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THE PLAYS OF 

AESCHYLUS 




BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Aeschylus, c. 525-456 b.c. 


Aeschylus the pott was born at Eleusis around the 
year 525 b.c. His &ther, Euphorion, belonged to 
the “Eupatridae,** or old nobility, of Athens. 
Whether Aeschylus was actually initiated into the 
Elcusinian Mysteries is not known. The accusation 
that he divulged the secrets of Dcmeter has been 
interpreted both as supporting and as refuting the 
view that he was an initiate. 

Aeschylus fought against the Persian invader at 
Marathon in 490, and he may also have been with 
the Athenians seven years later at Salamis, and even 
at Artemisium and Plataea. Some scholars have 
found in the poet’s knowledge of Thracian geog- 
raphy and customs an indication that he took part 
in one or more of the northern expeditions in the 
years following the Persian War. 

The first of Aeschylus* plays was exhibited in 499, 
only thirty years after the establishment by Pcisis- 
tratus of the annual contest in tragedy at the festi- 
val of the Gty Dionysia. Thespis, who won the 
prize at that competition, was called by the an- 
ci<9its the earliest tragic poet. But Aeschylus him- 
self would seem to be the true founder ot tragedy, 
since, according to Aristotle, he first introduced a 
second actor, diminished the importance of the 
chorus, and assigned the leading part to the 
dialogue. 

Aeschylus’ first recorded victory was in 484, when 
he had been competing for fifteen years. Between 
that date and the performance of his last work, the 
Orcstcian trilogy and the satyr play Proteusy in 458, 
he won the prize at least twelve times. He wrote 
more than ninety plays, of which seven survive. 
The oldest of these, the Suppliant Maidats, cannot 
be much later than 490. The PersianSy which is the 
only extant Greek tragedy on an historical subject, 
was exhibited in 472, the Seven against Thebes in 
467, the Prometheus probably not long before 458, 
the date of the trilogy made up of the Agamemnony 
the Choephorocy and the Eumenides. The plays were 
exhibited in groups of four-three tragedies and a 
satyr play. Sometimes, as in the case ot the surviv- 
ing trilogy, but not always, the tragedies formed a 
dramatic cycle, integrated in fable and in theme. 
The poet acted in his own plays. 

According to Aristotle, Aeschylus was charged 
with impiety for revealing certain parts of the Eleu- 
sinian ritual, and defended himself by saying that 


he was not aware the matter was a secret. But the 
ancients knew neither the name of the offending 
play nor the precise nature of what was revealed. A 
later tradition adds to the fact of the accusation, 
the doubtful details that Aeschylus escaped the fury 
of the audience by clasping the altar of Dionysus in 
the theater, and that he was later acquitted by the 
Court of the Areopagus because he had fought brave- 
ly at Marathon. 

The first of Aeschylus’ several trips to Sicily ap- 
pears to have been made some time between 476 
and 473. Like Pindar and Simonides he was invited 
to visit the court of King Hiero of Syracuse* After 
the eruption of Etna, Hiero had re-established the 
town of the same name at the base of the mountain. 
To celebrate the new city and to honor his patron, 
Aeschylus wrote and produced the Women of Etna. 
On a second visit to Sicily around 472 the poet is 
said to have repeated for Hiero the Persiansy which 
had just been crowned with the first prize at Athens. 
Sometime after 458 he was yet a third time in 
Sicily. 

There is little reason to believe the various ex- 
planations offered in antiquity for Aeschylus* leav- 
ing Athens. Most of them are based upon his sup- 
posed envy of the popularity of Sophocles and Si- 
monides, and are made improbable, it not impossible, 
by known facts and dates. The fable that he met his 
death from an eagle letting fall a tortoise upon his 
bald head, presumably mistaking it for a stone upon 
which to break the animal’s shell, may have had its 
origin in an attempt to interpret the allegorical rep- 
resentation of an apotheosis. 

Aeschylus died and was buried at Gela in 456. 
The epitaph inscribed on his tomb is attributed by 
some to Aeschylus himself: This memorial stone cov- 
ers Aeschylus the Atheniany Euphorion's ron, who died 
in wheat-bearing Gela. His famed valor the precinct of 
Marathon could tell and the long-haired Medcy who 
hjaows it well. 

Shortly after the death of Aeschylus the Athenians 
passed a decree that his plays should be exhibited at 
public expense, and that whoever desired to pro- 
duce one of his plays should ’’receive a chorus.” IBs 
tomb became a place of pilgrimaee, and in the mid- 
dle of the fourth century, at the proposal the 
orator Lycurgus, his statue was set up in the Theatre 
of Dionysus at Athens. 
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THE SUPPLIANT MAIDENS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
Danaus 

Pelasgus, King of Argos 
An Egyptian Herald 
Chorus of the Danaidbs 
Attendants 


Argos. A hill rises in the foreground, and on the sum- 
mit of it stand altars and statues of many gods. En- 
ter the fifty DAN AIDES, with their slave girls, and 

DANAUS. 

Chorus 

Zeus, the Suppliant's God, be gracious to us. 
Pitifully behold us, for fugitives arc we; 

Where the blown sand-dunes silt the mouths of 
Nilus, 

There we took the highway of the blue, salt sea; 
There looked our last at the land of 2^us, her borders 
Lapsed and lost in the Syrian marches wild, 

Fleeing, not as outlaws banned for blood-guilt 
Lest a people perish, but self-exiled. 

No way but this to escape abhorred embraces, 
Marriage rites unholy that true love shuns; 

Better ur lands and unfamiliar faces 
Than wedded and bedded with King yEgyptus’sons. 
As when hard pressed on the board a cautious player 
This piece or that from a threatened square with- 
draws. 

One move seemed best unto Danaus our father, 
Counscl-in-chicf and leader of our cause; 

One woe to suffer— and that the noblest sorrow, 
Seeing we were compassed in on every hand — 
Tarrying not, with the fleeting ocean billow 
To fly till our keel touched the Argive strand. 
Whence we boast ourselves sprung, from the breath 
of Zeus’ nostrils. 

And the touch of his procrcant finger laid. 

For a dynasty’s founding, on a king’s daughter, 
Even the gnat-tormentra heifer-maid. 

What land but this would offer us a haven. 

Where else the world o’er should we welcome find. 
Having no arms but the suppliant’s feeble weapons. 
Boughs from the woodland plucked with white wool 
twined? 

Realm, broad realm, brown land and sparkling 
water, 

Gods of the and holy ones of earth. 

Denizens of darkness that visit men with 
vengeance, 

And in that Triad last named but chief in worth, 
Zeus, the jProtector of travd-weary pilgrims. 
Keeper of the threshold never crosm by crime, 


Send soft airs to greet our maiden meinie, 

Winds of welcome blowing from a sweet, calm clime. 
But the ungodly sons of King ^gyptus. 

Bulls of the herd, ere they trample this fair ground-* 
Loamy levels, tilth and fallow land and pasture— 
Far over ocean with their swift ship hound I 
There let them meet with thunder-blast and light- 
ning. 

Wrath of leaping seas and spite of storm-swept rain; 
There let destruction find them when rough winter 
Looses the lash of the loud hurricane; 

Ere they climb loth beds to make of us their minions, 
Minions of their pleasure and playthings of their 

J >ride; 

red blood shall not serve to cool brute pas- 
sion 

Not by sweet exchange of hearts sanctified. 

Youngling divine, I hail thee now. 

From beyond the sea thine aid I invoke; 

Son flower-fed of the Mother Cow, 

Quick with Zeus’ breath and his handstroke. < 

^ of the dam with hoof and horn 
And enchanted body a babe was born. 

Man-child made for mortal lot, 

Epaphus, the touch-begot. 

The naming of thee where long ago 
Our Mother roamed this pastoral earth, ^ 

And the calling to mind of a vanished woe ^ 

Shall bear witness in trials of later birth; 

And more sorrow yet may come into ken. 

Though we know not how and we guess not when. 
Like ours of to-day and hers of old; 

And these at long last shall Time unfold. 

To one that watcheth the wild birds winging. 

Here at ease in kis native bower. 

The suppliant song of an alien race 
Chance-heard, shall seem as the sweet, sad singing 
Of Tereus’ Daulian paramour, 

Hie nightingale hidden, the hawk in chase. 

Spring and summer for sorrow she grieveth 
Under the green leaves weemng her pam . 

And the life that was passodinhomdesaoMs 
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Spring and summer the story she wea veth 
Of the child ^e bore by her own hand slain, 

Aod the wrath of a mother pitiless. 

I as the nightingale passioning for sorrow 
To Ionian music tune my pipe, 

And these soft cheeks feel the rain^worn furrow 
That on Nilus* bank grew round and ripe: 

For mv heart hath learnt the meaning of tears, 

And I fill my lap with blossoms pale 
Gathered with grief in the wood of wail, 

The better to hush these brooding fears 
That are fain to know to what end 1 fitre 
From the land that lies dim in dust-veiled air. 

If there be any who hearkens or hears. 

Nay, but ye Gods of the bride-bed and begetting. 
Hear mel Ye should be jealous for the Right! 
Griulge lawless youth, with the hot blood fretting, 
Loire that perfects passion's neophyte! 

Set the brand of your scorn on lust that profanes, 
And mingle love's rite with austerities sweet! 
What is fiercer than war? Yet for war- weary feet 
There standeth an altar, no sacrilege stains: 

To what-so wight would from battle-carnage flee, 
A refuge awe owns and a court of deity. 

Where red-handed Havoc halts and refrains. 

Saith the wise saw of old, 

"The purpose Zeus doth hold 
Next to his heart no hunter brings to bay.” 

. All Being in his sight 
Flows in the main of light, 

The mirrored glory of his perfect day. 

Where man the babbler with vain lips 
Sees but the Mular dark of unrelieved eclipse. 

The thing that he hath wrought 
With brow-nod of calm thought 
Fallen, stands fast, and, grappQ, is not thrown. 

His counsels tread the maze 
Of labyrinthine ways 

Through quicks, through glooms with umbrage 
overgrown; 

And in that covert dark and shy 
Bold riders, check the rein, foiled is the keenest 
cry, 

From towered hastions 
Of Hope he p4ucks Time’s sons 
And tosses them to ruin. If one brace 
The mettle weariless 
Of Gods for bis duress, 

Pride pays with penal pangs, though throned in the 
holy place. 

So let him mark afresh 
I . l^froward is this flesh, 

.the polled trunk for lust of me doth grow 
; : niany a stubborn shoot; 

'gaa^»-a.cumc».adhcat, a * f - 


So to music impassioned. 

Sung high, simg low, 

With tears I have fiuhioned ... 
tXntuneable woe. 

AlackI 'tis like mourner's grieving. 

So sadly my quick smrit graces 
With groanings of death grie& that live, 

And I cry unto Apia’s high places 
My broken speech to forgive, 

And falling down on my linen veil 
1 mar with rents its fabric frail, 

Tissue of Sidon's weaving. 

With amplest oblation 
To high heaven we come. 

For hope’s consummation, 

Wh^ death’s vdnd is dumb; 

But alack! for the woes dark-heaving, ' 

Hie billow whose path none traces, 

Nor what strand on its crest I shall reach! 

I cry unto Apia’s high places 
To forgive my broken speech, 

And falling oft on mv linen veil 
1 rend and mar its fabric frail, 

Tissue of Sidon’s weaving. 

Thus far the oar right well hath sped ; 

And the bark flax-sewn to fend salt seas, 

With never a flaw in the following breeze 
Nor winter storm to dread, 

Hath constant been as my prayers and vows: 

And I pray the Father that all doth scan, 

Here on firm earth, that he may send 
To well-begun a happy end ; 

So I, that seed am of his spouse * 

August, may flee the embrace of man 
And live unlorded and unwed. 

Zeus’ daughter, vowed to maidenhead, 

Look with a loving eye on me, 

That would keep chaste and pure as she. 

Whose virgin arm the arrow sped 
And slew the Hunter in his lust 
Whom Opis tremblingly outran! 

O maid unwon, a maiden grace 
With all they power in this sore chase, 

That I, the seed of Situs’ spouse august, 

May flee the violoice of man 
And live unlorded and unwed* 

But, if these will not, then 1 will essay 
The sun-loathed courts of Death, 

Where never a sick soul is turned away 
That weaties of this breath; 

And, since Olympian Gods no help afford, 

corpse s^U access find to Ztus, Earth’s Lord, 
When suppliant boughs shall be decked with the 
knotted coid. 

Ah! Mother lo, thee wroth Gods amerce: 

And of the courts celestial I koc^ ' 

That there dwell jealous wives who hate find eoii^ 

For waves nm h%b when boeaam aisffty 
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llien WfoncsbdOi'be 

Atidlustke AttH upbnud 
Zeus, that he honoam not the heifer's childr 
Whoffid nnoeof he made, 

If that at '^kte hour el time his eye 
Be turn&i bads when hb own o&spnngcry: 

Yet, when we cdl, he hears**he hea» tbcmgh 
throned on high. 

Ah1 Mother lo, thee wroth Gods amerce: 

And of the courts celestial I know 
That there dwell jealous wives who hate and ctarsel 
For waves run high when breezes stiffly blow. 
During the preceding chorus dan aus has cUmhed 
to iM top of the mil 

Danaus. Children, ye must be wise and 
circumsjMct: 

Remember, a wise judgment hoip ye hither, 

With eld hr f^ot, safe and fatherly, 

Across unruly seas. And here on km 
I will take thought for you and keep you safe. 

If ye set down my words in your heart's tables. 

Far off I can discern a cloud of dust, 

Ever the voiceless courier of hosts, 

Before the noise of wheels reacheth the ear. 

When axles pipe unheard. 1 can distinguish 
An armed mass, with shields and tossing spears, 
Horses and chariots of war recurved. 

'Tis likdiy that the Princes of this land 
Have heard of us from messengers and come 
To be thdir own intelligencers. Whether 
They mean no harm, or sharp resentment speeds 
This stern array, all things concur herein; 

That ye, fair daughters, make this hill your seat; 
Dear is it to the gods of festival. 

Pastime and sport and peaceful rivalries. 

More strong that castle tower an altar stands, 

A buckler inexpugnably secure. 

Then with all spcra asc^; and with you take 

In solemn ceremonial your wands 

Wound with white favours that appeal to Zeus, 

The God of Mercy. To these foreign lords 
Answering in such wise as shall move dieir mercy, 
With lamentations andali forms of speech 
Proper to your necessityi and fit 
For stxani^ in a strangelatid, fkinly tell 
The story of your Sight, and how firom blood 
Tis whcmy free. Let nmightnf bddness wait 
On your£iKXiiiise: nothingtff fight or vain 
Be seen, but downward Ioms, unmmUed eyes: . 

Not forward m ^ of your 

Nor han^ikg b«u^^ 'tis eany to i^Eend 
The race^t dwdileth here. Never forget 
Y(Hir^uei$tosubmit:yeeomeaspoov ^ 

And needy 
BoM eonaotw 

Ck Father, thy cautiom find us wdil disposed 
To prudent ocnwcbrund thy wbe pce^ 

1 shd with 

Zeus, out 

StNyaaiu^lMld 


Of. Iwfflbewidiyoumstantiy.<>Zeiis, 
KtyustOrwefM^, 7^ attend the Mt, 

Da. Mayhelbbk 

Graciously on us: if it pleases him, 

AH will be weU. Call now upon this elffld 
OfS^us. 

CA. I call upon tile radiant Sim, 

The saving source of health, to heal our woes, 

And pure Apollo once exiled from heaven; 

God though heis, he knows this eartidy lot, 

And feeb perhaps for frail mortality . 

Da. May he in very deed commiserate 
And stand a ready helper by our side. 

Ch. Which (fftiiese Gods shall 1 next invoke? 

Da. Isee 

Ihe trident of the Isthmian King. 

Ch. He gave 

Fair passage to our vessel: welcome frir 
May faeaccord onland. 

Da. And here is Hermes, 

After the way the Hellenes frshion him. 

Ch. Well met indeed: I pray that he may prove 
A herald of glad tidings. 

Da. Bend in awe 

And adoration at the common altar 
Of all these sovereignties. On holy ground 
Crouch like a flock of doves that fear the hawk 
For all his cousinship of wings. Even so 
Fearful are ye of foes of your own blood 
That would pollute your race. And if one fowl 
Prey on anomer, how can it be pure? 

And he who weds a bride against her wfll. 

Her father not consenting, where diall he 
Find purity? 1 trow, that when he's dead 
The doer of this deed at Hades* bar 
Shall stand arraigned not idly: even there, 

So we believe, another Zeus holds court 
Among the souls whose earthly race is run, 

And passes final soitence on their mmes. 

Look to yoursdves, and to this lord return 
Such answer, that ye fail not in your cause. 

Bnter pblasous, 

Felasgus. What little band is this that I salute? 
Whence come ye, not, as Hellenes are, attired, 

But with barbaric brave^of rdbes, 

And fine veUs finidiedi with the weaver's spadie? 
These woman’s weeds are not of Argolts 
Nor any part of Hdlas. Herald ye 
Have aofte;hor minister tobe your friend; 

Nor guide in a strange land. And how ye dared ^ 

Ad venture here, thus utmtiy forlorn. 

Is matter for amazemaat. By your side 
Before these Gods of ore hid > 

Brandies that wsfflacasofi 

fo Hd^ that sunsite 

Fair dealiag must cobieeciire aU the rest. 

Were there no livmgvwe to dear thcdoisbt. 

Ch. Tciuclitngoifrgai^ thy words are words of . 
truth:' 

But how dttfl IsddieW fhee? Art 

Of tiie commoaalty ? C^'st witii farsod wnul 

Eqwppeid forfiirb?Or otssf tiiis fim.rddiiL . 



Foremost and cluef? 

Pe, Let not that vex thy heart: 

Thou may*st with full assurance answer me. 

I am the son of Palacchthon earth-born, 

Pelasgus, of this soil the supreme lord. 

And they who reap its fruits from me their king 
Are callra, with reason good, Pelasgians. 

Over all ground towards the setting sun, 
Wherethrough the Haliacmon flows, I reign. 

Within my orders I include the land 
Of the Perrhaebi, and the parts beyond 
Pindus, adjoining the Chaonians, 

With the high mountains of Dodona; west 
I touch the salt, wet frontiers of the sea. 

Thence all that stretches hitherward is mine. 

The spot whereon we stand being Apia, 

So called of old from one in medicine wise. 

Apis, Apollo’s son, prophet and healer, 

Who from Naupactus crossed, beyond the gulf. 

And purged this land of man-devouring beasts, 
Which Earth, by bloody deeds done long ago, 
Polluted and estranged, in mood most like 
A step-dame, gendered, to dispute her soil 
With man, his fanged and serpent brood-fellow. 

For these did Apis on this Argive ground, 

To its no small relief, with shredded herbs 
And wholesome charms effect a perfect cure. 

His fee, to be remembered in our prayers. 

But, now that 1 have answered you, ’twere well 
If one of ye declared what birth ye boast. 

With brevity and clearness: this my realm 
’ Hath little liking for long-drawn discourse. 

Ch, Briefly and clearly then : Of Argive blood 
We boast to be: the mother of our race 
A cow made happy in the son she bare. 

And I will fix upon this frame of truth 
Its proper parts until the whole cohere, 
ft. Women— strange women, ye compose a talc 
Not credible. How can ye be of Argive blood, 

More like to Libyans than our womankind? 

Yea, such a plant might grow on Nilus’ bank; 
Methinks, these forms were coined in Cyprian 
mint 

Struck to the life by your progenitors. 

Stay : I have heard that nomads of your sex, 

Horsed upon camels ride in cushioned selles 
Along the coasts of Ethiopia: 

Thiey should resemble ve; or, on my life, 

Had ye but bows I could have ta’en an oath 

That ye were the unlorded Amazons 

That tare on flesh. Ye must instruct me further; 

I am to know more of this history 
Ani how ye are a seed of Argive strain. 

Ck, Runs not the story that on Argos* earth 
lo once kept the keys of Hera*s house? 
ft. *Ti8 very sure she did: the feme thereof 
lives yet throughout the land. 

And more by token; 

Thehearttff 2^ was stung with love of her? 
ft, IVoth, *twas no secret: Hera wrought amain 

And thfe royal quarrd 


How doth it end in the story? 

Pe. The Argive goddess 

Transformed the maid into a cow. 

Ch, And Zeus 

Is fein to have the comely beast feir-horned? 
ft. Indeed the tale is told so: to that end 
He wore the likeness of a lustful bull. 

Ch, What counter-stroke to thb dealt Zeus’ 
haught Queen? 

Pe. Why, then she found a keeper for the cow. 
Him that hath eyes which look all ways at once. > 

Ch, And what was he, this all-beholding one. 

Sole neatherd of a solitary cow? 

Pe. Argus, earth’s chila, the same that Hermes 
slew. 

Ch, And the device that followed ? What |hing 

Prepared she for the heifer heaven-accursed li 
Pe. She did afflict her with the gnat that stings, 

A drover’s goad-prick to stampeding kine. \ 

Ch, They call him “Gad-fly” on the banks df 
Nile. \ 

Pe. What ? Did he drive her forth from her own 
land 

As far as Nile? 

Ch. He did so: and thy tale 

Tallies in each particular with mine. 

Pe. And is it true then that she reached Canopua 
And Memphis fer inland? 

Ch. Surely; and Zeus , 

By laying-on of hands raised up a son. 

Pe. Who then is he that boasts himself the calf 
Zeus gendered on this cow? 

Ch. Even Epaphus, 

True title given from that divine caress. 

Pe. And Epaphus— had he issue? 

Ch. He begat 

Libya, the reaper of a third of earth, 

Her amplest fields. 

Pe. What scion sprang from her? 

Ch. My father’s father, Bel, who had two sons. 

Pe. Tell me, I pray, thy sire’s all-sapient name. 

Ch. Danaus : he hath a brother who begot 
Two score and ten sons. 

ft» Prithee, indulge me further; 

And let me hear by what name he is called. 

Ch. iEgyptus. Now thou know’st my ancient 
line, 

Stretch forth the hand of succour to raise up 
Argives, that here have taken sanctuary. 

Pe. Anciently, I do verily believe, 

A common tie unites ye to this land. 

But how had ye the courage to forsake * 

The house of your fathers? What so sore mischance 
Hath fallen on ye? 

Ch. King of the Pelasgians! 

Calamity is as a ruffling breeze 
That glances through a thousand shifting forms; 

Nor is there any where on earth a place 
Where thou could’st point and say, “Here 
sorrow’s wing 

Keeps darkly constant to its native hue.** 
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For which of us in fancy ever dreamed 
Of this unlodced for flight; or that a slup 
Whereon we sailed should touch this Argive strand 
Wherewith we had affinity of old; 

Or that in distant Egypt wedlock scorned, 
Unhappied by the hymenaeal choir, 

Should be the cause of consequence so strange? 

Pe, What is the boon thou sayest thou dost crave 
Here in the name of these Gods of festival. 

Your branches fresh^-plucked all with white 
enwound? 

Ch, That 1 may ne*er become bondslave and 
thrall 

Unto iEgyptus’ race. 

Pe. And is it hate 

That prompts thy plea, or reverence of law? 

Ch, Nay, who amongst their own blood kin 
would buy 

Their lords and masters? 

Pe, Yet it is a match 

That makes for power. . ' 

Ch, And if misfortune come 

Who cares if wife so wed be put away? 

Pe, What shall 1 do then that I may be found 
To-you-ward a respecter of the Right? 

Ch, Refuse to yield us up to ^Egyptus* sons 
When they demand us of thee. 

Pe, There thou broachest 

Grave matters, that envisage dangerous war. 

Ch, Yet Justice champions those that fight for 
her. 

Pe, If I had had my share in these events 

From the beginning 

Ch. 0 1 Assume it now! 

^And, as ’twere, this high deck and laurelled poop 
*Of a most stately vessel honour duly. 

Pe. Indeed, when I look round me and behold 
; This haunt of Gods all branched and shaded o*er, 

I 1 shudder. 

1 Ch. Where is he who would not pause? 

I The wrath of Zeus the Suppliant’s God is heavy. 

Stop not thine ears, O son of Palaechthon, 

Nor hold thy heart aloof, thou royal man. 

But hearken when I cry to thee, whose throne 
Is over this wide realm Pclasgian. 

Behold, in me a suppliant sues for grace, 

A hunted thing still forced to shift her ground, 

Like to a heifer with the wolves in chase 
That to the herd doth lowingly complain 
Upon some rocky precipice crag-bound. 

Trusting his strength and telling him her pain. 

Pt, Methinks I sec this gathering of the Gods 
, Of festival, with branches freshly plucked 
: All shaded o’er, nodding in grave assent. 

Oh, may your cause wlu) claim to be our kin 
Work us no mischief, nor on any hand 
Strife grow from what we neither could foresee 
Nor have provided for. T}iat to this realm 
Were an unwanted, a superfluous care. 

Ch, jUw that doth vindicate the suppliant’s righty 


Daughter of Zeus who deals the destiny* 

Look to it that I bring not in my flight 
Mischief and wrong that wreck feliaty. 

And, thou with eld’s too sober wisdom wise, 

From younger hearts ’tts not too late to learn, 

The noblest offering, purest sacrifice 
On altars of oblation ever laid, 

Sweeter than sweetest essence faith can bum. 

Is mercy to the weak that ask for aid. 

Pe, It is not at my private hearth ye sit; 

And if some public mischief be afoot 

Then must the commons of this realm work out 

Such expiation as shall cleanse them all. 

Myself might tender no eflectual pledge 
But with the privity of all free men. 

Ch, Thou art both liberty and law 
And commonalty; thine 
An absolute prerogative 
No captious rights confine; 

Thou rul’st the hearth-place of thy land, 

The Godhead’s central shrine. 

By an indisputable nod. 

Sole-sceptred on thy throne 
All business that concerns the state ^ 

Thou dost despatch alone. 

Beware lest unregarded wrong 
Let in contagion. 

Pe. Contagion fall upon mine enemies. 

Howbeit, to help thee and take myself 
No hurt I scarce know how. Yet ’twere scant 
kindness 

To set thy prayers at nought. Perplexity 
And fears possess my heart, whether to act, 

Or not to act and let fate have her way. 

Ch. Look up unto the Watcher set on high. 

The Guardian of necessitous souls who sue. 
Crouched on a neighbour’s hearth, for sanctuary. 
Craving in vain the right which is their due. 

For grace denied and suppliants’ 
slighted pleas 

Endures the wrath of Zeus no pangs of guilt 
appease. 

Pe. If by the law of the land <^y ptus* sons 
Are your rightful lords, to wit, upon the plea 
Of next-kin, who would choose resist their claim? 
Your answer must be founded on the law 
Domestic; and ye must maintain and prove 
That over ye they have no power at aU. 

Ch. Into the hands of tyrant man 
God grant that I fall never: 

I’ll know no bounds but the starry span 
That bends o’er earth for ever; 

Fled to that virgin liberty 
I’ll live from forceful marriage free. 

Be thou the ally of Justice and not Law; 

Judge thou as judge the Gods and stand of them in 
awe. 

Pe, No easy judgment: choose not me for judge. 
Have I not said wimout the people’s voice 
I will not and 1 cannot, King though I be, 

Do as thou’lt have me do? I will not hear— 

If it should chance that at^t imtoward &li^ 
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**lb hcmour 8tmge»8 thou dicbt wreck tfay ku^ 

Ch. Aiu:csi)ral&us»o£bothblood*kiA» 

Eyes suppliant and pumier: 

The pood^able stuff of sin 
Is charged to the wrong doer; 

Quick is the tell-tale hand to mount 
And reckon to the just's account 
The fair record of righteousness. 

Since equal is the poise why shrink from fair redress? 
ft* This asks deep thought : an eye within the 
mind, 

Keen as a diver salving sunken freight, 

To sink into the depths, yet, searching there, 

Not lose itself in roving phantasies; 

That all end well and mischief follow not 
First for the State, which is our chief concern, 

Ilien for ourselves; and neither war lay hold 
On loot to pay your loss, nor by our act, 

If from this sci»t of Gods that ye have made 
Your seat, we yield you up, the land be crushed 
By haunting visitations of the God 
Whose business is destruction, Alastor, 

The unforgetting instrument of wrath, 

Who even in the house of Hades suffers not 
The dead man to go free. And asks not this 
Heart-searchings, fathom-deep, of saving thought? 

Chorus 

Search deep and then rise up more strong 
For justice: be the minister 
That reverentially protects from wrong 
The stranger and the sojourner, 

Resolved never to yield while thou stand'st by 
An exile driven so far in godless outlawry. 

O look not on till rapine come 
And firom these haunts of Powers divine 
Hale me for spoil: all masterdom, 

All judicature here are thine, 
llien in this cause let thy decree go forth: 

**Man'$ lusts here sue for judgment," and beware of 
wrath* 

Submit not to the sight 

Of divine Justice set at nau^t by might, 

And the rejected suppliantTed away 
From statues holy, as by bands of gold 
A horse is led, wlme rough men lay 
Rude hands upem my rsment^s damask fold . 

Thy seed and thv housebdd 
As thou art cruel or in mercy bold. 

Hie exact measure of thy "yea" or "nay" 

Vernal Law shall utterly requite. 

, O ponder wdH these things, and sway 
Tim event as 7km comnoAnds, who judgeth right. 

’ ft., Nay,lhaveponderedatidmybarko{thought 
: Stsfleeson this pomt of peril There’s nocboice 
^ ride^ I must take arms ’gainst one» 

a witf of 


Here then you have die n ake d riieQ ; itatk htdi, 
Triced on the stocks, all rivemdrsvenbooie. 

And all her timbers strained and diaEwsi tpgethar, 

As ’twerc, with riiipwright’s winches* Once at «ea 
She’s bound (or loss before she comes to land* 

When there is jettison of merchatidiae. 

By the good grace of Zeus theGamiiher 
More may be gotten, a full load to freight 
A ship of deeper draught. And, if the tongue 
Shoot wildly, for the wound that words i^ct 
Words will apply the remedy, a balm 
For angry humours, spell and counterspell: 

But, that there be no letting of the blood 
Of Idn, compels to earnest sacrifice, 

And many victims unto many gods, 

Where’er men ask of oracles, must M, 

Preservatives against calamity. 

My entrance to this quarrel comes unsougft 
And every way ’tis to my own undoing. | 

I’d rather be a seer of little skill ' 

Than deeply learned in prophesying ill: 

So, though my judgment goes not with the prayer, 
Out of these troubles Heaven send issue fair. 

Ch, Hear the conclusion, then, of my much 
speech 

That meant to move your pity. 

Pe. I have heard: 

But speak: I mark thee closely. 

Ch» I have scarves 

And girdles that hold up my raiment*— 

Pt. Why, 

All women have them. 

Ch. Out of these I’ll fashion 

An ornament and excellent device 
To keep mine honour safe. , 

Pe. Give thy words meaning: 

What is it thou would’st say? 

Ch, Give us a pledge, 

Plant on some ground of faith these feeble feet; 

If not— 

Pe. Hiese gatherings, girdlings up of robes, 
How shall they stead tbeer 
Ch. They shall serve to deck 

These shapes with votive tablets never yet 
Hanged up on hallowed images. 

Pe. A riddiel 

The manner of this: expound. 

Ch. Incontinent 

We’ll hang ourselves upon these holy Gods, 
ft. Thy menace lays the lash across my heart. 

Ch. lseethouunderstand’8tme:now^veI 
Opened thine eyes to clearer vision, 
ft. Yea, 

Turn where I may, griefa ineluctaUe 
Ckinfront mv sight: a multitiide of iBs 
Comes on like a river : on dns sea of ruin 
I am embarked: the bottomless abyss 
Below; around tsnnavij^bte Waves; 

And nowhere any harbour lErom discras. 

Ul shaU fail towards you and ilot exact 
T^ debt which is your t%te, ye 
wkh such poilutkm, stsattt worn 
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^id it I cta^ lM^e 

And try^c^aaintttm^ ^gyptm*:sotis» 

Youjr own Uo^ Idot ti|xm tnefidd o£ faatd^ 

For $akeof women men must ststin this eatth 
With bkxxl: and were not that bitter expense 
To dharge my$el£. withal? Yet thereat no hdp 
But I must hold in awe the wrath of Zeus 
Who helpeth sup^nts: the fear of him 
Is for alt flesh the mghest fear. Now« therefore, 

Thou venerable father of these maids, 

Take in diy hands btandhes like these and lay them 
On other sutars of my country’s Gods, 

That of your coming all the citizens 
May see a visible token: let not fall 
One word of me: the commonalty loves 
To cast reproach uf»n their rulers* But, 

Looking thereon, i»ty may move some soul 
With hatred for the wideedness of men 
Banded against you; and the public heart 
Be for your boughs more tender. *Tis a trait 
Common with men to entertain kind thoughts 
Towards the weaker side. 

Da, That we have found a foiend 

Pitiful and God-fearing we account 
Worth many favours. Wilt thou grant one more 
And with me send some native to this land 
For escort and as guides, that we may find 
The altars of the city deities 
That stand before the temples, and the shrines 
Of those more warlike that defend your keep? 

The form that nature gave us is not yours. 

Nor are we habited as ye are. Nile 
Nourisheth other folk than Inachus. 

Beware lest an unheedful confidence 
Hereafter breed dismay. Men have ere now 
Slain those that were their friends, not knowing it. 

Pe, Go with this stranger, men: for he says well. 
Show him the way to riie town altars and 
The seats of Gods. And look ye bruit it not 
At cross-roads, that ye brmg this seafarer 
To sit upon the hearths of me Holy Ones. 

ExU DANAUS bodyguofd^ 

Ck, For him the word is spoken: let him go 
Since thou commaiidesl; But what of me ? 

What shall 1 dp, and v4ere dost thou assign 
For me a fitpeeofsafety? 

Pe, Leave thy branches 

Where thpu art sow asa tdten of disttess. 

Ch, Iky tl^ where iby hand and toi^ 

Now dum act free to waUt about tius smooth 
And level lawn.. 

Ch, Tlds lawn where dl may tread? 

And howjd»lA dttt pco^ 


That frar betray uneasiness. 

Pe. Methinks 

The awe of Kings exceedeth evermore 
AU fears beside. 

G&* Ocheer me with kind words! 

And hearten me no less with gracious deeds. 

Pe. Nay, but ’tis not for long tfoit thy spcKi dire 
Hath left thee. I too leave thee for a w^, 

But *tis to call our folk together, make 
The commons thy good friends; and teach thy fiither 
How he should sp^ to them. Tarry meantime, 
Therefore, and with thy prayers prevail upon 






The cods of the land to grant thy heart’s desire. 

I willdepart hence and make eoM my words. 
Persuasion and fiur fortune follow us! 

Exit PELAsous. The danaidxs descend mi to the 
open laum below the hill. 

Chorus 

' King Pf Kings, among the Blest 
In thy bliss the blessedest, 

In thy power of all that are 
Mighty, mightiest by for, 

Happy 2^us, that prayer receive, 

And the event our wirii achieve. 

Drive aloof the lusts of men; 

With thy loathing visit them; 

Plunge ’neath an empurpled sea 
Ibat embodied infomy 
Pitched without and black within 
With havoc and the purposed sin. 

But the woman’s cause espouse: 

Think upon our storied house, 

Tenderly the talc renewing 
Of old love and eager wooing: 

And our ancestress to be, 

Woman, yet once dear to thee. 

Ah, remember Long Ago, 

Thou Comforter oiIo’s woci 
For we boast that we can trace 
High as Zeus our ancient race: 

Sojourners were we at birth; 

This is home, this parent earth. 

In the print flower-sweet 
Of my mother’s feet, 

Behold, I have planted mine: 

Where she stooped to feed 
Knee-deep in the mead 
That fottens the Ar^ve kine: 

And with her alway 
To haunt and betray 
The eye of the earthb^a herd. 

Far hence lies her roadf 
By the gadfly goad, 

Asa duff with the oar^bladc, spurred: 

She must keow the pain 
Of a maddened biim 
And wander through many iieei. 

Till ’twtxt either strand 
Of the w***dv *^- 
A path the bilhm 
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TodieA^ndiore 
She must pass o’er, 

And ever her onward leap 
Of her coming tells 
To the Phrygian fells 
And the fleecy moorland sheep. 

By street and tower 
Tnat Tcuthras’ power 
Founded for Mysian men 
In olden time, 

She speeds; she must climb 
Through Lydian gorge and glen; 

And she must o’erleap 
The Cilician steep, 

And the wild Pamphylian mountains 
No barrier 
Shall be to her; 

Tiil fed by eternal fountains. 

Broad rivers glide 
And her footsteps guide 
Through a pleasant land and a mighty, 

With all wealth crowned. 

The fair, the renowned 
Wheatland of Aphrodite. 

And still she flew, a hunted thing, 

Of Heaven’s grace unpitied; 

And in and out with darting sting 
In dizzy reel and dazzling ring 
Ihe wing^ herdsman flittra. 

* She has reached at last Zeus’ own demesne 
That is to all Nature boon, 

Green with the glow of the melting snow 
And scorched by the Typhoon. 

She has come to the tide that is deep and wide, 
Untouched by the hand of disease; 

Yea, to Nile’s water King Inachus’ daughter, 
Hera’s crazed Thyiad, flees. 

Paled then all dwellers in that lea 
With quaking fear a-cold: 

Such hybrid shape they ne’er did see: 

Half woman and half cow was she, 

A monster to behold. 

A freakish, eerie, elfin form. 

Whose kind ’twere hard to tell; 

If human, out of human shape 
Tortured by some dread spdl. 

Ah, then to charm away her grief. 

Who at long last relented, 

And tested the far-wandered feet 
Of lo, the gnat-tormented? 

Even Zeus, Lord Paramount, whose reign 
Expects m earthly tyrant’s bloody doom; 
tje eased her of her psin 

^th mtkt mstraint from all enforcement free 
And bi«#^ofhisbvedivmdy mild. 


Tears as of one half-reconciled 

She shed— warm tears of bitter memory; 

But, with that heavenly burthen in her womb. 
Became the mother of a perfect cluld. 

A happy, long-lived man was he; 

Wherefore a voice went through that fertile earth, 
“Behold in verity 

This is the son of Zeus: this is the seed 
He sowed : who else among the Gods had stayed 
The crafty plots that Hera laid? 

If thou should’st say, ‘Here is Zeus’ very deed, 

This is a child of heavenly birth,’ 

Clean to the centre shall thine arrow speed,’’ 

What God to thee should I prefer 
And by a title holier 
Ask Justice? Thou, O King, 

Our Father art; and thy right hand 
Hath planted us in a strange land; 

We are thine own offspring. 

Thou great unmatched artificer. 

In thy calm heart let memory stir 
The pulse of vanished days, 

O Zeus that art in all things blest. 

And whatso’er thou purposest 
None hinders nor gainsays! 

Thou art no vassal on a throne; 

No power that doth transcend thine own f 
To thee dictates the law; 

Nor is there one in higher place 
To whom thou turn’st a humble face. 

Holding his seat in awe. 

Art thou in labour with the pang 
Of deeds whereon great issues hang. 

Behold, the accomplished fact! 

Or if in words goes forth thy breath. 

The mind that with them travailcth 
Converteth speech to act. 

EfUer DANAus. 

Da, Take courage, children : the people of the 
land 

With sovran voice have cast their votes right well. 
CA, Dear envoy I Best beloved of tiding-bearers, 
All hail! But hide not one thing from us. What 
Have they determined? The full master-hand 
Of the assembled commons, to what deed 
Points it? 

Da, Unwaveringly, and in such wise 
As made my old heart young— for the free air. 

While all freemen made this decision law. 

Rustled with multitudes of lifted hands— 

The Argives have decreed that we shall hold 
This soil with them, immune from all reprisals, 
Havoc and harrying of the lustful male; 

And of those native here or alien 

No man may drive us hence; withal, if force 

Be offered, what-so denizen withholds 
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His aid, shall suffer loss of civil rights 
And, furthermore, be banished by the State. 

This was the manner of the speech, whereby 
Tlic King of the Pdasgians in our cause 
Wrought on his auditors; with warning voice 
He spake of the hereafter, lest the realm 
Feed hit the wrath of Zeus, the Suppliant’s God; 
We came as fugitives and foreigners, 

As citizens we were received; two claims 
Conjoined in our persons, which, denied. 

Would work two-fold contagion, and raise up 
Before the city-gates a monster, fed 
On sorrow, yet whose craw grief cannot cram. 

Then they stayed not to hear the marshal’s cry 
But on a show of hands would have it so. 

It was the voice of the Pelasgians’ King 

That moved them, suppling the persuasive word. 

But Zeus determined what the end should be. 

He ascends the hilL 

Chorus 

Oh come! Let us render 
Recompense fairl 
A token and tender 
Of thanks, and a praver 
That good things be showered upon Argos. 
Benediction and laud and honour 
In hymns to her praises sung 
Shall surely be doubled upon her; 

For dear is an alien tongue 
To Zeus who cares for the stranger 
And governs the counsels of Kings; 

To an end free from harm and danger 
May he lead our thanksgivings. 

With good gifts shed upon Argos. 

In your heavenly habitation, 

While I pour my heart’s libation 
With the wine of prayer o’erflowing. 

Hear my voice, ye gods! Hereafter 
Never roar of ruddy fire 
Strike and slay Pelasgia’s city. 

Nor the song oe heard, where laughter 
Is not, nor the dance nor lyre, 

Lustful Ares’ joyless strain, 

Who in fields not of his sowing 
Reaps the harvest of the slain. 

Forasmuch as they had pity; 

For that love their voice inspireth. 

Honouring suppliants Zeus befriendeth, 

Little flock that sorrow tendeth 
And whose portion none desireth. 

Neither did they give their voices 
For proud men, todo them pleasure; 

They have.dealt us noble measure 
Woman’s weaker cause befriending: 

For their loftier vision saw 
Tlic inexorable Awe, 

Angry Zeus, whose wrath rc^uiteth, 

Whose sure aim the end achi^es; 

And with him is no contending. 


Where’s the dwelling that rejoices 
’Neath his heavy visitation— 

Like a carrion*bird that lighteth. 

Dropping down abomination, 

Gorged and bloated, on man’s eaves? 

Heavily the monster squatteth, 

An unlifted, leaden burden. 

But these kin have not rejected 
Claim of kin: they have respected 
Suppliants at Zeus’ holy seat. 

Therefore they shall have their guerdon, 

Altars no pollution spotteth. 

To the G^s of Heaven sweet. 

Forth, thou bird of plume more £ur; 

From the mouth’s dark covert break, 
Emulous and eager prayer; 

All prayers else do thou o’ertake. 

Never pestilence nor dearth 
Empty Argos of her men : 

Nor civil tumult stain this earth 
With blood of fallen brethren. 

Youth be here an unplucked flower; 

And Ares, who makes men to mourn. 
Though lord of Aphrodite’s bower, 

That comely blossom leave unshorn. 

And, where ancient men convene. 

Let there not want within these walls 
Bearded benchers of grave mien 
Throned in old Cyclopian stalls. 

So may wise laws and well-obeyed 
Order all things in the land, 

Long as reverence is paid 
To Zeus, and chiefly Him whose hand 

Is over strangers. He alone 
Maintains the right ’gainst wrong and crime, 
And confirms to each his own 
By law and precept gray mxh time. 

Everything that fruitful is 
Spring anew from fecund earth, 

And may arrowy Artemis 
Bring the struggling babe to birth. 

Havoc, come not to rive this land; 

Nor bring no arms for Ares’ hand. 

Who loveth neither dance nor lyre; 

Children he hath at his desire 
But they are tears: nor the drawn knife 
Whet for the dagger-hand strife 
And civil uproar: keep fiir hence. 

Ye croaking flocks of pestilence; 

And all young things in this fidr ground 
Be with thy love, Lyce^ crowi^. 

Zeus mdte the earth to teem, and Um 
With seaac^He toUand cesr 



Of ipitiMsredirtlit aad 
Afid may tiie fomard'feed^ 

In her rich pastures midtsfd]^: 

And all things have piosp^ity 
By the Gods* favour flouiidim|: « 

Let minstrels round her altars smg 
Sweet lauds; and while dbelutel^dson 
Pure lips send up their orison. 

A power obnoxious to no term 
Be here: not novel and infirm; 

Soon blown and soon decayed. 

But on old honour staved ; 

Prescient in counsel, and withal, 

Of such foreknowledge liberal; 

Not jealous to exclude 
The sovran multitude, 

But rather guide them. And abroad 
Let them be slow to draw the sword. 

Much readier to maintain 
By processes humane 
^ Thewienl nj^t, than prompt to act: 

If bounden, ffithfiil to their pact, 

Ihdr arbiter the Court, 

And war their last resort. 

Let them keep fiists and festivals. 

Bring wreaths of bay and slaughter bulb, 

As did their sires of old. 

To the Lord Gods who hold 
Iheir land. For reverence and awe 
From son to sire b the third law 
Justice hath writ for men 
With monumental pen. 

Da, Dear children, I commend these temperate 


Upon die day appomted,;alii^ 

Choms 

Father, I, am afraid: the sh4>s haveeome 
So quickly, with scant interval between. 

I am possessed with dread, 

Doubts and fears importune me, 

Lest that my flight frr-^ped 
No way should fortune me. 

Oh, when the goal b won, 

The struggle nought availqdi me; 

Father, I am fordone; 

For fear my stipqgth faileth me. 

Da, Child, pluck up courage. The recorded voA 
Of Argos b a sovran peopie*s voice: | 

Certain I am that they will fight for thee. 

Choms 

£gyptus* sons are wild, abandoned men; 

Their lust of battle hard to be appeased: 

And if 1 say so thy heart knows *tis true. 

Tl^ have gotten them stalwart ships, 

The stout oak braces: 

They have gotten them shining ships 
With cruel steely frees. 

Th^ set a course o'er unknown waves; 

Tney struck an unseen quarry: 

And multitudes of tawny slaves 
Summoned to their foray. 




prayers. 

Tremble not if I break to you bad news. 

From thbour sanctuary and my watch-tower 
1 see the ship. No: 1 am not mistaken 
All too discernible b the sail— m ben t— 
Theawnin»— and the prow with painted eyes 
That look before on the Untraveil^ road— 

And the quick sense, too quick for those she loves 
not. 

To hearken to the guiding of the helm. 

The men on board, thebl^k limbs clothed in 
white, 

Are plain to see. And now the other craft, 
Store-dri{»and all, are in full view. The admiral ^ 

Is shonening sail, and, aH oars out, rows hard 
Under the lee of thefrnd. This must be freed 
With a fixed constancy: let not dismay 
I^yert your thoughts from these still watchful Gods. 
I return anon when I have gotten 
Odbmeand counsel. Like enough a herald— 

Of de^te^ that mean m fom 
Oaa^at harsh ixpibids^nay, hut diat 

Neimrdrdess, 

ReowhEiberj here ye have a present help. 
SfrcUoddidheer thea;wlimblie whoscorns 
Tlm<S»£UiM not m 


Da, Ay, but they'll meet their match; a multitude 
Whose arms by oft exjposure to the blaze 
Of burning noon are firm as marble filed. 

Ch. I pay vou, leave me not alone, my father. 
Left to herself a woman is but nought: 

She hath no stomach for brave dem of war. 

But they are men in mind and heart detang^; 
Posseaml, yea, mad with godless hist and pride: 

The human soul in them so much estrangra 
From holy thoughts, mercy and tmth 9 m awe. 
They reck them less than crows, wldi bedk and 
claw. 

That rob the altars of thii^ssanctified. 

Da, My children, thbsbalimtMng profit them; 
That which provokes in you resratfiu thoughts 
Shall work the wiath of the immortal Gods. 

Ch, Father, they fear no tridents: neither can 
Arrow or thunderrattestiuin their bands. . . 

They are too mudb awoifen wkh ihcfrr own ceneeb ^ 
For awe to sway them^^ m violent pfi^ ; 

Have run too frrtosmy^tfrebreckte ^ 

For aught that pseiMdiedsfrom ihesftho^ 

Butlilma jpock of <ttsobo(^ 

They woull nothtac, tb o o ^ oB dieGods‘ibKi0i:\ 

Da, Ay.butdueedogssnt^ootainat^ 
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Wimwbditeiicdra* 

as Mvage beasts, 

AU fury aiid aB IttstiilB all uiKieaiM 
Wc must 4efi^ otxrsdh^ against dieir attack 
AaqtBddy, as we may* 

Nay, there is time: 

Fleee^ neither set sail nor are brought, to anchor 
All in a moment: nor, when anchm hold, 

Are they who ^ej^erd ships so quick to moor 
And trust their safety to a cable’s stretch. 

And least of all when they have come to a land 
That hath no haven, and night draweth on. 

For when the sun departeth, night breeds care 
For a good seaman; troops cannot be landed 
With safety till a ddp be snu^y berthed. 

Then with a quiet mind be vigilant 
And ever mindful of the Gods, that so 
Ye make their succour certain. For the state, 

They shall not need to chide your messenger 
Because he’s old. For with the spirit of youth 
Here in my heart it needs must prompt my tongue. 

Exit. 

Chorus ^ 

Ho! Land of hills— ❖Sis-W 

Protectress, held in awe ' ' 

Of old— now by new bonds of treaty-law 

Knit to our. hearts— what ills 

Must we yet suffer at the hands of men? 

Where diall we find a refuge, holy one? 

In all this Apian earth is there no glen, 

No haunt of darkness hollowed from the sun, 
Where we may hide? 

1 would I were black smoke; a vapour dun 
Drawn upwards to the clouds of Zeus’ bright day. 
Or might 1 vanish quite away, 

Soaring where none should see me; none 
Fdlow: lost in the wide 
Of heaven, like dust that needs no wing 
To waft it in aerial vanishing. 

No refuge left: 

No shelter from the 

Insistent on-fidl of unwmpll^ woe. 

As waters in a cleft 

My heart’s blood ec^es turbulent and black. 

And this last touch mfutterest irony 
Thii^ in themself untoward do not lack, 

That all my fiither’s lookings forth to sea 
My feet enmesh; 

Tis I for foar have well nigh ceased to be. 

I woidd aboutmy aecka noofie were hound; 

1 would that there s^fc were found 

' Keeoikngfi^ the toK^ 

I W€Fi4d that I were dead and IM^ hadimidid 


And jm imrtKBfig aoss of 13^ 

Pcfoits a finger * Lone aiad 

And wmppM m contemplatfoa proud 

It o’erha^ thegulf bd^; 

There lean vultum flap ami flock; 

And, as if indeed it were 
A Umg spirit, its blind waQ 
Shall bmr record of my fidl 
Headlong— all my sorrows ending 
And heartless love which is heart’s rending. 

Then, I grudge not dogs their prey; 

Then, this body of mine shall foast. 

Birds that haunt the valley grounds* 
There’s no anguish in such wounds: 

They can never bleed afresh. 

Dying is to be released 
From all ills our living flesh 
Would with wailing wish away. 

Come with swift forestallins stride, 

Death, ere darker deed be done 
In the chamber of the bride. 

For of all the paths that run 
O’er the broad earth ’neath the sun ^ 
That which leads to the unwinding 
Of my sorrow is past flnding. 

Cry to Heaven; prayer’s full oblation 
Moves the Gods and sets me free. 

Father, from thy habitation 
Watch the battle soon to be. 

Turn away from guile the splendour 
Of those eyes whose light is law; 

Stroflig, be thou the weak’s defender, 

Zeus, who hold’st the work! in awe* 

For the male hath sought and found me. 
Fleeing, whither shall 1 fly? 

E^iypt’s sons will soon have bound me 
Wiidered with their battle-cry. 

Thine the might v beam suspended; 

All things tremble in thy scale. 

What can be begun.or ended 
Without thee for bliss or bale? 

Oh me! I am undone! 

What evil errand bringeth theeashore, 

Pirate? A rescuel Hoi 

This is the entering in of woe. 

But more will follow— morel 
To our divine protectors run! 

Pelpgus— Lord . ’ 


. ffm/d. AhoasdlAJboairil 
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Drive ye before me with the slaver’s goad, 

Hack heads off till blood spouts like rain. 

Back to the ship again, 

And may the red plague harry ycl 
Ck, I would that somewhere on the weltering 
road 

Of multitudinous ocean ye had sunk, 

That of its bitter waters ye had drunk 

Enough to drown your bark and quench your pride. 

Then were we happy sitting side by side, 

Even as now we were, 

Free from trouble, free from care, 

Hid in this leafy bower. 

Once and for all hear my commands; lay by 
Violence and wrong and mad impiety. 

Hence from this holy spot. 

And anger not 
The Argivc power. 

Ah, may I never see again the flood 
That fattencth the flesh of Egypt’s kine, 

And breeds a procreant humour in man’s blood 
Even as sap clothes the bare bough with green. 
Argivc I am of long descended line, 

Queen, and the daughter of a Queen. 

He, Rant— rail your fill, 

But whether ye will not or ye will 
Ye must aboard! 

Ch, Alack! Why tarry they? 

Make speed, or we are lost! 

He, If ye delay. 

From where ye sit I’ll drag ye with these hands. 

Ch, O’er ocean-lawns sheeted with salt sea-spume 
May ye be dragged and driven to and fro. 

With helpless tossings of these cruel hands, 

Where from the Syrian coast the wild winds blow 
With wailing heard along the mounded sands 
Beneath Sarpedon’s tomb. 

He, Shriek, wail and howl and call upon the Gods. 
’Tis not so light a thing to overleap 
A ship of Egypt. Wherefore tune thy voice 
To sadder music, a more bitter curse. 

Ch, TTic dark wave whelm thee rounding ness on 
ness 

Where Cyprus’ forests clothe her capes of wrath, 

And Nile, that mighty Nile which sent thee forth. 
Strike out thy name— one insolent the less. 

He, Aboard I Aboard I The ship has put about 
Ready to go to sea. Get thee ab(»rd. 

Or I will lug thee by the forelock. 

He rushes at the TiK^KosKs^follawed by his men, 
Ch, Father, a thing in human shape and yet 
Alurkerinthenet 
T^t Evil spins for mortal woe, 
like an industrious spider to and fro 
Weaves Unk by link and thread by thread 
Its latticed snare. 

Earth, Mother Earth, the spectre dread, 
nighttnare 
Drive away, 

O MoriicrEarthI O Father Zleus, I pray! 

^e. InaiiW fearful of your Argivc Gods; 

They su<;kled not my youth nor fed my age. 
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Ch, What shall I call thee? A two-footed snake, 

A viper creeping from the brake 
With venomed fang to bruise 
My heel. O Mother Earth, 
ng Drive hence the beast of monstrous birth ! 

Hear, Mother Earth! Hearken, O Father Zeus! 

He, Get thee aboard and with a better grace; 

Else shall thy gauzes, muslins and thy veils 
pride. Cry out for ruth and rending reck them not. 

Ch, They overpower me! Chiefs, lords, princes, 
save! 

He, Anon, anon ! Courage ! Thou soon shalt have 
Princes enow: yEgyptus’ fifty sons! 

Be of good cheer; thou shalt not lack for lords! 

Ch, I.ost, lost— OKing— O sacrilegious slave! . 
He, I have thee now; heave her abrard by the i \ 
hair: 

She’s a slack one and slow of hearing. , . 

Enter pelasgus with armed attendant^. 
Pe. Hold! 

i Ruffian, what’s this? How darest thou insult 

Pclasgian soil, ay, and Pelasgia’s sons? 

Or dost thou think thou’rt come to a land where 
none 

But women dwell? Barbarian to Greek 
Is used to be more humble. Thou wilt find 
That thy wild shooting misses the just scope 
And aim of action, reckoning up thy wrong. 

He, I take thee at thy word and ask thee, where 
I reach beyond what law and justice warrant? 

5- Pe. First thou’rt an alien; yet most ignorant 

pume Of what becomes thee in that quality. 

He, Who? I? I found what had been lost : no 
more. 

ow Pe, Have not you aliens your officers? 

And which of these didst thou bespeak? 

Hermes, 

Gods. The Lord of trover. 

01 arc Gods thy patrons. 

And dost thou serve them with dishonour? 

He, I 

ss on Pay worship to the Gods of mighty Nile. 

Pe. And ours are nought, if I hear thee aright. 
h He, Look you, these women arc mine and in my 

■ tn, power: 

Let me sec him who dares to take them from me. 
t Pe, Lay hands upon them at thy peril. 

This 

To a stranger! ’Tis not hospitable. 
men. ft, Tush! 

1 waste no courtesy on aliens 

Who violate the sanctuary of the Gods. 

He. ^yptus’ sons shall hear of this. 

/^L ^l**^^* I a clear report— 

M her^dsshould-iirfiat diall I *ay ? By whom 
nm I dismissed, sent empty-handed back, 

^ere women— cousins, close in blood withal--* 

Taken from me? Not that weight of evidtme^ 

here determine ui what sense the doom 

^t Arcs must pronounce shaU be decreed, 

Nor arc the damages assessed in com 
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And there an end. No: long ere that can be 
Many a tall fellow first must bite the dust 
And lives be gasped away with writhing of limbs. 

Pe. Why should I tell thee who I am? In time 
Thou’lt learn my name; thou and thy fellows too. 

As for these women» went they willingly. 

Were they content, thou xnight’st lead them away» 
Could *st thou show cause that piety allows. 

But now the sovran people of this realm 
Have with one voice established their decree 
Never to yield their virtue up to force. 

And through and through that act the nail is 
driven 

So that it standeth fast. Thou hast my answer; 

Not writ in folded tablets, nor yet sealed 
In any secret scroll: but overt, the plain speech 
Of an unfettered tongue. Now— quit my sight. 

He, May victory and power that victory gives 
Be with the men. 

' Pe, Oh, ye will find men here. 

Trust me, no bousers of thin barley ^brew. 

Exit HERALD and his followers. 
And now with your handmaidens all of you 
Walk boldly to the city. ’Tis well fenced 
And locked with deep device of wards and towers. 
Many fair dwellings are maintain^ there 
At the public charge. With no illiberal hand 
Myself am lodged. Here ye may share a house 
With others, or, if it likes ye, live alone. 

The best is at your service: take your choice 
And let it be the fairest ye can find: 

Twill cost ye nothing. Look upon myself 
And the whole body of the citizens. 

Whose mandate this effects, as your protectors. 
More powerful patrons ye’ve no Qecd to ask. 

Ch, Sire, may your great courtesy 
Plenteously rewarded be. 

Please you now to send to us 
Our brave father, Danaus; 

His wise forethought points our way; 

Where he counsels we obey. 

He will choose us our abode 
In some kindly neighbourhood. 

For so it is, strange spewh, strange ways 
Are a mark for men’s dispraise. 

Happier be our lot: may we 
Dww with honour in your land 
Free from hatred, censure-free. Exit kino. 
Captives of the bow and spear, 

Vet not unefaerished, not less dear» 

Each in order take your stand 
By your mistresses, for you 
Are our maiden retinue 
That Danaus in his day of power 
<»ave us for a queenly dower. 

Enter danaus with armed guard. 
Oa. C^iidrdk»untotheArgives offer prayers, 
Blood-offeiiugs and libations, as to Gods 
Olympianl (or our saviours they arc 
Past qu^tioh. When 1 told their magistmtes 
How ye were used, their friendly hearts ttetivtd 
My tK&igsiasudb wise as to our kin 


Shall prove a draught of bitter wine. Mysdf 
This body-guard of spearmen they assign^. 

Both that 1 might be honourably attended, 

And lest by sudden sword-stroke 1 should &li 
Ere they could rescue me, unto their land 
A burden and a curse for ever. Wherefore 
Let gratitude to them hold in your hearts 
The highest place and set your course. Moreover 
To much already graven there add this 
Paternal precept. Time assays the worth 
Of things unknown; and every tongue is busy 
With a new-comer’s reputation, not 
Oftenest for good: a word and ’tis bespattered. 
Shame me not in your youth when alt men’s eyes 
Will look your way. ’Tis difficult to guard 
The tender fruit. It is desired of men 
With patient watchings— for desire is human — 
Of feathered fowls and beasts that walk the earth. 
So with the body : when *tis melting ripe. 

Trust Cypris but the world will hear of it 
If once she find the orchard-gate unlatched. 

Then at the loveliness of virgin bloom 
An arrow winged with dangerous charm is shot 
From every roving eye, vanquished at sight 
By irresistible desire. Let not 
Our wills succumb to that the which to escape 
We bore much toil, ploughed many perilous seas 
On shipboard : neither let us work ourselves 
Shame and confusion, to mine enemies 
Triumph and very bliss. A double choice 
1$ ours. Pelasgus and the State at la^e 
Each offer us a home; and both arc free. 

You sec Fate throws us sixes. It remains 
That ye your frither’s precepts strictly keep. 
Counting your virtue dearer than your lives. 

Chorus 

In all things else may the Olympian Gods 
Prosper us. For my youth fear not, my frither. 

In this ripe season ot my beauty. If 

The Gods have not appointed some new thing 

I mean to walk where heretofore 1 trod. 

Set forward to the city then 
And to her Gods gi\’e thanks, 

Lords of their bliss within her walls 
Or dwellers by the banks 

Of Erasinus old. And you. 

Dear maids, our music sweet 
Accompany with clapping hands 
And dance of rhy th^c feet! 

Our song is of Pelasgia’s town, 

And we will hymn no more 
The fullness of the fluctuant Nile, 

But placid streams that pour 

T^ lanJ with chiMislunu^ 

Turning stiff tiacts eff stubborn greund 
To mt and (ertiie earth. 







dbflste Artemis, watch over us, 
And love come in tender |utse, 
Iitot Ibrced by Cytfaerea*$ might; 
We widi our foes that prize. 


AEstam^s 



That boon were best of all; and yet thy 
Would move a will that none jqaaiwwiy* 

Smi-Ck. And thou can'st not disfs^n £at^ty» ; f; 
Senti^Ch* Can 1 behold the lOmdic^ZjB^.G ' 


Look into that unjEithomabledeep? 


Semi-Chorus, But wc forget not Cypris. Let none 
deem 

Our harmless song is meant in her dispraise. 

For ^e with Hera sways 
The heart of Zeus, and he is Loxd Supreme. 

The subtle Goddess hath her rites; with young 
Desire playing at his mother’s side; 

Nor less Persuasion to whose charming tongue 
No boon that heart can give or worth approves 
May be denied. 

Yea, music hath her share 
In Aphrodite’s Empire fair, 

Music with all the train of whispering Loves* ‘ 
Semi-Ch, All is fulfilled as Destiny decrees, 

And Zeus is great: it is not given to men 
To thwart his purposes 

Or reach beyond the bounds that he hath set. 

Pray rather, then. 

That once the rite be said, 

This marriage that we so much dread 
May bring more bliss than ever wife knew yet. 
Serm-Ch. May the great Zeus grant that I ne’er 
Wed with a son of King ^gyptus. 

SemlCh, Yea, 


Due measure when thou prayest thou dbotdd’st 
keep. 

Semi~Ch, Where lies the mark that may not be 
o’er trod? 

Semi-Ck, Search not too fiir the purposes oi God^ 
Chorus 

Zeus is King: may he decree 
1 be bounden to no lord 
Loathed for.lust and cruelty 1 
Mighty suid most gentle, he 
With remedial touch restored 
loin her misery 

To calm of mind from sorrow free. 

And may he this woman’s war 
Crown with victory. Life and Fate 
Demand that we exact no more 

It contents me then, whate’er 

The judgment which the Gods approve 

If there be embodied there 

Justice which my prayers could move. 

Exewa. 





THE PERSIANS 


DRAMATIS mRSONAE 

Aiossa, Queen ofFerHa, uAdowofDmus 
and mother of Xerxes 
A Mbsse^br 
Thb Ghost op Darius 
Xerxbs 

Chorus of Pbrszan Elders, the Minims 
of State 


An open place brfore the Tomb ofoxaam. 
Chorus 

Wf are the hiithftil ministers 
Of Persia's absent sons, 

That marched away to Hellas; 

Their gdden mansions. 

Rich with all wealth and splendour, 
Are in our trust and care. 

For the great king, King Xerxes, 
Darius' son and heir, 

Chose us as wise men well in years 
The realm for him to hdd ; 

But for his homeward prepress 
His host a*gleam with gmd. 

The bodily heart is harrmd 
With auguries of ill; 

Asia is stripp^ (^manhood; 

A young king hath his will: 

But to this metiodotiun 
Proud siege of Persia’s kings 
No runner comes, no rider 
Good newsor bad news brings^ 
ToSusaaodiEdMitanR . 

They bade a long furew^; 

They saw bdund them sink from si|^t 
OUKtssia’s citadel; 

Atri some rode out on horseback, 

And some in long drips sailed; 

SaoMt ^bddmckmng up their ranb 
tW {bqtisienstrode au«maUed. 
Amistfeshmteth with the^ 

A^ great Anaphrenes; 

^^^^cf^Ssatrapies, 

thmeagreater 

ABil imbBt tee tbeir higli hearO 


Sosthenes, charioteer, 

Artembares, the rider bold 
Whom charging squadrons cheer, 
Masistres and Pharandaces; 

With n^y a doughty fere 
Whom Nile, great nourisher of men. 

Sent forth; Pegastogon, 

Egyptian born; Susiskanes, 

And Artames, whose wone 
Is sacred Memphis; there he rules; 

And Ariomardus, lord 
Or Thebes, that ancient child of Time; 

Marsh'folk to pull aboard 
The galleys, fearsome combatants 
Past count; and in their train 
The langour-loving Lydians^ 

Lords of the Asian main. 

Two royal men command them, 

Arcteus of fur renown, 

And the great lord Metrogathes; 

And their all-golden town, 

Sardis, hath sent forth men that fide 
On cars of aspect dread, 

With double voke of horses. 

And triple narnessAi: 

And Tharulris and Mardon, 

Of Tmolus’ holy hill 
Near neighbours Mh, have ta’en an cRfh 
(The which may heaven fribSyi), 

Tocast the yoke oaHdIas 
That holaeth freedom dear; 

They RrethestufFofiron mu^, 

Hud anvils to thespear^ 

Then come the MysAm ^mgm; 

Aod golden Babyhm _ 

Hathsent a min^, motley faosty 
Endlesdy wiiKbngoot 
And some afc sailofs of the Seel, 

And odicandmwihebow^ ^ 

AB AsiaiKiotalterldih^ r * 

The great i^g bids thuh go. . 

Ay, th^ are gone) Thebloo^ the me^ 
The prided PeniRtt caidi; 

And withamsp^tylosigiag 
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The land that gave them birth, 

Asia, their nursing mother, mourns; 

And day success to day, 

And wives and little ones lose heart. 

Sighing the time away. 

I grant you that our royal host. 

The wall&l city’s scourge. 

Hath long since reached the neighbour coast 
That frowns across the surge; 

Hath roped with moored rafts the strait, 
Their path the heaving deck, 

At Athamantid Helle’s Gate 
Upon the sea’s proud neck 
Bolting a yoke from strand to strand: 

And Asia’s hordes, I grant. 

Outnumber the uncounted sand: 

Our king is valiant: 

He shepherdeth a mighty flock, 

God’s benison therewith, 

Till iron arms all Hellas lock. 

Port, isle and pass and frith. 

And at his word leap captains bold 
Ready to do or die, 

Being himself of the race of gold. 

Equal with God most high. 

The dragon-light of his black eyes 
Darts awe, as to express 
The lord of mighty argosies 
And minions numberless. 

So, seated in his Syrian car, 

He leads ’gainst spear and pike 
His sagittaries: death from far 
Their wounding arrows strike. 

Meseemeth none of mortal birth 
That tide of men dare brave, 

A sea that delugeth the earth, 

A vast resistless wave. 

No! Persia’s matchless millions 
No human power can quell. 

Such native valour arms her sons. 

Such might incomparable! 

For Fate from immemorial age 
Chose out her sons for power: 

Bade them victorious war to wage 
And breach the bastioned tower; 

In chivalry to take delight 
Where clashing ^uadrons close: 
Kingdon^ and pities the might 
Of their strong arm o’erthrows. 

They gaze on (Kean lawns that leap 
With bickering billows gray 
Swept by fierce winds; their myriads sweep 
Ocean’s immense highway. 

Where, leashed with cables fibre-fine, 

Tlicir buoyant galleys bridge 
The rough waves of the sundering brine 
From ridge to crested ridge. 

And yet what man, of woman born, 

Outwits the guile of God ? 

T^pit He digs what foot may scorn, 
Though withall lightness shod? 


For ruin first with laughing foce 
Lures man into the net. 

Whence never wight of mortal race 
Leapt free and scatheless yet. 

These are the thoughts that fret and fray 
The sable garment of my soul. 

Shall Persia’s host sing “Wellaway,” 

With universal shout of dole; 

Shall Susa hear, of manhood shorn? 

Shall this imperial city mourn? 

Yea, and shall Kissia’s castle-keep 
With answering note of grief reply? 

Shall huddled women wail and weep 
Bearing the burthen to that cry, 

While torn in rents their raiment falls 
And tattered hang their costly shawls? 

Not one is left : all they that drive 

Or ride proud steeds, all footmen stout. 

Like swarming bees that quit the hive. 

With him that leads the dance, went out; 
Shackling two shores across the sea 
They thrust a floating promontory. 

But beds are wet with many a tear 
Where late the longed-for love lay warm; 
New luxury of grief is dear 
To our fair Persians: some mailed form 
She kissed “Goodbye,” her love, her own. 

Each misses, left in wedlock lone. 

Men of Persia, here in council, seated round thb 
ancient roof. 

Sounding deep, for sore the need is, let us put it to 
the proof. 

How it fareth with King Xerxes, great Darius’ 
golden heir, 

Lord of lieges, mighty dynast, who made Persia 
rich and fair; 

Whether conquest wingeth onward with the 
drawing of the bow 

Or the ashen-hafted spear-head crowns with victory 
the foe. 

But, behold, a light that shineth with august and 
godlike rays, 

Royal Mother of King Xerxes, regnant Queen erf 
my young days; 

Rapidly her chariot rollcth; in the dust I lay me 
prone; 

Homage, love and loyal duty proffer we in unison. 

- ^ ^ Emer the Kto%SK, 

Queen-Dowager of Persian dames deep-veiled, 
Mother of Xerxes and Darius’ wife, 

Spouse of a god, and not less justly hailed 
As to one geidlike authoress of life 
Unless the power that prospered u$ of yore 
Now with our armies goeth out no morel 

Atossa. Hierefore am I come forth into dieday 
From golden courts and diat onechamtNsr four ' 



'Where tn my arms the great Darius lay. 

My heart too feeb the canker-fret of care; 

■Good friends, ! have a story for your ears 
That wakes within a train of haunting fears. 

What if great wealth should scatter in his stride 

Ood being withfiim? Doubts new-felt divide 
My mind. Possessions must not be revered 
Save as men use them; yet they that have none 
How poorl To them what lustre hath the sun? 

For in themsdves great riches are not wrong: 
That’s not my fear: but when the master’s eye 
Through absence fails, the thought in me is strong, 
A house is blind except its lord be by. 

Herein, grave sirs, interpret and advise; 

In your sage counsel all my wisdom lies. 

Ch, Be sure of this, Queen of this land of ours. 
There never was nor ever can be need 
To ask us twice for help by word or deed. 

So far as ripe experience empowers 
Leal hearts to proffer guidance: in our breast 
There is no thought save how to serve thee best. 
At. I am much conversant with dreams at night 
Since with his army my dear son is gone 
To ravage and lay waste Ionia, 

But nothing yet so startlingly distinct 
As yesternight, as you shall forthwith hear. 

For there appeared to me in bright apparel 
Two women; one with Persian robes adorned. 

The other in the Dorian garb; and each 
Taller in stature than are women now, 

Faultlessly fair, both sisters of one house. 

The first in Hellas dwelt, by sortilege 
Assigned; the other lived in Barbary. 

And so it was, that in my dream methought 
There was some kind of quarrel 'twixt the twain. 
Which, when my dear son was apprbed of it. 

He would compose and make them live as friends. 
And so he harnessed them to a chariot 
Lashing their necks to the yoke. And the tall form 
Clad in our raiment answered to the rein; 

But the other struggled ; tore the tackle up 
And without bit orbiidle breaking loose 
Snapped the strong yoke asunder. My son fell; 
Ana suddenly his rather stood beside him. 

Even Darius, sorry for his fall. 

This is the vision I beheld last night. 

But when 1 rose and in fair-flowine stream 
Had washed my hands, so cleansed for sacrifice 
I stood before an altar, purposing 
To make my offering of the elements 
To the Divine Forfenders, whose indeed 
The office is. And, io, an eagle fled 
To Phoebus* burning brazierl Good my friends. 
When 1 that 1 was struck dumb with fear. 

And presendy a &lcon flew at him, 

Beat him almt the body with its win^ 

And ivith itaf laws his proud crest-feathets 


And Strang^— and pasang straage^the eagle 
qumled 

Nor dam at all retaliate. What I saw 
Filled me srith dread and will affright your eats. 

Well do ye know that if our son succeed 
He will become the wonder of the world; 

And even if he fr il, there is no law 
Can call him to account; but unimpaired. 

Life granted him, his throne is o’er this bnd. 

Ch. Mother, we would not by aught we might say 
Alarm unduly or raise hopes too high. 

Better approach the gods, better go pray. 

If shapes of ugly seeming haunt tmne eye. 

Beseech them to deliver thee from ill. 

And for thyself, thy children and the State 
And all thou lovest good things to fulfil. 

This done, with drink-offerings propitiate 
Earth and the dead; and then entreat thy spouse» 
Darius, whom thou say’st that yesternight 
Thou did’ St behold, for thee and for thy house 
Up from the underworld into the light 
To send good luck, and adverse things blindfrdd 
Muffle in nether darkness. Not untau^ 

By my prophetic soul have I made boui 
To speak, convinced so best may good be sought. 

Au Well, come what may, my dream hath found 
in thee 

A first expounder loyal to our son 
And all our house. May fiiir as fair can be 
Befall. I’ll get me home. All shall be done 
In honour of the gods and the dear dead 
That dwell beneath the earth, as thou hast said. 

But, good my friends, tell me where Athens lies? 

Ch. Far, far away, westwards— beyond these 
skies— 

Where kingly Helios pales his golden fires. 

Au Is that the land that our dear son desire^ 

Gone on so long a chase, to make his prey? 

CK Assuredly : if Athens own his sway 
Ail Hellas must before his footstool bend. 

Au Is’t a great people? Can this Athens send 
’Gainst him a numerous armament? 
a. WeMedes 

Have cause to know their army by its deeds. 

Au Are they great archers then? 

Ch. Princess, not so: 

Tis not the arrow’s point, the sinewy bow. 

That makes them to be feared: stand they or 
charge 

They are close fighters with the spear and targe. 

Au What more of mark ? Have they much wealth 
laid by? 

Ch, A vein of silver is their treasury. 

Au Who b the ruler thb people? 

Lord of their levies and their revenue? 

Ch. Subject theyare not unto any man: 

They say “slave” sorts not with “Adienian.^^ 

Au Have they no master? The less iflcdyiiiqr 
To stand thdir ground againstinvadnm* 

Ck Nay, 

Ebrius’ armament thb kuiglessfrulk ^ . . 

Fm itsipendour and ks 

^7 
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And utterly d^^ittoycd. 

At. There’s matter few 

For anxious questionings^ not without fear, 

For all whose sons went up ’gainst Athens. 

Ci: Thou. 

0 Queen, if diat I err not, shalt even now 
Hear the authentic story. Here is a man 
Able to tell us how the Persians ran 

In this momentous race; and, whether good 
Or iH his tidings, he brings certitude. 

Enter a messbngeiu 

Messer^. Ye habitations of broad Asia, 

And thou, O land of Persia, receipt 
Of alHuent wealth, how much and how great glory 
Hath perished at a blow! Of Persian men 
Hie flower is fall’n and vaded! Woe is mel 
111 is it to be the bearer of bad tidings. 

And yet, for hard necessity constrains, 

1 am to cloak up nothing, Persians—tell 

The woeful talc to the end! All’s lost; the power 
Of Parbary is utterly destroyed. 

Ch. O unimagined ruin, dark and drear 
And fathomlessly deep! 

Weep, men of Persia, while ye hear 
And harken while ye weep! 

Me. Yea, we have fought it to a finish— I 


Hath struck me diimb» fiir 
May not be toki and stops dm mouth 
But men must bear the troubles Heavenaeodi* 
Compose thyself then ; and this dire disaster. 
Much as thou mournest it, fully unJUd. 

Who hath not Men? And whom must we lament 
Among the leaders oi the people? Who 
Of titled and of sceptred rank hath 
A gap among our noblest by his death? 

Me. Xerxes himself is among the living; he 
Beholds the light of day. 

At. ' A light indeed 

To me and ail my housel A glad day-break 
After black mirk of night. 

Me, ^ . But Artembares 

Chief of ten thousand horse, is brayed and beat 
All up and down the sharp Silenian shore. 

And Dadakas, the Chiliarch, struck by a spear 
Dropped like an airy diver in the sea. 

And Tenagon, most noble Tenagon, 

True Bactrian to the core, is a wanderer now 
Round Ajax’ wave-washed, ocean-echoing isle. 
Lilaeus, Arsames and Argotes 
Pdl fighting, and are ground against the rocks 
That gird the steep holm where the ring-doves 
breed: 
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Thought not to see the day of my return. 

Ch. O life! too tedious pilgrimage 
To the last span outdrawn! 

On fading eyes waxed dim with weary age 
Was this dark day to dawn? 

Me, Persians, the story that 1 have to tell 
Is not a thing caught up from others* lips; 

All ills prepared tor our discomfiture 
Myself was witness of; yea, had my share. 

Ch. Vain, vain the arrow-blast, 

The tumult of loud war! 

Vain all the missiles Asia idly cast 
On Hellas’ fetal shore! 

Me. The bodies of men miserably slain 
Lie heaped upon the shore of Salamis 
And glut full many a creek and cove thereby. 

Ch. Tlic bodies of the men that died 

The breakers buffet, the billows beat! 
Tinct with the azure of the sea-salt tide. 
Rolled with the wreckage of a s^ttered 
Beet! 

Me. Hiere was no help in arrow or in bowl 
Our whdc fleet foundered when their warships 
rammed. 

Ch, Howl! Cry aloudiCaH down upon the foe 

AoTMOt LI t 


I evil their hearts devi^ they wrought! 

Moum^ th^phty host that they have brought 

Me. OSafcmisldjou execrable namcl 


inourmreaieaiberittg the 

.Amensfferevlftrhatefultothyfocsl 

Wn^ ju meim^Vbook for thee xL recoi 
At.. I lyyje kept snence long; cafer]nf t y 
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And Arcteus, neighbour once of inland streams. 
Founts of Egyptian, Nilus, and Adeues, 

Yea, and Pharnuchus, weighted with the load 
Of ponderous armour— three from out one ship— 
Plunged overboard. The Chrysian Matallus, 

Lord of ten thousand fighting men, went down. 
And he who marshalled thirty thousand horse, 

All black, his dark, flame-coloured, bushy beard 
Dyed gules in hb own gore. The Arabian 
Kfegus, and Artames the Bactrian. 

Far from the rough, stern land he chose for home. 
Perbhed in those disastrous seas. There «anlf 
AMtrb; and Amphbtreus cast away 
Hb spear. And Ariomardus, good as brave. 

To the great grief of Sardb met hb death. 

And Seirames the Mysian b slain: 

And Tharubb, of five times fifty ships 
Grand Admiral— he was Lemsean-bom 
And beautiful withal— b lost. AlackI 
He gave his life in an unlucky cause. 

The bravest of the brave, Syennesb. 

Generalissimo of the Cilicians. 

A man whose splendid cost more blood 
To the enemy than any single be, 

Died gloriously. Thus much have Z toU 
Touclung the captains of the host. And am 
^^cJl^^dbastcrs. where theyememmmh 

the very crown ^ 

summit of all sorrow. For proud Penk 

Dir«t humiliation; shriekmishr^ » 

Shall fol ow on thy news. But rettace diy 
Tp me how many sail the Hdkm hid^ 

AiblHlliilWA ’ 
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Wth munbefi^totdecUe. be wcS enured 
Victoiv had oowaed dn Am 
llie^i^eildybm 
IHian teudivub»n ef 

Aiid but aiisbeef ihm ia the d^ttng^Unel 
Xetxes, it km potat rntfaia my nowle^ 

Went iato aciaoii mth a tlimwitad rail: . 
Twohuadred dsipsaiidaeveaof hi^ speed 
Is the reputed reckomne. Accuse us not 
That in this we to pky dm man: 

A Goditwaswhobrokeouffmwer> weighed down 
The j udgment scale with no imparl^ hand. 

There aie divinities that keep the reaLoi 
Of divine Pslks safe. 

At. IsAthenssafe? 

Xs not the cky sadcfid? 

Me. Ay, but her men! 

They live, and therefore h^ defence is sure. 

At. Tell mehow first the fleets encountered; who 
Began the attack, the Hdilenes or my son 
Exulting in the numbtf of his ships? 

Me. Princess, the first beginner of dl the woes 
That afterwards ensued, though whence he camg 
None knoweth, was some genius of wrath, 

Some wicked spirit such as lures men on 
To their destruction. There came a man, 

A Hdiene, from the Athenian host, and he 
On this wise spake unto Xerxes, thy son— 

*Tf there shall come adusk and darksome night 
The Hellenes will not tarry; leaping down 
Upon their rowers' benches they will pull 
For safety, hither, thither scattering 
In secret ffigbt." And when thy son heard that 
He instantly-^percetving not the guUe 


lie mstantiy-^percetvmg not tbe guile 
Of the Hellene nor the spite ci iesTous Gods*- 
Made known to all the captains of his ships 
That when the burning sun shotdd cease to beam 
Across the world, and glimmering twilight tack 
The court and curtilage of serene air. 

The main armada must disperse and form 
Three squadrons line abreast, Idocktng tbeextis 
And nartow channels where the salt waves churn; 
The residue to compass A|ax’ Isle. 

Then, if the HtHcnestur^ to fl ee from doom 
By pcivlly wididiwwing in die dark, 

Not^SW coidd.get awav, whde fleet 

Mii$^ m mto om haim So imake t^^ 

In sanflsm mood, sdth not m least surmise 
Of tlmifiviiie |»urpose, pieiend^ 

And not atafl lA any tfisartay 
But wldind^adplim tfeedmee, 

They mad^ them dion^ 

to the wdl^turned thole; 

Andwfimdtoittn 

Each 

Andevi^capiam^ crews. 

And down tfaeloaf lioei ofou^ 

SqoaciNiili waqfiiu^ cbeeiily, 

Hafltagnidk^^ 

1 twfciirrfhfiffditarlrw ril nirir 


Made noatteointtosteid away isofeen. 

But when^ithW white hoitosday Aone feir 
And overspread dm broad and ampfe earth. 

Them rose and zai^ from the 
A roar of voices musical with psalms; 

And loudly fiom the idand precipices 
Echo gave back an answenng cheer. Thereat 
Seeing their judgment grievoudy at feult, 

Fear tell on die barbarians. Not tor flight 
Did the Hellenes then chant that inspiring hymn. 
But readiutdiy going into batde. 

Whereto the trumpet set all hearts on fire. 

The word was given, and, instantaiyotidy, 

Oars smote the roaring waves in unison 
And churned the foam up. Soon their whole fleet 
appmred; 

The port division thrown out likea horn 
In precise order; then the main of them 
Put out against us. We could plainly hear 
The thunder of their dbouting as they came. 
"Forth, sons of Hellas! free your land, and feee 
Your children and your wives, the native seats 


This is a bout that hazards all ye have." 

And verily from us in the Persian tongue 
There rose an answering roar; the long suspense 
Was ended. In an instant, ship smote ship. 

With thrust of armoured prow. The first to nun 
Was a Greek; that impact carried clean away 
A tall Phoenician's poop. Then all came on. 

Each steering forthright for a ship of ours. 

At first the encountering tide of Persians held; 

But caught in the narrows, crowded without sea- 
room. 

None could help other; nay, they fell aboard 
Their own ships, crashingin with beak of bronze, 
mi all their oars were snudbed. But the Hellenes 
Rowed round and round, and widb sure seamandiip 
Struck where they chose. Many of ours capsized. 
Until the very sea was hid from sight 
Chdeed up with drifeing wreckage and drowning 
men. 

Ihe beaches and low rocks were stocked with 
corpses: 

The few barbarian vesseb sdil afloat. 

Fouling each other, fled in besdloy rout. 

But they with broken oars and splmterod span 
Beat us like tunnies or a draught of fish, 

Yea, smote men's backs asuamn’; and all the whiler 
Shrieking and wailing hushed the ocean surge, 

*rUl n4;ht looked dom and dky were npt aw^ 
But, truly, i£l should dbooune the length 
Of ten long days X could not sum our woes. 

Ihere never y^ 'twsxt sunifee and siiti^ 

Perished so vast a multitude of men. 

At. WoelwoelAnoceanofcahumty 
Hath broke on Pern and aU Baiha^ 

Me. But thhuitot the hil£ A gikf ensiled 
So hm vy , ito foromiiier Iddn t^ 

At. 

What spfto of maike adverse toour hes^ 

$wee|» thtou^ some mom 







AESCMYLUS 




Hie moving finger that metes out our woes? 

Me» Hie prime of Persian manhoodi mhn who had 
True greatness in their souls, illustrious horn. 

And ever among the first in the king’s trust, 

Died miserably a most inglorious death. 

At. Good fiiends, was ever woman so accursed 
With evil fortune? Tell me how they died. 

Me. lliere is an island opp(»ite the shores 
Of Salamis, a little, wretch^ isle, 

With never a safe cove where ships may ride. 

But Pan, who loves the choric dance, haunts there. 
Footing it lightly on the wave-washed strand. 
Thither the king despatched them, with intent 
That when the enemy, forced to abandon ship. 
Sought safety on that isle, they might with ease 
Put all the host of Hellas to the sword, 

And rescue their own comrades from the salt 
Sea-friths. But he judged ill the event. For when 
The Gods the glory of the sea-fight gave 
Unto the Hellenes, armed to the teeth they sprang 
Ashore and compassed the whole island round. 

So that they knew not where to turn. And many 
They battered to death with stones: some they shot 
dead 

With arrows: finally, to make an end, 

Rushed in and finished o£F their butcher’s work 
Hacking their helpless victims limb from limb. 

Until not one of them was left alive. 

And Xerxes, when he saw that depth beyond 
All depths of sorrow, wailed aloud. For he sat 


To the Magnesian county and the coasts 
Of Macedtmia by the Axian frith 
And Bolbe’s reedy marshes and the range 
Pangaean—country of Edonia. 

And on that very night God caused a frost 
Out of due season: Strymon’s holy stream 
Was frozen over. And many, that heretofore 
Denied the Gods, thanked heaven upon their 
knees. 

Yea, bowed themselve^ to earth and sky. And when 
They had made an end of calling on the Gods 
The host began to cross on the firm ice. 

And whoso crossed before the beams of God 
Were scattered wide, reached safety. But anon 
The round, bright sun with blazing rays of fire 
Made right across the stream a waterway, j \ 
Thawing the midst thereof with glowing heat. - 
And then they fell in heaps : he happiest \ 
Who soonest gasped away the breath of life. 

All that wereleft, all that had won to safety, \ 

Crossed Thrace and in the teeth of fearful harddiips. 
That desperate retreat accomplished, came— 

But they were few indeed — to their own home. 
Behold these things are merest truth: but much 
I leave unsaid ; many and grievous woes 
The wrath of God hurled down upon our host. 

Exit MESSENOSa. 

Ch. Spirit whose dispensation is too hard. 

Thou hast set a heavy foot upon our necks. 

Ground Persia in the dust! 


. Upon a throne conspicuous to the host, 

On a high hill beside the open sea. 

There with rent robes and a heart-piercing cry 
Straightway he gave the signal to his troops 
Drawn up upon the shore and let them go 
In wild, disordered fli^t. This further stroke 
Of fortune’s malice fell for thee to mourn. 

At. O wicked spirit I How did’st thou beguile 
Our Persians’ hearts! How bitter a revenge 
Upon illustrious Athens was vouchsafed 
To our dear son! Not all that Barbary lost 
Beforetime on the field of Marathon 
Sufficed! But, thinking to repay in kind 
All that we suffered there, he hath drawn on 
A deluge of immeasurable woe! 

But tcU me of the ships that ’scaped destruction. 
Where didst thou leave these? Hast sure news of 
them? 

Me. The captains of the remnant hoisted sail 
And ran before the wind, a rabble rout. 

But the remainder of our army perished 
In the Boeotian country, some of thirst 
For lack of solace of refreshing springs. 

We that were left, taking no time to breathe, 
Oossed into Phocis and the Locrian land 
^ the Maliac gulf where the Spercheius flows 
Watering a broad j^in with his gracious stream. 
Achaia and the Thessalian cities then 
Opened to us their gates, but we were sore 

for lack of meat. And there the most 
P^ished of thirst and hunger, for, God wot. 

We mint contend with both. Anon we came 


At. My heart is sick; 

I mourn a vanished host! Visions of the night 
How plainly ye portended woe! And you, 

How fondly ye interpreted my dream ! 

Natheless, since here at least your oracle 
Fails not, I will go pray, first to the Gods; 

Then I will take the sacred elements— 

Offerings to earth, oblations to the dead— 

And come to you again. Things past I know; 

But I would fain inquire if wilt’s to come 
Promises better fortune. Lend your aid : 

With men of trust true counsel take, I charge ye; 
And, if our son return in the meantime. 

Console him and escort him to our house. 

Lest that on woe there follow further woe. 

Exk ATOSSA* 


i^norus 

O Zeus, thou art king! TTicrc is none thee besidel 
TJou hast shattered our host and humbled our pridel 
Thoujbast with grief the light of thy day 

They have rent their thin veils, their kerchiefo 
thread -drawn, 

Our delicate mourners; their wimples of hwn 
They have drenched with salt tears; the young wife 
newly-wed 

poks out for her lord, but he comes not; her bed^ 
^id soft With foir linen, where love had his Mi n, 
Standeth vacant; cold sorrow their ss« 

aIJj I , ^ “P M-hungered, though diey lit ioa« 

And 1 too oer the Men would uttw my Mogt ■ 
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This earth, this Asia, wide as east from west, 
Mourns’-empty, of her manhood dispossess. 
Xerxes the Kmg led forth hb war-arrayl 
Xerxes the King hath cast his host away I 
Xerxes the King (Oh King unwise I) 

Steered in the wake of doom his orient argosiesi 
How fell it that Darius, lord of the bow, 

In Susa long ago. 

Fair fortune had? That then 
He who ruled Persia won the hearts of men? 

The ships, the swarthy ships, with brow of gloom 
And wide wings woven on the weary loom, 
Landsmen and mariners haled to that far shore! 
l"he ships, the black ships whelmed them evermore! 
They struck, they split, they filled, 

They sank: and, oh, death's throes Ionian 
vengeance stilled. 

And now by plain and pass, rude, wild and bare, 

In the frore Thracian air, 

After long wandering, 

Scarce 'scaped with life, comes home our lord 
the King. 

But they on that wild water, 

Firstlings of death and slaughter, 

Roam, where the long waves lash Kychrean sands; 
Roam, but no wave shall lift them, 

Nor ebb nor flood>tide drift them 
To this dear earth beloved above ail lands. 

Wide as the sky, and deep 
As those dark waters sweep. 

Wail! let grief gnaw your heart, and wring your 
hands! 

Combed with no tender combing. 

Where angry waves break foaming, 

Children of Ocean's unpolluted tide 
Flesh their dumb mouths, and tear 
The dead men once so fair : 

Old eyes are wet whose tears Time long since dried; 
The sire weeps his lost son, 

The home its goodman gone, 

And all the woeful talc is bruited far and wide. 

Tbmr pay no more tribute; they bow them no morel 
Tnc word of power is not spoken 
By the princes of Persia; their day is o’er, 

And the laws of the Medcs arc broken 
Through Asia's myriad-peopled land; 

For the staff is snapped in the King’s right hand. 

And a watch is not set on the free, frank tongue, 
Yea, liberty's voice speaks loud ; 

And the yoke is loosed from the neck that was wrung 
And the back to dominion bowed : 

For the earth of Aiax isle is red 
With the blood of Persia’s nohledead! 

Baer ATossA. 

4^ Goodfrtendsithcheartthathathfbund 
tfOttldclBIIOWS 
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That when calamity is at the flood 
We shake at shadows; but, if once the tide 
Plow fair, and fortune send a prospering wind, 

We cannot think that it will change. To me 
All prayers I ofler now are full of dread, 

And voices loud, but not with victory, 

Sound in mine ears; so fell a stroke of fortune 
Dismays my soul. Therefore am I returned , 

Not as of late with chariots and with pomp; 

I bring libations due from son to sire, 

Meet for propitiation; gifts that please 
Dead bodies in their graves. Milk, white and pure. 
And crystal honey cropped from bcc-scarchcd 
flowers. 

And cool cups drawn from virgin founts; and here. 
Pressed from wild nature's boram, is strong wine. 

The jocund youngling of an ancient stem; 

And I have oil of olive, amber-clear, . 

Sweet esence of a never-fading tree. 

And wreath^ blossoms— children all of earth 
That yicldcth every fruit. Then, dear my friends. 
Accompany with song acceptable 
These luscious draughts that soothe the silent dead. 
And forth from his sepulchral monument 
Call up Darius' spirit. The cup earth drinks 
I will pour out to the Gods of the underworld. 

Chorus 

Queen of Persia, chief in worth, 

'Neath the chambers of the earth. 

Send thy rich libations streaming; 

We with prayers of holy seeming 
Will beseech the dead that there 
They may find acceptance iEair. 

Gods infernal, pure and holy, 

Earth and Hermes, melancholy 
Lord of death and gloom and night, 

Send his soul up to the light. 

He will heal— j^int undismayed 
Where grief’s fas horizons fade. 

Peer of the Gods, whose kingly state 
Is evermore felicity! 

Shifting as the shocks of fate 
Sinks and soars our endless cry 
Uttered in an ancient tongue: 

Hearest thou the shades among? 

All ye gods of souls earth-bound, 

Hearken! Earth, break up thy sod! 

Grant us sight from thy dark ground 
Of Susa’s son and Persia's gwl 
To such an ample spirit ne'er 
Persian earth gave scpuldbrc. 

Dear was the man; dear is hb burial-mound! 

A power sleeps here, whose influence diall not fiidet , 
Oh,wherehesit$soleKiag 'moc^Kingsdiscrowii^i 
Aidoneus, dim Aidoneus, speed Darius’ 

Inwantoniicssrfhcaithene’«ma«fcwa|^^ ; ; 
NmlostaworU wasringthcUvriiictfjt^ 
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Thfy fci™ tlMir Gfld-riven coanstUw; 

God-givealwt*ai, and great was Persia’s glory then. 

OM majesty! Great Padishahl 

Come torth, and from thy bwrow high, 
aow the wdiite fdume of thy tiar, 

Thy buskin dipped in crocus-dye! 

Unclouded spirit, morning-clear, 

King— Sire— Darius! reappear! 

Griefs thy glory never knew. 

Lord of our Lord, thy coming stay. 

A mist hath fallen of Stygian hue; 

Persia’s youth is cast away! 

Uncloud^ spirit, morning-clear. 

King— Sire— Darius! reappear! 

Thou, whose passing nations wept, 

Wherefore hath ambition swept 
Worlds that thou didst hold in fee, 

Empire, awe and admiralty. 

In one headlong ruin borne? 

Ships perfidious, ships foresworn. 

Crewless, oarless, sc^p-s(^led. 

Ye your pride to Hellas vailed. 

Hidden ^m the sight of suns 
That gild her golden galleons! 

The Ghost of darius ascends from his tomb, 

Darius, Trusty and well-beloved ! Comrades of 
mine 

When we were young together; now most grave 
Signors of Persia, wlut amicts the realm? 

Earth groans and jars and frets with fevered pulse; 

I see my consort standing by my tomb, 

And verily 1 am afraid. Withal, 

The cup of kind remembrance, poured in prayer, 

I have received. And ye make lamentation 
Beside my sepulchre in such shrill key 
As calls up spirits: yea, with piteous cries 
Summon me from my grave; and way leave thence 
1$ hard to come by ; for the infernal Gods 
Love better to hold fast than to let go. 

Nevertheless, with them have I prevailed. 

And ye bdiold me! Haste! my time is short 
And 1 would not ofiend. What aileth Persia? 

What strange, what heavy stroke hath smitten her? 

Ch, 1 dare not meet thy gaze: I fear 

To sjpeak what must offend thine car; 

With veti^ eyes, 1 bow me prone, 

As at the footstod of thy throne! 

Da, Know that by strong persuasion oi thy grief 
I am ascended from the diades. Be brief; 

Put awe and forms of courtly speech away, 

And utter baldly all thou hast to say. 

Gl. Ukoui^est speech ofme, and I 
Fear to(b tl»t courtesy ; 

’ At ^ybkUtiig to impart 
' Tidii^ which must grieve thy heart. 

^a, Sisee thine old awe is not to be enforc^, 

Good Queen, dear partner death alone divorced 
jdyi, thoa^ 


Hath chanted to outward view. ^ iptcf aMnt|B, 
These sobs and tears give o’er: trice then 

To speak but one clear word to me; far men 
Cast in the mould of frail humanity 
Are heirs to all its ilb: by land and sea 
Evils a-many arc reserved for man, 

If that Time lengthen out his little span. 

At, Oofmankind the happiest by far, 

While thou didst yet behold the day’s bright star. 
How enviable in thy life wast thou! 

How like a god thy days were pa^! And now 
I envy thee in death: yea, count it bliss 
Not to have lived to search the black abyss, 

The bottomless pit of sorrow. Dear my lord, 

Darius, to sum all in one brief word; 

Persia lies waste — a kingdom desolatel I \ 

Da, Speak’st thou ofplague and famine! Or IjS the 
state I 

By rancour of domestic faction rent ? \ 

At, Nothing of this; her mighty armament 
Hath suffered ruin round the Athenian coast. 

Da, Tell me; what son of mine led forth our holt? 
At. Impetuous Xerxes: and to fill his train 
Emptied of manhood Asia’s vasty plain. 

Da, And on this rash attempt, or folly born, 

Went he by land or sea? 

At. With either horn. 

Broadening the thrust of his battle-front, he planned 
A double enterprise by sea and land. 

Da, How found he means o’er all the realms that He 
’Twixt us and Hellas, plains and mountains high. 

To launch on foot an armament so vast ? 

At, A yoke on Helle’s stormy frith he cast 
And made a causeway through the unruly sea. 

Da, A giant’s toil to shut with lock and key 
Hie wrathful Bosphorus! 

At, The thing was doiiel 

Methinks, an unseen power helped our son. 

Da, A power of mi^t indeed to send him mad I 
At, Ay, since the achievement evil issue had 1 
Da. What fiite hath foiled our arms that ye nuke 
moan 

For Men men? 

At, The fleet is overthrown 

And in its ruin whelmed the host on shore. 

Da, Then hath my people perished? Hath miuwiir 
Ta’cntoUofall? 

At. Yea, Susa Ueth bare. 

And mourns her perished youth, her mnl y w l fair* 
Da, Oh, the lost levies! Oh, the bright amy 
Of proud confederate peoples! 

Bactlia 

trough .11 her dans and Egypt’s ewnmoaghy 
For children lost lift up a bitter cry. 

Da, Calamitous adventutgr I tbw 
Hath drained the very sap of thine atUeil ^ 

At. Xerxes, a lonely man. that 6w«tten4 

They say 

iBt- 1 Wtat say they? 

W hu lOTg nwA ? And hadi be tapiy fcwrf 
Some place of safety? 
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ftfand ■ ' 

, And joumeytdcifiicatcly tibrougb tfae land 
Of Aiiia-^ dm haft heaiid tbtiifs £si^ 

At. None dfaafiengeth these doings; they are 
cleactrnth 
And beyond cavil. 

Da. Ahtsnth how swift stride 

Hath come fidfilment of things propheaedl 
How on my son hath Zeus in anger sent 
The end foretold, which my fears did preventl 
'For long ago I knew the G<m$ would speed 
The fimu consummation of that rede. 

And when man, diod with haste and girt with pride, 
Beckons his own doom, God is on his side. 

And now, methinks, to all men of good will 
The fount lies bare whence flowed tins broadening 

But the event my son too rashly wrought 
In the blind arrogance of chtldi^ thought. 

He dreamed that he could chain, as men chain 
slaves; 

The holy haste of Hellespontine waves, 

God’s flowing Bosf^orus; another measure 
Presumed to teach its billows, at his pleasure 
Bound them in linkfti fetters hammered fast. 

Yea, made a high way, where his army passed. 

A mortal man on all the Gods that be 
He ventured war; the lordship of the sea, 

PoseidofiV realm (he Judged so much amiss). 
Challenged and thought to quell. And was not this 
The very madness a mind diseased? 

Prosperity and power and wealth, which cased 
TheKveiof men, my long reign’s rich reward. 

Is plunder now for some freelmter’s sword! 

At. All this impetuous Xerxes, over-ruled 
By evil men, to their rash counsel schooled, 
Learned; for they uught him chat thy valour won 
Great opidence and mde dominion 
For thy succeedti^ heirs; and ’twasa taunt 
Of thesis that he at home was valiant, 

But with smw wodth no wise increased thy store: 
And JK> dkscnctfon oft^rep^ted fo 
111 fruiUto ebom the romiest way he went 
And against H^hslaundied his armament. 

Da. And matt truth the thing that he hath done 
Is great in conseqpiettce* in memory 
Ncvor fo be forg^tenc such a fall 
Pram liqpier and gfory, such a gnevous loss 
Ne’er yet omde Sm empty, since foe day 
When 2^ pride of place, 

Over iffl 

fats hand. 

It wain liM faoiti; 

Husoofomnlfliied timt ^ 

Fm wadmlaidlMrfaimitq^ 

And oaii^kmvmimesed dai^ 

He peace 


OnfimfouadatioiKs. His aim was stretched 
Over foe land of Lydia, and he 
Made Phrygia vaw; all Ionia 
He drave before him wifo foe reuu of power; 
Neither provoked he God to Jealous wrath. 

So amiable and gracious were his ways. 

And Cyrus’ fourth son set foe host in mder; 

But the fifth, Mardus, reigntug in his stead. 
Brought upon fotherland and monarchy 
Shame and reproach. And him by subtk craft 
Artaphrenes, an honourable man, 

Slew in the palace, powerfully helped 
By friends resolved upon thedeecL And chance 
Placed on my head the crown t coveted. 

And with great armies I waged many wars. 

But ne'er in such calamity involved 
The realm: and now Xerxes, my son, because 
His thoughts are a young man's thoughts, 
remembers not 

Mv precepts: for I call ye all to witness. 

Friends and coevals, not a man of us 
Had ever by misuse of so much power , 

Made it the instrument of so great a woe. 

Ch. O King Darius, whither tends the scope 
Of thy discourse? What may we thence conclude? 
How may this land of Persia best emerge 
From these sore trials and yet see g^xxl clays? 

Da. Wage no more wars 'gainst Hellas, wage no 
morel 

Not though the Medic power were mightier yet; 
For verily her soil is her ally. 

Ck. Howsayst thou "her ally"? How can her soil 
Take arms for her and fight upon her side? 

Da. The power of numbers, be they ne’er so vast. 
She wears away by ftmine. 

Ck. Fewand choice 

Shall be the muster, with all manner store 
Plentifully provided. 

Da. They that are left 

In Hellas even now shall not escape 
Nor see their homes again. 

Ck. What hast thou sfoii 

Doth not the armament of Barbary 
March out of Europe over Hellt's sound? 

Da. Few out of many, if foe oracles 
Of Heaven, by warrant of these late events. 

Gain credence: they are individaUe; 

They do not foil in part, nor yet in part 
Are they fulfilled. And even were tney flawed 
With fidse predictions, Xerxes, in false hopes 
Confiding, nath abandoned to thfor &te 
A vast array, the chosen of his host. 

Where the Asopus watereth the pfaun 
And makefo fiit foe deep Boeotkoa earth 
They are cut off; and twe is leierved for fo 
The culmination of tfaeir sufierii^pi; 

A Just reward of pride and godlem tfacMi|^t»r 
Because in HeUas they thought it no shame 
To strip foe andent sutues m the Gods 
And burn thdr temples: pfsa^ ostdoam foeslltel% 
And from foeft film fonnfoil^ ^ 

So foal they fat fofampa,tfaeiMfodMlfi^ ^ 
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Of unseen powers. The evil that they did 
Is in like measure meted unto them. 

Yea, and more shall be meted ; deeper still 
Lies the hid vein of suffering; yet a little 
And it shall gush forth. So great shall be the 
carnage 

A veritable offering of blood, 

Congealed with slaughter, on Plataea's plain, 

The dark oblation of the Dorian spear. 

High as arc heaped the sands their carcases 
Shall be hereafter, even to sons* sons, 

A silent witness for whoso hath eyes, 

That proud thoughts arc not for the worm called 
man; 

For pride in blossom, like an car of corn, 

Swells and grows ripe with ruin reaped in tears. 

Ye, when ye see these things and think thereon, 
Remember Athens and remember Hellas! 

Let none of you, that fortune, which is yours 
And which God gave, disdaining, set your hearts 
On what ye have not, neither in getting more 
Pour out like water vast prosperity. 

Zeus is a chastener of froward wills 
And he corrccteth with a heavy hand. 

Wherefore be ye instructors of your lord, 

And with welbreasoned admonitions teach him 
To have a humbler heart and cast away 
The sin of pride, for it offendeth God. 

And, Xerxes* dear and venerable Mother, 

Return to the palace; bring forth fitting raiment 
And go therewith to meet thy son: for all 
About him, torn by grief, in tatters hangs 
The ravelment of his rich-embroidered robe. 
Moreover comfort him with gentle words; 

Thee only will he hearken. I go hence 
Descending through the darkness of the earth. 
Farewell, grave elders; in adversity 
Find out the soul’s true solace day by day; 

Where dead men lie wealth nothing profiteth. 

The SHADE of DARIUS desccnds into the tomb, 
Ch, Griefs many, woes that Barbary now endures 
And shall endure hereafter wring my heart. 

At, O Fate, how endless is the train of sorrow 
That entereth my soul! But there’s no pang 
That gnaws with keener tooth than picturing 
My son, his royal person clothed with shame 
And trappings of dishonour. I will hence 
And take me handsome robes and make essay 
To meet him. In the hour of evil fortune 
We’ll not be false to all we hold most dear. 

Exit ATOSSA. 


Chorus 

All of earth’s fullness was ours, all the spacious 
Amplitude life yields or law can uphold. 

When the unvanquished, the griefless, all-gracious. 
Godlike Darius ruled Persia of old. 

Glory of conquest and gift of good order 
His statutes bestowed and our armies achieved ; 
Joyous and fresh they came back to our border, 

In strength unexhausted, with triumph received. 


What commonwealths he captive took 
And never once his home forsook 
Nor Halys* river passed; 
Daughters of Acheloan race. 

Where thunder on the shores of Thrace 
Strymonian billows vast. 


Beyond the marshes stretched his power, 
The shadow of a fenced tower 
Flung wide o’er Hclle’s path; 

It fell on cities fair that line 
Propontis* inlet lacustrine 

And stormy Pontus* strath. 


His were the surf-beaten islands hard by us. 
Where the thrush of the land lifts the wave-fluri 
spray; ' 

Lesbos and Paros and Naxos and Chios 
And Samos, with oil of her olive-groves gray; 
Myconus’s earth paid toll t© Darius; 
Tenos-by-Andros acknowledged his sway. 

Far from both shores, where the waters divide us, 
Clasped in the mid-sea’s ambient kiss, 

Lemnos and Icarus’ isle and Cnidus, 

Paphos, Rhodes, Soloe were minions of his; 

And thy namcsake~thy parcnt~0 thou, whose 
waves hide us. 

Mother of mourning, Salamis! 


\ 

\ 


The portion of Javan a wise moderation 
Bound to his throne by her people’s decrees; 
Weariless then was the might of our nation; 

Countless the swarm of her mercenaries; 

But now in the day of God’s sore visitation 
We are tamed and chastised with the stripes of 
strong seas. 


Enter xerxes. 

Xerxes, My fate is upon me; 

My star hath declined; 

A grief hath undone me; 

A doom none divined 

Hath broken the sceptre of Persia as a reed that is 
snapped in the wind. 

Age, thine eyes chide me; 

They bow down my head; 

My strength is denied me; 

My limbs arc as lead. 

Would God I lay fallen in battle, covered up out of 
sight with the dead! 

Ch, Lord of our splendour. 

Our goodly array; 

Despoiler and spender 
And caster-away 

Of thy host; God hath cut off thy lieges and 
darkened the light of thy day. 

And Persia, their mother, 

Mourns them that Cell: 
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she, she, and none other, 

Acclaimeih thee well, 

King Xerxes, that gorged with her children the 
maw and the belly of Hell ! 

The pride and the power of her 
Thou hast brought low: 

Count the fallen flower of her, 

Lords of the bow, 

Reckon a myriad-muster, *twere ten times ten 
thousand, I trow. 

Sad lord of lost legions. 

Sorrow on thee! 

Through Asia’s wide regions 
Thy welcome shall be 

Lamentation and mourning and weeping: she 
stoopeth; she boweth the knee. 

Xe, Wail loud 1 Be not dumb I 
On me be your moan! 

For I am become 
To kingdom and throne 
A plague and a curse; yea, a burden, a weariness 
unto my own. 

Ch. O crowned desolation. 

Whose stripes thy land bears; 

A sore salutation 
She sounds in thy ears; 

Mariandync’s death-lament hails thee: the cup of 
thy feasting is tears. 

Xe. Pour forth thy sorrow ! 

Long, long shall it flow! 

Nor to-day nor to-morrow 
Sufficeth thy woe. 

I have felt the fierce changes of fortune; the blast of 
God’s vengeance I know. 

Ch, Fraught with awe for thy fate 

My weeping shall be; 

Whelmed ’neath the weight 
Of the weltering sea 

I am fain to wail forth my lament for thy realm and 
thy house and for thee! 

Xe. Ionia’s embattled might, 

Ionia’s men-of-war, 

In Ares’ fatal armour dight, 

Spurred by the foaming oar. 

Swept men, ships, honour, all, away: 

And there was left the wild waves* play 
Heard in the lone of loveless night 
On that disastrous shore. 

Ch, Woe ! Woe ! thrice woe I 

Xe, Inquire of me and ask all ye are fain to know. 

Ch, Where, where is that great multitude, 

Leal vassals of thy throne, 

Pharandaces, Agabatas, 

Susas and-Pelagon P 

Oh, tell me where is Psammis? 
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Where is Susiskanes, 

Who from Ecbatana rode forth. 

And DotamasP 

Xe, All these 

Aboard a ship of Tyre 
Perished. Where cold waves close 
Above the wreck of lost empire 
I left them with their foes: 

The beaded bubbles hush and hiss, 

The strong tide ebbs and flows. 

Bruised on the beach at Salamis, 

The waves that break on Salamis 
Scourge them with bitter blows. 

Ch, Woe! Woe! thrice woe! But tell me, 
Pharnuchus, where is he? 

Ariomardus and Seualkes 
W'hose fief was a king’s fee? 

And hast thou lost Lilicus, 

Sprung from a noble strain? 

And Tharubis and Memphis, 

Arc they among the slain? 

Artembares, Hystacchmas, 

For them my heart is fain. 

Xe, Woe! Woe! thrice woe! 

These many found one overthrow! 

Their eyes all dim with coming death 
They fixed on Athens, old, diluvial birth 
Of Hate; inland on her detested earth 
They gasped away their breath. 

Ch, A Persian of the Persians, 

The very eye of thee, 

Who mustered men by thousands ten 
Alpistus, where is he? 

The son of Batanochus, 

The son of Sesamas, 

The son of Megabates; 

Parthas and Oibaras, 

Art thou returned without them? 

And will they come no more? 

And lie they there forsaken 
On that disastrous shore? 

Alas! what need of language? 

The trouble of thy face 
Proclaims this woe beyond all woes 
To Persia’s sceptred race! 

Xe, Wring not my heart I Rouse not again 
That insupportable refrain 
For friends cut off and comrades slain. 
Though sharp your pang and shrill your cry 
of dole 

There is a louder voice that wails within my 
soul. 

Ch, But many, many more I missl 
Xanthes of Mardian clans 
Chieftain; and Anchares, who led 
The valiant Arians; 

And Arsames and Diaexis, 

Lords of the lordly steed, 

And Dadacas and Ly thimnas, 

And Tolmus good at need, 

A greedy fighter fell to fill 
With the rw meat of war; 
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I marvel that they follow not 
Thy crimson-curtained car. 

Xe. All, all have gone the darkling way 
With that great host they led ! 

Ch, All, ail are gone the darkling way 
Down to the unmemoricd dead I 
Xe. Forbear ! This stabs me to the heart ! 

Ch. O unseen power, whoe’er thou art, 

Thou hast hurled down a gleaming woe. 

Bright ruin’s ghastly meteor-glow! 

Xe, A stroke hath fallen resonant 
To the last beat of time. 

Ch, A stroke hath fallen resonant 
To earth’s remotest clime. 

Xt. O strange, new pang I Sharp agony ! 

Ck Ionia, mistress of the sea 
We struck under an evil star; 

Yea, Persia hath ill-hap in war! 

Xe. So great a host, and all are gone ! 

And I am left, a thing men look upon 
And weep and wail! 

Ck O royal Persian ! 

What has thou not lost? 

Xe, Nay, behold and see 

Of sumptuous superfluity 
The poor remains: the remnant left to me! 

Ck Yea, yea; thou hast lost ships, men, gear— 
Xe. But worse remains : all Persia’s power is 
here. 

Clapped in the compass of an arrow-case! 

Ck Y e gods, into how little space 
Is crept thy treasure still unspent! 

Xe. Y et in this quiver there is room enough 
To hold the relics of my armament. 

Ck Of bag and baggage, store and stufl^, 

Artillery and equipage, O King, 

Hast thou brought back safe home this despicable 
thing? 

Xe. All weapons else wherewith we went arrayed. 
All power, and every necessary aid 
. That armies fight with, have been stripped away! 
Ck Alack! the sons of Javan fly not from a fray 1 
Xe. They take too much delight in war ! 

These eyes beheld a grief they looked not for, 

Ck Thy great armada, thy long battle-line 
Broken 

Xe. When I saw that such grief was mine 

From hem to hem my robe I rent. 

Ck OGod! 

Xe. Cry loud with all lament ! 

Yea, the whole almonry of sorrow drain! 

No amplest “O” can this large ill contain. 

Ck I fed a twofold, yea, a threefold chain. 

And every link a fiery pain. 

Constrict my heart. 

Xe. Yea, we must weep. 

And we must put on sackcloth ; but the foe 
On this dark anniversary shall keep 
Pastime and sport, Jhighday and holiday. 

Ck And all thy strength and all thy bright array— 
Xe. Lo! I fled naked : none escorts me home — 


Ck And all thy friends and comrades cast away 1 
The waters of calamity flow deep; 

They break in death and ruin; and they sweep 
Wrecks of the wrath of God in their tumultuous 
foam. 

Xe. Weep blood ! Yea, with sharp nail 
The lank and hollow cheek of dotage tear, 

Then each man to his house. 

Ck Weep! Wail! 

Xe. Anon with me the burthen bear ! 

Ck Shriek for shriek and groan for groan. 

In miserable antiphonel 
Xe. Shrill forth your loud lament in unison. 

Xe. and Ck Woe! Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Ck O grief the heaviest of all 
To hear my lord the King’s voice wailing his 
downfall! 

Xe. Weep on, weep on for the King’s sake; \\ 
Thy woeful service neither stint nor spare I 
Ck Eyes must be wet or hearts will break. 

Xe. Anon with me the burthen bear. 

Ck J^rd, I am ready to obey. 

Xe. Wail and weep with wellaway I 
Ck Wellaway ! And wellaway I 
Xe.andCk Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Ck This mingled cup is mine and thine. 

Foamed with the ferment of a black and bitter 
wine. 

Xe. Beat thy breast and wail 
The Mysian wail! 

Ck Oh, wail! 

Xe. Sparc not thy silvery hairs; 

Pluck out the reverend beard upon thy chin! 

Ck 1 spare them not whom no grief spares. 

Xe. Renew, renew thy cry ! B egin 
With mine your voices blending. 

Let sorrow have no ending! 

Ck Sorrow, sorrow hath no ending. 

Xe. Rend thine ample train! 

Ck Behold ! ’tis rent in twain ! 

Xe. Touch the hair-strung lute 
And teach it sorrow for my power laid low! 

Ck All mournful music else be dumb and mute, 
That shrill lament shall ever flow! 

Xe. To-day and every morrow 
Let fall the rain of sorrow. 

Ck To-day shall have a rainy morrow. 

Xe. Now with me the burthen bear! 

Ck Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Xe. And whence ye came with footstep slow 
And cry of wail and weeping go. 

Ch. Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Xe. Through all the city let your voice be sent! 
Ck Through all the city one lament. 

Xe. Groan, ye who did so delicately treadi 
Ck O Persian earth, 1 stumble on your deadt 
Xe. Yea, yea, yea! 

In the oared galleys they were cast away 1 
^y^foanings shall thine escort tef 
1 11 play thee home with such sad minstrelsy I 
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THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Eteocles, King of Thebes, son of Oedipus 

Chorus op Theban Women 

A Messenger 

Antigone I , 

- Sisters of Eteocles 

ISMENE 1 

A Herald 


Brfore the Citadel which rises in the background, 
crowded with altars and statues, 

Eteocles. Burghers of Cadmus! Seasonable speech, 
And apt withal, the world expects from him 
Whose business is a kingdom’s governance— 

High on the hinder-bulwark of the State 
At lonely watch— his hand upon the helm 
And never a lull from care to latch his lids. 

For, if we prosper, God shall have the thanks; 

But— if the sorry thing, I wish away, 

Calamity befall — one man, and he 
My sole self Eteocles, shall hear his name 
Sung to loud preludes— universal note 
Of wail,— which I pray Zeus, whom we acclaim 
Averter, to keep hr from Cadmus Town. 

And now the hour is ripe when all of you— 

Whether your prime’s to come or hath gone by— 
Must put on strength like buds thick-burgeoning, 
Each in such measure as his age allows. 

Both for the safety of the realm, her Gods— 

Lest their accounted glories be wiped out, 

And for your children and this earth— the Mother 
And most dear nurse of your young innocence. 

For she it was, who, when as yet we sought. 

Weak travellers, her hospitable door. 

The kindly soil, to us large welcome gave; 

The careful nurture of our nonage bare. 

And bred us to be denizens-at-arms 
And trusty targeteers in this her need. 

And, to this day, in God’s just equipoise. 

To uS'Ward shifts the moving balance-hand; 

For, long time shut within these bastioned walls. 
Fair issue (under Heaven) in the main 
Our war&re hath. And now, thus saith the Seer, 
Who shepherds winM flocks; not by things burnt 
Divineth he; but inly cogitates, 

With deep unerring art his auguries. 

By prophecy, winch is the voice of God, 

Divindy taught: A fresh attack, more strong 
Than all that went before, the Achaean host, 
Gathering by night, intend against the town. 
Iherefwe make speed imto the battlements 
A^ towered gateways every man of you, 

Girded with w the piutoply of war! 

Man the breast-works! On turret- scaffoldings 


Take post! And where forth from the City-gates 
The roadways run, hold on with a good heart, 

Nor at this rout of runagates be ye 
Too sore dismayed ; for God shall end all well. 
Moreover, I have despatched scouts and spies 
To watch the movements of their host; the which 
r am persuaded went not out in vain. 

And, having their report, there is no fear 
1 shall be caught in any ticklish snare. 

Enter messenger. 

Messenger. Eteocles! right valiant Sovereign 
Of the C^dmeans! I bring tidings sure 
Of happenings yonder with the armament; 

Yea, and these eyes have seen what I report. 

Know then, Seven Men— mettlesome Captains 
all- 

Spilling bulls’ blood in shield with black hide 
bound— 

Their unctuous hands dipped in that gory chrism*-* 
Have taken a great oath— unutterable— 

By Enyo and Phobos that drinketh blood, 

To raze these walls from battlement to base 
And sack the town of Cadmus, or else die, 

And leave to us our lair land soaked with carnage. 
For a memorial to their folk at home 
They hanged up garlands on Adrastus’ car, 

Weeping the while; but on their savage lips 
Ruth was their none: rather the iron soul 
Of stern resolve and red-hot hardihood 
Panted in them, and in their lion eyes 
Glanced Ares. These are no belated news; 

For when I left them they were set about 
Casting of lots for places at the Gates, 

Against which each should march his company. 
Therefore, the nation’s chosen and her best 
At every port assemble with all speed. 

By now an Argive power of all arms 
Approaches nigh at hand ; the dust is stirred 
With trampling feet; and their deep-chested steeds 
Make the plain white with drem of creaming foam. 
Now show thy seamanship, and make all snug 
And weather-tight within, or e’er the blast 
Of Ares strike; for on the dry land roars 
A wave of men, a moving armament. 

These are their dispositions: ’tis for thee 
To grapple with them quickly; for the rest 
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My eye shall watch with sure reconnaissance 
The progress of the day, and thou, well served 
With sure intelligence of all without, 

Shalt take no hurt nor harm. Exit messenger. 

Harken, O Zeus! 

Earth and all tutelary Godheads, hear I 
And shall I name thee, thou paternal Curse, 

With dark Erinys’ strong resentment armed? 

0 pluck not out this city by the roots, 

Nor utterly destroy it, rendered up. 

The prize of war! with all its settled homes 
Sweet with suave fluctuance of Hellenic speech ! 
Grant that this free earth and King Cadmus* Town 
May never pass beneath the yoke of slaves! 

Help us! Our common cause methinks, I plead. 

For when a happy City sees good days 

Laud and great honour have the gods she worships! 

Exit, 

The CHORUS enter and rush up to the citadel. 
Chorus 

1 cry with great pangs of dread ! For the foe quit 

their camp! Yea, their forces 
Are loosed as a flood is loosed ! and a multitude 
riding on horses 

Runneth before, and mine car no audible tidings 
seeks: 

An airy signal flies! The dust, dumb messenger, 
speaks! 

Loudly the low-lying plain to their thunderous 
hoofbeat rings! 

The sound draweth nigh 1 And its speed is the speed 
of a bird that hath wings! 

It roars as waters roar down mountainous channels 
leaping! 

Oh, raise for us your battle-cry! This evil onward 
sweeping 

Turn back, dear Gods! Kind Goddesses, a rescue 
for our wall! 

How the white shields of Argos gleam! How fierce 
this sw'ift onfall 

Of footmen doubling at the charge, in glamorous 
armour girt! 

Oh, of all worshipped deities, who will this woe 
avert? 

I will make haste to cast me down before your holy 
feet, 

Ye shining shapes of old I Hail, Happy Ones, 
whose seat 

Bideth the shock of times! This, the ripe hour to 
cling, 

Cleaving close to your forms, why waste wx 
waymenting? 

Hear ye, or hear ye not, the bucklers clang full loud? 
Proffer we now our prayers for the garlands 
erstwhile vowed, 

For the robes we wrought on the loom, with 
worship and delight! 

1 sec— I hear— the brandished spear— and many 
there be that smite! 

Wilt thou aid us, Ares long-in-the-land, or wilt 
thou thine own betray? 
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Dear to thee once, God goldcn-helmed, look down 
on thy city this day! 

Hail, Godheads all that guard this realm and keep 
her fortress free! 

Draw nigh! Behold! ’Gainst bondage pleads a 
virgin company! 

For loud with hissing surges, by blasts of Ares sped, 

A wave of men with combing crest our home hath 
compassed ! 

Nevertheless, O Father, Zeus, who o’er-rulest all. 

Into the toils of foemcn let not their quarry fall! 

Round the strong place of Cadmus the Argive 
beaters close! 

Men harry meh! The hunt is up for blood of hujtnan 
foes! 

These bridles bind no flute-boys* checks, filled \ 
with soft music’s breath ! 

They buckle bits in w’ar-steeds* mouths! These 
pipes shrill woundy death! 

As fell the lots helm-shaken, the pride of their 
great host, 

Seven Champions clad in spearman’s mail at the 
Seven Ports take post! 

Hail, Power Zeus-born, that lovest battle! The 
city save, 

Dread Pallas! Hail, Poseidon, Lord of the horse, 
the w’avc! 

Smite them, as men smite fishes, even with thy 
forked spear! 

Be for our trembling, trembling souls a strong 
deliverer! 

O Ares! of all pity to thine own kin be kind 1 

Be warder of the town that calls King Cadmus’ 
fame to mind ! 

Cypris, ancestress of our race! Blood of thy blood 
are we! 

Yet none the less, as men sue Gods, we turn in 
prayer to thee! 

Be Wolf to them, Wolf-Slayer! With gnashing of 
the teeth 

Requite them! Leto’s Daughter, thy silver bow 
unsheathe! 

Cry, cry aloud with wailing! Hera, Mistress 
Supreme! 

The chariots rattle round our walls! The grinding 
axles scream ! 

Oh. gracious Artemis! Shrill, shrill the note— the 
song of keening care! 

Shook with the rush of volleying spears raves the 
affrighted air! 

How fares it with the city? And what shall be our (ate? 

And whither doth God lead us? What end doth 
consummate? 

Cry, cry aloud with wailing! Thick, thick, in 
soaring flight 

Bursts on our wafis a hail of stones! The parapet 
they smite! 

Benign Apollo! In our gates the bronze-bound 
bucklers chide! 
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Queen— Power by Zeus appointed war’s issue to 
decide— 

Who stand’st above our city— Onka Invincible! 
Deliver the seven-pted seat where thou art 
pleased to dwell! 

Hearken, O Gods and Goddesses, perfect in might 
and power! 

Wardens of march and mountain, watchmen on 
wall and tower! 

Yield not by treachery the town that toileth with 
the spear, 

But faithfully receive our prayer, who with 
stretched hands draw near! 

Loved Spirits, who, of strength to save, move 
striding to and fro 

Before our leaguered city, your love for her 
forthshow! 

Think of the rich oblations upon your altars laid, 
And mindful of our sacrifice and zealous service — 
aid! 

Enter eteocles. 

Eteocles, Oh, you intolerable pack! You hags! 
Will’t help the city, think ye?— Will’t inspire 
A bold assurance in the beleaguered troops. 

To cast you down before these antique shapes 
—Our Holy Guardians!— there to rave and howl — 
Abjects, disgusted decency abhors! 

Good times, or bad times, may I never house 
With womankind ! The courage of a woman 
Is insubmissive, rash, not counsellable, 

And, when she’s timid, she’s an added plague 
To home and fatherland ! So is it now! 

Thanks to this hither, thither, to and fro 
Coursing of scared feet, the faint-hearted fear. 

Like to a chill tide, sounding as it goes, 

Runs through all orders of the Commonweal! 

And — while the foe without are mightily 
Advantaged— we ourselves within the gates 
Work for our own destruction! Whoso shares 
With womankind his fortunes, let him look 
For the like issue! Whatsoe’er he be, 

Man, woman— or some despicable thing 
Halfway betwixt them both— that from henceforth 
Fails in most strict obedience to my will. 

The damning pebble shall his lot decide. 

And he shall publicly be stoned to death! 

It longeth to a man— let womankind 

Keep their own counsel and not mell with ours — 

To manage matters in the world outside. 

Keep within doors and thwart not our designs! 

Now — hast thou heard ? Or hast thou failed to hear? 
Or speak I to the deaf— a girl at that? 

Ch, Dear Son of Oedipus! Fear smote 
My heart, by reason of the din 
Ot chariots! For the axle’s spin, 

The whirring wheel’s flute- note! 

Because of the bit by fire begot, 

That pipeth harsh with breathings hot 
Of war-steeds, by the long rein swayed, 

I was afraid! 


Et, Think ye that when she labours by the head 
With panic rush from high- pooped stern to prow 
The seaman goes about to save his ship? 

Ch. I hasted to this ancient seat 
Because in the Gods I put my trust, 

When at the gates with roaring gust 
Rattled a hail of deadly sleet. 

Then was I moved by fear to pray 
Unto the Blessed Gods, that they 
Might stretch to shield the town from harm 
A mighty arm. 

Et. Pray rather that the battlementcd walls 
Stand proof against the thrust of foeman’s spear. 

For were not that behoveful to the Gods? 

’Tis a true saying: “When a city falls 
’The Gods forsake their ancient habitations.” 

Ch. Not in my time, thou honourable Court 
Of Gods, forsake the city; ere that day 
When battle riots where her sons resort, 

And flames devour her, take my life awayl 
Et. Let me not hear thee call on the good Gods 
When thy base heart deviseth cowardice! 

The mother of Good-Hap is Loyalty, 

The proverb saith; Helpmeet of Him that Saves! 

Ch. Save it he may; yet him God’s power 
transcends; 

And often out of rough adversity, 

Cloud-wrack above us, where the visual ends, 

Man’s helplessness God stablisheth on high. 

Et. These be men’s matters— blood of sacrifice» 
Offerings to oracles, when deedy war 
Puts all things to the test; your business 
Is submiss silence, and to bide within. 

Ch. It is the Gods who keep yet unsubdued 
The land wherein we dwell; our wall61 town 
Unravaged of this arm^ multitude: 

Shall what we do then call their vengeance down? 
Et. I grudge not that to the high heavenly race 
Ye pay all honour: but, lest ye corrupt. 

As cravens can, the manhood of the realm 
Calm your wild transports; this is fear’s excess. 

Ch. The sudden girding on of warlike gear 
Confused upon my startled senses came. 
Confounding them the more; surprised by fear 
I sought this castled crag of ancient fame. 

Et. I charge ye, if they tell of w'ounds and death 
Fasten not on the tale with frantic cries, 

For human carnage is God Arcs* meat. 

Ch. I hear the neighing steeds! 

Et. Hear if thou must I 

Yet seem not so disccrnibly to hear! 

Ch. The builded city groans, as if a voice 
Spake from the ground I Oh, we are compassed in 
On every side! 

Et. Is’t not enough- that I 

With all resources wisdom can command 
Confront these perils? 

Ch. Loud and louder yet! 

The knocking at the gate! 

Et. Stifle thy cries! 

Must the whole city hear thee? 

Ch. O ye Gods, 
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Keep troth! Betray not to the enemy 
The City ye have promised to defend! 

J&. Curse thee! Wilt hold thy peace 
thy soul 
In oatience? 

Oi. O divine co*denizens, 

Free while ourselves are free, save me from bondage! 
Et. Yc do enslave yourselves ; country and king, 
Ye make both thrall! 

CA. O Zeus Omnipotent! 

Strike the foe dead— dead— with thy bolt! 

Bt, OZeusl 

What stuff is woman made of, whom thou gav*st 
To man for helpmeet! 

Ch, Blithesome are we not ; 

And are men merrier when kingdoms fall? 

Ei. Thy hand upon the holy images 
Speak'st thou untowardly with thy tongue? 

Ch, My fears 

Are masters and my tongue a run>away. 

Et, If I cannot command let me entreat. 

Come! With a good grace grant me my request, 
And let this quarrel have a gentle close. 

Ch, Spesdc with all speed then : haply thou shalt 
have 

As speedy answer. 

Et. Hush, poor weeping wretch, 

Or thou wilt scare thy friends. 

Ch, Nay, I am dumb: 

The fate that they must suffer 1 can endure. 

Et, 1 more approve that utterance of thine 
Than all that went before: but stop not there! 
Away from these sequestered images, 

And pray to nobler purpose! Say, “Yc Gods, 

Make war upon our side!** When yc have heard 

The prayer I have to offer, second it 

With songs triumphant, lusty, of good cheer— 

The sacrincial shout that Hellas knows— 

A salutation to embolden friends 
And from their souls the battlc-fnght cast loose! 
Hear, then, my prayer. First, I vow to the Gods, 
Custodians of polity and soil. 

Wardens of field and meeting'place and mart; 

Next unto Dirce’s river ^springs— nor less 
Ismenus, do 1 mean to honour thee— 

If fair befall us and the State be saved. 

There shall be slaughtering of bulls; the blood 
Of sheep shall redden the hearth-place of the Gods. 
Thus 1 confirm by pledge of solemn speech 
Mine oath, to them trophies and raiment vowing: 
“I will bedeck your shrines inviolate, 

Yea, hang the forecourts of your sanctuaries 
With spoils spear-rent, the garments of our foes.” 
On this wise pray ye! Thus acceptably 
Apj^oach the Gods with vows; not to vain groans 
Addict, beast noises not articulate. 

Untutored transports, ineffectual; 

For by such flights ye shall no whit the more 
Flee the appointed portion. 1 meanwhile 
Will get me forth: and post at the Seven Gates 
To match the foe six men of m^ht and mettle, 
Myself the seventh, furnished in the style 


AESCHYLUS 

Greatness approves; ere rumour improvised 
Inform them, or with speedier argument 
Extremity of need inflame their souls* 

The CHORUS comes doum from the Citadel on to 
the stage. 


Chorus 

Fain would I hearken, fain obey. 

But my heart's calm slumber-l^t dismay 
And dread have troubled sore: 

And care (ill neighbour I wish away) 

Looks in at the open door; 

And the trembling flame of fear is fed 
Because of the walls encompass^. 

As trembles the dove for her nestling*s sake, 

For her cradled brood, when the cruel snake 
Creeps to their twilight bed. 

Hither in complete armour digh t = 

Moveth against these towers 
A multiple host; and yonder light 
The jagged sling-stone showers. 

And our people are smitten from far and near, 

And I know not my fate, but I tremble and fear, 
And I pray the Gods of race divine 
To save the men of Cadmus* line 
And the city to Cadmus dear. 

Where to redeem your loss shall be found 
In earth *s wide fields more fertile ground. 

If ye yield this land to the foe, 

Where, through the deep, rich soil enwoimd, 

The waters of Dirce flow? 

Nourisher she of man and mead. 

Quencher of thirst and quickener of seed; 

No rill more excellent in worth 
Of all Poseidon Lord of Earth 
Pourcth or Tethys* children speed. 

Therefore, yc G(^s, that arc our stay. 

Yonder without the wall 

Send havoc; with slaughter and casting away 

Of shields, when slain men fall: 

But dismiss not our prayers unheard, disowned. 
Our lamentable cry entoned: 

Save us and win for our land renown; 

Then reign within the wall6d town 
Unshakeably enthroned! 

Sorrow it were thus to send down to hell a city 
coeval with grandeurs of old 
Captive and spoil of an enemy spear, *mid the 

crumbling of ashes; her store and her gold 
Sacked by the Achaean as things of no worth, 

unregarded of Heaven; sore sorrow it were 
Should mother and matron and maiden and bride 
as a horse by the forelock be haled by the 
hair 

With rending of raiment. Loud, loud is the voice 
of a citv made empty: her children*s 
farewells— 

As they go to their ruin— confused with exultings; 
a^ heavy the doom that my fear foretd^ 


30 



33r3^i THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES , 381-428 


Woe tea the lawless reaping of unripe com; for the ' 
rape of the bride unwed, 

For the fiu strange home and the long, long way to 
it, travelled with hate, she must tread I 
Nay, of a truth, where dead men dwell, there is 
more of bliss; for with multiple ills 
When a city is taken man visiteth man; he leads 
away captive, he spills 

Blood, he thrusts in fire; he anoints with defilement 
of smoke man’s home; 

The soul of ail reverence a mad breath pollutes 
when Ares hath masterdoml 

Tumult and roaring in all streets and wynds; 

The fencAi bulwark fails; and man to man each 
finds 

His foe; and, having found 
Lets drive his spear and bears him to the ground. 
And blood'bedabbled mothers of babes new-born 
For their dead sucklings like the ewe-flock bleat; 

Kindred from kin are torn; 

And two shall meet 

Each with his load; or one with empty hands 
Shall call upon his fellow in like case, 

Neither with less nor equal satisfied, 

Saying “Since all men tor themselves provide. 

How shall we fare if backward in the race?” 

All manner store the housewife’s eyes distress. 
Chance-lying where it fell: all earth’s largesse 
Foamed recklessly to waste. 

And, new to sorrow, with worse bonds disgraced. 
The young girl-slave looks for a conqueror’s bed; 

A rich lord, yet in love most destitute. 

Whose only mark 

Of greatness is the slaver’s attribute, 

When fierce embraces in the lustful dark 
Exact with nightly ravishment his pay; 

And her bewailed griefs find this redress 
That tears let foil in day-long loneliness, 

Night’s all-abhorred endearments wipe away I 

SemuCh, ' ^ 

Look where our spy comes I Dear ones, he brings 
tidings 

Be certain, of some happening with the host I 
With smoothest expedition at high speed 
He runneth thither, as the hubb^ wheel spins! 

And see! With juncture apt to meet his news. 

The king himself, the Son of Oedipus! 

He, too, all haste, metes out no measured stride! 

EnUf MESSENfGER Ond ETEOGLES. 

Me, I bring news— certain— of the enemy, 

How the bts fell and at which port each stands. 

Fell Tydeus— foremost— fronts the Proetid Gate, 
Roaring; but may not pass Ismenus Ford : 

The seer forbids: the omens are not good. 

There greedy Tydeus, famishing for fight. 

Sends forth ms voices like to a venomous snake 
Hissing at noon; and lasheth with vile words 


The prophet. Cedes’ sem: damnii^ his lore 
For cringing cowardice that shrinks from death 
And jeopardy of battle: while he vents 
Such blasphemy, he tosses his dwarf-head 
All overshadowed with a triple crest, 

His bright helm’s bristling mane. Beneath his 
shield, 

From its dished rondure dangling, bells of bronze 
A yelling menace peal: the broad convex, 

Bulging, displays this arrogant device: 

The sky in metal wrought, ablaze with stars: 

And in the middle of his shield the moon— 

Lustrous, full-orbed, leader and paramount 
Of all their constellations— looketh forth. 

The very eye of night. And like one wood. 

Thus in pre^igious pride caparisoned. 

He holloas up and down the river-bank. 

Rampant with lust of battle; as a horse 
All fire and fierceness pants upon the bit. 

What time, hard-held, he paweth in his place 
Mad for the sound of trumpet. Whom wilt thou 
To him oppose? What champion safe and sure 
Shall stand at Proetid Port, the barriers down? 

Et, 1 am not one to tremble at a plume : 

’Tis not the brave device that deals the scar. 

And crests and bells without the spear bite not. 

As for this night that’s blazoned on his shield. 

This heaven of shining stars— the folly of it 
Will likely prove a night of prophecy. 

For if Death’s bloody darkness veil his eyes. 

Then, for the bearer of that scutcheon proud. 

By herald’s law these arms arc his by right. 

And his presumptuous scutcheon damns himself! 
’Gainst Tydeus I will post the valiant son 
Of Astacus for champion of the Gate. 

Right nobly born is he, and one who pays 
Due honour to the throne of Modesty, 

Abhorrer of the bombast rhetoric; 

Backward in baseness he holds honour dear. 

Sprung from that seed of men which Ares spared, 

A goodly plant, most native to this soil. 

Is Mclanippus. Ares may decide 
With hazard helm-cast how the event shall speed; 
But Justice by sure warranty of blood 
Commits to him in trust the life of her 
Who gave him birth, to shield from thrust of foes. 
Ch, Just is his cause who fights for his land ! Him 
may the just Gods prosper and speed ! 

Yet I see the pale forms of our loved ones lie 

bleeding, and tremble; for us, their belovAi, 
they ble^! 

Me, May the Gods grant your prayer— and prosper 
him! 

Electrae Portals fell to Capaneus. 

Another Earth-torn he— in height surpassing 
The last— and his proud boast too proud for man. 
He monstrously inveigh against these walls 
With threats, which may the event forbear to 
crown! 

On this wise boasteth he: “With or without 
God’s will, by me the City shall be sacked! 

Though Zeus dispute my passage, casting down 
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His lightning for a stumbling-block of fire, 

It lets me notl’* He scorns your thunderbolt! 

Your fork^ lightning he dubs “noonday heat!** 
And, for device, carries a firebcarcr— 

An unarmed man— for weapon in his hands 
A blazing torch; and, issuing from his mouth, 

This golden challenge, “I will fire the town.” 

Do thou despatch 'gainst such a champion— 

But who will stand against him? Who will bide 
The man with all his vaunts and never blench? 

Et. Gain upon gain, and interest to boot I 
The hearts of frenzied men arc in their mouths: 

The tongue's the true accuser of false thoughts. 
When Capaneus threatens he's prepared to act 
His blasphemies; and when he dareth all 
That tongue may dare, with insane zest the man 
Challenges heaven and storms the ear of Zeus 
With swelling words. But he shall have, y-wis. 

Fit answer, when that fircbearer comes 
Which is the burning bolt, fashioned no wise 
In likeness to the warmth of noonday sun. 

'Gainst him a man, exceeding slow of speech, 

In spirit very fire, we have set; 

The might of Polyphontes; a strong tower 

By favour of protecting Artemis 

And other Gils withal. Pray you proceed : 

Another and the gate that he hath drawn. 

Ch, Death to the braggart! Fall, thunder, and 
stay him I ere with leaping he come and with 
lifting of spear 

To despoil my fair home, my virginal bower- 
robber and wrecker and ravisher! 

Me, Now for the next gate and the man that 
drew it: 

The third cast fell upon Etcoclus; 

Third from the upturned helm, goodly with bronze. 
For him leapt forth the lot to hurl his troop 
Against Neistae Portals. Round and round 
He reins his mares, and they toss high their heads 
With gleam of glancing harness— all on fire 
To fall upon the Gate. Their nozzles pipe 
After the mode of barbarous music, filled 
With the breath of their proud snortings. On his 
targe 

Is no mean blazon. One armed cap-a-pie 
Climbs up a ladder planted 'gainst a tower. 

Held by the foe, and means to lay all waste. 

In syllables forth-gushing from his lips 
He roars “Not Ares' Self shall hurl me down.” 
'Gainst him too send a trusty one, to save 
This land of freemen from tte servile yoke. 

Et, Here is the man to send, and with him go 
Such happy fortune as the Gods vouchsafe! 

Not in his mouth his boast, but in his arm. 
Megareus, Creon's seed, of the race earth-sown. 

The savage, greedy noise of neighing steeds 
Shall not affright nor drive him from the Gates; 

But either he will fall and with his life 
This land for her dear nurture recompense, 

Or deck his father's house with two- fold glory: 

Two captives taken and that shield-borne tower, 

So proudly counterfeited, carried home. 


Another boaster: stint me not your tale! 

Ch. Good luck, good luck have thou who go'st 
forth. 

Champion of home to me! Foul them befall! 
Mouthing in madness beneath our wall, 

Zeus the Requiter behold them with wrath. 

Me. Next— fourth in order— to the Gate hard by 
Athena Onca comes Hippomedon 
Shouting his war-shout: a resplendent shape. 

Cast in a mould of ample magnitude. 

His shield might almost serve for a threshing-floor; 
And while its round he threateningly revolved 
I own a shudder ran through all my frame. 

No despicable artist was the man 

Who wrought its blazon. On the disk embossed 

A Typhon, shooting forth his burning breath, 

A luminous darkness, half smoke and half fire ; 

The casing of its boUow-bellicd orb ; 

Securely hammered on with knots of snakes. 

I heard his great voice thunder, saw his eyes ^ 
Glare horribly : a frenzied votarist 
He leaped, God Ares' reeling reveller. 

By him possessed, mad-drunk for deeds of blood! 
'Gainst his assault there needeth wary watch. 

Even now before the Gates his vaunt is loud. 

And swelling with the note that strikes dismay. 

Et, Suburban Pallas — Onka- Without- the- Walls- 
Hard by the Gate, wroth with his insolence. 

Shall keep him off— a serpent, mailed and fanged. 
Death in its coils, barred from a brood of birds. 

But Ocnops' trusty son, Hyperbius, 

For mortal succour— matching man with man— 
Shall face him. All he asked was choice for service; 
Time and the hour should teach him where to 
serve. 

Faultless in form; of fearless courage, perfect 
In martial trim, never did Hermes cast 
A luckier throw than when with happy choice 
He brought the pair together: for betwixt 
Him and the man he meets is enmity. 

And in the smiting of their shields shall clash 
Opposing deities. For the one presents 
Typhon that breathes forth fire; but Father Zeus 
Sits on the other, moveless on his throne. 

And centred m his hand the boll that burns! 

And who hath yet seen Zeus discomfited ? 

These are the powers whose favour they invoke, 

We with the winners, with the losers they, 

If Zeus be more than Typhon 's match in battle! 
Yea, by his blazon each shall stand or fall; 

And Zeus displayed upon his shield shall prove 
Zeus the strong Saviour to Hyperbius! 

Ch. He whose arm Zeus' enemy sustains— 
Monster unfriended, Earth whilome bore. 

Whom demons and Gods and mortals abhor— 
Right at the Gate he shall dash out his brains! 

Me. Amen to that. Next in the list and fifth 
In order, at the Gates of Boreas, 

Hard by Amphion's Tomb, the son of Zeus, 

This champion takes ground. A spear he hath 
Whereby he sweareth— honouring it more 
Than any God— yea, holding it more dear 
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Than eyesight: “I will ravage Cadmus Town, 

Ay, maugre Zeus!” Thus he— a cub, whose dam 
Littered among the mountains, a green chit, 

Yet of a comely countenance withal. 

Man-boy, or boy-man— call him what you will, 

Tlie down upon his cheeks buds thick and fast, 

For ’tis with him the spring-time of his growth — 
But of a savage temper— in no wise 
Maidenly, as befits his name— he strode. 

His eyeballs rolling, not without his boast 

Advancing to the Gates. Our infamy 

On his bronze shield, orbed to protect his bulk. 

He flashed: the ogrish Sphinx, so riveted 
That its embossed and staring ugliness 
His arm convulsed to hideous counterfeit 
Of life and motion. Underneath he sports 
The figure of a man — a wight Cadmean— 

As if on him to centre all our bolts! 

He’ll prove no petty trafficker in war— 

Nor for a bagman’s profit lose his travel — 
Parthenopaeus, waif of Arcady ! 

Oh, that a rogue like this, an outlander 
In Argos, one who pays his reckoning, 

A handsome sum for being handsome-bred. 

Should hurl against these walls his boyish spite 
And spleenful threats, I pray God bring to naught! 

Et. If the same measure that they mete the Gods 
Be meted out to them, then their bad vows 
Shall hurl them far in hopeless overthrow! 

But for him too, your churl Arcadian, 

A knight is found : no braggart, but his hand 
Soon finds the thing to do! Actor his name. 

Brother of him just chosen. No foul flood 
Of deedlcss words will he let flow within 
To water pale, rank weeds of cowardice; 

Nor will he suffer to overpass these walls 
The man who comes in guise of foe, escutcheoned 
With that abhorred beast! She shall be wroth 
With him that carries her, when, at our gates. 

The too industrious hammerstroke of war 
Her bulging blazon dints with rude reverse! 
Nevertheless, I leave it to the Gods! 

And may they prove that I speak verity! 

Ch. This rives my heart! Ruffles my braided locks 
Until each hair with horror stands up stiff! 
Blasphemy of unholy men that mocks 
Things holy! O yc Gods— if— if 
Ye be indeed Gods that requite, 

Smite them! with ruin smite! 

Me. I am near ended. Sixth there came a man 
In temper most majestical, in might 
Excelling all— the prophet, Amphiaraus. 

Before the Homoloean Gates he stood 
Chiding great Tydeus with much eloquence. 
“Assassin! Troubler of the public peace! 

In Argos arch-preceptor of all wrong! 

Erinys’ call-boy! Slaughter’s acolyte! 

Organ of evil counsel to the soul 

Of old Adrastus!” Then he called aloud 

The name of Poly neiccs— thy blood-brother— 

And lifting up his eyes to Heaven, paused— 

An awful pause— on that last syllabic 


That speaks of strife. And thus his thoughts break 
loose: 

“Doubtless, this is a deed to please the Gods— 

A noble gest, which they who come hereafter 
Will much delight to tell or harken to— 

To wreck thy father’s kingdom and thy Gods, 
Hurling upon them an invading host! 

Is it in Justice’ name thou would’st drain dry 
The fount that flowed for thee with mothers milk^ 
And if thou master with thy jealous sword 
Thy fatherland, how will it profit thee? 

I shall make fat this earth! Yea, prophesy 
Here in my grave, in hostile ground interred. 

On then to battle! And for me— to death 
Not all unhonoured I” So the prophet spake, 

His shield of bronze at rest. It bore no blazon: 

For his affections hang not on the show 
Of seeming to be best, but being so! 

And he reaps only where the soil hath depth 
The golden wisdom of well-pondered thought! 

My counsel is that thou despatch against him 
Antagonists as wise as they are brave; 

He’s to be feared who reverences the Gods! 

Et. This moves me much I ’Tis the unhappy 
chance 

That couples oft the just with many wicked! 

In the affairs of men no ill compares 
With bad associates! There springeth thence 
A crop no man would harvest. The field of Sin 
Brings forth the fruits of Death. For, peradvcntufCr 
One righteous man who reverences the Gods 
Shall shipmate be with a ruffianly crew, 

And, furthering some scheme of villainy. 

Perish with the whole tribe by God accursed! 

Or, in a state where cynic policy 

Goes the broad way of international crime. 

And men forget the Gods, there shall be found 
One just man, who, though he hath done no wrong, 
Caught in the snare of his compatriot’s guilt, 

Falls, smitten with the chastisement of Heaven 

That visiteth them all! So is it now 

With the seer, CEcles’ son! A man most staid. 

Just, valiant. God-fearing, greatly endowed 
W’ith prophecy, but ’gainst his better mind 
Consorting with blasphemers, w'hen they take 
The road which to retrace is hard and long— 

He, if it be the will of Zeus, shall fall 
With all his bad confederates dragged down! 

I do not think he w’ill so much as move 
Against the Gates; not that he lacks the courage 
Or is at heart attaint with cowardice. 

But having certain knowledge of the way 
The fight must end for him; if the oracle 
Of Loxias bear fruit ; and he is wont 
To speak to purpose if he speak at all. 

Nevertheless, I make choice of a man 
To send against him, valiant Lasthenes: 

He keepeth on the stranger at the Gate 
A jealous ward : in wisdom of ripe years 
But of a youthful brawn yet immature. 

A man so quick of eye, so sure of hand. 

That instant through the undefended flesh 
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Grebes his spear, if aught that’s vulnerable 
Be left uncovered at the buckler’s edge. 

Howbeit, howsoe’er we thrust or fend 
Victory is a gift men owe to Heaven. 

Ch* Msiy the Gods hear our prayers, for they 
are just; 

And grant them for the safety of our land ; 

And he the invader’s weapon backward thrust, 

Yea, in his own breast with a mighty handl 
On them may Zeus his bolt let fall 
Yonder without the wall! 

Me. Last name of all— seventh at the seventh 
Gate— 

Thy brother! Hear what woes his prayers invoke 
On thee and on this realm! He’ll plant his foot 
Upon our walls: our land shall hear his name 
Heralded; the loud paean he will uplift. 

Yea, he will seek thee out and slay thee first. 

Then die beside thee! Or “If he fall not, 

But live; exile for exile, wrong for wrong, 

Measure for measure! As he drove me out, 

So shall he wander forth a fugitive.” 

And for the fair fulfilment of these hopes 
He invocates the Gods that knit in love 
Each to his kin and all men to their home. 

Well named is he “the Mighty One in Quarrel”! 

A new- wrought shield he bears— the Argive buckler, 
Round, with two-fold device artificered. 

Hanunered in gold a man completely armed 
Led by a woman-form of sober mien. 

Justice he calls her; suiting to that name 

Her legend, “I will bring home the banished man: 

He shall possess his land, and come and go, 

Free of his father’s house.” Here ends the tale 
Of all their proud inventions: make thy choice 
Whom thou wilt send against him. And as I 
Will be the faithful herald of thy word, 

Prove thou true Captain of the Ship of State! 

Exit MESSENGER. 

Et. O house of CEdipus! Our house! O race 
God-maddened— God -abominate— all tears I 
Oh me! here ends,— here ends my father’s curse! 
And yet this is no time to weep and wail, 

Lest sorrow’s debt with usury of sorrow 
Gender increase of groans! “Mighty in Quarrel”! 
Well-named! Well-named! Ay, we shall luiow anon 
Where it will end, that blazon— we shall know 
Whether the gilded rant, writ on his shield 
And fraught with frenzy, will fetch the bearer 
home! 

If the maid Justice, Zeus’ own child, had been 

The inspiration of his thoughts, had lent 

Her countenance to his deeds, this might have been! 

But neither when from antenatal gloom 

He fled— at nurse, in adolescence, nor 

When’s beard grew thick, did Justice ever own him 

Or sp^ him &ir! Nor is it cr^ible 

That in this hotir when perils thicken fiist 

To whelm his fatherland, she stands beside him! 

No! Justice is JUsticel She were falsely named 
Succouring such a miscreant 1 In this faith 
i go to meet him! Who hath better right? 
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Ay, king to king, and brother unto lu:other« 

Foe matched with foel My greaves! Fetch me my 
greaves! 

Good gear ’gainst javelin-thrust or cast of stone! 

Ch. Be not, belov&l— child of (Edipus— 

Like unto him out of whose mouth proceeds 

All wickedness! Alas! It is enough 

If our Cadmeans with these Argives fight: 

There’s water for that blood; but bromer-murder 
Is like the tettered slough that will not off: 

*Tis six)tted with the guilt that ne’er grows old I 
If evil come, so it be free from shame, 

Why let it come. All titles else save honour 
Die when we die and sleep with us in the grave: 

But if to evil thou add infamy 

How shall men speak it fair and call it honest? 

Child, what crav^st thou? Let not the battle-lust 
Bloody with dripping spears thy ruin be! .< 
Forth from thy soul the evil passion thrust ) 

Or e’er it mount apace and master thee ! I 

Et. Since in this power that speeds the event ! 

I feel 

The insupportable blast of God’s own breath. 

Blow, wind! Fill, saib! And where Cocytus’ tide 
Heaves dark, with gleams of Phoebus’ fiery hate, 
Down- wind let drift the last of Laius’ line! 

Ch. This is some fierce unnatural appetite 
That hungers after flesh unseethed and raw! 
Famished for human victims! The loathed rite 
Whose fruit is sour, whose blood sins ’gainst the law! 
Et. It is my father’s curse ! I feel the glare 
Of those hard eyes not moist with human tears! 

To do things horrible they importune me! 

There is a voice which cries “Swift death were 
sweet!” 

Ch. Hear it not, child! No man shall call thee base 
If on thy life there dawn a better day! 

Hereafter, if the Gods thy offerings grace. 

Will not black'Stoled Erinys steal away? 

Et. What are the Gods to me I Methinks the hour 
When we regarded them is long gone by! 

No offering in their eyes is of such worth 
As our perdition! Why then pay them court? 

Why cringe for respite from the final doom? 

Ch. Yield now, while yet thou hast the chancel 
The wind 

May change with time, that blows so contrary. 

And thy bad Genius at last be kind! 

But now thou battiest with a boiling sea! 

Et. Ay ! with theyeasty waves of CEdipus 
His curse! There was too much of solid sooth 
In the slight, fleeting visions of my dreams: 

They make division of my father’s substance! 

Ch. Thou art no friend to woman: yet, wilt hear 
me? 

Et. If thou hast ought to say a man may do, 

Speak on; and in few words withal! 

Ch. not 

Where thou art going— to the Seventh (5ate! 

Et. (Content thee 1 Therdbre have I filed my 
mind; 
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And word^arenot ti» stu£F to dull its edge. 

Ck*To win is aU: get glory he who can: 

The victory won wins God’s acknowledgment. 

Et, He who girds on his armour owes no love 
To that wise saw. 

Ch, And yet the greater feiult— 

To lay rash hands upon thy brother’s li£e 
And with those crimson juices stain thy soul— 
Mislikes thee notl 

Et. Sin may be thrust upon us: 

Evil when Heaven sends it, who shall shun? Exh. 

Chorus 

By this cold shuddering fit of fear 
My heart divines a presence here, 

Gc^dess or Ghost yclept; 

Wrecker of homes, and dark adept 
Of prophecy, whose vastitude ot ill 
Hiis hour and all hours shall at last fulfil. 

Thou Curse that from the gloom 

Of nether Hell 

A Sire invoked; implacable 

Erinys, whom in fierce excess of wrath 

Grief'maddcned (Edipus did summon forth, 

Thou’rt in this strife to work his children’s doom. 

Ah, stranger from the far-off land— 

Scyth— Chalyb— in thine iron hand 
The lots are shaken; thine award 
Is dealt with the devouring sword. 

Whose biting edge doth make partition cold 
Of all the goodly gear men get and hold. 

With them so shall it be, 

These, next of kin 
In blood and guilt and sin. 

Of all their father’s famous fields widespread 
They shall at last be disinherited. 

Lords of so much earth as dead men have in fee. 

When children, by one sire begot. 

To whom one woeful womb gave birth, 

In mortal combat meet and die, 

And that bright pool wherein they lie 
Drunk by the dust of thirsty earth 
Is curdled to a darker clot. 

What water wash away the stain? 

But, ah, what drops incarnadine 
The new, the old, the mingled wine, 

That Laius’ house must drain! 

From springs of old transgression flow 
The guilt, tiie sorrow swift to follow. 

Not yet, not yet is vengeance spent, 

Son’s sons abide the chastisement 
Of him who hearkened not Apollo— 

Laius, first-parent of this woe. 

Three sacred embassies he sent. 

And thrice where Delphic rocks are piled. 

Of earth’s vast wheel the massy nave. 

The priestess cried ”lf thou would’st save 
Thy kingdom, get no child.” 


But Love was master; he begot 
Death for himself and shame. 

The son that slew him, witting not- 
icing (Edipus his name. 

Who eared the womb where he lay hid. 

Seed of a curse unborn. 

Sowing the sacred field forbid 
To reao in blood the corn. 

Their bridal torch Erinys fed. 

And madness strewed their nuptial bed. 

And now, as ’twere a sea of woe 
That may not come to rest. 

Wave follows after wave; and, lo, 

A third with triple crest 
That breaks with moaning thunder stmed 
About the ship of State; 

Scarce wall-wide is the weather-board 
Stretched betwixt us and Fate; 

And I have fears lest Cadmus Town, 

Whelmed with its royal house, go down! 

Like an old debt unpaid b an ancient curse: 

And in the soul’s commerce 
It comes to audit, hath its settling day : . 

A heavy reckoning for man to pay 
When not one damning entry is passed by. 

From deck to keelson there is rummage iken 
And jettison of wealth of moiling men. 

Waxed fat with overmuch prosperity. 

This was well seen in CEdipus ill-starred. 

High in the Gods’ regard 
He stood; by the fireside of him was laud; 

In streets and squares where’er men walk abroad 
Or great assemblies gather in debate. 

Was never wight so praised, what time he smote 
The she-fiend, gobbling down her gory throat 
Comers and goers at the City Gate. 

But on his noonday broke a ghastly light; 

And, sounding all the sorrow of his wooing. 

One final grief he wrought to his undoing 
With that same hand that laid his fiither low; 

And put away the eyes that gave him sight 
Of his loathed offspring, gotten to his woe. 

And then he cursed them 
(for they grudged him bread); 

With bitter words of grief and anger chiding: 

** A day shall come, a dav of sharp dividing, 

And he that carves shall carve with steel,” he cried. 
Now the curse fails upon his children’s head. 

And my hushed heart awaits Erinys* stride. 

Enter MESsnsQER. 

Me, Take courage, weak onesi Mother’s children 
alll 

This free land hath escaped the yoke of slaves. 

The boastings of the mighty are brought low; 

The ship is in still waters: wave on wave 
Smote her, but her stout seams have sprung no kak; 

35 


THE SEVEN AGAINST THEBES 



79^34 

Sound are her bulwarks; her ports weather-tight; 
Her champions have well-discharged their trust. 
Count gate by gate and six have prospered well; 

And for the seventh— Apollo, Lord of Seven, 

Took that by right of his prerogative: 

And there he fitly stayed the Laian rage. 

Ch. Is not the measure of her mourning full? 

And must this stricken realm find room for more? 
Me, The realm is safe: but, for her princely seed — 
Ch, I dread so much the thing thou hast to say 
I scarce attend thee ; what dost thou mean ? Speak on! 

Me, If thou hast power to listen, mark my words. 
The Sons of CEdipus — 

Ch, Oh, Misery! 

They say prophets of evil utter truth. 

And lam of them! 

Me, Indistinguishably 

They have gone down into the dust, 

Ch, So far 

Fallen! Thy tale is heaviness; nevertheless 
Tell it to the end! 

Me, I tell thee they are dead : 

They slew each other! 

Ch, Ah, fraternal hands! 

Too near were ye in birth, too near in blood. 

Me, Yea! And their undivided destiny 
Twinned them in death: their evil Genius slew 
them, 

And blotted from the world an ill-starred race. 

Such cause we have for thankfulness and tears; 

The land is well at ease; that twin-born pair. 

Lords and disposers of the Commonwealth, 

Have made partition with the hammered steel, 
Tough Scyth, of all their substance, scot and lot, 
And they shall hold it indefeasibly. 

Quieted in possession by the grave! 

There, to that final resting place borne down 
By the dark current of a father’s curse, 

Tne realm is safe: dark earth hath drunk their blood, 
The royal blood that like twin fountains rose; 

One hour of birth — one hour of combat— one 
Of death— dealt mutually by fraternal hands. 

Exit MESSENGER. 

Chorus 

O Sovran Zeus, Protecting Powers, 

Who have indeed kept safe these well-beloved 
towers. 

Whether shall I rejoice 
For that the city stand inviolate 
Or shall I rather with a lamentable voice 
Weep and bewail her leader’s fate? 

Ah, cruel doom! Ah, children dead! 

Mighty in Quarrel ye have ended 
Even as the name portended. 

Yea in your wickedness ye are perish^. 

O curse of CEdipus! O malison 
Dark— unrelenting— damning all his line! 

Over this heart of mine 
Comes creeping on. 

Cold Misery, your chilly breath, 
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Because, when like a Thyiad in her madness 
I seemed to hear 
The blood that drips 
Where men lie slain. 

Then with the voice of mourning and with 
rueful lips 

I sang the song of death! 

O ill refrain, 

Glee chanted without mirth or gladness. 

That keeps a sorry burden to the spear. 

Rather the word, the never wearying 
Once uttered malediction of their sire. 

Wrought to this issue dire. 

Nay, Laius King 

Hath here his wish; the course he chose 
Begun in blindness and in disobeying 
Touchetlvits‘bourne. 

Ambitions high 

And cares of State ^ 

Blunt not the edge of heavenly prophecy. 

O, wailed for many woes. 

Past belief in hate 

And past belief in fratricidal slaying, 

Is this a tale or is it sooth we mourn? 

The bodies of eteocles and polyneices are 
borne on to the Stage, 

Behold! self-manifest they come; 

They need no harbinger; 

A double woe, a mutual doom, 

Care that hath slaughtered care. 

New sorrows from old sorrows spring. 

And both have here their home-bringing. 

Ahi pilgrim-ship, your lofty poop 
No festal garlands wreathe: 

The drowsy sails half idly droop, 

And they are dark as death: 

Bound where no sunny Cy clads shine. 

And bright Apollo hath no shrine. 

Waft, waft her down the wind of sighs. 

With speed of plangent hand 
Row her beyond these happy skies 
Unto the sunless land, 

Where across Acheron voices call. 

And region darkness welcomes all. 

Enter antigone and ismene. 
But dearer lips must chant their threnody; 

And that unhappy cause 
Here to their brethren draws 
A sister pair, the maid Antigone, 

Ismene by her side. Tears may be sold. 

And raiment rent for mercenary gold 
And money purchaseth the hireling’s cries; 

These warm, white breasts shall heave with 
heartfelt sighs; 

But ere the dirge begin, let us prolong 
With well accordant breath 
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Unhappy sisters, most unblest 
Of all that e’er held brother dear, 

Or bound beneath a tender breast 
The cincture noble women wear; 

From feign^ grief no forced lament I borrow; 
The heart’s voic« speaks when 1 shrill forth my 
sorrow. 

O ye perverse, to counsel blind 
Ye weariless in woe! 

Must courage turn its hand ’gainst kind, 
Power its own house lay low? 

And sought ye death or sought ye doom 
And ruin for your house and home? 

Her princely walls ye tumbled flat; 

In rivalry for her 
A bitter monarchy ye gat— ■ 

The sword your peacemaker. 

Sceptred Erinys keeps your house, 

Wreaking the wrath of CEdipus. 

Oh, ill encounter! Fellowship 
Of hands that hatred joins! 

The drops that from these gashes drip 
Flow from the self-same loins! 

Woe for the curse with Heaven allied, 

Red with the blood of fratricide! 

Oh gaping wound, still bleeding fresh: 

O rent that ruined all. 

And thrusting through fraternal flesh 
Struck home at house and liall. 

One bitter curse for both; yea, none 
Hath less or more of malison ! 

Realm- wide the sound of mourning runs: 

The bastioned walls make moan; 

This earth that loveth her strong sons 
Sends up a hollow groan; 

And all they perished to possess 
Waiting new heirs lies ownerless. 

Too keen their cause to prosecute, 

Too jealous for just share; 

And he who solved their bitter suit 
Think ye that he judged fair? 

Ares that judgeth by the sword, 

Small thanks hath he for his reward! 

To battle they had made appeal, 

And battle heard their cause; 

That iron judge, the trenchant steel, 

Hath brought them to this pause. 

In undisturbed tenure cold 
Their father’s grave to have and hold I 

Loud is my wail! My heart is rent 
With griefs authentic cry! 

No gladness lurks in this lament. 

Feigned grief false thoughts belie I 
The fountains of my being flow 
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For royal men in death laid lowl 

How shall we praise them? Shall we say 
Their own should love them well, 

Seeing they wrought much in their day, 

Were wondrous hospitable? 

When host met host, the pledge was graced; 

They lavished all-in laying waste! 

O crown of women, woe-begone! 

Of mothers, most unblest! 

Who took to husband her own son, 

And suckled at her breast 
Babes, that in mutual slaughter bleed: 

Here ends that sowing — and the seed I 

Yea, in their seed-time they were twinned. 

And clove in twain by hate 
They are clean gone— a stormy wind 
Hath swept them to their fate: 

Such peace-making these brawlers have. 

And their conclusion is the grave. 

There they forget to hate: their strife 
Springs to no fierce rebirth : 

The sundered rivers of their life 
Mingle in peaceful earth; 

And in that dark, distempered clay 
Too near, too near in blo^ are they. 

Alack! The alien of the sea, 

Keen iron, flre’s own child, 

With bitter blows, unlovingly 
Their quarrel reconciled; 

Ares hath sharp division made; 

He heard the prayer their father prayed. 

They have their portion! poor, poor soulsl 
A little fathom-span 
Of ground, illiberal fortune doles; 

No more the gods give man; 

And ’neath them lying stark and cold 
Earth’s wealth unplumbed, her gems and gold. 

Wail for the wreath of victory 
That crowns their race with woe! 

Wail for the Curse’s triumph-cry. 

Shrieked for their overthrow! 

Wail for the line that broke and fled— 

And found a refuge with the dead! 

There stands a trophy at the gate. 

Where breast to breast they fell; 

The votive offering of Hate 
And Havoc hot from hell; 

There their ill star its strength essayed, 

Nor till both sank its fury stayed I 

Antigone. Smiter smittenl 
Ismene. Slayer slain! 

An. Blood on thy spear! 

Is. On thy breast that stainl 
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An. Weep the wrong! 

Is, Wail the woci 
An, Make grief thy song! 

Is, Let thy tears now 1 
An, and Is, Misery! Ah, misery! 

An, Oh, maddened breast! 

Is, Oh, moaning heart ! 

An, Wept with all tears thou art! 

Is, And thou of all unhappy things unhappiest! 
An, Slain by thine own thou liest dead! 

Is, Yea, and this hand its own blood shed! 

An, So is a tale of grief twice told ! 

Is, A double horror to behold ! 

An, Two woes in dreadful neighbourhood! 

Is, They lie together mingled in their blood I 
Ch, O Fate! How heavy is thy hand ! 

How grievous are the gifts that thou dost bring! 
Great shade of (Edipus who banned 
His own offspring- 
offended ghost— Erinys black as hell, 

Surely thou art of might unconquerable! 

An, and Is, Misery ! ah, misery ! 

An, Sorrow’s gifts arc ill to sec! 

Is, These back from exile thou didst bring to me! 
An, He fought and slew; yet home is far away! 

Is, He won the cause, but perished in the fray ! 
An, 111 he sped- for he is ! 

Is, And this poor soul is numbered with the 
dead! 

An, Bad brotherhood was this! 

Is, Y ea, and they had but little bliss ! 

An, One sorrow! One death-song! 

Is, Bewept with tears that weep a threefold 
wrong! 

Ch, O Fate! How heavy is thy hand ! 

How grievous are the gifts that thou dost 
bring! 

Great shade of CEdipus who banned 
His own offspring- 
offended ghost— Erinys black as hell. 

Surely thou art of might unconquerable! 

An, Now thou know’st thou didst transgress! 

Is, Nowthouown’st thy wickedness! 

An, Back returned with murderous stride! 

Is, Fugitive and fratricide ! 

An, Oh, the woeful victory! 

Is, Oh, the sorry sight to see ! 

An, Wail the grief ! 

Is, Weep the wrong! 

An, To home and country both belong! 

Is, Mine the woe! 

An, This long anguish ends even so! 

Is, Wretchraest of mortal kind ! 

An, and Is, Sinning with a frenzied mind ! 

An, Where to lay them— in what grave? 

Is, Where most honour they may have! 

An, and Is. Yea, these children of his woe 
Shall be their hither's bedfellow! 

EfUer a herald* 

Hamid, Hold! Let me first discharge a duty. 1 


Am come with mandate from the Governors 
Appointed W the people of this realm 
Cadmean. Their high will and {Measure is 
That, forasmuch as good Eteocles 
Was loyally affected to this land. 

Ye do inter him in its tender sdd; 

Thereby acknowledging he gave his life 
For love of her and hatred of her foes; 

And, being perfect and without reproach 
God-ward and to the temples of his fathers. 

Died, as became his youth, in guiltlessness. 
Touching the said deceased Eteocles 
So much I am commanded to convey. 

But for his brother— Polynciccs— ye 
Are to cast forth unburied his remains 
For dogs to gnaw; as a conspirator 
Against the integrity of Cadmus’ realm. 

Who would have^ turned this kingdom upside jilown. 
Had not a God from heaven braced yonder arlh. 
Outlawed in death is he, with the same ban \ 
Wherewith the Gods attached him, when he le^ 

An army hither to possess the land. 

Therefore it seemeth good that birds of the air 
Shall give him burial; and, in dishonour. 

He shall have all the honour he hath earned — 

No following of slaves to build his tomb; 

No keening note of ceremonial woe; 

His own kin shall deny him obsequies. 

This touching him is formally resolved 
By the good lords that govern Cadmus Town. 

An, Tell your good lords that I will bury him 
If none will help me. If it be dangerous 
To bury mine own brother, I am ready I 
Shame Kave I none for this rebellion! 

A mighty yearning draws me; that great bond 
Which binds us, sprung from the same parent’s 
loins. 

And makes us joint-heirs of their misery. 

Therefore, my soul, make thou his griefs thine own, 
Though he can neither hear nor answer thee. 

And be a sister to the slumbering dead ! 

This body never hollow-bellied wolf 

Shall tear and rend! So let no man “resolve it”! 

For I will scoop for him a shallow grave. 

Ay, with these woman’s hands! I’ll fold my robe 
And carry him in my lap, and cover him! 

Let no “good lords” “resolve it” otherwise! 
Courage! For what I will I’ll find a way! 

He, ’Tis my most strict command that thou 
forbear! 

Flout not authority! 

An. And it is mine 

That thou refine not on thy herald’s office. 

He, Let me say this: a people long oppressed 
When they win free, turn savage. 

An, Let them be 

As savage as you please— he shall have his grave. 

He, And wilt thou pay the honours of the grave 
To one whom the supreme authority 
Holdeth accurst? 

An. Alas! The Gods, methioks. 

Have meted out to him his meed of honour* 
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He. For grievous outrage on thocommonweal! 

He did most wickedly imperil her 1 
An. Gave back what he received! Evil for evil! 

He, To be revenged upon one man, his foe, 

He struck at all! 

An. So might we wrangle on ! 

And so should wrangling still have the last word! 

He. Then 1 have done; reck thine own rede and 
rue it! 

Exit HERALD. 

Chorus 

What sorrow like thine is! 

And ye angry ghosts, 

Blood'boltercd Erinys, 

Loud, loud are your boasts! 

Race-wreckers, your feet have not tarried! 

The tree, root and branch, lies shattered I 

The ruins of CEdipus* line 

With the dust of its dead shall be scattered! 

And how shall my heart incline? 

On thy poor corse shall 1 shed no tear? 

Shall I not walk before thy bier 

When thou to the grave art carried ? 

Ah! maugre all pity, 

I am atraid 1 

From the wrath of the city 
My soul shrinks dismayed ! 

New sorrow is here for my grieving! 

Yea! for there shall not fail thee 
The meed of a multitude’s tears! 

Thou shalt have many to wail thee, 


Lost in the wreck of the years! 

And must this poor soul go without his moan 
Save the death-song his sister singeth alone? 

O bitter past believing! 

Semi-Ch. What the city declareth 
Be done or forborne! 

Little my heart careth— 

Too deeply I mourn— 

Yea, my sorrow their anger despiseth! 

Lead on! Though his people disown him 
And no proud funeral pomp he shall have, 
Together our hearts shall bemoan him, 

Together our hands build his grave! 

For to-day goeth by as a tale that is told, 

And Time metes new censure, revoking the oldy 
And Justice her dooms reviseth! 

SemuCh. Go thy ways! Where my trust is 
My mourning shall be! 

When the stern soul of Justice 
And man’s censure agree. 

Shall 1 question or shall 1 upbraid her? 

Nay, rather my dirge shall be chanted 
For him who wrought most for his land. 

And the city that Cadmus planted, 

Under Heaven and Zeus’ mighty hand, 

When she was like to be cast away, 

Foundered far from the light of day 

’Neath the wave of the strong invader. 

Exeunt; one half following antigonb with the 
body of POLYNEiCES, and the other half 
isMENE with the body of eteocles. 
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PROMETHEUS BOUND 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Kratos 

Bia 

Hephaestus 

Prometheus 


Chorus of the Oceanides 

Oceanus 

lo 

Hermes 


Mountainous country^ and in the middle of a deep 
gorge a Rocl^, towards which kratos and bia carry the 
gigantic form of Prometheus, hephaestus follows 
d^ectedly with hammer^ nails^ chains^ etc, 

Kratos, Now have we journeyed to a spot of earth 
Remotc—thc Scythian wild, a waste untrod. 

And now, Hephaestus, thou must execute 
The task our father laid on thee, and fetter 
This malefactor to the jagged rocks 
In adamantine bonds infrangible; 

For thine own blossom of all forging fire 
He stole and gave to mortals; trespass grave 
For which the Gods have called him to account, 
That he may learn to bear Zeus’ tyranny 
And cease to play the lover of mankind. 

Hephaestus, Kratos and Bia, for ye twain the hest 
Of Zeus is done with; nothing lets you further. 

But forcibly to bind a brother God, 

In chains, in this deep chasm raked by all storms 
I have not courage; yet needs must 1 pluck 
Courage from manifest necessity, 

For woe worth him that slights the Father’s word. 

O high-soulcd son of Themis sage in counsel, 

With heavy heart I must make thy heart heavy, 

In bonds of brass not easy to be loosed, 

Nailing thee to this crag where no wight dwells. 

Nor sound of human voice nor shape of man 
Shall visit thee; but the sun-blaze shall roast 
Thy flesh; thy hue, flower-fair, shall suffer change; 
Welcome will Night be when with spangled robe 
She hides the light of day; welcome the sun 
Returning to disperse the frosts of dawn. 

And every hour shall brine its weight of woe 
To wear thy heart away; tor yet unborn 
Is he who shall release thee from thy pain. 

This is thy wage for loving humankind. 

For, being a God, thou dared’st the Gods’ ill will, 
Preferring, to exceeding honour, Man. 

Wherefore thy long watch shall be comfortless. 
Stretched on this rock, never to close an eye 
Or bend a knee; and vainly shalt thou lift, 

With groanings deep and lamentable cries, 

Thy voice; for Zeus is hard to be entreated, 

As new-born power is ever pitiless. 

Kr, Enough I Why jpaltcr ? Why wast idle pity? 

Is not the God Gods loathe hateful to thee? 

Traitor to man of thy prerogative? 


Hep, Kindred and fellowhip are dreaded names. 

Kr, Questionless; but to slight the Father’s 
word— 

How sayest thOu? Is not this fraught with more 
dread? 

Hep. I'hy heart was ever hard and overbold.', 

Kr. But wailing will not case him! Waste no pains 
Where thy endeavour nothing profiteth. 

Hep. Oh execrable work! loathed handicraft! 

Kr. Why curse thy trade? For what thou hast to 
do. 

Troth, smithcraft is in no wise answerable. 

Hep, Would that it were another’s craft, not mine! 
Kr. Why, all things are a burden save to rule 
Over the Gods; for none is free but Zeus. 

Hep. To that I answer not, knowing it true. 

Kr. Why, then, make haste to cast the chains 
about him. 

Lest glancing down on thee the Father’s eye 
Behold a laggard and a loiterer. 

Hep. Here arc the iron bracelets for his arms. 

Kr, Fasten them round his arms with all thy 
strength! 

Strike with thy hammer! Nail him to the rocks! 
Hep, *Tis done! and would that it were done less 
well! 

Kr. Harder— I say— strike harder— screw all 
tight 

And be not in the least particular 
Remiss, for unto one of his resource 
Bars are but instruments of liberty. 

Hep. This forearm’s fast ; a shackle hard to shift. 
Kr. Now buckle this! and handsomely ! Let him 
learn 

Sharp though he be, he’s a dull blade to Zeus. 

Hep. None can find fault with this :— save him it 
tortures. 

Kr. Now lake thine iron spike and drive it in. 
Until it gnaw clean through the rebel’s breast. 

Hep. Woe’s me, Prometheus, for thy weight of 
woe! 

Kr. Still shirking? still a-groaning for the foes 
Of Zeus? Anon thou’lt wail thine own mishap. 

Hep. Thou seest what eyes scarce bear to look 
upon! 

Kr. I see this fellow getting his deserts! 

But strap him with a belt about his ribs. 

Hep, I do what I must do: for thee— less wordsi 
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Kr, “Words,” quotha? Aye, and shout ’em if need 
be. 

Come down and cast a ring-bolt round his legs. 

Hep. The thing is feally done; and *twas quick 
work. 

Kr. Now with a sound rap knock the bolt-pins 
home! 

For heavy-handed is thy task-master. 

Hep. So villainous a form vile tongue befits. 

Kr. Be thou the heart of wax, but chide not me 
That I am gruffish, stubborn and stiff-willed. 

Hep. Oh, come away I The tackle holds him fast. 

Kr. Now, where thou hang’st insult! Plunder the 
Gods 

For creatures of a day 1 To thee what gift 
Will mortals tender to requite thy pains? 

The destinies were out miscalling thee 

Designer: a designer thou wilt need 

From trap so well contrived to twist thee free. 

Exeunt. 

Prometheus. O divine air! Breezes on swift bird- 
wings, 

Ye river fountains, and of ocean-waves 
The mu! litudinous laughter! Mother Earth! 

And thou a!l-sccing circle of the sun, 

Behold what I, a God, from Gods endure! 

Look down upon my shame, 

The cruel wrong that racks my frame, 

The grinding anguish that shall waste my 
strength. 

Till time's ten thousand years have measured out 
their length! 

He hath devised these chains, 

The new throned potentate who reigns, 

Chief of the chieftains of the Blest. Ah me! 

The woe which is and that which yet shall be 
I wail; and question make of these wide skies 
When shall the star of my deliverance rise. 

And yet— and yet— exactly I foresee 
All that shall come to pass; no sharp surprise 
Of pain shall overtake me; what’s determined 
Bear, as I can, I must, knowing the might 
Of strong Necessity is unconquerable. 

But touching my fate silence and speech alike 
Are unsuppor table. For boons bestowed 
On mortal men I am straitened in these bonds. 

I sought the fount of fire in hollow reed 
Hid privily, a measureless resource 
For man, and mighty teacher of all arts. 

This is the crime that I must expiate 

Hung here in chains, nailed ’neath the open sky, 

Ha! Ha! 

W’hat echo, what odour floats by with no sound ? 
God-wafted or mortal or mingled its strain ? 

Comes there one to this world’s end, this mountain- 
girt ground. 

To have sight of my torment? Or of what is he 
fain? 

A God ye behold in bondage and pain. 

The foe of Zeus and one at feud with all 

The deities that find 

Submissive entry to the tyrant’s hall; 


His fault, too great a love of humankind. 

Ah me! Ah me! what wafture nigh at hand. 

As of great birds of prey, is this I hear? 

The bright air fanned 

Whistles and shrills with rapid beat of wings. 
There cometh nought but to my spirit brings 
Horror and fear. 

The DAUGHTERS OF ocEANUs drow near in 
mid-air in their winged chariot. 

Chorus. Put thou all fear away! 

In kindness cometh this array 
On wings of speed to mountain lone, 

Our sire’s consent not lightly won. 

But a fresh breeze our convoy brought. 

For loud the din of iron raught 
Even to our sea-cave’s cold recess, 

And scared away the mcck-cyed bashfulness. 

I tarried not to tic my sandal shoe 
But haste, post haste, through air my wing^ 
chariot flew'. 

Pr. Ah me! Ah me! 

Fair progeny 

That many-childcd Tethys brought to birth. 
Fathered of Ocean old 
Whose sleepless stream is rolled 
Round the vast shores of earth! 

Look on me! Look upon these chains 
Wherein I hang fast held 
On rocks high -pinnacled, 

My dungeon and my tower of dole, 

Where o’er the abyss my soul. 

Sad w'arder, her unwearied w'atch sustains! 

Ch. Prometheus, I am gazing on thee now! 

With the cold breath of fear upon my brow, 

Not without mist of dimming tears, 

While to my sight thy giant stature rears 
Its bulk forpined upon these savage rocks 
In shameful bonds the linked adamant locks. 

For now new steersmen take the helm 
Olympian; now' w'ith little thought 
Of right, on strange, new laws Zeus stablisheth 
his realm, 

Bringing the mighty ones of old to naught. 

Pr. Oh that he had conveyed me 
’Neath earth, ’neath hell that swalloweth up the 
dead; 

In Tartarus, illimitably vast 

With adamantine fetters bound me fast— 

There his fierce anger on me visited. 

Where never mocking laughter could upbraid me 
Of God or aught beside! 

But now a wretch enskied, 

A far-seen vane. 

All they that hate me triumph in my pain. 

Ch. Who of the Gods is there so pitiless 
That he can triumph in thy sore distress? 

Who doth not inly groan 

With every pang of thine save Zeus alone? 

But he is ever wroth, not to be bent 

From his resolved intent 

The sons of heaven to subjugate; 

Nor shall he cease until his heart be satiate. 
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Or one a way devise 

To hurl him from the throne ^ere he doth 
monarchize. 

Pr. Yea, of a surety— though he do me wrong, 
Loading my limbs with fetters strong— 

The president 

Of heaven’s high parliament 
Shall need me yet to show 
What new conspiracy with privy blow 
Attempts his sceptre and his kingly seat. 

Neither shall words with all persuasion sweet, 

Not though his tongue drop honey, cheat 
Nor charm my knowledge from me; nor duress 
Of menace dire, frar of more grievous pains, 

Unseal my lips, till he have loosed these chains. 

And granted for these injuries redress. 

Ch, High is the heart of thee. 

Thy will no whit by bitter woes unstrung. 

And all too free 

The licence of thy bold, unshackled tongue. 

But fear hath roused my soul with piercing cry! 

And for thy fate my heart misgives mel I 
Tremble to know when through the breakers* roar 
Thy keel shall touch again the friendly shore; 

For not by prayer to Zeus is access won; 

An unpersuadable heart hath Cronos* son. 

Pr. 1 know the heart of Zeus is hard, that he hath 
tied 

Justice to his side; 

But he shall be full gentle thus assuaged; 

And, the implacable wrath wherewith he raged 
Smoothed quite away, nor he nor I 
Be loth to seal a bond of peace and amity. 

Ch, All that thou hast to tell I pray unfold, 

That we may hear at large upon what count 
Zeus took thee and with bitter wrong affronts: 
Instruct us, if the telling hurt thee not. 

Pr. These things are sorrowful for me to speak, 

Yet silence too is sorrow: all ways woe! 

When first the Blessed Ones were filled with wrath 
And there arose division in their midst. 

These instant to hurl Cronos from his throne 
That Zeus might be their king, and these, adverse, 
Contending that he ne’er should rule the Gods, 
Then 1, wise counsel urging to persuade 
The Titans, sons of Ouranos and Chthon, 

Prevailed not: but, all indirect essays 
Despising, they by the strong hand, effortless, 

Yet by main force— supposed that they might 
seize 

Supremacy. But me my mother Themis 
And Gaia, one form called by many names, 

Not once alone with voice oracular 
Had prophesied how power should be disposed— 
That not by strength neither by violence 
Tbe mighty should be mastered, but by guile. 
Which things by me set forth at large, they scorned, 
Nor graced my motion with the least repi^. 

Then, of ail ways that offered, I judged best. 

Taking my mother with me, to support, 

No backward friend, the not less cordial Zeus. 

And by my poUttceounsel Tartarus, 
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The bottomless and black, cAd Cronos hides 
With his confederates. So helped by me, 

The tyrant of the Gods, such service rendered 
With ignominious chastisement requites. 

But *tis a common malady of power 
Tyrannical never to trust a friend. 

And now, what ye inquired, for what arraigned 
He shamefully entreats me, ye shall know. 

When first upon his high, paternal throne 
He took his seat, forthwith to divers Gods 
Divers good gifts he gave, and parcelled out 
His empire, but of miserable men 
Recked not at all; rather it was his wish 
To wipe out man and rear another race: 

And these designs none contravened but me. 

I risked the bold attempt, and saved mankind 
From stark destruction and the road to hell. 
Therefore with this sore penance am I bowed,! 
Grievous to suffer, pitiful to see. i 

But, for compassion shown to man, such fate I 
I no wise earned ; rather in wrath’s despite 
Am I to be reformed, and made a show 
Of infamy to Zeus. 

Ch» He hath a heart 

Of iron, hewn out of unfeeling rock 
Is he, Prometheus, whom thy sufferings 
Rouse not to wrath. Would I had ne’er beheld 
them. 

For verily the sight hath wrung my heart. 

Pr. Yea, to my friends a woeful sight am I. 

Ck. Hast not more boldly in aught else 

transgressed ? ; 

Pr. 1 took from man expectancy of death. 

Ch. What medicine found’st thou for this malady? 
Pr. I planted blind hope in the heart of him. 

Ch. A mighty boon thou gavest there to man. 

Pr. Moreover, I conferred the gift of fire. 

Ch. And have frail mortals now the fiame>bright 
fire? 

Pr. Yea, and shall master many arts thereby. 

Ch. And Zeus with such misfeasance charging 
thee- 

Pr. Torments me with extremity of woe. 

Ch. And is no end in prospect of thy pains? 

Pr. None; save when he shall choose to make 
an end. 

Ch. How should he choose? What hope is thine? 
Dost thou 

Not see that thou hast erred? But how thou erredst 
Small pleasure were to me to tell; to thee 
Exceeding sorrow. Let it go then: rather 
Seek thou for some deliverance from thy woes. 

Pr. He who stands free with an untrammelled 
foot 

1$ quick to counsel and exhort a friend 
In trouble. But all these things 1 know well. 

Of my free will, my own free will, I erred. 

And freely do I here acknowledge it. 

Freeing mankind myself have durance found* 
Natheless, I looked not for sentence so dread, 

High on this precipice to droop and pine, 

Ha ving no neighbour but the desolate crags. 
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And 0 OW lament no more the ills I suffer. 

But come to earth and an attentive ear 
Lend to the tlungs that ^lall befall hereafter. 
Harken, oh harken, suffer as 1 suffer 1 
Who knows, who knows, but on some scatheless 
head. 

Another’s yet for the like woes reserved. 

The wandering doom will presently alight? 

Ch, Prometheus, we have heard thy ^1 : 

Not on deaf ears these awful accents tall. 

Lo! lightly leaving at thy words 
My flying car 

And holy air, the pathway of great birds, 

I long to tread this land of peak and scar. 

And certify myself by tidings sure 

Of all thou hast endured and must endure. 

While the winged chariot of the ocb anioes 
comes to ground their father oceanus enters^ 
riding on a monster, 

Oceanus. Now have 1 traversed the unending plain 
And unto thee, Prometheus, am I come, 

Guiding this wing^ monster with no rein. 

Nor any bit, but mind’s firm masterdom. 

And know that for thy grief my heart is sore; 

The bond of kind, methinks, constraineth me; 

Nor is there any I would honour more. 

Apart from kinship, than I reverence thee. 

And thou shalt learn that I speak verity: 

Mine is no smooth, false tongue; for do but show 
How I can serve thee, grieved and outraged thus, 
Thou ne’er shalt say thou hast, come weal, come 
woe, 

A friend more faithful than Oceanus. 

Pr. How now? Who greets me? What ! Art thou 
too come 

To gaze upon my woes? How could ’st thou leave 
The stream that bears thy name, thine antres 
arched 

With native rock, to visit earth that breeds 
The massy iron in her womb? Com’st thou 
To be spectator of my evil lot 
And fellow sympathizer with my woes? 

Behold, a thing indeed to gaze uponl 
The friend of Zeus, co-stablisher of his rule, 

See, by this sentence with what pains I am bowed I 
Oc. Prometheus, all too plainly I behold ; 

And for the best would counsel thee: albeit 
Thy brain is subtle. Learn to know thy heart. 

And, as the times, so let thy manners change. 

For by the law of change a new God rules. 

But, if these bitter, savage, sharp-set words 
Thou ventest, it may be, though he sit throned 
Far off and high above thee, Zeus will hear; 

And then thy present multitude of ills 
Will seem the mild correction of a babe. 

Rather, O thou much chastened one, refrain 
Thine anger, and from suffering seek release. 

Stale, peradventure, seem these words of mine: 
Neverthdess, of a too haughty tongue 
Such punidiment, Prometheus, is the wage. 

But dbou, not yet brought low by suffering. 

To whgt dmu hast of ill would’st add far worse. 


Therefore, while thou hast me for schoolmaster. 
Thou shalt not kick against the pricks; the more 
That an arch-despot who no audit dreads 
Rules by his own rough will. And now 1 leave thee, 
To strive with what success I may command 
For thy deliv’rance. Keep a quiet mind 
And use not over- vehemence of speech— 

Knowest thou not, being exceeding wise, 

A wanton, idle tongue brings chastisement? 

Pr. I marvel that thou art not in my case. 

Seeing with me thou did’st adventure all. 

And now, I do entreat thee, spare thyself. 

Thou wilt not move him: he’s not easy moved. 

Take heed lest thou find trouble by the way. 

Oc. Thou are a better counsellor to others 
Than to thyself: I judge by deeds not words. 

Pluck me not back when I would fain set forth. 

My oath upon it, Zeus will grant my prayer 
And free thee from these pangs. 

Pr. I tender thee 

For this my thanks and cver-during praise. 

Certes, no backward friend art thou; and yet 
Trouble not thyself; for at the best thy la^ur 
Will nothing serve me, if thou mean’st to serve. 
Being thyself untrammelled stand thou last. 

For, not to mitigate my own mischance. 

Would I see others hap on evil days. 

The thought be far from me. I feel the weight 
Of Atlas’ woes, my brother, in the west 
Shouldering the pillar that props heaven and earth. 
No wieldy Urdel for his arms to fold. 

The giant dweller in Cilician dens. 

I saw and pitied— a terrific shape, 

A hundred-headed monster— when he fell. 
Resistless Typhon who withstood the Gods, 

With fearsome hiss of beak-mouth horrible. 

While lightning from his eyes with Gorgon-glare 
Flashed for the ravage of the realm of Zeus. 

But on him came the bolt that never sleeps. 
Down-crashing thunder, with emitted fire, 

Which shattered him and all his towering hopes 
Dashed into ruin; smitten through the breast, 

His strength as smoking cinder, lightning-charred. 
And now a heap, a helf^ess, sprawling hulk. 

He lies stretched out beside the narrow seas, 
Pounded and crushed deep under Etna’s roots. 

But on the mountain-top Hephaestus sits 
Forging the molten iron, whence shall burst 
Rivers of fire, with red and ravening jaws 
To waste fair-fruited, smooth, Sicilian fields. 

Such bilious up-boiling of his ire 

Shall Typho vent, with slingstone-showers red-hot, 

And unapproachable surge of fiery spray, 

Although combusted by the bolt of Zeus. 

But thou art not unlearned, nor needest me 
To be thy teacher: save thyself the way 
Thou knowest and I will fortify my heart 
Until the wrathfulness of Zeus abate. 

Oc. Nay then, Prometheus, art thou ignorant 
Words are physicians to a wrath-sick som? 

Pr. Y cs, if with skill one soften the ripe core, 

Not by rough measures make it obdurate. 
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Oc. Sccst thou in warm affection detriment 
Or aught untoward in adventuring? 

Pr, A load of toil and a light mind withal. 

Oc, Then give me leave to call that sickness mine. 
Wise men accounted fools attain their ends. 

Pr, But how if I am galled by thine offence ? 

Oc. There very palpably thou thrustest home. 

Pr. Beware lest thou through pity come to broils. 
Oc, With one established in Omnipotence? 

Pr. Of him take heed lest thou find heaviness. 

Oc. I am schooled by thy calamity, Prometheus! 
/V. Pack then I And, prithee, do not change thy 
mind! 

Oc. Thou criest ‘*On” to one in haste to go. 

For look, my dragon with impatient wings 
Flaps at the broad, smooth road of level air. 

Fain would he kneel him down in his own stall. 

Exit OGEANUS. 

Ch. {after alighting) I mourn for thee, Prometheus, 
minished and brought low. 

Watering my virgin checks with these sad drops, 
that flow 

From sorrow’s rainy fount, to fill soft-lidded eyes 
With pure libations for thy fortune’s obsequies. 

An evil portion that none coveteth hath Zeus 
Prepared for thee; by self-made laws established 
for his use 

Disposing all, the elder Gods he purposeth to show 
How strong is that right arm wherewith he smites 
a foe. 

There hath gone up a cry from earth, a groaning 
for the fall. 

Of things of old renown and shapes majcstical, 

And for thy passing an exceeding bitter groan; 

For thee and for thy brother Gods whose honour 
was thine own: 

These things all they who dwell in Asia’s holy 
seat, 

Time’s minions, mourn and with their groans thy 
groans repeat. 

Yea, and they mourn who dwell beside the Colchian 
shore, 

The hero maids unwedded that delight in war, 

And Scythia’s swarming myriads who their dwelling 
make . 

Around the borders of the world, the salt Maeotian 
lake. 

Mourns Ares’ stock, that flowers in desert Araby, 
And the strong city mourns, the hill-fort planted 
high. 

Near neighbour to huge Caucasus, dread 
mountaineers 

That love the clash of arms, the counter of sharp 
spears. 

Beforetime of all Gods one have 1 seen in pain. 

One only Titan bound with adamantine chain. 

Atlas in strength supreme, who groaning stoops, 
downbent 

Under the burthen of the earth and heaven’s broad 
firmament. 

Bellows the main of waters, surge with 
foam-seethed surge 


Clashing tumultuous; for thee the deep seas chant 
their dirge; 

And Hell’s dark under- world a hollow moaning fills; 
Thee mourn the sacred streams with all their 
fountain-rills. 

Pr. Think not that I for pride and stubbornness 
Am silent; rather is my heart the prey 
Of gnawing thoughts, both for the past, and now 
Seeing myself by vengeance buffeted. 

For to these younger Gods their precedence 
Who severally determined if not I? 

No more of that: I should but weary you 

With things ye know; but listen to the tale 

Of human sufferings, and how at first 

Senseless as beasts I gave men sense, possessed them 

Of mind. I speak not in contempt of man; 

I do but tell of good gifts 1 conferred. 

In the beginning, seeing they saw amiss. 

And hearing heard not, but, like phantoms huddled 
In dreams, the perplexed story of their days t 
Confounded ; knowing neither timber-work 
Nor brick-built dwellings basking in the light. 

But dug for themselves holes, wherein like ants; 
That hardly may contend against a breath, 

They dwelt in burrows of their unsunned caves. 
Neither of winter’s cold had they fixed sign, 

Nor of the spring when she comes decked with 
flowers. 

Nor yet of summer’s heat with melting fruits 
Sure token: but utterly without knowledge 
Moiled, until I the rising of the stars 
Showed them, and when they set, though much 
obscure. 

Moreover, number, the most excellent 
Of all inventions, I for them devised, 

And gave them writing that retaineth all, 

The serviceable mother of the Muse. 

I was the first that yoked unmanaged beasts. 

To serve as slaves with collar and with pack, 

And take upon themselves, to man’s relief, 

The heaviest labour of his hands: and 1 
Tamed to the rein and drove in wheeled cars 
The horse, of sumptuous pride the ornament. 

And those sea-wanderers with the wings of cloth, 
The shipman’s waggons, none but I contrived. 

These manifold inventions for mankind 
I perfected, who, out upon’t, have none— 

No, not one shift— to rid me of this shame. 

Oi. Thy sufferings have been shameful, and thy 
mind 

Strays at a loss: like to a bad physician 
Fallen sick, thou’rt out of heart: nor cans’t 
prescribe 

For thine own case the draught to make thee sound. 
Pr. But hear the sequel and the more admire 
What arts, what aids I cleverly evolved. 

The chiefest that, if any man fell sick. 

There was no help for him, comestible. 

Lotion or potion; but for lack of drugs 
They dwindled quite away; until I taught them 
To compound draughts and mixtures sanative, 
Wherewith they now are armed against disease. 
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I Staked the winding path of divination 
And was the first distinguisher of dreams, 

The true from &lse; and voices ominous 
Of meaning dark interpreted; and tokens 
Seen when men take the road ; and augury 
By flight of all the greater crook-clawed birds 
With nice discrimination I defined ; 

These by their nature fair and favourable, 

Those, flattered with fair name. And of each sort 
The habits I described; their mutual feuds 
And friendships and the assemblages they hold. 

And of the plumpness of the inward parts 
What colour is acceptable to the Gods, 

The well-streaked liver-lobe and gall-bladder. 

Also by roasting limbs well wrapped in fat 
And the long chine, I led men on the road 
Of dark and riddling knowledge; and I purged 
The glancing eye of fire, dim before. 

And made its meaning plain. These are my works. 
Then, things beneath the earth, aids hid from man. 
Brass, iron, silver, gold, who dares to say 
He was before me in discovering? 

None, I wot well, unless he loves to babble. 

And in a single word to sum the whole— 

All manner of arts men from Prometheus learned. 
Ch, Shoot not beyond the mark in succouring 
man 

While thou thyself art comfortless: for I 
Am of good hope that from these bonds escaped 
Thou shalt one day be mightier than Zeus. 

Pr. Fate, that brings all things to an end, not thus 
Apportioneth my lot: ten thousand pangs 
Must bow, ten thousand miseries afflict me 
Kre from these bonds I freedom find, for Art 
Is by much weaker than Necessity. 

Ch. Who is the pilot of Necessity? 

Pr. The Fates triform, and the unforgetting 
Furies. 

Ch. So then Zeus is of lesser might than these? 

Pr. Surely he shall not shun the lot apportioned. 
Ch. What lot for Zeus save world- without-end 
reign? 

Pr. Tax me no further with importunate 
questions. 

Ch. O deep the mystery thou shroudest there! 

Pr. Of aught but this freely thou may’st discourse; 
But touching this I charge thee speak no word; 
Nay, veil it utterly: for strictly kept 
The secret from these bonds shall set me free. 

Chorus 

May Zeus who all things swaycth 
Nc*cr wreak the might none stayeth 
On wayward will of mine; 

May I stint not nor waver 
With offerings of sweet savour 
And feasts of slaughtered kine; 

The holy to the holy. 

With frequent feet and lowly 
At altar, tanc and shrine. 

Over the Ocean marches, 

The deep that no drought parches, 
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Draw near to the divine. 

My tongue the Gods estrange not; 

My firm set purpose change not, 

As wax melts in fire-shine. 

Sweet is the life that lengthens. 

While joyous hope still strengthens. 

And glad, bright thoughts sustain; 

But shuddering 1 behold thee. 

The sorrows that enfold thee 
And all thine endless pain. 

For Zeus thou hast despised; 

Thy fearless heart misprizM 
All that his vengeance can. 

Thy wayward will obeying. 

Excess of honour paying, 

Prometheus, unto man. 

And, oh, beloved, for this graceless grace 
What thanks? What prowess for thy bold essay 
Shall champion thee from men of mortal race. 

The petty insects of a passing day? 

Saw’st not how' puny is the strength they spend? 
With few, faint steps walking as dreams and blind. 
Nor can the utmost of their lore transcend 
The harmony of the Eternal Mind. 

These things I learned seeing thy glory dimmed, 
Prometheus. Ah, not thus on me was shed 
The rapture of sweet music, when I hymned 
The marriage-song round bath and bridal bed 
At thine espousals, and of thy blood -kin, 

A bride thou chosest, wooing her to thee 
With all good gifts that may a Goddess win, 

Thy father’s child, divine Hesione. 

Enter lo, crazed and homed, 
to. What land is this? What people here abide? 
And who is he. 

The prisoner of this windswept mountain-side? 
Speak, speak to me; 

Tell me, poor caitiff, how did’st thou transgress, 
Thus buffeted? 

Whither am I, half-dead with weariness, 
For-wander^d? 

Ha! Ha! 

Again the prick, the stab of gadfly-sting! 

O earth, earth, hide, 

The hollow shape— Argus— that evil thing— 

The hundred-eyed- 

Earth-born-herdsman ! I see him yet; he stalks 
With stealthy pace 

And crafty watch not all my poor wit baulks! 

From the deep place 

Of earth that hath his bones he breaketh bound, 
And from the pale 

Of Death, the Underworld, a hell-sent hound 
On the blood -trail. 

Fasting and faint he drives me on before. 

With spectral hand. 

Along the windings of the wasteful shore, 

The salt sea-sand I 

List! List! the pipe! how drowzily it shrills! 

A cricket-cry ! 
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Sect Scef the wax-webbed reeds! Oh, to these ills 
Ye Gods on high, 

Ye blessed Gods, what bourne? O wandering feet 
When will VC rest? 

O Cronian child, wherein oy aught unmeet 
Have 1 transgre^ed 
To be yokc'fcllow with Calamity? 

My mind unstrung, 

A crack-brained lack-wit, frantic mad am I, 

By gad-fly stung, 

Thy scourge, that tarres me on with buzzing wing! 
Plunge me in fire, 

Hide me in earth, to deep-sea monsters fling, 

But my desire— 

Kneeling I pray— grudge not to grant, O King! 
Too long a race 

Stripped for the course have I run to and fro; 

And still I chase 

The vanishing goal, the end of all my woe; 

Enough have I mourned! 

Hear*st thou the lowing of the maid cow-horned? 
Pr, How should I hear thee not ? Thou art the 
child 

Of Inachus, dazed with the dizzying fly. 

The heart of Zeus thou hast made hot with love 
And Hera’s curse even as a runner stripped 
Pursues thee ever on thine endless round. 

/o. How dost thou know my father’s name? 
Impart 

To one like thee 

A poor, distressful creature, who thou art. 

§orrow with me. 

Sorrowful one! Tell me, whose voice proclaims 
Things true and sad. 

Naming by all their old, unhappy names. 

What drove me mad — 

Sick! Sick! ye Gods, with suffering ye have sent, 
That clings and clings; 

Wasting my lamp of life till it be spent! 

Crazed with your stings! 

Famished I come with trampling and with leaping. 
Torment and shame, 

To Hera’s cruel wrath, her craft unsleeping, 
Captive and tame! 

Of all wights woe-begone and fortune-crossed, 

Oh, in the storm 

Of the world’s sorrow is there one so lost? 

Speak, godlike form. 

And be in this dark world my oracle! 

Can’st thou not sift 

The things to come? Hast thou no art to tell 
What subtle shift. 

Or sound of charming song shall make me well? 
Hide naught of ill! 

But— if indeed thou knowest— prophesy— 

In words that thrill 

Clear- toned through air— what such a wretch as 1 
Must yet abide— 

The lost, lost maid that roams earth’s kingdoms 
w^e? 

ly. What thou wouldst learn 1 will make clear 
to thee, 


Not weaving subtleties, but simple sooth 
Unfolding as the mouth should speak to friends. 

I am Prometheus, giver of Are to mortab. 

/o. Oh universafsuccour of mankind. 

Sorrowful Prometheus, why art thou punished 
thus? 

fV. I have but now ceased mourning for my 
griefs. 

Jo. Wilt thou not grant me then so small a boon? 
fy. What is it thou dost ask? Thou shalt know all. 
/o. Declare to me who chained thee in this gorge. 
Pr. The best of Zeus, but *twas Hephaestus’ hand. 
lo. But what transgression dost thou expiate? 

Pr. Let this suffice thee: thou shalt know no more, 
/o. Nay, but the end of my long wandering 
When shall it be? This too thou must declare. 

Pr. That it is,better for thee not to know. 
lo. Oh hide^ not from me what 1 have to stifler! 

Pr. Poor child ! Poor child ! I do not grudges the 
gift. \ 

lo. Why then, art thou so slow to tell me al|? 

Pr. It is not from unkindness; but I fear > 

’Twill break thy heart. 

lo. Take thou no thought for 

Where thinking thwarteth heart’s desire! 

Pr. So keen 

To know thy sorrows! List! and thou shalt learn. 

Ch. Not till thou hast indulged a wish of mine. 
First let us hear the story of her grief 
And she herself shall tell the woeful tale. 

After, thy wisdom shall impart to her 
The conflict yet to come. 

Pr. So be it, then. 

And, lo, thus much courtesy thou owest 
These maidens being thine own father’s kin. 

For with a moving story of our woes 
To win a tear from weeping auditors 
In nought demeans the teller. 
lo. I know not 

How fitly to refuse; and at your wish 
All ye desire to know I will in plain. 

Round terms set forth. And yet the telling of it 
Harrows my soul; this winter’s tale of wrong. 

Of angry Gods and brute deformity, 

And how and why on me these horrors swooped. 
Always there were dreams visiting by night 
The woman’s chambers where I slept; and they 
With flattering words admonished and cajoled me, 
Saying, “O lucky one, so long a maid? 

And what a match for thee if thou would’st wed! 
Why, pretty, here is Zeus as hot as hot— 
Love-sick— to have thee! Such a bolt as thou 
Hast shot clean through his heart! And he won’t 
rest 

Till Cypris help him win thee! Lift not then. 

My daughter, a proud foot to spurn the bed 
Of Zeus: but get thee gone to meadow deep 
By Lerna’s marsh, where arc thy father’s flocks 
And cattle-folds, that on the eye of Zeus 
May fall the balm that shall assuage desire/* 

Such dreams oppressed me, trouming aU tny nights^ 
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Woe^s met ttU 1 plucked courage up to tell 
My father of tliM fears that walk^ in darkness. 
And many times to I^thoand Dodona 
He sent his sacred missioners, to inquire 
How, or by deed or word, he might conform 
To the high will and pleasure of the Gods. 

And they returned with sli^ery oracles, 

Nought plain, but all to bame and perplex— 

And then at last to Inachus there raught 
A saying that flashed clear; the drift, that I 
Must be put out from home and country, forced 
To be a wanderer at the ends of the earth, 

A thing devote and dedicate; and if 
I would not, there should fall a thunderbolt 
From Zeus, with blinding flash, and utterly 
Destroy my race. So spake the oracle 
Of Loxias. In sorrow he obeyed, 

And from beneath his roof drove forth his child 
Grieving as he grieved, and from house and home 
Bolted and barred me out. But the high hand 
Of Zeus bear hardly on the rein of fate. 

And, instantly — even in a moment— mind 
And body suffered strange distortion. Horned 
Even as ye see me now, and with sharp bite 
Of gadfly pricked, with high-flung skip, stark-mad, 
I boundra, galloping headlong on, until 
I came to the sweet waters of the stream 
Kerchneian, hard by Lerna’s spring. And thither 
Argus, the giant herdsman, fierce and fell 
As a strong wine unmixed, with hateful cast 
Of all his cunning eyes upon the trail. 

Gave chase and tracked me down. And there he 
perished 

By violent and sudden doom surprised. 

But I with darting sting— the scorpion whip 
Of angry Gods— am lashed from land to land. 

Thou hast my story, and, if thou can’st tell 
What I have still to suffer, speak; but do not. 
Moved by compassion, with a lying tale 
Warm my cold heart; no sickness of the soul 
Is half so shameful as composed falsehoods. 

Ch. Off! lost one! off! Horror, I cry I 
Horror and misery I 

Was this the traveller’s talc I craved to hear? 

Oh, that mine eyes should see 
A sight so ill to look upon! Ah me! 

Sorrow, defllement, haunting fear, 

Fan my blood cold, 

Stabbra with a two-edged stingl 
O Fate, Fate, Fate, tremblingly I behold 
The plight of lo, thine apportioning! 

Fr. Thou dost lament too soon, and art as one 
All fear. Refrain thyself till thou hast heard 
What*syettobc. 

Ch. Speak and be our instructor: 

There b a kind of balm to the sick soul 
In certain knowledge of the grief to come. 

Fr. Your former wish I lightly granted ye: 

And ychaveheard, even as ye desired, 

From thi^jBiaul’s lips thestory of her sorrow. 


Now hear the sequel, the ensiung woes 
The damsel must endure from Hera’s hate. 

And thou, O seed of Inachaean loins. 

Weigh well my words, that thou may’st understand 
Thy journey’s end. First towards the rising sun 
Turn hence, and traverse fields that ne’er telt 
plough 

Until thou reach the country of the Scyths, 

A race of wanderers handling the long-bow 
That shoots afar, and having their habitations 
Under the open sky in wattled cotes 
That move on wheels. Go not thou nigh to them, 
But ever within sound of the breaking waves 
Pass through their land. And on the left of thee 
The Chalybes, workers in iron, dwell. 

Beware of them, for they are savages, 

Who suffer not a stranger to come near. 

And thou shall reach the river Hybristes, 

Well named. Cross not, for it is ill to cross. 

Until thou come even unto Caucasus, 

Highest of mountains, where the foaming river 
Blows all its volume from the summit ridge 
That o’ertops all. And that star-neighboured ridge 
Thy feet must climb; and, following the road 
That runneth south, thou presently shall reach 
The Amazonian hosts that loathe the male. 

And shall one day remove from thence and found 
Themiscyra hard by Thermodon’s stream, 

Where on the craggy Salmadessian coast 
Waves gnash their teeth, the maw of mariners 
And step-mother of ships. And they shall lead thee 
Upon thy way, and with a right good will. 

Then shalt thou come to the Cimmerian Isthmus, 
Even at the pass and portals of the sea. 

And leaving it behina thee, stout of heart. 

Cross o’er the channel of Mseotis’ Lake. 

For ever famous among men shall be 
The story of thy crossing, and the strait 
Be called by a new name, the Bosporus, 

In memory of thee. Then having left 
Europa’s soil behind thee thou malt come 
To the main land of Asia. What think yeP 
Is not the only ruler of the Gods 
A complete tyrant, violent to all. 

Respecting none? First, being himself a God, 

He burneth to enjoy a mortal maid, 

And then torments her with these wanderings. 

A sorry suitor for thy love, poor girl, 

A bitter wooing. Yet having heard so much 
Thou art not even in the overture 
And prelude of the song. 
lo. AlasiOhlOhl 

Pr. Thou dost cry out, fetching again deep 
groans: 

What wilt thou do when thou hast heard in full 
The evils yet to come? 

Ch. And wilt thou tell 

The maiden something further: some fresh sorrow? 
Pr. A stormy sea of wrong and ruining. 
lo. What does it profit me to live! Oh, why 
Do I not throw myself from this rough ers^ 

And in one leap rid me of all my pain? 
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Better to die at once than live, and all 
My days be evil. 

/V. Thou would’st find it hard 

To bear what I must bear: for unto me 
It is not given to die,— a dear release 
From pain; but now of suficring there is 
No end in sight till Zeus shall fall. 
lo. And shall 

Zeus fall? His power be taken from him? 

No matter when if true— 

Pr. *Twould make thee 

happy 

Methinks, if thou could*st see calamity 
Whelm him. 

lo. How should it not when all my woes 

Are of his sending? 

Pr. Well, then, thou may’st 

learn how 

These things shall be. 

lo. Oh, who will snatch away 

The tyrant’s rod? 

Pr. Himself by his own vain 

And fond imaginings. 

lo. But how ? Oh, speak. 

If the declaring draw no evil down I 
Pr. A marriage he shall make shall vex him sore. 
lo, A marriage ? Whether of gods or mortals ? 
Speak! 

If this be utterablel 

Pr, Why dost thou ask 

What I may not declare? 
lo. And shall he quit 

The throne of all the worlds, by a new spouse 
Supplanted? 

Pr. She will bear to him a child, 

And he shall be in might more excellent 
Than his progenitor. 
lo. And he will find 

No way to parry this strong stroke of fate? 

Pr. None save my own self— when these bonds 
are loosed. 

lo. And who shall loose them if Zeus wills not ? 
Pr. One 

Of thine own seed. 

lo. How say’st thou ? Shall a child 

Of mine release thee? 

Pr. Son of thine, but son 

The thirteenth generation shall beget. 
lo, A prophecy oracularly dark. 

Pr. Then seek not thou to know thine own fate. 
lo. Nay, 

Tender me not a boon to snatch it from me. 

Pr. Of two gifts thou hast asked one shall be 
thine. 

lo. Wha t gifts ? Pronounce and leave to me the 
choice. 

Pr. Nay, thou are free to choose. Say, therefore, 
whether 

t shall declare to thee thy future woes 
Or him who shall be my deliverer. 

Ch, Nay, but let both be granted I Unto her 
That which she chooseth, unto me my choice, 


That I, too, may have honour from thy lips. 

First unto her declare her wanderings. 

And unto me him who shall set thee free; 

’Tis that I long to know. 

Pr. I will resist 

No further, but to your importunacy 
All things which ye desire to learn reveal. 

And, lo, first to thee I will declare 

Thy far-driven wanderings; write thou my words 

In the retentive tablets of thy heart. 

When thou hast crossed the flood that flows 
between 

And is the boundary of two continents. 

Turn to the sun’s uprising, where he treads 
Printing with fiery steps the eastern sky. 

And from the roaring of the Pontic surge 
Do thou pass on, until before thee lies 
The Gorgonean plain, Kisthene called. 

Where dwell the gray-haired three, the Phorcides, 
Old, mumbling maids, swan-shaped, having on? eye 
Betwixt the three, and but a single tooth. 

On them the sun with his bright beams ne’er 
glanceth 

Nor moon that lamps the night. Not far from ihto 
The sisters three, the Gorgons, have their haunt; 
Winged forms, with snaky locks, hateful to man. 
Whom nothing mortal looking on can live. 

Thus much that thou may’st have a care of these. 
Now of another portent thou shalt hear. 

Beware the dogs of Zeus that ne’er give tongue. 

The sharp-beaked gryphons, and the one-eyed 
horde 

Of Arimaspians, riding upon horses. 

Who dwell around the river rolling gold. 

The ferry and the frith of Pluto’s port. 

Go not thou nigh them. After thou shalt come 
To a far land, a dark-skinned race, that dwell 
Beside the fountains of the sun, whence flows 
The river >Ethiops: follow its banks 
Until thou comest to the steep-down slope 
Where from the Bibline mountains Nil us old 
Pours the sweet waters of his holy stream. 

And thou, the river guiding thee, shalt come 
To the three-sided, wedge-shaped land of Nile, 
Where for thyself, lo, and for thy children 
Long sojourn is appointed. If in aught 
My story seems to stammer and to err 
From indirectness, ask and ask again 
Till all be manifest. I do not lack 
For leisure, having more than well contents me! 

Ch, If there be aught that she must suffer yet. 

Or aught omitted in the narrative 
Of her long wanderings, I pray thee speak. 

But if thou hast told all, then grant the boon 
We asked and doubtless thou wilt call to mind. 

Pr. Nay, she has heard the last of her long 
journey. 

But, as some warrant for her patient hearing 
I will relate her former sufferings 
Ere she came hither. Much I will omit 
That had detained us else with long discourse 
And touch at once her journey’s thus far goal. 
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When thou wast come to the Molossian plain 
That lies about the high top of Dodona, 

Where is an oracle and shrine of Zeus 
Thesprotian, and— portent past belief— 

The talking oaks, the same from whom the word 
Flashed clear and nothing questionably hailed thee 
The destined spouse— ah! do I touch old wounds?— 
Of Zeus, honoured above thy sex; stung thence 
In torment, where the road runs by the sea. 

Thou cam*st to the broad gulf of Rhea, whence 
Beat back by a strong wind, thou didst retrace 
Most painfully thy course; and it shall be 
That times to come in memory of thy passage 
Shall call that inlet the Ionian Sea. 

Thus much for thee in witness that my mind 
Beholdeth more than that which leaps to light. 
Now for the things to come; what I shall say 
Concerns ye both alike. Return we then 
And follow our old track. There is a city 
Yclept Canobus, built at the land's end. 

Even at the mouth and mounded silt of Nile, 

And there shall Zeus restore to thee thy mind 
With touch benign and laying on of hands. 

And from that touch thou shalt conceive and bear 
Swarth Epaphus, touch-born ; and he shall reap 
As much of earth as Nilus watereth 
With his broad-flowing river. In descent 
The fifth from him there shall come back to Argos, 
Thine ancient home, but driven by hard hap. 

Two score and ten maids, daughters of one house. 
Fleeing pollution of unlawful marriage 
With their next kin, who winged with wild desire. 
As hawks that follow hard on cushat -doves. 

Shall harry prey which they should not pursue 
And hunt forbidden brides. But God shall be 
Exceeding jealous for their chastity; 

And old Pclasgia, for the mortal thrust 
Of woman's hands and midnight murder done 
Upon their new- wed lords, shall shelter them; 

For every wife shall strike her husband down 
Dipping a two-edged broadsword in his blood. 

Oh, that mine enemies might wed such wives! 

But of the fifty, one alone desire 

Shall tame, as with the stroke of charming-wand. 

So that she shall not lift her hands to slay 

The partner of her bed; yea, melting love 

Shall blunt her sharp-set will, and ^e shall choose 

Rather to be called weak and womanly 

Than the dark stain of blood ; and she shall be 

Mother of kings in Argos. *Tis a tale 

Were’t told in full, would occupy us long. 

For, of her sowing, there shall spring to &me 
The lion’s whelp, the archer bold, whose bow 
Shall set me free. This is the oracle 
Themis, my ancient Mother, Titan-born, 

Disclosed to me; but how and in what wise 
Were long to tell, nor would it profit thee. 
lo. 

Again they come, a^in 

The fury and the pain I 

The gangrened wound I The ache of pulses dinned 

With raging throes I 


It beats upon my brain— the burning wind 
That madness blows! 

It pricks— the barb, the hook not forged with heat, 
The gadfly dart! 

Against my ribs with thud of trampling feet 
Hammers my heart! 

And like a bowling wheel mine eyeballs spin. 

And I am flung 

By fierce winds from my course, nor can rein in 
My frantic tongue 

That raves I know not what!— a random tide 
Of words— a froth 

Of muddied waters buffeting the wide, 

High-crested, hateful wave of ruin and God’s 
wrath! 

Exit raving, 

Ch. I hold him wise who first in his own mind 
Hiis canon fixed and taught it to mankind : 

True marriage is the union that mates 

Equal with equal; not where wealth emasculates, 

Or mighty lineage is magnified. 

Should he who earns his bread look for a bride. 
Therefore, grave mistresses of fate, I pray 
That I may never live to see the day 
When Zeus takes me for his bedfellow; or I 
Draw near in love to husband from on high. 

For I am full of fear when I behold 
lo, the maid no human love may fold, 

And her virginity disconsolate. 

Homeless and husbandless by Hera’s hate. 

For me, when love is level, fear is far. 

May none of all the Gods that greater are 
Eye me with his unshunnable regard; 

For in that warfare victory is hard, 

And of that plenty cometh emptiness. 

What should befall me then 1 dare not guess; 

Nor whither I should flee that I might shun 
The craft and subtlety of Cronos’ Son. 

Pr. I tell thee that the self-willed pride of Zeus 
Shall surely be abased; that even now 
He plots a marriage that shall hurl him forth 
Far out of sight of his imperial throne 
And kingly dignity. Then, in that hour. 

Shall be fulfilled, nor in one tittle fail, 

The curse wherewith his father Cronos cursed him. 
What time he fell from his majestic place 
Established from of old. And such a stroke 
None of the Gods save me could turn asid6. 

I know these things shall be and on what wise. 
Therefore let him secure him in his seat, 

And put his trust in airy noise, and swing 
His bright, two-handea, bla 2 dng thunderbolt. 

For these shall nothing stead him, nor avert 
Fall insupportable and glory humbled. 

A wrestler of such might he maketh ready 
For his own ruin; yea, a wonder, strong 
In strength unmatchable; and he shall find 
Fire that shall set at naught the burning bolt 
And blasts more dreadful that o’er-crow the thunder. 
The pestilence that scourgeth the deep seas 
And shaketh solid earth, the three-pronged mace, 
Poseidon’s spear, a mightier shall scatter; 
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And when he stumbleth striking there his foot, 
Fallen on evil days, the tyrant^s pride 
Shall measure all the miserable length 
That parts rule absolute from servitude. 

Ch, Methinks the wish is father to the thought 
And whets thy railing tongue. 

Pr. Not so: the wish 

And the accomplishment go hand in hand. 

CA. Then must we look for one who shall supplant 
And reign instead of Zeus? 

Pr, Calamity 

Far, fsit more grievous shall bow down his neck. 

Ch. Hast thou no fear venting such blasphemy? 

Pr, What should I fear who Imvc no part nor lot 
In doom of dying? 

Ch, But he might afflict thee 

With agony more dreadful, pain beyond 
These pains. 

Pr, Why let him if he will 1 

All evils I foreknow. 

Ch, Ah, they are wise 

Who do obeisance, prostrate in the dust, 

To the implacable, eternal Will. 

Pr, Go thou and worship; fold thy hands in 
prayer. 

And be the dog that licks the foot of power I 
Nothing care I for Zeus; yea, less than naught 1 
Let him do what he will, and sway the world 
His little hour; he has not long to lord it ^ 

Among the Gods. 

Ohl here his runner comes! 

The upstart tyrant’s lacquey I He’ll bring news, 

A' message, never doubt it, from his master. 

Enter hermes. 

Hermes, You, the sophistical rogue, the heart of 
gall, 

The renegade of heaven, to short-lived men 
Purveyor of prerogatives and titles. 

Fire- thief! Dost hear me? I’ve a word for thee. 
Thou’rt to declare— this is the Father’s pleasure 
These marriage-feasts of thine, whereof thy tongue 
Rattles a-pace, and by the which his greatness 
Shall take a fall. And look you rede no riddles, 

But tell the truth, in each particular 
Exact. I am not to sweat for thee, Prometheus, 
Upon a double journey. And thou seest 
Zeus by thy dark defiance is not moved. 

Pr, A vbry solemn piece of insolence 
Spoken like an underling of the Gods! Ye are 
young! 

Ye are young! New come to power! And ye suppose 

Your towerra citadel Calamity 

Can never enter! Ah, and have not I 

Seen from those pinnacles a two-fold fall 

Of tyrants? And the third, who his brief **now” 

Of lord^p arrogates, I sh^l see yet 
By lapse most swift, most ignominious, 

Sink to perdition. And dost thou suppose 
Icrouch and cower in reverence and awe 
To Gods of yesterday? I fail of that 
SomtKh, thie total all of space and time 
fiidks in between. Take thyself hence and count 


Thy toiling steps back by the way thou earnest. 

In nothing wiser for thy questionings. 

Her, This is that former stubborness of thine 
That brought thee hither to foul anchorage. 

Pr, Mistake me not ; I would not, if 1 might. 
Change my misfortunes for thy vassalage. 

Her, Oh! better be the vassal of this rock 
Than born the trusty messenger of Zeus! 

Pr, I answer insolence, as it deserves, 

With insolence. How else should it be answered? 

Her, Surely; and, being in trouble, it is plain 
You revel in your plight. 

Pr, Revel, forsooth! 

I would my enemies might hold such revek 
And thou amongst the nrst. 

Her, Dost thou blame me 

For thy misfortunes? 

Pr, I hate all the Gods, \ 

Because, having received good at my hands, ^ 
They have rewarded me with evil. \ 

Her, This \ 

Proves thee stark mad ! \ 

Pr, Mad as you please, if hating 

Your enemies is madness. \ 

Her, Were all well 

With thee, thou’dst be insufferable! 

Pr, Alas! 

Her, Alas, that Zeus knows not that word, Alas! 

Pr, B ut ageing Time teache th all knowledge. 

Her, Time 

Hath not yet taught thy rash, imperious will 
Over wild impulse to win mastery. 

Pr, Nay ; had Time taught me that, I had not ' 
stooped 

To bandy words with such a slave as thou. 

Her, This, then, is all thine answer: thou’lt not 
speak 

One syllable of what our Father asks. 

Pr, Oh, that I were a debtor to his kindness! 

I would requite him to the uttermost! 

Her, A cutting speech! You take me for a boy 
Whom you may taunt and tease. 

Pr, Why art thou not 

A boy— a very booby— to suppose 
Thou wilt get aught from me? There is no wrong 
However shameful, nor no shift of malice 
Whereby Zeus shall persuade me to unlock 
My lips until these shackles be cast loose. 

Therefore let lightning leap with smoke and fiame, 
And all that is be beat and tossed together, 

With whirl of feathery snowflakes and loud crack 
Of subterranean thunder; none of these 
Shall bend my will or force me to disclose 
By whom *tis fr ted he shall frll from pmer. 

Her, What good can come of this? Think yet agaml 
Pr, I long ago have thought and long ago 
Determined. 

Her. Patience! patience! thou ra^ fool! 

Have so much patience as to school thy mind 
To a right judgment in thy present troubles. 

Pr, Lo, I am rockfiist, and tky wordsare wavo 
That weary me in vain. Let not the thought 
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Enter tlxy mind, that 1 in awe of Zeus 
Shall change my nature for a girl’s, or beg 
The Ixiathed beyond all loathing'-^with my 
hands 

Spread out in woman’s fashion-- to cast loose 
These bonds; from that I am utterly removed. 
Her, 1 have talked much, yet further not my 
purpose; 

For thou art in no whit melted or moved 
By my prolonged entreaties: like a colt 
New to the harness thou dost back and plunge, 
Snap at thy bit and fight against the rein. 

And yet thy confidence is in a straw; 

For stubborness, if one be in the wrong, 

Is in itself weaker than naught at all. 

See now, if thou wilt not obey my words. 

What storm, what triple-crested wave of woe 
Unshunnable shall come upon thee. First, 

This rocky chasm shall the Father split 
With earthquake thunder and his burning bolt, 
And he shall hide thy form, and thou shalt hang 
Bolt upright, dandlra in the rock’s rude arms. 
Nor till thou hast completed thy long term 
Shalt thou come back into the light; and then 
The wing^ hound of Zeus, the tawny eagle. 
Shall violently fall upon thy flesh 
And rend it as ’twcre rags; and every day 
And all day long shall thine unbidden guest 
Sit at ihy table, feasting on thy liver 
Till he hath gnawn it bmck. L^k for no term 
To such an agony till there stand forth 
Among the Gods one who shall take upon him 
Thy sufferings and consent to enter hell 
Far from the light of Sun, yea, the deep pit 
And mirk of Tartarus, for thee. Be advised; 

This is not stuffed speech framed to frighten thee 
But woeful truth. For Zeus knows not to lie 


Down whirling gulfs, the central storm 
Of being; let me lie 

Plunged in the black Tartarean gloom; 

Yet— yet— his sentence shall not doom 
This deathless self to die! 

Her, These are the workings of a brain 
More than a little touched; the vein 
Of voluble ecstasy 1 
Surely he wandereth from the way, 

His reason lost, who thus can pray! 

A mouthing madman he! 

Therefore, O ye who court his fate, 

Rash mourners— ere it be too late 
And ye indeed are sad 
For vengeance spurring hither &st — 

Hence! lest the bellowing thunderblast 
Like him should strike you mad! 

Ch, Words which might work persuasion speak 
If thou must counsel me; nor seek 
Thus, like a stream in spate. 

To uproot mine honour. Dost thou dare 
Urge me to baseness! I will bear 
With him all blows of fate; 

For false forsakers 1 despise; 

At treachery my gorge doth rise : 

I spew it forth with hate! 

Her, Only— with ruin on your track— 

Rail not at fortune; but look back 
And these my words recall; 

Neither blame Zeus that he hath sent 
Sorrow no warning word forewent! 

Ye labour for your fall 
With your own hands! Not by surprise 
Nor yet by stealth, but with clear eyes, 
Knowing the thing ye do, 

Ye walk into the yawning net 
That for the feet of fools is set 


And every word of his shall be fulfllled. 

Look sharply to thyself then: weigh my words 
And do not in thy folly think self-will 
Better than prudent counsel. 

Ch, To our mind 

The words of Hermes fail not of the mark. 

For he enjoins thee to let self-will go 
And follow after prudent counseb. Him 
Harken; for error in the wise is shame. 

Pr, These are stale tidings I foreknew; 
Therefore, since suffering is the due 
A foe must pay his foes, 

Let curl^ lightnings clasp and clash 
And close upon my limbs: loud crash 
The thunder, and fierce throes 
Of savage winds convulse calm air: 

The emTOwelled blast earth’s roots uptear 
And toss beyond its bars, 

The rough surge, till the roaring deep 
In one devouring deluge sweep 
The pathway of me stars! 

Finally, let bim mng my form 


And Ruin spreads for you. Exit. 

Pr. The time is past for words ; earth quakes 
Sensibly: hark! pent thunder rakes 
The depths, with bellowing din 
Of echoes rolling ever nigher : 

Lightnings shake out their locks of Are; 

The dust cones dance and spin; 

The skipping winds, as if possessed 
By faction— north, south, cast and west, 

Puff at each other; sea 
And sky are shook together: Lol 
The swing and fury of the blow 
Wherewith Zeus smiteth me 
Sweepeth apace, and, visibly. 

To strike my heart with fear. See, see, 

Earth, awful Mother! Air, 

That shedd’st from the revolving sky 
On all the light they see thee by, 

What bitter wrongs I bear! 

The scene closes i/M earthquake and thmder^ m 
the midst of which promethbus and the 
DAUGHTERS OF ocBANUs smk tuto thcabyss. 
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AGAMEMNON 


DRAMATIS 

Watchman 

Chorus of Argivb Elders 
Clytaemnestra, wife cf Agamemnon 
A Herald 

Agamemnon, King of Argos 

Algos: The Atreidae's Palace 

Watchman 

I have made suit to Heaven for release 
A twelvemonth long from this hard service, here 
At watch on the Atreidae’s roof to lie 
As if these arms were paws and I a dog. 

I know the nightly concourse of the stars 
And which or the sky’s bright regents bring us 
storm. 

Which summer; when they set, and their 
uprisings. 

Once more on guard 1 look for the signal brand. 

The flash of fire that shall bring news from Troy 
And bruit her fall: so absolute for hope 
Is woman’s heart strong with a man’s resolve. 

And, now the dewy, vast and vagrant night 

1« all my lodging, never visited 

By dreams; for Fear, not Slumber, stands fast by, 

So that sound sleep may never latch my lids; 

And would I sing or whistle, physicking 
The drowsy sense with music’s counter-charm. 

Tears in my voice, my song soon sinks to sighs 
For the changed fortunes of this house, no more. 

As whilome, ruled and wrought with excellence. 

Oh, that the hour were come for my release! 

Oh, for the gloom’s glad glow of herald-fire 1 
{The Beacon shines out on Mu Arachne,) 

Brave lantern I Out of darkness bringing bright 
Day! Jolly dance and jocund revelry 
To all broad Argos for this fair windfall! 

Oho! Below there! Ho! 

Mount, Agamemnon’s wife, starlike from sleep, 
Ascend, and wake the palace with thy rouse! 

For by this fiery courier Ilium 
Is taken! Heigh! but 1 will trip it first! 

This is king’s luck, but it shall vantage me! 

This bully brand hath thrown me sixes three! 

Oh, good to cherish my King’s hand in mine 
When he comes home and the household hath a 
head! 

But not a whisper more; the thresher-ox 
Hath trampled on my tongue. And yet these walls 
Could tell a plain tale. Give me a man that knows. 
And ril discourse with him; else am I mute 
And aU my memory oblivion. 

Enter cHLOBiVS. 


PERSONAE 

Cassandra, daughter of Priam and 
slave of Agamemnon 
Aegisthus, son of Thyestes^ cousin 
of Agamemnon 
Attendants 

Chorus 

Nine years havpfled on Time’s eternal wings 
And now the tenth is well nigh flown, 

Since the Atreidae, of this two-fold throne, 

By grace of God, the double-sceptred kings— \ 
Prince Menclaus, Priam’s adversary. 

And Agamemnon— from our coast \ 

Weighed anchor with a thousand ships. 

Mustering the valour of the Argive host. 

Their hearts were hot within them, from their lips 
Thundered the battle-cry. 

Like eagles’ scream, when round and round they row, 
High o’er their nest in solitary woe, 

Because their eyasses are ta’en. 

And all their watch was vain. 

And all their labour lost. 

But One above, Apollo, Pan or Zeus 
Shall, at the voice of their despair, 

Pitying his co-mates of the cloudless air. 

Send the Destroying Angel, that pursues 
With penal pangs the feet that have transgressed. 
And so One mightier, Zeus of Host and Guest, 

The sons of Atreus ’gainst false Paris sent; 

And, for a wife of many husbands wooed 
Ordains War’s tourney in long-drawn prelude. 
Knapping of spears, knees in the dust down-bent. 
For Greek and Trojan, ere His wrath be spent. 
Now, as it may, the quarrel goes; 

Fate shapes the close; 

None shall appease with cups or fire to faggot laid 
For sacrifice unburnt the stubborn wrath unstayed. 

We, with old limbs outworn. 

Were left behind, unworthy of the fray; 

A staff our stay. 

Our strength a babe’s newborn. 

For pith of young bones potent over all 
Is eld’s compeer, a puny chief; 

There is no room for Ares, stark and tall: 

And with the yellowing leaf 

Life’s last must tread the three-foot way; 

A babe, a dream stolen forth into the day. 

But thou, Tyndareus’ daughter. Queen 
Clytaemnestra, what’s this stir ? 

What news ? What harbinger 
Hath thine intelligencer been. 

That thou hast passed the word for sacrifice r 
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No altar, none, in all the City’s liberties. 
Whether to God of Sky or Earth or Street 
Or Entry vowed, 

But is ablaze with gifts. 

And, from all quarters, even to the abysm 
Of night, the dazzling cresset lifts 
An odorous cloud, 

Exceeding pure and comforting and sweet, 
With holy chrism 

Of nard and frankincense anointed o’er; 

The richest unguents of the royal store. 

If there is aught 
Thou canst or may’st declare. 

Speak on, and be physician to my thought. 
Which oft is sick, and oft 
When Hope from these brave altars leaps aloft, 
Biddeth good-bye to Cark and Care. 

Now am I minstrel and master 
Of music to chant the Lay 
Of the Token, the Mighty Wonder, 

That met them on their way, 

These two kings ripe in manhood. 

1 am old, but in me bloweth strong 
The wind of God, the rapture 
That girds me with valiancc for song. 

Tell then, my tongue, of the omen 
That sped ’gainst the Teucrian land 
The Achaeans* twit-hroned chieftains. 

With spear and vengeful hand. 

Lords of the Youth of Hellas, 

Right well did they agree. 

And the king of the birds these sea-kings 
Bade launch and put to sea. 

Lo, a black eagle sheen; and, lo, 

With him an eagle pied. 

By the King’s tents, in royal show 
Lit on the spear-hand side. 

A hare their meat, all quick with young, 
Ta’en, her last doublings o’er. 

Be Sorrow, Sorrow's burden sung. 

But crown Joy conqueror! 

Thereat the wise war-prophet 
Right well applied his art; 

Knowing the sons of Atreus 
Were men of diverse heart, 

In the pair that devoured the trembler 
He read by his deep lore 
A symbol of the royal twain 
That led the host to war. 

And thus he spake: **Long leaguer. 

But Priam’s city shall rail 
At last, her cattle and commons 
Butchered without her wall; 


Come there from Heaven no wrath-cloud’s lower 
To dull with dark alloy 
The mighty bit that’s forged with power, 

The host that bridles Troy. 

For wrung with ruth is Artemis, 

White flower of maidenhood. 

Wroth with her Father’s winged hounds. 

That shed the trembler’s blood, 

Poor doe, that limped with wombbd young: 

That meat she doth abhor. 

Be Sorrow, Sorrow's burden sung. 

But crown Joy conqueror! 

Fair One, as thy love can bless 
Little whelps as weak as dew 
Of the ravening lioness; 

And at breast all beastlings small 
Shield through forests virginal; 

Winged weird that fair doth show, % 

And yet darkly worketh woe. 

To some happy end ensue! 

And,'0 Healer,’ hear my prayer. 

Lest in wrath the Goddess rouse 
Baffling winds that will not change, 

All the Danaan fleet laid by; 

Speeding that unlawful, strange, 

Unfestai feast, that rite accursed, 

Of a quarrel inly nursed, 

To a true man perilous. 

The abhorred artificer. 

For, behold, within the house 
Coiled and fanged Conspiracy 
Turns to strike with forkJid tongue, 

Mindful of her murdered young.” 

So thundered the voice of Calchas, 

From birds with doom in their wings, 
Encountered by the marching host. 

Telling the Fate of Kings. 

Tuned to the prophet’s bodeful tongue. 

Let your song sink and soar. 

Be Sorrow, Sorrow's burden sung. 

But crown Joy conqueror! 

i^eus— whosoe’er He be. Whose state excels 
All language syllables. 

Knowing not so much 

As whether He love that name or love it not; 

Zeus— while I put all knowledge to the touch, 

And all experience patiently assay, 

I find no other name to heave away 
The burden of unmanageable thought. 

The sometime greatest wrangler of them all 
Hath wrestled to his fall; 

His day is done. 

He hath no name, his glory’s lustreless. 

He that doth all outwrestle, all outrun, 

Hath whelmed the next that rose up huge and strong. 
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But if Zeus’ triumph be thv victory*s(»ig, 

Thou shait be founded in all Soothmstness. 


He maketh men to walk in Wisdom’s ways; 

In Suffering He lays 
Foundations deep 

Of Knowledge. At the heart remembered Pain, 

As of a wound that bleeds, waketh in sleep. 
Though we rqect her, Wisdom finds a road. 

Then *tis a gift untenderly bestowed 
By Thronkl Spirits that austerely reiga 

So with the Elder (Captain of the power 
Achaean in that hour; 

No blame he cast 

On prophet or seer, but bowed him to the blow; 
What time they had no meat to stay their fast. 
And all their ships lay idle, straitened sore, 

Where betwixt Chalcis and the hither shore 
The tides of Aulis battle to and fro. 

Strong winds from Strymon ill inaction brought, 
Lean mst and layings-up of little ease. 

With waste of ships and tackle; yea, there wrought 
In men’s minds wilderment of weltering seas; 

Day like to day, and hour on changeless hour 
Fretted of Argive chivalry the flower. 

But when was mooted to the Chiefs a way 
To work a calm more dread than tempest is. 

And clarion-voiced the Prophet in that day 
Thundered, unpityingly— “Artemis”— • 

The Atreidae with their sceptres smote the earth. 
Nor could keep back their tears; and thus in birth 

The Elder spake, and gave their sorrow vent: 

“It were a heavy doom to disobey; 

And heavy, if my Child, the ornament 
And glory of my house, I needs must slay, 

A Father’s slaughterous hands foully imbrued, 
Hard by the altar, with her maiden blood.” 

“What choice is here, where all is ill ?” he cried; 
“Am I to leave the vessels to their fate ? 

Am 1 to lose the friends with me allied ? 

Lo, now a sacrifice which shall abate 
Storm-winds with blood of victim virginal 
Law sanctions: they press hard; then God mend 
aU!” 

But, once he let Necessi^ make fast 
Her yoke, no longer chafing to be galled, 

Hb altered spirit, leaning to the bhist, 

Swept on, unblest, unholy, unappalled. 

For a &ise wisdom first. 

Being indeed a madness of the mind, 

Tempts with a thought accursed. 

And then enures to wrong the wretch of human 
kind. 

Not backward now, but desperately bold. 

The sbyer of his Child behold, 

artnhd Vcngeeoce woman’s rape cha8tise» 
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And storm-stayed ships sail free for that rich 
sacrifice. 

To those stern judges, absolute for war. 

Her prayers were nothing, nor her piteous cry, 
“Father, father,” pleading evermore. 

Nor womanhood nor young virginity: 

But after uttered prayer 

He bade who served the sacrifice be bdid; 

In her long robe that flowed so fair 

Seize her amain, and high above the altar hold 

All laxed and drooping, as men hold a kid; 

And, that she might not curse his house, he bid 
Lock up her lovely lips and mew the sound 
Of her sweet voice with curb of dumbing bridle 
bound. 

Her saffron roW let fall. 

She smote her slayers all 

With eye-glance piteous, arrowily keen; 

And, still and fair as form in picture seen. 

Would speak. Oh, in her father’s hall, i 

His guests among. 

When the rich b^rd 
Was laden with good cheer. 

How often had she sung; 

And when the third thank-offering was poured. 

With girl’s voice virginal and clear 

Her father’s psean, hymned with holy glee, 

Had graced how often and how lovingly 1 

Thereafter what befell 
I saw not, neither tell; 

Only, the craft of Calchas cannot fail; 

For Justice, casting Suffering in the scale, 

Her balance-poise imponderable 
With Knowledge trims. 

What’s far away 

Thou ’It know when it is nigh; 

But greet not Sorrow, till she swims 
Full into ken, nor make fool’s haste to sigh; 

She comes, clear-seen with morning-ray. 

And yet I look to see a happier hour. 

As doth the wishful Queen, our Apia’s lone watch- 
tower. 

Enter clytaemnestra. 
My duty, Clytaemnestra, brings me here, 

And that just awe which is his consort’s right 
When the king’s throne stands empty of its lord. 
’Twould ease my old heart much might 1 but know 
The meaning of these sacrificial fires. 

Are they for good news had, or hope of good ? 

I ask, but, if thou art not free to speak, 

1 am no malcontent, I cavil not. 

Clytaemnestra. You know the saw, *^Good Ni|^t 
bring forth Good Morrow” ; 

Well, here is happiness surpassing hope: 

*rhe Argive power hath taken Priam’s city. 

Ch. Have taken— troth, thy words have taken 
wing; 

I think my unfuth scared them* 
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(^, Troy is taken; 

Troy^do you mark me?'-^m the Achseans* hands. 
Ch, Oh, joy! too sweet, too sudden J It draws tears 
From these old eyes. 

CL Indeed, they speak for thee; 

They vouch a loyal heart. 

Ck, But is it true? 

And hast thou any proof? 

CL Oh, proof enough— 

Or we are gulled by God. 

Ch, Whether art thou 

In credulous mood under the power of dreams? 

CL Tis not my way to noise abroad a nothing 
That nods to me in sleep. 

Ch. Then has a tale 

Wing-swift made fat your hope ? 

CL You rate me low, 

You reckon me a giddy girl. 

CA. How long 

Is*t since the town was taken ? 

CL This same night 

That’s now in travail with the birth of day. 

Ch. Who was the nimble courier that could bring 
The news so quickly ? 

CL Hephaestus; his light 

Shone out of Ida; onwards then it streamed. 

Beacon to beacon, like a fiery mail, 

Posting the news. Ida to Hermes* Ridge 
In Lemnos; thence steep Athos, Zeus* own hill. 
Caught from the isle the mighty brand. Uplift 
It decked the broad deep with a robe of light, 
Journeying in strength, journeying in joy. It 
smote, 

All golden-glancing, like the sun in Heaven, 
Makistos* warder-towers. Whereat the watch. 
Nothing unready, nothing dazed with sleep, 

Over Euripus* race its coming told 
To far Messapion’s sentinels. And they 
Sent up from crackling heather old and dry 
Answering glare, that flashed the tidings on. 

In speed unspent, in power undimmed, it sailed 
Across Asopus* plain, like bright moon-beam; 

Then on Cithaeron’s precipice woke fresh 
Response of missive nrc. The men on guard 
Hailed that far traveller and denied him not, 
Kindling the mightiest flare of all. It leaped 
Gorgopis* Lake; swept Aegiplanctus; bade 
No dallying with its rescript, writ in fire. 

Instant shook out a great, curled beard of flame, 
Luxuriant, that flung a glow beyond 
The cape that looks on the Saronic Gulf. 

Then down it dropped ; on near Arachne’s crag 
Its long flight stayed; till on this palace-roof 
Of Atreus’ line yon ray of glory fell, 

Of Ida’s parent beacon not unsired. 

This is my torch-race and the ordering of it; 

Rally on rally plenished with new fire. 

And he*s the winner who ran first, and last. 

Here’s proof for youi here is your warranty. 

The whieh my husband sent me out of Troy. 

Ch. Ladyi I’ll to my prayers; but satisfy 
My wonder first; then 1 will thank the Gods: 


Tell me, as thou know’st how, the tale again, 

Again and more at large. 

CL The Achaeans hold 

Troy Town to-day ; and there is heard within 
Her walls, methinks, sounds that are ill to mix. 

Pour oil and eisel in the selfiame crock 
And they will part unkindly. Even so. 

Two voices are there, each distinguishable. 

Both vocal of diversities of fate. 

Here there are fallings-down about the dead, 

Dead husbands and dead brothers; here are sires 
Unchilded now, old, sad, and free no more. 

Lifting the voice of grief for their best-beloved. 

And there night-straggling Rapine sits him down 

In after-battle weariness, and breaks 

His fast on what the town aflbrds; not now 

Quartered by rote, but as fortune of war 

Deals each ; in the homes of Troy, the captive-homes. 

They lie at ease: not under frosty stars. 

In dew-drenched bivouacs, how blest shall be 
Their sleep, no guard to mount, all the night longl 
Now, if they order them with reverence 
To the Gods of the fallen city and her shrines. 

They shall not spoil to be again despoiled. 

Let them not lust after forbidden prey;* 

For it importeth much they come safe home. 

Now that their course bends hither. If they come 
Free from offence to Heaven, the wound yet green 
For those that we have lost shall dress itself 
In smiles to welcome them; except for Fate; 

Except there fall some sudden stroke of Fate. 

Well, now I have possessed you of my thoughts; 

A woman’s thoughts, but one who would have good 
Mount to her triumph, without let or stay. 

Much hath matured right well, and ’twere to me 
A delicate joy to gather in the fruit. 

Ch. Lady, thou surely hast a woman’s heart 
But a man’s sense withal. I doubt no more. 

Nor longer will defer my thanks to Heaven ; 

For all the toil and the long strain of war 
There hath been dealt right noble recompense. 

Exit CLYTAEMNESTRA. 

King Zeus, and Night, the friendly Night, 

Our Lady of the Stars, that dropped. 

With slow evanishing of light, 

A veil that Troy’s tall towers o’ertopped. 

Till, tangled in the fatal fold, 

The strong were as the weak and small. 

When Thraldom her deep drag-net trolled 
And Ruin at one draught took all. 

Because these mighty works He wrought 
’Gainst Paris, who so sore transgfes^, 

I bend, 1 bow in solemn thought 
To Z^us, the God of Host and Guest. 

Long time he bent his bow, nor sped 
A random shot that deals no scars. 

Of feeble length, or overhead 
Ranging among the untroubled stars. 
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Now may men say 
*^2^us smote them '^ ; from the deed 
On to the doom so plain God*s footprints lead, 
lliou canst not miss thy way. 

Now shines the event, 

His rescript graven in its accomplishment. 

There is a place 
Inviolably fair; 

There is a Shrine thou shalt not enter; there 
Thrones the Immaculate Grace. 

*‘TushI Enter, tread it down,” quoth one unwise, 
“What list the Gods your lovely Sanctities?” 

Blasphemer! Shall not Death, 

Death by the Sword of God, 

Still the bold heart and stop the violent breath? 
Have not the bloody feet of Havoc trod 
Those marble mansions in the dust 
Where Glory swelled and overflowed 
Beyond the comely Mean and just ? 

Oh, give me Wisdom, with such Wealth in store 
As I may safely hold, I will not ask for more. 

He hath no ramp where he may turn 
That, drunkenly, in mere despite 
And wanton pride the seat of Justice stern. 

Even to the grunsel-edge eterne. 

Dings down and tramples out of sight. 

To force the plot 

That her dam. Death, hath hatched. 
Temptation cometh, that foul witch unmatched; 
Whoso resisteth not 
Her dangerous lure, 

There is no herb of grace can work his cure, 

Nor any shift 

To hide the gleaming woe; 

When that pale spot, that did so faintly show. 
With ever widening rift 
Of ruinous light. 

Glares to the gazing world, malignly bright. 

Then, as your pinchbeck brass 
The ring of gold assays, 

The rub of doom, with many a fateful pass. 

The black that specks his soul bewrays. 

Then is he judged; and God is none 
Will hear his prayer; yea, heaven lays 
On all his friends the evil done. 

When in his hey>day chase, a madcap boy, 

He hunts the gaudy bird that shall his realm 
destroy. 

Such was Childe Paris when he came. 

Upon a day with Sorrow rife. 

To the Atreidae*s house and smutched their fame; 
Yea, for fair welcome left foul shame. 

And stole away the wedded wife. 

She left her land in evil hour 
On shore and ship grim war’s deep hum. 
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And desolation was the dower 
She took with her to Ilium, 

When she went lightly through the gate 
And broke the bond inviolate. 

And voices in the palace cried, 

“Woe’s thee, high house! My princes, woe! 

Thou deep-sunk bed, whose down doth show 
Where love-locked limbs lay side by side!” 

And there were twain that nothing spake. 

But sat aloof, in mute heart-break. 

Of all their honour disarrayed. 

Mourning too deeply to upbraid. 

A phantom court, a phantom king, 

The loveless ghost of Love-longing: 

She beckons him yet, she bids him come 
Over the sea to Ilium. 

The fair, the large-limbed marbles to her lord , 

Arc loveliness abhorred ; 

This penury, sans eyes love’s soul made bright,' 

The end of all delight. 

And then the dream -bliss comes, the lure 
That bids us to her with a lie: 

Ah, when we think our heaven secure 
We are the fools of phantasy. 

The fleeting vision will not stay; 

Even in his arms it steals away 
Featly, on brisk, obedient wings 
That wait upon the paths of Sleep. 

These sorrows in the courts of kings, 

And worse, like shadows cower and leap 
Where the household altar burns. 

But there’s a general sorrow; yea. 

In every home all Hellas mourns 
The mustering of the war-array; 

Her time of heaviness is come 
For them that sailed to Ilium. 

And there is much in the tragic years 
To melt her heart and move her tears. 

Him whom they loved and bade go forth men 
know — 

A living soul; but, oh. 

There cometh back to home and Flellas shore 
His dust, the arms he bore. 

Ares on foughten field sets up his scales; 

Bodies of slain men, stark and cold. 

These arc this merchant-moneycr’s bales, 

The which in faggot-fires at Ilium turned 
To finer dust than is the sifted gold 
And worth more tears, he sends 
Back to the dead men’s friends; 

For them that fell too light a freight. 

For them that mourn a grievous weight. 

All in a clay-cold jar so civilly inurn^. 

And they mourn them, and praise them; and sadly 
one saith, 

“Ah, what a soldier was thisl 
And he died nobly, dealing death”; 

And ever a mutter of surly breath— 

“For a woman that was not his.” 
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And so, with public sorrow blent, 

Is heard the voice of discontent, 

That loved ones perish and sad hearts pine 
To right the wrongs of Atreus* line. 

And some there be of shapely limbs and tall 
That come no more, but lie beneath the wall. 
There they possess the land for which they fought. 
Coffined in Ilium’s earth that loved them not! 

A people’s voice on the deep note of wrong 
Grates harshly, it becomes a curse; 

Nor shall Destruction tarry long. 

It falls, as with loud thunder leaps the levin. 
Something remains behind of dark, adverse 
And night-involved, and I 
Listen forbodingly; 

And in this black, unquiet mood 
I call to mind, men deep in blood 
Shall not live out their days, hid from the sight of 
Heaven. 

Yea, for a season man’s thoughts wax bold. 

And he draweth lawless breath; 

But anon the dark Furies from Hell’s hold 
Chafe and change his tinsel gold 
To the huelessness of death. 

And there’s no help where dead men lie; 

Great glory hath such jeopardy; 

Zeus’ eye-glance scathes, his lightning scars 
The soaring peaks that touch the stars. 

Give me the ease of an unenvied lot; 

To be hailed “Conqueror” delights me not; 

But let me ne’er so far from Fortune’s favour fall 
As live life’s abject and my master’s thrall. 

1. Rumour runs fast through every street, 

As fire the tidings bloweth; 

If truc—or a divine deceit— 

Where is the man that knoweth ? 

2. Oh, who so fond, in wit so lame, 

That kindling through him flashes 
News, that one gust can fan to flame, 

Another turns to ashes ? 

3. All’s fair that takes a woman’s eye; 

A breath— a spark— she blazes; 

But swift, and passing swift, to die 
The glory Woman praises. 

Chorus Leader, Soon shall we know this torch- 
race, these relays 

Of bickering brands and rallies of red fire, 

If they be true; or like the stuff of dreams 
Delight comes dazzling to delude our sense. 

A herald hastens hither from the shore 
All branched about with olive-boughs. The dry 
And droughty dust, mire’s twin-born sister, tells 
He hath a voice; his message he’ll not vent 


In flame, with smoke of fire from hill-top pines; 

But cither cry aloud our joy’s increase. 

Or else— but I am out of love with words 
That contradict our hopes. May this fair show 
Find fair addition; and, who wills not so, 

Bui for his country’s ruin maketh suit, 

Of his misprision reap the bitter fruit. 

Enter a HERALU, 

Herald. O parent earth! Sweet Argos! Past arc 
the years. 

Ten weary years— dawn breaks— and I am home. 
Some hopes have parted since, but this hope holds. 

I never thought to have in this Argivc earth 
A fathom of ground to be my wished-for grave. 

A blessing on thee, earth; on thee, bright sun, 

And Zeus, our High Lord, and the Pythian King 
No more to loose on us his arrow-blasts. 

Wast wroth enough along Scamander’s bank; 

Now be our Saviour, our Physician be. 

Kingly Apollo! Greetings to the Twelve 
Great C 5 athcring-Gods! To Hermes, my Defence, 
Herald of Heaven whom earthly heralds worship. 
Heroes, whose blessing holp our setting forth, 
Receive these remnant ranks, the spear hath spared! 
And you, high house of kings, halls ever dear. 
Majestic thrones, Godheads the sun salutes. 

If in old time returning majesty 

Your bright looks graced, beam now on a royal man 

After long years restored. Day after night 

To you, to us and all in presence here, 

Comes Agamemnon King. Oh, greet him well— 

For it becomes you well— that hewed down Troy 
With the great cross-axe of Justice-dealing Zeus; 
Broke up her soil and wasted all her seed. 

Such grievous bondage fastened on Troy’s neck 
Cometh the King, old Atreus’ son first-Dorn; 

A happy man! Of all men now alive 
Most worthy to be had in honour. Not 
Lord Paris, nor the guilty city, dare 
Boast they dealt us measure more bountiful 
Than we requited unto them with tears. 

Judged guilty both of rape and larceny, 

His spoil is forfeit; he hath harvested 
The total ruin of his father’s house. 

So Priam’s sons pay twofold for his crimes. 

Ch. Joy to thee, herald of the Achaean host! 

He. My joy is at the full ; now let me die; 

I’ll not complain to the Gods, death comes too soon. 

Ch. I see how ’tis with thee: love of thy land 
Proved a sore exerciser of thy heart. 

He. So sore, that now mine eyes are wet with tears 
In joy’s revulsion. 

Ch. Then *twas a sw'cet distemper. 

He. Was it so sweet ? You must expound me that 
Or I shall never master it. 

Ch. ’Twas love 

For love, longing for longing. 

He. Y ou would say 

That all your heart went with the army, all 
Our thoughts were turned towards home. 

Ch. Ay, oftentimes 

1 groaned aloud for dim disquietude. 
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He. But why so ill at ease? Why such black 
thoughts 
About the war? 

Ch. Pardon me ; I have found 

Long since silence lays balm to a bruised heart. 
He. Why, the princes gone, were there ill-doers 
here 

Ye stood in dread of? 

Ch. In so much that now— 

Said ye not so?— ’twere joy to die. 

He. In truth 

We have done well; but take it all in all, 

A man may say that, as the years went by. 

We had our good times and our bad times. Who, 
Except the Gods, lives griefless all his days ? 

Our sorry lodging and our seldom rest— 

And we lay hard — with all our miseries. 

Would furnish forth a tale— why, is there aught 
Costs men a groan we knew not every day ? 

These were sea hardships; but ’twas worse ashore. 
There we must lie down under enemy walls. 

The sky dropped rain, the earth did ceaselessly 
Distil &om the low-lying fields her damps 
And rotting mildews, drenching our coats of hair. 
Which soon grew verminous. Or what of winter 
That froze the birds, so perishingly cold 
It came from Ida blanketed in snow ? 


They fed sweet spices to the hungry flame. 

And now I will not hear thee more at large; 

I shall know all from the king’s lips. Hiere’s much 
Asks swift despatch, that my most sacred lord 
May have noblest of welcomes. Sweet the day, 
Sweetest of all days in a woman’s life. 

When for her husband she flings wide the gates 
And he comes back from service, saved by God! 
Take back this message; that he come with speed, 
For his land loves him; tell him he will find 
A true wife waiting when he comes, as true 
As her he left ; the watch-doe of his house, 

Loyal to him, but savage to his foes; 

In nothing changed; one that has broke no seal. 

Nor known delight in other’s arms, nor felt 
The breath of censure more than she has dipped 
Cold steel in blskxl. 

He. Strange how she boasts 1 Is% not 

Though charged with truth, and something over- 
charged, \ 

Scarce decent in a high-born lady’s mouth ? \ 

Ch. Well, she has done; you heard her, and I ^ink 
You understood her; noble rhetoric \ 

For wise interpreters. But, tell me, herald, ^ 
Comes Menelaus with you ? Is he safe, 

Our realm’s dear majesty ? 

He. What’« fair and false 


Or the hot months, when on his noon-day bed 
Windless and waveless, sank the swooning sea ? 

Why moan all this? ’Tis past; and for the dead 
Is past the need ever to rise apin. 

Or, why tell o’er the count of those cut off, 

Or call to mind that to survive is still 
To live obnoxious to calamity ? 

Farewell, a long farewell, to all misfortune! 

For us, the remnant of the Argive power. 

Gain conquers, and no grief that good outweighs. 
Therefore, in this bright sun, over broad seas 
And the wide earth flying on wings of Fame, 

Well may we make our bmst, “Takers of Troy, 
Hard won, but won at last, the Argive power 
To the Gods of Hellas nailed these trophies up 
To be the glory of their temples old.” 

Then shall men hear, and sing our country’s laud 
And her great captains’, and extol the grace 
Of Zeus that wrought these things. Sir, I have done. 
Ch. This wins me; I deny no more; for age 
Still leaves us youth enough to learn. 

Etaer CLYTAEMNESTRA. 

But this 

Touches the house and Clytaemnestra most. 

Though its largesse withal enriches me. 

Cl. Oh, ages since I raised my jubilant shout, 
When the first fiery messenger of night 
Told Ilium was taken, and her stones 
Rased, ruined and removed. And one of you 
Did gird me then, saying, “Dost think Troy sacked 
Because men set a match to wood ?— By Gw, 

A woman’s heart is lightly lifted up.” 

So they supposed me crazed ; and still I made 
Oblation; and a general cry of joy— 

Most womanly 1— rent the air; and in the shrines 


Is soon enjoyed; ’tis fruit that will not keep. 

Ch. I would give much, couldst thou speak fair 
and true; 

For true and fair dissevered and at strife. 

The secret is soon out. 

He. Why, not to glose 

And lie to thee, we have no trace at all 
Of the man or the ship whereon he sailed. 

Ch. Alack 

And did he put to sea from Ilium 
In sight of all ? Or, caught in the track of storm 
That jeopardied the fleet, part company ? 

He. Dextrously thou aimst; indeed you sum 
great grief 
In little space. 

Ch, And other mariners— 

Do they report him dead or living ? 

He. None 

Knows, nor can certainly resolve our doubts, 

Save Helios, the nurturer of all life 
Through the vast world. 

Ch. Tell me, how rose the storm 

And how it ended, with the wrath of Heaven ? 

He. So fair a day we must not with foul news 
Distain; we owe the Gods far other service. 

No; when with looks abhorred a herald brings 
Calamitous news, of armies overthrown; 

When the general heart aches with one wound, and 
each 

Bleeds for his own, by thousands made accursed, 
Scourged from their homes by Ares’ double lash. 
Two-handed havoc, couplings of bloody death. 
Well may he sing Erinys* Scmg, poor man, 

Bowed clown to earth ’neath that sore load. But 
, when 
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All’s well, and he comes bringing joyful news 
To a land that maketh merry, well at ease. 

How mix things good and ill, speak of this storm 
That, not without Heaven’s wrath, smote the 
Achseans? 

Water and Fire forgat their ancient quarrel 
And sware a league together; and, to prove 
How well they kept it, brake the Argivc power. 
Upon a night there rose a naughty sea; 

And presently the roaring Thracian gale 
Drave ship on ship. Tossra by the horned typhoon, 
With spray of salt'Sea sleet and drumming rain 
In that wild piping they were lost to view. 

And, when the bright sun rose, the Aegean wave 
Was lilicd o’er with drowned men and wreck of 
ships. 

But our taut hull a Power privily 
Conveyed away, or intercraed for us. 

A God it was, no man, that took the helm. 

Fortune, our Saviour, stationed her aboard 
Of grace, so that at anchor in the swell 
We shipped no seas nor swung upon the rocks. 

And from the watery abyss ot Death 
Preserved, incredulous of our good hap, 

In the white dawn, sad food for thought we found, 
So sudden was the blow, our men so spent, 

Our fleet so shattered. And, if any of them 
1$ alive to-day, certes, they give us up 
For lost, as we think them. 

Hope for the best. 

And yet of Menelaus your first thought 
Must be that he is sore distressed. Howbeit, 

If any ray of the sun bring note of him. 

His leaf unwithered and his eye unclosed. 

There is a hope, that by some artifice 
Of Zeus, not minded yet to destroy his house. 

He may come home again. Now you have heard 
My story, and may warrant all is true. Exit, 

Chorus 

Tell me who it was could frame 
So unerringly her name? 

Was*t not one we cannot see, 

Prophet of Futurity? 

Did not Fate his tongue inspire, 

Calling on her naming day 

Her, world’s strife, and world’s desire. 

Bride of Battle, “Helena”? 

Helen! Ay, Hell was in her kiss 
For ships and men and polities. 

When, from behind her amorous veil. 

She sallied forth with |^oud, full sail. 

And Love’s dallying wind blew bur, 

That Iris to earth-born Zephyr bare. 

Then followed after, in full cry. 

As hounds and huntsmen take the field. 

Of gallants a fair company. 

That pressed thrir suit with lance and riiield. 
Over the Uue, undimpled wave. 

That told not of her oar-blade’s track. 

Hard upon Simoeis’ strand they drave, 

All overhung with leafy wood; 


And she whose hands are red with blood, 

£ris, was master of the pack. 

Wrath, that can nor will remit 
Nothing of its purpose, knit 
Bonds that Ilium shall find 
More than kin and less than kind. 

And, for an example, lest 
Men in ages yet unborn 
Break the bread and foully scorn 
Sanctities *twixt host and guest, 

Zeus, who guarded! hearth and bed. 

Hath in anger visited 
Them that led the merry din. 

Over-bold to welcome in 

With revel high and Hymen’s strain, 

Sung of all the marriage-kin, 

Bride and groom and bridal train. 

But the tide of Fate had turned 
’Gainst Priam’s city, ere she learned 
A new song of sadder measure. 

Marrying her complaining breath 
To the dirge of dismal death. 

Where is neither love nor pleasure 
Then was Paris “evil-wed,” 

When long years she mourned her dead, 

And their blood was on his head. 

Once on a time there lived a man, a herd; 

And he took home, finding it motherless. 

To be his foster-child, all ranged and furred, 

A lion-cub, a little lioness. 

Still wishful of the warm and milky dug, 

It was a gentle beast while tender yet; 

Made friends with children, they would kiss and hug 
The baby limbs, and *twas the old folks* pet. 

Many a time and oft the wean, bright-eyed. 

Like to a child-in-arms they carri^ ; 

And, when for meat the lion-belly cried, 

’Twould cringe and fawn and coax them to be fed. 

Then it grew up; and from what race was sprung 
Proved, when as recompense for care and keep 
(Ravage let loose the feided flocks among) 

It made a supper of the silly sheep. 

Then was the homestead soaked in blood, and they 
That dwelt there, mastered by this unmatched ill. 
Knew they had bred a Mischief born to slay, 

A priest of Havoc sent them by God’s will. 

When first she came to Ilium Town 
The windless water’s witchery 
Was hers; a jewel in the Crown 
Of Wealth that sparkles soft was she; 

An eye to wound with melting fire, 

The rose of ravishing desire. 

But wearing now an altered giace 
Love’s sweet soleinmties she soured; 
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In Priam’s house a hated face, 

A curse with settled sorrow dowered; 

On Zeus the Guest-God’s word swift-borne 
Erinys that makes brides to mourn. 

I know how well the saying wears, 

Stricken in years, but still held wise, 

Tliat boundless Wealth is blest with heirs 
And Grandeur not unchildcd dies; 

Boon Fortune’s bud and branch is she, 

The hungry-hearted Misery. 

False doctrine; though I stand alone, 

I hold that from one wicked deed 
A countless family is sown. 

And, as the parent, so the seed. 

But Justice hands fair Fortune on 
And godly sire hath goodly son. 

Yea, that old beldame. Pride 
Who to her lustful side 
Draws evil men, anon, or else anon. 

When Fate with hand of power 
Beckons the destined hour 
Brings forth young Pride, her Mother’s minion; 

Daughter of Darkness, sablcd-hued 
As the Tartarean pit, for vengeance armed and 
the wed. 

A Power no stroke can fell. 

Nor stubborn warfare quell, 

A hag, a goblin, an unholy form. 

The Soul of hardihood. 

Swift to shed guiltless blood. 

Dark Angel of Destruction’s whirling storm. 

She dances on the roofs of kings. 

And by her shape men know from what foul 
loins she springs. 

Oh, in the smoky air 

Of poor men’s homes, how fair, 

How like a star the lamp of Justice shinesi 
Justice, that most approves 
The faithful life, that moves 
In the fixed path her Providence assigns; 

And constant to that strict control. 

Forceful as Fate, pursues the orbit of his soul. 

But, where in Splendour’s halls. 

Gold glitters on the walls, 

And on men’s hands is filth and foul ofience, 
With looks averse and cold 
She quits the gates of gold, 

And hails the hut of humble Innocence. 
Wealth’s coin of spurious die. 

Usurping Sovereignty, 

No image bears whereto she bends; 

She guides and governs all, and all begun she 
ends. 

AGAMEMNON, with Cassandra and his 
tram^ setUed in chariots. 
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Hail to thee, monarch I Conqueror of Troy! 

Offspring of Atreusl How shall I content 
Thy spirit in thy triumph and thy joy? 

Rise to the height of honour’s argument. 

And yet a chastened gratulation give? 

There arc of rogues enough, ay, and to spare. 

Who in the shows of things are pleased to live. 

And thrive on falsehood as their native air. 

There’s little faith in man; scarce one that breathes 
But with misfortune will heave up a sigh; 

And yet the cruel sting sorrow unsheathes, 

’Fore God, his tender parts it comes not nigh. 

And other some, be sure of this, O king. 

Can simulate a joy they do not feel; j 
Come with forced smiles and fulsome welcommg; 
And crafty faces cruel thoughts conceal. \ 

But him whose business is with droves and herqs 
The gipsy’s arts can captivate no whit ; \ 

Not easy duped with warrantable w'ords \ 

And protestations fair in water writ. 

Sir, in all honesty, when thou didst arm 
In Helen’s cause, to save her launch thy ships, 

My portrait of thee lacked the Muses* charm, 

And “Wisdom’s helm,’’ I said, “a madman grips.” 

“She doth consent thrice o’er, the wanton I Why 
For her make sacrifice of heroes’ blood ?” ; 

Now from the bottom of my heart I cry, 

“Grief, thou wast welcome, since the end is 
good.’* 

Howbeit, Time hath something yet to say 
(Though now he clap a finger to his lip). 

Touching this land, when you were far away; 

Who well, who ill, discharged his stewardship. 

Agamemnon. To Argos and her Gods let me speak 
first. 

Joint authors with me of our safe return 
And of that justice I did execute 
On Priam’s city. Not by the tongues of men. 

But by their deaths have the Gods judged our 
cause, 

Nor haltingly, ’twixt two opinions, cast, 

For Ilium’s overthrow, their suffrages 

Into the urn of blood: the other Hope 

Drew nigh, but not a pebble dropped. And now 

Her smoKe discovereth her; death’s whirlblasts live; 

Her ashes dying with her gasp her wealth 

In unctuous evanishings away. 

Long should our memorv be and large our thanks 
To Heaven, for humbled pride and rape revenged; 
A kingdom for a wench ground up sand-small; 
Whenas the broody horse hatched out her yoimg, 
Our basilisk, our Arrive bucklermcn. 

Vaulting to earth, what time the Pleiads sank; 

And Argos’ Lion, ravening for meat, 
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Leapt tower and wall, and lapped a bellyful 
Of tyrant blood. 

So have I opened me 
Unto the Gods. And yet I call your words 
To mind; your counsel squares with my own 
thoughts. 

How rare it is in nature, when a man 

Can spare his friend, if he stands well with Fortune, 

Ungrudging honour I Nay, himself grown sick 

In his estate, jealousy lays to his heart 

A poison that can make his burden double; 

He hath his own griefs, yet must heave more sighs 
To see a neighbour happy I Ah, 1 know 
That which I speak; I am too well acquaint 
With friendship’s glass, the reflex of a shadow; 

I mean my professed friends. There was not one 
Except Odysseus, the most loth to sail, 

That like a horse of mettle pulled his weight, 

And whether he be dead or alive, God knows. 
Enough of this. We purpose presently 
To call a Council touching the stale of the realm 
And the service of the Gods. What’s sound, we shall 
Take measures to perpetuate, but where 
There’s need of physic, we shall in all kindness 
Use cautery or the knife, till we have rid 
The land of mischief. 

Now let me pass within; 

And in my high house, mine own hearth, stretch 
out 

My right hand to the Gods, that sent me forth 
And brought me safely home. So victory 
That followed in my train attend me still. 

CLYTXEMNESTRA comcs to meet him, 
CL Good citizens, our Argivc seigniory, 

I think no shame to speak of the dear love 
I bear my lord. Our blushes wear not well; 

They pale with time, and I need little schooling 
To tell you life to me was weariness 
Those years when he beleaguered Ilium. 

Merely to sit at home without her lord 
Is for a woman to know fearful sorrow. 

Scarce hath one crack- voiced kill- joy cried his news 
Than comes his fellow, clamouring far worse. 

An if this mould of manhood, where he stands, 

Had gotten w'ounds as many as Rumour digged 
Channels to be the conduits of his blood 
And help it home, he were as full of holes 
As, with your leave, a net. Had he but died 
As often as men’s tongues reported him. 

Another triple-bodied Geryon, 

Three cloaks of earth’s clay— not to pry too deep 
And talk of under -strewments— three fair cloaks 
Of clay for coverlid— thrice over dead 
And buried handsomely as many times— 

Conceive his boast — three corpses, a grave apiece! 
Well, but these crabbed rumours made me mad; 
And many times the noose was round my neck, 

Had not my people, much against my will, 

Untied the knot. And this will tell you why, 

When looked for most, Orestes is not here, 

Lord of our plighted loves to him impawned. 

You must not think it strange. Your sworn ally. 


Strophius the Phocian, hath charged him with 
The nurture of the child, foreshadowing 
A double jeopardy; yours before Ilium, 

And here, lest many-throated Anarchy 
Should patch a plot; since ’tis a vice in nature 
To trample down the fallen underfoot. 

This was his argument, and I believe 
Honestly urged. For me the fount of weeping 
Hath long run dry, and there’s no drop left. Oh! 
These eyes, late watchers by the lamp that burned 
For thee, but thou kept’st not thy tryst, are sore 
With all the tears they shed, thinking of thee. 

How often from my sleep did the thin hum 
And thresh of buzzing gnat rouse mcl I dreamed 
More sorrows for thy sake than Time, that played 
The wanton with me, reckoned minutes while 
I slept. All this have I gone through; and now. 
Care-free 1 hail our mastiff of the fold. 

Our ship’s great mainstay, pillar pedcstalled 
To bear a soaring roof up, only son. 

Landfall to sailors out of hope of land 1 
These are the great additions of his worth! 

And, I pray God *tis no offence to Heaven 
To make them heard. We have had many sorrows, 
And would provoke no more. 

Dear Heart, come down; 
Step from thy car, but not on the bare ground; 
Thy foot that desolated Ilium, 

Thou royal man, must never stoop so low! 

Spread your rich stuffs before him, girls; make 
haste! 

That he may walk the purple- pa v^d way 
Where Justice leads him to his undreamed home. 
My sleepless care shall manage all the rest 
As Justice and the Heavenly Will approve. 

Ag, Offspring of Leda, keeper of my house, 

You match your much speech to my absence, both 
Are something long; the rather that fine words 
Come best from others’ lips. Woman me not. 

Nor like an eastern slave grovel before me 
With your wide- mouthed, extravagant exclaim. 
Away with all these strewments! Pave for me 
No highway of offence! What can we more 
When we would deify the deathless Gods! 

But Man to walk these sacramental splendours. 

It likes me not, and I do fear it. No, 

Honour me as the mortal thing I am, 

Not as a God! A foot-cloth, that will pass; 

But think how ill will sound on the tongues of 
men 

These veilings of the precincts! God’s best gift 
Is to live free from wicked thoughts; call no man 
Happy, till his contented clay is cold. 

Now I have told thee how I mean to act, 

And keep my conscience easy. 

CL Tell me this. 

And speak thy mind to me. 

Ag, My mind’s made up; 

I’ll not rase out mine own decree. 

CL Would’st thou. 

Faced with some fearful jeopardy, have made 
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A vow to Heaven to do what now I ask thee? 

Ag. If some wise doctor had prescribed the rite, 

I would have vowed to do it. 

CL What dost thou think 

Priam had done, if Priam had achieved 
The victory that’s thine? 

Ag. Oh, he had trod 

Your sacrilegious purples. 

CL Then fear not thou 

Man’s censure. 

Ag, In the general voice resides 

A power not to be contemned. 

CL Good lack! 

Unenvied never yet was fortunate! 

Ag, This is a war of words, a woman’s war; 

And yet a woman should not take delight 
In battle. 

CL ’Tis a virtue that becomes 
Glory, in his triumphant hour to yidid. 

Ag, While we stand here at odds, wilt thou 
pretend 

Thou carest for a victory so won ? 

Cl, Nay, but thou shalt indulge me; thy consent 
Leaves thee my master still. 

Ag, Have thine own way. 

Since nothing else contents thee. One of you 
Undo these latchets. Hark ye; loose me quick 
These leathern underlings: and when I set 
My foot on yon sea^purples, let no eye 
Throw me a dart of jealousy from far! 

I am heartily ashamed to waste my stuff. 

Walking on wealth and woof good money buys. 

But m waste no more words. Lead in the lady; 

Be tender with her, for the Gods above 
Look gently down when earthly power is kind. 

None loves the bondman’s yoke; and she’s the 
flower 

Of all our spoils, the army’s gift, a part 
Of my great train. Now, I’ll contend no longer; 

Let me pass on under my palace-roof, 

Treading your purples. 

He descends from his charioU 
Q, There’s the wide sea, 

and who 

Shall drain it dry? Purple! There’s more of it 
In Mediterranean waves; for ever fresh. 

Worth silver ounc^ the right juice to wring 
Your royal robes withal. And, God be thanked. 
We’ve plenty of them within; we do not know 
What *tis to lack. I would have vowed to tread 
Raiment in heaps, if oracles had bid me, 

When I was at my wits’ end to contrive 
How to win back the half of mine own heart ! 

Now springs the root to life; the climbing leaf, 
TilC'high, against Dog Sirius spreads a sl»de! 

And, in thy home-coming, our weather-wise 
Winter reads signs of warm days fully come. 

Yet, in God’s wine^press, when the unripe grape 
Is trampled out into the blood-red wine, 

Then for the perfect man about the house 
There cotiMtsa vdntry coolness to his cheek* 


Zeus, Zeus, Perfecter , perfect now my prayer, 

And of Thine own high will be Perfecter! 
AGAMEMNON and CLYTifiMNBSTRA enter the Palace, 

Chorus 

Spirit of Fear, and all Unrest, 

Will thy wings never tire? 

Song that waitest no man’s best, 

Nor askest any hire, 

Why this prophetic burden keep? 

What Ghost no power can lay, 

Not like the cloudy shapes of Sleep, 

Heaved with a breath away. 

Haunts me with evermore despair,— 

Sad phaflt6m still unflown; 

And Courage high no more speaks fair. 

Lord of my bosom’s throne? 

The laggard years have told their sum. 

The cables are outworn, 

Since, to beleaguer Ilium, 

Went up the host, sea-borne. 

And now I see that host’s return. 

By witness of these eyes; 

Yet in my hand is no cithern; 

My soul accompanies 

The song that Angry Spirits sing. 

The dirge of Vengeance dread : 

My confidence hath taken wing, 

And my dear hope is dead. 

But still ’gainst hope my prayer I press, 

The event may yet belie 
My fears, and bring to nothingness 
My soul’s dark prophecy. 

Goodman Health for his great train 
Findeth his bounds too small, 

For the lazar-house of Neighbour Pain 
Leaneth against his wall. 

Though calm the winds and smooth the wake 
And Fortune’s ship sail free. 

There are Rocks she shall strike where no seas break, 
There are shoals of Misery. 

Sailor, bc^rc! Be wise! 

Out of her deep hold heave 
Of her rich merc^ndise 
With rope and block and sheave. 

So you shall save your craft, 

Your ship shall founder not, 

Though she be of great draught 
And perilously fraught. 

For the bounty of Zeus shall repair 
The ravage of yesterday, 
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And a seasoQ^s tilth with theliiiTowing share 
C^se Famine and Want away. 

But the blood of life once shed 
Shall come to no man’s call. 

He that could raise the dead 
And the flocking Shadows all, 

Did not Zeus stop his breath 
And bring him to his pause, 

Lest who would heal the wound of death 
Strike at Eternal Laws? 

Oh, we are straitened sore; 

If by strict rule dispensed, 

Jealous of less or more, 

Heaven’s liberties be fenced. 

What wish dare mortal frame? 

Else had my hot heart flung 
All out, and put to shame 
This inexpressive tongue. 

Now I’ve no hope to unwind 
The clew of Heart’s desire; 

To think is pain when thought is blind, 

The smoke of a soul on fire. 

Enter CLYTiCMNESTRA. 

CL How now, Cassandra ? I must have thee too ; 

Get in, since Zeus — oh, surely not in wrath! 

Hath made thee one of us, asperged with all 
Our lustral sprinklings, at our household altar 
Stood in thy place with other bondwomen. 

Step from thy waggon then and be not proud. 
Alcmena*s son, thou know’st, was sold for a price 
And did endure to eat slave’s barley'bread. 

He that must call Wealth lord may bless his stars 
When ’tis of honourable antiquity. 

Who look for nothing and reap affluence 
Arc cruel masters, stand upon no law; 

But here thou shalt be used as use prescribes. 

Ch, She waits thine answer; being caught and 
caged > 

Yield, if Uiou mean’st to yield; but, it may be, 

Thou’lt not. 

CL Speaks she some barbarous babble- 

ment. 

Some chittering swallow-talk, that she’s so slow 
To take my meaning? 

CA. Lady, ’twere best submit; 

She offers all that thy extremity 
Gives room to hope for: leave thy waggon-throne. 

And fidlow her, pror princess. 

G. While she sticks 

Fast at mv door, I waste my precious time; 

The dumb beasts stand about the central hearth 
Waiting the kmfc, and there’s to be great slaughter. 
Meet for a boon vouchsafed beyond our hope. 

Make no more halt, an thou wilt bear a part* 

Come» imstress, if you cannot murder Greek, 

Make your hand talk and do your jargoning. 
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CA. One should interpret fi»r her, die lodes wild ; 

A hunted deer new-taken in the tdls. 

CL Mad, sirrah, mad, and listening to her own 
Contrarious heart; a captive newly caught. 
Champing the bit, until her puny strength 
She foam away in blood. Enough of this: 

I’ll waste no more words to be so disdained. 

Exit. 

Ch. My heart’s too full of pity to be wroth. 

Sad lady, leave thy car; there is no way 
But this, come down and take thy yoke upon thee. 
Cassandra, 

Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Apollo! Apollo! 

Ch. Why dost thou mourn for Loxias? Is he 
Natured like us to ask a threnody? 

Ca. Woe! Woe! Woe! 

Apollo! Apollo! 

CA. Again ! She doth affront the God ; not so 
Must we draw nigh him, wailing, wailing woe. 

Ca, Apollo! Apollo! God of the great 
Wide ways of the world, my path is made strait! 

Not twice shall I shun thee, my Foe and my Fate! 
CA. Ha! Her own grief’s her theme; the God- 
given Mind 

Bondage can break not, no, nor fetters bind! 

Ca. Apollo! Apollo! God of the Ways, 

What road is this, thou darkener of my days? 

What house that bends on me so stern a gaze? 

CA. Oh, this is the Atreidae’s royal home; 

Ay, truly to their high house thou art come. 

Ca, Horrible dungeon ! House of Sin ! 

These stones have secrets, drenched in blood of 
kin! 

Out, human shambles, stifling halls, 

The red rain trickling down your walls! 

> CA. Ahuntress'hound! Yea, and by all that’s ill, 

1 fear this find will follow to a kill! 

Ca. 1 know it, by this wailing cry, 

These shrieks of slaughtered infancy, 

Ta’en from their dam and roast with fire, 

Set in a dish, served up for their sire! 

CA. We know thou art a soothsayer; natheless, 

It skills not now; we seek no prophetess. 

Ca, God, what’s conspiring here? What new 
And nameless horror cometh into view, 

To overtop and pale with bolder hue 
Ghosts of old crime that walk this bloody stage, 
Making Love weep and wring her anguished hands? 
There is no physic can this ache assuage, 

And from tffls woe far off all succour stands. 

Ch. Oh, they are published sorrows, griefs that 
have been; 

But I know not what these dark sayings mean. 

Ca, Miscreant, what make you there? Why dost 
thou brim 

Yon cauldron for thy lord? On breast and limb 
The cool stream glitters. Ah, mine eyes ^ow dim; 
The dreadful consummation, the swift dose. 

Makes my lips dumb, and stops my breath; 

With such a ceasdess hail of savage Iflows 
A white arm fladies^doubltiig death on death. 
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Ck, This thick-occulted darkness grows more 
dense; 

Riddles and runes, confounding sound and sense! 

Ca, Oh, horrible! 

What*s this? A net as bottomless as hell? 

A net— a snare— ha! And what else is she 
That wound him in her arms in love’s embrace 
And now conspires to murder him! Dogs of the 
chase. 

Devils, still hungry for the blood of Atreus’ race, 

Over the hideous rite shout, shout with jubilee! 

Ch, What’s this Avenger thou bidd’st shriek 
Within the house? Night sinks 
Upon my soul to hear thee; foint and weak. 

Drop by drop, the slow blood shrinks 
Back to my heart, to sickly pallor blenched; 

So pales some fallen warrior, his life’s ray 
Low down the sky in sallow sunset quenched ; 

Then with swift stride comes Death with the dying 
day. 

Ca. {With a piercing shrielO Ah-h-h-h! look! look! 

. Keep 

The Bull from the Cow! Hell-dark and deep 
As death her horn : she strikes; and he is caught. 

Caught in his long robe— falling— falling— dead 
In the warm bath with murder brimming red! 

Oh, what a tale is here! A damned plot 
With bloody treason bubbling in the pot! 

Ch, 1 have small skill in oracles, 

But something evil I divine; 

And troth, who ever heard that he who mells 
With them learnt aught of good at grot or shrine? 

No; all the answers prophet ever framed. 

All his high-sounding syllables, when the seer 
Speaks with the Voice of God, are evil, aimed 
To exercise us in a holy fear. 

Ca, O death ! O doom ! Mine own 
In the cursed cauldron thrown! 

Wherefore hast brought me here! Ah, well I know 
I am to follow whither he must go. 

Ch, Thou art crazed, on gusts of God-sent mad- 
ness borne! 

Thyself the theme of thy sad ecstasy! 

There is nor law nor measure in thy strain; 

Like the brown nightingale that still doth mourn. 

As if song sought but could not find relief; 

*Itys— Itys’— a never-ending cry. 

Her life of sorrow telling o’er again 
In her undying bower of fadeless grief. 

Ca, Ah, happy nightingale! 

Sweet singer; little, frail 

Form God gave wings to— sweet to live— sans tears! 
For me the edge of doom! How fast it nears! 

Ch, Whence come these Heaven-sent transports, 
whence come they? 

Hie meaning of thine anguish none of us knows. 
Wherefore dost body forth in melody 
These terrors that thou can’st not put away? 

These notes, they pierce, they are exceeding shrill. 

And bodingly thy passionate utterance flows; 

Who made so strait thy path of prophecy 
And taught thy tongue to utter only ill? 

64 


ii$6-i204 

Ca. Wooing of Paris, thou hast won us woe! 
Wedding of Paris, thou hast made us weep! 

Native Scamander, where thy waters flow, 

I waxed to womanhood; 

Now by Acheron tian gorges deep. 

Or where Cocy tus pours his wailing flood, 

My boding heart foretells 
I presently shall chant my oracles. 

Ch, Oh, what is this dark meaning leaps to light? 
A child could understand thee, thy keen pangs 
Stab through and through me, like the venomous 
bite 

Of serpent’s tooth, when he fleshes his fangs; 

And I am broken by the wailing cry. 

So passing piteous is thine agony. 

Ca, Oh, lost, lost labour! Low the city lies, 

A wreck, a ruift;i'ascd are tower and wall; 

Vainly my father lavished sacrifice 
With holocausts of kine. 

Poor, pastoral beasts, that nothing stayed her tall! 
Oh, heart of flame. Oh, fiery heart of mine, ' 

Go, burn among the dead! 

I come— I come— for me the net is spread. \ 

Ch, Still harping on that chord of coming fate! ' 
An Evil Spirit, bidding thee despair. 

Sweeps through thy soul with insupportable weight, 
And calls from thee this wild and wailful air. 

Sorrow and Death making one melody; 

And, oh, I know not what the end shall be! 

Ca, Now shall mine oracle no more look forth 
Out of a dim veil like new-wedded bride. 

But put on brightness as a wind that blows 
Towards the sun’s uprising, ’gainst the light 
Hurl, like a hissing wave, a horror far 
Huger than this. I’ll riddle you no more. 

Ye shall take up the chase and bear me out 
Whilst I hark back upon the scent of crime. 

Oh, there are music-makers in this house 
That quit it never; a symphonious Quire, 

Yet ill to hear; for evil is their theme. 

Being in drink, the more to make them bold. 

They will not budge, these Revellers of the race 
Of Furies; they sit late, their drunken rouse 
The original sin; ay, that incestuous beast. 

Mounted on lust, that trampled his brother’s bed. 
Went that shaft wide, or have 1 struck the deer? 

Or am I but a lying prophetess 

That raps at street doors, gabbling as she goes? 

Now give me the assurance of your oaths 
I know the iniquity of this ancient house. 

Ch, What’s in an oath, though in all honour 
sworn, 

To help or heal? But I do marvel much 
That, bred beyond the seas, thou can’st discourse 
Of foreign horrors, alien to thy blood. 

As if thou hadst stood by. 

Ca, Prophet Appollo 

Ordained me to this office. 

Ch, Is’t not true 

He loved thee, though a God? 

Ca. There was a time 

When I had blushed to own it. 
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Ch. We are nice 

When Fortune’s kind, ’tis nothing singular. 

Ca. He was a stormy wooer and wrought hard 
To win me. 

Ch, Was’t e’en so? And came ye then, 

As is the way of love, to getting children? 

Ca, 1 did consent with Loxias and broke 
My promise. 

Ch. Had’st thou then the divine gift 

Of prophecy? 

Ca. Even then I told my people 

All that they had to suffer. 

Ch. How could ’st ’scape 

The wrath of Loxias? 

Ca. This was my doom; 

That none to whom I spake believed on me. 

Ch. But we have heard thee speak, and we believe 
Thy words are truth. 

Ca. Ah-h,— God! Again 

The pang— the rocking blast— the reeling brain, 

And the clear vision through the pain! 

Look there! They sit— they have come home to 
roost 

These babes, the sorry semblance of sick dreams! 

Dead children, dead — butchered by their own kin! 
Their hands are full of meat; their mess; their own 
Bowels and inward parts; out on the sight! 

The lamentable dish— their father supped! 

For this, I tell you, one hath planned revenge; 

The craven lion tumbling in his bed 
To keep it warm, woe’s me, till he should come 
Who is my master— oh, a slave am I! 

The Sea-king, Ravisher of Ilium, 

Knows not her false and slavering tongue, thrust 
out, 

Lewd bitch, to lick and fawn and smile and be 
The secret soul of unforgiving hell! 

Dare it. She-devil! Unsex thyself, and be 
His murderess! O monster, bloody monster. 

Thou hast no name! Thou aspic, Amphisboena, 

Scylla of the Rocks, that is the seaman’s grave! 

Hell’s Mother-Bacchant, vowing trucclcss war 
Against thine own! Deep in all guilt how loud 
She shouted (as when the tide of battle turns), 

Seeming to joy for her lord’s home-coming! 

Believe me or believe not, ’tis all one. 

What is to be will come; a little while 
And you shall sec it. Then you’ll pity me, 

And say that I was a true prophetess. 

Ch. The babes’ flesh served for the Thyestean feast 
I know, and shudder at the dreadful talc 
In undisguised and naked horror told. 

But as for all the rest my thoughts run wild 
Clean from the course. 

Ca. I tell thee thou shalt see 

The death of Agamemnon. 

Ch. Peace ! Oh, peace! 

Fair words, unhappy lady! 

Ca. There’s no art 

Can mend my speech. 

Ch. Not, if the thing must be; 

But God forbid. 
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Ca. Thou makest prayer to God, 

But they make ready to kill. 

Ch. Name me the man! 

Ca. Thou dost not understand me. 

Ch, Troth, I know 

No way at all to compass the king’s death. 

Ca. And yet 1 speak good Greek, your tongue I 
know 
Too well. 

Ch. So doth the Pythian oracle. 

Yet are his divinations wondrous dark. 

Ca. Oh, misery! 

I burn! I burn! I am on fire with thee, 

Apollo! Wolf-Slayer! Woe is me! 

The lioness that wantoned with the wolf. 

The kingly lion being from her side. 

Shall take away my life; for she hath sworn 
To add my wages to the hell-broth she 
Brews; while she whets a dagger for her lord 
Means in my blood to pay my coming here. 

Why do I wear this motley? Why these wands? 
These wreaths about my neck for prophecy? 

Your death for mine, vile gauds! To Hell with you. 
And I will follow after! Go, make rich 
Another with damnation ! Look, ’tis Apollo 
Strips off my godly robes! I am to him 
A spectacle, grinned on by friends and foes. 

They called me stroller, beggar, mountebank, 

Poor drab, poor half-dead starveling; evil names 
And ill to bear! But that was not enough; 

The prophet who made me a prophetess" 

Has brought me here to die a violent death! 

And, for my Other’s altar, waits for me 
The block warm-recking with the blood of him 
That’s butchered first! But we’ll not die for nought 
We too shall have our champion, the child 
For mother’s murder born and sire’s revenge. 

A fugitive, a wandering outlaw, he. 

To crown this fatal pyramid of woe. 

Shall surely come! The Gods have sworn an oath 
His father’s curse shall bring him back again! 

Why do I shrink? Why do I wail? Since I 
Have seen what hath befallen Ilium, 

And Ilium’s captors come to this bad end. 

By the judgement of the Gods, 1 will go in 
And meet my death. Ye Gates of Hell, I greet ycl 
Pray God that I may get a mortal stroke. 

Without a struggle, dying easily; 

A spurt of blood, and then these eyes &st-closedr 
Ch. Lady of many sorrows, and in much 
Most wise, thou hast discoursed at length; but if 
Thou hast indeed foreknowledge of thy death, 

How canst thou walk as boldly to the grave 
As goes to the altar the God-driven ox? 

Ca. Sirs, 1 must die; delay can stead me not. 

Ch, Yet death deferred is best. 

Ca. My hour is come: 

To fly would nothing profit me. 

Ch. Thou hast 

A patient and a valiant spirit. 

Ca. You praise 

Not as men praise the happy. 
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Ch. Yet to die 

Nobly is to have honour among men. 

Ca, Oh, father, father, I am woe for thee 
And all thy noble children. 

She moves to the door of the palace^ but recoils^ 
a. Hal 

Why dost thou start? What terror waves thee back? 
a. FohIFoh! 

Ch, What*$ this offends thy nostrils? Or is’t the 
mind 

That's sick with fear? 

Ca, Pah ! The house smells of blood. 

Ch. Nay, nay, it is the smell of sacrifice. 

Ctf. It reeks like an open grave. 

Ch» No Syrian nard, 

God wot! 

Ca, Hush I I’ll go in; and there too I'll 
Wail for my death and A^memnon's; what 
I had of life must be sufficient for me. 

0 SirsI Alackl 

1 am no bird that shrills a wild alarm 
Scared at a bush. Bear witness what I am 
Hereafter, when, for this my death shall die 
Another of my sex, another man. 

For one most woefully ill-mated, fall. 

And this I ask you on the edge of death. 

Ch. Oh! for thy doom foretold I am struck to 
the heart! 

Gi. But one word more, or, rather, my last word, 
The dirge of mine own death. I pray the sun. 

Now in this last of light, that my avengers 
,Pay home upon mine enemies the death 
I die— a slave despatched with one swift blow! 

She enters the palace* 

Ch* Oh, state of man! Thy happiness is but 
The pencilling of a shadow,— Misery 
With a wet sponge wipes out the picture! Ay, 

And this is the more pitiable by far. 

Oh, maw and ravin of Prosperity! 

Hunger, that lives of men can never appease! 
There’s none stands guard o’er gorgeous palaces. 
Bidding thee enter not, neither draw nigh! 

Here is a man, the Gods in bliss alway 
Gave Priam’s Town for spoil, and he hath come. 
With divine honours, back to his own home. 

But if, for blood he shed not, he must pay. 

If, for old crimes, he presently must die. 

That of death’s glory not a beam be shorn, 

Who that hath ears to hear can boast him born 
Under a star of scatheless destiny? 

Ag. {Within the palace) Oh, I am wounded with 
a mortal wound! 

CA. Hush! Who is he that crieth out? Who shrieks 
Wounded unto the death? 

t AgainlOGod! 

I&w by the crying of the king 1 kn 
tilt deed is done; but what shall we do? 

Oh, 

thiamm the citizens! 
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2. Break in! Break in! 

And put to proof this ccxrrigible sin 

At the sword’s point! 

3. There thou and I are one. 

What is to do, let it be quickly done. 

4. It leaps to light; now is their signal flown; 

This flourish sets oppression on its throne. 

5. Yes, for, while we are trifling with the time. 
Procrastination the armed heel of Crime 

Treads under; neither doth their sword-hand sleep! 

6. My wit is out: who dares the dangerous leap 
Let him advise. 

7. Ay, truly; that’s well said; 

I have no art with words to raise the dead. 

8. Are we, for the sake of a few sorry years. 

To crook the knee before these murderers? / 

Are they that shame the house to lead us? 

9. Ho\ 
Better lie down in death than stoop so low! \ 

Death is not half so curst as tyranny. \ 

10. Here’s too much haste; because we heard t cry 

Are we to argue that the king is slain ? \ 

1 1 . You’re in the right on’t ! Give not wrath tfl^e rein 
Until thou hast assurance of the deed. 

Hasard surmise and certitude are twain. 

12. Why, then as most would have it let’s proceed; 
And, first, ere fears to acted folly run. 

We’ll know what hath befallen Atreus* son. 

The scene opens and discloses CLYTiCMNESTRA 
standing over the bodies of agamemnon and 

CASSANDRA. 

Cl. If I spoke much in terms of policy. 

Why should I scruple to recant them now? 

If Love be a close traitor, shall not Hate 
Dissemble too, environing her prey 
In toils too high for Desperation’s leap? 

This is the finish of an ancient quarrel. 

Long brooded, and late come, but come at last. 

I stand upon mine act— yea, where I struck. 

And, I confess it, 1 did use such craft. 

He could nor fly nor fend him against death. 

I caught him in a net as men catch fish; 

No room, no rat-hole in his loopless robe. 

I struck him twice; and once and twice he groaned; 
He doubled up his limbs; and, where he dropped, 

I struck him the third tiihe; and with that stroke 
Committed him to Zeus, that keeps the dead! 

Then he lay still and gasped away his life. 

And belching forth a stinging blast of blood 
Spattered me with a ffiower of gory dew; 

And I was blithe as with the balm of Heaven 
The young corn in the birth-time of the ear. 
Wherefore, my very worshipful, good masters. 

Be merry, an it like you— I exult! 

Would you a decent draught to drench his corpse, 
Tis ready for him, and we’ll stint no drop. 

The bowl he filled with sorrow in his house. 

Now he’s come home, he shall suck out to the dregs. 
Ch. Inhuman monster! Oh thou wicked tongue 
Wilt thou insult over thy murdered lord! 

C/. I am no fool; you cannot touch me there; 

This shakes me not; I do but tell you that 
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You know already- Whether you praise or blame 
Matters no ^t. iJookI Tbis is Agamemnon; 

My sometime husband. Here’s the hand that 
hewed him; 

Was’t not well done? Is*t not a masterpiece 
Of Justice? Ay« admire it how you will, 

This is the famion of it. 

Ch. Woman, hast eaten some evil root, 

Or brewed thee drink of the bubbling sea, 

T^t thou bast nerved thee for this rite? 

A thousand voices shall hiss and hoot, 

A thousand curses thy soul shall blight. 

For the deed thou hast done this day! 

Thou hast cut off, cast down, and thou shalt be 
Thyself a castaway, 

A thing exorcised, excommunicate, 

A monster, loaded with thy people’s hate. 

CL Now, in the name of Justice thou hurPst down 
Damnation and abhorrence on my dead ; 

But when need was, durst cast no stone at him. 

Who, with no more concern than for a beast 
Taken and slaughtered from a thousand flocks. 

Slew his own cluld, the darling of my womb. 

For witchery against the Thracian blow. 

Ought'st not thou rather for his wicked deed 
To have thrust him forth? You hear what I have 
done, 

And scowl, the truculent justicer! 1*11 tell you 
This; I am ready for your threats; *tis odds 
But we’ll cry quits; or, if you better me. 

Do you bear rule; but, if that*s not God’s way. 

Late learner though thou art. I’ll teach thee wisdom. 
Ch. Thou boastest much and art great to devise; 
But when I see thee in thy fury, yea, 

When thy heart is a plashing fount of blood, 

1 think what a foil to thy blazing eyes 
Will be that crimson flush at flo^ 

Sealing thy sockets in their own gore. 

In the day of God, in that great day, 

When thy scarlet sins run o’er; 

How comely then these gules will show, 

When thy lovers forsake thee, and blow quits blow! 
CL Now hear the unswerving tenour of mine 
oath: 

By Justice, that did fully ven^e my child. 

By Ate and Ermys, whose he is, 

Theirs by this sword, my onward-treading hope 
Shall never stumble through the courts of Fear, 

So long as there is fire on my hearth 
Aegisthus lights; so long as he’s my friend, 

My ample buckler, my strong heart’s true shield. 
He’s d^ that had his lust ol her; the dear 
Of every Chryseid under Ilium ; 

And so’s this ba^ge of his, his fortune-teller, 

He hugged abedwith him, sooth prophetess. 

And trustiest strumpet, she that with him rubbed 
The rowers’ bench smooth. They have their wage; 
thouseest 

How ’tis with him; and she, that like the swan 
Has dlrged her last, lies with him, where he lies; 
And tlus poor chewet, nibbled in my bed. 

Sets ohtny board rich diet’s sanspareil. 
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Ch. Come, some quick death, but rack me not 
with pain. 

Nor keep me long abed; 

Let me thy opiate drain 
That brings the eternal sleep! My lord is dead. 

And I care not for other company; 

My keeper graced with kinglicst courtesy. 

Who for a woman warred on a far strand 
And now lies fallen by a woman’s hand. 

Oh, Helen, Helen, conscienceless and cursed I 
How many souls of men under Troy’s wall 
Didst thou cut off from life and light! 

Now thou hast done thy worst, 

And in this blood, no water can wash white, 

With the most perfect, memorablcst of all 
The last rose in thy garland twined. 

Thou corner-stone of strife; thou woe of human 
kind! 

CL Call not on Death, cast down by what ye see, 
Neither on Helen turn your wrath aside. 

As if none else were deep in blood but she; 

Nor think, because for her our Danaans died. 

There is no other hurt past surgery. 

Ch. Spirit that on these battlements, plumb* 
down. 

Dost drop on iron wings. 

To pluck away the two-fold crown 
And double sceptre of the Tantalid kings. 

Thou didst raise up two Queens, and give the twain 
Twin Souls, to deal my heart a deadly wound; 

Now, like a carrion-bird perched on the slain. 

Thou sing’st thy song, to an ill descant crooned. 

CL Now is thy j udgment j ust , when thou dost 
cry 

To that cursed Spirit, that thrice-fatted Doom, 

A Lust Incarnate, Death that cannot die. 

That makes all Tantalids murderers in the womb. 
Athirst for fresh blood ere the old be dry. 

Ch. *Tis a Destroying Angel, angered sore 
Against this house; a Spirit, great and strong 
And evil and insatiable, woe’s me! 

That stands at Zeus’ right hand, to Whom belong 
Power and Dominion, now and evermore. 

What do we, or what suffer, of good or ill. 

But, doing, suffering, we enact His Will? 

Ay, without God, none of these things could be. 
King, my king, how shall 1 weep for thee? 

What shall my fond heart say? 

Thou liest in spider’s web- work; gaspingly 
In hideous death the fleet life ebbs away. 

Woe, woe, that thou should’st bow thy bead 
On this unkingly bed, 

By dagger-band despatched and treason’s felony I 
CL Nay, sink thy proud boast; 

Call not this my de^; 

Never suppose me Agamemnon’s Spouse; 

A spectre in my likeness drew the knife; 

The old, the unforgiving Ghost, 

Not 1 that was this piece of carrion’s wife. 

And his assassination feed 
Black Atreus of the Bloody Rouse, 

The Revel Grim. 
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She hath the altar dressed 
With brawn of manhood for the tender limb 
Of weanling infants taken from the breast. 

Ch. Go to: that thou art innocent of this blood 
What witness will avouch? Though, it may be, 
That Old Destroyer wove with thee the mesh. 

This bloody deluge, like an on-coming sea 
That may not halt until it makes the flood. 

Rolls its rough waves, with kindred-murder red, 
Till Justice lave the rank corruption bred 
Of that foul, cannibal roast of childish flesh. 

King, my king, how shall I weep for thee? 

What shall my fond heart say? 

Thou liest in spider’s web-work; gaspingly 
In hideous death, the fleet life ebbs away 1 

Woe, woe, that thou shouldst bow thy head 
On this unkingly bedl 

By dagger 'hand despatched and treason’s felony I 

Cl, Is he guile-free? 

Hath he not slain 

His own, even my branch, raised up from him, 
Iphigcneia, wept with all my tears? 

Ah, to the traitor, treachery! 

He hath discharged in blood his long arrears; 

The measure he dealt is meted him again. 

Then, let his big voice, in the dim 
Darkness of Hell, 

Sink low and sadly breathed; 

He hath his just quietus; this great quell 
Ripostes his stroke, who first the sword 
unsheathed. 

Ch, Now like a weary wrestler 
My fainting heart contends; 

Now that the house if falling. 

Where shall I find me friends? 

But, oh, I fear, to whelm it 
Red Ruin roars amain; 

For the first shower is over. 

The early, morning rain. 

Yea, Fate that forgeth Sorrow 
Now a new grindstone sets; 

There, for fresh hurt, her dagger 
The Armourer, Justice, whets. 

Oh, Earth, Earth, Earth! Would God I had lain 
dead. 

Deep in thy mould. 

Ere on his silver-sided pallet-bed 
I saw my lord lie cold ! 

Oh, who will bury him, dirge him to his rest? 

Wilt thou sing his death-song, 

Murderess of thine own man; wail and beat breast 
For thy most grievous wrong? 

Mock his great spirit with such comfort cold ? 

Oh, for a voice to sound 

The hero’s praise, with passionate weeping knolled 
Over his low grave-mound ! 
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d , . Let that alone; it matters not to thee: 

For by our hand he fell, he dropped down dead. 

And we will dig him deep in earth. Let be; 

We’ll have no wailcrs here; but, in their stead. 

His child, Iphigeneia, with soft beck, 

Where the rapid waves of the Ford of Sorrows hiss, 
Shall come; and fling her arms about his neck. 

And greet her loving father with a kiss. 

Ch, So taunt meets taunt; but Judgment 
Is bitter hard to gain. 

Now spoiled is the despoiler, 

Now is the slayer slain. 

For Zeus abides upon His Throne, 

And, through all time, all tides. 

The Law that quits the Doer, j 

The changeless Law abides. 

Who will cast out the accursed stuff, 

Bone of thee, breath of thy breath? 

Thy very stones, thou bloody house. 

Arc bonded in with Death! 

Cl, Now is thine oracle come to the fountainhead 
Of bitter Truth. As God lives, I would §wear 
Great oaths to that cursed Spirit, Whose ghostly 
tread 

Haunteth the House of Pleisthenes, to bear 
What’s past endurance, and take heart of grace 
To pluck these rooted sorrows from my mind, , 
Would he avaunt, and harry some other race 
With the Soul of Murder that seeks out his kind. 
Then, with that Horror from this house cast forth 
Which mads their blood with mutual butchery. 

Oh, what were all its golden treasure worth? 

A poor man’s portion were enough for me. 

En^er aegisthus, wilh his guards, 
Aegisthus, Oh, day of grace, meridian of Justice 1 
Now may I say the Gods are our Avengers 
And from on high behold the crimes of earth; 

For now I have my wish; I sec yon man. 

Wound up in raiment of Erinys’ woof; 

The shroud that shrives his father’s handiwork. 
Atreus, his sire, who here bear rule, because 
His power was challenged, did his father’s son 
Thyestes, my dear father — dost thou mark me? — 
Outlaw and ban from home and kingdom both. 
Himself, poor man, a suitor for his life. 

Recalled from exile, found fair terms enough; 

No death for him, no staining with his blo^ 

This parent soil. But, for his entertainment, 

Atreus, this man’s cursed father, with more heat 
Than heart towards mine, with a pretended stir 
Of welcome— oh, a high-day of hot joints! 

Dished up for him a mess of his own babes. 

The hands and feet he chopped and put aside; 

The rest, minced small and indistinguishable, 
Served at a special table. So he ate 
Knowing not what he ate; but, purge thine eyes. 
And own ’twas sauced with sorrow tor his seed. 

And, when he saw what wickedness was done, 
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He groaned; fell back, and spewed the gobbets up, 
Clamouring damnation down on Pclops* line. 

Yea, kicking over board and banquet, cried, 

“So perish all the house of Pleisthcnes!” 

And with that push great Agamemnon fell. 

My grudge in this employed some stitchery ; 

I was my poor sire’s third son and sole hope; 

And he thrust me out with him; in cradle-clothes; 
But I grew up and Justice called me home. 

Outside these walls I grappled with yon man. 

Yea, had a privy part in the whole plot. 

And for all this I am content to die 

Now that in Vengeance* toils I see him snared. 

Ch. Aegisthus, I hold him a caitiff who 
Insults o’er sorrow. You do stand confessed 
A murderer; you say you sole conspired 
This sorry deed. I say to thee, thou too 
Shalt not escape damnation; they shall cast 
Stones at thee; ay, heap curses on thy grave! 

Ae. You drudge, you Jack that paddles in the 
bilge. 

Say you e’en so, your betters on the bench 
Of guidance and command? Your study is 
Humility, old man, and you will find 
’Tis hard for dullard age to mind his book: 

But even for eld prison and hunger-pinch 
Arc rare physicians. Hast no eyes for that? 

Kick not against the pricks lest thou go lame. 

Ch, You woman that brings infamy on men 
Fresh from the field; ay, bolted safe indoors 
Cuckolds a king and plots to strike him down. 

Ae, This shall be father to a world of woe! 

Oh, Orpheus had a voice, but not like thine: 

For, where he carolled, jocund Nature danced! 
Plague on thy bowlings! Thou shalt dance to them 
Whither thou wouldst not, and, by God, once caught 
Wc’ll put some tameness in thee. 

Ch, You, “my lord,” 

You to be king in Argos! Plotting murder, 

But not the man to do it! 

Ae, Was not the wife 

I'he readiest way to gull him? Was not I 
Smoked and suspect, his ancient enemy? 

It shall go ill with me, but this man’s gold 
Shall make me master. He that fights the rein 
Shall feel the bit, and I will make it heavy! 

No corn-fed colt for me! Hunger that keeps 
House with the hateful dark shall humble him. 

Ch, Why was thy craven soul not man enough 
To slay him in fair fight? Why did a woman, 
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Wherewith the land recks and her Gods arc sick, 

Kill him? Orestes yet beholds the light. 

And he shall come in happy hour, and be 
The master and destroyer of you both. 

Ae, Will rave, wilt rant, wilt fall to deeds? 

Why, then. 

Blockhead, thou shalt learn wisdom! Forward, 
men! 

Come, stir, good fellows! Faith, you need not trudge 
Far for this fray. 

Ch, Out swords! 

Ae, As God’s my judge. 

My sword to yours, I fear not death, not I. 

Ch, Not ? Then we take the omen, thou shalt die! 
Cl, Sweetheart ! 1 charge thee, do no villainy ! 
Nay, do no more! What’s sown is yet to reap; 

It is a harvest where the corn stands deep. 

And wc must carry home full loads of care. 

Without our blood, here’s trouble and to spare! 
Good gentlemen, I pray you, to your homes! 

Bend to the hour, when fraught with Fate it comes, 
Lest worse befall ye. That which we have done 
’Tw^as fated we should do. Therefore, begone! 

Ah, might this prove the end-all of our woe; 

How happy should wc be to have it so! 

So heavy on us is the bloody spur 
Of a dread Spirit, Destiny’s minister 
Here is a woman’s counsel, will ye heed 
Ae, And shall these crop all rankness tongue can 
breed; 

Drive their own fortune to the hazard; brook 
No rein; call no man master? 

Ch, W^hen I crook 

The knee to evil you may call me hound; 

1 am no son of this free Argivc ground. 

Ae. I’ll be revenged upon ye yet. 

Ch. Not so 

If Fate bring back Orestes. 

Ae. Tush! I know 

The exile’s wallet is with hope well-lined. 

Ch. Enjoy thy fortune do! Is not Fate kind? 

Go on in sin; wax fat; make the strong power 
Of Justice reek to heaven; this is thine hour. 

Ae. W^ild words, but they are reckoned to thy 
score. 

Ch. Ay, strut and crow, a cock his dame before! 
Cl, Nay, never heed their bowlings! Masterdom 
And kingly state are ours, come what may come. 

So in the palace thou and I will dwell 

And order all things excellently well. Exeunt, 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Orestes, son of Agamemnon Elbctra, sister of Orestes 

and Clytaemnestra The Doorkeeper 

fiend of Orestes Clytaemnestra 

Chorus of Slave Women A Nurse 

Aegisthus 


Argos, the Tomb of Agamemnon, orestes and 

PYLADES. 

Orestes. O Chthonian Hermes, Steward of thy Sire, 
Receive my prayer, save me, and fight for my cause; 
For I am journeyed back from banishment. 

And on this mounded sepulchre 1 call 
On my dead sire to listen and give ear. 

* « * 

This lock to Inachus for nurture; this 
For mourning. 

* * « 

Father, I was not by to wail thy death 

Or with stretched hand despatch thine exsequies. 

« « « 

What’s this? Look you; what company of women 
With such ostent of sable stoles attired 
Moves on its way? What trouble’s in the wind? 
Hath some fresh sorrow fallen on the house? 

Or bring they these libations for my father. 

As my heart tells me, to appease the Shades? 

It cannot be aught else; there is my sister, 

Electra, walking with them, and she wears 
A woeful look. O 2^us, give me to venge 
My father’s murder, fight upon my side. 

Pylades, let’s withdraw; I would fain know 
What may this woman’s supplication mean. 

They withdraw^ and the chorus enters with electra. 

Chorus 

Forth from the house they bid me speed 
With graveyard-cups to pour and these ill-tuned 
Ungentle hands quick-throbbing drum-beat sent: 

These cheeks in tender witness bleed, 

A firesh-turned fallow with a gleaming wound; 

And my heart’s bread is evermore lament. 

1 tore my robe of fair tissue 
And the pror rags, methought, with anguish cried, 
Being too linen-soft and delicate 
To be so wronged; or as they knew 
Hiey wra^ed a oreast where laughter long had 

Or wailed a new malignancy of Fate. 

For terror wild widi lifted hair 
Wrung from the soul of sleep, dark dream-adept, 

In the dead hour of night a cry aghast: 


A shriek it was, a shrill mghtmare 
That broke frpjn the bower, and where we vfomen 
slept ^ { 

In heaviness and sullen anger passed. 

And they whose judgment can expound 
The meaning of such dreams let a great cry. 

The word of power that doth God’s word engage: 

“Underneath the earth’s dark ground \ 

Arc grieving spirits wroth exceedingly; 

And ’tis against their murderers they rage.’’ 

And now with gifts wherein is no remede 
I come these woes to ward ; 

For, oh, Earth-Mother, thus in her sore need 
Woos pardon and peace a woman God-abhorred. 
How dare I breathe that word? Where shall be fpund 
Ransom for blood that’s drenched the ground? • 

O hearth Calamity enwraps; 

O royal siege swift Ruin saps; 

What sunless glooms of Night inhearsed. 

By human horror held accursed, 

Darkeneth thee, thou house of pride. 

For the deaths thy masters died? 

The sovran awe uncombated, unquellcd. 

That through the general car 
Smote on the common heart, hath now rebelled; 
And yet, God wot, there are who fear. 

Our infirm flesh boon Fortune deifies; 

The man, grown God, high God outvies. 

But Judgment swings through her swift arc 
And censuring all doth poise and weigh: 

And she can set a soul in light. 

Or on the confine of the dark 
The lingering agony delay; 

Or whelm with elemental night. 

Blood, and more blood ; ’tis drunk of the dark 
ground; 

This earth, that bred it, kneads it in her clay, 

Till it become, indissolubly bound, 

A Power, that shall itself arise and slay! 

At^ with no hot haste to Vengeance spurs. 

Though tireless in pursuit, once entered in; 

Still she adjourns; the Day of Doom defers, 

TiU there be full sufficiency of Sin. 
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Who hath unlatched the door of chastity. 

Enforcing there the bridal bliss embowered, 

Shall never turn again the golden key; 

And ravished once is evermore denowered. 

So, though all streams be affluent to one end, 

Lucid and sweet to wash away the stain 
Of blood from guilty hands, they do but spend 
Their onward-flowing clarity in vain. 

But I~the hard constraint of heaven 
Environing my city; driven 
From home, my portion slavery— 

If good or evil they debate. 

Must smother up my bitter hate 
And be the mute of sovreignty. 

And yet behind my veil I weep 
My rightful master's wasted days, 

And this hush sorrow on me lays 
The ache of winter's frozen sleep. 

Electra, Bondmaids, the household's rule and 
regimen. 

Since in this office ye are postulants 
With me, I pray you counsel me herein. 

What shall I say when these kind cups I pour? 

How find fair words to vow them to my sire? 

“Love's gift to love*'— Shall I commend them so? 
“Husband from wedded wife''? Oh, not from her. 
Not from my mother; I should want for that 
A tongue of brass; I have no form of prayer 
To pour these offerings on my father's grave 
Or shall I come with customary terms 
And ask a blessing on their heads that sent 
These garlands; tor fair deeds fair recompense? 

Or, in dishonouring silence, as my father 
Perished, drain out the drench for Earth to drink. 
And get me hence; like one that casts out filth 
Fling the crock from me with averted looks? 

Resolve me, friends, that you may share my blame; 
We live in a community of hate; 

Hide not your heart's deep thoughts for any fear; 
The thing determined waiteth for the free 
And him that's at another's beck and nod. 

Know you a better way acquaint me with it. 

CA. Awful as altar is thy tother's tomb; 

And at thy bidding 1 will speak my mind. 

El, Speak by that awe thou ow'st his sepulchre. 
Ch, Pour on; but ask good thmgs for all leal soub. 
El, Which of my friends be they ? how shall I 
name them? 

Ch, Thyself, and, after, all that hate Aegisthus. 

El, Then shalll offer prayer for thee and me? 

Ch, I see thy heart instructs thee how to pray. 

El, And add no name beside? 

Ch, Remember yet 

Absent Orestes in thine orisons. 

El, Oh, well admonished! Excellently said I 
Ch, Mindful of them that did the de^ of blood— 
El, What then? pray on and I'll pray after thee. 
C&. Ask that on them, carnal or ghostly, come— 
£/, Ddomster or doom's executant? 


A stern 

Avenger; 'twill suffice; ask nothing more. 

El, Is that a holy thing to ask the Gods? 

Ch, Nav, how should it not be a holy thing 
With evil to reward an enemy? 

El, Great Herald of the Heights and Deeps, be 
thou 

My helper, Chthonian Hermes; cry for me, 

And bid the Spirits of the Depths give ear. 

That are the Stewards of my father’s house. 

Cry to the Earth that brings forth life and then 
Of all she nursed receives again the seed. 

1 will pour these libations to the Shades, 

Saying, “O Father, have compassion on me 
And on Orestes; how shall we bring him home? 

We are sold for a price; yea, she that gave us birth 
Hath dispossessed us, taken to her bed 
Aegisthus, with her guilty of thy blood. 

I'm but a slave; banished Orestes hath 
No portion of thy substance; with thy labours 
They go apparelled in their insolence. 

I pray, not knowing how it shall befall, 

Orestes may come home: hear me, my father! 

And for myself I as a purer heart 

Than hath my mother and more innocent hands. 

This for ourselves; but on our enemies 

I pray Avenging Justice may rise up 

And hew them down, even as they hewed thee. 

And so, betwixt my prayers that ask good things 
Stands this, that imprecates evil on their heads. 

For us send benedictions, by the help 
Of Heaven and Earth and Justice Triumphing." 
Now I pour out these cups, which you must wreathe 
With customary crownets of your cries. 

Chanting the dismal paean of the dead. 

Ch, Fall, perishable tears, with plashing sound; 
Fall for our fallen lord ; 

And, while the abominable cup is poured. 

The rite confound; 

The good avert. 

And, to the miscreant’s hurt, 

The evil bring to pass. 

And, though death dull thy soul and deaf thine ear. 
Hearken, O, King; majestic shadow, hearl 
Alasl AlasI AlasI 
Oh, for the armed deliverer; 

The wielder of a mighty spear; 

The archer that shall bend against the foe. 

Till horn meet horn, the Scythic bow, 

Or, foot to foot and face to face, 

Beat caitiffs to the earth with huge, self-hafted 
mace! 

El, Dark Earth hath drunk her potion ; in his 
grave 

My ^ther hath it now. But hear what’s strange 
And passing strange. 

Ch, Speak, 1 implore thee! Speak! 

For, oh, my fearful heart is wildly stirred! 

El, Here is a lock of hair; laid on the tomb. 

Ch, Whose? What tail youth's? Or what deep 
girdled girl's? 

El Why, only lode; it is not hard to guess. 
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Ck Fm an old woman, and shall youth teach me? 
EL There’s none would shed a hair for him but I. 
Ck Y ea, foes are they should mourn with 
shaven head. 

EL Tis like ; a feather of the self-same wing— 

Ck Whose hair is’t like? I am on thorns to know. 
EL *Tis very like the hair of mine own head. 

Ck Not young Orestes* gift in secret brought? 

EL It is a tendril of that vine, I swear. 

Ck It is? But how dared he adventure hither? 

£/. *Twas sent, this shearling of his filial love. 

Ck That’s no less worth my tears to think that he 
Will never again set foot in his own land. 

EL To me it is the surging of a sea 
Bitter as gall; an arrow through my heart. 

These tears are but the thirsty thunder-drops 
Escaped from unwept deluges; the flood 
Is yet to come. Who else that’s native here 
Could show the fellow to this goodly tress? 

Nor was it clipped by her that murdered him; 

’Tis not my mother’s: what a name is that 
For her that hates her own and denies God I 
But howsoe’er by this and that I vow 
This shining jewel is my best beloved 
Orestes’ own, I am beguiled by hope. 

Oh me! 

Would it had sense; a voice to make report 
That I be shook no longer to and fro, 

But roundly bid to curse and spew it from me. 

If ’tis indeed shorn from a murderer’s head; 

Or that ’twould prove its kin and with me mourn, 
This grave’s bright ornament, my father’s pride. 
But when we call upon the Gods, they know 
By what great storms, like mariners at sea. 

We are tossed and whirled. And, if they mean to 
save. 

Then from small seed a mighty stem may grow, 

Hal Here are footprints! here is double proof! 

Look! They are like! They tally with mine own! 
Nay, there’s a pair — each in outline distinct! 

He hath been here with some companion ! 

Heel, length of tendon, all agrees with mine. 

The hope within me struggles to be born. 

And I am crazed until it come to birth. 

Or. {disclosing himself) Henceforth pay fruitful 
vows to the good Crods 
For answered prayer. 

el Wherefore stand I now 

So high in heaven’s favour? 

Or. Thou hast sight 

Of that which thou didst pray so long to sec. 

EL Know’st thou whom my soul craves of all 
the world? 

Or. I know thy heart is woe for Orestes, 

EL How have my prayers prospered ? 

Or. Here ami; 

No further seek; for I am all thou lov’st. 

EL Sir, art thou come to take me in a snare ? 

Or. An if I do, I plot against myself. 

£/. I fear you mean to mock my misery. 

Or. I jest at mine, if yours can make me merry. 

0. Axtthpu indeed Orestes? 


Or. You are slow 

To know me when you see me face to face; 

And yet this snip of hair could give you wings; 

And when you looked upon it you saw me; 

A footprint of your make was proof but now. 
Come, put the shorn tress to the shaven head; 
Look at this stufl*; ’tis of your loom; your spathe 
Smoothed it; you broidered this brave brede of 
beasts. 

Refrain thy heart, lest joy unhinge thy wits: 

For our dear kin are our most mortal foes. 

Ck Thou darling of thy father’s house; sole hope 
Of saving seed, watered with many tears! 

Now show thy mettle; win back thine own home. 
EL Thou eye that centres all sweet thoughts; 
fou^s^es I 

Composed in one; for there is none but theq 
Left to call father, and the tender love \ 

That was my mother’s ere she earned my hat|e. 
Yearns all to thee ; and all 1 felt for her \ 
Twin-sown with me and pitilessly slain ; \ 

And ever my true brother; my one name \ 

Of awe; may Power and Justice be with thee \ 
And Zeus, the greatest of the trinity. 

Or. Zeus, Zeus, be perfect witness of these woes. 
Lo, the young eagles desolate; their sire 
Dead in the tight-drawn knot, the twisted coils 
Of a fell vipcrcss. Orphans are we 
And faint, unfed; unable for the prey 
Our father took and to our eyrie bear— 

So stand I in thy sight ; so she stands, ' 

The sad Electra; fatherless children both; 

And cither’s home is outcast homelessness. 

The young of him. Thy sacrificial priest, 

A mighty honourer of Thine, if Thou 
Cut off, what hand will such rich guerdon give? 
And if the eaglets Thou destroy, there’s none 
To send and show Thy tokens among men; 

This royal stem if it be quite consumed 
Steads not Thy altars when fat bulls are slain. 

Tend it; and out of nothingness exalt 
A house that scemeth rased even with the ground. 

Ck Oh, you salvation of your father’s house. 
Hush; or some rogue, sweethearts, will hear of this 
And with his pick- thank tongue carry the tale 
To our cursed masters, whom I pray to God 
I may see fry in bubbling pinewood blaze! 

Or. Great Loxias’ word shall never play me false, 
That bade me hold upon my perilous way, 
Entoning high, and horrors freezing clod. 

To make hot livers lumps of ice, forth-telling. 

If I tracked not my father’s murderers 
As they tracked him, nor took my full revenge 
With brute, bull-fury gold cannot allay: 

My life must answer for it, charged with all 
Afflictions that can rob us of our joy. 

Of death in life, earth’s sop to malice old. 

He with dread voice in our frail hearing told; 

As foul serpigoes cankering the flesh. 

Gnawing the native wholesomeness away. 

Till all be furred with the white leprosy. 

Next, of the Haunting Furies, conjured up 
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To take full vengeance for a father’s blood, 

Seen in the dark, with horrible amaze 
Of eyes at stretch and twitch of tortured brows; 
And that black arrow winged by pining ghosts 
Of murdered kindred, madness and wild fear 
Shaped on the night to harry and hound him forth. 
Raw with the excommunicating scourge. 

He tastes not of the living cup; none spills 
With him the red wine in the banquet-hall; 

The sightless spirits of his Other’s wrath 
Forbid him every altar; none will house 
Nor lodge with him; all sweet civilities 
Denied, and no man he may call his friend, 

He dies at last, death in each part of him, 

A mummied wretch, embalmed in rottenness. 
Well— should I hearken to these oracles? 

If I do not, the deed is yet to do. 

All impulses concur to one great end ; 

A Goti’s commands, grief for my father, loss 
Of all that I am heir to, shame and scorn 
That that most famous breed in all the world. 

High hearts that humbled Troy, my noble Argivcs, 
Should knee it, like knaves, lo a pair of women; 

For he is not a man; or if he be 
The man he is he passing soon shall see. 

Ch. Ye Mighty Destinies, march on, 

God with you, till the goal be won 
Where Justice' face is set. 

“To tongue of gall the bitter word,” 

Loud is the voice of Vengeance heard. 

When she exacts the debt. 

“To dagger-hand the dagger-law,” 

“The doer quit”— ’tis an old saw 
Whose salt hath savour yet. 

Or. O father, father of our woe ! 

How can I serve thee now by word or deed ? 

From this far world what homing wind shall blow 
Where the Eternal Anchors hold thee fast? 

There thy long day is night : 

And at this gate of death where thou hast passed. 
Our grief that are of Alrcus’ royal seed 
Is all thou hast of glory and delight. 

Ch. Child, the proud spirit of the dead 
Succumbs not to the ravening tooth of fire. 

Their passions work, when life is fled: 

The mourner’s wail 
Discovers him that did the wrong. 

And l?mcntation for a murdered sire 
A hunter is, that rallies to the trail 
All dogs that e’er gave tongue. 

Or. Harken then, father, our lament, 

While at thy mounded tomb our salt tears flow; 

An alternating song, of sad concent, 

Dirgcd by thy children; suppliants that crave 
Access to thee; banned, both, from thy high hall, 
Met at the common refuge of thy grave. 

What’s here of good ? Where’s aught that is not 
woe? 

And is not Doom the master of us all? 

Ch, But God can touch the broken strings 
To melody divine; 

And for this unrejoicing round, 
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The burden of sepulchral ground, 

In the high banquet-hall of kings 
Blithe song bring in new wine. 

Or. Oh, if ’neath Ilium’s wall. 

Gashed by some Lycian spear. 

Father, thou hadst fall’n in fight. 

Then hadst thou left thy house great praise, 

And to thy children in the public ways 
Honour in the eyes of all. 

Then thine had been a sepulchre 
Builded of many hands beyond the sea. 

And easy would our burden be. 

And all its weight of earth how light! 

Ch. And in the Kingdom of the Dark, 

Welcome wert thou to souls that nobly died; 

A lord of majesty and mark. 

The cupbearer 

Of Hell’s vast Thrones; for while thou yet hadst 
breath 

Thou wast a King; and, in that Kingdom wide. 
Next them that the huge orb of Fate upbear. 

Their rod and sceptre Death! 

EL No, not on Troy’s far plain 
Would I have thee lie, interred. 

Where Scamander’s waters flow. 

With meaner men that fell to the spear. 

But none, oh, none, that was thy peer. 

Death should have first thy murderers slain; 

And, haply, we had heard 
Some far-off rumour of their dying. 

And never ate the bread of sighing 
Nor tasted of this cup of Woe. 

Ch, Thy tongue, child, tells of things more worth 
Than any weight of gold. 

Or aught of fabled bliss that’s told 
Of that far bourne beyond the bright North Star. 
So may’st thou range in fancy uncontrolled; 

But our hard hands scourge this unfeeling earth, 
And at the massy gate fast shut of old 
The summons knocks where our sole helpers are. 
They lift not white hands at heaven’s judgment bar 
W’ho triumph now, under God’s malison; 

Yea, and by this the children’s cause is won. 

Or. Oh, ’twas fledged, that word, it clave 
The dull ear that sleeps in the grave. 

Zeus, O Zeus, if Thy command 
Conjures from the Deeps below 
Ghostly Vengeance, footing slow. 

Stretching forth an arm to gripe 
Sinful soul and felon hand. 

Evil lendings, fully ripe. 

Loan and interest shall have. 

Ch. Oh, to rend the air with a shout 
When in their blood they lie. 

The woman and her mate! 

What wing of Deity 
Hovers about me and about? 

1 cannot hide this huge unrest; 

My spirit passionate 
Doth like a straining vessel breast 
The bitter blast of hate! 

El. And when will Zeus, the strong Godhead« 
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Grasp the bolt with jgrapplings dread 
To cleave their climbing crests amain? 

May firm afiiance keep our land; 

I sue for nothing at God*s hand 
But that after oppression long 
Justice walk the world again. 

Hear, Earth; and all the Chthonian throng 
Throned in the darkness of the dead 1 
Ch, It is the Law; when man’s blood falls 
Man’s blood shall pay full cess: 

With “Haro! Haro!” Murder calls 
God’s fell Erinyes, 

And in some late succeeding age 
For souls slain long ago 
Fresh horrors mount the bloody stage 
For blacker deeds of woe. 

Or. Oho! O heigh! Ye dim Dominions! 
Princedoms of Death! Ye potent malisons 
Of murdered men! Behold and see 
Of Atreus* noble tree 
The poor, the pitiful, the last 
Scantling, from home and kingly state outcast! 

Hear us, O Zeus, for we have none but Thee! 

Ch. I listen and tremble; thy cry of dole 
Fevers my heart; anon 
Faint for wanhope am I; 

It thicks my blood, it clouds my soul. 

Thy passing piteous cry! 

But when the fit is gone. 

And my fixed heart is firm to dare. 

Pain stands far ofi; and calm and fair 
And cool the brightening sky. 

E/. How move the dead ? How prosper in our plea ? 
Oh, what can wring them like our misery! 

This cloud that overhangs 
Our house, these parent-pangs? 

Traitress! She could fawn and glose, 

But she can never cheat us of our woes; 

We are her children and have wolfish fiings. 

Ck. I beat to the sound of the Arian dirging. 

Yea, to the Kissian waller’s cry; 

With wild hands lifted high and high, 

Clashing and clutching and tossing and surging; 

Faster, &ster, never ending; 

A tempest of blows on my head descending; 

And the noise, like a hammer, dinned through my 
brain; 

A passion of Sorrow, a tumult of Pain ! 

EL Oh, mother, deep in all 

Damnation! Oh, remorseless enemy! 

A king borne out to unkind burial, 

No liegeman by! 

A htisband thrust in his grave, and none 
To wail or weep or chant an orison! 

Or. Hal Did she use him so despitefully ? 

She shall aby full dearly her despite! 

With Heaven to help and hands to smite, 

III day her ip her blood and die! 

Ch. Hacked like a thief, by her that febn-wise 
Graved him; in her edid malice, that his doom 
Might insupportably thv days consume; 

These were tby other's 1^ death-agonies. 


El. They would have none of me; humbled 
and chidden, 

Like a pestilent hound, a cur unwhipped, 
Closetra up in the castle-crypt; 

There in the kennelled darkness hidden 
Freelier flowed my secret weeping 
Than ever careless laughter leaping 
When the world was gay and my heart was light. 
Brother, my wrongs in the memory write! 

Ch. Let that thy courage brace. 

Like steel-drilled marble, mortised and made one 
With thy calm heart’s unshaken base. 

Whiat’s done is done: 

But stick not till Expectancy behold 
The sequel : on ; be firm as thou art bold. 

Or. Father,^be with us! Father, thee 1 calll 
El. And I with heavy heart and streaming eyesi 
Ch. And all our many voices sound as one^ 

Rise, oh, rise. 

And feel the sun: . 

Be with us ’gainst the common enemy of all! \ 

Or. Plea shall encounter Plea, Power grappl^e 
Power! > 

EL The righteous cause, ye Gods, j udge 
righteously! 

Ch. I listen, and I shudder while ye pray: 

Destiny 
Abides alway, 

But prayer can hasten on the in vei table hour! 

Or. Oh, heritage of Grief! Incarnate Woe! 

Oh, Bloody Hand of Doom that jars the string^! 
Now is the voice of melody brought low! 

EL Oh, how they grate, these harsh chords 
Sorrow wrings! 

AIL Pang on pang, and throe on throe! 

Or. Within there is no styptic for this wound, 

And the wide world is powerless to aid ; 

By our own hands our safety must be found, 

EL Fury with fury, blood in blood be stayed. 

AIL This is our hymn to the Gods Earth-bound. 
Ch. Hear ,ye Earth dwellers all, that have 
Power and bliss beyond the grave! 

The seed of Childhood succour and save! 

Or. Father, by thy unkingly death, grant me 
In thy high house lordship and mastery! 

EL Take away my rebuke, let not men say, 
“Behold, 

Aegisthus’ chattel, marketed and sold!’’ 

Or. Then, as our fathers used, feasts shall be spread 
For thee; else at the banquets of the Dead 
Among the steaming bakemeats thou shalt pine. 

EL And of my rich dower, plenished from thy 
store, 

To thee refreshing draughts my cup s^U pour; 

First of all sepulchres I will honour thine. 

Or. Earth, grant our sire our combat sore to seel 
EL Give, Persephassa, beauteous victory ! 

Or. Think, father, of the bath, thy life-blood 
dyed. 

EL Think of the cmmiQg-net,dkc deep and wide! 
Or. In gyves, no smith e’er hammered, caught 
aiS bound! 
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el Veilings of Shame about thee, treason-wound 1 
Of. Doth not that sting thee, rouse thee from thy 
Bed? 

el Wilt not lift up thy wdl-bclovdd head? 

Of. Bid Justice rise and battle for thine own ; 

Or let us close with them, as thou wast thrown, 

If thou wouldst quell their might that dealt thee 
doom! 

EL Hear this last cry, my father, hear and save! 
Lo, the young eagles gather at thy grave; 

Pity the man-child and the woman’s womb! 

Or. Let not this seed of Pelops be destroyed I 
For then, in spite of Death, thou art not dead. 

EL Children are voices that shake off the lethe 
Of drowsy Death; yea, floats, whereby the thread 
And thin-wove line of Being is up-buoyed 
Alx)ve the swallowing gulfs that yawn beneath. 

Or. Hear for thy sake the voice of our despair; 
Thou sav’st thyself if thou receive our prayer. 

Ch. Right well have ye discoursed your argument. 
Fit homage to an evil fate unmourned. 

And now, since thou hast nerved thee for the act. 
Dare it, and put thy Fortune to the touch. 

Or. So shall it be; *tis nothing from my course 
To ask the meaning of these cups, and why 
Her after-scruple tends a cureless sorrow. 

Is Death a simpleton that she dares make 
Such poor amends? What shall I think of these 
Sorry bestowals for her huge offence? 

Why, if a man should lavish all he has 

For one least drop of blood, ’twere labour lost. 

I prithee, if thou can’st, enlighten me. 

Ck, Son, I was there; she was so shook with 
dreams 

And terrors of the night, her wicked heart 
So scared, she tremblingly despatched these cups. 
Or. Told she her dream? 

Ch. She did; “Methought” 

she cried 

“I was delivered of a viper!” 

Or. Well, 

Finish thy stexy. 

Ch. Then, as ’ twere a child. 

She hushed and wrapped it up in cradle-clothes. 

Or. And what meat craved the dragon-worm 
new hatched? 

Ch. She gave it her own breast, ay, in her dream. 

, Or. Did she so? Then I warrant her paps are sore. 

‘ Ch. It milked her, and sucked out the curded 
blood. 

Or. There was a meaning in this vision. 

Ch. She cried in her sleep and started broad 
awake. 

And all the palace-lamps, that hung blind-eyed 
In darkness, blazed up for the mistress’ sake. 

And, presently, she sends these loving-cups; 

She thinks them surgery for distempered thoughts. 

I Or. O parent earth, sepulchre of my father. 
Answer my prayer and make this dream come true! 
;In mv interpremtion all coheres. 

Fm, lodk you, if the asp came whence I came, 
p it was wound in swaddling clothes, and gap^ 


With mumbling mouth about the breast that 
nursed me. 

And mingled mother-milk with curded blood, 

By this, and by her shriek that saw the dream, 

Then, as she gave suck to a devilish thine, 

She dies in her blood ; and I am dragon-£nged 
To kill her as the dream would have me do. 

Ch. Oh, good ; your reading of it contents me well;. 
And Heaven fulnl it; but give us first some clew: 
Which shall be actors here and who look on. 

Or. In sooth, a simple story : she must within, 

And it shall be your charge to cloak my plot. 

So, as their treason slew a royal man, 

They may be tricked and the same noose they rove 
Strangle themselves, even as Loxias spake, 

Apollo, Prince and Prophet ne’er found false. 

My guise a traveller, all my traps complete, 

With Pylades here I’ll to the pa^ce-gates. 

As a friend of the house— trusty— oh, true as steel! 
And he and I will talk Parnassian, 

Mimic the parle of Phocis for the nonce. 

*Tis like enough their varlcts will not smile 
A welcome, there’s such devilment within. 

No matter ; we will wait ; and passers-by 
Will say “How comes it /^gisthus denies 
A stranger, if he be not gone abroad?” 

But once across the threshold of the court, 

And if 1 find him on my father’s throne. 

Or he come anon and look me in the flicc. 

Hell gapes for him, down drop his dastard eyes, 

Ere he can quaver “What’s your country?” I 
Will spit him on my sword a carcase for crows. 

And then Erinys, that stints not her cups, 

Shall quaff full healths of slaughter unallayed. 

Go, sister; have an eye to all within, 

That nothing in our business go agley. 

(To the cHOKvs) 

And sec that ye oflend not with your tongue; 

Speak, or say nothing, as occasion serves. 

{To pylades) 

Hither to me: second me with thine eye; 

Put mettle in my heart and point my sword. 

Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

Chorus 

The tribes of earth are fierce and strong; 

And in the arms of ocean throng 
The monster enemies of man; 

Prom highest heaven’s noonday throne 
Flashes and falls the thunderstone 
On four-foot beast and feathered clan ; 

Yea, and remember the hurricane 
With his cloak of wrath outblown. 

But the pride of man’s spirit what tongue can tell, 
Or woman’s unruly desires, that fell 
And hungry flock that feed on death? 

These lawless yearnings of the blood 
That master wanton womanhood 
Corrupt sworn troth with venal breath 
And break the bond that comfbrteth 
Man and beast in field and iSood, 
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Is that a fetch of thought beyond thy wing? 
Learn of the plot that ill-starred Thestias fired, 
And her own child’s untimely death conspired, 
Casting into the fiame 
The rusty brand, of his nativity 
Prime comrade and coeval, numbering 
His minutes, from that hour when with a cry 
Forth from her womb he came 
To the last day appointed him to die. 

Or wist ye not of the girl-murderess 
Whose infamy yet lives in legend old? 

That for a carcanet of Cretan gold. 

King Minos’ gift, by foes 
Suborned, delivered up a well-loved head? 
Stealing from Nisus the immortal tress, 

What time— Oh, heart of dog!— in his noon- 
bed 

Breathing he lay in deep repose; 

And Hermes drew him down among the dead. 

But since old sorrows I recall 
That suck no balm from honeyed shower, 
Pour out to brim the cup of gall 
The sanguine wine of wedlock sour. 

Oh, bid them from thy hall 
And bid them from thy bower 
These dark imaginings of woman’s wit 
Against her warrior, 

Whose mien the foe with darkness smit. 

The majesty of war. 

Bright shines the hearth were no fierce passions 
throng 

And woman’s valour when she shrinks from 
wrong. 

So in the roll of antique time 
Her primacy black Lemnos bears; 

Her shame is cried in every clime; 

And all that horror dreads or dares 
Of that cursed Lemnian crime 
The sable likeness wears. 

She feels the ache of God’s most grievous ban: 

And her despis^ race 
Under the general scorn of man 
Is gone to their own place. 

That which displeases God none holds in awe; 
What cite I here that contradicts His law? 

There is a sword, whose biting thrust 
God’s Law drives home; plunged to the hilt 
Clean through the naked heart; for guilt 
Lies not down-trodden in the dust 
That men may trample as of right 
On all that’s holy in God’s sight. 

Now Justice’ anvil standeth fast; 

The Armourer, Doom, beats out her blade; 
Within is privily conveyed 
A Child that quits the bloody past; 

That true-born Child Erinys brings; 

Dark are her deep imaginings. 


Before the Palace orestbs and pylades. chorus. 
Or. Boy! Boy! Do you hear me knock? What, 
boy, I say! 

Whos’s there? Open, if in Aegisthus’ halls 
Be welcome for a stranger. 

Doorf^eper. Ay, have done! 

I hear ye. What’s your country, and whence 
come you ? 

Or. Announce me to your masters; I bring news 
Meant for their car. And set about it quickly; 

For now the chariot of night comes on 
Darkling; it is the hour when travel casts 
Anchor in hostelries and roadside inns. 

Let one of charge and consequence come forth — 
Some worthy dame, or, stay, a man were best; 

For then nice manners need not overcast I 
Frank speech ; a man is to his brother man \ 

Open in converse, free without offence. \ 
CLYTAEMNESTRA appears at the Palace-door wkh 

ELECTRA. \ 

CL Sirs, what’s your will ? Here is such entir- 
tainment \ 

As fits my house; warm baths, an easy couch ' 

For tired limbs, and looks of honest welcome. 

But if there’s graver business to despatch. 

That’s men’s concern and they must hear of it. 

Or, I come from Phocis; I am a Daulian ; 

And on the road with mine own merchandise 
To Argos here, which is my journey’s end, 

A man to me unknown, as 1 to him. 

Met me, enquired my way and told me his; 
Strophius the Phocian, as appeared anon. 

“Sir” quoth he, “since you are travelling to Argos, 
Do me the service to inform his parents 
Their son Orestes is no more; forget not; 

And whether they decide to have him home. 

Or leave him ours for ever, bury him 
In his adopted land, bring word again. 

Meantime, his urn clips in its brazen round 
The ashes of a man right nobly mourned.” 

That was his message; whether chance-delivered 
To w hom it concerns, w'ho may herein command, 

I cannot tell; but they whose son he is 
Must surely be apprised of it. 

CL Oh me! 

How are we stormed upon, broke, breached, 
despoiled I 

Unmastered curse of our unhappy house 

How wide thy rangel Things out of reach thy bolt 

Brings down from far, and thou dost pluck from me 

To the last hair all, all, that 1 hold dear I 

And now Orestes; he that thought to plant 

His foot out of the mire of muddy death. 

The hope that physicked this debauch of blood. 
Pricked in thy roster answers to his name. 

Or. Would I had better news to recommend me 
To my so honourable entertainers 
And grace their proffered welcome. What can warm 
Hie heart like kindness betwixt host and guest? 

And yet it had been wicked to my thinking 
Not to discharge an office laid on me 
Both by my pledged word and your courtesy. 
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Cl Oh, not for that will we scant your deserts 
Or make you the less welcome to our house. 

Another had brought these tidings, if not thou. 

But it is time that day-long travellers 
Find full suppliance for the weary road. 

{To elfxtra) 

Do you bestow him in the men’s guest-chambers. 

His company and all his retinue. 

Let them be treated as becomes our house; 

And be it done as you shall answer it. 

ELKCTRA, ORESTES UTld PYLADES CntCT thc PolaCC, 

These news we will impart unto our lord; 

And he and I, with help of our good friends. 

Take counsel touching this calamity. 

CLYTAEMNESTRA folloWS, 

Ch, Content I Content 1 Oh, when shall we, 

Dcar’st handmaidens, full lustily 
Orestes’ triumph-song resound? 

Majestic earth! Thou cliff high -shored. 

Whose shadow sleeps on the longships’ lord, 

Give car and send us present aid ! 

Now is the hour of combat knolled. 

And Parley, with the tongue of gold, 

In guile unguessed moves darkly dight. 

And Nether Hermes cloaked in Night 
Shall watch this grim and bloody round 
Fought to the death with naked blade. 

The N URSE is seen passing within^ 
Thc mischief works! His hand is in, our guest 1 
Orestes’ nurse, all tear-bedabbled; Hist 1 
Where steps Kilissa at thc dark entry. 

Unsalaried Sorrow all her company ? 

The NURSE comes to the door. 
Nurse, Why, I am bidden by my lady run 
And fetch Aegisthus; she’ll have this confirmed; 
And man to man before it has time to cool 
They are to piece it out. Among her slaves 
She wears a knitted brow, but in her eyes 
Lurks laughter for this finish and fair close 
Other much care; though ’tis of care compact 
For us, this traveller’s tale that cleft my heart. 

Ah, God, when he has heard it, probed and proved. 
How will his spirit dance for joy. 

Heigh-ho! 

Sorrows bygone, ill with worse ill confounding, 

Thc long, sick agonies of Atreus’ line, 

Did, in the coming of them, wring my heart. 

But none of them were half so grievous-heavy. 

And I found patience to bear them all. 

But my dear Orestes, spendings of my soul, 

Whom I took from his mother’s womb, nursed in 
my lap. 

And at his peevish piping broke my rest. 

And was so patient with him, trudge and drudge, 
And get no thanks. ’Tis but a witless thing. 

We have to nurse, no whelp more whimsical. 

It can’t speak plain, a weanling in long clothes; 
Woo’t drink? woo’t cat? make water, woo’t? God 
made 

he little belly a law unto itself. 

[would divine his wants, and oft as not 
jo wrong; and fall to washing dirty napkins, 
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Laundress and nurse too, all for my sweet babe. 

Oh, turn and turn about, I plied both trades 
When I took Orestes from his father’s arms. 

Alack, and now they tell me he is dead; 

And I must get me to this dunghill dog 
Will take my tidings with a greedy car. 

Ch, How did she bid him come— in what array? 
Nu, How? Say’t again: I do not understand thee. 
Ch, Or with his bodyguard or unattended? 

Nu, She bade him bring his Yeomen of thc Guard 
Ch. Never deliver to the brute her message! 

Tell him to come alone, that he may hear 
From lips unavved; say, “quickly, cheerly come!” 

A tale that’s warped oft straightens in the telling! 
Nu, Dost mean that these are welcome news 
to thee? 

Ch, ’Tis an ill wind Zeus cannot turn to good. 

Nu, Good ? And our hope, our dear Orestes dead? 
Ch, ’Twere no mean prophet could expound my 
text. 

Nu, What mean’st? Hast aught that squares not 
with the tale? 

Ch, Run ! Take thy message, do as thou art bid : 
Safe in Heaven’s flands is all that touches Heaven. 
Nu, Well, I will suffer ye to have it so; 

And by thc bounty of God may all end well. 

Exit NURSE 

Chorus 

Father of Heaven, hear me in this hour; 

Raise up a fallen house; vouchsafe to bless 
Hearts that thirst and eyes that ache 
To sec the Face of Soothfastness. 

Justice is all the plea 1 make; 

Uphold it with thc Hand of Power, 

Oh, Zeus! Him in yon house of kings 
Prefer above his enemies. 

And he shall bring Thee free-will offerings, 

With triple lauds and threefold sacrifice. 

’Tis but a Colt, bethink Thee, sired of One 
Beloved, that’s linked to the Iron Car of WocI 
Collect those fiery paces! Mete 
Thc measure of his stride, that so 
With steady rhythm of galloping feet 
He break not till thc course be run! 

Ye Dwellers of the inmost shrine, adorned 
With vessels of fine gold. 

Hearken I Ye Gods, that with us wept and 
mourned! 

Cancel with fresh Doom the blood of old 
Shed guiltily, till all's undone! 

Nevermore, come Time, come Tide, 

In the House where Ye abide 
Grizzled Murder get a Son! 

God of the Grot, thc vaulted Fane, 

Give these blind walls back their sight! 

Make them Man’s fair home again! 

Give them Freedom! Give them Light! 
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Through this dark Veil, of Thy Grace, 

Make them show a shining we! 

Meet is it Maia*$ child with subtlest craft 
Our dubious venture speed: 

Is none so deft, so nimble4ight, to waft 
To port the hazard of a dextrous deed! 

He opens or shuts with “Yea” and “Nay” 

The gold of His hid Treasury; 

His Word is night to the seeing eye, 

And darkness in the broad noonday. 

Then, for deliverance from Despair, 

For a steady breeze and strong, 

We*ll harp and sing to a merry air 
The mumping witch-wives* song: 

“The ship rides free; come, fill my lap; 

Put money in my purse; 

Largesse, fair Sirs, for your good hap 
^d the boon of a broken Curse.*’ 

Thou to the deed march boldly on; 

And, when thou hear’st her cry, “My Son” 
Answcr-““Not thine!”— and with one blow 
In blameless blood-guilt blot this Woe! 

On! Lest a word should win thee, 

A look break down thy guard; 

Harden the heart within thee 
As Perseus* heart was hard! 

Make stern amends; relent not; 

Doth the wronged ghost forgive? 

Relax not— pause, repent not! 

They ask it^that yet live! 

Strike, strike for Hate’s allaying, 

The House of Hate within, 

And with one sinless Slaying 
Slaughter the Seed of Sin! 

Enter aegisthus. 

AegUthus, I come not here unasked ; a m^ge 
reached me; 

I’m told there’s a strange rumour, certain men, 

Our guests, have brought, little to pleasure me; 
Orestes’ death. That were with a fresh load 
To chafe a sore that runs with fears unstaunched. 
And open bygone Murder’s aching scars. 

Shall I concede it true? Looks* t forth clear-eyed? 

Or null and void as woman’s vain alarms; 

A flight of sparks that presently come to nought? 
What canst thou tell me that shall clear my doubt? 
Ch, Only that we have heard it; go within: 
Question the strangers, man to man; there lies 
The marrow and pith of all the news e’er brought. 
Ae, ril see this messenger and question him 
Again, if he was present at the death; 

Or vents a tale that hath no substance in it. 

Tlicy that would steal my wits first steal my eyes. 

Exit, 


Ch, Open my lips, order my |»ayersarightt 
O God above! 

Give them the strength, the breadth, the depth, 
the height. 

Of my exceeding love! 

Now on die soilure of one slaughterous sword 
Hangs Doom and Death 
For all the race of Agamemnon Lord; 

Or light and breath 

Of liberty on its keen edge shall glance; 

And, by those brandished fires. 

He shall possess a Kingdom’s governance 
And the glory of his sires. 

And, in this gest, a solitary knight. 

Two crafty foes grips he. 

Even Orestes, girt with a hero’s might; 

God give him Victory! 

A skrie!^ is heard untkin the Palace. 
Hark!— Hush!— which way j 

Went the battle ? What is Heaven’s will, < 

O House, for thee this day ? ' , 

Let’s go aside that in this dark event A 
It may be thought that we are innocent : ' 

What’s done is done; or be it good or ill. 

The Inner Court. 

Door/(eeper. Alas, my master! Oh, my lord, 
Aegisthus! 

A bloody, bloody end! Open! Be quick! 

Unbar the women’s gates! Muscle and brawn. 
Mettle of manly youth, we need you now. 

But not— God help us— for the helpless dead! 

Ho there, within! Oho! 

’Tis shouting to the deaf; they arc asleep; 

They heed me not! Where’s Clytaemnestra? 

What 

Doth she? Fore God, her neck is for the knife; 

Yea, by the hand of Judgement she must fall! 

Enter clytaemnestra. 

CL What’s this? Why do you keep this bawling 
here? 

Doorkeeper, The dead have come to life and slain 
the quick. 

CL Ah, God ! Ah, God ! I read your riddle; we 
Are to perish even as we slaughtered him, 

Tricked and betrayed! Bring me a battle-axe! 

We’ll know if we mount high or fall full low; 

I touch the bound and bourn of all my woe. 

ORESTES, pylades with him. 
Or. I am come to fetch thee; thy fellow hath his 
fill. 

CL Oh— my dear’st love— Aegisthus— dead 
— dead — dead! 

Or, Thou lov’st him ? Good ! Then thou shalt 
lie with him 

In ’s grave ; there thy false heart can never betray him. 
CL Oh, hold thy hand I My child— my babi^ 
—look here! 

My breast; be tender to it; thy soft gunK 
Did in thy drowzc so often drink its milk. 

Or, Pylades, what now? Shall 1 be tender to her? 
Pylades, What then were Loxias’ prophesyings 
worth, 
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His holy oradesF Wi^t oaths deep^ornP 
Better the world thine enemy than Heaven! 

Or, Hiou art my better mind ; thou counsellest 
well. 

Come here; I mean to sky thee where he lies, 
Whom thou didst count a better than my father. 
Sleep with him in death since thou lov*$t him, 
and hat*st 

Him whom thou oughtest truly to have loved. 

CL I nursed thee; 1 would kin grow old with 
theel 

Or. What? Kill my kther and make thy home 
with mel 

CL Destiny, dear child, was partner in my guilt. 
Or. And Destiny accomplished thy doom. 

CL Child, fear’st thou not a mother’s malison ? 
Or. Mother! You cast me out to misery! 

CL Not cast thee out. They were our trusty 
friends! 

Or. You basely sold me, born a free man’s son. 

CL Where is the price that I received for thee? 
Or. 1 am ashamed to tell thee openly. 

CL Nay, do; but leave not out thy father’s sins! 
Or. He wrought for thee while thou sat’st safe at 
home. 

CL ’Tis nature, child ; unmanned we ache and 
pine. 

Or. Tliey win ye bread that ye may eat at ease. 
CL Is it even so ? Child, wilt thou slay thy 
mother? 

Or. Thou slay’st thyself, it is not I that kill thee. 
CL Beware the ban-dogs of a mother’s fury ! 

Or. Except 1 do this how shall 1 ’scape my 
father’s? 

C/. I am like one that cries to the deaf grave 1 
Or. My father’s fate strikes thee with airs of 
death. 

CL Thou art the aspic I brought forth and 
nursed! 

Or. Thy fearful dream was prophet of thy woe, 
And thy foul sin pays forfeit in thy sorrow. 
ORESTES drags in CLYTAEMNESTRA,yb//oM/ed by 

PYLADES. 

Chorus 

Oh, my heart's heavy even for their fall. 

But since the gory edifice of woe 
Orestes copes and crowns; ’tis better so 
Than he be quenched who was the eye of all. 

There came on Priam’s sons at last • 

Judgement and Retribution sore: 

There came two Lions wrapped in one tawny hide 
To Agamemnon’s house, yea, two-fold War. 

But, warned at Pytho, furious and fast, 

The banished man drove on amain, with God for 
Guide. 

Shout! Shout, Ho! with a jubilant rouse! 

Shout for my lord and my lord’s house 
Delivered from evil; from the twain that defiled 
His hearth and his substance squandered 1 


Farewell, the lone, the trackless wild. 

The waste of Woe we wandered ! 

Came He that loves the dark surprise 
Deep Retribution subtly planned; 

And Zeus* own Daughter in this combat dire 
Her finger kid on the avenger’s hand; 

Men call her Justice— on her enemies 
She vents the blast of her consuming ire. 

The Voice of Loxks, 

In great Parnassus’ rocky cavern heard, 

The word of guile where no guile was. 

Though long deferred. 

Hath come to pass. ^ 

The power of God can never pass away 
Because no evil thing is holp thereby; 

Meet is it, then, we worship and obey 
His governance Whose Hand sustains the starry 
sky. 

The dawn breaks fair; the night is spent; 

The bit is loosed and bridle unbound; 

Rise, walls! Rise, tower and battlement, 

Ye shall no more lie levelled to the ground. 

And it shall not be long 

Ere pardoning Time, the world’s great Hierarch, 
Sl^ll pass with sound of charming song 
These portals dark. 

Absolve the wrong, 

And break the spell that bound them, utterly. 
Fortune shall throw a main and sweep the brard; 

And we shall see her face and hear her cry; 

’’Here will I make my home, to your fair house 
restored.” 

The scene discovers orestes and pylades 
standing over the dead bodies of clytaemnbstra 

and AEG1STHUS. 

Or. Behold the tyrants that oppressed your knd, 
Skyers of fathers, plunderers ot kings’ houses. 

But now they kept great state, seatra on thrones; 
Yea, and, methinks, they yet Uc lovingly 
In death, true honourers of their oath and bond. 
They sware that they would kill my father, sware 
To die together, and were not forsworn. 

Behold, ye judges of their heinous crimes. 

The thing they wrought, the links that bound my 
father. 

Gyves for his wrists and fetters for his feet. 

Shake it abroad, stand round me in a ring. 

Hang out these trappings, that a father’s eye 
Not mine, but he that watcheth all the world, 
Helios, may view my mother’s handiwork; 

Ay, and hereafter testify for me 
That justly I pursued even to the death 
My mother; I reck not Aegisthus’ end; 

For by the law the adulterer shall die. 

But she that hatched this horror for her lord. 

By whom she went with child, carried the load 
Of sometime love— but this tells you ’twas hate! 
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What? Had she conger’s teeth or adder’s fangs, 

She had corrupted where her tooth not bit, 

So absolute was she in iniquity. 

How shall I name this right and use fair words? 
Trap for a beast? Clout for a dead man’s feet? 

A towel is’t? Fore God, a trapper’s toil; 

A noose; a gown that trips the wearer up; 

Some rascal publican might get one like it. 

That robs his guests for a living; ay, with this. 

Put scores away and feel no cold fit after. 

I pray God one like her may never house 
With mc~rd liefer go childless to my grave. 

Ch. Aiai! the woeful work! This hideous death 
Ends thee; thy pride and all thy passions cold; 

For him that yet must draw this lethal breath 
The flower of suffering begins to unfold. 

Or. Was this her work or not? This proves it, this 
Robe, sullied with Aegisthus’ dagger-plunge. 

The tinct of murder, not the touch of Time 
Alone, hath— here and here— spoiled its rich brede. 
I’ll praise and mourn him now, I was not by 
To mourn and praise, with his death-robe before 


Sad act, sad end, thrice-wretched race, triumph 
No man need envy, soilurc of my soul. 

Ch. Time grants not our so perishable clay 
Bliss that endures or glory that shall last; 
Heaviness wears the instant hour away. 

Or it will come before the next be passed. 

Or. Mark this: for I know not where it will end. 
Dragged like a driver of hot, headlong horses 
Quite from the track; beaten and borne afar 
By break-neck thoughts; fear at my heart, at 
stretch 
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s. Not without strong compunction did I deal 
So ruefully with her that gave me life. 

I am a wanderer now, I have no friends, 
i? But live or die, this shall be told of me. 

Ch. Thou hast done well ; let words of evil note 
Be far from thy lips: give not ill fancies speech. 

Thou hast delivered all the land of Argos; 

Sawn off with one sword-sweep two dragon-heads. 

, Or. Ha I Ha! 

Women, they come about me— Gorgon shapes. 
Sheeted in grey— clasped round with scaly folds 
Of intertwisted snakes,— away I away I 
ith Ch. True son to thy father, what fantastic 

; thoughts 

i Arc these ? Stand fast 1 thou hast triumphed : fear 

for nought. 

t, this Or. These fearful torments are no phantasies; 

These are the leashed sleuth-hounds my mother 
slips! 

brede. Ch. Because the blood is fresh upon thy hands, 
Therefore this sudden frenzy rocks thy soiil. 

3rc Or. Apollo!Prince!Look, look!— They come 

in crowds, \ 

)h And from their eyeballs blood drips horribly! 

Ch. Haste thee where cleansing is! To LoxiasI 
Hold fast to him and find deliverance ! 

Or. Ye see them not, but I see them; they turn 
Upon me! Hunt me forth! Away! Away! 

He rushes out. 

:nd, Ch. Fair Fortune go with him ; God be his Guide ; 
God keep him ceaselessly, and send him peace! 


There rose Three Winds and shook thee, sad palace 
where Power sat throned. 


To strike up the grim tune, whereto ’twill dance. 
While I am in my senses, I protest 
I slew not, friends, my mother save with cause. 

My father’s blood upon her, and Heaven’s hate. 

1 lay it on the charm that made me bold ; 

On Pytho’s prophet, Loxias, that charged 
Me do the deed, and sware to hold me guiltless 
If done; if not, I sink the consequence: 

No bolt ere shot can hit that height of suffering. 
And now behold and sec how I am furnished 
With branch and wreath, and, thus apparelled, go 
To earth’s great nombril-precincts, Loxias’ ground. 
And that famed fount of indestructible fire. 
Kin-murder’s outlaw; at no hearth but His 
Did Loxias bid me look for sanctuary. 

Hereafter let all Argives bear me out 


And now the third bloweth over, the last that the 
first atoned. 

The First Wind came with crying of children slain 
long ago; 

Long, long was it a-dying, the Thyestean Woe! 

The next Wind swept with slaughter, but not by 
the focman’s sword ; 

All bloody was the water that laved Achaia’s lord. 

Now the Third Storm hath struck thee from the 
vast of an infinite gloom; 

Shall I hail thee Wind of Deliverance, or art thou a 
blast of doom ? 

Oh, when will thy course be finished, when wilt 
thou change and cease, 

And the stormy heart of Havoc be lulled into 

lasting peace? Exeunt. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

The Prophetess Chorus of Furies 

Apollo Athena 

Orestes The Judges 

The Ghost of Clytaemnestra Escort 


Delphi, Brforethe Temple of Apollo, 

Prophetess 

Before all Gods my punctual prayer prefers 
Gaia, first Prophetess; Themis next her, 

Who did succeed her Mother in this seat 
Oracular, as some have told us; third 
In order, by her free, unforced consent. 

Sat here another Titaness, Chthon*s child, 

Phoebe; and she gave it a birthday^gift, 

To Phoebus, who took on him Phoebe’s name. 

From his still mere, his craggy Delian Isle, 

On Pallas* shore, the port of ships, debarked, 

Hither he came, to this Parnassian grot; 

With fair conduct and worship and great laud 
From Hephaestus* sons, that hewed his path, and 
made 

The unreclaimed and savage region tame. 

Rich honours had he here from the simple folk 
And from Delphos, their prince and governor. 

And Zeus possessed him of his mystery, 

And planted him fourth seer upon this throne; 
Prophet of Zeus is Loxias, Son of Sire. 

These are the gods of prefatory prayer. 

But Pronaan jPallas hath prime mention, too; 

Their lauds the Nymphs of the Corycian Rock, 
Hollow birds love, repair of Deities; 

The wild is Bromius’ chace, never forgot. 

Since His Divinity captained the Bacchanals 
And toiled King Pentheus like a mountain hare. 

On Pleistus’ Fountain and Poseidon’s Force 
I call, and highest Zeus, All- Per fee ter, 

Ere I go in and take my prophet- throne. 

And now good hap all heretofore excelling 
Wait on my going in, and every Greek, 

By lot admitted and old custom-law. 

J deal mine answers as the God me guides. 

She enters the Shrine but returns almost immediately. 
Horrors past speech, horrors I durst not look on. 
Have driven me forth again from Loxias’ House 1 
My limbs failed me; I could not stand upright; 

On hands and knees I scrambled along the ground I 
Fear makes us old wives naught, helpless as babes. 

As I was passing toward the wreath-hung shrine 
I saw a man right at the Nombril-Stone, 

He did pollute, sit like a suppliant; blood 
Dripped from his hands; he held a naked sword 
And a high-branched and leafy olive bough, 


With a great flock of wool all meekly tied; 

A silvery fleece; of that I am very sure. 

And over against the man a company 
Of awesome women sound asleep on thrones; 

And yet not women; rather Gorgon-shapes; 

And yet not Gorgons neither by their mien. 

I have seen pictures of She-things that snatched 
At Phineus’ feast; but these, methought, were all 
Wingless and black and made my blo^ run cold. 
They snored with blasts I dared not draw anigh. 

And from their eyes let ooze an evil rheum; 

Their garb no vestment for the marble Gods 
Nor fit to carry to the homes of men.- 
I never saw the kindred or the tribe 
Of this strange fellowship, nor know the land 
Could breed them and not sorrow for their birth. 
Let this be looked to by great Loxias. 

Prophet and leech and portent-reader. He; 

In homes not His the Purgatorial Power. Exk. 

The TempU'doors open^ disclosing all that the 
Prophetess has described, apollo stands over 

ORESTES. 

Apollo, My word is passed : I never will forsake 
thee. 

Thy guardian to the end, close at thy side. 

And far away not tender to thy foes. 

These ogreish maws are muzzled now, thou seest; 
These cursbd carlines cast into a sleep; 

Old barreners, the early get of Time, 

Ne’er clasped in love by God or man or brute. 

For Evil’s sake brought forth, since Evil came. 

The Dark their pale, and Tartarus ’neath the world; 
Fiends loathed of flesh and of Olympian Gods. 
Natheless, fly thou and never faint thy heart; 

For they will drive thee over continents. 

Treading for evermore the travelled earth. 

And over the sea and cities far enisled. 

Weary not ere thy warfare come; chew not 
The cud of fearful phantasy: Get thee 
To Pallas* Town; there clasp her statua, 

And we will find thee Judges of thy cause. 

And frame sooth speeches that shall work like 
charms 

For evermore deliverance from thy sorrow. 

I speak, tliat bade thee strike thy mother down. 
Orestes, O Prince Apollo, Thou know*st to do 
right; 
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Let not thy lore, oblivious, lapse from use 
lliy puissance to effect is my sure bond. 

Ap, 1 charge thee, think on that: fril not from 
fear. 

He turns to the statue of Hermes, 
And thou, My blood-brother, My Father’s Son, 
Hermes, be Thou his Keeper; prove Thy Name, 
Great Guide: be Pastor of my sheep that cries 
To me; Zeus careth for the castaway, 

With Thy fair escort sent among mankind. 

Exit ORESTES. APOLLO retires into the Sanctuary, 
Enter the Ghost of glytaemnestra. 
Ghost of Glytaemnestra 

Sleep then: Sleep on! And whereto serve your 
slumbers? 

I only must endure your contumely 
In death: the rebuke of my assassination 
Clings to me yet among unbodied ghosts; 

A vagabond, an outcast! Let me tell ye 
They lay a sore indictment to my charge. 

And for these fearful wrongs, mine own dealt me. 
Not one of all the Invisible Powers is wroth, 

Though mine own child lifted his hand against me! 
Look at these wounds! Behold them with thy 
heart! 

When the soul sleeps the inward eye is bright: 

No glance of Fate is glimpsed in the waking day. 
Times without number at my hand ye lapped 
Your draughts not mixed with wine, abstemious 
cups; 

Your solemn midnight suppers I have roast 
At mine own hearth, when no God else is served. 
And vet all this is trampled in the dust; 

And nc is fled, gone like a fleet-foot fawn. 

As lightsome leapt the toils, and laughs full loud. 
Give ear! For I have pled for soul, for life. 

For being! Wake, Goddesses of the Deep! 

A dream that once was Glytaemnestra calls. 

A noise of whining 

Whimper and whine, but you have lost your man. 
He hath his friends, and they are not like mine. 

Whining 

Thou sleepst too sound ; thou car’st not for my 
wrong; 

Orestes that spilled his mother’s blood flits free. 

Growling 

Thou snarling slug-a-bed ! Wilt not get up? 

What hast thou done but evil since time was? 

Growling 

Weariness and Sleep, the arch-conspirators. 

Have stolen the fell Dragon’s strength away! 

Two sharp howls 

A Fury (still asleep). There, there, there, there! 
Ware, hound ! 

Ghost, Thou hunt’st the hart in dream, and like 
a dog 

That ne’er hath done, criest on the trail in sleep. 
What would’st be at? Up, lest sloth master thee 
And with its dull balm numb the nerve of pain. 

Ache with that inward anguish thou dost owe. 

Hie rankle of remorse, stern virtue’s barb ! 

Let loose on him thy breath, that reeks hot blood! 


Dry him up with smoke! Blast him with fire thy 
beUy! 

Make this &ult good and follow to his fall! 

She rushes out. 

Chorus Leader, Rouse all ! Rouse her— and her ! 
And ni rouse thee! 

Sleep’st? Get thee up! Shake off the shackling 
sleep! 

Let’s see if we have jeopardied our chase! 

1. Undone! Undone! 

Oho! Oho! 

We are shamed! We are shentl 

2. I have hunted my woe! 

3. Ah, sister, and I, 

And all of our cry! 

Balked, baffled and foiled; 

We panted and toiled, 

As hounds on the trail, 

While the thicket he kept, 

But the deer leaped the pale— 

4. While I slumbered and slept! 

X. A thief and a knave 

Art thou, Zeus* Son! 

2. Our ancientry 
Thy youth hath o’er-runi 

3. The suitor finds grace 
At thy hands this day! 

The wicked one. 

The matricide, 

That Heaven defied, 

Thou of Heaven’s high race 
Hast stolen away — 

4. And was this wdl done? 

Chorus 

It is a knotless cord that cuts me most, 

A phantom smart, 

A charioteer of Dream, a chiding Ghost, 

Hath wrung my heart! 

I have been whipped ; I stiffen at the stake, 

A public show; 

The hangman’s knout hath stung me with dull 
ache. 

Blow upon blow! 

‘Tis the new fashion, their just heritage 
They count too small. 

They must engross, these godlings come of age. 
They will have all! 

And we must see the world’s great Nombril-Stonc 
Spout blood, aghast! 

Polluting purples desecrate a throne. 

Whose gules shall last! 

Blind Seer! Himself infects His Holy Seat; 

With obscene unction mires 
His inmost Altar, whose hearth-embers heat 
Prophetic fires. 

Self' bidden, self-impelled. 

Against Heaven’s Law He hath rebelled, 

A dying cau^ He honoureth 
And immemorial Rights conagns to death! 
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He hath become abomioable to me! 

Nor shall to the end of Time 
Cast loose whom He hath bound to Him, go free, 
The Patron God of Crime! 

Where one takes soil, a thousand cursed 
Miscreants shall follow on the first, 

Set their unholy feet upon his head. 

Trampling His sanctuary with unquiet tread I 

Enter apollo, with his bow and quiver of arrows. 
Ap* Out! 1 command you! Fast and fiister yeti 
Avoid My precincts! Quit Mine oracle! 

Or take with ye a winged adder sheen. 

Shot from My bow that’s strung with golden wire. 
And with the pang puke up black froth of men, 

The retchy gobbets thou hast sucked from 
slaughter! 

Ye do presume when ye come near My house; 

Ye should be with chopped heads and gouged-out 
eyes. 

Dooms, executions, maimed virilities, 

Boy-eunuchs, mutilations, whittled trunks, 
Stonings, deep groans and agonizing shrieks. 

Spines spiked on iron pales! Now have ye heard 
Your horrible regale, that makes Gods hate ye. 

Your dainty dish? Ay everything about ye 
Betokens it. In some blood-bolting den 
Of lions hutch and house; but rub not off 
Your foul, infectious hides in my rich fane; 

Go griesly goats! Get hence, unshepherded! 

No son 01 Heaven would deign to pasture ye! 

CL Now listen to our answer, King Apollo! 

Thou art —I say not the abettor of this — 

But the sole Doer; Thou and only Thou. 

Ap, How, I beseech thee? So far thou may’st speak. 
CL Thou bad’st the guestling feigned do 
matricide. 

Ap. I bade him venge his father; what of that? 

Ch. Red-handed Thou receivedst the murderer. 
Ap. I charged him haste for cleansing to My house. 
CL And dost Thou rail at them that holp him 
hither? 

Ap. Ye are not fit to enter where I dwell. 

CL It is our bounden duty and our charge. 

Ap. What dignity is this? Cry me your worth! 

CL We harry mother-murderers from men’s 
homes. 


Ap. Pursuehimthenandmultiply thy travail 
CL Breathe no abridgement of my majesty. 

Ap. Nay, were it tenoned me I’d none of it. 

CL Great art thou, ranked no lower than 2«us* 
chair. 

Ha! I smdl mother-blood! It leads me on 
To vengeance: 1 will hunt the miscreant down! 

The CHORUS rissh out. 
Ap. I will protect him, and draw him out of harm. 
Dreaded of men and feared in Heaven is the wrath 
Of him that sues for grace, if I forsake him. 

A year or perhaps longer passes: the scene 
changes to Athens and the Shrine ofPaUas^ 
whose image stands in front of the stage. 
ORESTES, weary f with bleeding feet. 

Or. Athena, Queen, by Loxias* command 
I am here; be kind; receive a runagate. 

But not a recreant with uncleansed hands. 

My guilt grows dull, the edge of it worn down 
On hearths not mine and the highways of the world. 
Across wide continents, over the sea. 

To Loxias’ oracular command 
Obedient, I am come unto Thy house. 

Yea, to Thy holy Statua, Goddess, 

Here will I harbour and abide Thy Doom. 

He crouches down and clasps the mage. 

Enter the CHOWS. 

Chorus 

Aha, a palpable trace; we have him now! 

Follow this close informer’s mute record ! 

We are the hound and he is the hit fawn; 

The blood’s the trail, and we mark every drop. 

Ha! I breathe hard, this helter-skelter heaves 
My hollow flanks; we have quartered the whole 
earth. 

Across the ocean warped our wingless way 
Still close abeam, and never lost his sail 
Or here, or not far off he quaketh sore. 

The smell of man’s blood is laughter to my soul— 

A winsome reek! 

Go seek, go seek, go seek! 

Search and sound 

All this ground 

Lest the vagabond we chase 

Slip into safe hiding-place. 

And for mother-murder done 


Ap. What do ye tea wife that kills her husband? Guilty son 

CL ’Tis not so black as spilling kindred blood. Out of Law’s reach scape scot-free. 

Ap. In j urtous hags, ye make of no account There— there— there. 

High Hera’s nuptial bond and 21eus’ troth-plight: Yonder he sits! 

Cvpris the tenour of your pleading scoffs, See how he knits 

That gives to men the dearest joys flesh Imows, His arms about Her image did 

The marriage-bed a parcel is of Fate, That breathes ambrosial air! 

Hedged by a holier law than all oaths else. And doth Her succour make thee bold? 

If there be murder there, and thou relax. And do those hands implore 

Not punish, nor bend thither an angry brow, Her sentence ? That shall never be! 

I say, in kw thou canst not ban Orestes. Sorrow on thee! 

For 1 perceive ye burn with zeal ’gainst him. 

And show towards them a marvellous unconcern. Hie mother-blood those murderous hands have 
Not so the Goddess when s^wes the cause. ^ed 

Ch, Not while Time lasts will I relinquish him. Is irrecoverably SedI 
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The swallowing earth shall yield it nevermore! 

Thy life for hers; thou shalt fill me a cup 
Drawn from those veins of thine; 

Deep draughts of jellied blood I will sip and sup, 
Though bitter be the wine. 

And then, when I have sucked thy life-blood dry, 
ril drag thee down below! 

There mother’s son shall mother’s agony 
Expiate, throe for throe! 

And thou shalt see all damned souls, whilome 
Sinners ’gainst God or guest 
Or parent; and of each the righteous doom 
Shall be by thee witness^! 

For Hades is a jealous Judge of Men, 

And in His Black Assize 
The record writ with ghostly pen 
Cons with remorseless eyes. 

Or, I am made perfect in the rule of Sorrow, 

By oft occasions schooled know when to speak 
And when refrain. But on this theme I am bid 
By a most wise Preceptor ope my lips. 

The blood from off this hand fades, fallen on sleep; 
The spot of mother-murder is washed white; 

That, when ’twas fresh, on Divine Phoebus’ hearth 
Was purged away with blood of slaughtered swine. 
^Twere long to tell from that first hour all those 
I have consorted with and harmed no man. 

Now with pure lips that can no more offend 
I ask Athena, Sovreign of this realm, 

To be my helper. Hers are we then, not won 
In war, myself, my Argos and her people, 

By pact well-kept her fedaries for ever. 

If she about the parts of Libya 

Round Triton’s rapid river, her natal stream, 

Her foot advance, or veil with flowing train, 

True friend of them she loves; or Phlegra’s flats. 
Like a bold catcran, lord of his clan, surveys, 
Thence let her come— a God can hear from far — 
And from this sore distress redeem my soul. 

Chorus 

Maugre Apollo and Athena’s might 

Thou goest to {>erdition, derelict 

And damned ; no place for joy in thy lost soul; 

A calf bled white for fiends to munch, a shadow. 
Answerest thou nothing.^ Art too sick with scorn. 
My fading, for my table sanctifled ; 

My dish, not altar-slain but eaten alive? 

Hear then the bitter spell that binds thee fast. 

Come, dance and song, in linked round 1 
More deep than blithe Muse can 
We’ll make these groaning chanters sound 
Our governance over Man ! 

No parley! Give us judgement swift! 

We vex not in our wrath who spread 
White hands to Heaven uplift. 

Not unto such; he journeyeth 
Unharmed, a happy traveller 
Tlirough life to the last pause of Death: 

But to the froward soul, that seeks, 


Like him, to cloak up, if he could, 
Plague-spotted hands, with murder red, 

To such our apparition speaks. 

The faithful witness for the dead. 
Plenipotentiary of Blood 
And Slaughter’s sovran minister. 

Hear me, my Mother! Hark, 

Night, in whose womb I lay, 

Born to punish dead souls in the dark 
And the living souls in the day I 
Lo, Leto’s Lion-cub 
My right denies; 

He would take my slinking beast of the field. 
Mine, mine by mother-murder sealed. 

My lawful sacrifice. 

But this is the song for the victim slain. 

To blight his heart and blast his brain. 
Wilder and wilder and whirl him along ; \ 

This is the song, the Furies’ song, 

Not sung to harp or lyre. 

To bind men’s souls in links of brass 
And over their bodies to mutter and pass 
A withering fire! 

Long the thread Fate spun 

And gave us to have and hold 
For ever, through all Time’s texture run, 
Our portion from of old. 

Who walks with murder wood, 

With him walk we 
On to the grave, the deep-dug pit; 

And when he’s dead, he shall have no whit 
Too large a liberty ! 

Oh! this is the song for the victim slain. 

To blight his heart and blast his brain. 
Wilder and wilder and whirl him along! 

This is the song, the Furies’ song. 

Not sung to harp or lyre. 

To bind men’s souls in links of brass 
And over their bodies to mutter and pass 
A withering fire! 

When as yet we were quick in the womb. 
This for our jointure was meted ; 

And the Gods that know not Death’s doom 
Are not at our table seated; 

With us they break no bread. 

And of all their raiment shining, 

I wear nor thrum nor thread ; 

I will have no fane for my shrining! 

But when Quarrel comes in at the gate 
For the crashing of homes, when Hate 
Draweth his sword against kind. 

Ho! who shall our fleet feet bind ? 

Though he putteth his trust in his strength. 
The blood that is on him shall blind, 

And our arm overtake him at length! 
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Grave cares of public trust claim wc 
With sudden, swift appearing; 

Let hell’s contention set heaven free, 
Discharged without a hearing. 

For all the Tribe that come 

Dropping blood of kin, curse-ridden, 

Zeus stoppeth their mouths; they are dumb, 

To his high parle unbidden. 

But when Quarrel comes in at the gate 
For the crashing of homes, when Hate 
Draweth his sword against kind. 

Ho! who shall our fleet feet bind? 

Though he putteth his trust in his strength, 
The blood that is on him shall blind. 

And our arm overtake him at length! 

Glory of Man, to the azure day 
Lifted in pomp, shall pass away, 

Crumbled to ashes, a glory discrowned, 

When we come, black Spirits sable-gowned. 
Demon dancers, dour and dun, 

That step to the tunc of Malison ! 

A lusty leaper am I 

And the feet of me shod with steel 
Dint earth with doom from on high. 

And the strong limbs quake and reel. 

And the stride of the runner slackens full slow 
When 1 trample him down to the night of woe! 

He falleth and wotteth no whit of his fall, 
Wildered and lost; so sick a pall 
Like pestilence hangs o’er the soul that hath 
sinned; 

And rumours wist, like a sobbing wind. 

Loud in the land of his blindness tell 

And the stately house whereon Darkness fell, j 

A lusty leaper am I, 

And the feet of me shod with steel 
Dint earth with doom from on high, 

And the strong limbs quake and reel, 

And the stride of the runner slackens full slow 
When I trample him down to the night of woe! 

Ay, Judgement may be stayed. 

But it will come! 

Skiiled craftsmen are wc at our trade. 

Perfect in masterdom! 

Yea, and therewith our memory is good 
For all the evil under the sun; 

To Man implacable, much wooed. 

But hardly won! 

Jealous of honours indefeasible, 

Though by the Gods held in despite and scorn, 
Sundered from them by the great sink of Hell 
And sunless gulfs forlorn, 

Where who hath eyes, and who hath none 
Grope in one twilight over scraes and scars. 
And evil are the ways and dusky set the stars. 
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What man that holds life dear ’ 

But bows the knee 
In worship, yea, and shuddering fear, 

Knowing that this must be? 

By mine own lips admonished and advised 
Of Power on Law’s foundations laid, 

To me by olden Destiny demised. 

By Gods conveyed 
An absolute gift? I am the inheritress 
Of Time, and hold my fief since Time has been 
By very ancientry; not honoured less. 

Nor abject held and mean, 

Though deep in ever-during shade 
Under the sunny earth my mansion is. 

And the thick Dark of the unlamped Abyss. 

Enter athena. 

Athena. I heard a voice calling me when I chanced 
On far Scamander’s side, to enfeoff me there 
In my new land, the which the kings and captains 
Achaean quartered me from their war-spoils. 

Mine in eternal seisin absolute. 

But set apart, a gift to Theseus* sons 

Thence come I speeding not with way-worn foot, 

Or wing, but rapt on aegis rustling wide 
My harnessed colts high-couraged and my car. 

And now this visitation, though I ov/n 
No touch of fear, presents a wonder to me. 

In wonder’s name who are ye? I say to all, 

And to yon alien seated at mine image. 

Your like I know not among things create, 

Whether they be sights gazed on by the Gods 
Or aught in the similitude of man. 

But to revile deformity offends 
Good neighbourhood and much revolts from 
justice. 

Ch. Daughter of Zeus, I will in brief inform thee. 
We are Night’s children grey and grim and old; 

In Hell, our home, called maledictions dire. 

At. This tells your title and your lineage. 

Ch. Thou art yet to know our state and our high 
charge. 

At. Clearly expound and I shall quickly learn. 

Ch. Man-slayers we drive forth from the homes 
of men. 

At. Where is the bound set for the slayer’s feet? 
Ch. W’hcre gladness is clean fallen out of fashion. 
At. Is it in such wise ye beset yon man ? 

Ch. Y ea; he ’sdeigned not to shed his mother’s 
blood. 

At. Under some strong constraint of menaced 
wTath? 

Ch. Where is the goad compels to mother-murder? 
At. There be twain here, and I have heard but one. 
Ch. He is not to be bound, he will not take an oath. 
At. Ye would seem just, yet work iniquity, 

Ch. How? Tell me that! Thou art not poor in 
wisdom. 

At. Wrong shall not triumph here by force of 
oaths. 

Ch. Question him then and give a righteous 
judgment. 
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At* WhatP Would ye leave the issue in my hands? 
Ou Yea, for Thine own worth and Thy wor- 
shipful Sire. 

At. Sir, what hast thou to answer touching this? 
Tdl me thy land, thy lineage and all 
Thy griefs; and then speak in thine own defence. 

If that thou look*st for judgement; for that cause 
Harbourest at my hearth; all rites performed, 

A grave appellant, like Ixion old. 

Come, to all this make me your clear reply. 

Or, Sovran Athena, thou hast kept till last 
A grave misgiving I shall first dispel. 

I am no suppliant under ban; I come not 
To clasp Tnine image with polluted hands. 

Proof mighty will I offer thereanent. 

By law the blood-stained murderer must be mute 
Till one with power to cleanse strike over him 
The sacrificial blood of sucking swine. 

Long since in homes not ours have we been purged 
With all due rites, dumb beast and running stream. 
Thus I resolve Thy doubt. By birth I am 
Argive; my sire— *tis well thou askest me— 

Was Agamemnon, Admiral of the sea, 

With whom thou didst dispeople Ilium, 

Yea, unstate Troy. Returned to his own house 
Foully he fell, by my black-hearted mother 
Cut down, ta*en, netted in the trammelling toils 
That bare grim witness of his bloody bath. 

I, then an exile, presently returned 
And killed my mother— I deny it not— 

In murderous revenge for my dear father. 

And Loxias with me is answerable. 

Who spake of torments dire to goad my heart. 
Except I dealt with them after their guilt. 

Judge Thou if I have justly done or no: 

Whate’er Thy doom, in Thee I rest content. 

At, If any man think he can j udge herein, 

•Tis much too weighty; neither were it lawful 
That I try murder, wreaked in bitter wrath. 

And, namely, when thou com*st a sacrosanct 
Suitor, aneled and hurtless to my house: 

Preferred withal as guiltless to my realm; 

While these hold powers not easily dismissed, 

And if they triumph not in the event. 

Poison of hurt pride will fall presently 
And the land ail with age-long pestilence. 

So stands it; whether they stay or I bid them hence 
I shall find trouble and perplexity. 

But, since so jump the business comes this way, 

I will appoint a court for murder sworn 
And make it a perpetual ordinance. 

Call up your witnesses, bring in your proofs. 

Justice^ sworn helpers and oath-^unden aids. 

The prime in worth Pll choose from out my sons 
And come, and well and truly try the cause 
By the unswerving tenour of their troth. Exk, 

Chorus 

Now comes the crack of doom, by strong 
Subversive stroke of rebel laws. 

If he have room to plead his wrong, 


And justice vindicate his cause, 

\^ose hands are stained with his mother’s blood. 
This knits all in one brotherhood. 

The easy fellowship of crime. 

And from this instance loom in long array 
Blood-boltered parents whom their sons shall slay 
Down the dark glimpses of disordered Time. 

And we that wont to watch mankind. 

That thirst for cups incarnadined. 

No more our anger shall unleash: 
ril give Death leave to slay all flesh. 

And each shall prophesy his own 

Doom from his neighbour’s fate foreknown; 

All comers then from the world’s ends 
They shall accost in search of some relief; 

And learn from ashy lips and looks of grief 
Such feeble physic as despair commends. , 

Who reeleth then go the fatal blow 
Let him look not for redress, 

Nor bootless clamour “Justice, Ho! " 

Ho, the Throned Erinyes!” ‘ 

Fathers, mothers, let your loud 

Death-wound shriek shrill through your 
halls; 

For a mightier frame is bowed; 

Yea, the House of Justice fiills. 

There is a place for Fear; she tries 
The reins, a warder weariless; 

And it is well with tears and sighs 
To follow after Soothfastness. 

What man, what power through the wide earth. 
Whose soul is not with child of Fear 
Nor tends her as a blessed birth. 

Can be of Law true worshipper? 

Let not thy heart commend 
Life without l^w, nor lend 
'Thy fulsome breath to fan a tyrant’s lust; 

God doth to power advance. 

Though His wise governance 
Change with the shifting forms of things, the 
comely 

Mean and just. 

Hark, how my graver rhyme 
To that just Mean keeps time: 

From Godlessness springs Pride, the Prodigal; 
But he that doth possess 
Soul’s health hath Happiness, 

The child of many prayers, the best beloved of 
all. 

Lay to thy heart this law, 

O ^n; stand thou in awe 
Of Justice’ Altar; not for any lure 
Or glitter of false gain 
Plant there thy foot profane 
To tread it in the dust, for chastisement ts sure* 
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The deed is done, but thence 
Ensues the consequence. 

That crowns, completes, the master-stroke of all; 
Honour, ye sons of men, 

Your parents 6rst, and then 
The guest that goeth in and out, the stranger in 
your hall. 

So virtuous as 1 would have thee be, 

Self-taught, by no compulsion overborne. 

Thou canst not wholly miss Felicity, 

Nor ever founder, utterly forlorn. 

But this 1 say: who venturously puts forth 
And every law of Righteousness outbraves. 
His trash, his traffic, got 'neath evil stars, 

In the dread Dav of Wrath, 

He shall commit to the devouring waves, 

When splits the sail and splintered are the spars. 


Ch. No matter; how was’t thou didst take her 
life? 

Or. I answer— with my sword ; I cut her throat. 

C%. By whom seduced? Whose ill admonishment? 

Or. At His behest : Himself is witness for me. 

Ch. The Prophet bade thee murder thine own 
mother? 

Or. Even so; and to this hour I rue it not. 

Ch» Not? But a pebble-cast may change thy tune. 

Or. I have my faith; my sire sends help from his 
grave. 

Ch, What ! Kill thy mother and put trust in ghostsi 

Or. She was aspersed with two-fold villainy. 

Ch. How can that be ? 1 charge thee, tell the 
court. 

Or. She slew her husband and struck down my 
hither. 

Ch. Thou liv*st; but she is quit by her bloody 
death. 


Then at deaf ears his cry unheard shall knock, 

Swooning in gulfs where none to land may win; 
Unearthly laughter shall his summons mock 
Whose soul is fuel for the fires of Sin. 

He boasted he would never sec that day, 

But now his Angel sees him weak and spent. 
Powerless to top those seas; and, all his teen 
And travail cast away, 

On the uncharted reef of Justice rent. 

He sinks with none to wall him and is no more seen. 

The Areopagus. 

At. Make proclamation, herald ; keep the press 
back, 

And let the braying trump Tyrrhenian 
That’s heard in Heaven, filled with thy man’s 
breath, 

Sound in the public car a mighty parle. 

For while the synod filb my Judgement Hall 
There must be silence; so shall the whole realm 
Learn my commandments everlastingly. 

And these, my chosen, that thy judge aright. 

Enter apollo. 


Or. Why did ye not hunt her while yet she lived? 
Ch. She was not of one blood with him she slew. 
Or. Am I accounted of my mother’s blood ? 

Ch. Thou gory villain, was not thy body framed. 
Fed in her womb? Wilt thou deny thj mother? 

Or. Do Thou bear witness for me now; pronounce 
Apollo, if I slew her with just cause; 

For that ’twas done I have and do confess; 

But whether justly done or no, do Thou 
Give sentence, that the court may hear me plead. 
Ap. To you, Athena’s great Consistory, 

Justly m speak, and, withal, truthfully, 

For that I am a prophet and lie not. 

My throne of Divination never yet 
To man nor woman, no, nor polity. 

Delivered aught, but I was bidden speak 
By Zeus, the Father of the Olympian Gods. 

Weigh well the force of that, ye Councillors, 

And then ensue the thing my Father wills: 

For Zeus is of more might than all oaths else. 

Ch. Zeus, then, thou say’st, delivered the oracle 
That bade Orestes venge his father’s death 
And reckon not the cost of a mother’s life? 


Ch. Apollo! King! O’er what is Thine bear rulel 
Say, wherefore art Thou come to meddle here? 
Ap. First I am come to testify ; for ye 
Have here a suitor and a suppliant 
Of mine; his blood -guilt 1 did purge and cleanse. 
Next, I am in the bill, myself arraigned 
For this man’s mother’s murder. 

(7b athena) Call the case; 

And, as thou knowest how, maintain the Right. 
At. (7b the furies) The word’s with you ; the 
trial may proceed; 

And ’tis sound law and justice both, that he 
Who doth prefer the charge shall first begin. 

Ch. Though we be many, we shall use tew words. 
Do thou m&t answer as 1 question thee. 

And tell us first if thou didst slay thy mother. 

Or. Yea, 1 make no denial ; I killed her. 

Ch. Soi in this thrice encounter one round ends. 
Or. Ye have not thrown your man, ye crow too 
soon. 


Ap, Far other was the murder of a man 
Noble, by God-given sceptre high exalt. 

At the hands of a woman, not with valiant 
Arrows far sped by archer Amazon, 

But in such wise as thou shalt hear, Pallas, 

And you, upon whose vote the verdict hangs. 
When from war’s business prosperous in the main 
He was returned, she gave him loving welcome. 
He took his bath, and, when his bath was done. 
She wrapped him in a cloak, a sleeveless robe, 
And in its shackling mazes hewed him down. 

This was the manner of his taking off. 

The majesty of the world, the lord of ships; 

And such was she; oh, lay it to your hearts, 

Ye judges, that are set to try the cause. 

Ch. Zeus, thou pretendest, holds a father’s life 
Precious exceedingly; and yet Himself 
Cast his own Father Cronos into chainsi 
Why, is not this confounding contraries? 

Mark well his argument, I coniure you! 
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Ap, You worse than beasts! You hag-seed 
God abhorred! 

Bonds He may loose, for durance find a balm, 

And work, howso He please, deliverance. 

But when the dust hath drunk the blood of man 
And he’s once dead, there’s no uprising; spell 
For that my Father hath created not; 

Though saving only this the frame of things 

Is as a wheel He can revolve at will 

And, nothing scant of breath, turn upside-down. 

Ch, A sorry plea, look you, to save your man! 
Shall he that spilt his mother’s, his own, blood 
Live here in Argos, in his father’s house? 

What public altars, think you, will he use? 

W’ho will admit him to the Holy Stoup? 

Ap. Listen, and thou shalt own my deeper lore. 
To be called mother is no wise to be 
Parent, but rather nurse of seed new-sown. 

The male begets: she’s host to her small guest ; 
Preserves the plant, except it please God blight it. 
ni furnish reasons for my argument. 

There hath been and there can be fatherhood 
lliough there should be no mother; witness here 
Olympian Zeus’ own self-created child, 

That grew not in the womb’s dark co\ erturc; 

A branch so goodly never Goddess bore. 

Pallas, as it hath ever been my care 
To make thy city great, famous thine arms, 

1 have sent thee this sitter on thy hearth, 

That he may be Thy true man evermore. 

And Thou, Goddess, may’st count him Thine ally 
And all his seed; and to remotest age 
These men’s sons* may keep Thy covenant. 

At, Shall I direct them now to cast their votes. 
As conscience dictates? Hath enough been said? 

Ch. We have shot every arrow from our bow; 
Nothing remains but to abide the event. 

At. Surely. {To apollo and orestes) And how 
shall I do right by you? 

Ap. Ye have heard what ye have heard : think 
on your oaths; 

Carry to the urn the verdict of your hearts. 

At. Ye men of Athens, hear my law ; y e j udees 
That try this cause, the first for man’s blood shed. 
Henceforth to Aegeus’ congregated host 
This Court shall be an ordinance for ever; 

This Hill of Arcs, once a place of arms 
Where leaguering Amazons pitched their tents, 
what time 

They warred with Theseus and their jealous towers 
New-raised against our sovran citadel; 

And sacrificed to Ares, whence the Rock 
Is called the Rock Areian. There shall Awe, 

With civil Fear, her kinsman, night and day 
Perpetual sessions hold to punish wrong, 

If that my sons depart not from my law. 

For, an thou foul the spring with flood or mire 
The fresh and sparkling cup thou’lt find no more. 
Nor anarchy nor arbitrary power 
Would I have Athens worship or uphold, 

Nor utterly banish Fear from civic life. 

For who is virtuous except he fear? 


This scat of Awe kept ever formidable 
Shall be a wall, a bulwark of salvation, 

Wide as your land, as your imperial state; 

None mightier in the habitable world 
From Scythia to the parts of the Peloponncsc. 

A Place of Judgement incorruptible. 

Compassionate, yet quick in wrath, to tvake 
And watch while Athens sleeps I stablish here. 

My large discourse these precepts would commend 
To my sons yet unborn. Rise from your scats; 

Take up your counters and upon your oaths 
Return a righteous verdict. I have done. 

The Judges cast their votes during the ensuing 
dialogue, 

Ch. Take heed, we arc ungentle visitors; 

Learn of our wisdom and misprise us not, 

Ap. My words that are God’s Voice hold ye in awe; 
Make them not as blind plants that bear to fruit. 

Ch. Thou hallowcst deeds of blood that^re not 
Thine, \ 

And shalt no more prophesy holy things. \ 

Ap. Faileth the Father’s Wisdom, for that He 
Sheltered Ixion, the first murderer? 

Ch. Thou sayest ; but, if I am baulked of justice 
I’ll vex thus land and visit it in wrath. 

Ap. The younger Gods regard thee not; the old 
Pay thee no honour; victory is mine. 

Ch. So didst thou sometime deal in Pheres’ house; 
Tempting the Fates to make mankind immortal. 
Ap. Is it not just to help a worshipper. 

And doubly, trebly just in the day of need? 

Ch. I’hou didst break down earth’s parcelled 
governance. 

With new wine practise on the Goddesses old. 

Ap. Nay, when the cause is lost, thy venom void; 
It hath no power to hurt thine adversaries. 

Ch. Since Thy hot youth o’er-rides our ancientry 
I wait on judgement; doubtful yet to launch 
My indignation ’gainst the Slate of Athens. 

At. It shall be mine, if judgement hang in poise, 
To cast this counter that Orestes live. 

Mother is none that gave my Godhead life; 

I am the male’s; saving my never-wed 
Virginity, my Father’s child thrice o’er. 

Therefore I rate not high a woman’s death 
That slew her lord, the master of her house. 

Orestes wins, yea, though the votes be paired. 
Come, Sirs, despatch; ye whose the ofl&ce is 
To make an end, empty me out the urns. 

Or. Phoebus Apollo, how' will judgement go? 

Ch. Swarth Night, my Mother, watchest Thou 
unseen? 

Or, I near mine end, the halter or the day ! 

Ch. W’e fall, or have great glory evermore! 

Ap. Sirs, count the votes; make strictest scrutiny, 
With holy fear, lest Judgement go awry. 

A vote o’er-looked may work most grievous wrong: 
A single pebble save a tottering house. 

A pause. 

As. The accused is found “not guilty” of the 
charge; 

The tellers certify an equal count. 



Or, O Pallas! O Preserver of my race! 

To my lost realm my father once possessed 
Thou hast restored me! Now shall all Greece say, 
“True Son of Argos, lord of his father’s substance, 
He dwelleth with his own.” Pallas wrought this 
And Loxias and the Almighty Third, 

The Saviour. Moved by my sire’s fate, He saw, 

And saved from them that pled my mother’s cause. 
Now e’er I go to mine own house I swear 
Unto Thy land and all Thy host an oath 
Succeeding ages shall fulfil: no prince 
Of earth shall carry here the barbbd spear. 

When we are in our graves we will confound 
Who break this oath with sorry misadventure; 

Their ways be weariness, their paths forbid, 

And for their rapine they shall reap but ruth. 

But if they shall keep faith, gird them with might 
For Pallas’ city, we will show them grace. 

Goddess, farewell; be matchless still in arms, 

Find still a valiant people strong to throw 
All who rise up against Thee; keep Thee safe 
And with their sw’ord win for Thee victory! 

Exit, 

Ch, Oh, ye young Gods! Ye have ridden the old 
laws down, ye have reft 
My prey, and I am left 
Dishonoured and undone! 

Bui for these pangs 
Athens shall have my malison! 

Ay, on these lips there hangs 
(Ho, Vengeance, soon to shed) 

A venomed drop of my heart’s agony! 

And it shall multiply and spread, 

Bitter and barren I It shall be 
A mildew and a leprosy, 

A canker to the leafless tree, 

A curse to the childless bed; 

On everything that hath breath 
Corrosion, purulence and death! 

Wail — and wail — and wail? 

Or witch them? Shadowing their land with bale? 
Transmute to unimaginable woe 
Grief insupportable? Oho, 

Ye Virgin Daughters to black Midnight born. 

How sharp your sorrow! How is your honour shorn! 
At, Nay, take it not with such a heavy heart; 

Ye arc not vanquished; equal are the votes 
In simple truth, not thy disparagement. 

Oh, here w’cre proofs radiant with God’s own light! 
And He that gave the oracle bare witness 
Orestes should not suffer for his deed. 

Let not your heavy wrath light on this ground; 
Consider, be not angry, shed no drops 
To blast the fruitful earth with barrenness 
And with keen tooth devour the pregnant seed. 

I will provide you, pledge hereto my oath, 

A hold, a hollow in this righteous land, 

Altars and shining thrones where ye sliall sit, 

And worship and great honour from her sons. 

Ch. Oh, ye young Gods! Ye have ridden the old 
laws down, ye have reft 
My prey, and I am left 
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Dishonoured and undone! 

But for these pangs 
Athens shall have my malison! 

Ay, on these lips there hangs, 

(Ho, Vengeance, soon to shed) 

A venomoi drop of my heart’s agony I 
And it shall multiply and spread 
Bitter and barren; it shall be 
A mildew and a leprosy, 

A canker to the leafless tree, 

A curse to the childless bed; 

On everything that hath breath 
Corrosion, purulence and death! 

Wail— and wail— and wail? 

Or witch them? Shadowing their land with bale? 
Transmute to unimaginable woe 
Grief insupportable? Oho, 

Y e Virgin Daughters to black Midnight born. 

How sharp your sorrow! How is your honour shorn! 
At, Your honour is safe; are ye not Goddesses? 
Curse not this soil that givelh life to man. 

I too have faith in Zeus; but why waste words? 

I only know the keys of the arsenal 
Of Heaven, stored with the scaled thunderbolt. 

But we shall need no thunder. Listen* to me; 

Vent no wild words in sour despite, to make 
All that yields increase utterly miscarry. 

This dark wave’s bitter fury put to sleep. 

Be what ye arc, majestic, denizens 
With me in this fair land; prime offerings 
Shall then be yours through all her borders wide 
For children and the sacred marriage rite 
For evermore, and ye shall bless nw words. 

Ch, Ohol Am I to take these buffets, I 
To have my elder wisdom scoffed at, be 
Bid to my place, to house with infamy 
Here on this plot, this patch, this ell of earth? 

Blast it, my fury! Pain, pain, pain, 

Here at my heart— whence comes it? Why 
Am I to suffer? Darkness, Death and Dearth! 
Night, Mother Night, shall my wroth heart be hot 
And wilt thou hearken not? 

Strong craft of subtle Gods hath reft my ancient 
majesty! 

At, I will be patient with thy passioning; 

Thou art mine cider, wiser then than I. 

Yet Zeus hath not denied me understanding. 

Find out a new race, other soil; yet here 
Your heart will be; I speak this lor your warning. 
The tide of Time shall for my people roll 
With ever-mantling glory: thou shalt have 
Thy mansion here hard by Erectheus’ house, 

And men and women come with frequent pomp 
And greater laud than the wide world can give. 

But in my borders bring no grindery 
To whet sharp daggers, in the breast of Youth 
Bloody and dangerous; with more madness edged 
Than works with wicked ferment in new wine. 

Nor take, as ’twere, the gamecock*s heart, to plant 
Domestic Havoc here that fights with kind. 
Without their gates let my sons go to war. 

And who loves honour shall have all he craves. 
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Your bantani'buliy, rufBer of the yard, 

Arridcs me not, and 1 will none of him. 

Take thou thy choice and take it from my hand; 
Fair service, lair content, fair recompense, 

A portion in this realm the Gods love most. 

Ch, Ohol am 1 to take these buffets, 1 
To have mine elder wisdom scoffed at, be 
Bid to my place, to house with Infamy 
Here on this plot, this patch, this ell of earth I 
Blast it, my fury! Pain, pain, pain. 

Here at my heart! Whence comes it? Why 
Am I to suffer? Darkness, Death and Dearth! 
Night, Mother Night, shall my wroth heart be hot 
And wilt thou hearken not? 

Strong craft of subtle gods hath reft my ancient 
majesty. 

At, Still will I bless, thou shalt not weary me. 

Nor say my nonage set thy years at nought, 

Nor churlish men scorned thy Divinity 
And drave thee from their gates discomfited. 

If thou hold sacred the sweet Soul of Reason, 

If there be any virtue, any balm. 

Upon these lips, thou wilt remain. If not. 

Though thou should *st cast all anger in the scale 
To sink the land, all malice, all despite. 

It is not justly done. Justice gives thee 
A realm to share, a rich inheritance. 

And nothing of thine honour takes away. 

Ch, Athena Queen, what mansion wilt Thou 
give me? 

At, One where Grief cometh not ; accept it thou. 
Ch, An if I do, what honour shall I have ? 

At, This that no home shall prosper without thee. 
Ch, But hast Thou power to make thy promise 
good? 

At, We will establish him that worships thee. 

Ch, Wilt Thou assure me this for evermore? 

At, 1 promise not except I can perform. 

Ch, Methinks, Thy magic works; I am no more 
wroth. 

At, Possess the land and thou shalt win its love. 
Ch, What shall I sing that hath a blessing in it? 

At, A song to celebrate a cause well won. 

From the sweet earth, from the sea-dews and damps. 
From skies and winds ask inspirations, airs 
That travel on over a sunlit land ; 

Fruit from the ground, and increase of strong cattle 
For all my sons, that Time can never tire; 

And saving Health for seed of human kind. 
Natheless, on Virtue chiefly shed thy balm; 

Like a wise gardener of the Soul, I hold 
There is no graft nor bud blooms half so fair; 

And this is thine; but thou shalt leave to me 
Glory of battle, where the cause is just, 

Death, but death garlanded with victory; 

And grudge if I be found herein remiss. 

Ch, P^lm* home contenteth me; 

Honour to the strong citie 
Zeus Almighty made His own 
And Ares’ arnihd strength sustains; 

'A ^tress for the Gods of Greece, 

A |€wel flashing forth anew, 


When ravished were her costly fanes 
And her high altars overthrown. 

Breathe on her blessings, breathe the dew 
Of prayer; Earth yield her thine increase; 
Shine, thou rejoicing Sun, and speed 
All nature sends andmortals ne^! 

At, Not that I cherish Athens less, 

But that I love her well, have I 
Throned in her midst Great Goddesses, 
Spirits hard to pacify. 

All that makes up Man’s moving story 
Is theirs to govern and dispense; 

He whom their hard hand ne’er made sorry, 
Who hath not met them on his way. 

Walking in blindness knows not whence 
The shock that beats him to his knees. 

The sin of some forgotten day 
Delivers up his soul to these. 

Destruction, like a voiceless ghost, 

Silenceth all his empty boast 

And minisheth his glory. ^ 

Ch, I will have nor storm nor flood 
Scathe her vines and olive-bowers; 

No scorching wind shall blind the bud 
In the waking- time of flowers. 

By my grace all airs that blow 
Their appointed bounds shall know. 

No distemper blast her clime 
With perpetual barrenness; 

Flocks and herds in yeaning time 
Pan shall with twin offspring bless; 

And Earth’s womb^d wealth, God-sealed, 

All its lucky ingots yield. 

At, Warders of Athens, have ye heard 
Her voice? Know ye what these things mean? 
Wist ye how mighty is the word 
Erinys spake, the Queen? 

Mighty ’mid deathless Gods her crying 
’Mid Powers that Hell’s hid glooms invest, 
And in this world of living, dying 
Mighty and manifest! 

She biddeth one make melody. 

And one down dark ways leadeth She, 
Blinded with tears undrying. 

Ch, Untoward and untimely Doom 
Bring not strong Youth to his death-bed: 

Ye maidens, in your beauty bloom. 

Live not unlovcri, nor die unwed. 

You Heavenly Pair, this good gift grant. 
Grant it, ye Elder Destinies, 

Our Sisters, whom one Mother bare, 

Spirits whose governance is law. 

Of every home participant, 

And at all seasons, foul or foir, 

Just Inmates, Righteous Presences, 

Shadows of an Unseen Awe; 

Over the wide earth and the deep seas 
Honoured above all Deities. 

At, Oh, bounty dealt with loving hand I 
It needs must fill my heart with glee, 

Such largesse lavished on my land. 

Wise Spirit, thanks to thee, 
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Spirit of Counsel, suave and holy, 

V^ose sober eye could lead me on 
Till, though the stubborn will yield slovriy. 
Yet their wild hearts were won I 
But Zeus, the Lord of Civic Life, 

Gave victory; in this noble strife 
He made triumph solely. 

Ch. Tiger-throated Faction fed 
On the meat of human woe, 

Filled but never surfeited. 

Come not hither growling low, 

Nor wake Athens with thy roar. 

Never be this thirsty ground 
Drunk with fratricidal blood, 

Nor lust of Power insatiate 
Snatch at vengeance evermore. 

In one fellowship of Good 
Each be to his neighbour bound, 

One in love and one in hate; 

For such grace, where’er *tis found. 

Lays the balm to many a wound. 

At. Arc they not wise? Speaks she not fair? 
Her tongue of gold makes counsel sweet 
And points the happy highway where 
Soft words and Wisdom meet. 

Mine eyes sec visions; fair foundations 
Rise round these forms with fury fraught 1 
Serve them! Bring them your rich oblations. 
And ye serve not for nought. 

Bless them, and they will surely bless; 

At home the reign of Righteousness, 

Renown throughout all nations. 

Ch. Joy to you, joy and all good thingsl 
Joy to the fortunate city that lies 
With Zeus about her and above; 

Vowed to the Unmarried Maiden’s love 
And in the dawn of Time made wise, 
Whom Pallas covers with her wings 
And the Father sanctifies! 

At. Joy to you too in amplest store 1 
But it is time; I go before; 

1 lead you on your road ; 

And by your escort’s holy light 
Conduct you through the Shades of Night 
Down to your dark Abode. 

Set forward then your priestly train; 

Speed them with blood of victims slain 
Under this holy ground ; 

Bind whatsoever bringeth death. 
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And whatsoever profiteth 
Be by you*- spell unbound. 

As ye help Athens by your charms 
She shall he great in arts and arms. 

Still, still with victory crowned! 

Lead on, ye sons of Cranaus; 

For those that make their home with us 
A path and passage find; 

And by their good gifts freely given, 

By these sweet charities of Heaven 
Be all men of one mind ! 

Ch. Joy, joy to Athens! Oh, twice blest 
Be all that in her borders dwell, 

Or be they men of mortal mould 
Or deathless Deities that hold 
Pallas’ rock-built citadel! 

Love me that am your Sacred Guest 
And bid to Grief a long farewell! 

At. Take all my thanks; my heart goes with 
your prayers. 

Myself will lead you by the torches’ blaze 
Down to your habitation ’neath the earth 
With these my ministrants round my Statua 
On duteous watch; the apple of the^ye 
Of Theseus* land, a famous company 
Of little ones and wives and beldames old. 

We’ll mantle them in cloaks of scarlet fine. 

And all about them shake the bright fireshine. 

Give these New Dwellers noble welcoming 
That goodly men from their goodwill may spring. 
Escort. Pass on your way, ye mighty. 

Ye Jealous in honour pass on. 

Children of Night unbegotten, 

Seed of her womb unsown. 

With pomp and triumph and holy mirth, 

(Hush! Good words, all ye people!) 

And prayer and sacrifice descend 
Down to the dark, diluvial earth. 

(Hush! Good words all ye people!) 

Come, ye Majestic Spirits, come, 

Bring good luck to your new-found home 
By the glad bright light of the burning brand! 

(Cry, cry aloud with jubilee!) 

Peace to thee and peace to thee 
And peace for ever in Pallas’ land! 

Partnered with happy Destiny 
All-seeing Zeus hath wrought to this end! 

(Cry, cry aloud with jubilee!) 

Exeunt. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Sophocles, c. 495-406 b.c. 


Sophocles was born at Cdonus in Attica around 
495 B.C. His father, Sophillus, was a maker of mu* 
nitions. That Sophillus himself worked as a smith or 
carpenter, as has sometimes been said, seems unlike- 
ly, in view of his son's social position and civic of- 
fices. According to Pliny, Sophocles was born in the 
highest station. This tradition gains support from 
the story that at the age of fifteen or sixteen he led 
the Boys* Chorus, which celebrated with song and 
the music of the lyre the victory of Salamis. 

As a schoolboy Sophocles was already famous for 
his beauty and won prizes in athletics and in litera- 
ture. He was taught music by Lamprus, whom Plu- 
tarch praised for sobriety and preferred to the more 
impassioned and “realistic" Timotheus, who influ- 
enced Euripides in his later choruses. 

From the ancient Life^ which is probably of Alex- 
andrian origin, and from references in other authors 
it is evident that Sophocles both as poet and as 
citizen played a prominent and varied role in the 
life of Athens. His own life was co-extensivc with 
the rise and fall of the city. Between his birth a few 
years before Marathon and his death on the eve of 
the defeat of Athens in the Peloponnesian War, the 
greatest events of Athenian history took place. Dur- 
ing that time Sophocles wrote and produced over 
one hundred and twenty plays. In 443, as president 
of the imperial treasury, he was in charge of collect- 
ing the tribute of the allies. In 440 he was elected 
general and served with Pericles in the Samian War. 
He went on embassies, and he was probably the 
Sophocles referred to by Aristotle in the Rhetoric 2s 
one of the ten elders chosen to manage the affairs 
of the city after the Sicilian disaster. He was a friend 
of Cimon and a member of his social circle, which 
included such distinguished foreigners as Ion of 
Chios, the tragic poet, and the painter, Polygnotus. 
Among other friends of Sophocles were Archelaus 
and Herodotus, to whom he wrote elegiac 
poems. 

Plutarch, in his Life of Cimon, says that Sophocles 
won his first victory with the first play he pr^uced. 
His first victory came in 468 when he defeated Aes- 
chylus with the Triptolemus, which is now lost. He 
was thus twenty-seven when he began his public 


dramatic career. In the remaining sixty-two years 
of his life he wrote on an average two plays a year 
and competed for the tragic prize thirty-one times. 
He won at least eighteen victories and was never 
placed third. 

Of the seven plays that survive, the Ajax is prob- 
ably the earliest, llie Antigone belongs to 443 or 
441. The chronological order of the Trachiniae and 
the Oedipus the King is uncertain, the Electro is later, 
and all three are assigned to the years between 435 
and 410. The Philoctetes is known to have been pro- 
duced in 408 when Sophocles was eighty-seven years 
old. The Oedipus at Colonus, according to the story 
made famous by the De Senectute ot Cicero, was 
Sophocles* last play. Sophocles is supposed to have 
been accused by his son of being unable to manage 
his property, and to have convinced his judges of 
his competence by reciting a chorus from this play, 
which he had just completed. 

Aristotle says in the Poetics that Sophocles raised 
the number of actors to three and added scene- 
painting. Sophocles is also said to have written his 
plays with certain actors in mind and not to have 
acted in them himself because of the weakness of his 
voice. That he was interested in the theory as well 
as the practice of dramatic art is evident from his 
having written a book “on the chorus," and having 
formed a “company of the educated** in honor of 
the Muses. “Chorus** was the official name for trag- 
edy, and a book on the chorus would have dealt, 
presumably, with all aspects of the tragic poet’s art. 
The “company of the educated” was probably a 
society of cultivated Athenians who met to discuss 
poetry and music, though it has also been suggested 
that its members were actors who had been trained 
by Sophocles. 

Sophocles died in 406 b.c„ as we know from the 
Frogs of Aristophanes, brought out in the following 
year. His epitaph, attributed to Simmias, the friend 
of Socrates, honors his learning and wisdom and 
calls him “the favorite of the Graces and the Muses." 
While Aeschylus and Euripides visited the courts of 
foreign kings and died abroad, Sophocles never left 
home, except in the service of the city, and died 
where he h^ lived, in Athens. 
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OEDIPUS THE KING 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Obdipu«, King of Thebes 

pRiBST OF Zeus 
Creon, brother of locasta 
Tbiresias, the blind prophet 
loCASTA 


Chorus of Theban Elders 


First Messenger, a shepherd from 
Corinth 

A Shepherd, formerly in the service 
of Laius 

A Second Messenger, the house 


Mute: A train of suppliants {old men^ youths^ and children) The children 
Antigone and Ismene, daughters of Oedipus and locasta 


Brforethe Royal Palace at Thebes, The priest of zeus 
stands facing the central doors. These are thrown 
open, OEDIPUS enters, 

Oedipus. My children, latest>born to Cadmus who 
was of old, why are ye set before me thus with 
wreathed branches of suppliants, while the city recks 
with incense, rings with prayers for health and cries 
of woe? I deem^ it unmeet, my children, to hear 
these things at the mouth of others, and have come 
hither myself, I, Oedipus renowned of all. 

Tell me, then, thou venerable man— since it is 
thy natural part to speak for these— in what mood 
arc ye placed here, with what dread or what desire? 
Be sure that I would gladly give all aid; hard of 
heart were 1, did I not pity such suppliants as these. 

Priest of Zeus, Nay, Oedipus, ruler of my land, 
thou scest of what years we are who beset thy altars 
—some, nestlings still too tender for for flights, 
some, bowed with age, priests, as I of Zeus— and 
these, the chosen youth; while the rest of the folk 
sit with wreathed branches in the market-places, 
and before the two shrines of Pallas, and where 
Ismenus gives answer by fire. 

For the city, as thou thyself seest, is now too sore- 
ly vexed, and can no more lift her head from be- 
neath the angry waves of death; a blight is on her 
in the fruitful blossoms of the land, in the herds 
among the pastures, in the barren f^ngs of women; 
and withal the flaming god, the malign plague, hath 
swooped on us, and ravages the town; by whom the 
house of Cadmus is made waste, but dark Hades rich 
in groans and tears. 

It is not as deeming thee ranked with gods that I 
and these children are suppliants at thy hearth, but 
as deeming thee flrst of men, both in life’s common 
chances, and when mortals have to do with more 
than man: seeing that thou earnest to the town of 
Cadmus, and didst quit us of the tax that we ren- 
der^ to the hard songstress; and this, though thou 
knewest nothing from us that could avail thee, nor 
hadst been schooled; no, by a god’s aid, ’tis said and 
believedt didst thou uplift our life. 


And now, Oedipus, king glorious in all eyes, we 
beseech thee, all we suppliants, to And for us some 
succour, whether by the whisper of a god thou 
knowest it, or haply as in the power of man; for I 
sec that, when men have been proved in deeds past, 
the issues of their counsels, too, most often have 
effect. 

On, best of mortals, again uplift our State! On, 
guard thy fome, since now this land calls thee sav- 
iour for thy former zeal; and never be it our mem- 
ory of thy reign that we were first restored and 
afterward cast down: nay, lift up this State in such 
wise that it fall no more! 

With good omen didst thou give us that past hap- 
piness; now also show thyself the same. For if thou 
art to rule this land, even as thou art now its lord, 
’tis better to be lord of men than of a waste: since 
neither walled town nor ship is anything, if it is void 
and no men dwell with thee therein. 

Oed, Oh my piteous children, known, well known 
to me arc the desires wherewith ye have come: well 
wot I that ye suffer all; yet, sufferers as ye are, there 
is not one of you whose suffering is as mine. Your 
pain comes on each one of you for himself alone, 
and for no other; but my soul mourns at once for 
the city, and for myself, and for thee. 

So that ye rouse me not, truly, as one sunk in 
sleep: no, be sure that 1 have wept full many tears, 
gone many ways in wanderings of thought. And the 
sole remedy which, well pondering, 1 could find, 
this 1 have put into act. I have sent the son of Me- 
noeceus, Creon, mine own wife’s brother, to the 
Pythian house of Phoebus, to learn by what ffecd 
or word I might deliver this town. And already^ 
when the lapse of days is reckoned, it troubles me 
what he doth; for he tarries strangely, beyond the 
fitting space. But when he comes, then shall I he no 
true man if I do not all that the god sfahv^ ■ 

Pr, Nay, in season hast thou spoken; at this fo- 
ment these sign to me that Creon draws near, 

Oed, O king Apollo, inay he come to us in the 
brightness of saving fortune, even as his face is 
bright! 
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Pr, Nay, to all seeming, he brings comfort; else 
would he not be coming crowned thus thickly with 
berry-laden bay. 

Oed, We shall know soon: he is at range to hear. 

EiUer CREON. 

Prince, my kinsman, son of Menoeceus, what news 
hast thou brought us from the god ? 

Creon, Good news: I tell thee that even troubles 
hard to bear— if haply they find the right issue- 
will end in perfect peace. 

Oed. But what is the oracle ? So far, thy words 
make me neither bold nor yet afraid. 

Cr, If thou wouldest hear while these are nigh, I 
am ready to speak; or else to go within. 

Oed, Speak before all : the sorrow which I bear is 
for these more than for mine own life. 

Cr, With thy leave, I will tell what I heard from 
the god. Phoebus our lord bids us plainly to drive 
out a defiling thing, which (he saith) hath been har- 
boured in this land, and not to harbour it, so that 
it cannot be healed. 

Oed, By what rite shall we cleanse us ? What is the 
manner of the misfortune ? 

Cr, By banishing a man, or by bloodshed in quit- 
tance of bloodshed, since it is that blexxi which 
brings the tempest on our city. 

Oed, And who is the man whose fate he thus re- 
veals? 

Cr, Laius, king, was lord of our land before thou 
wast pilot of this State. 

Oed, 1 know it well— by hearsay, for I saw him 
never. 

Cr. He was slain; and the god now bids us plainly 
to wreak vengeance on his murderers— whosoever 
they be. 

Oed, And where are they upon the earth ? Where 
shall the dim track of this old crime be found ? 

Cr, In this land— said the god. What is sought for 
can be caught; only that which is not watched es- 
capes. 

Oed, And was it in the house, or in the field, or on 
strange soil that Laius met this bloody end ? 

Cr, ’Twas on a visit to Delphi, as he said, that he 
had left our land; and he came home no more, after 
he had once set forth. 

Oed, And was there none to tell ? Was there no 
comrade of his journey who saw the deed, from whom 
tidings might have been gained, and used ? 

Cr. All perished, save one who Bed in fear, and 
could tell for certain but one thing of all that he 
saw. 

Oed, And what was that ? One thing might show 
the clue to many, could we get but a small begin- 
ning for hope. 

Cr, He said that robbers met and fell on them, 
not in one man's might, but with full many hands. 

Oed. How, then, unless there was some trafficking 
in bribes from here, should the robber have dared 
thus far? 

, Or. Such things were surmised; but, Laius once 
4ftin, amid our troubles no avenger arose. 

Oed, But, when royalty had fallen thus, what trou- 
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ble in your path can have hindered a full search ? 

Cr. The riddling Sphinx had made us let dark 
things go, and was inviting us to think of what lay 
at our doors. 

Oed, Nay, I will start afresh, and once more make 
dark things plain. Right worthily hath Phoebus, 
and worthily hast thou, bestowed this care on the 
cause of the dead; and so, as is meet, ye shall find 
me too leagued with you in seeking vengeance for 
this land, and for the god besides. On behalf of no 
far-off friend, no, but in mine own cause, shall 1 dis- 
pel this taint. For whoever was the slayer of Laius 
might wish to take vengeance on me also with a 
hand as fierce. Therefore, in doing right to Laius, I 
serve myself. 

Come, haste ye, my children, rise from the altar- 
steps, and.Kft these suppliant boughs; and let some 
other summon hither the folk of Cadmus, warned 
that I mean to leave nought untried; foAour health 
(with the god’s help) shall be made certain — or our 
ruin. ' 

Pr. My children, let us rise; we came at first to 
seek what this man promises of himself. And may 
Phoebus, who sent these oracles, come to us there- 
with, our saviour and deliverer from the pest. 

Exeunt oedipus and priest, enter chorus of 

THEBAN ELDERS. 

Chorus 

O sweetly-speaking message of Zeus, in what 
spirit hast thou come from golden Pytho unto glori- 
ous Thebes ? I am on the rack, terror shakes my soul, 
O thou Delian healer to whom wild cries rise, in 
holy fear of thee, what thing thou wilt work for me, 
perchance unknown before, perchance renewed 
with the revolving years: tell me, thou immortal 
Voice, born of Golden Hope! 

First call I on thee, daughter of Zeus, divine 
Athena, and on thy sister, guardian of our land, 
Artemis, who sits on her throne of fame, above the 
circle of our Agora, and on Phoebus the far-darter: 
O shine forth on me, my three-fold help against 
death! If ever aforetime, in arrest of ruin hurrying 
on the city, yc drove a fiery pest beyond our bor- 
ders, come now also! 

Woe is me, countless are the sorrows that I bear; 
a plague is on all our host, and thought can find no 
weapon ior defence. The fruits of the glorious earth 
grow not; by no birth of children do women sur- 
mount the pangs in which they shriek; and life on 
life mayest thou see sped, like bird on nimble wing, 
aye, swifter than resistless file, to the shore of the 
western god. 

By such deaths, past numbering, the city perishes; 
unpitied, her children lie on the ground, spreading 
pestilence, with none to mourn: and meanwhile 
young wives, and gray-haired mothers with them, 
uplift a wail at the steps of the altars, some here, 
some there, entreating for their weary woes. The 
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prayer to the Healer rings clear, and, blent there- 
with, the Voice of lamentation: for these things, 
golden daughter of Zeus, send us the bright face of 
comfort. 

And grant that the fierce god of death, who now 
with no brazen shields, yet amid cries as of battle, 
wraps me in the flame on his onset, may turn his 
back in speedy flight from our land, borne by a fair 
wind to the great deep of Amphitrit^, or to those 
waters in which none find haven, even to the Thra- 
cian wave; for if night leave aught undone, day fol- 
lows to accomplish this. O thou who wieldest the 
powers of the fire-fraught lightning, O Zeus our fa- 
ther, slay him beneath thy thunderbolt! 

Lycean King, fain were I that thy shafts also, from 
thy bent bow’s string of woven gold, should go 
abroad in their might, our champions in the face of 
the foe; yea, and the flashing fires of Artemis where- 
with she glances through the Lycian hills. And I 
call him whose locks are bound with gold, who is 
named with the name of this land, ruddy Bacchus 
to whom Bacchants cry, the comrade of the Mae- 
nads, to draw near with the blaze of his blithe torch, 
our ally against the god unhonoured among gods. 

Enter oedipus. 

Oed. Thou prayest: and in answer to thy prayer— 
if thou wilt give a loyal welcome to my words and 
minister to thine own disease— thou mayest hope to 
find succour and relief from woes. These words will 
I speak publicly, as one w'ho has been a stranger to 
this report, a stranger to the deed; for I should not 
be far on the track, if I were tracing it alone, with- 
out a clue. But as it is — since it was only after the 
time of the deed that I was numbered a Theban 
among Thebans— to you, the Cadmeans all, I do 
thus proclaim. 

Whosoever of you knows by whom Laius son of 
Labdacus was slain, I bid him to declare all to me. 
And if he is afraid, I tell him to remove the danger 
of the cliarge from his path by denouncing himself; 
for he shall suffer nothing else unlovely, but only 
leave the land, unhurt. Or if any one knows an alien, 
from another land, as the assassin, let him not keep 
silence; for I will pay his guerdon, and my thanks 
shall rest with him besides. 

But if ye keep silence— if any one, through fear, 
shall seek to screen friend or self from my behest— 
hear ye what I then shall do. I charge you that no 
one of this land, whereof I hold the empire and the 
throne, give shelter or speak word unto that mur- 
derer, wnosoever he be, make him partner of his 

rayer or sacrifice, or serve him with the lustral rite; 

ut that all ban him their homes, knowing that this 
is our defiling thing, as the oracle of the Pythian 
god hath newly shown me. I then am on this wise 
the ally of the god and of the slain. And I pray sol- 
emnly that the slayer, whoso he be, whether his hid- 
den guilt is lonely or hath partners, evilly, as he is 
evil, may wear out his unblest life. And for myself I 


pray that if, with my privity, he should become an 
inmate of my house, I may sufier the same things 
which even now I called down upon others. And on 
you I lay it to make all these words good, for my 
sake, and for the sake of the god, and tor our land’s, 
thus blasted with barrenness by angry heaven. 

For even if the matter had not been urged on us 
by a god, it was not meet that ye should leave the 
guilt thus unpurged, when one so noble, and he your 
king, had perished; rather were ye bound to search 
it out. And now, since ’tis I who hold the powers 
which once he held, who possess his bed and the 
wife who bare seed to him; and since, had his hope 
of issue not been frustrate, children born of one 
mother would have made tics betwixt him and me 
—but, as it was, fate swooped upon his head; by 
reason of these things will 1 uphold this cause, even 
as the cause of mine own sire, and will leave nought 
untried in seeking to find him whose hand shed that 
blood, for the honour of the son of Labdacus and of 
Polydorus and elder Cadmus and Agenor who was 
of old. 

And for those who obey me not, I pray that the 
gods send them neither harvest of the earth nor fruit 
of the womb, but that they be wasted by their lot 
that now is, or by one yet more dire. But for all 
you, the loyal folk of Cadmus to whom these things 
seem good, may Justice, our ally, and all the gods be 
with you graciously for ever. 

Ch. As thou hast put me on my oath, on my oath, 
O king, I will speak. 1 am not the slayer, nor can 1 
point to him who slew. As for the question, it was 
for Phoebus, who sent it, to tell us this thing— who 
can have wrought the deed. 

Oed, Justly said; but no man on the earth can force 
the gods to what they will not. 

Ch. 1 would fain say w'hat seems to me next best 
after this. 

Oed. If there is yet a third course, spare not to 
show it. 

Ch. I know that our lord Teiresias is the seer most 
like to our lord Phoebus; from whom, O king, a 
searcher of these things might learn them most 
clearly. 

Oed. Not even this have I left out of my cares. On 
the hint of Creon, I have twice sent a man to bring 
him; and this long while I marvel why he is not here. 

Ch. Indeed (his skill apart) the rumours arc but 
faint and old. 

Oci/.What rumours are they ? I look to every story. 

Ch. Certain wayfarers were said to have killra 
him. 

Oed. I, too, have heard it, but none secs him who 
saw it. 

Ch. Nay, if he knows what fear is, he will not stay 
when he hears thy curses, so dire as they arc. 

Oed. When a man shrinks not from a deed, neither 
is he scared by a word. 

Ch. But there is one to convict him. For here they 
bring at last the godlike prophet, in whom alone of 
men doth live the truth. 

l^uer TEXREsiAS, led by a Boy, 
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Oed. Teiresias, whose soul grasps all things, the lor« 
that may be told and the unspeakable, the secrets o£ 
heaven and the low things of earth, thou feelest, 
though thou canst not see, what a plague doth haunt 
our State, from which, great prophet, we find in 
thee our protector and only saviour. Now, Phoebus 
—if indeed thou knowest it not from the messen- 
gers— sent answer to our question that the only rid- 
dance from this pest which could come was if we 
should learn aright the slayers of Laius, and slay 
them, or send them into exile from our land. Do 
thou, then, grudge neither voice of birds nor any 
other way of seer-lore that thou hast, but rescue thy- 
self and the State, rescue me, rescue all that is de- 
filed by the dead. For we are in thy hand; and man’s 
noblest task is to help others by his best means and 
powers. 

Teiresias, Alas, how dreadful to have wisdom 
where it profits not the wise! Aye, I knew this well, 
but let it slip out of mind; else would 1 never have 
come here. 

Oed, What now? How sad thou hast come in! 

Te, Let me go home; most easily wilt thou bear 
thine own burden to the end, and I mine, if thou 
wilt consent. 

Oed, Thy words are strange, nor kindly to this 
State which nurtured thee, when thou withholdest 
this response. 

Te, Nay, I see that thou, on thy part, opencst not 
thy lips in season : therefore I speak not, that neither 
may 1 have thy mishap. 

Oed, For the love of the gods, turn not away, if 
thou hast knowledge: all we suppliants implore thee 
on our knees. 

Te. Aye, for ye arc all without knowledge; but 
never will I reveal my griefs— that I say not thine. 

Oed, How sayest thou ? Thou knowest the secret, 
and wilt not tell it, but art minded to betray us and 
to destroy the State ? 

Te. I will pain neither myself nor thee. Why vainly 
ask these things? Thou wilt not learn them from me. 

Oed. What, basest of the base— for thou wouldest 
anger a very stone— wilt thou never speak out ? Can 
nothing touch thee ? Wilt thou never make an end ? 

Te, Thou blamest my temper, but secst not that 
to which thou thyself art wedded: no, thou findest 
fault with me. 

Oed* And who would not be angry to hear the 
words with which thou now dost slight this city ? 

Te. The future will come of itself, though 1 shroud 
it in silence. 

Oed. Then, seeing that it must come, thou on thy 
part shouldst tell me thereof. 

Te. I will speak no further; rage, then, if thou 
wilt, with the fiercest wrath thy heart doth know. 

Oed, Aye, verily, I will not spare— so wroth I am— 
to speak all my thouaht. Know that thou seemest 
to me e’en to have helped in plotting the deed, and 
to have done it, short of slaying with thy hands. 
Hadst thou eyesight, I would have said that the do- 
in^dso, of this thing was thine alone. 

TV, In sooth? 1 charge thee that thou abide by the 


decree of thine own mouth, and from this day speak 
neither to these nor to me; thou art the accursed 
defiler of this land. 

Oed. So brazen with thy blustering taunt? And 
wherein dost thou trust to escape thy due? 

Te, I have escajped: in my truth is my strength. 

Oed. Who taught thee this? It was not, at least, 
thine art. 

Te. Thou: for thou didst spur me into speech 
against my will. 

Oed. What speech ? Speak again that I may learn 
it better. 

Te. Didst thou not take my sense before? Or art 
thou tempting me in talk ? 

Oed, No, I took it not so that I can call it known: 
— speak again. 

Te. 1 say that thou art the slayer of tlfe man whose 
slayer thou seckest. I 

Oed. Now thou shalt rue that thou Imt twice said 
words so dire. \ 

Te, Wouldst thou have me say mor^ that thou 
mayest be more wroth ? 

Oed, What thou wilt; it will be said in vain. 

Te, I say that thou hast been living in unguessed 
shame with thy nearest kin, and seest not to what 
woe thou hast come. 

Oed. Dost thou indeed think that thou shalt al- 
ways speak thus without smarting? 

Te. Yes, if there is any strength in truth. 

Oed. Nay, there is, for all save thee; for thee that 
strength is not, since thou art maimed in ear, and 
in wit, and in eye. 

Te. Aye, and thou art a poor wretch to utter 
taunts which every man here will soon hurl at thee. 

Oed. Night, endless night hath thee in her keep- 
ing, so that thou canst never hurt me, or any man 
who sees the sun. 

Te, No, thy doom is not to fall by me: Apollo is 
enough, whose care it is to work that out. 

Oed. Are these Creon’s devices, or thine ? 

Te. Nay, Creon is no plague to thee; thou art 
thine own. 

Oed. O wealth, and empire, and skill surpassing 
skill in life’s keen rivalries, how great is the envy 
that cleaves to you, if for the sake, yea, of this power 
which the city hath put into my hands, a gift un- 
sought, Creon the trusty, Creon mine old friend, 
hath crept on me by stealth, yearning to thrust me 
out of it, and hath suborned such a scheming juggler 
as this, a tricky quack, who hath eyes only for his 
gains, but in his art is blind! 

Come, now, tell me, where hast thou proved thy- 
self a seer ? Why, when the Watcher was here who 
wove dark song, didst thou say nothing that could 
free this folk? Yet the riddle, at least, was not for 
the first comer to read; there was ne^ of a sect’s 
skill; and none such thou wast found to have, either 
by help of birds, or as known from any no, 1 
came, I, Oedipus the ignorant, and made her mute^ 
when 1 had the answer by my wit, untaught 
of birds. And it is I whom thou art trying to oust, 
thinking to stand close to Creon’s throne. Methfob 
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thou and the plotter of these things will rue your 
zeal to purge the land* Nay, didst thou not seem to 
be an old man, thou shouldst have learned to thy 
cost how bold thou art. 

Ch, To our thinking, both this n:ian*s words and 
thine, Oedipus, have been said in anger. Not for 
such words is our need, but to seek how we shall 
best discharge the mandates of the god. 

Te. King though thou art, the right of reply, at 
least, must be deemed the same for both; of that I 
too am lord. Not to thee do 1 live servant, but to 
Loxias; and so I shall not stand enrolled under Creon 
for my patron. And I tell thee— since thou hast 
taunt^ me even with blindness— that thou hast 
sight, yet scest not in what misery thou art, nor 
where thou dwellest, nor with whom. Dost thou 
know of what stock thou art ? And thou hast been 
an unwitting foe to thine own kin, in the shades, 
and on the earth above; and the double lash of thy 
mother’s and thy father’s curse shall one day drive 
thee from this land in dreadful haste, with darkness 
then on the eyes that now see true. 

And what place shall not be harbour to thy shriek, 
what of all Cithaeron shall not ring with it soon, 
when thou hast learnt the meaning of the nuptials 
in which, within that house, thou didst find a fatal 
haven, after a voyage so fair ? And a throng of other 
ills thou guessest not, which shall make thee level 
with thy true self and with thine own brood. 

Therefore heap thy scorns on Creon and on my 
message : for no one among men shall ever be crushed 
more miserably than thou. 

Oed. Are these taunts to be indeed borne from 
Aim?— Hence, ruin take thee I Hence, this instant! 
Back!— awayl— avaunt thee from these doors! 

Te, 1 had never come, not I, hadst thou not called 
me. 

Oed, I knew not that thou wast about to speak 
folly, or it had been long ere 1 had sent for thee to 
my house. 

Te. Such am I— as thou thinkest, a fool; but for 
the parents who begat thee, sane. 

Oed, What parents? Stay... and who of men is my 
sire? 

Te. llib day shaU show thy birth and shaU bring 
thy ruin. 

Oed. What riddles, what dark words thou always 
speakest! 

Te. Nay, art not thou most skilled to unravel dark 
speech? 

Oed. Make that my reproach in which thou shalt 
find me great. 

Te. Yet *twas just that fortune that undid thee. 

Oed. Nay, if I delivered this town, I care not. 

Te, Then 1 will go: so do thou, boy, take me 
hence. 

Oed. Aye, let him take thee: while here, thou art 
a hindrance, thou, a trouble: when thou hast van- 
ished, thou wilt not vex me more. 

Te. 1 will go when 1 have done mine errand, fear- 
less of ^y frown: for thou canst never destroy me. 
And I nm thee-^the man of whom thou hast ^ts 
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long while been in quest, uttering threats, and pro- 
claiming a search into the murder of LAius-<-t^t 
man is here, in seeming, an alien sojourner, but anon 
he shall be found a native Theban, and shall not be 
glad of his fortune. A blind man, he who now hath 
sight, a beggar, who now is rich, he shall make his 
way to a strange land, feeling the ground before him 
with his staff. And he shall 1^ found at once brother 
and father of the children with whom he consorts; 
son and husband of the woman who bore him; heir 
to his father’s bed, shedder of his father’s blood. 

So go thou in and think on that; and if thou find 
that 1 have been at fault, say thenceforth that I 
have no wit in prophecy. 

TEiRBsiAs is led out by the Boy. qeoipus enters 
the palace. 

Chorus 

Who is he of whom the divine voice from the 
Delphian rock hath spoken, as having wrought with 
red hands horrors that no tongue can tell ? 

It is time that he ply in flight a foot stronger than 
the feet of storm-swift steeds: for t^e son of Zeus is 
springing on him, all armed with fiery lightnings, 
and with him come the dread, unerring Fates. 

Yea, newly given from snowy Parnassus, the mes- 
sage hath flashed forth to make all search for the 
unknown man. Into the wild wood’s covert, among 
caves and rocks he is roaming, fierce as a bull, 
wretched and forlorn on his joyless path, still seek- 
ing to put from him the doom spoken at Earth’s 
central shrine: but that doom ever lives, ever flits 
around him. 

Dreadly, in sooth, dreadly doth the wise augur 
move me, who approve not, nor am able to deny. 
How to speak, I know not; I am fluttered with fore- 
bodings; neither in the present have I clear vision, 
nor of the future. Never in past days, nor in these, 
have 1 heard how the house of Labdacus or the son 
of Polybus had, either against other, any grief that 
I could bring as proof in assailing the public fame of 
Oedipus, and seeking to avenge the line of Labda- 
cus for the undiscovered murder. 

Nay, Zeus indeed and Apollo are keen of thought, 
and know the things of earth; but that mortal seer 
wins knowledge above mine, of this there can be no 
sure test; though man may surpass man in lore. Yet, 
until I see the word made good, never will I assent 
when men blame Oedipus. Before all eyes, the 
winged maiden came against him of old, and he was 
seen to be wise; he bore the test, in welcome service 
to our State; never, therefore, by the verdict of my 
heart shall he be adjudged guilty of crime. 

Enter creon. 

Or. Fellow-citizens, having learned that Oedipus 
the king lays dire charges against me, I am here, in- 
dignant. If in the present troubles, he thinks that 
he has suflered from me, by word or deed, aught 
that tends to harm, in truth I crave not my fuH 
term of years, when I must bear such blame as this. 
The wrong of this rumour touches me not in one 
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point alone, but has the largest scope, if I am to be 
called a traitor in the city, a traitor too by thee and 
by my friends. 

Ch. Nay, but this taunt came under stress, per- 
chance, of anger, rather than from the purpose of 
the heart. 

Cr. And the saying was uttered, that my counsels 
won the seer to utter his falsehoods? 

Ch, Such things were said— I know not with what 
meaning. 

Or, And was this charge laid against me with 
steady eyes and steady mind ? 

Ch, I know not; I see not what my masters do; 
but here comes our lord forth from the house. 

Enter oedipus. 

Oed, Sirrah, how earnest thou here ? Hast thou a 
front so bold that thou hast come to my house, who 
art the proved assassin of its master, the palpable 
robber of my crown ? Come, tell me, in the name of 
the gods, was it cowardice or folly that thou sawest 
in me, that thou didst plot to do this thing ? Didst 
thou think that I would not note this deed of thine 
creeping on me by stealth, or, aware, would not 
ward it off? Now is not thine attempt foolish, to 
seek, without followers or friends, a throne, a prize 
which followers and wealth must win ? 

Or, Mark me now— in answer to thy words, hear 
a fair reply, and then judge for thyself on knowledge. 

Oed, I'hou art apt in speech, but 1 have a poor wit 
for thy lessons, since I have found thee my malig- 
nant foe. 

Cr. Now first hear how I will explain this very 
thing— 

Oed. Explain me not one thing— that thou art not 
fiilse. 

Or, If thou deemest that stubbornness without 
sense is a good gift, thou art not wise. 

Oed. If thou deemest that thou canst wrong a kins- 
man and escape the penalty, thou art not sane. 

Or. Justly said, I grant thee: but tell me what is 
the wrong that thou sayest thou hast suffered from 
me. 

Oed. Didst thou advise, or didst thou not, that I 
should send for that reverend seer ? 

Or, And now 1 am still of the same mind. 

Oed, How long is it, then, since I^ius — 

Or. Since Laius... ? I take not thy drift... 

Oed, —was swept from men’s sight by a deadly vi- 
olence? 

Or. The count of years would run far into the past. 

Oed. Was this seer, then, of the craft in those days ? 

Cr, Yea, skilled as now, and in equal honour. 

Oed. Made he, then, any mention of me at that 
time? 

Cr, Never, certainly, when I was within hearing. 

Oed, But held ye not asearch touching themurder ? 

Cr. Due search we held, of course— and learned 
nothing. 

Oed. And how was it that this sage did not tell his 
story then} 

Cr. I know not; where I lack light, *tis my wont 
to be silent. 
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Oed. Thus much, at least, thou knowest, and 
couldst declare with light enough. 

Cr. What is that ? If I know it, I will not deny. 

Oed. That, if he had not conferred with thee, he 
would never have named my slaying of Laius. 

Cr. If so he speaks, thou best knowest; but I claim 
to learn from thee as much as thou hast now from me. 

Oed. Learn thy fill: I shall never be found guilty of 
the blood. 

Cr. Say, then— thou hast married my sister ? 

Oed, The question allows not of denial. 

Cr. And thou rulcst the land as she doth, with like 
sway? 

Oed. She obtains from me all her desire. 

Cr, And rank not I as a third peer of you twain ? 

Oed. Aye, ’tis just therein that thou art seen a false 
friend. . ^ 

Cr. Not so, if thou wouldst reason with thine own 
heart as I with mine. And first weigh this — whether 
thou thinkest that any one would choose to rule 
amid terrors rather than in unrufiled peace, grant- 
ing that he is to have the same powers. Now I, for 
one, have no yearning in my nature to be a king 
rather than to do kingly deeds, no, nor hath any 
man who knows how to keep a sober mind. For now 
I win all boons from thee without fear; but, were I 
ruler myself, I should be doing much e’en against 
mine own pleasure. 

How, then, could royalty be sweeter for me to 
have than painless rule and influence ? Not yet am I 
so misguided as to desire other honours than those 
which profit. Now, all wish me joy; now, every man 
has a greeting for me; now, those who have a suit to 
thee crave speech with me, since therein is all their 
hope of success. Then why should I resign these 
things, and take those ? No mind will become false, 
while it is wise. Nay, I am no lover of such policy, 
and, if another put it into deed, never could I bear 
to act with him. 

And, in proof of this, first, go to Pytho, and ask 
if I brought thee true word of the oracle; then next, 
if thou find that I have planned aught in concert 
with the soothsayer, take and slay me, by the sen- 
tence not of one mouth, but of twain — by mine own, 
no less than thine. But make me not guilty in a 
corner, on unproved surmise. It is not right to ad- 
judge bad men good at random, or good men bad. 
I count it a like thing for a man to cast off a true 
friend as to cast away the life in his own bosom, 
which most he loves. Nay, thou wilt learn these 
things with sureness in time, for time alone shows 
a just man; but thou couldst discern a knave even 
in one day, 

Ch. Well hath he spoken, O king, for one who 
giveth heed not to fall: the quick in counsel are not 
sure. 

Oed, When the stealthy plotter is moving on me 
in quick sort, I, too, must be quick with my counter- 
plot, If I await him in repose, his ends will have been 
gained, and mine missed. 

Cr. What wouldst thou, then ? Cast me out of the 
land? 
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Oed. Not so: I desire thy dcath—not thy banish- 
ment—that thou mayest show forth what manner 
of thing is envy. 

O. Thou sp^est as resolved not to yield or to 
believe? 

[Oed, No; for thou persuadest me not that thou art 
worthy of belief.] 

Cr. No, for I find thee not sane. 

Oed, Sane, at least, in mine own interest. 

Cr. Nay, thou shouldst be so in mine also. 

Oed, Nay, thou art false. 

Cr. But if thou understandest nought? 

Oed. Yet must I rule. 

Cr. Not if thou rule ill. 

Oed. Hear him, O Thebes! 

Cr. Thebes is for me also—not for thee alone. 

Enter iocasta. 

Ch. Cease, princes; and in good time for you I sec 
Iocasta coming yonder from the house, with whose 
help ye should compose your present feud. 

Iocasta. Misguided men, why have ye raised such 
foolish strife of tongues ? Arc ye not ashamed, while 
the land is thus sick, to stir up troubles of your own ? 
Come, go thou into the house — and thou, Creon, to 
thy home— and forbear to make much of a petty 
grief. 

Cr. Kinswoman, Oedipus thy lord claims to do 
dread things unto me, even one or other of two ills 
—to thrust me from the land of my fathers, or to 
slay me amain. 

Oed, Yea; for I have caught him, lady, working 
evil, by ill arts, against my person. 

Cr. Now may 1 sec no good, but perish accursed, 
if I have done aught to thee of that wherewith thou 
chargest me! 

lo. O, for the gods’ love, believe it, Oedipus — 
first, for the awful sake of this oath unto the gods, 
then for my sake and for theirs who stand before 
thee ? 

{The following lines between the chorus and oedipus 

and between the chorus, iocasta, and oedipus 

are chanted responsively.) 

Ch. Consent, reflect, hearken, O my king, I pray 
thee! 

Oed, What grace, then, wouldcst thou have me 
grant thee? 

Ch. Respect him who aforetime was not foolish, 
and who now is strong in his oath. 

Oed. Now dost thou know what thou cravest? 

Ch. Yea. 

Oed. Declare, then, what thou meanest. 

Ch. That thou shouldest never use an unproved 
rumour to cast a dishonouring charge on the friend 
who has bound himself with a curse. 

Oed. Then be very sure that, when thou seckest 
this, for me thou art seeking destruction, or exile 
from this land. 

Ch. No, by him who stands in the front of all the 
heavenly host, no, by the Sun! Unblest, unfriended, 
may I die by the uttermost doom, if I have that 
thought! But my unhappy soul is worn by the with- 
ering of thedand, and again by the thought that our 


old sorrows should be crowned by sorrows spring- 
ing from you twain. 

Oed. Then let him go, though I am surely doomed 
to death, or to be thrust dishonoured from the land. 
Thy lips, not his, move my compassion by their 
plaint; but he, where’er he be, shall be hated. 

Cr. Sullen in yielding art thou seen, even as vehe- 
ment in the excesses of thy wrath; but such natures 
are justly sorest for themselves to bear. 

Oed. Then wilt thou not leave me in peace, and 
get thee gone? 

Cr. I will go my way; I have found thee undis- 
cerning, but in the sight of these 1 am just. Exit. 

Ch. Lady, why dost thou delay to take yon man 
into the house ? 

Jo. I will do so, when I have learned what hath 
chanced. 

Ch. Blind suspicion, bred of talk, arose; and, on 
the other part, injustice wounds. 

lo. It was on both sides? 

Ch. Aye. 

lo. And what was the story? 

Ch. Enough, me thinks, enough— when our land 
is already vexed — that the matter should rest where 
it ceased. 

Oed. Seest thou to what thou hast come, for all thy 
honest purpose, in seeking to slack and blunt my zeal ? 

Ch. King, I have said it not once alone— be sure 
that I should have been shown a madman, bankrupt 
in sane counsel, if I put thee away— thee, who gav- 
est a true course to my beloved country when dis- 
traught by troubles— thee, who now also art like to 
prove our prospering guide. 

lo. In the name of the gods, tell me also, O king, 
on what account thou hast conceived this steadfast 
wrath. 

Oed. That will I; for I honour thee, lady, above 
yonder men: the cause is Croon, and the plots that 
he hath laid against me. 

lo. Speak on— if thou canst tell clearly how the 
feud began. 

Oed. He says that I stand guilty of the blood of 
Laius. 

lo. As on his own knowledge ? Or on hearsay from 
another? 

Oed. Nay, he hath made a rascal seer his mouth- 
piece; as for himself, he keeps his lips wholly pure. 

lo. Then absolve thyself of the things whereof 
thou speakest; hearken to me, and learn for thy 
comfort that nought of mortal birth is a sharer in 
the science of the seer. I will give thee pithy proof 
of that. 

An oracle came to Laius once — I will not say from 
Phoebus himself, but from his ministers— that the 
doom should overtake him to die by the hand of his 
child, who should spring from him and me. 

Now Laius— as, at least, the rumour saith— was 
murdered one day by foreign robbers at a place 
where three highways meet. And the child’s birth 
was not three days past, when Laius pinned its 
ankles together, and had it thrown, by others’ hands, 
on a trackless mountain. 
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So, in that case, ApoUo brought it not to pass that 
the babe should become the slayer of his sire, or that 
Laius should die^the dread thing which he feared 
—by his child’s hand. Thus did the messages of seer- 
craft map out the future. Regard them, thou, not 
at all. miatsoever needful things the god seeks, he 
himself will easily bring to light. 

Oed* What restlessness of soul, lady, what tumult 
of the mind hath just come upon me since I heard 
thee speak! 

/o. What anxiety hath startled thee, that thou 
sayest this? 

Oed. Methought I heard this from thee— that 
Laius was slain where three highways meet. 

/o. Yea, that was the story ; nor hath it ceased yet. 
Oed, And where is the place where this befell? 

/o. The land is called Phocis; and branching roads 
lead to the same spot from Delphi and from Daulia. 

Oed, And what is the time that hath passed since 
these things were? 

lo. The news was published to the town shortly 
before thou wast first seen in power over this land. 

Oed. O Zeus, what hast thou decreed to do unto 
me? 

lo. And wherefore, Oedipus, doth this thing weigh 
upon thy soul? 

Oed. Ask me not yet; but say what was the stature 
of Laius, and how ripe his manhood. 

lo. He was tall, the silver just lightly strewn 
among his hair; and his form was not greatly unlike 
to thine. 

Oed. Unhappy that I am! Methinks I have been 
laying myself even now under a dread curse, and 
knew it not. 

lo. How sayest thou? 1 tremble when I look on 
thee, my king. 

Oed. Dread misgivings have 1 that the seer can see. 
But thou wilt show better if thou wilt tell me one 
thing more. 

lo. Indeed— though I tremble— I will answer all 
thou askest, when I hear it. 

Oed. Went he in small force, or with many armed 
followers, like a chieftain? 

lo. Five they were in all— a herald one of them; 
and there was one carriage, which bore Laius. 

Oed. Alas! ’Tis now clear indeed.— Who was he 
who gave you these tidings, lady? 
lo. A servant— the sole survivor who came home. 
Oed. Is he haply at hand in the house now ? 
lo. No, truly; so soon as he came thence, and 
found thee reigning in the stead of Laius, he suppli- 
cated me, with hand laid on mine, that I would send 
him to the fields, to the pastures of the flocks, that 
he might be far from the sight of this town. And I 
sent him; he was worthy, for a slave, to win e’en a 
larger boon than that 

Oed. Would, then, that he could return to us with- 
out delay! 

h. It is easy: but wherefore dost thou enjoin thb? 
Oed. I fear, lady, that mine own lips have been un- 
guarded; and therefore am I fain to behold him. 
lo. Nay, he shall come. But 1 too, methinks, have 
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a claim to learn what lies heavy on thy heart, my 
king. 

Oed. Yea, and it shall not be kept from thee, now 
that my forebodings have advancra so fiir. Who, in- 
deed, is more to me than thou, to whom I should 
speak in passing through such a fortune as this? 

My father was Polybus of Corinth, my mother, 
the Dorian Merope; and 1 was held the first of all 
the folk in that town, until a chance befell me, 
worthy, indeed, of wonder, though not worthy of 
mine own heat concerning it. At a banquet, a man 
full of wine cast it at me in his cups that I was not 
the true son of my sire. And I, vexed, restrained my- 
self for that day as best I might; but on the next I 
went to my mother and father, and questioned 
them; and they were wroth for the tapnt with him 
who had let that word fly. So on th^ part I had 
comfort; yet was this thing ever rankling in my 
heart; for it still crept abroad with strong rumour. 
And, unknown to mother or father, I went to Del- 
phi; and Phoebus sent me forth disappotfited of that 
knowledge for which I came, but in his response set 
forth other things, full of sorrow and terror and woe; 
even that I was fated to defile my mother’s bed; 
and that I should show unto men a brood which 
they could not endure to behold; and that 1 should 
be the slayer of the sire who begat me. 

And I, when I had listened to Ais, turned to flight 
from the land of Corinth, thenceforth wotting of 
its region by the stars alone, to some spot where I 
should never see fulfilment of the infamies foretold 
in mine evil doom. And on my way I came to the 
regions in which thou sayest that this prince per- 
ished. Now, lady, I will tell thee the truth. When in 
my journey I was near to those three roads, there 
met me a herald, and a man seated in a carriage 
drawn by colts, as thou hast described; and he who 
was in front, and the old man himself, were for 
thrusting me rudely from the path. Then, in anger, 
I struck him who pushed me aside— the driver; and 
the old man, seeing it, watched the moment when 1 
was passing, and, from the carriage, brought his goad 
with two teeth down full upon my head. Yet was 
he paid with interest; by one swift blow from the 
staff in this hand he was rolled right out of the car- 
riage, on his back; and 1 slew every man of them. 

But if this stranger had any tie of kinship with 
Laius, who is now more wretched than the man be- 
fore thee? What mortal could prove more hated of 
heaven ? Whom no stranger, no citizen, is allowed to 
receive in his house; whom it is unlawful that any 
one accost; whom all must repel from their homes! 
And this— this curse— was laid on me by no mouth 
but mine own! And I pollute the bed of the slain 
man with the hands by which he perished. Say, am 
I vile? Oh, am I not utterly unclean ?— seeing that 
I must be banished, and in ranishment see not mine 
own people, nor set foot in mine own land, or else 
be joined in wedlock to my mother, and day my 
sire, even Polybus, who be^t and reared me. 

llien would not he speak ari^t of Oedipus, who 
fudged these things sent by some cruel poim above 
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manP For1»d, forbid, ye pure and awful gods, that 
1 should see that day! No, may I be swept from 
among men, ere I behold myself visited with the 
b^and of such a doom! 

Ch, To us, indeed, these things, O king, are 
fraught with fear; yet have hope, until at least thou 
hast gained fullknowiedge from him whosaw thedeed. 

Hope, in truth, rests with me thus far alone; 

I can await the man summoned from the pastures. 

lo. And when he has appeared— what wouldst 
thou have of him? 

Otfd. I will tell thee. If his story be found to tally 
with thine, 1, at least, shall stand clear of disaster. 

lo. And what of special note didst thou hear from 
me? 

Oed. Thou wast saying that he spoke of Laius as 
slain by robbers. If, then, he still speaks, as before, 
of several, I was not the slayer: a solitary man could 
not be held the same with that band. But if he 
names one lonely wayfarer, then beyond doubt this 
guilt leans to me. 

Jo. Nay, be assured that thus, at least, the tale 
was first told; he cannot revoke that, for the city 
heard it, not I alone. But even if he should diverge 
somewhat from his former story, never, king, can he 
show that the murder of Laius, at least, is truly 
square to prophecy; of whom Loxias plainly said 
that he must die by the hand of my child. Howbeit 
that poor innocent never slew him, but perished 
first itself. So henceforth, for what touches divina- 
tion, I would not look to my right hand or my left. 

0«/. Thou j udgest well. But nevertheless send some 
one to fetch tne peasant, and neglect not this matter. 

Jo. I will send without delay. But let us come into 
the house: nothing will I do save at thy good pleas- 
ure. OEDIPUS afid lOGASTA go tfUo tkc palocc. 

Chorus 

May destiny still find me winning the praise of 
reverent purity in all words and deeds sanctioned by 
those laws of range sublime, called into life through- 
out the high clear heaven, whose father is Olympus 
alone; their parent was no race of mortal men, no, 
nor shall oblivion ever lay them to sleep; the god is 
mighty in them, and he grows not old. 

Insolence breeds the tyrant; Insolence, once vain- 
ly surfeited on wealth that is not meet nor good for 
it, when it hath scaled the topmost ramparts, is 
hurled to a dire doom, wherein no service of the feet 
am serve. But I pray that the god never quell such 
rivalry as benefits the State; the god will I ever hold 
for our protector. 

But if any man walks haughtily in deed or word, 
with no fear of fustice, no reverence for the images 
of gods, may an evil doom seize him for his ill- 
starred pride, if he will not win his vantage fairly, 
nor keep him from unholy deeds, but must lay pro- 
fiming hands on sanctities. 

Where such things are, what mortal shall boast 
any xDott that he can ward the arrows of the gods 
from hisHfe ? Nay, if such deeds are in honotu, where- 
fore should we join in the sacred dance? 


No more will 1 go reverently to earth's central 
and inviolate shrine, no more to Abac's temple or 
Olympia, if these oracles fit not the issue, so truit sfil 
men shall point at them with the finger. Nay, king 
—if thou art rightly called— Zeus all-ruling, may 
if not escape thee and thine ever-deat bless power I 

The old prophecies concerning Laius are fading; 
already men are setting them at nought, and no- 
where is Apollo glorified with honours; the worship 
of the gods is perishing. 

locASTA comes fortk^ bearing a branchy wreathed 
with festoons of wooU which^ as a suppliant, 
she is about to lay on the altar of the household 
god, Lycean Apollo, in front of the palace. 

lo. Princes of the land, the thought has come to 
me to visit the shrines of the gods, with this wreathed 
branch in my hands, and these gifts of incense. For 
Oedipus excites his soul overmuch with all manner 
of alarms, nor, like a man of sense, judges the new 
things by the old, but is at the will of the speaker, 
if he speak terrors. 

Since, then, by counsel I can do no good, to thee, 
Lycean Apollo, for thou are nearest, I have come, a 
suppliant with these symbols of prayer, that thou 
mayest find us some riddance from uncleanness. For 
now we arc all afraid, seeing him affrighted, even as 
they who see fear in the helmsman of their ship. 
While locASTA is offering her prayers to the god, 
a MESSENGER etUers and addresses The chorus. 

Messenger. Might I learn from you, strangers, 
where is the house of the King Oedipus ? Or, better 
still, tell me where he himself is— if ye know. 

Ch. This is his dwelling, and he himself, stranger, 
is within; and this lady is the mother of his children. 

Me. Then may she be ever happy in a happy 
home, since she is his heaven-blest queen. 

Jo. Happiness to thee also, stranger I ’tis the due 
of thy fair greeting. But say what thou hast come to 
seek or to tell. 

Me. Good tidings, lady, for thy house and for thy 
husband. 

Jo. What are they? And from whom hast thou 
come? 

Me. From Corinth: and at the message which 1 
will speak anon thou wilt rejoice— doubtless; yet 
haply grieve. 

lo. And what is it? How hath it thus a double 
potency ? 

Me. The people will make him king of the Isth- 
mian land, as 'twas said there. 

Jo. How then ? Is the aged Polybus no more in 
power? 

Me. No, verily: for death holds him in the tomb. 

lo. How sayest thou? Is Polybus dead, old man? 

Me. If I speak not the truth, I am content to die. 

lo. O handmaid, away with all speed, and tell this 
to thy master! O ye oracles of the gods, where stand 
ye now! This is the man whom Oedipus long feared 
and shunned, lest he should slay him; and now this 
man hath died in the course of destiny, not by his 
hand. 

Enter ossapoB, 
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Oed, locasta, dearest wife, why hast thou sum- 
moned me forth from these doors ? 

lo. Hear this man, and judge, as thou listenest, to 
what the awful oracles of the gods have come. 

Oed. And hc—who may he be, and what news 
hath he forme? 

/o. He is from Corinth, to tell that thy father 
Polybus lives no longer, but hath perished. 

Oed. How, stranger? Let me have it from tliinc 
own mouth. 

Me. If I must first make these tidings plain, know 
indeed that he is dead and gone. 

Oed. By treachery, or by visit of disease? 

Me. A light thing in the scale brings the aged to 
their rest. 

Oed. Ah, he died, it seems, of sickness? 

Me. Yea, and of the long years that he had told. 

Oed. Alas, alas! Why, indeed, my wife, should one 
look to the hearth of the Pythian seer, or to the 
birds that scream above our heads, on whose show- 
ing I was doomed to slay my sire ? But he is dead, 
and hid already beneath the earth; and here am I, 
who have not put hand to spear. Unless, perchance, 
he was killed by longing for me: thus, indeed, I 
should be the cause of his death. But the oracles as 
they stand, at least. Polybus hath swept with liim 
to his rest in Hades: they arc worth nought. 

lo. Nay, did I not so foretell to thee long since? 

Oed. Thou didst: but I was misled by my fear. 

Jo. Now no more lay aught of those things to 
heart. 

Oed. But surely I must needs fear my mother’s 
bed? 

lo. Nay, what should mortal fear, for whom the 
decrees of fortune arc supreme, and who hath clear 
foresight of nothing? ’Tis best to live at random, as 
one may. But fear not thou touching wedlock with 
thy mother. Many men ere now have so fared in 
dreams also: but he to whom these things arc as 
nought bears his life most easily. 

Oed. All these bold words of thine w'ould have been 
well, were not my mother living; but as it is, since 
she lives, I must needs fear— though thou sayest well. 

Jo. Howbeit thy father’s death is a great sign to 
cheer us. 

Oed. Great, I know ; but my fear is of her who lives. 

Me. And who is the woman about whom ye fear ? 

Oed. Mcropd, old man, the consort of Polybus. 

Me. And what is it in her that moves your fear? 

Oed. A heaven-sent oracle of dread import, 
stranger. 

Me. Lawful, or unlawful, for another to know? 

Oed. Lawful, surely. Loxias once said that I was 
doomed to espouse mine own mother, and to shed 
with mine own hands my father’s blood. Wherefore 
my home in Corinth was long kept by me afar; 
with happy event, indeed—yet still *tis sweet to sec 
the face of parents. 

Me. Was it indeed for fear of this that thou wast 
an exile from the city ? 

Oed. And because I wished not, old man, to be the 
slayer of my sire. 


Me. Then why have I not freed thee, king, from 
this fear, seeing that I came with friendly purpose? 

Oed. Indeed thou shouldst have guerdon due from 
me. 

Me. Indeed ’twas chiefly for this that I came— 
that, on thy return home, I might reap some good. 

Oed. Nay, I will never go near my parents. 

Me. Ah my son, *tis plain enough that thou know- 
est not what thou doest. 

Oed. How, old man ? For the gods* love, tell me. 

Me. If for these reasons thou shrinkest from going 
home. 

Oed. Aye, I dread lest Phoebus prove himself true 
for me. 

Me. Thou dreadest to be stained with guilt 
through thy parents ? 

Oed. Even so, old man— this it is that ever affrights 
me. 

Me. Dost thou know, then, that tfey fears arc 
wholly vain ? - 

Oed. How so, if I was born of those parents ? 

Me. Because Polybus was nothing to thee in 
blood. 

Oed. What sayest thou ? Was Polybus not my sire ? 

Me. No more than he w^ho speaks to thee, but 
just so much. 

Oed. And how can my sire be level with him who 
is as nought to me ? 

Me. Nay, he begat thee not, any more than I. 

Oed. Nay, wherefore, then, called he me his son ? 

Me. Know that he had received thee as a gift 
from my hands of yore. 

Oed. And yet he loved me so dearly, who came 
from another’s hand ? 

Me. Y ca, his former childlessness won him there- 
to. 

Oed. And thou— hadst thou bought me or found 
me by chance, when thou gavest me to him ? 

Me. Found thee in Cithaeron’s winding glens. 

Oed. And wherefore wast thou roaming in those 
regions ? 

Me. 1 was there in charge of mountain flocks. 

Oed. What, thou wast a shepherd— a vagrant hire- 
ling? 

Me. But thy preserver, my son, in that hour. 

Oed. And what pain was mine when thou didst 
take me in thine arms ? 

Me. The ankles of thy feet might witness. 

Oed. Ah me, why dost thou speak of that old 
trouble ? 

Me. I freed thee when thou hadst thine ankles 
pinned together, 

Oed. Aye, ’twas a dread brand of shame that I 
took from my cradle. 

Me. Such, that from that fortune thou wast 
called by the name which still is thine. 

Oed, Oh, for the gods* love— was the deed my 
mother’s or father’s? Spcakl 

Me. I know not; he who gave thee to me wots 
better of that than I. 

Oed. W^t, thou hadst me from another? Thou 
didst not light on me thyself? 
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Me, No: another shepherd gave thee up to me. 

Oed. Who was he? Art thou in case to tell clearly? 

Me. I think he was called one of the household of 
Laius. 

Oed, The king who ruled this country long ago? 

Me. The same: *twas in his service that the man 
was a herd. 

Oed. Is he still alive, that I might see him ? 

Me. Nay, ye folk of the country should know 
best. 

Oed. Is there any of you here present that knows 
the herd of whom he speaks— that hath seen him in 
the pastures or the town? Answer! The hour hath 
come that these things should be finally revealed. 

Ch. Methinks he speaks of no other than the 
peasant w'hom thou wast already fain to see; but our 
lady locasta might best tell that. 

Oed. Lady, wottest thou of him whom we lately 
summoned ? Is it of him that this man speaks ? 

lo. Why ask of whom he spoke? Regard it not... 
waste not a thought on what he said. ..’t were idle. 

Oed. It must not be that, with such clues in my 
grasp, 1 should fail to bring my birth to light. 

lo. For the gods’ sake, if thou hast any care for 
thine own life, forbear this search! My anguish is 
enough. 

Oed. Be of good courage; though I be found the 
son of servile mother— aye, a slave by three descents 
--thou wilt not be proved base-born. 

lo. Yet hear me, I implore thee: do not thus. 

Oed. 1 must not hear of not discovering the whole 
truth. 

lo. Yet I wish thee well— I counsel thee for the 
best. 

Oed. These best counsels, then, vex my patience. 

lo. Ill-fated one! Mayest thou never come to 
know who thou art! 

Oed. Go, someone, fetch me the herdsman hither, 
and leave yon woman to glory in her princely stock. 

lo, Alas, alas, miserable!— that word alone can I 
say unto thee, and no other word henceforth for 
ever. 

She rushes into the palace. 

Ch. Why hath the lady gone, Oedipus, in a trans- 
port of wild grief? I misdoubt, a storm of sorrow 
will break forth from this silence. 

Oed. Break forth what will! Be my race never so 
low'ly, I must crave to learn it. Yon woman, per- 
chance— for she is proud with more than a woman’s 
ride— thinks shame of my base source. But I, who 
old my.self son of Fortune that gives good, w'ill not 
be dishonoured. She is the mother from whom I 
spring; and the months, my kinsmen, have marked 
me sometimes lowly, sometimes great. Such being 
ray lineage, never more can I prove false to it, or 
spare to search out the secret of my birth. 

Ch. If I am a seer or wise of heart, O Cithacron, 
thou shalt not fail— by yon heaven, thou shalt not! 
•“to know at tomorrow’s full moon that Oedipus 
honours thee as native to him, as his nurse, and his 
mother, and that thou art celebrated in our dance 
and song, because thou art well-pleasing to our 
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prince. O Phoebus to whom we cry, may these 
things find favour in thy sight! 

Who was it, my son, who of the race whose years 
are many that bore thee in wedlock with Pan, the 
mountain-roaming father? Or was it a bride of 
Loxias that bore thee ? For dear to him arc all the 
upland pastures. Or perchance ’twas Cyllenc’s lord, 
or the Bacchants’ god, dweller on the hill-tops, that 
received thee, a new-born joy, from one of the 
Nymphs of Helicon, with whom he most doth 
sport. 

Oed. Elders, if ’tis for me to guess, who have never 
met with him, I think I see the herdsman of whom 
we have long been in quest; for in his venerable age 
he tallies w’ith yon stranger’s years, and withal I 
know’ those who bring him, methinks, as servants of 
mine own. But perchance thou mayest have the 
advantage of me in knowledge, if thou hast seen the 
herdsman before. 

Ch. Aye, I know him, be sure; he was in the serv- 
ice of Laius— trusty as any man, in his shepherd’s 
place. 

The HERDSMAN is brought in, 

Oed. I ask thee first, Corinthian stranger, is this he 
whom thou meanest ? 

Me. This man whom thou bcholdest. 

Oed. Ho thou, old man— I would have thee look 
this way, and answer all that I ask thee. Thou wast 
once in the service of I^ius? 

Herdsman. I was— a slave not bought, but reared 
in his house. 

Oed. Employed in what labour, or what way 
of life? 

He. For the best part of my life I tended flocks. 

Oed. And w’hat the regions that thou didst chiefly 
haunt ? 

He. Sometimes it w’as Cithacron, sometimes the 
neighbouring ground. 

Oed. Then w'ottest thou of having noted yon man 
in these parts— 

He. Dicing w’hat?...What man dost thou mean?... 

Oed. This man here- or of having ever met him 
before ? 

He. Not so that I could speak at once from mem- 
ory. 

Me. And no wonder, master. But I w ill bring clear 
recollection to his ignorance. I am sure that he well 
wots of the time when we abode in the region of 
Cithacron- he with two flocks, I, his comrade, with 
one— three full half-years, from spring to Arcturus; 
and then for the winter I used to drive my flock to 
mine ow'n fold, and he took his to the fold of Laius. 
Did aught of this liappen as 1 tell, or did it not? 

He. Thou speakest the truth— though *tis long 
ago. 

Me. Come, tell me now— wottest thou of having 
given me a boy in those days, to be reared as mine 
own foster-son ? 

He. What now ? Why dost thou ask the question? 

Me. Yonder man, my friend, is he who then wa?. 
young. 

He, Plague seize thee— be silent once for alll 
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Oed. Hal chide him not, old man— thy words 
need chiding more than his. 

Hr, And wherein, most noble master, do I offend ? 

Oed. In not telling of the boy concerning whom 
he asks. 

He. He speaks without knowledge— he is busy to 
no purpose. 

Oed. Thou wilt not speak with a good grace, but 
thou shall on pain. 

Hr. Nay, for the gods* love, misuse not an old manl 

Oed. Ho, some one— pinion him this instant I 

Hr. Alas, wherefore? what more wouldst thou 
learn? 

Oed. Didst thou give this man the child of whom 
he asks? 

Hr. I did— and would I had perished that day! 

Oed. Well, thou wilt come to that, unless thou tell 
the honest truth. 

He. Nay, much more am I lost, if I speak. 

Oed. The fellow is bent, methinks on more delays... 

Hr. No, no! I said before that I gave it to him. 

Oed. Whence hadst thou got it? In thine own 
house, or from another? 

He. Mine own it was not— I had received it from 
a man. 

Oed. From whom of the citizens here? from what 
home? 

He, Forbear, for the gods’ love, master, forbear 
to ask morel 

Oed. Thou art lost if I have to question thee again. 

Hr. It was a child, then, of the house of Laius. 

Oed. A slave? or one born of his own race ? 

Hr. Ah me— I am on the dreaded brink of speech. 

Oed. And I of hearing; yet must I hear. 

Hr. Thou must know, then, that ’twas said to be 
his own child— but thy lady within could best say 
how these things are. 

Oed. How? She gave it to thee? 

Hr. Yea, O king, 

Oed. For what end ? 

Hr. That I should make away with it. 

Oed. Her own child, the wretch? 

He. Aye, from fear of evil prophecies. 

Oed. What were they ? 

Hr. The tale ran that he must slay his sire. 

Oed. Why, then, didst thou give him up to this 
Oldman? 

Hr. Through pity, master, as deeming that he 
would bear him away to another land, whence he 
himself came; but he saved him for the direst woe. 
For if thou art what this man saith, know that thou 
wast born to misery. 

Oed. Oh, oh! All brought to pass— all true! Thou 
light, may I now look my last on thee— I who have 
l>ttn found accursed in birth, accursed in wedlock, 
accursed in the shedding of blood! 

He rushes into the palace. 

Chorus 

Alas, ye generations of men, how mere a shadow 
do I count your life! Where, where is the mortal 
who wins more of happiness than just the seeming, 


and, after the semblance, a hilling away ? Thine is a 
&te that warns me— thine, thine, unhappy Oedi- 
pus— to call no earthly creature blest. 

For he, O Zeus, sped his shaft with peerless skill, 
and won the prize of an all-prosperous fortune; he 
slew the maiden with crooked talons who sang 
darkly; he arose for our land as a tower against 
death. And from that time, Oedipus, thou hast 
been called our king, and hast been honoured su- 
premely, bearing sway in great Thebes. 

But now whose story is more grievous in men’s 
cars? Who is a more wretched captive to fierce 
plagues and troubles, with all his life reversed ? 

Alas, renowned Oedipus! The same bounteous 
place of rest sufficed thee, as child and as sire also, 
that thou shouldst make thereon thy nuptial couch. 
Oh, hpw.can the soil wherein thy father sowed, un- 
happy one, have suffered thee in silence so long? 

Time the all-seeing hath found thee but in thy de- 
spite: he judgeth the monstrous marriage wherein 
begetter and begotten have long beAi one. 

Alas, thou child of Laius, would, would that I had 
never seen thee! I wail as one who pours a dirge 
from his lips; sooth to speak, ’twas thou that gavest 
me new life, and through thee darkness hath fallen 
upon mine eyes. 

Enter second messenger from the house. 

Second Messenger. Ye who arc ever most honoured 
in this land, what deeds shall ye hear, what deeds 
behold, what burden of sorrow shall be yours, if, 
true to your race, ye still care for the house of Lab- 
dacusl For I ween that not Ister nor Phasis could 
wash this house clean, so many are the ills that it 
shrouds, or will soon bring to light— ills wrought 
not unwittingly, but of purpose. And those grie& 
smart most which arc seen to be of our own choice. 

Ch. Indeed those which we knew before fall not 
short of claiming sore lamentation: besides them, 
what dost thou announce? 

2 Me. This is the shortest tale to tell and to hear: 
our royal lady locasta is dead. 

Ch. Alas, hapless one! From what cause? 

2 Me. By her own hand. The worst pain in what 
hath chanced is not for you, for yours it is not to 
behold. Nevertheless, so hr as mine own memory 
serves, ye shall learn that unhappy woman’s fate. 

When, frantic, she had passeef within the vesti- 
bule, she rushed straight towards her nuptial couch, 
clutching her hair with the fingers of both hands; 
once within the chamber, she dashed the doors to- 
gether at her back; then called on the name of Laius, 
long since a corpse, mindful of that son, begotten 
long ago, by whom the sire was slain, leaving the 
mother to breed accursed offspring with his own. 

And she bewailed the wedlock wherein, wretched, 
she had borne a twofold brood, husband by husband, 
children by her child. And how thereafter she pc|- 
ished, is more than I know. For with a shriek Oedi- 
pus burst in, and suffered us not to watch her woe 
unto the end; on him, as he rushed around, our e^es 
were set. To and fro he went, asking us to give Iw 



a sword, asking where he should find the wife who 
was no wife, but a mother whose womb had borne 
dike himself and his children. And, in his frenzy, a 
power above man was his guide; for *twas none of 
us mortals who were nigh. And with a dread shriek, 
as though someone beckoned him on, he sprang at 
the double doors, and from their sockets forced the 
bending bolts, and rushed into the room. 

There beheld we the woman hanging by the neck 
in a twisted noose of swinging cords. But he, when 
he saw her, with a dread, deep cry of misery, loosed 
the halter whereby she hung. And when the hapless 
woman was stretched upon the ground, then was 
the sequel dread to see. For he tore from her rai- 
ment the golden brooches wherewith she was decked, 
and lifted them, and smote full on his own eye-balls, 
uttering words like these: “No more shall ye behold 
such horrors as 1 was sufiering and working! long 
enough have ye looked on those whom ye ought 
never to have seen, failed in knowledge of those 
whom I yearned to know-rhcnceforth ye shaU be 
dark!” 

To such dire refrain, not once alone but oft struck 
he his eyes with lifted hand; and at each blow the 
ensanguined eye-balls bedewed his beard, nor sent 
forth sluggish drops of gore, but all at once a dark 
shower of blood came down like hail. 

From the deeds of twain such ills have broken 
forth, not on one alone, but with mingled woe for 
man and wife. The old happiness of their ancestral 
fortune was aforetime happiness indeed; but to-day 
—lamentation, ruin, death, shame, all earthly ills 
that can be named— all, all are theirs. 

Ch, And hath the sufferer now any respite from 
pain? 

2 Me, He cries for some one to unbar the gates 
and show to all the Cadmeans his father’s slayer, his 
mother’s— the unholy word must not pass my lips— 
as purposing to cast himself out of the land, and 
abide no more, to make the house accursed under 
his own curse. Howbeit he lacks strength, and one 
to guide his steps; for the anguish is more than man 
may bear. And he will show this to thee also; for lo, 
the bars of the gates are withdrawn, and soon thou 
shalt behold a sight which even he who abhors it 
must pity. 

&uer OEDIPUS. 

Ch, O dread fiite for men to see, O most dreadful 
of all that have met mine eyes! Unhappy one, what 
madness hath come on thee? Who is the unearthly 
foe that, with a bound of more than mortal range, 
hath made thine ill-starred life his prey? 

Alas, alas, thou hapless one! Nay, 1 cannot e’en 
look on thee, though there is much that 1 would 
fain ask, fain learn, much that draws my wistful gaze 
---with such a shuddering dost thou fill me! 

Oed. Woe is me! Alas, alas, wretched that 1 am! 
Windier, whither am I borne in my misery ? How is 
my vmce swept abroad on the wings of the air ? Oh 
my Fate, how far hast thou sprung! 

To a dread place, dire in men’s ears, dire in 
their sig^t. ** 
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Oed, O thou horror of darkness that enfoldest me, 
visitant unspeakable, resistless, sped by a wind too 
fair! 

Ay me! and once again, ay me! 

How is m V soul pierced by the stab of these goads, 
and withal by the memory of sorrows! 

Ch, Yea, amid woes so many a twofold pain may 
well be thine to mourn and to bear. 

Oed. Ah, friend, thou still art steadfast in thy tend- 
ance of me, thou still hast patience to care for the 
blind man! Ah me! Thy presence is not hid from 
me— no, dark though I am, yet know I thy voice 
fiill well. 

Ch. Man of dread deeds, how couldst thou in such 
wise quench thy vision? What more than human 
power urged thee? 

Oed. Apollo, friends, Apollo was he that brought 
these my woes to pass, these my sore, sore woes: but 
the hand that struck the eyes was none save mine, 
wretched that I am! Why was I to sec, when sight 
could show me nothing sweet ? 

Ch. These things were even as thou sayest. 

Oed. Say, friends, what can I more behold, what 
can I love, what greeting can touch mine ear with 
joy? Haste, lead me from the land, friends, lead me 
hence, the utterly lost, the thrice accursed, yea, the 
mortal most abhorred of heaven! 

Ch, Wretched alike for thy fortune and for thy 
sense thereof, would that 1 had never so much as 
known thee! 

Oed. Perish the man, whoe’er he was, that freed 
me in the pastures from the cruel shackle on my feet, 
and saved me from death, and gave me back to life— 
a thankless deed ! Had I died then, to my friends and 
to mine own soul 1 had not been so sore a grief. 

Ch, I also would have had it thus. 

Oed. So had I not come to shed my father’s blood, 
nor been called among men the spouse of her from 
whom I sprang: but now am 1 forsaken of the gods, 
son of a dcfil^ mother, successor to his bed who 
gave me mine own wretched being: and if there be 
yet a woe surpassing woes, it hath become the por- 
tion of Oedipus. 

Ch, 1 know not how I can say that thou hast coun- 
selled well: for thou wert better dead than living 
and blind. 

Oed. Show me not at large that these things are 
not best done thus: give me counsel no more. For, 
had I sight, I know not with what eyes 1 could e’en 
have looked on my father, when 1 came to the place 
of the dead, aye, or on my miserable mother, since 
against both I have sinn^ such sins as strangling 
could not punish. But deem ye that the sight of 
children, born as mine were born, was lovely for me 
to look upon ? No, no, not lovely to mine eves for 
ever! No, nor was this town with its towered walls, 
nor the sacred statues of the gods, since I, durice 
wretched that 1 am— 1, noblest of the sons of Thebes 
—have doomed myself to know these no more, by 
mine own command, that all should thrust away the 
impious one— even him whom gods have shown to 
be unholy— and of the race of Lalus! 
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After bearing such a stain upon me, was I to look 
with steady eyes on this folk? No, veriJy: no, were 
there yet a way to choke the fount of hearing, I had 
not spared to make a fast prison of this wretched 
frame, that so I should have known nor sight nor 
sound; for *tis sweet that our thought should dwell 
beyond the sphere of griefs. 

Alas, Cithaeron, why hadst thou a shelter for me? 
When I was given to thee, why didst thou not slay 
me straightway, that so 1 might never have revealed 
my source to men ? Ah, Polybus, ah, Corinth, and 
thou that wast called the ancient house of my fa- 
thers, how seeming-lair was I your nurseling, and 
what ills were festering beneath ! For now 1 am found 
evil, and of evil birth. O ye three roads, and thou 
secret glen— thou coppice, and narrow way where 
three paths met—yc who drank from my hands that 
father’s blood which was mine own—rcmembcr ye, 
perchance, what deeds 1 wrought for you to see— 
and then, when I came hither, what fresh deeds I 
went on to do? 

O marriage-rites, ye gave me birth, and when ye 
had brought me forth, again ye bore children to 
your child, ye created an incestuous kinship of fa- 
thers, brothers, sons— brides, wives, mothers— yea, 
all the foulest shame that is wrought among men I 
Nay, but ’tis unmeet to name what *tis unmeet to 
do:— haste ye, for the gods’ love, hide me some- 
where beyond the land, or slay me, or cast me into 
the sea, where ye shall never behold me more! Ap- 
proach, deign to lay your hands on a wretched man; 
hearken, fear not,— my plague can rest on no mor- 
tal beside. 

Enter CREON. 

Ch, Nay, here is Creon, in meet season for thy 
requests, crave they act or counsel; for he alone is 
left to guard the land in thy stead. 

Oed, Ah me, how indeed shall I accost him ? What 
claim to credence can be shown on my part? For in 
the past I have been found wholly false to him. 

O. I have not come in mockery, Oedipus, nor to 
reproach thee with any bygone fault. {To the attend- 
ants) But ye, if ye respect the children of men no 
more, revere at least the all-nurturing flame of our 
lord the Sun, spare to show thus nakedly a pollution 
such as this— one which neither earth can welcome, 
nor the holy rain, nor the light. Nay, take him into 
the house as quickly as ye may; for it best accords 
with piety that kinsfolk alone should see and hear 
a kinsman’s woes. 

Oed. For the gods* love— since thou hast done a 
gentle violence to my presage, who hast come in a 
spirit so noble to me, a man most vile— grant me a 
boon: for thy good I will speak, not for mine own. 

Cr. And what wish art thou so fnin to have of me ? 

Oed, Cast me out of this land with all speed, to a 
place where no mortal shall be found to greet memore. 

Cr. This would 1 have done, be thou sure, but 
that I craved first to learn all my duty from the god. 

Oed. Nay, his behest hath been set forth in full— 
to let me perish, the parricide, the unholy one, that 
lam. 


Cr. Such was the purport; yet, seeing to what a 
pass we have come, ’tis better to learn dearly what 
should be done. 

Oed. Will ye, then, seek a response on behalf of 
such a wretch as I am? 

Cr. Aye, for thou thyself wilt now surely put faith 
in the god. 

Oed. Yea; and on thee lay I this charge, to thee 
will I make this entreaty: give to her who is within 
such burial as thou thyself wouldest; for thou wilt 
meetly render the last rites to thine own. But for 
me— never let this city of my sire be condemned to 
have me dwelling therein, while I live: no, suffer me 
to abide on the hills, where yonder is Cithaeron, 
famed as mine- which my mother and sire, while 
they lived, set for my appointed tomb— that so I 
may di« by their decree who sought tqslay me. How- 
beit of thus much am I sure— that neither sickness 
nor aught else can destroy me; for neVer had I been 
snatched from death, but in reserve foisome strange 
doom. 

Nay, let my fate go whither it will: but as touch- 
ing my children, I pray thee, Creon, take no care on 
thee for my sons; they arc men, so that, be they 
where they may, they can never lack the means to 
live. But my two girls, poor hapless ones— who never 
knew my table spread apart, or lacked their father’s 
resence, but ever in all things shared my daily 
read— I pray thee, care for them; and— if thou 
canst— suffer me to touch them with my hands, and 
to indulge my grief. Grant it, prince, grant it, thou 
noble heart! Ah, could I but once touch them with 
my hands, I should think that they were with me, 
even as when I had sight... 

Creon' s attendants lead in the children^ antigone 
and isMENE. 

Ha? O ye gods, can it be my loved ones that I 
hear sobbing, can Creon have taken pity on me and 
sent me my children— my darlings? Am I right? 

Cr. Yea: ’tis of my contriving, for I knew thy joy 
in them of old, the joy that now is thine. 

Oed, Then blessed be thou, and, for guerdon of 
this errand, may heaven prove to thee a kinder 
guardian than it hath to me! My children, where 
arc ye? Come hither, hither to the hands of him 
whose mother was your own, the hands whose offices 
have wrought that your sire’s once bright eyes 
should be such orbs as these— his, who seeing nought, 
knowing nought, became your father by her from 
whom he sprang! For you also do I weep- behold 
you I cannot— when I think of the bitter life in days 
to come which men will make you live. To what 
company of the citizens will ye go, to what festival, 
from which ye shall not return home in tears, instead 
of sharing in the holiday ? But when ye arc now come 
to years ripe for marriage, who shall he be, who shall 
be the man, my daughters, that will hazard taking 
unto him such reproaches as must be baneful alike 
to my offspring and to yours? For what misery is 
wanting? Your sire slew his sire, he had seed of her 
who bare him, and begat you at the sources of his 
own being 1 Such are the taunts that will be cast at 
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you; and who then will wed ? The man lives not, no, 
it cannot be, my children, but ye must wither in 
barren maidenhood. 

Ah, son of Menoeceus, hear me — since thou art 
the only father left to them, for we, their parents, 
are lost, both of us— allow them not to wander poor 
and unwed, who are thy kinswomen, nor abase them 
to the level of my woes. Nay, pity them, when thou 
seest them at this tender age so utterly forlorn, save 
for thee. Signify thy promise, generous man, by the 
touch of thy hand! To you, my children, I would 
have given much counsel, were your minds mature; 
but now I would have this to be your prayer— that 
ye live where occasion suffers, and that the life which 
is your portion may be happier than your sire’s. 

Cr. Thy grief hath had large scope enough: nay, 
pass into the house. 

Oed. I must obey, though ’tis in no wise sweet. 

Cr. Yea: for it is in season that all things are good. 

Oed, Knowest thou, then, on what conditions I 
will go? 

Cr. Thou shaft name them; so shall I know them 
when I hear. 
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Oed, See that thou send me to dwell beyond this 
land. 

Cr. Thou askest me for what the god must give. 

Oed. Nay, to the gods I have become most hateful. 

Cr. Then shall thou have thy wish anon. 

Oed. So thou consentest? 

Cr. *Tis not my wont to speak idly what I do not 
mean. 

Oed. Then ’tis time to lead me hence. 

Cr. Come, then— but let thy children go. 

Oed. Nay, take not these from me! 

Cr. Crave not to be master in all things: for the 
mastery which thou didst win hath not followed 
thee through life. 

Ch. Dwellers in our native Thebes, behold, this 
is Oedipus, who knew the famed riddle, and was a 
man most mighty; on whose fortunes what citizen 
did not gaze with envy? Behold into what a stormy 
sea of dread trouble he hath come! 

Therefore, while our eyes wait to see the destined 
final day, we must call no one happy w'ho is of mor- 
tal race, until he hath crossed life’s larder, free from 
pain. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Oedipus 
Antigone 

ISMENE 

Strangee, a man of Colonus 
Theseus, King of Athens 


his daughters 


Creon, of Thebes 
PoLYNEicEs, the elder son 
of Oedipus 
A Messenger 

Chorus op Elders of Colonus 


At Colonus^ about a mile and a quarter N,W, of 
Athens^ in front of a grove sacred to the Erinyes or 
FuriesShere worshipped under the propitiatory name 
of the EumenideSy or Kindly Powers, Enter oedipus, 
bUndt led by antigone. 

Oedipus, Daughter of the blind old man, to what 
region have we come, Antigone, or what city of 
men? Who will entertain the wandering Oedipus 
to-day with scanty gifts? Little crave I, and win yet 
less than that little, and therewith am content; for 
patience is the lesson of suffering, and of the years 
in our long fellowship, and lastly of a noble mind. 
My child, if thou seest any resting-place, w'hether 
on profane ground or by groves of the gods, stay 
me and set me down, that we may inquire where we 
are: for we stand in need to learn as strangers of 
denizens, and to perform their bidding. 

Antigone, Father, toil-worn Oedipus, the towers 
that guard the city, to judge by sight, are far off; 
and this place is sacred, to all seeming — thick-set 
with laurel, olive, vine; and in its heart a feathered 
choir of nightingales makes music. So sit thee here 
on this unhewn stone; thou hast travelled a long 
way for an old man. 

Oed, Seat me, then, and watch over the blind. 

An, If time can teach, 1 need not to learn that. 

Oed. Canst thou tell me, now, where we have ar- 
rived? 

An, Athens I know, but not this place. 

Oed, Aye, so much every wayfarer told us. 

An, Well shall I go and learn how the spot is 
called? 

Oed, Yes, child— if indeed *tis habitable. 

An, Nay, inhabited it surely is; but I think there 
is no need; yonder I sec a man near us. 

Oed, Hitherward moving and setting forth? 

An, Nay, he is at our side already. Speak as the 
moment prompts thee, for the man is here. 

Enter stranger, a man of Colonus, 

Oed. Stranger, hearing from this maiden, who hath 
sight for herself and for me, that thou hast drawn 
nigh with timely quest for the solving of our 
doubts— 

Stranger, Now, ere thou question me at large, quit 
this seat; for thou art on ground which ’tis not W- 
ful to tread. 


Oed, And what is this ground ? To what deity 
sacred,?. : 

St, Ground inviolable, whereon npne may dwell: 
for the dread goddesses hold it, t^ daughters of 
Earth and Darkness. \ 

Oed. Who may they be, whose awful name I am to 
hear and invoke ? 

St. The all-seeing Eumenides the folk here would 
call them: but other names please otherwhere. 

Oed. Then graciously may they receive their sup- 
pliant! for nevermore will I depart from my rest in 
this land. 

St. What means this? 

Oed. ’Tis the watchword of my fate. 

St. Nay, for my part, I dare not remove thee with- 
out warrant from the city, ere I report what I am 
doing. 

Oed. Now for the gods* love, stranger, refuse me 
not, hapless wanderer that I am, the knowledge for 
which I sue to thee. 

St. Speak, and from me thou shalt find no refusal. 

Oed. What, then, is the place that we have 
entered ? 

St. All that / know, thou shalt learn from my 
mouth. This whole place is sacred; awful Poseidon 
holds it, and therein is the fire-fraught god, the Titan 
Prometheus; but as for the spot whereon thou tread- 
cst, *tis called the “Brazen Threshold” of this land, 
the stay of Athens; and the neighbouring fields 
claim yon knight Colonus for their primal lord, and 
all the people bear his name in common for their 
own. Such, thou mayest know, stranger, arc these 
haunts, not honoured in story, but rather in the life 
that loves them. 

Oed. Arc there indeed dwellers in this region? 

St. Yea, surely, the namesakes of yonder god. 

Oed. Have they a king ? Or doth s^cch rest with 
the folk ? 

St. These parts arc ruled by the king in the city. 

Oed. And who is thus sovereign in counsel and in 
might ? 

5/. Theseus he is called, son of Aegeus who was 
before him. 

Oed. Could a messenger go for him from among 
you? 

St, With what aim to speak, or to prepare his 
coming? 
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Oed. That by small service he may find a great 
gam. 

Sf, And what help can be from one who sees not ? 

Oed. In all that I spoik there shall be sight. 

St* Mark me now, Iriend—l would not luve thee 
come to harm, for thou art noble, if one may judge 
by thy looks, leaving thy fortune aside; stay here, 
e*en where I found thee, till I go and tell these things 
to the folk on this spot, not in the town: they wul 
decide for thee whether thou shalt abide or retire. 

Exit* 

Oed* My child, say, is the stranger gone? 

An, He is gone, and so thou canst utter what thou 
wilt, father, in quietness, as knowing that 1 alone 
am near. 

Oed* Queens of dread aspect, since your seat is the 
first in this land whereat I have bent the knee, show 
not yourselves ungracious to Phoebus or to myself; 
who, when he proclaimed that doom of many woes, 
spake of this as a rest for me after long years~on 
reaching my goal in a land where 1 should find a 
seat of the Awful Goddesses, and a hospitable shel- 
ter— even that there I should close my weary life, 
with benefits, through my having dwelt therein, for 
mine hosts, but ruin for those who sent me forth — 
who drove me away. And he went on to warn me 
that signs of these things should come, in earth' 
quake, or in thunder, haply, or in the lightning of 
^u$. 

Now 1 perceive that in this journey some faithful 
omen from you hath surely led me home to this 
grove: never else could I have met with you, first of 
all, in my wanderings— I, the austere, with you who 
delight not in wine — or taken this solemn seat not 
shaped by man. 

Then, goddesses, according to the word of Apollo, 
give me at last some way to accomplish and close 
my course— unless, perchance, I seem beneath your 
grace, thrall that I am evermore to woes the sorest 
on the earth. Hear, sweet daughters of primeval 
Darkness! Hear, thou that art called the city of 
great Pallas— Athens, of all cities most honoured! 
Pity this poor wraith of Oedipus— for verily ’tis the 
man of old no more. 

An. Hush! Here come some aged men, I wot, to 
spy out thy resting-place. 

Oed. 1 ^1 be mute— and do thou hide me in the 
grove, apart from the road, till 1 learn how these 
men will speak; for in knowledge is the safeguard of 
our course. Exeunt. 

The CHORUS OF elders op colonus enter the 
orchestra^ from the right of the spectators^ as if 
in eager search. 

Chorus. Give heed— who was he, then? Where 
lodges he ?— whither hath he rushed from this place, 
insolent, he, above all who live? Scan the ground, 
look well, urge the quest in every part. 

A wanderer that old man must have been— a wan- 
derer, not a dweller in the land; ebe never would he 
have advanced into this imtrodden grove of the 
ntaidens with whom none may strive, whose name 
we trtmUe to speak, by whom we pass with eyes 


turned away, moving our lips, without sound or 
word, in still devotion. 

But now *tts rumoured that one hath come who 
in no wise reveres them; and him I cannot yet dis- 
cern, though I look round all the holy place, nor 
wot I where to find his lodging. 

Oed* (stepping forward^ with amtxgone, from his 
place of concealment in the grove). Behold the mab 
whom ye seek! for in sound is my sight, as the say- 
ing hath it. 

Ch* O! O! 

Dread to see, and dread to hear! 

Oed* Regard me not, I entreat you, as a lawless one. 

Ch* Zeus defend us! who may the old man be? 

Oed* Not wholly of the best fortune, that ye should 
envy him, O guardians of this land! ’Tis plain: else 
would I not be walking thus by the eyes of others, 
and buoying my strength upon weakness. 

Ch* Alas! wast thou sightless e’en from thy birth ? 
Evil have been thy days, and many, to all seeming; 
but at least, if I can help, thou shalt not add this 
curse to thy doom. Too far thou goest— too far! 
But, lest thy rash steps intrude on the sward of yon- 
der voiceless glade, where the bowf of water blends 
its stream with the flow of honied offerings (be thou 
well ware of such trespass, unhappy stranger)- re- 
tire, withdraw! A wide space parts us: hearest thou, 
toil-worn wanderer? If thou hast aught to say in 
converse with us, leave forbidden ground, and speak 
where ’tis lawful for all; but, till then, refrain. 

Oed. Daughter, to what counsel shall we incline? 

An* My father, we must conform us to the cus- 
toms of the land, yielding, where ’tis meet, and 
hearkening. 

Oed. Then give me thy hand. 

An. ’Tis laid in thine. 

Oed. Strangers, oh let me not suffer wrong when I 
have trusted in you, and have passed from my refuge! 

Ch. Never, old man, never shall any one remove 
thee from this place of rest against thy will. 

OEDIPUS now begins to move forward. 

Oed. (pausir^in his gradual advance) .Further ^ then? 

Ch. Come still further. 

Oed. (having advanced another step). Further? 

Ch. Lead him onward, maiden, for thou under- 
standest. 

[A verse for antxgonb, a verse for oedipus, and 
then another verse for antigone, seem to have been 
lost here.] 

An. * * * Come, follow me this way with thy 
dark steps, father, as 1 lead thee. 

[Here has been lost a verse for oedipus.) 

Ch, A stranger in a strange land, ah, hapless one, 
incline thy heart to abhor &t which the city holds 
in settled hate, and to reverence what she loves! 

Oed. Lead me thou, then, child, to a spot where I 
may speak and listen within piety’s don^n, and let 
us not wajge war with necessity. 

Moving forward^ he now sets foot on a platform 
of rock^ at the verge of the grove. 

Ch. Inere!— bend not thy steps beyond that floor 
of native rock. 
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Oed. Thus far? 

Ch, Enough, I tell thee. 

Oed. Shall I sit down ? 

Ch. Yea, move sideways and crouch low on the 
edge of the rock. 

An. Father, this is my task: to quiet step {Oed. Ah 
me! ah me I) knit step, and lean thy aged frame upon 
my loving arm. 

Oed. Woe for the doom of a dark soul! 

ANTIGONE seats him on the roc\. 

Ch. Ah, hapless one, since now thou hast case, 
speak, —whence art thou sprung ? In what name art 
thou led on thy weary way? What is the fatherland 
whereof thou hast to tell us? 

Oed. Strangers, I am an exile— but forbear 

Ch. What is this that thou forbiddest, old man ? 

Oed. —forbear, forbear to ask me who I am; 
seek— probe— no further! 

Ch. What means this? 

Oed. Dread the birth... 

Ch. Speak! 

Oed. {to Antigone). My child— alas!— what shall 
I say? 

Ch. What is thy lineage, stranger— speak!— and 
who thy sire? 

Oed. Woe is me! — What will become of me, my 
child? 

An. Speak, for thou art driven to the verge. 

Oed. Then speak I will— I have no way to hide it. 

Ch. Ye twain make a long delay— come, haste 
thee! 

Oed. Know ye a son of Laius...O!...(TAe chorus 
utter a cry)..,^Tid the race of the Labdacidae?... 

Ch. O Zeus! 

Oed. The hapless Oedipus? . . . 

Ch, Thou art he? 

Oed. Have no fear of any words that I speak— 

The chorus drown Ms voice with a great shout 
of execration, half turning away, and holding 
their mantles before their eyes. 

Oed. Unhappy that 1 am! . . . {The clamour of the 
CHORUS continues). . . Daughter, what is about to 
befall? 

Ch. Out with you! forth from the land! 

Oed. And thy promise— to what fulfilment wilt 
thou bring it ? 

Ch, No man is visited by fate if he requites deeds 
which were first done to himself; deceit on the one 
part matches deceits on the other, and gives pain, 
instead of benefit, for reward. And thou— back with 
thee! out from these seats! avaunt! away from my 
land with all speed, lest thou fasten some heavier 
burden on my city! 

An. Strangers of reverent soul, since ye have not 
borne with mine aged father — knowing, as ye do, 
the rumour of his unpurposed deeds— pity, at least, 
my hapless self, I implore you, who supplicate you 
for my sire alone, supplicate you with eyes that can 
still look on your own, even as though I were sprung 
from your own blood, that the sufferer may find 
compassion. 

On you, as on a god, we depend in our misery. 


Nay, hear us I grant the boon for which we scarce 
dare hope! By everything sprung from you that ye 
hold dear, I implore you, yea, by child— by wife, or 
treasure, or god! Look well and thou wilt not find 
the mortal who if a god should lead him on, could 
escape. 

Ch. Nay, be thou sure, daughter of Oedipus, we 
pity thee and him alike for your fortune; but, dread- 
ing the judgment of the gods, we could not say aught 
beyond what hath now been said to thee. 

Oed. What good comes, then, of repute or fair 
fiime, if it ends in idle breath; seeing that Athens, 
as men say, has the perfect fear of Heaven, and the 
power, above all cities, to shelter the vexed stranger, 
and the power, above all, to succour him ? 

And where find I these things, when, after making 
me rise up from these rocky scats, vc then drive me 
from the land, afraid of my name alone ? Not, surely, 
afraid of my person or of mine acts;yince mine acts, 
at least, have been in suffering rather than doing— 
were it seemly that I should tell you &e story of my 
mother or my sire, by reason whereof ye dread me— 
that know I full well. 

And yet in nature how was I evil? I, who was but 
requiting a wrong, so that, had I been acting with 
knowledge, even then I could not be accounted 
wicked; but, as it was, all unknowing went I — 
whither I went— while they who wronged me know- 
ingly sought my ruin. 

Wherefore, strangers, I beseech you by the gods, 
even as ye made me leave my seat, so protect me, 
and do not, while ye honour the gods, refuse to give 
those gods their due; but rather deem that they 
look on the god-fearing among men, and on the god- 
less, and that never yet hath escape been found for 
an impious mortal on the earth. 

With the help of those gods, spare to cloud the 
bright fame of Athens by ministering to unholy 
deeds; but, as ye have received the suppliant under 
your pledge, rescue me and guard me to the end; 
nor scorn me when ye look on this face unlovely to 
behold: for I have come to you as one sacred, and 
pious, and fraught with comfort for this people. 
But when the master is come, whosoever he l)c that 
is your chief, then shall yc hear and know all; mean- 
while in no wise show yourself false. 

Ch. The thoughts urged on thy part, old man, 
must needs move awe; they have been set forth in 
words not light; but 1 am content that the rulers of 
our country should judge in this cause. 

Oed. And where, strangers, is the lord of this realm ? 
Ch. He is at the city of his father in our land; and 
the messenger who sent us hither hath gone to fetch 
him. 

Oed. Think ye that he will have any regard or care 
for the blind man, so as to come hither himself? 

Ch. Yea, surely, so soon as he learns thy name. 
Oed. Who is there to bring him that message ? 

Ch. The way is long, and many rumours from 
wayfarers are wont to go abroad; when he hears 
them, he will soon be with us, fear not. For thy 
name, old man, hath been mightily noised through 
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all lands; so that, even if he is taking his ease, and 
slow to move, when he hears of thee he will arrive 
with speed. 

Oed. Well, may he come with a blessing to his own 
city, as to me!— What good man is not his own 
friend? 

An. O ZeusI what shall I say, what shall 1 think, 
my father? 

Oed. What is it, Antigone, my child ? 

An. I see a woman coming towards us, mounted 
on a colt of Etna; she wears a Thessalian bonnet to 
screen her hcc from the sun. What shall I say? Is it 
she, or is it not? Doth fancy cheat me? Yes— no— I 
cannot tell— ah me! It is no other— yes!— she greets 
me with bright glances as she draws nigh, and shows 
that Ismene, and no other, is before me. 

Oed. What sayest thou, my child ? 

An. That I sec thy daughter and my sister; thou 
canst know her straightway by her voice. 

Enter ismene. 

Ismene. Father and sister, names most sweet to 
me! How hardly have I found you! and now I scarce 
can see you for my tears. 

Oed. My child, thou hast come ? 

Is. Ah, father, sad is thy fate to sec! 

Oed. Thou art with us, my child! 

Is. And it hath cost me toil. 

Oed. Touch me, my daughter! 

Is. I give a hand to each. 

Oed. Ah, children— ah, ye sisters! 

Is, Alas, twice- wretched life! 

Oed. Her life and mine? 

Is. And mine, hapless, with you twain. 

Oed. Child, and why hast thou come? 

Is. Through care, father, for thee, 

Oed. Through longing to sec me? 

Is. Yes, and to bring thee tidings by mine own 
mouth,— with the only faithful servant that I had. 

Oed. And where are the young men thy brothers 
at our need ? 

Is. They are— where they arc: ’tis their dark hour. 

Oed. O, true image of the ways of Egypt that they 
show in their spirit and their life! For there the men 
sit weaving in the house, but the wives go forth to 
win the daily bread. And in your case, my daugh- 
ters, those to whom these toils belonged keep the 
house at home like girls, while ye, in their stead, 
bear your hapless father’s burdens. 

One, from the time when her tender age was past 
and she came to a woman’s strength, hath ever been 
the old man’s guide in weary wanderings, oft roam- 
ing, hungry and barc-foot, through the wild wood, 
aft sore- vexed by rains and scorching heat— but re- 
garding not the comforts of home, if so her father 
should have tendance. 

And thou, my child, in former days earnest forth, 
bringing thy father, unknown of the Cadmeans, all 
the oracles that had been given touching Oedipus; 
and thou didst take on thee the office of a faithful 
watcher in my behalf, when I was being driven from 
the land. And now what new tidings hast thou 
brought thy &ther, Ismene? On what mission hast 


thou set forth from home? For thou comest not 
empty-handed, well I wot, or without some word of 
fear for me. 

Is. The sufferings that I bore, fsither, in seeking 
where thou wast living, I will pass by; I would not 
renew the pain in the recital. But the ills that now 
beset thine ill-fated sons— *tis of these that I have 
come to tell thee. 

At first it was their desire that the throne should 
be left to Creon, and the city spared pollution, when 
they thought calmly on the blight of the race from 
of old, and how it hath clung to thine ill-starred 
house. But now, moved by some god and by a sinful 
mind, an evil rivalry hath seized them, thrice infa- 
tuate!- to grasp at rule and kingly power. 

And the hot-brained youth, the younger born, 
hath deprived the elder, Polyneices, of the throne, 
and hath driven him from his father-land. But he, 
as the general rumour saith among us, hath gone, 
an exile, to the hill-girt Argos, and is taking unto 
him a new kinship, and warriors for his friends— as 
deeming that Argos shall soon possess the Cadmean 
land in honour, or lift that land’s praise to the stars. 

These are no vain words, my father, but deeds 
terrible; and where the gods will have pity on thy 
griefs, I cannot tell. 

Oed. What, hadst thou come to hope that the gods 
would ever look on me for my deliverance ? 

Is. Yea, mine is that hope, father, from the present 
oracles. 

Oed. What are they ? What hath been prophesied, 
my child ? 

Is. That thou shalt yet be desired, alive and dead, 
by the men of that land, for their welfare’s sake. 

Oed. And who could have good of such an one as I ? 

Is. Their power, ’tis said, comes to be in thy hand. 

Oed. When I am nought, in that hour, then, I am 
a man? 

Is. Yea, for the gods lift thee now, but before 
they were working thy ruin. 

Oed. ’Tis little to lift age, when youth was ruined. 

Is. Well, know, at least, that Creon will come to 
thee in this cause — and rather soon than late. 

Oed. With what purpose, daughter? expound to 
me. 

Is. To plant thee near the Cadmean land, so that 
they may have thee in their grasp, but thou mayest 
not set foot on their borders. 

Oed. And how can 1 advantage them while 1 rest 
beyond their gates ? 

Is. Thy tomb hath a curse for them, if all be not 
well with it, 

Oed. It needs no god to help our wit so far. 

k. Well, therefore they would fain acquire thee 
as a neigh lx>ur, in a place where thou shalt not be 
thine own master. 

Oed. Will they also shroud me in Theban dust? 

Is. Nay, the guilt of a kinsman's blood debars 
thee, father. 

Oed. Then never shall they become my masters* 

Is. Some day, then, this shall be a grief for the 
Cadmeans. 
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Oed, In what conjuncture of events, my child ? whom thou hast first come, and on whose ground 
It. By force of thy wrath, when they take their thou hast trespassed, 
stand at thy tomb. Oed. With what rites? instruct me, strangers. 

Oed, And who hath told thee what thou tellest, CL First, from a perennial spring fetch holy 
my rhiM ? drinkofiferings, borne in clean hands. 

Is, Sacred envoys, from the Delphian hearth. Oed, And when I have gotten this pure draught? 

Oed, And Phoeous hath indeed spoken thus con^ Ch, Bowls there are, the work of a cunning crafts- 

cerningme? man: crown their edges and the handles at either 

Is* So say the men who have come back to brim. 

Thebes. Oed, With branches, or woollen cloths, or in what 

Oed. Hath either of my sons, then, heard this ? wise ? 

Is. Yea, both have heard, and know it well. CL Take the freshly-shorn wool of an ewe-lamb. 

Oed, And then those base ones, aware of this, held Oed, Good ; and then— to what last rite shall I pro- 

the kingship dearer than the wish to recall me? cecd ? 

Is. It grieves me to hear that, but 1 must bear it. Ch, Pour thy drink-ofierings, with thy face to the 
Oed. Tlicn may the gods quench not their fated dawn, 
strife, and may it become mine to decide this war- Oed. .With these vessels whereof fliou speakest 
fare whereto they are now setting their hands, spear shall I pour them? 

against spear! For then neither should he abide who CL Yea, in three streams; but eikpty the last 
now holds the sceptre and the throne, nor should vessel wholly. \ 

the banished one ever return; seeing that when I, Oed, Wherewith shall I fill this, ere 1 set it? Tell 
their sire, was being thrust so shamefully from my me this also. 

country, they hindered not, nor defended me; no, Ch. With water and honey; but briiiig no wine 
they saw me sent forth homeless, they heard my thereto. 

doom of exile cried aloud. Oed. And when the ground under the dark shade 

TTiou wilt say that it was mine own wish then, hath drunk of these? 
and that the city meetly granted me that boon. No, Ch. Lay on it thrice nine sprays of olive with both 
verily: for in that first day, when my soul was seeth- thine hands, and make this prayer the while, 

ing, and my darling wish was for death, aye, death Oed. The prayer I fain would hear— *tis of chief 

by stoning, no one was found to help me in that moment. 

desire: but after a time, when all my anguish was Ch. That, as we call them **Benign Powers,’* with 

now assuaged, and when 1 began to feel that my hearts benign they may receive the suppliant for 

wrath had run too far in punishing those past errors, saving, be this the prayer— thine own, or his who 

then it was that the city, on her part, went about prays for thee; speak inaudibly, and lift not up thy 

to drive me perforce from the land— after all that vmce; then retire, without looking behind. Thus 

time; and my sons, when they might have brought do, and I would be bold to stand by thee; but other- 

help— the sons to the sire— would not do it: no— wise, stranger, I would fear for thee, 

for lack of one little word from them, I was left to Oed, Daughters, hear ye these strangers, who 
wander, an outcast and a beggar evermore. dwell near ? 

*Tis to these sisters, girls as they are, that, so for An, We have listened; and do thou bid us what 

as nature enables them, I owe my daily food, and a to do. 

shelter in the land, and the offices of kinship; the Oed. I cannot go; for I am disabled by lack of 

brothers have bartered their sire for a throne, and strength and lack of sight, evils twain. But let one 

sceptred sway, and rule of the realm. Nay, never of you two go and do these things. For I think that 

shall they win Oedipus for an ally, nor shsdl good one soul sumccs to pay this debt for ten thousand, 

ever come to them from this reign at Thebes; that if it come with good will to the shrine. Act, then, 

know I, when I hear this maiden’s oracles, and med- with speed ; yet leave me not solitary; for the strength 

itate the old prophecies stored in mine own mind, would foil me to move without help or guidmg 

which Phoebus hath fulfilled for me at last. hand. 

Hierefore let them send Creon to seek me, and Is. Then 1 will^o to perform the rite; but where 
whoso beside is mighty in Thebes. For if ye, stran- I am to find the spot— this I foin would learn, 
gets,— with the championship of the dread god- CL On the further side of this grove, maiden, 
desses who dwell among your folk— are willing to And if thou hast need of aught, there is a guardian 

succour, ye shall procure a great deliverer for this of the place, who will direct thee, > 

State, and troubles for my foes. Is. So to my task: but thou, Antigone, watch our 

CL Right worthy art thou of compassion, Oedi- fother here. In parents’ cause, if toil there be, we 

pus, thou, and these maidens; and since to this plea must not reck of toil. 

thou addest thy power to save our land, I foin would EsAt. 

advise th<» for thy weal. Ch. Dread is it, stranger, to arouse the old grief 

Kind sir, be sure, then, that 1 will obey in all that hath so long been 1^ to rest: and yet 1 yearn 

i^^tand thou my friend. to hear 

CL Now mw atonement to these deities, to now 
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Ch. ‘—of that grievous anguish, found cureless, 
wherewith thou hast wrestled. 

Oed. By thy kindness for a guest, bare not the 
shame that I ^ve suffered! 

Ch. Seeing, in sooth, that the tale is wide-spread, 
and in no wise wanes, I am fain, friend, to hear it 
aright. 

Oed. Woe is me! 

Ch. Be content, I pray thee! 

Oed. Alas, alas! 

Ch. Grant my wish, as I have granted thine in its 
fulness. 

Oed. I have suffered misery, strangers, suffered it 
through unwitting deeds, and of those acts— be 
Heaven my witness!— no part was of mine own 
choice. 

Ch, But in what regard ? 

Oed. By an evil wedlock, Thebes bound me, all 

unknowing, to the bride that was my curse 

Ch. Can it be, as I hear, that thou madest thy 
mother the partner of thy bed, for its infamy? 

Oed. Woe is me! Cruel as death, strangers, arc 
these words in mine cars;— but those maidens, be- 
gotten of me— 

Ch, What wilt thou say ?— 

Oed. — two daughters— two curses— 

Ch. O Zeus! 

Oed. —sprang from the travail of the womb that 
bore me. 

Ch. These, then, are at once thine offspring, and... 
Oed. —yea, very sisters of their sire. 

Ch. Oh, horror! 

Oed, Horror indeed— yea, horrors untold sweep 
back upon my soul! 

Ch. Thou hast suffered— 

Oed, Suffered woes dread to bear— 

Ch. Thou hast sinned — 

Oed. No wilful sin— 
a.How?- 

Oed. A gift was given to me— O, broken-hearted 
that I am, would 1 had never won from Thebes that 
meed for having served her! 

Ch. Wretch ! How then ?.. .thine hand shed blood ?. .. 
Oed. Wherefore this? What wouldst thou learn? 
C-A. A father’s blood? 

Oed. Oh! oh! a second stab— wound on wound! 
Ch. Slayer! 

Oed. Aye, slayer— yet have I a plea— 

Ch. What canst thou plead ?— 

Oed. —a plea in justice.... 
a. What?... 

Oed. Ye shall hear it; they whom I slew would have 
taken mine own life: stainless before the law, void 
of malice, have 1 come unto this pass! 

Ch. Lo, yonder cometh our prince, Theseus son 
of Aegeus, at thy vwce, to do the part whercunto he 
>vas summoned. 

Enter theseus, on spectators' right. 
Theseus. Hearing from many in time past con- 
cmine die cruel marring of thy sight, 1 have recog- 
nised mee, son of Laius; and now, through hearsay 
in this my coming, I have the fuller certainty. For 


thy garb, and that hapless face, alike assure me of 
^y name; and in ail compassion would 1 ask thee, 
ill-fated Oedipus, what is thy suit to Athens or to 
me that thou hast taken thy place here, thou and 
the hapless maiden at thy side. Declare it; dire in- 
deed must be the fortune told by thee, from which 
I should stand aloof; who know that I mysrif also 
was reared in erile, like to thine, and in strange 
lands wrestled with perils to my life, as no man be- 
side. Never, then, would I turn aside from a stran- 
ger, such as thou art now, or refuse to aid in ^ 
deliverance; for well know I that I am a man, and 
that in the morrow my portion is no greater tlan 
thine. 

Oed. Theseus, thy nobleness hath in brief words 
shown such grace that for me there is need to say 
but little. Thou hast rightly said who I am, from 
what sire I spring, from what land I have come; and 
so nought else remains for me but to speak my 
desire,— and the tale is told. 

Th. Even so— speak that— I fain would hear. 

Oed. 1 come to offer thee my woe-worn body as a 
gift— not goodly to look upon; but the gains from it 
are better than beauty. 

Th. And what gain dost thou claim to have 
brought ? 

Oed. Hereafter thou shalt learn; not yet, I think. 

Th. At what time, then, will thy benefit be 
shown ? 

Oed. When I am dead, and thou hast given me 
burial. 

Th. Thou cravest life’s boon; for all between thou 
hast no memory— or no care. 

Oed. Yea, for by that boon I reap all the rest. 

Th. Nay, then, this grace which thou cravest 
from me hath small compass. 

Oed, Yet give heed ; this issue is no light one— no, 
verily. 

Th. Meanest thou, as between thy sons and me? 

Oed. King, they would fain convey me to Ifrebes. 

Th. But if to thy content, then for thee exile is 
not seemly. 

Oed. Nay, when / was willing, they refused. 

Th, But, foolish man, temper in misfortune is not 
meet. 

Oed. When thou hast heard my story, chide; till 
then, forbear, 

Th. Say on: 1 must not pronounce without knowl- 
edge. 

Oed. 1 have suffered, Theseus, cruel wrong on 
wrong. 

Th. Wilt thou speak of the ancient trouble of thy 
race ? 

Oed. No, verily: that is noised throughout Hellas. 

Th. What, then, is thy grief that passeth the 
griefs of man? 

Oed. Thus it is with me. From my country I have 
been driven by mine own offspring; and my doom 
is to return no more, as guilty of a father’s blood. 

Th. How, then, should they fetch thee to them, 
if ye must dwell a^t ? 

Oed. The moutn of the god will constrain them* 
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Th. In fear of what woe foreshown ? 

Oed, That they must be smitten in this land. 

Th. And how should bitterness come between 
them and me ? 

Oed. Kind son of Aegeus, to the gods alone comes 
never old age or death, but all else is confounded by 
ail-mastering time. Earth’s strength decays, and the 
strength of the body; faith dies, distrust is born; 
and the same spirit is never steadfast among friends, 
or betwixt city and city; for, be it soon or be it late, 
men find sweet turn to bitter, and then once more to 
love. 

And if now all is sunshine between Thebes and 
thee, yet time, in his untold course, gives birth to 
days and nights untold, wherein for a small cause 
they shall sunder with the spear that plighted con- 
cord of to-day; when my slumbering and buried 
corpse, cold in death, shall one day drink their 
warm blood, if Zeus is still Zeus, and Phoebus, the 
son of Zeus, speaks true. 

But, since I would not break silence touching 
mysteries, suffer me to cease where I began; only 
make thine own word good, and ne\'er shalt thou 
say that in vain didst thou welcome Oedipus to 
dwell in this realm— unless the gods cheat my hope. 

Ch. King, from the first yon man hath show’n the 
mind to perform these promises, or the like, for our 
land. 

Th. Who, then, w'ould reject the friendship of 
such an one?— to whom, first, the hearth of an ally 
is ever open, by mutual right, among us; and then 
he hath come as a suppliant to our gods, fraught 
with no light recompense for this land and for me. 
In reverence for these claims, I will never spurn his 
grace, but will establish him as a citizen in the land. 
And if it is the stranger’s pleasure to abide here, I 
will charge you to guard him; or if to come with me 
be more pleasing,— this choice, or that, Oedipus, 
thou canst take; thy will shall be mine. 

Oed. O Zeus, mayest thou be good unto such men! 

Th. What wouldst thou, then? wouldst thou 
come to my house 

Oed. Yea, were it lawful; but this is the place— 

Th. What art thou to do here? I will not thwart 
thee... 

Oed. — where I shall vanquish those who cast me 
forth. 

Th. Great were this promised boon from thy 
presence. 

Oed. It shall be— if thy pledge is kept with me 
indeed. 

Th. Fear not touching me; never will I fail thee. 

Oed. I will not bind thee with an oath, as one un- 
true. 

Th. Well, thou wouldst win nought more than by 
my word. 

Oed. How wilt thou act, then ? 

Th. What may be thy fear ? 

Oed. Men will come— 

Th. Nay, these will look to that. 

Oed. Beware lest, if thou leave me— 

Th. Teach me not my part. 


Oed. Fear constrains— 

Th. My heart feels not fear. 

Oed. Thou know^st not the threats— 

Th. I know^ that none shall take thee hence in my 
despite. Oft have threats blustered, in men’s wrath, 
with threatenings loud and vain; but when the 
mind is lord of himself once more, the threats are 
gone. And for yon men, haply— aye, though they 
have w^axed bold to speak dread things of bringing 
thee back— the sundering waters will prove wide, 
and hard to sail. Now I would have thee be of a 
good courage, apart from any resolve of mine, if 
indeed Phoebus hath sent thee on thy way; still, 
though I be not here, my name, I wot, will shield 
thee from harm. 

Exit THESEUS. 

■ ^ ^ i 

Ch. Stranger, in this land of goodly steeds thou 
hast come to earth’s fairest home, evemto our white 
Colonus; w’here the nightingale, a coiJ|stant guest, 
trills her clear note in the covert of gircen glades, 
dwelling amid the wine-dark ivy and the god’s in- 
violate bow'crs, rich in berries and fruit, unvisited 
by sun, unvexed by wind of any storm; where the 
reveller Dionysus ever walks the ground, compan- 
ion of the nymphs that nursed him. 

And, fed of heavenly dew, the narcissus blooms 
morn by morn w ith fair clusters, crown of the Great 
Goddesses from of yore; and the crcKus blooms with 
golden beam. Nor fail the sleepless founts whence 
the waters of Cephisus w’andcr, but each day with 
stainless tide he moveth over the plains of the land’s 
swelling bosom, for the giving of quick increase; 
nor hath the Muses’ quire abhorred this place, nor 
Aphrodite of the golden rein. 

And a thing there is such as I know not by fame 
on Asian ground, or as ever born in the great Dorian 
isle of Pelops — a growth unconquered, self-renew- 
ing, a terror to the spears of the foemen, a growth 
which mightily flourishes in this land— the gray- 
leafcd olive, nurturer of children. Youth shall not 
mar it by the ravage of his hand, nor any who dwells 
with old age; for the sleepless eye of the Morian 
Zeus beholds it, and the gray-eyed Athena. 

And another praise have I to tell for this the city 
our mother, the gift of a great god, a glory of the 
land most high; the might of horses, the might of 
young horses, the might of the sea. 

For thou, son of Cronus, our lord Poseidon, hast 
throned her in this pride, since in these roads first 
thou didst show forth the curb that cures the rage 
of steeds. And the shapely oar, apt to men’s hands, 
hath a wondrous speed on the brine, following the 
hundred-footed Nereids. 

An. O land that art praised above all lands, now 
is it for thee to make those bright praises seen in 
deeds! 

Oed. What new thing hath chanced, my daughter ? 
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An. Yonder Creon draws near us —not without 
followers, father. 

Oed. Ah, kind elders, now give me, I pray you, the 
final proof of my safely! 

Ch. Fear not— it shall be thine. If / am aged, this 
country’s strength hath not grown old. 

Enter creon, mth attendants. 

Creon. Sirs, noble dwellers in this land, I see that 
a sudden fear hath troubled your eyes at my com- 
ing; but shrink not from me, and let no ungentle 
word escape you. 

I am here with no thought of force; I am old, and 
I know that the city whercunto I have come is 
mighty, if any in Hellas hath might; no, I have been 
sent, in these my years, to plead with yonder man 
that he return with me to the land of Cadmus; not 
one man’s envoy am I, but with charge from our 
cople all; since *twas mine, by kinship, to mourn 
is woes as no Theban beside. 

Nay, unhappy Oedipus, hear us, and come home! 
Rightfully art thou called by all the Cadmean folk, 
and in chief by me, even as I— unless I am the basest 
of all men born— chiefly sorrow for thine ills, old 
man, when I sec thee, hapless one, a stranger and a 
wanderer evermore, roaming in beggary, with one 
handmaid for thy stay. Alas, I had not thought that 
she could fall to such a depth of misery as that 
whercunto she hath fallen— yon hapless girl!— while 
she ever tends thy dark life amid penury— in ripe 
youth, but unwed— a prize for the first rude hand. 

Is it not a cruel reproach— alas!— that I have cast 
at thee, and me, and all our race? But indeed an 
open shame cannot be hid; then— in the name of 
thy fathers’ gods, hearken to me, Oedipus!— hide it 
thotiy by consenting to return to the city and the 
house of thy fathers, after a kindly farewell to this 
State— for she is worthy; yet thine own hath the 
first claim on thy piety, since *twas she that nur- 
tured thee of old. 

Oed. All-daring, who from any plea of right wouldst 
draw a crafty device, why dost thou attempt me 
thus, and seek once more to take me in the toils 
where capture would be sorest? In the old days— 
when, distempered by my self- wrought woes, I 
yearned to be cast out of the land— thy will went 
not with mine to grant the boon. But when my 
fierce grief had spent its force, and the seclusion of 
the house was sweet, then wast thou for tlirusting me 
from the house and from the land — nor had this 
kinship any dearness for thee then: and now, again 
—when thou seest that I have kindly welcome from 
this city and from all her sons, thou seekest to pluck 
me away, wrapping hard thoughts in soft words. 
And yet what joy is there here, in kindness shown 
to us against our will? As if a man should give thee 
no gift, bring thee no aid, when thou wast fain of 
the boon; but after thy soul’s desire was sated, 
should grant it then, when the grace could be gra- 
cious no more: wouldst thou not find that pleasure 
vain ? Yet such are thine own ofl'ers unto me,- good 
in name, but in their substance evil. 

And I will declare it to these also, that I may show 


thee false. Thou hast come to fetch me, not that 
thou mayest take me home, but that thou mayest 
plant me near thy borders, and so thy city may es- 
cape unscathed by troubles from this land. That 
portion is not for thee, but this— -my curse upon the 
country, ever abiding therein; and for my sons, this 
heritage— room enough in my realm wherein— to 
die. 

Am I not wiser than thou in the fortunes of 
Thebes? Yea, wiser far, as truer are the sources of 
my knowledge, even Phoebus, and his father, Zeus 
most high. But thou hast come hither with fraud on 
thy lips, yea, with a tongue keener than the edge of 
the sword; yet by thy pleading thou art like to reap 
more woe than weal. Howbeit, I know that I per- 
suade thee not of this— go!— and suffer us to live 
here; for even in this plight our life would not be 
evil, so were we content therewith. 

Cr. Which, thinkest thou, most suffers in this par- 
ley — I by thy course, or thou by thine own? 

Oed. For me,’ tis enough if thy pleading fails, as 
with me, so with yon men are nigh. 

Cr. Unhappy man, shall it be seen that not even 
thy years have brought thee w'it ? Must thou live to 
be the reproach of age ? 

Oed. Thou hast a ready tongue, but I know not the 
honest man who hath fair words for every cause. 

Cr. W^ords may be many, and yet may miss their 
aim. 

Oed. As if thine, forsooth, were few, but aimed 
aright. 

Cr. No, truly, for one whose wit is such as thine. 

Oed. Depart— for I will say it in the name of yon 
men also! — and beset me not with jealous watch in 
the place where I am destined to abide. 

Cr. These men— not thee- call I to witness: but, 
as for the strain of thine answer to thy kindred, if 
ever I take thee— 

Oed. And who could take me in despite of these 
allies? 

Cr. 1 promise thee, thou soon slialt smart without 
that. 

Oed. W’here is the deed which warrants that blus- 
tering word ? 

Cr. One of thy two daughters hath just been 
seized by me, and sent hence— the other I will re- 
move forthwith. 

Oed. Woe is me! 

Cr. More woeful thou wilt find it soon. 

Oed. Thou hast my child ? 

Cr. And will have this one ere long. 

Alas! friends, what will ye do? Will ye for- 
sake me? will ye not drive the godless man from 
this land ? 

Ch. Hence, stranger, hence— begone! Unright- 
eous is thy present deed— unrighteous the deed 
which thou hast done. 

Cr. [to his attendants). ’Twerc time for you to 
lead off yon girl perforce, if she will not go of her 
free will. 

An. Wretched that I am! whither shall I fly?-— 
where find help from gods or men? 
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Ch, {dtrcateninglyf to creon). What wouldst thou, 
atranger? 

Cr. 1 will not touch yon man, but her who is mine. 

Oed, O, elders of the land) 

Ch. Stranger— thy deed is not just. 

Cr. Tisjust. 

Ch. How just? 

Cr. I take mine own. 

(He lays his hand on antigone.) 

Oed. Hear, O Athens! 

Oi. What wouldst thou, stranger? Release her! 
Thy strength, and ours, will soon be proved. 

(They ap^oach him with threatening gestures.) 

Cr. Stand back! 

Ch. Not from thee, while this is thy purpose. 

Cr. Nay, ’twill be war with Thebes for thee, if 
thou harm me. 

Oed. Said I not so? 

Ch. Unhand the maid at once! 

Cr. Command not where thou art not master. 

Ch. Leave hold, I tell thee! 

Cr. {to one of his guards, who at a signal seizes 
antigone). And I tell thee— begone! 

Ch. To the rescue, men of Colonus— to the rescue! 
Athens— yea, Athens— is outraged with the strong 
band! Hither, hither to our help! 

An. They drag me hence— ah me!— friends, 
friends! 

Oed. Where art thou, my child ? {blindly seeing 
for her). 

An. I am taken by force- 

Oed. Thy hands, my child!— 

An. Nay, I am helpless. 

Cr. {to his guards). Away with you! 

Oed. Ah me, ah me! 

Exeunt guards with antigone. 

Cr. So those two crutches shall never more prop 
thy steps. But since *tis thy will to worst thy coun- 
try and thy friends— whose mandate, though a 
prince, I here discharge— then be that victory thine. 
For hereafter, I wot, thou wilt come to know all 
this— that now, as in time past, thou hast done thy- 
self no good, when, in despite of friends, thou hast 
indulged anger, which is ever thy bane. 

{He turns to follow his guards.) 

Ch. Hold, stranger! 

Cr. Hands off, 1 say! 

Ch. I will not let thee go, unless thou give back 
the maidens. 

Cr. Then wilt thou soon give Thebes a still dearer 
prize: 1 will seize more than those two girls. 

Ch. What— whither wilt thou turn ? 

Cr. Yon man shall be my captive. 

C^. A valiant threat! 

Cr. Twill forthwith be a deed. 

Ch. Aye, unless the ruler of this realm hinder thee. 

Oed. Shameless voice ! Wilt thou indeed touch me ? 

Cr. Be silent I 

Oed. Nay, may the powers of this place suffer me 
to utter yet this curse! Wretch, who, when these 
eyes were dark, hast reft from me by force the help- 
one who was mine eyesight! Therefore to thee 


and to thy race may the Sun-god, the god who sees 
all things, yet grant an old age such as mine! 

Cr. See ye this, pet^le of the land ? 
bed. They see both me and thee; they know that 
my wrongs are deeds, and my revenge— but breath. 

Cr. I will not curb my wrath— nay, alone though 
1 am, and slow with age. Til take yon man by force, 
{He approaches oedipus as if to seize him.) 

Oed. Woe is me! 

Ch. Tis a bold spirit that thou hast brought with 
thee, stranger, if thou thinkest to achieve mis. 
Cr.Ido. 

Ch. Then will I deem Athens a city no more. 

Cr. In a just cause the weak vanquishes the strong. 
Oed. Hear ye his words? 

Ch. Yea, words which he shall not turn to deeds, 
ZeuskAows! • 

Cr. Zeus haply knows— thou dost not. 

CA. Insolence! \ 

Cr. Insolence which thou must bea^ 

Ch. What ho, people, rulers of the land, ho, hither 
with all speed, hither! These men arc on their way 
to cross our borders! 

Enter theseus. 

Th. What means this shout ? What is the trouble? 
What fear can have moved you to stay my sacrifice 
at the altar unto the sea-god, the lord of your 
Colonus? Speak, that I may know all, since there- 
fore have I sped hither with more than easeful speed 
of foot. 

Oed. Ah, friend— I know thy voice— yon man, 
but now, hath done me foul wrong. 

Th. What is that wrong? And who hath wrought 
it? Speak! 

Oed. Creon, whom thou seest there, hath torn 
away from me my two children— mine all. 

Th. What dost thou tell me? 

Oed. Thou hast heard my wrong. 

Th. {to his attendants). Haste, one of you, to the 
altars yonder— constrain the folk to leave the sacri- 
fice, and to speed— footmen, horsemen all, with 
slack rein, to the region where the two highways 
meet, lest the maidens pass, and 1 become a mockerv 
to this stranger, as one spoiled by force. Away, 1 tell 
thee— quick! {Turning towards creon.) As for yon 
man— if my wrath went as far as he deserves— I 
would not have suffered him to go scatheless from 
my hand. But now such law as he himself hath 
brought, and no other, shall be the rule for his cox- 
teexion.— {Addressing creon.) Thou shalt not quit 
this land until thou bring those maidens, and pro- 
duce them in my sight; for thy deed is a disgrace to 
me, and to thine own race, and to thy country. 
Thou hast come unto a city that observes justice, 
and sanctions nothing without law— yet th^.hast 
put her lawful powers aside, thou h^t made this 
rude inroad, thou art taking captives at thy pleas- 
ure, and snatching prizes by violence, as in the be* 
lief that my city was void of men, or manned by 
slaves, and I a thing of nought* 

Yet ’tis not by Theban training that thou art 
base; Thebes is not wont to rear unrighteous sona; 
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nor would she praise thee, if she learned that thou 
art spoiliae me*-yea, spoiling the god^ when by 
force thouleadest off their hapless suppliants. Now, 
were my foot upon thy soil, never would I wrest or 
plunder, without licence from the ruler of the land, 
whoso he might be— no, though my claim were of 
all claims most just: I should know how an alien 
ought to live among citizens. But thou art shaming 
a city that deserves it not, even thine own; and the 
fulness of thy years brings thee an old age bereft of 
wit. 

I have said, then, and I say it once again— let the 
maidens be brought hither with all speed, unless 
thou wouldst sojourn in this land by no free choice; 
and this 1 tell thee from my soul, as with my lips. 

Ch. Seest thou thy plight, O stranger? Thou art 
deemed to come of a just race; but thy deeds are 
found evil. 

O. Not counting this city void of manhood, son 
of Aegeus, nor of counsel— as, thou sayest— have I 
wrought this deed; but because I judged that its 
folk could never be so enamoured of my kinsfolk as 
to foster them apinst my will. And 1 knew that 
this people would not receive a parricide, a polluted 
man, a man with whom had been found the unholy 
bride of her son. Such the wisdom, I knew, that 
dwells on the Mount of Ares in their land; which 
suffers not such wanderers to dwell within this 
realm. In that faith, I sought to take this prize. Nor 
had 1 done so, but that he was calling down bitter 
curses on me, and on my race; when, being so 
wronged, I deemed that 1 had warrant for this 
requital. For anger knows no old age, till death 
come; the dead alone feel no smart. 

Therefore thou shalt act as seems to thee good; 
for, though my cause is just, the lack of aid makes 
me weak: yet, old though 1 am, 1 will endeavour to 
meet deed with deed. 

Oed, O shameless soul, where, thinkest thou, falls 
this thy taunt— on my age, or on thine own? 
Bloodshed— incest— misery— all this thy lips have 
launched against me— all tnis that 1 have borne, woe 
is me ! by no choice of mine : for such was the pleasure 
of the gods, wroth, haply, with the race from of old. 
Take me alone, and thou couldst find no sin to up- 
braid me withal, in quittance whereof I was driven 
to sin thus against myself and against my kin. Tell 
me, now— if, by voice of oracle, some divine doom 
was coming on my sire, that be should die by a son’s 
hand, how couldst thou justly reproach me there* 
with, who was then unborn, whom no sire had yet 
begotten, no mother’s womb conceived? And if, 
when born to woe— as I was born— I met my sire in 
strife, and slew him, all ignorant what 1 was doing, 
and to whom— how couldst thou justly blame the 
unknowing deed? 

And my mother— wretch, hast thou no shame in 
forcing me to speak of her nuptials, when she was 
thy sister, and they such as I will now tell— for ver- 
ily ! will not be sil^t, when thou hast gone so far in 
impious speech. Yea, she was my mother— oh, mis- 
cryl-— my mother— I knew it not, nor shc-^and, for 
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her shame, bare children to the son whom she had 
borne. But one thing, at least, I know— that thy will 
consents thus to revile her and me; but not of my 
free will did I wed her, and not of free will do 1 
speak now. 

Nay, not in this marriage sliall I be called guilty, 
nor in that slaying of my sire which thou ever urg- 
est against me with bitter reviling. Answer me but 
one thing that I ask thee. If, here and now, one 
should come up and seek to slay thee— thee, the 
righteous— wouldst thou ask if the murderer was 
thy father, or wouldst thou reckon with him straight- 
way? I think, as thou lovest thy life, thou woindst 
requite the culprit, nor look around thee for thy 
warrant. But such the plight into which I came, led 
by gods; and in this, could my sire come back to life, 
methinks he would not gainsay me. 

Yet thou— {or thou art not a just man, but one 
who holds all things meet to utter, knowing no bar- 
rier betwixt speech and silence— tauntest me 
in such wise, nefore yon men. And thou findest it 
timely to flatter the renowned Theseus, and Athens, 
saying how well her state hath bten ordered: yet, 
while giving such large praise, thou forgettest this— 
that if any land knows how to worship the gods with 
due rites, this land excels therein; whence thou 
hadst planned to steal me, the suppliant, the old 
man, and didst seek to seize me, and hast already 
carried off my daughters. Wherefore I now call on 
yon goddesses, I supplicate them, I adjure them with 
prayers, to bring me help and to fight in my cause, 
that thou mayest learn well by what manner of men 
this realm is guarded. 

Ch. The stranger is a good man, O king; his fate 
hath been accurst; but ’tis worthy of our succour. 

Th. Enough of words: the doers of the deed are 
in flight, while we, the sufferers, stand still. 

Cr. What, then, wouldst thou have a helpless man 
to do? 

Th. Show the way in their track— while I escort 
thee— that, if in these regions thou hast the maid- 
ens of our quest, thou thyself mayest discover them 
to me; but if thy men are fleeing with the spoil in 
their grasp, we may spare our trouble; the chase is 
for others, from whom they will never escape out of 
this land, to thank their gods. 

Come- forward! The spoiler hath been spoiled, I 
tell thee- Fate hath taken the hunter in the toils; 
gains got by wrongful arts are soon lost. And thou 
shalt have no ally in thine aim, for well wot 1 that 
not without accomplice or resource hast ^u gone 
to such a length of violence in the daring mood 
which hath inspired thee here: no— there was some 
one in whom thou wast trusting when thou didst 
essay these deeds. And to this I must look, nor make 
this city weaker than one man. Dost thou take my 
drift? Or seem these words as vain as seemed the 
warnings when thy deed was still a-planning ? 

Cr. ^y what thou wilt while thou art here— I will 
not cavil: but at home 1, too, will know how to act. 

Th. For the present, threaten, but go forward. Do 
thou, Oedipus, stay here in peace, I pray thee— with 
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my pledge that, unless I die before, I will not cease 
till 1 put thee in possession of thy children. 

Oed, Heaven reward thee, Theseus, for thy noble- 
ness, and thy loyal care in my behalf! 

Exeunt theseus and attendants^ with creon, on 
spectators' left» 

Chorus 

Oh to be where the foeman, turned to bay, will 
soon join in the brazen clangour of battle, haply by 
the shores loved of Apollo, haply by that torch-lit 
strand where the Great Goddesses cherish dread rites 
for mortals, on whose lips the ministrant Eumolpi- 
dae have laid the precious seal of silence; where, me- 
thinks, the war-waking Theseus and the captives 
twain, the sister maids, will soon meet within our 
borders, amid a war-cry of men strong to save! 

Or perchance they will soon draw nigh to the pas- 
tures on the west of Oea’s snowy rock, borne on 
horses in their flight, or in chariots racing at speed. 

Oeon will be worsted I T'errible are the v\'arriors 
of Colonus, and the followers of Theseus are terrible 
in their might. Yea, the steel of every bridle flashes, 
—with slack bridle-rein all the knighthood rides 
apace that worships our Queen of Chivalry, Athena, 
and the earth-girdling Sea-god, theson of Rhea’slove. 

Is the battle now, or yet to be? For somehow my 
soul WOOS me to the hope that soon I sliall be face to 
face with the maidens thus sorely tried, thus sorely 
visited by the hand of a kinsman. 

To-day, to-day, Zeus will work some great thing: 
I have presage of victory in the strife. O to be a dove 
with swift strength as of the storm, that I might 
reach an airy cloud, with gaze lifted above the fray! 

Hear, all-ruling lord of heaven, all -seeing Zeus! 
Enable the guardians of this land, in might trium- 
phant, to achieve the capture that gives the prize to 
their hands! So grant thy daughter also, our dread 
Lady, Pallas Athena! And Apollo, the hunter, and 
his sister, who follows the dappled, swift-footed 
deer— fain am I that they should come, a twofold 
strength, to this land and to her people. 

Ah, wanderer friend, thou wilt not have to tax 
thy watcher with false augury— for yonder I see the 
maidens drawing near with an escort. 

Oed, Where— where? How? What sayest thou? 

Enter antxgone and ismene, with theseus and 
his attendants, on the spectators' Irft. 

An. O father, father, that some god would suffer 
thine eyes to see this noble man, who hath brought 
us here to thcel 

Oed. My child !— ye arc here indeed ? 

An. Yea, for these strong arms have saved us— 
Theseus, and his trusty followers. 

Oed. Come ye hither, my child, let me embrace 
you— restored beyond all hope! 

An. Thy wish shall be granted — we crave what 
we bestow. 

Oed. Where, then, where arc ye? 

An. Here approaching thee together. 

CW. My darlings! 


An. A father loves his own. 

Oed. Props of mine age! 

An. And sharers of thy sorrow. 

Oed. 1 hold my dear ones; and now, should I die, 
I were not wholly wretched, since ye have come to 
me. Press close to me on cither side, children, cleave 
to your sire, and repose from this late roaming, so 
forlorn, so grievous! And tell me what hath passed 
as shortly as ye may; brief speech sufficeth for young 
maidens. 

An. Here is our deliverer: from him thou shouldst 
hear the story, father, since his is the deed; so shall 
my part be brief. 

Oed. Sir, marvel not, if with such yearning I pro- 
long my words unto my children, found again be- 
yond nay hope. For well I wot that this joy in re- 
spect of them hath come to me from’' thee, and thee 
alone: thou hast rescued them, and man beside. 
And may the gods deal with thee alter my wish, 
with thee and with this land; for among you, above 
all human kind, have I found the fear of heaven, 
and the spirit of fairness, and the lips that lie not. 
I know these things, w'hich with these words I re- 
quite; for what I have, 1 have through thee, and no 
man else. 

Stretch forth thy right hand, O king, I pray thee, 
that I may touch it, and, if ’tis lawful, kiss thy 
cheek. But what am I saying? Unhappy as I have 
become, how could I wish thee to touch one with 
whom all stain of sin hath made its dwelling? No, 
not I— nor allow thee, if thou wouldst. They alone 
can share this burden, to whom it hath come home. 
Receive my greeting where thou standest; and in 
the future still give me thy loyal care, as thou hast 
given it to this hour. 

Th. No marvel is it to me, if thou hast shown 
some mind to large discourse, for joy in these thy 
children, and if thy first care hath been for their 
words, rather than for me; indeed, there is nought 
to vex me in that. Not in words so much as deeds 
would I make the lustre of my life. Thou hast the 
proof; I have failed in nothing of my sworn faith to 
thee, old man; here am I, with the maidens living- 
yea, scatheless of those threats. And how the fight 
was won, what need that I should idly boast, when 
thou wilt learn it from these maidens in converse ? 

But there is a matter that hath newly chanced to 
me, as I came hither; lend me thy counsel thereon, 
for, small though it be, ’tis food for wonder; and 
mortal man should deem nothing beneath his care. 

Oed. What is it, son of Aegeus? Tell me; I myself 
know nought of that whereof thou askest. 

Th. A man, they say— not thy countryman, yet 
thy kinsman— hath somehow cast himself, a suppli- 
ant, at our altar of Poseidon, where 1 was sacrificing 
when I first set out hither. 

Oed. Of what land is he? What craves he by the 
supplication ? 

Th. I know one thing only, they say, he asks brief 
speech with thee, which shall not irk thee much. 

Oed. On what theme? That suppliant posture is 
not trivial. 
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Th, He asks, they say, no more than that he may 
confer with thee, and return unharmed from his 
journey hither. 

Oed, Who can he be who thus implores the god ? 

Tk, Look if ye have any kinsman at Argos, who 
might crave this boon of thee, 

Oed, O friend! Say no word more! 

n. What ails thee ? 

Oed. Ask it not of me— 

Th. Ask what ?— Speak! 

Oed. By those words I know who is the suppliant. 

Th. And who can he be, against whom I should 
have a grief? 

Oed. My son, O king— the hated son whose words 
would vex mine car as the words of no man beside. 

Th, What? Canst thou not listen, without doing 
what thou wouldst not ? Why should it pain thee to 
hear him ? 

Oed. Most hateful, king, hath that voice become to 
his sire: lay me not under constraint to yield in this. 

Th. But think whether his suppliant state con- 
strains thee: w'hat if thou hast a duty of respect for 
the god ? 

An. Father, hearken to me, though I be young 
who counsel. Allow the king to gratify his own heart, 
and to gratify the god as he wishes; and, for thy 
daughter’s sake, allow our brother to come. For he 
will not pluck thee perforce from thy resolve— 
never fear— by such words as shall not be spoken 
for thy good. But to hear him speak— what harm 
can be in that ? Ill-devised deeds, thou knowest, are 
bewrayed by speech. Thou art his sire; so that, e’en 
if he were to wrong thee with the most impious of 
foul wrongs, my father, it is not lawful for thee to 
wrong him again. 

Oh, let him come: other men, also, have evil off- 
spring, and are swift to wrath; but they hear advice, 
and arc charmed from their mood by the gentle 
spells of friends. 

Look thou to the past, not to the present— think 
on all that thou hast borne through sire and mother; 
and if thou considercst those things, well I w'ot, thou 
wilt discern how evil is the end that waits on evil 
wrath; not slight are thy reasons to think thereon, 
bereft, as thou art, of the sight that returns no more. 

Nay, yield to us! It is not seemly for just suitors 
to sue long; it is not seemly that a man should re- 
ceive good, and thereafter lack the mind to requite it. 

Oed. My child, ’tis sore for me, this pleasure that 
ye win from me by your pleading; but be it as ye 
will. Only, if that man is to come hither— friend, 
let no one ever become master of my life! 

Th. I need not to hear such words more than once, 
old man: I would not boast; but be sure that thy 
life is safe, while any god saves mine. 

Exit THESEUS, to the right of the spectators. 

Chorus. 

Whoso craves the ampler length of life, not con- 
tent to desire a modest span, him will I judge with 
no uncertain voice; he cleaves to folly. 

For the long days lay up full many things nearer 
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unto grief than joy; but as for thy delights, their 
place shall know them no more, when a man’s life 
hath lapsed beyond the fitting term; and the De- 
liverer comes at the last to all alike— when the doom 
of Hades is suddenly revealed, without marriage- 
song, or lyre, or dance- even Death at the last. 

Not to be born is, past all prizing, best; but, when 
a man hath seen the light, this is next best by far, 
that with all speed he should go thither, whence he 
hath come. 

For when he hath seen youth go by, with its light 
follies, what troublous affliction is strange to his lot, 
what suffering is not therein ?— envy, factions, strife, 
battles and slaughters; and, last of all, age claims 
him for her own— age, dispraised, infirm, unsociable, 
unfriended, with whom all woe of woe abides. 

In such years is yon hapless one, not I alone: and 
as some cape that fronts the North is lashed on every 
side by the waves of winter, so he also is fiercely 
lashed evermore by the dread troubles that break 
on him like billows, some from the setting of the 
sun, some from the rising, some in the region of the 
noon-tide beam, some from the gl(»m-wrapped hills 
of the North. 

An. Lo, yonder, me thinks, I see the stranger com- 
ing hither- yea, without attendants, my father— 
the tears streaming from his eyes. 

Oed. Who is he? 

An, The same who was in our thoughts from the 
first; Polynciccs hath come to us. 

Enter polvneices, on the spectators' left. 

Polyneices. Ah me, what shall I do? Whether shall 
I weep first for mine own sorrows, sisters, or for 
mine aged sire’s, as I see them yonder? Whom I 
have found in a strange land, an exile here with you 
twain, clad in such raiment, whereof the foul squalor 
hath dwelt with that aged form so long, a very blight 
upon his flesh- while above the sightless eyes the 
unkempt hair flutters in the breeze; and matching 
with these things, meseems, is the food that he car- 
ries, hapless one, against hunger’s pinch. 

Wretch that I am! I learn all this too late: and I 
bear witness that I am proved the vilest of men in 
all that touches care for thee: from mine own lips 
hear what I am. But, seeing that Zeus himself, in all 
that he doeth, hath Mercy for the sharer of his 
throne, may she come to thy side also, my father; 
for the faults can be healed, but can never more be 
made worse. 

{A pause.) 

Why art thou silent ? . . . . Speak, father — turn 
not away from me. Hast thou not even an answer 
for me? Wilt thou dismiss me in mute scorn, with- 
out telling wherefore thou art wroth ? 

O ye, his daughters, sisters mine, strive ye, at 
least, to move our sire’s implacable, inexorable si- 
lence, that he send me not away dishonoured— who 
am the suppliant of the god— in such wise as this, 
with no word of response. 

An. Tell him thyself, unhappy one, what thou 
hast come to seek. As words now, perchance they 
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touch to joy, perchance they glow with anger, or speak, as seems thee good, ere thou send the man 
with tenderness, and so they somehow give a voice away. 

to the dumb. Oed, Nay, then, my friends, guardians of this land, 

Fo, Then will I speak boldly—for thou dost ad- were not Theseus he who had sent him hither to me, 
monish me well'-first claiming the help of the god desiring that he should have my response, never 
himself &om whose altar the king of this land raised should he have heard this voice. But now he shall 
me, that I might come hither, with warranty to be graced with it, ere he go— yea, and hear from me 
speak and hear, and go my way unharmed. And I such words as shall never gladden his life: villain, 
will crave, strangers, that these pledges be kept with who when thou hadst the sceptre and the throne, 
me by you, and by my sisters here, and by my sire, which now thy brother hath in Thebes, dravest me. 
But now I would rain tell thee, father, why I came. thine own hither, into exile, and madest me citiless, 

I have been driven, an exile, from my ratherland, and madest me to wear this garb which now thou 
because, as eldest-born, I claimed to sit in thy sov- weepcst to behold, when thou hast come unto the 
creign scat. Wherefore Etcoclcs, though the younger, same stress of misery as I. The time for tears is past : 
thrust me from the land, when he had neither no, / must bear this burden while 1 live, ever think- 
worsted me in argument, nor come to trial of might ing of thee as of a murderer; for *tis thou that hast 
and deed— no, but won the city over. And of this 1 brought my days to this anguish, *ti^ thou that hast 
deem it most likely that the curse on thy house is thrust me out; to thee I owe it that 'I wander, beg- 
the cause; then from soothsayers also I so hear. For ging my daily bread from strangers. And, had these 
when I came to Dorian Argos, I took the daughter daughters not been born to be my comfort, verily I 
of Adrastus to wife; and I bound to me by oath all had been dead, for aught of help froiti thee. Now, 
of the Apian land who arc foremost in renown of these girls preserve me, these my nurses, these who 
war, that with them I might levy the sevenfold host arc men, not women, in true service: but ye arc 
of spearmen against Thebes, and die in my just aliens, and no sons of mine, 
cause, or cast the doers of this wrong from the realm. Therefore the eyes of Fate look upon thee— not 
Well, and wherefore have I come hither now? yet as they will look anon, if indeed those hosts arc 
With suppliant prayers, my father, unto thee— moving against Thebes. Never canst thou overthrow 
mine own, and the prayers of mine allies, who now, that city; no, first shalt thou fall stained with blood- 
with seven hosts behind their seven spears, have set shed, and thy brother likewise. Such the curses that 
their leaguer round the plain of Thebes; of whom is my soul sent forth before against you twain, and 
swift-speared Amphiaraus, matchless warrior, match- such do I now invoke to fight for me, that ye may 
less augur; then the son of Oencus, Aetolian Ty- deem it meet to revere parents, nor scorn your fa- 
dcus; Eteoclus third, of Argivc birth; the fourth, ther utterly, because he is sightless who begat such 
Hippomedon, sent by Talaos, his sire; while Capa- sons; for these maidens did not thus. So my curses 
ncus, the fifth, vaunts that he will burn Thebes with have control of thy “supplication*’ and thy “throne,” 
fire, unto the ground; and sixth, Arcadian Parthc- if indeed Justice, reveal^ from of old, sits with Zeus 
nopaeus rushes to the war, named from that virgin in the might of the eternal laws, 
ofother days whose marriage in after- time gave him And thou— begone, abhorred of me, and unfa- 
birth, trusty son of Atalanta, Last, I, thy son— or if thered I— begone, thou vilest of the vile, and with 

not thine, but offspring of an evil fate, yet thine at thee take these my curses which I call down on thee 
least in name— lead the fearless host of Argos unto —never to vanquish the land of thy race, no, nor 
Tbebes. ever return to hill-girt Argos, but by a kindred hand 

And we, by these thy children and by thy life, to die, and slay him by whom thou hast been driven 
my father, implore thee all, praying thee to remit out. Such is my prayer; and I call the paternal dark- 
thy stern wrath against me, as I go forth to chastise ness of dread Tartarus to take thee unto another 

my brother, who hath thrust me out and robbed me home— I call the spirits of this place- 1 call the Dc- 

of my fatherland. For if aught of truth is told by stroying God, who hath set that dreadful hatred in 
oracles, they said that victory should be with those you twain. Go, with these words in thine ears— go, 
whom thou shouldst join. and publish it to the Cadmeans all, yea, and to thine 

Then, by our fountains and by the gods of our own staunch allies* that Oedipus hath divided such 
race, I ask thee to hearken and to yield; a beggar honours to his sons. 

and an exile am I, an exile thou; by court to others Ch, Polyneiccs, in thy past goings I take no joy; 

we have a home, both thou and 1, sharers of one andnowgothy way with speed 
doom; while he^ king in the house- woe is me!— Po, Alas, for my journey and my baffled hope: 
mocks in his pride at thee and me alike. But, if thou alas, for my comrades! What an end was that march 
assist my purpose, small toil or time, and I will scat- to have, whereon we sallied forth from Argos; woe 
ter his strength to the winds : and so will I bring thee is me!— aye, such an end, that I may not even utter 
and stablish thee in thine own house, and stablish it to any of my companions, or turn them back, but 
myself, when I have cast him out by force. Be thy must go in silence to meet this doom, 

will with me, and that boast may be mine; without Ah ye, his daughters and my sisters— since ye 
diee, I cannot e’en return alive. rar these hard prayers of your sire— if this fothef’s 

Oft, For his sake who hath sent him, Oedipus, uses be fulfilled, and some way ofreturn to Thebes 
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be found for you, oh, as ye fear the gods, do not, for 
your part, dishonour me'—nay, give me burial, and 
due funeral rites. And so the praise which ye now 
win from yonder man, for your service, shall be in- 
creased by another praise not less, by reason of the 
office wrought for me. 

An, Polyneices, I entreat thee, hear me in one 
thing! 

Po, What is it, dearest Antigone ? Speak! 

An, Turn thy host back to Argos— aye, with all 
speed— and destroy not thyself and Thebes. 

Po, Nay, it cannot be: for how again could I lead 
the same host, when once I had blenched ? 

An, But why, my brother, should thine anger rise 
again P What gain is promised thee in destroying thy 
native city? 

Po, Tis shame to be an exile, and, eldest born as 
I am, to be thus mocked on my brother’s part. 

An, Secst thou, then, to what sure fulfilment thou 
art bringing his prophecies, who bodes mutual slay- 
ing for you twain ? 

Po, Aye, for he wishes it: but I must not yield. 

An, Ah me unhappy! But who will dare to follow 
thee, hearing what prophecies yon man hath 
uttered ? 

Po, 1 will not e’en report ill tidings: ’tis a good 
leader’s part to tell the better news, and not the 
worse. 

An, Brother! Thy resolve, then, is thus fixed ? 

Po, Yea— and detain me not. For mine it now 
shall be to tread yon path, with evil doom and omen 
from this my sire and from his Furies; but for you 
twain, may Zeus make your path bright, if ye do 
my wishes when I am dead— since in my life ye can 
do them no more. {He gently disengages himself from 
their embrace^ Now, release me, and farewell; for 
nevermore shall ye behold me living. 

An, Woe is me! 

Po, Mourn not for me. 

An, And who would not bewail thee, brother, 
who thus art hurrying to death foreseen ? 

Po, If ’tis fate, I must die. 

An, Nay, nay— hear my pleading! 

Po, Plead not amiss. 

An, Then woe is me, indeed, if 1 must lose thee! 

Po. Nay, that rests with Fortune— that end or 
another. For you twain, at least, I pray the gods 
that ye never meet with ill; for in all men’s eyes ye 
are unworthy to suffer. 

Exitf on spectators' Ufr, 

Ch, Behold, new ills have newly come, in our hear- 
ing, from the sightless stranger— ills fraught with 
a heavy doom; unless, perchance. Fate is finding its 
goal. For ’tis not mine to say that a decree of Heaven 
is ever vain: watchful, aye watchful of those decrees 
is Time, overthrowing some fortunes, and on the 
morrow lifting others, again, to honour. Hark that 
sound in the sky! Zeus daend us! 

{Thunder is hmd,) 

Oed, My children, my children! If there be any 
man to send, vwuld that some one would fetch hither 
the pceirleas Theseus! 


An, And what, father, is the aim of thy summons ? 

Oed, This winged thunder of Zeus will lead me 
anon to Hades: nay, send, and tarry not. 

{A second peal is heard.) 

Ch, Hark! With louder noise it crashes down, un- 
utterable, hurled by Zeus! The hair of my head 
stands up for fear, my soul is sore dismayed; for 
again the lightning flashes in the sky. Oh, to what 
event will it give birth ? I am afraid, for never in 
vain doth it rush forth, or without grave issue. O 
thou dread sky ! O Zeus ! 

Oed, Daughters, his destined end hath come upon 
your sire; he can turn his face from it no more. 

An, How knowest thou ? What sign hath told thee 
this? 

Oed, I know it well. But let some one go, I pray 
you, with all speed, and bring hither the lord of this 
realm. 

{Another peal,) 

Ch. Ha! Listen! Once again that piercing thunder- 
voice is around us! Be merciful, O thou god, be 
merciful, if thou art bringing aught of gloom for the 
land our mother! Gracious may Ifiind thee, nor, be- 
cause 1 have looked on a man accurst, have some 
meed, not of blessing for my portion! O Zeus our 
lord, to thee I cry! 

Oed. Is the man near ? Will he find me still alive, 
children, and master of my mind ? 

An, And what is the pledge which thou wouldst 
have fixed in thy mind ? 

Oed. In return for his benefits, I would duly give 
him the requital promised when I received them. 

Ch, What ho, my son, hither, come hither! Or if 
in the glade’s inmost recess, for the honour of the 
sea-god Poseidon, thou art hallowing his altar with 
sacrifice— come thence! Worthy art thou in the 
stranger’s sight, worthy are thy city and thy folk, 
that he should render a just recompense for bene- 
fits. Haste, come quickly, O king! 

Ertter theseus, on the spectators' right, 

Th, Wherefore once more rings forth a summons 
from you all— from my people as clearly as from 
our guest? Can a thunderbolt from Zeus be the 
cause, or rushing hail in its fierce onset ? All forebod- 
ings may find place, when the god sends such a 
storm. 

Oed, King, welcome is thy presence; and *tis some 
god that hath made for thee the good fortune of 
this coming. 

Th, And what new thing hath now befallen, son 
ofLaius? 

Oed, My life hangs in the sedie: and I fain would 
die guiltless of bad frith to thee and to this city, in 
respect of my pledges. 

Th, And w^t sign of thy fate holds thee in sus- 
pense? 

Oed, The gods, their own heralds, bring me the 
tidings, with no failure in the signs appointed of old. 

Th, What sayest thou are the signs of these things, 
old man? 

Oed, The thunder, peal on peal, the lightning, 
flash on flash, hurled from the unconquered hand. 
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Th. Thou winnest my belief, for in much I find 
thee a prophet whose voice is not fiilse; then speak 
what must be done. 

Oed, Son of Aegeus, I will unfold that which shall 
be a treasure for this thy city, such as age can never 
mar. Anon, unaided, and with no hand to guide me, 
I will show the way to the place where I must die. 
But that place reveal thou never unto mortal man — 
tell not where it is hidden, nor in what region it 
lies; that so it may ever make for thee a defence, 
better than many shields, better than the succour- 
ing spear of neighbours. 

But, for mysteries which speech may not profane, 
thou shalt mark them for thyself, when thou comest 
to that place alone: since neither to any of this peo- 
ple can 1 utter them, nor to mine own children, dear 
though they are. No, guard them thou alone; and 
when thou art coming to the end of life, disclose 
them to thy heir alone; let him teach his heir; and 
so thenceforth. 

And thus shalt thou hold this city unscathed from 
the side of the Dragon’s brood; f^ull many States 
lightly enter on offence, e’en though their neigh- 
bour lives aright. For the gods are slow, though 
they are sure, in visitation, when men scorn godli- 
ness, and turn to frenzy. Not such be thy fate, son 
of Aegeus. Nay, thou knowest such things, without 
my precepts. 

But to that place—for the divine summons urges 
me— ‘let us now set forth, and hesitate no more. {As 
if suddenly inspired^ he moves with slow but firm steps 
towards the left of the scene^ beckoning the others on- 
ward,) My children, follow me— thus— for 1 now 
have in strange wise been made your guide, as yc 
were your sire’s. On— touch me not— nay, suffer 
me unaided to find out that sacred tomb where ’tis 
my portion to be buried in this land. 

This way— hither, this way!— for this way doth 
Guiding Hermes lead me, and the goddess of the dead I 

O light— no light to me— mine once thou wast, I 
ween, but now my body feels thee for the last time! 
For now go I to hide the close of my life with Hades. 
Truest of friends 1 blessed be thou, and this land, 
and thy lieges; and, when your days arc blest, think 
on me the dead, for your welfare evermore. 

He passes from the stage on the spectators' left, 
followed by his daughters, theseus, and 
attendants, 

Ch, If with prayer I may adore the Unseen God- 
dess, and thee, lord of the children of night, O hear 
me, Aidoneus, Aidoneus! Not in pain, not by a doom 
that wakes sore lament, may the stranger pass to the 
fields of the dead below, the all-enshrouding, and to 
the Stygian house. Many were the sorrows that came 
to him without cause; but in requital a just god will 
lift him up. 

Goddesses Infernal! And thou, dread form of the 
unconquered hound, thou who hast thy lair in those 
gates of many guests, thou un tameable Watcher of 
Hell, gnarling from the cavern’s jaws, as rumour 
from the beginning tells of thee! 


i$68-i6^4. 

Hear me, O Death, son of Earth and Tartarus! 
May that Watcher leave a clear path for the stranger 
on his way to the nether fields of the dead! To thee 
I call, giver of the eternal sleep. 

Enter a MESSENGER,^om the Itfi, 
Messenger, Countrymen, my tidings might most 
shortly be summed thus: Oedipus is gone. But the 
story of the hap may not be told in brief words, as 
the deeds yonder were not briefly done. 

Ch, He is gone, hapless one ? 

Me, Be sure that he hath passed from life. 

Ch, Ah, how ? by a god-sent doom, and painless ? 
Me. There thou touchest on what is indeed worthy 
of wonder. How he moved hence, thou thyself must 
know, since thou wast here— with no friend to show 
the way,'f)ut guide himself unto us all. 

Now, when he had come to the shec^r Threshold, 
bound by brazen steps to earth’s deep rodjts, he paused 
in one of many branching paths, near the basin in 
the rock, where the inviolate covenant of Theseus 
and Peirithous hath its memorial. He stood midway 
between that basin and the Thorician stone — the 
hollow pear-tree and the marble tomb; then sate 
him down, and loosed his sordid raiment. 

And then he called his daughters, and bade them 
fetch water from some fount, that he should wash, 
and make a drink-offering. And they went to the hill 
which was in view. Demeter’s hill who guards the 
tender plants, and in short space brought that which 
their father had enjoined; then they ministered to 
him with washing, and dressed him, as use ordains. 

But when he had content of doing all, and no 
part of his desire was now unheeded, then was thun- 
der from the Zeus of the Shades: and the maidens 
shuddered as they heard; they fell at their father’s 
knees, and wept, nor ceased from beating the breast, 
and wailing very sore. 

And when he heard their sudden bitter cry, he put 
his arms around them, and said : “My children, this 
day ends your father’s life. For now all hath per- 
ished that was mine, and no more shall ye bear the 
burden of tending me, no light one, well I know, 
my children; yet one little word makes all those 
toils as nought; love had ye from me, as from none 
beside; and now yc shall have me with you no more, 
through all your days to come.” 

On such wise, close-clinging to each other, sire 
and daughters sobbed and wept. But when they had 
made an end of wailing, and the sound went up no 
more, there was a stillness; and suddenly a voice of 
one who cried aloud to him, so that the hair of all 
stood up on their heads for sudden fear, and they 
were afraid. For the god called him with many call- 
ings and manifold: '"Oedipus, Oedipus, why delay we 
to go? Thou tarriesttoo long," 

But when he perceived that he was called of the 
god, he craved that the king Theseus should draw 
near; and when he came near, said: “O my friend, 
give, I pray thee, the solemn pledge of thy right 
hand to my children, and ye, daughters, to him; 
and promise thou never to forsake them of thy free 
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will, but to do ail things for their good, as thy friend- 
ship and the time may prompt.” And he, like a man 
of noble spirit, without making lament, sware to 
keep that promise to his friend. 

But when Theseus had so promised, straightway 
Oedipus felt for his children with blind hands, and 
said: ”0 my children, ye must be nobly brave of 
heart, and depart from this place, nor ask to behold 
unlawful sights, or to hear such speech as may not 
be heard. Nay, go with all haste; only let Theseus 
be present, as is his right, a witness of those things 
which arc to be.” 

So spake he, and we all heard; and with stream- 
ing tears and with lamentation we followed the 
maidens away. But when we had gone apart, after 
no long time wc looked back, and Oedipus we saw 
nowhere any more, but the king alone, holding his 
hand before his face to screen his eyes, as if some 
dread sight had been seen, and such as none might 
endure to behold. And then, after a short space, we 
saw him salute the earth and the home of the gods 
above, both at once, in one prayer. 

But by what doom Oedipus perished, no man can 
tell, save Theseus alone. No fiery thunderbolt of the 
g(xl removed him in that hour, nor any rising of 
storm from the sea; but either a messenger from the 
gods, or the world of the dead, the nether adamant, 
riven for him in love, without pain; for the passing 
of the man was not with lamentation, or in sickness 
and suffering, but, above mortal’s, wonderful. And 
if to any I seem to speak folly, I would not woo their 
belief, who count me foolish. 

Ch, And where are the maidens, and their escort ? 

Afe. Not far hence; for the sounds of mourning 
tell plainly that they approach. 

ANTIGONE and isMENE cntcr. 

An. Woe, woe! Now, indeed, is it for us, unhappy 
sisters, in all fulness to bewail the curse on the blo^ 
that is ours from our sire! For him, while he lived, 
we bore that long pain without pause; and at the 
last a sight and a loss that baffle thought are ours to tell. 

Ch. And how is it with you ? 

An. Wc can but conjecture, friends. 

Ch. He is gone ? 

An. Even as thou mightest wish; yea, surely, when 
death met him not in war, or on the deep, but he 
was snatched to the viewless fields by some swift, 
strange doom. Ah me! and a night as of death hath 
come on the eyes of us twain : for how shall wc find 
our bitter livelihood, roaming to some far land, or 
on the waves of the sea ? 

Is. I know not. Oh that deadly Hades would join 
me in death unto mine aged sire! Woe is me II can- 
not live the life that must be mine. 

Ch. Best of daughters, sisters twain, Heaven’s 
doom must be borne: be no more fired with too 
much grief: ye have so fared that ye should not re- 
pine. 

An. Ah, so care past can seem lost joy! For that 
which was no way sweet had sweetness, while there- 
with I held him in mine embrace. Ah, father, dear 
one, ah thbu who hast put on the darkness of the 
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under-world for ever, not even there shah thou ever 
lack our love— her love and mine. 

Ch. He hath fared — 

An. He hath fared as he would. 

Ch. In what wise ? 

An. On foreign ground, the ground of his choice, 
he hath died ; in the shadow of the grave he hath his 
bed for ever; and he hath left mourning behind him, 
not barren of tears. For with these streaming eyes, 
fiither, I bewail thee; nor know I, ah me, how to 
quell my sorrow for thee, my sorrow that is so great. 
Ah me! *twas thy wish to die in a strange land; but 
now thou hast died without gifts at my hand. 

Is. Woe is me! What new fate, think’st thou, 
awaits thee and me, my sister, thus orphaned of our 
sire? 

Ch. Nay, since he hath found a blessed end, my 
children, cease from this lament; no mortal is hard 
for evil fortune to capture. 

An. Sister, let us hasten back. 

Is. Unto what deed ? 

An. A longing fills my soul. 

Is. Whereof? 

An. To see the dark home — 

Is. Of whom ? 

An. Ah me! of our sire. 

Is. And how can this thing be lawful? Hast thou 
no understanding ? 

An. Why this reproof? 

Is. And knowest thou not this also— 

An. What wouldst thou tell me more? 

Is. That he was perishing without tomb, apart 
from all ? 

An. Lead me thither, and then slay me also. 

Is. Ah me unhappy! Friendless and helpless, where 
am I now to live my hapless life ? 

Ch. My children, fear not. 

An. But whither am I to flee? 

Ch. Already a refuge hath been found— 

An. How meanest thou ? 

Ch. —for your fortunes, that no harm should 
touch them. 

An. I know it well. 

Ch. What, then, is thy thought? 

An. How we arc to go home, I cannot tell. 

Ch. And do not seek to go. 

An. Trouble besets us. 

Ch. And erstwhile bore hardly on you. 

An. Desperate then, and now more cruel than 
despair. 

Ch. Great, verily, is the sea of your troubles. 

An. Alas, alas! O Zeus, whither shall we turn? To 
what last hope doth fate now urge us ? 

Enter theseus, on the spectators' right. 

Th. Weep no more, maidens; for where the kind- 
ness of the Dark Powers is an abiding grace to the 
quick and to the dead, there is no room for mourn- 
ing; divine anger would follow. 

An, Son of Aegeus, we supplicate thee! 

Th. For the obtaining of what desire, my children ? 

An. We fain would look with our own eyes upon 
our father’s tomb. 
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Th. Nay, it is not bwfial. 

An, How sayest thou, king, lord of Athens ? 

Th, My children, he gave me charge that no one 
should draw nigh unto tl^t place, or greet with voice 
the sacred tomb wherein he sleeps. And he said that, 
while I duly kept that word, I should always hold 
the land unharmed. These pledges, therefore, were 
heard from my kps by the god, and by the all'Seeing 
Watcher of oaths, the servant of Zeus. 
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An. Nay, then, if this is pleasing to the dead, with 
this we must content us. But send us to Thebes the 
^cient, if haply we may hinder the bloodshed that 
is threatened to our brothers. 

Th. $0 will I do; and if in aught beside I can profit 
you, and pleasure the dead who hath latdy gone 
from us, I am bound to spare no pains. 

Ch, Come, cease lamentation, lift it up no more; 
for verily these things stand fast. 
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Antigone | . , - - 

ISMENE 

Creon, King of Thebes 
Eurydice, his wife 
Haemon, his son 

Chorus of 1 


TeiresiaS) the blind prophet 
Guard, set to watch the corpse of 
Polyneices 
First Messenger 
Second Messenger, the house 
SEAN Elders 


Before the Royal Palace at Thebes, antigone 
calls ISMENE forth from the palace in order to 
spea\ to her alone. 

Antigone. Ismene, sister, mine own dear sister, 
knowest thou what ill there is, of ail bequeathed by 
Oedipus, that Zeus fulfils not for us twain while we 
live? Nothing painful is there, nothing fraught with 
ruin, no shame, no dishonour, that 1 have not seen 
in thy woes and mine. 

And now what new edict is this of which they tell, 
that our Captain hath just published to all Thebes? 
Knowest thou aught ? Hast thou heard ? Or is it hid- 
den from thee that our friends are threatened with 
the doom of our foes ? 

Ismene. No word of friends, Antigone, gladsome 
or painful, hath come to me, since we two sisters 
were bereft of brothers twain, killed in one day by 
a twofold blow; and since in this last night the Ar> 
give host hath fled, 1 know no more, whether my 
fortune be brighter, or more grievous. 

An. I knew it well, and therefore sought to bring 
thee beyond the gates of the court, that thou might- 
est hear alone. 

Is. What is it? *Tis plam that thou art brooding 
on some dark tidings. 

An. What, hath not Creon destined our brothers, 
the one to honoured burial, the other to unburied 
shame ? Eteocles, they say, with due observance of 
right and custom, he hath laid in the earth, for his 
honour among the dead below. But the hapless corpse 
of Polyneices— as rumour saith, it hath been pub- 
lished to the town that none shall entomb him or 
mourn, but leave unwept, unsepulchred, a welcome 
store for the birds, as they espy him, to feast on at 
wiU. 

Such, *tis said, is the edict that the good Creon 
hath set forth for thee and for me— yes, for me-— 
and is coming hither to proclaim it clearly to those 
who know it not; nor counts the matter light, but, 
whoso disobeys in aught, his doom is death by ston- 
ing before all the folk. Thou knowest it now; and 
thou wilt soon show whether thou art nobly bred, 
or the base daughter of a noble line. 

, Is. Poor sister-'-^and if things stand thus, what 
could I help todoor undo? 


An. Consider if thou wilt share the toil and the 
deed. 

Is. In what venture? What can be thy meaning? 

An. Wilt thou aid this hand to lift the dead ? 

Is. Thou wouldst bury him— when *tis forbidden 
to'rhebcs? 

An. I will do my part— and thine, if thou wilt not 
—to a brother. False to him will I never be found. 

Is. Ah, over-bold! when Creon hath forbidden? 

An, Nay, he hath no right to keep me from mine 
own. 

Is. Ah me! think, sister, how ourlEather perished, 
amid hate and scorn, when sins bared by his own 
search had moved him to strike both eyes with self- 
blinding hand; then the mother wife, two names in 
one, with twisted noose did despite unto her life; 
and last, our two brothers in one day— each shed- 
ding, hapless one, a kinsman’s blood— wrought out 
with mutual hands their common doom. And now 
we in turn— we two left all alone- think how wc 
shall perish, more miserably than all the rest, if, in 
defiance of the law, we brave a king’s decree or his 
powers. Nay, we must remember, first, that we were 
born women, as who should not strive with men; 
next, that we are ruled of the stronger, so that we 
must obey in these things, and in things yet sorer. 
1, therefore, asking the Spirits Infernal to pardon, 
seeing that force is put on me herein, will hearken 
to our rulers; for ’tis witless to be over busy. 

An. I will not urge thee- no, nor, if thou yet 
shouldst have the mind, wouldst thou be welcome 
as a worker with me. Nay, be what thou wilt; but I 
will bury him: well for me to die in doing that. I 
shall rest, a loved one with him whom 1 have loved, 
sinless in my crime; for 1 owe a longer allegiance to 
the dead than to the living: in that world I shall 
abide for ever. But if ^ou wilt, be guilty of dishon- 
ouring laws which the gods have sta1:mshed in honour. 

Is. I do them no di^onour; but to defy the State 
—I have no strength for that. 

An. Such be thy plea: I, then, will go to heap the 
earth above the brother whom I love. 

Is. Alas, unhappy one! How 1 fear far thee! 

An. Fear not for me: guide thine own &tearight« 

Is. At least, then, disclose this phm to none, but 
hide it closely— and so, too, wiU L 
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An. Oh, denounce it! Thou wilt be far more hate- 
ful for thy silence, if thou proclaim not these things 
to all. 

Is. Thou hast a hot heart for chilling deeds. 

An. I know that 1 please where I am most bound 
to please. 

is. Aye, if thou canst; but thou wouldst what 
thou canst not. 

An. Why, then, when my strength fails, I shall 
have done. 

Is. A hopeless quest should not be made at all. 

An, If thus thou speakest, thou wilt have hatred 
from me, and will justly be subject to the lasting 
hatred of the dead. But leave me, and the folly that 
is mine alone, to suffer this dread thing; for I shall 
not suffer aught so dreadful as an ignoble death. 

Is. Go, then, if thou must; and of this be sure — 
that, though thine errand is foolish, to thy dear ones 
thou art truly dear. 

Exit ANTIGONE on the spectators* lefi. ismene re- 
tires into the palace by one of the two side doors. 
When they have departed, the chorus of the- 
BAN ELDERS enters. 

Chorus 

Beam of the sun, fairest light that ever dawned 
on Theb^ of the seven gates, thou hast shone forth 
at last, eye of golden day, arisen above Dirc^’s 
streams! The warrior of the white shield, who came 
from Argos in his panoply, hath been stirred by thee 
to headlong flight, in swifter career; 

who set forth against our land by reason of the 
vtxcd claims of Polyncices; and, like shrill-scream- 
ing eagle, he flew over into our land, in snow-white 
pinion sheathed, with an armed throng, and with 
plumage of helms. 

He paused above our dwellings; he ravened around 
our sevenfold portals with spears athirst for blood; 
but he went hence, or ever his jaws were glutted 
with our gore, or the Fire-god’s pine-fed flame had 
seized our crown of towers. So fierce was the noise of 
battle raised behind him, a thing too hard for him to 
conquer, as he wrestled w-ith his dragon foe. 

For Zeus utterly abhors the boasts of a proud 
tongue; and when he beheld them coming on in a 
great stream, in the haughty pride of clanging gold, 
he smote with brandished fire one who was now hast- 
ing to shout victory at his goal upon our ramparts. 

Swung down, he fell on the earth with a crash, 
torch in hand, he who so lately, in the frenzy of the 
mad onset, was raging against us with the blasts of 
his tempestuous hate. But those threats fared not as 
he hoped; and to other foes the mighty War-god 
dispensed their several dooms, dealing havoc around, 
a mighty helper at our need . 

For seven captains at seven gates matched against 
seven, left the tribute of their panoplies to Zeus 
who turns the battle; save those two of cruel fate, 
who* born of one sire and one mother, set against 
each other their twain conquering spears, and are 
slwrers in a common death. 

But stnee Victory of glorious name hath come to 
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US, with joy responsive to the joy of Theb^ whose 
chariots arc many, let us enjoy forgetfulness after 
the late wars, and visit all the temples of the gods 
with night-long dance and song; and may Bacchus 
be our leader, whose dancing shakes the land of 

Theb^. 

But lo, the king of the land comes yonder, Creon, 
son of Mcnocceus, our new ruler by the new for- 
tunes that the gods have given; what counsel is he 
pondering, that he hath proposed this special con- 
ference of elders, summoned by his general man- 
date? 

Enter creon, the central doors of the palace, 
in the garb of king; with two attendants. 

Creon. Sirs, the vessel of our State, after being 
tossed on wild waves, hath once more been safely 
steadied by the gods: and ye, out of all the folk, 
have been called apart by my summons, because I 
knew, first of all, how true and constant was your 
revcrance for the royal power of Laius; how, ajgain, 
when Oedipus was ruler of our land, and when he 
had perished, your steadfast loyalty still upheld 
their children. Since, then, his sons have fallen in 
one day by a twofold doom — each smitten by the 
other, each stained with a brother’s blood— I now 
possess the throne and all its powers, by nearness of 
kinship to the dead. 

No man can be fully known, in soul and spirit and 
mind, until he hath been seen versed in rule and 
lawgiving. For if any, being supreme guide of the 
State, cleaves not to the best counsels, but, through 
some fear, keeps his lips locked, I hold, and have 
ever held, him most base; and if any makes a friend 
of more account than his fatherland, that man hath 
no place in my regard. For I— -be Zeus my witness, 
who sees all things always — w'ould not be silent if I 
saw ruin, instead of safety, coming to the citizens; 
nor would I ever deem the country’s foes a friend to 
myself; remembering this, that our country is the 
ship that bears us safe, and that only while she pros- 
pers in our voyage can we make true friends. 

Such are the rules by which I guard this city’s 
greatness. And in accord with them is the edict 
which I have now' published to the folk touching 
the sons of Oedipus; that Eteocles, who hath fiillen 
fighting for our city, in all renown of arms, shall be 
entombed, and crowned with every rite that fol- 
lows the noblest dead to their rest. But for his 
brother, Polyncices— who came back from exile, 
and sought to consume utterly with fire the city of 
his fathers and the shrines of his fathers* gods — 
sought to taste of kindred blood, and to lead the 
remnant into slavery; touching this man, it hath 
been proclaimed to our people that none shall grace 
him with sepulture or lament, but leave him un- 
buried, a corpse for birds and dogs to eat, a ghastly 
sight of shame. 

Such the spirit of my dealing; and never, by deed 
of mine, shall the wicked stand in honour before the 
just; but whoso hath good will to Thebes, he shall 
be honoured of me, in his life and in his death. 
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Ch» Such is thy pleasure, Creon, son of Menoe- ready to take red>hot iron in our hands — to walk 
ceus, touching this city’s foe, and its friend; and through fire; to make oath by the gods that we had 
thou hast power, I ween, to take what order thou not done the deed— that we were not privy to the 
wilt, both for the dead, and for all us who live. planning or the doing. 

0 *. See, then, that ye be guardians of the man- At last, when all our searching was fruitless, one 
date. spake, who made us all bend our faces on the earth 

Ch, Lay the burden of this task on some younger in fear; for we saw not how we could gainsay him, or 
man. escape mischance if we obeyed. His counsel was that 

Cr. Nay, watchers of the corpse have been found, this deed must be reported to thee, and not hidden. 

Ch, What, then, is this furtW charge that thou And this seemed best; and the lot doomed my hap- 

wouldst give?,^ less self to win this prize. So here I stand, as unwel- 

Cr. That ye side not with the breakers of these come as unwilling, well I wot; for no man delights in 
commands. the bearer of bad news. 

Ch, No man is so foolish that he is enamoured of Ch, O king, my thoughts have long been whisper- 
death. ing, can this deed, perchance, be e’en the work of 

Cr. In sooth, that is the meed; yet lucre hath oft gods? 
ruined men through their hopes. Cr. Cease, ere thy words fill me utterly with wrath, 

Enter guard, lest thou be found at once an old man and foolish. 

Guard. My liege, I will not say that I come breath- For thou sayest what is not to be borne, in saying 

less from speed, or that I have plied a nimble foot; that the gods have care for this corpse. Was it for 

for often did my thoughts make me pause, and wheel high reward of trusty service that they sought to 

round in my path, to return. My mind was holding hide his nakedness, who came to burn their pillared 

large discourse with me; “Fool, why goest thou to shrines and sacred treasures, to burn their land, and 

thy certain doom?” “Wretch, tarrying again? And scatter its laws to the winds? Or dost thou behold 

if Creon hears this from another, must not thou the gods honouring the wicked? It cannot be. No! 

smart for it?” So debating, I went on my way with From the first there were certain in the town that 

lagging steps, and thus a short road was made long, muttered against me, chafing at this edict, wagging 

At last, however, it carried the day that I should their heads in secret; and kept not their necks duly 

come hither— to thee; and, though my talc be under the yoke, like men contented with my sway, 

nought, yet will I tell it; for I come with a good grip *Tis by them, well I know, that these have been 

on one hope— that I can suffer nothing but what is beguiled and bribed to do this deed. Nothing so evil 

my fate. as money ever grew to be current among men. This 

Cr. And what is it that disquiets thee thus? lays cities low, this drives men from their homes, 

Gu. I wish to tell thee first about myself— 1 did this trains and warps honest souls till they set them- 

not do the deed— I did not sec the doer— it were selves to works of shame; this still teaches folk to 

not right that I should come to any harm. practice villanics, and to know every godless deed. 

Cr. Thou hast a shrewd eye for thy mark; well But all the men who wrought this thing for hire 

dost thou fence thyself round against the blame: have made it sure that, soon or late, they shall pay 
clearly thou hast some strange thing to tell. the price. Now, as Zeus still hath my reverence, 

Gu. Aye, truly; dread news makes one pause long, know this— I tell it thee on my oath: If ye find not 

Cr, Then tell it, wilt thou, and so get thee gone? the very author of this burial, and produce him bc- 

Gu. Well, this is it. The corpse— some one hath fore mine eyes, death alone shall not be enough for 

just given it burial, and gone away, after sprinkling you, till first, hung up alive, ye have revealed this 

thirsty dust on the flesh, with such other rites as outrage— that henceforth ye may thieve with bet- 

piety enjoins. ter knowledge whence lucre should be won, and 

Cr. What sayest thou ? What living man hath learn that it is not well to love gain from every 

dared this deed ? source. For thou wilt find that ill-gotten pelf brings 

Gu. I know not; no stroke of pickaxe was seen more men to ruin than to weal, 
there, no earth thrown up by mattock; the ground Gu. May I speak ? Or shall I just turn and go? 

was hard and dry, unbroken, without track of wheels; Cr, Knowest thou not that even now thy voice 

the doer was one who had left no trace. And when offends? 

^he first day-watchman showed it to us, sore wonder Gu. Is thy smart in the ears, or in the soul? 

Itcll on all. The dead man was veiled from us; not Cr. And why wouldst thou define the seat of my 

shut within a tomb, but lightly strewn with dust, pain ? 

as by the hand of one who shunned a curse. And no Gu. The doer vexes thy mind, but I, thine ears, 

sign met the eye as though any beast of prey or any Cr. Ah, thou art a born babbler, *tis well seen, 

dog had come nigh to him, or torn him. Gu. May be, but never the doer of this deed. 

Then evil words flew fast and loud among us, Cr. Yea, and more— the seller of thy life for silver, 

guard accusing guard; and it would e’en have come Gu. Alas! ’Tissad, truly, thathe who judges should 

to blows at last, nor was there any to hinder. Every misjudge. 

man was the culprit, and no one was convicted, but Cr. Let thy fancy play with “judgment” as it 
all, disclaimed knowledge of the deed. And we were will; but, if ye show me not the doers of these 
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things, ye shall avow that dastardly gains work sor- 
rows. Exit, 

Gu, Well, mav he be found! so 'twere best. But, 
be he caught or be he not— fortune must settle that 
—truly thou wilt not sec me here again. Saved, 
even now, beyond hope and thought, I owe the gods 
great thanks. Exit. 

Chorus 

Wonders are many, and none is more wonderful 
than man;lthe power that crosses the white sea, 
driven by the stormy south-wind, making a path 
under surges that threaten to engulf him; and Earth, 
the eldest of the gods, the immortal, the unwearied, 
doth he wear, turning the soil with the offspring of 
horses, as the ploughs go to and fro from year to 
year. 

And the light-hearted race of birds, and the tribes 
of savage beasts, and the sea-brood of the deep, he 
snares in the meshes of his woven toils, he leads cap- 
tive, man excellent in wit. And he masters by his 
arts the beast whose lair is in the wilds, who roams 
the hills; he tames the horse of shaggy mane, he puts 
the yoke upon its neck, he tames the tireless moun- 
tain bull. 

And speech, and wind -swift thought, and all the 
moods that mould a state, hath he taught himself; 
and how to flee the arrows of the frost, when ’tis 
hard lodging under the clear sky, and the arrows of 
the rushing rain; yea, he hath resource for all; with- 
out resource he meets nothing that must come: only 
against Death shall he call for aid m vain; but from 
baffling maladies he hath devised escapes. 

Cunning beyond fancy’s dream is the fertile skill 
which brings him, now to evil, now to good. When 
he honours the laws of the land, and that justice 
which he hath sworn by the gods to uphold, proud- 
ly stands his city: no city hath he who, for his rash- 
ness, dwells with sin. Never may he share my hearth, 
never think my thoughts, who doth these things! 

Enter the guard on the spectators' leading in 

ANTIGONE. 

What portent from the gods is this?— my soul b 
amazed. I know her— how can I deny that yon 
maiden is Antigone ? 

O hapless, and child of hapless sire— of Oedipus! 
What means this? Thou brought a prisoner?— thou, 
dtsloyal to the king’s laws; and taken in folly ? 

Gu. Here she is, the doer of the deed- we caught 
this girl burying him— but where is Creon ? 

Ch. Lo, he comes forth again from the house, at 
our need. 

Enter creon. 

What is it? What hath chanced, that makes 
my coming timely? ; 

Gu. O &ng, against nothii^ should men pledge 
, fbcir word; for the after-thxm^ belies the mst in- 
tbcrL I could have vowed that I should not soon be 


here again, scared by thy threats, with which 1 had 
just been lashed: but— since the joy that surprises 
and transcends our hopes is like in fulness to no oth- 
er pleasure— I have come, though ’tis in breach of 
my sworn oath, bringing this maid; who was taken 
showing grace to the dead. This time there was no 
casting of lots; no, this luck hath fallen to me, and 
to none else. And now, sire, take her thyself, ques- 
tion her, examine her, as thou wilt; but I have a 
right to free and final quittance of this trouble. 

Cr. And thy prisoner here— how and whence hast 
thou taken her ? 

Gu. She was burying the man; thou knowest all. 

Cr. Dost thou mean what thou sayest? Dost thou 
speak aright ? 

Gu. I saw her burying the corpse that thou hadst 
forbidden to bury. Is that plain and clear ? .,t 

Cr. And how was she seen ? how taken in me act ? 

Gu. It befell on this wise. When we had <^me to 
the place— with those dread menaces of thinb upon 
us— we swept away all the dust that covered the 
corpse, and bared the dank body well; and tUen sat 
us down on the brow of the hill, to windward, heed- 
ful that the smell from him should not strike us; 
every man was wide awake, and kept his neighbour 
alert with torrents of threats, if any one should be 
careless of this task. 

So went it, until the sun’s bright orb stood in mid- 
heaven, and the heat began to burn; and then sud- 
denly a whirlwind lifted from the earth a storm of 
dust, a trouble in the sky, and filled the plain, mar- 
ring all the leafage of its woods; and the wide air 
was choked therewith: we closed our eyes, and bore 
the plague from the gods. 

And when, after a long while, this storm had passed, 
the maid was seen; and she cried aloud with the 
sharp cry of a bird in its bitterness— even as when, 
within the empty nest, it sees the bed stripped of its 
nestlings. So she also, when she saw the corpse bare, 
lifted up a voice of wailing, and called down curses 
on the doers of that deed. And straightway she 
brought thirsty dust in her hands; and from a shape- 
ly ewer of bronze, held high, with thrice-poured 
drink-offering she crowned me dead. 

We rushed forward when we saw it, and at once 
closed upon our quarry, who was in no wise dis- 
mayed. Then we taxed her with her past and present 
doings; and she stood not on denial of aught— at 
once to my joy and to my pain. To have escaped 
from ills one’s self is a great joy; but ’tis painful to 
bring friends to ill. Howbeit, all such things are of 
less account to me than mine own safety. 

Cr. Thou— thou whose fiice is bent toearth’^dost 
thou avow, or disavow, this deed ? 

An. I avow it; 1 make no denial 

Cr. {To GUARD.) Thou canst betake thee whithez 
thou wilt, free and clear of a grave charge, 

Exk GUARD. 

(To ANTIGONE.) Now, tell mc thou — not in many 
words, but briefly— knewest thou that an edict had 
forbidden this? 

An. I knew it: could I help it ? It was public. 
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Cr, And thou didst indeed dare to transgress that 
law? 

An. Yes; for it was not Zeus that had published 
me that edict; not such are the laws set among men 
by the Justice who dwells with the gods below; nor 
deemed 1 that thy decrees were of such force, that 
a mortal could override the unwritten and untiling 
statutes of heaven. For their life is not of to-day or 
yesterday, but from all time, and no man knows 
when they were first put forth. 

Not through dread of any human pride could 1 
answer to the gods for breaking these. Die I must— 

I knew that well (how should I not?)— even with- 
out thy edicts. But if I am to die before my time, I 
count that a gain: for when any one lives, as I do, 
compassed about with evils, can such an one find 
aught but gain in death ? 

So for me to meet this doom is trifling grief; but 
if I had suffered my mother’s son to lie in death an 
unburied corpse, that would have grieved me; for 
this, I am not grieved. And if my present deeds are 
foolish in thy sight, it may be that a foolish judge 
arraigns my folly. 

Ch. The maid shows herself passionate child of 
passionate sire, and knows not how to bend before 
troubles. 

Cr. Yet I would have thee know that o’er-stub- 
born spirits are most often humbled; ’tis the stiflest 
iron, baked to hardness in the fire, that thou shalt 
oftenest see snapped and shivered ; and I have known 
horses that show temper brought to order by a little 
curb; there is no room for pride, when thou art thy 
neighbour’s slave. This girl was already versed in in- 
solence when she transgressed the laws that had 
been set forth; and, that done, lo, a second insult— 
to vaunt of this, and exult in her deed. 

Now verily I am no man, she is the man, if this 
victory shall rest with her, and bring no penalty. 
Nol be she sister’s child, or nearer to me in blo^ 
than any that worships Zeus at the altar of our house 
—she and her kinsfolk shall not avoid a doom most 
dire; for indeed I charge that other with a like share 
in the plotting of this burial. 

And summon her— for I saw her e’en now within, 
raving, and not mistress of her wits. So oft, before 
the deed, the mind stands self-convicted in its trea- 
son, when folks are plotting mischief in the dark. 
But verily this, too, is hateful— when one who hath 
'' been caught in wickedness then seeks to make the 
^ crime a glory. 

An. Wouldst thou do more than take and slay 
me? 

Or. No more, indeed; having that, I have all. 

An. Why then dost thou delay? In thy discourse 
there is nought that pleases me— never may there 
be— and so my words must needs be unpleasing to 
thee. And yet, for glory— whence could I have won 
a nobler, tran by giving burial to mine own brother ? 
All here would own tlut they thought it well, were 
not thdr Ups sealed by fear. But royalty, blest in so 
much beskles, hath the power to do and say what it 
will. 
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Cr. Thou dlfferest from all these Thebans in that 
view. 

An. These also share it ; but they curb their tongues 
for thee. 

Cr. And art thou not ashamed to act apart from 
them? 

An. No; there is nothing shameful in piety to a 
brother. 

Cr. Was it not a brother, too, that died in the op- 
posite cause ? 

An. Brother by the same mother and the same sire. 

Cr. Why, then, dost thou render a grace t^t is 
impious in his sight ? 

An. The dead man will not say that he so deems 
it. 

Cr. Yea, if thou makest him but equal in honour 
with the wicked. 

An. It was his brother, not his slave, that perished. 

Cr. Wasting this land ; while he fell as its champion. 

An. Nevertheless, Hades desires these rites. 

Cr. But the good desires not a like portion with 
the evil. 

An. Who knows but this seems blameless in the 
world below? 

J Cr. A foe is never a friend— not even in death, j 

An. ’Tis not my nature to join in hating, but in 
loving. 

Cr. Pass, then, to the world of the dead, and, if 
thou must needs love, love them. While I live, no 
woman shall rule me. 

Enter ismene from the houses led in by two at* 
tendants. 

Ch. Lo, yonder Ismene comes forth, shedding such 
tears as fond sisters weep; a cloud upon her brow 
casts its shadow over her darkly-flushing face, and 
breaks in rain on her fair cheek. 

Cr. And thou, who, lurking like a viper in my 
house, wast secretly draining my life-bloc^, while 1 
knew not that 1 was nurturing two pests, to rise 
against my throne— come, tell me now, wilt thou 
abo confess thy part in this burial, or wilt thou for- 
swear all knowledge of it ? 

Is. I have done the deed— if she allows my claim 
—and share the burden of the charge. 

An. Nay, justice will not suffer thee to do that: 
thou didst not consent to the deed, nor did 1 give 
thee part in it. 

Is. But, now that ills beset thee, I am not adtamed 
to sail the sea of trouble at thy side. 

An, Whose was the deed. Hades and the dead are 
witnesses: a friend in words is not the friend that 1 
love. 

Is. Nay, sister, reject me not, but let me die with 
thee, and duly honour the dead. 

An. Share not thou my death, nor claim deeds to 
which thou hast not put thy lumd: my death will 
suffice. 

Is. And what life is dear to me, bereft of thee ? 

An. Ask Creon; all thy care is for him. 

Is. Why vex me thus, when it avails thee nought? 

An. Indeed, if 1 mock, ’tis with pain that 1 mock 
thee. 
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Is. Tell me— how can I serve thee, even now? 

An. Save thyself: I grudge not thy escape. 

Is, Ah, woe is me! And shall I have no share in thy 
fate? 

An. Thy choice was to live; mine, to die. 

Is. At least thy choice was not made without my 
protest. 

An. One world approved thy wisdom; another, 
mine. 

Is. Howbeit, the offence is the same for both of 
us. 

An. Be of good cheer; thou livest; but my life 
hath long been given to death, that so I might serve 
the dead. 

Cr. Lo, one of these maidens hath newly shown 
herself foolish, as the other hath been since her life 
began. 

Is. Yea, O king, such reason as nature may have 
given abides not with the unfortunate, but goes 
astray. 

Cr. Thine did, when thou chosest vile deeds with 
the vile. 

Is. What life could I endure, without her presence? 

Cr. Nay, speak not of her “presence”; she lives no 
more. 

Is. But wilt thou slay the betrothed of thine own 
son? 

Cr. Nay, there are other fields for him to plough. 

Is. But there can never be such love as bound him 
to her. 

Cr, I like not an evil wife for my son. 

An. Haemon, beloved! How thy father wrongs 
thee! 

Cr. Enough, enough of thee and of thy marriage! 

Ch. Wilt thou indeed rob thy son of this maiden ? 

/ Cr. *Tis Death that shall stay these bridals for me. 
Ck. *Tis determined, it seems, that she shall die. 
•Cr. Determined, yes, for thee and for me. (To the 
two attendants.) No more delay —servants, take them 
within! Henceforth they must be women, and not 
range at large; for verily even the bold seek to fly, 
when they see Death now closing on their life. 

Exeunt attendants, guarding antigone and is- 
MENE. CREON remains. . 

Chorus 

Blest are they whose days have not tasted of evil. 
For when a house hath once been shaken from heaven, 
there the curse fails nevermore, passing from life to 
life of the race; even as, when the surge is driven 
over the darkness of the deep by the fierce breath of 
Thracian sea-winds, it rolls up the black sand from 
the depths, and there is a sullen roar from wind- vexed 
headlands that front the blows of the storm. 

I sec that from olden time the sorrows in tlic house 
of tlie Labdacidae are heaped upon the sorrows of 
the dead; and generation is not freed by generation, 
but some god strikes them down, and the race hath 
no deliverance. 

For now that hope of which the light had been 
spread above the last root of the house of Oedipus— 
that hope, in turn, is brought low— by the blood- 
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stained dust due to the gods infernal, and by folly in 
speech, and frenzy at the heart. 

Thy power, O Zeus, what human trespass can 
limit? That power which neither Sleep, the all- 
ensnaring, nor the untiring months of the gods can 
master; but thou, a ruler to whom time brings not 
old age, dwellest in the dazzling splendour of Olym- 
pus. 

And through the future, near and far, as through 
the past, shall this law hold good: Nothing that is 
vast enters into the life of mortals without a curse. 

For that hope whose wanderings are so wide is to 
many men a comfort, but to many a false lure of 
giddy desires; and the disappointment comes on one 
who knoweth nought till he burn his foot against 
the hoi fire. 

For with. wisdom hath some one given forth the 
fiimous saying, that evil seems good, soon or late, to 
him whose mind the god draws to mischief; and but 
for the briefest space doth he fare free of woc^ 

But lo, Haemon, the last of thy sons; cojfncs he 
grieving for the doom, of his promised bride, Anti- 
gone, and bitter for the baffled hope of his marriage ? 

Enter haemon. 

Cr. We shall know soon, better than seers could 
tell us. My son, hearing the fixed doom of thy be- 
trothed, art thou come in rage against thy father ? 
Or have I thy good will, act how I may ? 

Haemon. Father, I am thine; and thou, in thy 
wisdom, tracest for me rules which I shall follow. 
No marriage shall be deemed by me a greater gain 
than thy good guidance. 

Cr. Yea, this, my son, should be thy heart’s fixed 
law— in all things to obey thy father’s will. ’Tis for 
this that men pray to see dutiful children grow up 
around them in their homes— that such may requite 
their father’s foe with evil, and honour, as their father 
doth, his friend. But he who begets unprofitable 
children— what shall we say that he hath sown, but 
troubles for himself, and much triumph for his foes? 
Then do not thou, my son, at pleasure’s beck, de- 
throne thy reason for a woman’s sake; knowing that 
this is a joy that soon grows cold in clasping arms— 
an evil woman to share thy bed and thy home. For 
what wound could strike deeper than a false friend ? 
Nay, with loathing, and as if she were thine enemy, 
let this girl go to find a husband in the house of 
Hades. For since I have taken her, alone of all the 
city, in open disobedience, I will not make myself a 
liar to my people— I will slay her. 

So let her appeal as she will to the majesty of kin- 
dred blood. If I am to nurture mine own kindred in 
naughtiness, needs must 1 bear with it in aliens. He 
who does his duty in his own household will be found 
righteous in the State also. But if any one trans- 
gresses, and does violence to the laws, or thinks to 
dictate to his rulers, such an one can win no praise 
from me. No, whomsoever the city may appoint, 
that man must be obeyed, in little things and great, 
in just things and unjust; and I should mel sure that 
one who thus obeys would be a good ruler no less 
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than a good subject, and in the storm of spears 
would stand his ground where he was set, loyal and 
dauntless at his comrade’s side. 

But disobedience is the worst of evils. I'his it is 
that ruins cities; this makes homes desolate; by this, 
the ranks of allies are broken into headlong rout; 
but, of the lives whose course is fair, the greater part 
owes safety to obedience. Therefore we must sup- 
port the cause of order, and in no wise suffer a wom- 
an to worst us. Better to fall from power, if we 
must, by a man’s hand ; then we should not be called 
weaker than a woman. 

Ch. To us, unless our years have stolen our wit, 
thou seemest to say wisely what thou sayest. 

Hae. Father, the gods implant reason in men, the 
highest of all things that we call our own. Not mine 
the skill— far from me be the quest!— to say where- 
in thou speakest not aright; and yet another man, 
too, might have some useful thought. At least, it is 
my natural office to watch, on thy behalf, all that 
men say, or do, or find to blame. For the dread of 
thy frown forbids the citizen to speak such words as 
would offend thine ear; but I can hear these mur- 
murs in the dark, these moanings of the city for this 
maiden; “no woman,’’ they say, “ever merited her 
doom less— none ever, was to die so shamefully for 
deeds so glorious as hers; who, when her own brother 
had fallen in bloody strife, would not leave him un- 
buried, to be devoured by carrion dogs, or by any 
bird : deserves not she the meed of golden honour ?” 

Such is the darkling rumour that spreads in secret. 
For me, my father, no treasure is so precious as thy 
welfare. What, indeed, is a nobler ornament for 
children than a prospering sire’s fair fame, or for 
sire than son’s? Wear not, then, one mood only in 
thyself; think not that thy word, and thine alone, 
must be right. For if any man thinks that he alone 
is wise — that in speech, or in mind, he hath no peer 
—such a soul, when laid open, is ever found empty. 

No, though a man be wise, ’tis no shame for him 
to learn many things, and to bend in season. Secst 
thou, beside the wintry torrent’s course, how the 
trees that yield to it save every twig, while the stiff- 
necked perish root and branch? And even thus he 
who keeps the sheet of his sail taut, and never slack- 
ens it, upsets his boat, and finishes his voyage with 
keel uppermost. 

Nay, forego thy wrath; permit thyself to change. 
For if I, a younger man, may offer my thought, it 
were far best, I ween, that men should be all-wise by 
nature; but, otherwise— and oft the scale inclines 
not so— * tis good also to learn from those who speak 
aright. 

Ch, Sire, ’tis meet that thou shouldest profit by 
his words, if he speaks aught in season, and thou, 
Haemon, by thy father’s; for on both parts there 
hath been wise speech. 

Cr. Men of my age— are wc indeed to be schooled, 
then, by men olhis? 

Hac, In nothing that is not right; but if I am 
young, thou shouldest look to my merits, not to my 
years. 
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Cr, Is it a merit to honour the unruly ? 

Hae, I could wish no one to show respect for evil- 
doers. 

Cr, Then is not she tainted with that malady ? 

Hae. Our Theban folk, w’ith one voice, denies it. 
Cr. Shall Thebes prescribe to me how I must rule ? 
Hae. See, there thou hast spoken like a youth in- 
deed. 

Cr. Am I to rule this land by other judgment than 
mine own ? 

Hae. That is no city, which belongs to one man. 
Cr. Is not the city held to be the ruler’s? 

Hae. Thou wouldst make a good monarch of a 
desert. 

Cr. This boy, it seems, is the woman’s champion. 
Hae. If thou art a woman; indeed, my care is for 
thee. 

Cr. Shameless, at open feud with thy father! 

Hae. Nay, I see thee offending against justice. 

Cr. Do I offend, when I respect mine own pre- 
rogatives? 

Hae. Thou dost not respect them, when thou 
tramplest on the gods* honours. 

Cr. O dastard nature, yielding place to woman! 
Hae. Thou wilt never find me yield to baseness. 
Cr. All thy words, at least, plead for that girl. 

Hae. And for thee, and for me, and for the gods 
below. 

Cr. Thou canst never marry her, on this side the 
grave. 

Hae. Then she must die, and in death destroy 
another. 

Cr. How! doth thy boldness run to open threats? 
Hae. What threat is it, to combat vain resolves? 
Cr. Thou shall rue thy witless teaching of wisdom. 
Hae. Wert thou not my father, I would have called 
thee unwise. 

Cr. Thou woman’s slave, use not wheedling speech 
with me. 

Hae. Thou wouldest speak, and then hear no reply ? 
Cr. Sayest thou so ? Now, by the heaven above us 
—be sure of it— thou shall smart for taunting me in 
this opprobrious strain. Bring forth that hated thing, 
that she may die forthwith in his presence— before his 
eyes— at her bridegroom’s side! 

Hae. No, not at my side— never think it— shall 
she perish; nor shall thou ever set eyes more upon my 
face:— rave, then, with such friends as can endure 
thee. Exit haemon. 

Ch. The man is gone, O king, in angry haste; a 
youthful mind, when stung, is fierce. 

Cr. Let him do, or dream, more than man— good 
speed to him! But he shall not save these two girls 
from their doom. 

\ Ch. Dost thou indeed purpose to slay both ? 

Cr. Not her whose hands are pure: thou sayest 
well. 

Ch. And by what doom mean’st thou to slay the 
other? 

Cr. I will take her where the path is loneliest, and 
hide her, living, in a rocky vault, with so much food 
set forth as piety prescribes, that the city may avoid 
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a public stain. And there, praying to Hade^ the 
only god whom she worships, percMnce she will ob> 
tain release from death; or else will learn, at last, 
though late, that it is lost labour to revere the dead. 

Exit CREON. 

Chorus 

(Love, unconquered in the fight. Love, who makest 
havoc of wealth, who keepest thy vigil on the soft 
cheek of a maiden; thou roamest over the sea, and 
among the homes of dwellers in the wilds; no im- 
mortal can escape thee, nor any among men whose 
life is for a day; and he to whom thou hast come is 
mad. I 

The just themselves have their minds warped by 
thee to wrong, for their ruin: *tis thou that hast 
stirred up this present strife of kinsmen; victorious 
is the love-kindling light from the eyes of the fair 
bride; it is a power enthroned in sway beside the 
eternal laws; for there the goddess Aphrodite is work- 
ingxher unconquerable will. 

ANTIGONE is led out of the palace by two g/creon’s 
attendants who are about to conduct her to her 
doom. 

But now I also am carried beyond the bounds of 
loyalty, and can no more keep back the streaming 
tears, when I see Antigone thus passing to the bridal 
chamber where aU are laid to rest. 

An, See me, citizens of my fatherland, setting forth 
on my last way, looking my last on the sunlight that 
is for me no more; no. Hades who gives sleep to all 
leads me living to Acheron’s shore; who have had no 
portion in the chant that brings the bride, nor hath 
any song been mine for the crowning of bridals; 
whom the lord of the Dark Lake shall wed. 

I Ch, Glorious, therefore, and with praise, thou de- 
partest to that deep place of the dead: wasting sick- 
ness hath not smitten thee; thou hast not found the 
wages of the sword; no, mistress of thine own fate, 
and still alive, thou shalt pass to Hades, as no other 
of mortal kind hath passed. 

An, I have heard in other days how dread a doom 
befell our Phrygian guest, the daughter of Tantalus, 
on the Sipylian heights; how, like clinging ivy, the 
growth of stone suMued her; and the rains fail not, 
as men tell, from her wasting form, nor fails the 
1 snow, while beneath her weeping lids the tears be- 
dew W bosom; and most like to hers is the fate that 
brings me to my rest. 

dk Yet she was a goddess, thou knowest, and 
born of gods; we are mortals, and of mortal race. 
But *tis great renown for a woman who hath perished 
:that she should have shared the doom of the god- 
in her life, and afterward in death. 

Aft* Ah, I am mocked I In the name of our fathers’ 
Ifqds, can ye not wait till I am gone— must ye taunt 
me to my face, O my city, and ye, her wealthy 
flD&s? Ah, fount of Dirch, and thou holy ground of 
Tfaeb^ whose chariots are many; ye, at least, will 
bmr me witness, in what sort, unwept of friends, 


and by what laws 1 pass to the rock-closed prison of 
my strange tomb, ah me unhappyl who have no 
home on the earth or in the shades, no home with 
the living or with the dead. 

Ch, Thou hast rushed forward to the utmost verjge 
of daring; and against that throne where Justice sits 
on high thou hast hillen, my daughter, with a griev- 
ous fall. But in this ordeal thou art paying, haply, 
for thy father’s sin. 

An, Thou hast touched on my bitterest thought, 
awaking the ever-new lament for my sire and for all 
the doom given to us, the famed house of Labdacus. 
Alas for the horrors of the mother’s bed! alas for the 
wretched mother’s slumber at the side of her own 
son— and my sirel From what manner of parents did 
I take my miserable being! And to them 1 go thus, 
accursed, unwed, to share their home. Ams, my 
brother, ill-starred in thy marriage, in thy death 
thou hast undone my life! \ 

Ch, Reverent action claims a certain praise for 
reverence; but an offence against power candot be 
brooked by him who hath power in his keeping. 
Thy self-willed temper hath wrought thy ruin. 

An, Unwept, unfriended, without marriage-sbng, 
I am led forth in my sorrow on this journey that can 
be delayed no more. No longer, hapless one, may I 
behold yon day-star’s sacred eye; but for my fate no 
tear is shed, no friend makes moan. 

CREON enters from the palace, 
Cr, Know ye not that songs and wailings before 
death would never cease, if it profited to utter them ? 
Away with her— away! And when ye have enclosed 
her, according to my word, in her vaulted grave, 
leave her alone, forlorn— whether she wishes to die, 
or to live a buried life in such a home. Our hands are 
clean as touching this maiden. But this is certain— 
she shall be deprived of her sojourn in the light. 

An, Tomb, bridal-chamber, eternal prison in the 
caverned rock, whither 1 go to find mine own, those 
many who have perished, and whom Persephone 
hath received among the dead ! Last of all shall I pass 
thither, and far most miserably of all, before the 
term of my life is spent. But I cherish good hope 
that my coming will be welcome to my mther, and 
pleasant to thee, my mother, and welcome, brother, 
to thee; for, when ye died, with mine own hands 1 
washed and dressed you, and poured drink-offerings 
at your graves; and now, Polyneices, ’tis for tending 
thy corpse that I win such recompense as this. 

And yet I honoured thee, as the wise will deem, 
rightly. Never, had I been a mother of children, or 
if a husband had been mouldering in death, would I 
have taken this task upon me in the city’s despite. 
What law, ye ask, is my warrant for that word ? The 
husband lost, another might have been found, and 
child from another, to replace the first-born; but, 
father and mother fodden with Hades, no broth^'s 
life could ever bloom for me again. Such was the law 
whereby I held thee first in honour; but Creon 
deemed me guilty of error therein, and of outrage, 
ah brother mine! And now he leads me thus, a cap 
tive in his hands; no bridal bed, no bridal song hath 
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been mine, no joy of marriage, no portion in the 
nurture of children; but thus, forlorn of friends, un- 
happy one, I go living to the vaults of death. 

And what law of heaven have 1 transgressed ? 
Why, hapless one, should I look to the gods any 
more— what ally should I invoke— when by piety I 
have earned the name of impious ? Nay, then, if these 
things are pleasing to the gods, when I have suffered 
my doom, 1 shall come to know my sin; but if the 
sin is with my judges, 1 could wish them no fuller 
measure of evil than they, on their part, mete 
wrongfully to me. 

Ch. StiU the same tempest of the soul vexes this 
maiden with the same fierce gusts. 

Cr, Then for this shall her guards have cause to 
rue their slowness. 

An, Ah me! that word hath come very near to 
death. 

Or. I can cheer thee with no hope that this doom 
is not thus to be fulfilled. 

An. O city of my fathers in the land of Theb^l 
O ye gods, eldest of our race!— they lead me hence 
—now, now— they tarry not! Behold me, princes of 
Thebes, the last daughter of the house of your kings 
—sec what I sufiFer, and from whom, because I fear^ 
to cast away the fear of Heaven I 

ANTIGONE IS led awuy by the guards. 

Chorus 

Even thus endured Danae in her beauty to change 
the light of day for brass-bound walls; and in that 
chamber, secret as the grave, she was held close pris- 
oner; yet was she of a proud lineage, O my daughter, 
and charged with the keeping of the seed of Zeus, 
that fell in the golden rain. 

But dreadful is the mysterious power of fate; there 
is no deliverance from it by wealth or by war, by 
fenced city, or dark, sea-beaten ships. 

And bonds tamed the son of Dryas, swift to wrath, 
that king of the Edonians; so paid he for his fren- 
zied taunts, when, by the will of Dionysus, he was 
pent in a rocky prison. There the fierce exuberance 
of his madness slowly passed away. That man learned 
to know the god, whom in his frenzy he had pro- 
voked with mockeries; for he had sought to quell 
the god' possessed women, and the Bacchanalian fire; 
and he angered the Muses that love the flute. 

And by the waters of the Dark Rocks, the waters 
of the twofold sea, are the shores of Bosporus, and 
Thracian Salmydessus; where Ares, neighbour to the 
city, saw the accurst, blinding wound dealt to the 
two sons of Phineus by his fierce wife— the wound 
that brought darkness to those vengeance-craving 
orbs, smitten with her bloody hands, smitten with 
her shuttle for a dagger. 

Pinmg in their misery, they bewailed their cruel 
doom, those sons of a mother hapless in her mar- 
riage; but she traced her descent from the ancient 
line of the Erechtheidae; and in fsir-distant caves she 
ffm nursed amid her fitther*s storms, that child of 


Boreas, swift as a steed over the steep failis, a daugh- 
ter of gods; yet upon her also the gray Fates bore 
hard, my daughter. 

Borer TEiRESiAs, led by a Bov^ on the spectators* right. 

Teiresias. Princes of Thel^ we have come with 
linked steps, both served by the eyes of one; for 
thus, by a guide’s help, the blind must walk. 

Cr. And what, aged Teiresias, are thy tidings? 

Te. I will tell thee; and do thou hearken to the 
seer. 

Cr. Indeed, it has not been my wont to slight thy 
counsel. 

Te. Therefore didst thou steer our city’s course 
aright. 

Cr. I have felt, and can attest, thy benefits. 

Te. Mark that now, once more, thou standest on 
fate’s fine edge. 

Cr. What means this? How I shudder at thy mes- 
sage! 

Te. Thou wilt learn, when thou hearest the warn- 
ings of mine art. As I took my place on mine old seat 
of augury, where all birds have been wont to gather 
within my ken, 1 heard a strange voice among them; 
they were screaming with dire, feverish rage, that 
drowned their language in a jargon; and 1 knew that 
they were rending each other with their talons, mur- 
derously; the whirr of wings told no doubtful tale. 

Forthwith, in fear, I essayed burnt-sacrifice on a 
duly kindled altar: but from my offerings the Fire- 
god showed no flame; a dank moisture, oozing from 
the thigh-flesh, trickled forth upon the embers, and 
smoked, and sputtered; the gall was scattered to the 
air; and the streaming thighs lay bared of the fat 
that had been wrapped round them. 

Such was the failure of the rites by which I vainly 
asked a sign, as from this boy I learned; for he is my 
guide, as 1 am guide to others. And ’tis thy counsel 
that hath brought this sickness on our State. For 
the altars of our city and of our hearths have been 
tainted, one and all, by birds and dogs, with carrion 
from the hapless corpse, the son of Oedipus: and 
therefore the gods no more accept prayer and sacri- 
fice at our hands, or the flame of meat-oflering; nor 
doth any bird give a clear sign by its shrill cry, for 
they have tast^ the fatness of a slain man’s blood. 

Think, then, on these things, my son. All men are 
liable to err; but when an error hath been made, 
that man is no longer witless or unblest who heaU 
the ill into which he hath fallen, and remains not 
stubborn. 

Self-will, we know, incurs the charge of folly .|Nay, 
allow the claim of the dead; stab not the fallen; what 
prowess is it to slay the slain anew?|l have sought 
thy good, and for thy good 1 speak: and never is it 
sweeter to learn from a good counsellor than when 
he counsels for thine own gain. 

Cr. Old man, ye all shoot your shafts at me, as 
archers at the buttf} ye must needs practise on me 
with seer-craft .jrisp; aye, the seer-tribe hath long 
trafficked in mei and, m^e me their merchandise. 

’^^Gain your gams, driv^, your trade, if ye list, in the 
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silver-gold of Sardis and the gold of India; but ye 
shall not hide that man in the grave— no, though 
the eagles of Zeus should bear the carrion morsels to 
their Master’s throne— no, not for dread of that de- 
filement will I suffer his burial: for well I know that 
no mortal can defile the gods. But, aged Teiresias, 
the wisest fall with a shameful fall, when they clothe 
shameful thoughts in fair words, for lucre’s sake. 

Te. Alas! Doth any man know, doth any consid- 
er .. . 

Cr. Whereof? What general truth dost thou an- 
nounce? 

Te, How precious, above all weal th, is good counsel. 

Cr, As folly, I think, is the worst mischief. 

Te, Yet thou art tainted with that distemper. 

Cr, I would not answer the seer with a taunt. 

Te, But thou dost, in saying that I prophesy falsely. 

Cr, Well, the prophet- tribe was ever fond of money. 

Te, And the race bred of tyrants loves base gain. 

Cr, Knowest thou that thy speech is spoken of 
thy king ? 

Te, I know it; for through me thou hast saved 
Thebes. 

Cr. Thou art a wise seer; but thou lovest evil deeds. 

Te, Thou wilt rouse me to utter the dread secret 
in my soul. 

Cr, Out with it! Only speak it not for gain. 

Te, Indeed, methinks, I shall not— as touching 
thee. 

Cr, Know that thou shah not trade on my resolve. 

Te, "Flien know thou— aye, know it well— that 
thou shalt not live through many more courses of 
the sun’s swift chariot, ere one begotten of thine 
own loins shall have been given by thee, a corpse for 
corpses; because thou hast thrust children of the 
sunlight to the shades, and ruthlessly lodged a living 
soul in the grave; but keepest in this world one who 
belongs in the gods infernal, a corpse unburied, un- 
honoured, all unhallowed. In such thou hast no part, 
nor have the gods above, but this is a violence done 
to them by thee. Therefore the avenging destroyers 
lie in wait for thee, the Furies of Hades and of the 
^ods, that thou mayest be taken in these same ills. 

And mark well if I speak these things as a hireling. 
A time not long to be delayed shall awaken the wail- 
ing of men and of women in thy house. And a tu- 
mult of hatred against thee stirs all the cities whose 
mangled sons had the burial-rite from dogs, or from 
wild beasts, or from some winged bird that bore a 
polluting breath to each city that contains the hearths 
of the dead. 

Such arrows for thy heart— since thou provokest 
me— have I launched at thee, archer-like, in my 
anger, sure arrows, of which thou shalt not escape 
the smart. Boy, lead me home, that he may spend 
his rage on younger men, and learn to keep a tongue 
more temperate, and to bear within his breast a bet- 
ter mind than now he bears. Exit teiresias. 

Ch, The man hath gone, O king, with dread proph- 
eaes. And, since the hair on this head, once dark, 
hath been white, I know that he hath never been a 
&lse prophet to our city. 
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Cr, I, too, know it well, and am troubled in soul. 
’Tis dire to yield; but, by resistance, to smite my 
pride with ruin— this, too, is a dire choice. 

Ck, Son of Mcnoeceus, it behoves thee to take 
wise counsel. 

Cr, What should I do, then? Speak, and I will 
obey. 

Ch, Go thou, and free the maiden from her rocky 
chamber, and make a tomb for the unburied dead. 

Cr, And this is thy counsel ? Thou wouldst have 
me yield ? 

Ch, Yea, King, and with all speed; for swift harms 
from the gods cut short the folly of men. 

Cr, Ah me, *tis hard, but I resign my cherished 
resolve— 1 obey. We must not wage a vain war with 
destiny. 

Ch. Go, tliQU, and do these things; leave them not 
to others. 

Cr, Even as I am I’ll go: on, on, my servants, each 
and all of you, take axes in your hands, and hasten 
to the ground that ye sec yonder! Since out judg- 
ment hath taken this turn, I will be present to un- 
loose her, as I myself bound her.(My heart misgives 
me, ’tis best to keep the established laws, even to I 
life’s end.^ ' 

Chorus 

O thou of many names, glory of the Cadmeian 
bride, offspring of loud- thundering Zeus! thou who 
w^atchest over famed Italia, and rcignest, where all 
guests arc welcomed, in the sheltered plain of Elcu- 
sinian De6! O Bacchus, dweller in Thcb^, mo-ther- 
city of Bacchants, by the softly-gliding stream of 
Ismenus, on the soil where the fierce dragon’s teeth 
were sown ! 

Thou hast been seen where torch-flames glare 
through smoke, above the crests of the twin peaks, 
where move the Corycian nymphs, thy votaries, 
hard by Castalia’s stream. 

Thou comest from the ivy-mantled slopes of Nysa’s 
hills, and from the shore green with many-clustered 
vines, while thy name is lifted up on strains of more 
than mortal power, as thou visitest the ways of 
Theb^: 

Thebfc, of all cities, thou boldest first in honour, 
thou, and thy mother whom the lightning smote; 
and now, when all our people is captive to a violent 
plague, come thou with healing feet over the Par- 
nassian height, or over the moaning strait! 

O thou with whom the stars rejoice as they move, 
the stars whose breath is fire; O master of the voices 
of the night; son begotten of Zeus; appear, O king, 
with thine attendant Thyiads, who in night-long 
frenzy dance before thee, the giver of good gifts, 
lacchus! 

Enter messenger, on the spectators' left hand. 

Messenger, Dwellers by the house of Cadmus and 
of Amphion, there is no estate of mortal life that I 
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would ever praise or blame as settled.)Fortune raises 
and Fortune humbles the lucky or unlucky from 
day to day, and no one can prophesy to men con- 
cerning those things which are established. For Creon 
was blest once, as 1 count bliss; he had saved this 
land of Cadmus from its foes; he was clothed with 
sole dominion in the land; he reigned, the glorious 
sire of princely children. And now all hath been lost. 
For when a man hath forfeited his pleasures, I count 
him not as living— I hold him but a breathing corpse. 
Heap up riches in thy house, if thou wilt; live in 
kingly state; yet, if there be no gladness therewith, 

I would not give the shadow of a vapour for all the 
rest, compart with joy. 

Ch. And what is this new grief that thou hast to 
tell for our princes ? 

Me. Death; and the living are guilty for the dead. 

Ch. And who is the slayer? Who the stricken? 
Speak. 

Me. Haemon hath perished; his blood hath been 
hed by no stranger. 

Ch. By his father’s hand, or by his own ? 

Me. By his own, in wrath with his sire for the 
murder. 

Ch. O prophet, how true, then, hast thou proved 
thy word! 

Me. These things stand thus; ye must consider of 
the rest. 

Ch. Lo, I see the hapless Eurydic^, Creon’s wife, 
approaching; she comes from the house by chance, 
haply, or because she knows the tidings of her son. 

Enter eurydice. 

Eurydice, People of Thebes, I heard your words as 
I was going forth, to salute the goddess Pallas with 
my prayers. Even as I was loosing the fastenings of 
the gate, to open it, the message of a household woe 
smote on mine ear: I sank back, terror-stricken, into 
the arms of my handmaids, and my senses fled. But 
say again what the tidings were; I shall hear them as 
one who is no stranger to sorrow. 

Me. Dear lady, I will witness of what I saw, and 
will leave no word of the truth untold. Why, indeed, 
should I soothe thee with words in which I must 
presently be found false? Truth is ever best. I at- 
tended thy lord as his guide to the furthest part of 
the plain, where the body of Polynciccs, torn by 
dogs, still lay unpitied. We prayed the goddess of 
the roads, and Pluto, in mercy lo restrain their wrath; 
we washed the dead with holy washing; and with 
freshly- plucked boughs we solemnly burned such 
relics as there were. We raised a high mound of his 
native earth; and then we turned away to enter the 
maiden’s nuptial chamber with rocky couch, the 
caverned mansion of the bride of Death. And, from 
afar off, one of us heard a voice of loud wailing at 
that bride’s unhallowed bower; and came to tell our 
master Creon. 

And as the king drew nearer, doubtful sounds of 
a bitter cry floated around him; he groaned, and 
said in accents of anguish, “Wretched that 1 am, 
can my foreboding be true ? Am I going on the wo- 
fullcst way that ever I went? My son’s voice greets 


me. Go, my servants, haste ye nearer, and when ye 
have reached the tomb, pass through the gap, where 
the stones have been wrenched away, to the cell’s 
very mouth, and look, and see if ’tis Haemon’s voice 
that I know, or if mine ear is cheated by the gods.” 

This search, at our despairing master’s word, we 
went to make; and in the furthest part of the tomb 
we descried her hanging by the neck, slung by a 
thread- wrought halter of fine linen; while he was 
embracing her with arms thrown around her waist, 
bewailing the loss of his bride who is with the dead, 
and his father’s deeds, and his own ill-starred love. 

But his father, when he saw him, cried aloud with 
a dread cry and went in, and called to him with a 
voice of wailing: “Unhappv, what a deed hast thou 
done! What thought hath come to thee? What 
manner of mischance hath marred thy reason ? Come 
forth, my child! I pray thee— I implore!” But the 
boy glared at him with fierce eyes, spat in his face, 
and, without a word of answer, drew his cross-hilted 
sword: as his father rushed forth in flight, he missed 
his aim; then, hapless one, wroth with himself, he 
straightway leaned with all his weight against his 
sword, and drove it, half its length, into his side; 
and, while sense lingered, he clasped the maiden to 
his faint embrace, and, as he gasped, sent forth on 
her pale cheek the swift stream of the oozing blood. 

Corpse enfolding corpse he lies; he hath won his 
nuptial rites, poor youth, not here, yet in the halls 
of Death ;^nd he hath witnessed to mankind that, of f 
all curses which cleave to man, ill counsel is the | 
sovereign curse.) 

EURYDICE retires into the house. 

Ch. What wouldst thou augur from this? The 
lady hath turned back, and is gone, without a word, 
good or evil. 

Me. I, too, am startled; yet I nourish the hope 
that, at these sore tidings of her son, she cannot 
deign to give her sorrow public vent, but in the 
privacy of the house will set her handmaids to 
mourn the household grief. For she is not untaught 
of discretion, that she should err. 

Ch. I know not; but to me, at least, a strained 
silence seems to portend peril, no less than vain 
abundance of lament. 

Me. Well, I will enter the house, and learn whether 
indeed she is not hiding some repressed purpose in 
the depths of a passionate heart. Yea, thou sayest 
well: excess of silence, too, may have a perilous 
meaning. 

Exit MESSENGER. 

Enter creon, on the spectators' left, with attend" 
ants, carrying the shrouded body of haemon on 
a bier. 

Ch. Lo, yonder the king himself draws near, bear- 
ing that which tells too clear a tale— the work of no 
stranger’s madness— if we may say it— but of his 
own misdeeds. 

Cr. Woe for the sins of a darkened soul, stubborn ; 
sins, fraught with death! Ah, ye behold us, the sirCii 
who hath slain, the son who hath perished! Woe isl 
me, for the wretched blindness of my counsels!| 
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Alas, my son, thou hast died in thy youth, by a 
timeless doom, woe is me! thy spirit hath fled, not 
by thy folly, but by mine own! 

Ch. Ah me, how all too late thou seemest to see 
the right! 

Cr, Ah me, 1 have learned the bitter lesson! But 
then, methinks, oh then, some god smote me from 
above with crushing weight, and hurled me into 
ways of cruelty, woe is me, overthrowing and tram* 
pling on my joy ! Woe, woe, for the troublous toils of 
roen!^ 

* Enter messenger from the house. 

Me, Sire, thou hast come, methinks, as one whose 
hands are not empty, but who hath store laid up 
besides; thou bearest yonder burden with thee; and 
thou art soon to look upon the woes within thy 
house. 

Cr, And what worse ill is yet to follow upon 
iUs? 

Me, Thy queen hath died, true mother of yon 
corpse— ah, hapless lady!— by blows newly dealt. 

I Or, Oh Hades, all-receiving, whom no sacrifice 
can appease! Hast thou, then, no mercy for me? O 
thou herald of evil, bitter tidings, what word dost 
thou utter? Alas,|i| was already as dead, and thou 
hast smitten me anew!)What sayest thou, my son? 
What is this new message that thou bringest— woe, 
woe is me!— of a wife’s doom, of slaughter heaped 
on slaughter ? 

Ch, Thou 
within. 

The doors of the palace are opened^ and the corpse 
of EURYDiCE is dtsclosed, 

Cr, An me, yonder I behold a new, a second woe! 
What destiny, ah what, can yet await me ? 1 have 
but now raised my son in my arms, and there, again, 
1 see a corpse before me! Alas, alas, unhappy mother! 
Alas, my child if 

Me, lliere, at the altar, self-stabbed with a keen 
knife, she suffered her darkening eyes to close, when 
she had wailed for the noble fate of Megareus who 
died before, and then for his fate who lies there, and 
when, with her last breath, she had invoked evil 
fortunes upon thee, the slayer of thy sons. 


anst behold: ’tis no longer hidden 
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iO*. Woe, woe! 1 thrill with dreads Is there none to 
strike me to the heart with two-edged sword? O 
miserable that I am, and steeped in miserable an- 
guish! I 

Me, Yea, both this son’s doom, and that other’s, 
were laid to thy charge by her whose corpse thou 
seest. 

Cr, And what was the manner of the violent deed 
by which she passed away? 

Me, Her own hand struck her to the heart, when 
she had learned her son’s sorely lamented fate. 

Cr. Ah me, this guilt can never be fixed on any 
other of mortal kind, for my acquittal! I, even I, 
was thy slayer, wretched that I am— I own the 
truth. Lead me away, O my servants, lead me hence 
with all speed, whose life is but as death! 

Ch, Thy counsels are good, if there can be good 
with ills; briefest is best, when trouble iiis in our 
path. i 

Cr, Oh, let it come, let it appear, that ^irest of 
fates for me, that brings my last day— aye, best fate 
of all! Oh, let it come, that I may never look upon 
to-morrow’s light. 

Ch, These things are in the future; present tasks 
claim our care: the ordering of the future rests 
where it should rest. 

Cr, All my desires, at least, were summed in that 
prayer. 

Ch, Pray thou no more; for mortab have no es- 
cape from destined woe. 

jCr. Lead me away, I pray you; a rash, foolish 
man; who have slain thee, ah my son, unwittingly, 
and thee, too, my wife— unhappy that I am! I know 
not which way I should bend my gaze, or where I 
should seek support; for all is amiss with that which 
is in my hands,— and yonder, again, a crusliing fate 
hath leapt upon my head. I 

As cREON is being conducted into the house^ the 
CORYPHAEUS spea^s the closing verses, 

C h^ W isdom is the -su preme pan of happiness : 
and reverenc e towards th^ods mu st _be iiw iolate. 


Great Wfttd& oTpnpSul men are e^^^ punishe 
great blows, and, in olgTage, teach the chaSfened to 
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AJAX 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Athena Teucer 

Ajax Menelaus 

Odysseus Agamemnon 
Tecmessa Chorus of Salaminian 
Sailors 

Mute: The child Eurysaces and his attendant; Two heralds accompanying 
Menelaus (v. 1047); Two bodyguards in attendance on Agamemnon; 
Attendants of Teucer {v, 977) 


Brfore the tent of Ajax, at the eastern end of the 
Greel(^ camp, near Cape Rhoeteum on the northern 
coast of the Troad, odysseus is closely examining 
footprints in the sandy ground, aiiiena is seen in the 
air, 

Athena, Ever liave 1 seen thee, son of Lartius, 
seeking to snatch some occasion against thy foes; 
and now at the tent of Ajax by the ships, where he 
hath his station at the camp’s utmost verge, I see 
thee long while pausing on his trail and scanning his 
fresh tracks, to nnd whether he is within or abroad. 
Well doth it lead thee to thy goal, thy course keen* 
scenting as a Laconian hound’s. For the man is even 
now gone within, sweat streaming from his face and 
from hands that have slain with the sword. And 
there is no further need for thee to peer within these 
doors; but say what is thine aim in this eager quest, 
that thou mayest learn from her who can give thee 
light. 

Odysseus, Voice of Athena, dearest to me of the 
Immortals, how clearly, though thou be unseen, do 
I hear thy call and seize it in my soul, as when a 
Tyrrhenian clarion speaks from mouth of bronzel 
And now thou hast discerned aright that 1 am hunt* 
ing to and fro on the trail of a foeman, even Ajax of 
the mighty shield. ’Tis he, and no other, that 1 have 
been tracking so long. 

This night he hath done to us a thing which passes 
thought—if he is indeed the doer; for we know 
nothing certain, but drift in doubt; and I took upon 
me the burden of this search. We have lately found 
the cattle, our spoil, dead— yea, slaughtered by hu* 
man hand— and dead, beside them, the guardians of 
the flock. 

Now, all men lay this crime to him. And a scout 
who had descried him bounding alone over the plain 
with reeking sword brought me tidings, and declared 
the matter. Then straightway I rushed upon his 
track; and sometimes 1 recognise the footprints as 
his, but sometimes 1 am bewildered, and cannot 
read whose they arc. Thy succour is timely; thine 
is die hand that ever guides my course— as in the 
past, so for the days to come. 


Ath, I know it, Odysseus, and came early on the 
path, a watcher friendly to thy chase. 

Od, Dear mistress, do I toil to purpose? 

Ath, Know that yon man is the doer of these deeds. 

Od, And why was his insensate hand put forth so 
fiercely ? 

Ath, In bitter wrath touching the arms of Achilles. 

Od, Why, then, this furious onslaught upon the 
fiocksP 

Ath, ’Twas in your blood, as he deemed, that he 
was dyeing his hand. 

Od, What? Was this design aimed against the 
Greeks? 

Ath, He would have accomplished it, too, had I 
been careless. 

Od, And how had he laid these bold plans? What 
could inspire such hardihood ? 

Ath, In the night he went forth against you, by 
stealth, and alone. 

Od, And did he come near us? Did he reach his 
goal? 

Ath, He was already at the doors of the two chiefs. 

Od, What cause, then, stayed his eager hand from 
murder? 

Ath, I, even I, withheld him, for I cast upon his 
eyes the tyrannous fancies of his baneful joy; and 1 
turned his fury aside on the flocks of sheep, and the 
confused droves guarded of herdsmen, the spoil which 
ye had not yet divided. Then he fell on, and dealt 
death among the horny throng, as he hewed them 
to the earth around him; and now he deemed that 
the two Atrcidae were the prisoners whom he slew 
with his hand, now ’twas this chief, now ’twas that, 
at each new onset. And while the man raved in the 
throes of frenzy, I still urged him, hurled him into 
the toils of doom. Anon, when he rested from this 
work, he bound together the living oxen, with all 
the sheep, and brought them home, as though his 
captives were men, not goodly kine. And now he 
torments them, bound together, in the house. 

But to thee also will I show this madness openly, 
that when thou hast seen it thou mayest proclaim 
it to all the Greeks. And be thou steadfast and of a 
good courage, nor look for evil from the man; for 1 
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will turn away the vision of his eyes, and keep them 
from beholding thy face. 

Ho, thou who art binding with cords the back- 
bent arms of thy captives, I call thee, come hither! 
Ajax, what ho! come forth from the house! 

Od, What dost thou, Athena? Never call him 
forth. 

Ath, Hold thy peace! Do not earn the name of 
coward! 

Od. Forbear, I pray thee; be content that he stay 
within. 

Ath. What is the danger? Was he not a man be- 
fore? 

Od. Yea, a focman to thy servant, and still is. 

Ath. And to mock at focs—is not that the sweet- 
est mockery? 

Od. Enough for me that he abide within his doors. 

Ath. Thou fearest to see a madman in full view ? 

Od. No fear had made me shun him, if he were 
sane. 

Ath. Nay, even now, he shall not see thee, though 
thou art near. 

Od. How so, if he still sees with the same eyes? 

Ath. I will darken them, though they are open. 

Od. Well, all is possible when a god contrives. 

Ath. Stand silent, then, and stay where thou art. 

Od. I must stay. Would that I were far from here! 

Ath. What ho, Ajax, once again 1 call thee! is this 
thy scanty regard for thine ally ? 

Enter ajax, holding a blood-stained scourge in 
his hand. 

Ajax. Hail, Athena! Hail, Zeus-born maid! How 
well hast thou stood by me! Yea, I will crown thy 
shrine with trophies of pure gold for this prize! 

Ath. Tis fairly spoken. But tell me this—hast 
thou dyed thy sword well in the Greek camp ? 

Aj. That vaunt is mine; I disclaim it not. 

Ath. And perchance turned thine armed hand on 
the Atreidae ? 

Aj. So that nevermore will they dishonour Ajax. 

Ath. The men are dead, as I take thy meaning: 

Aj. Dead : now let them rob me of my arms! 

Ath. Good: and then the son of Laertius— in what 
plight hast thou left him ? Hath he escaped thee ? 

Aj. What, thou askest me of that accursed fox? 

Ath. Yea, in sooth— of Odysseus, thine adversary. 

Aj. No guest so welcome. Lady: he is sitting in 
the house— in bonds: 1 do not mean him to die just 
yet. 

Ath. What wouldst thou do first ? What larger ad- 
vantage wouldst thou win ? 

Aj. First, he shall be bound to a pillar beneath my 
roof— 

Ath. The hapless man— what despite wilt thou do 
unto him ? 

Aj. —and have his back crimsoned with the 
scourge, ere he die. 

Ath. Nay, do not torture the wretch so cruelly. 

Aj. In all else, Athena, I say, have thy will; but 
Air doom shall be none but this. 

Ath. Nay, then, since it delights thee to do thus, 
hold not thy hand, abate no jot of thine intent. 


Aj. I go to my work: but thou, I charge thee, 
stand ever at my side as thou hast stood to-day! 

Exit AJAX. 

Ath. Seest thou, Odysseus, how great is the 
strength of the gods? Whom couldest thou have 
found more prudent than this man, or more valiant 
for the service of the time ? 

Od. I know none; and I pity him in his misery, 
for all that he is my foe, because he is bound fest to 
a dread doom: I think of mine own lot no less than 
his. For I see that we are but phantoms, all we who 
live, or fleeting shadows. 

Ath. Therefore, beholding such things, look that 
thine own lips never speak a haughty word against 
the gods, and assume no swelling port, if thou pre- 
vailest above another in prowess or by store of ample 
wealth. Fpr a day can humble all human things, and 
a day can lift them up; but the wise of heart are 
loved of the gods, and the evil are abhorred. 

Enter the chorus of salaminian sailors, yb/- 
lowers of ajax. 

Chorus 

Son of Telamon, thou whose wave-girt Salamis is 
firmly throned upon the sea, when thy fortunes are 
fair, I rejoice: but when the stroke of Zeus comes 
on thee, or the angry rumour of the Danai with 
noise of evil tongues, then 1 quake exceedingly and 
am sore afraid, like a winged dove with troubled eye. 

And so, telling of the night now spent, loud mur- 
murs beset us for our shame; telling how thou didst 
visit the meadow wild with steeds, and didst destroy 
the cattle of the Greeks, their spoil— prizes of the 
spear which had not yet been shared— slaying them 
with flashing sword. 

Such are the whispered slanders that Odysseus 
breathes into all ears; and he wins large belief. For 
now the talc that he tells of thee is specious; and 
each hearer rejoices more than he who told, despite- 
fully exulting in thy woes. 

Yea, point thine arrow at a noble spirit, and thou 
shalt not miss; but should a man speak such things 
against me, he would win no faith. ’Tis on the power- 
ful that envy creeps. Yet the small without the great 
can ill be trusted to guard the walls; lowly leagued 
with great will prosper best, great served by less. 

But foolish men cannot be led to learn these truths. 
Even such are the men who rail against thee, and 
we arc helpless to repel these charges, without thee, 
O king. Verily, when they have escaped thine eye, 
they chatter like flocking birds: but, terrified by the 
mighty vulture, suddenly, perchance- if thou 
shouldst appear— they will cower still and dumb. 

Was it the Tauric Artemis, child of Zeus, that 
drave thee— O dread rumour, parent of my shame! 
— against the herds of all our host— in revenge, I 
ween, for a victory that had paid no tribute, whether 
it was that she had been disappointed of glorious 
spoil, or because a stag had been slain without a 
thank-offering? Or can it have been the mail-clad 
Lord of War that was wroth for dishonour to his 
aiding spear, and took vengeance by nightly wiles? 
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Never of thine own heart, son of Telamon, wouldst no more; like a southern gale, fierce in its first onset, 
thou have gone so far astray as to fall upon the flocks, his rage abates; and now, in his rieht mind, he hath 
Yea, when the gods send madness, it must come; but new pain. To look on self- wrought woes, when no 
may Zeus and Phoebus avert the evil rumour of the other hath had a hand therein—this lays sharp pangs 
Greeks! to the soul. 

And if the great chiefs charge thee falsely in the Ch, Nay, if his frenzy hath ceased, I have good 
furtive rumours which they spread, or sons of the hope that all may yet be well: the trouble is of less 
wicked line of Sisyphus, forbear, O my king, for- account when once *tis past, 
bear to win me an evil name, by still keeping thy Te, And which, were the choice given thee, 
face thus hidden in the tent by the sea. wouldst thou choose— to pain thy friends, and bivc 

Nay, up from thy scat, wheresoever thou art delights thyself, or to share the grief of friends who 
brooding in this pause of many days from battle, grieve? 

making the flame of mischief blaze up to heaven! Ch» The twofold sorrow, lady, is the greater ill. 
But the insolence of thy foes goes abroad without Te. Then are we losers now, although the plague 
fear in the breezy glens, while all men mock with is past. 

taunts most grievous; and my sorrow passes not CL What is thy meaning? I know not how thou 
away. meanest. 

Te. Yon man, while frenzied, found his own Joy 
Enter tecmessa. in the dire fantasies that held him, though his pres- 

Teeme^.rj. Mariners of Ajax, of the race that springs ence was grievous to us who were sane; but now, 

from the Erechtheidac, sons of the soil— mourning since he hath had pause and respite from the plague, 

is our portion who care for the house of Telamon he is utterly afflicted with sore grief, and we like- 

afar. Ajax, our dread lord of rugged might, now lies wise, no less than before. Have we not here two sor- 

stricken with a storm that darkens the soul. rows, instead of one ? 

CL And what is the heavy change from the for- CL Yea verily: and I fear lest the stroke of a god 
tune of yesterday which this night hath brought hath fallen. How else, if his spirit is no lighter, now 

forth ? Daughter of the Phrygian Teleutas, speak: that the malady is overpast, than when it vexed him ? 

for to thee, his spear-won bride, bold Ajax hath Te. Thus stands the matter, be well assured, 
borne a constant love; therefore mightest thou hint CL And in what wise did the plague first swoop 
the answer with knowledge. upon him ? Declare to us, who share thy pain, how 

Te. Oh, how shall I tell a tale too dire for words? it befell. 

Terrible as death is the hap which thou must hear. Te. Thou shalt hear all that chanced, as one who 
Seized with madness in the night, our glorious Ajax hath part therein. At dead of night, when the even- 

hath been utterly undone. For token, thou mayest ing lamps no longer burned, he seized a two-edged 

see within his dwelling the butchered victims wel- sword, and was fain to go forth on an aimless path, 

tering in their blood, sacrifices of no hand but his. Then I chid him, and said ; What dost thou, Ajax ? 

Ch. What tidings of the fiery warrior hast thou why wouldst thou make this sally unsummon^— 

told, not to be borne, nor yet escaped— tidings which not called by messenger, not warned by trumpet ? 

the mighty Danai noise abroad, which their strong Nay, at present the whole army sleeps.’* 
rumour spreads! Woe is me, I dread the doom to Butheansweredmeincurt phrase and trite: “Wo- 
come: shamed before all eyes, the man will die, if man, silence graces women.” And I, thus taught, 

his frenzied hand hath slain with dark sword the desisted; but he rushed forth alone. What happened 

herds and the horse-guiding herdsmen. abroad, I cannot tell: but he came in with his cap- 

Te. Alas! *twas thence, then— from those pastures lives bound together— bulls, shepherd dogs, and 
—that he came to me with his captive flock! Of fleecy prisoners. Some he beheaded; of some, he cut 

part, he cut the throats on the floor within; some, the back-bent throat, or cleft the chine; others, in 

hewing their sides, he rent asunder. Then he caught their bonds, he tormented as though they were men, 
up two white-footed rams; he sheared off the head with onslaughts on the cattle, 

of one, and the tongue- tip, and flung them away; At last, he darted forward through the door, and 
the other he bound upright to a pillar, and seized a began ranting to some creature ot his brain— now 

heavy thong of horse-gear, and flojgged with shrill, against the Atreidae, now about Odysseus— with 

doubled lash, while he uttered revilings which a god, many a mocking vaunt of all the despite that he 

and no mortal, had taught. had wreaked on them in his raid. Anon, he rushed 

CL The time hath come for each of us to veil his back once more into the house; and then, by slow, 

head and betake him to stealthy speed of foot, or to painful steps, regained his reason, 

sit on the bench at the quick oar, and give her way And as his gaze rang^ over the room full of his 

to the sea-fiiring ship. Such angry threats are hurled wild work, he struck his head, and uttered a great 

against us by the brother-kings, the sons of Atreus: cry: he fell down, a wreck amid the wrecks of the 

I fear to share a bitter death by stoning, smitten at slaughtered sheep, and there he sat, with clenched 

this man’s side, who is swayecl by a fate to which nails tightly clutching his hair. At first, and for a 

none may draw nigh. lone while, he sat dumb: then he threatened me 

Te. It sways him no longer: the lightnings flash with those dreadful threats, if I declared not all the 
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chance that had befallen; and asked in what strange 
plight he stood. And I, friends, in my fear, told ^ 
that had been done, so far as 1 surely knew it. But 
he straightway broke into bitter lamentations, such 
as never had I heard from him before. For he had 
ever taught that such wailing was for craven and 
low-hearted men; no cry of shrill complaint would 
pass his lips; only a deep sound, as of a moaning bull. 

But now, prostrate in his utter woe, tasting not 
of food or drink, the man sits quiet where he has 
fallen, amidst the sword -slain cattle. And plainly he 
yearns to do some dread deed: there is some such 
meaning in his words and his laments. Ah, my friends 
— indera, this was my errand— come in and help, if 
in any wise ye can. Men in his case can be won by 
the words of friends. 

Ch, Teemessa, daughter of Teleutas, dread are thy 
tidings, that our lord hath been frenzied by his 
sorrows. 

Aj. (within) Woe, woe is me! 

Te. Soon there will be worse, belike. Heard ye 
not Ajax— heard ye not that resounding cry ? 

Aj. Woe, woe is me! 

Ch, The man seems to be distempered, or else to 
be grieving for the distempers which lately vexed 
him, when he sees their work. 

Aj. O my son, my son ! 

Te. Ah me I Eurysaces, *tis for thee he calls! What 
can be his purpose P Where art thou P Unhappy that 
lam! 

Aj. Ho, Teucer! Where is TeucerP Will his foray 
last for ever P And I perish! 

Ch. He seems to be sane. Come, open there! open 
— perchance e’en at the sight of me he may come to 
a more sober mood. 

TV. Behold, 1 open; thou canst look on yon man’s 
deeds, and his own plight. 

AJAX is discovered sitting amidst the slaughtered 
cattle. 

Aj. Alas, good sailors, alone of mv friends, alone 
still constant to your loyalty, behold what a wave 
hath but now surged around me and hemmed me in, 
under stress of a ^dly storm ! 

Ch. Ah, lady, how sadly true seems thy report! 
The fact proves that no sane mind is here. 

Aj. Al^, ye mates staunch in sea-craft, ye who 
manned the ship and made the oar-blade flash upon 
the brine— in you, in you alone 1 see a defence 
against misery: come, slay me also! 

Ch. HDsk thy wild lips: cure not ill by ill, nor in- 
crease the anguish of the doom. 

Aj, Seest thou the bold, the strong of heart, the 
dauntless in battles with the foe— seest thou how 1 
have shown my prowess on creatures that feared no 
harmP Alas, the mockery! How then have 1 been 
shamed! 

Te. Ajax, my lord, 1 implore thee, speak not thus! 

Aj. Hence! out with thee! avaunt— b^oncl— Woe 
ismel woeisme! 

Ch. For the gods' love, yield to counsel, and learn 
wisdomi 

. Afj. Wretch that 1 am, who suflFered the accursed 
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men to slip through my hands, but fdl on horned 
kine and goodly flocks, and msdt their dark blood 
flow! 

Ch. Why grieve when the deed is past recall 
These things can never be but as they are. 

Aj. Ah, thou who watchest all things, thou ready 
tool of every crime, ah, son of Lartius, thou foulest 
knave in all the host, 1 warrant thou laughest loud 
and long for joy! 

Ch. As the god gives, so every man bughs or 
mourns. 

Aj. Yet would that I could see him, shattered 
though I am! Ah me, ah me! 

Ch. Speak no proud word: seest thou not to what 
a plight thou hast come P 

Aj. O Zeus, father of my sires, would that I might 
slay that de^ dissembler, that hateful knave, and 
the two brother-chiefs, and lastly die myse^also! 

Te. When thou makest that prayer, prAy there- 
with for me also that I die: wherefore should I live 
when thou art dead P \ 

Aj. Alas, thou darkness, my sole light! O thou 
nether gloom, fairer for me than any sunshine! take 
me to dwell with you— yea, take me; for I am no 
longer worthy to look for help to the race of the 
gods, or for any good from men, the children of a 
day. 

No, the daughter of Zeus, the strong goddess, tor- 
ments me to the death. Whither then shall a man 
flee ? Whither shall I go to find rest ? If my past fame 
is destroyed, my friends, along with such victims as 
these near me— if I have set myself to win a mad- 
man’s triumphs, and all the host, with sword up- 
lifted in both hands, would strike me dead! 

Te. Ah me unhappy, that a good man and true 
should utter such words— words that, till now, he 
ne’er would have deigned to speak! 

Aj. Alas, ye paths of the sounding wave, ye sea- 
caves and wooded pastures by the shore, long time, 
long time and very weary have ye known me tarry- 
ing at Troy; but no more shall ye know me— no 
more with the breath of life: of so much let sane 
men be sure. 

Ah, streams of Scamander near us, kindly to the 
Greeks, never shall ye look on Ajax more; whose 
peer in the host— for I will utter a proud word — 
never hath Troy seen come from the land of Hellas: 
but now, behold, he hath been humbled to the dust! 

Ch. In sooth I know not how to restrain thee, or 
how suffer thee to speak, whom woes so grievous 
have bebllen. 

Aj. Ay me! Who could e’er have thought that my 
name would chime so meetly with my doom? For 
well may I now mourn— yea, twice and three dmes 
mourn— in those sad syllables that shape my name; 
such heavy griefs are mine, whose sire by his prowess 
won the fairest prize of all the host, and brought ail 
gbry home from this land of Ida; but I his son, who 
came after him in might not less to this same ground 
of Troy, and proved the service of mine haim in no 
meaner deeds, thus perish, dishonoured of the 
Greeks. Yet, methinks, of thus much am 1 sure; if 
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Achilles iivedt and had been called to decree the 
first place in valour to any claimant of his arms, no 
one would have grasped them before me. But now 
the Atreidac have conveyed them to a villain, and 
thrust away the high deeds of Ajax. 

And if these eyes, if this warped mind had not 
swerved from the purpose that was mine, never 
would they have procured such a judgment against 
another man. As it was, the daugnter of Zeus, the 
fierce-eyed, unconquerable goddess, foiled me at the 
instant when 1 was making ready my hand against 
them, struck me with a plague of frenzy, made me 
imbrue my hands in the bl(m of these poor cattle. 
And yon men exult to have escaped me—by no 
good-will of mine; but if a god send harm, verily 
e’en the base man can elude the worthier. 

And now what shall I do; who plainly am hateful 
to the gods, abhorred by the Greek host, hated by 
all Troy and all these plains? Shall 1 forsake the sta- 
tion of the ships, and leave the Atreidac forlorn, and 
go homeward across the Aegean? And what face 
shall I show to my father when I come— -to Tela- 
mon ? How will he find heart to look on me, when I 
stand before him ungraced— without that meed of 
valour whereby he won a great crown of fame ? *Tis 
not to be endured. 

But then shall I go to the stronghold of the Tro- 
jans— attack alone, where all are foes— and, in doing 
some good service, lastly die? Nay, thus I might 
haply gladden the Atreidac. It must not be. Some 
emprise must be sought whereby I may prove to 
mine aged sire that in heart, at least, his son is not 
a dastard. 

*Tis base for a man to crave the full term of life, 
who finds no varying in his woes. What joy is there 
in day following day— now pushing us forward, now 
drawing us back, on the verge — of death ? 1 rate that 
man as nothing worth, who feeb the glow of idle 
hopes. Nay, one of generous strain should nobly live, 
or forthwith nobly die: thou hast heard all. 

Ch, No man shall say that thou hast spoken a bas- 
tard word, Ajax, or one not bred of thy true soul. 
Yet forbear: dismiss these thoughts, and sufi'er 
friends to overrule thy purpose. 

Te, Ajax, my lord, the doom given by fate is the 
hardest of evils among men. I was the daughter of a 
free-born sire, wealthy and mighty, if any Phrygian 
was; and now 1 am a slave: for so the gods ordained, 
I ween, and chiefly thy strong hand, llierefore, since 
wedlock hath made me thine, 1 wish thee well; and 
I do entreat thee, by the Zeus of our hearth, by the 
marriage that hath made us one, doom me not to 
the cruel rumour of thy foes, abandon me not to the 
^nd of a strangerl On what day soever thou die 
and leave me lonely by thy death, on that same day, 
be sure, 1 also shall be seized forcibly by the Greeks, 
and, with thy son, shall have the portion of a sbye. 
Then shall some one of my masters name me in bit- 
ter phrase, with keen taunts: **See the concubine of 
Ajax, hb, who was the mightiest of the host; see 
wmt menial tasks are hers, who had such blissi’* 
Thus ahall men speak; and destiny will afflict me; 


but these words will be shameful for thee and for 
thy race. 

Nay, have thought for thy &ther, whom thou for- 
sakest in a drear old age; for thy mother— and hers 
are many years — who oft prays to the gods that 
thou come home alive; and pity, O king, thy son, 
if, bereft of fostering care, he must spend his days 
forlorn of thee, the ward of unloving guardians; 
think how great is this sorrow, which at thy death 
thou wilt bequeath to him and me. 

1 have nothing left whereunto I can look, save 
thee. Thou didst ravage my country with the spear, 
and another doom hath bid low my mother and my 
sire, that they should dwell with Hades in their 
death. What home, then, could 1 find, if I lost thee? 
What wealth? On thee hangs all my welfare. Nay, 
have thought for me also: a true man should cherish 
remembrance, if anywhere he reap a joy. Tb kind- 
ness that still begets kindness. But whosoever suffers 
the memory of benefits to slip from him, that man 
can no more rank as noble. 

Ch» Ajax, I would that pity touched thy soul as it 
doth mine: so wouldst thou approve her words. 

Aj, Verily she shall have approval on my part, if 
only she take heart to do my bidding well. 

Te, Nay, dear Ajax, I will obey in all things. 

Aj, Then bring me my son, that I may sec him. 

Te, Oh, but in those fears 1 released him from my 
keeping. 

Aj, During these troubles of mine ? Or what mean- 
est thou? 

Te, Yea, lest haply the poor child should meet 
thee, and die. 

Aj, Aye truly, that would have been worthy of 
my fortune. 

Te, Well, at least I was watchful to avert that woe. 

Aj, I praise thy deed, and the foresight which thou 
hast shown. 

Te, How, then, can I serve thee, as the case stands 
now? 

Aj, Let me speak to him, and see him face to face. 

Te, Oh yes— he is close by, in charge of attend- 
ants. 

Aj, Then wherefore is his coming debyed ? 

Te, My child, thy father calb thee. Bring him 
hither, servant, whosoever of you b guiding his steps. 

Aj, Comes the man at thy call ? Or hath he failed 
tohear thy words? 

Te, Even now one of the servants there draws near 
with him. 

Enter Attendant with eurysaces. 

Aj. Lift him, lift him to mine arms. He will feel 
no dread, I ween, in looking on this newly shed 
blood, if he is inde^ my true-TOrn son. But he must 
at once be broken into hb father’s rugged ways, and 
moulded to the likeness of hb nature. Ah, boy, may- 
est thou prove happier than thy fire, but in all else 
lUte him; and thou wilt prove not base. Yet even 
now 1 may well envy thee for this, that thou hast 
no sense of these ills. Yea, life is sweetest before the 
feelings are awake, [for lack of feeling is a painless 
iU]— until one learns to know joy or pain. But when 
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thou shalt come unto that knowledge, tlien must 
thou see to prove among thy father’s foes of what 
mettle and what sire thou art. 

Meanwhile feed on light breezes, and nurse thy 
tender life, for this thy mother’s joy. No fear, I wot, 
lest any of the Greeks assail thee with cruel outrage, 
even when thou hast me no more. So trusty is the 
warder whom I will leave to guard thee, even Teu- 
cer; who will not falter in his care for thee, albeit 
now he is following a far path, busied with chase of 
foes. 

O my warriors, seafaring comrades! On you, as on 
him, I lay this task of love; and give ye my behest 
to Tcucer, that he take this child to mine own home, 
and set him before the face of Telamon, and of my 
mother, Eribeoa, that so he may prove the comfort 
of their age evermore [until they come unto the 
deep places of the nether god]. And charge him that 
no stewards of games, nor he who worked my ruin, 
make mine arms a prize for the Greeks. No, this take 
thou, my son — the broad shield from which thou 
hast thy name— hold and wield it by the well- 
wrought thong, that sevenfold, spear-proof targe! 
But the rest of my armour shall be buried in my 
grave. 

{To tecmessa) Come, tarry not; take the child 
straightway, make fast the doors, and utter no la- 
ments before the house: in sooth a woman is a plaint- 
ive thing. Quick, close the house! It is not for a skil- 
ful leech to whine charms over a sore that craves the 
knife. 

Ch, 1 am afraid when I mark this eager haste: I 
like not the keen edge of thy speech. 

Te, Ajax, my lord, on what deed can thy mind be 
set? 

Aj, Ask not, inquire not; ’tis good to be discreet. 

Te. Ah, my heavy heart! Now, by thy child,— by 
the gods— I implore thee, be not guilty of forsak- 
ing us! 

Aj. Nay, thou vexest me over much: knowest thou 
not that I no longer owe aught of service to the gods ? 

7>. Hush, hush! 

Aj, Speak to those who hear. 

Te, And wilt thou not hearken ? 

Aj, Already thy words have been too many, 

Te, I am afraid, O prince! 

Aj, {To the Attendants), Close the doors, I say, this 
instant! 

Te, For the gods’ love, be softened I 

Aj, ’Tis a foolish hope, methinks, if thou wouldst 
begin now to school my temper. 

AJAX is shut into the tent. Exit tecmessa with 

EURYSACES. 

Chorus 

O fimous Salamis, thou, I ween, hast thy happy 
seat among the waves that lash thy shore, the joy of 
all men’s eyes for ever; but 1, hapless, have long 
been tarrying here, still making my couch, through 
countless months, in the camp on the fields of Ida, 
worn by time, and darkly looking for the day when 
I shall ^ss to Hades, the abhorred, the unseen. 


And now I must wrestle with a new grief, woe is 
me 1— the incurable malady of Ajax, visited by a 
heaven-sent frenzy; whom in a bygone day thou 
sen test forth from thee, mighty in bold war; but 
now, a changed man who nurses lonely thoughts, he 
hath been found a heavy sorrow to his friends. And 
the former deeds of his hands, deeds of prowess su- 
preme, have fallen dead, nor won aught of love from 
the loveless, the miserable Atreidae. 

Surely his mother, full of years and white with 
eld, will uplift a voice of wailing when she hears 
that he hath been stricken with the spirit’s ruin: 
not in the nightingale’s plaintive note will she utter 
her anguish: in shrill- toned strains the dirge will 
rise, with sound of hands that smite the breast, and 
with rending of hoary hair. 

Yes, better hid with Hades is he whom- vain fan- 
cies vex; he who by the lineage whence be springs 
is noblest of the war- tried Achaeans, yet n^ is true 
no more to the promptings of his inbred nature, but 
dwells with alien thoughts. 

Ah, hapless sire, how heavy a curse upon thy son 
doth it rest for thee to hear, a curse which never yet 
hath clung to any life of the Aeacidae save his! 

Enter ajax, with a sword in his hand, 
Aj, All things the long and countless years first 
draw from darkness, then bury from light; and there 
is nothing for which man may not look; the dread 
oath is vanquished, and the stubborn will. For even 
I, erst so wondrous firm— yea, as iron hardened in 
the dipping— felt the keen edge of my temper soft- 
ened by yon woman’s words; and I feel the pity of 
leaving her a widow with my foes, and the boy an 
orphan. 

But I will go to the bathing-place and the mea- 
dows by the shore, that in purging of my stains I 
may flee the heavy anger of the goddess. Then I will 
seek out some untrodden spot, and bury this sword, 
hatcfullest of weapons, in a hole dug where none 
shall see; no, let Night and Hades keep it under- 
ground I For since my hand took this gift from Hec- 
tor, my worst foe, to this hour I have had no good 
from the Greeks. Yes, men’s proverb is true: ''The 
gifts of enemies are no gifts^ and bring no good.” 

Therefore henceforth I shall know how to yield 
to the gods, and learn to revere the Atreidae. They 
are rulers, so we must submit. How else? Dread 
things and things most potent bow to office; thus it 
is that snow-strewn winter gives place to fruitful 
summer; and thus night’s weary round makes room 
for day with her white steeds to kindle light; and 
the breath of dreadful winds can allow the groaning 
sea to slumber; and, like the rest, almighty Sleep 
looses whom he has bound, nor holds with a perpet- 
ual grasp. 

And we— must we not learn discretion ? I, at least, 
will learn it; for 1 am newly aware that our enemy is 
to be hated but as one who will hereafter be a friend; 
and towards a friend 1 would wish but thus far to 
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show aid and service^ as knowing that he will not 
always abide. For to most men the haven of friend- 
ship is false. 

But concerning these things it will be well. Wo- 
man, go thou within, and pray to the gods that in 
all fulness the desires of my heart may be fulfilled. 
And ye, my friends— honour ye these my wishes 
even as she doth; and bid Teucer, when he comes, 
have care for me, and good-will towards you withal. 
For I will go whither I must pass; but do ye what I 
bid; and ere long, perchance, though now I suffer, 
ye will hear that I have found peace. Exit ajax. 

Ch, I thrill with rapture, I soar on the wings of 
sudden joy! O Pan, O Pan, appear to us, O Pan, 
roving o’er the sea, from the craggy ridge of snow- 
beaten Cyllend, king who makest dances for the 
gods, that with me thou mayest move blithely in 
the measures that none hath taught thee, the mea- 
sures of Nysa and of Cnosus! For now am I fain to 
dance. And may Apollo, lord of Delos, come over 
the Icarian waters to be with me, in presence mani- 
fest and spirit ever kind I 

The destroying god hath lifted the cloud of dread 
trouble from our eyes. Joy, joy! Now, once again, 
now, O Zeus, can the pure brightness of good days 
come to the swift sea-cleaving ships; since Ajax again 
forgets his trouble, and hath turned to perform the 
law of the gods with all due rites, in perfectness of 
loyal worship. 

The strong years make all things fade; nor would 
I say that aught was too strange for belief, when 
thus, beyond our hopes, Ajax hath been led to re- 
pent of his wrath against the Atrcidae, and his dread 
feuds. 

F/ 2 /ct MESSENGER ftom the GreeJ^^camp, 

Messenger. Friends, I would first tell you this — 
Teucer is but now returned from the Mysian heights; 
he hath come to the generals’ quarters in mid camp, 
and is being reviled by all the Greeks at once. They 
knew him from afar as he drew near, gathered around 
him, and then assailed him with taunts from this 
side and from that, every man of them, calling him 
“that kinsman of the maniac, of the plotter against 
the host,” saying that he should not save himself 
from being mangled to death by stoning. And so 
they had come to this, that swords plucked from 
sheaths were drawn in men’s hands; then the strife, 
when it had run well-nigh to the furthest, was al- 
layed by the soothing words of elders. But where 
shall I find Ajax, to tell him this? He whom most it 
touches must hear all the talc. 

Ch. He is not within; he hath gone forth but now; 
for he hath yoked a new purpose to his new mood. 

Me. Alas! Alas! Too late, then, was he who sent 
me on this errand— or I have proved a laggard. 

Ch. And what urgent business hath been scanted 
here? 

Me. Teucer enjoined that the man should not go 
forth from the house, until he himself should come. 

Ch. Well, he is gone, I tell thee— intent on the 
purpose that is best for him— to make his peace with 
the gods. 


Me. These are the words of wild folly, if there is 
wisdom in the prophecy of Calchas. 

Ch. What doth he prophesy ? And what knowledge 
of this matter dost thou bring ? 

Me. Thus much I know— for I was present. Leav- 
ing the circle of chiefs who sat in council, Calchas 
drew apart from the Atreidae: then he put his right 
hand with all kindness in the hand of Teucer, and 
straitly charged him that, by all means in his power, 
he should keep Ajax within the house for this day 
that now is shining on us, and suffer him not to go 
abroad— if he wished ever to behold him alive. This 
day alone will the wrath of divine Athena vex him 
—so ran the warning. 

“Yea,” said the seer, “lives that have waxed too 
proud, and avail for good no more, are struck down 
by heavy misfortunes from the gods, as often as one 
born to man’s estate forgets it in thoughts too high 
for man. But Ajax, even at his first going forth from 
home, was found foolish, when his sire spake well. 
His father said unto him: ‘My son, seek victory in 
arms, but seek it ever with the help of heaven.* 
Then haughtily and foolishly he answered: ‘Father, 
with the help of gods e’en a man of nought might 
win the mastery; but I, even without their aid, trust 
to bring that glory within my grasp.’ So proud was 
his vaunt. Then once again, in answer to divine 
Athena— when she was urging him onward and bid- 
ding him turn a deadly hand upon his foes— in that 
hour he uttered a speech too dread for mortal lips; 
‘Queen, stand thou beside the other Greeks; where 
Ajax stands, battle will never break our line.’ By 
such words it was that he brought upon him the ap- 
palling anger of the goddess, since his thoughts were 
too great tor man. But if he lives this day, perchance 
with the god’s help we may find means to save him.” 

Thus far the seer: and Teucer had no sooner risen 
from where they sat than he sent me with these man- 
dates for thy guidance. But if we have been foiled, 
that man lives not, or Calchas is no prophet. 

Ch. Hapless Teemessa, born to misery, come forth 
and see what tidings yon man tells; this peril touches 
us too closely for our peace. 

Enter tecmessa. 

Te. Why do ye break my rest again, ah me, when 
I had but just found peace from relentless woes? 

Ch. Hearken to yon man, and the tidings of Ajax 
that he hath brought us, to my grief. 

Te. Alas, what sayest thou, man ? Arc we undone ? 

Me. I know not of thy fortune, but only that, if 
Ajax is abroad, my mind is ill at ease for him. 

Te. He is abroad indeed, so that 1 am in anguish 
to know thy meaning. 

Me. Teucer straitly commands that ye keep Ajax 
under shelter of the roof, and suffer him not to go 
forth alone. 

Te. And where is Teucer, and wherefore speaks 
he thus? 

Me. He hath but now returned; and forbodes that 
this going forth is fraught with death to Ajax. 

Te. Unhappy me! from whom can he have learned 
this? 
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MCf From Thestor's son, the seer, this day-^when thy race kindred to minel And ye, springs and rivers 

the issue is one of life or death for Ajax. of this land— -and ye plains of Troy, I greet you also 

Te» Ah me, my friends, protect me from the doom —farewell, ye who have cherished my life! This is 

threatened by fate! Speed, some of you, to hasten the last word that Ajax sjpeaks to you: henceforth 

Teucer’s coming ; let others go to the westward bays, he will speak in Hades with the dead, 
and others to the eastward, and seek the man*s ill- ajax falls upon his sword, 

omened steps. I see now that I have been deceived The chorus re-enters^ in two bands, 

by mv lord, and cast out of the favour that once 1 First Semi-Chorus, Toil follows toil, and brings but 
found with him. Ah me, my child, what shall I doP toil) Where, where have my steps not been? And 

We must not sit idle; nay, 1 too will go as far as I still no place is conscious of a secret that 1 share, 

have strength. Away— let us be quick— *tis no time Hark— a sudden noise! 

to rest, if we would save a man who is in haste to die. Second Semi- Chorus, *Tis we, the shipmates of your 
Ch, I am ready, and will show it in more than voyage, 
word ; speed of act and foot shall go therewith. Semi-Ch 1. How goes it ? 

{The scene changes to a lonely place on the shore of the Semi-Ch. II. All the westward side of the ships hath 

Hellespont y with underwood or bushes.) been paced. 

Enter ajax. Semi-Ch. I, Well, hast thou found aught? 

Aj, The slayer stands so that he shall do his work Semi-Ch. II. Only much toil, and nothing more to 

most surely— if leisure serves for so much thought— see. I 

the gift of Hector, that foeman-friend who was most Semi-Ch. I. And clearly the man hath not been 
hateful to my soul and to my sight; *tis fixed in hos- seen either along the patn that fronts thefnorning 

tile soil, the land of Troy, with a new edge from the ray. 

iron-biting whet; and I have planted it with heedful Ch. O for tidings from some toiling fisher, busy 

care, so tl^t it should prove most kindly to me in a about his sleepless quest, or from some nymph of 

speedy death. the Olympian heights, or of the streams that flow 

Thus on my part all is ready; and next be thou, toward Bosporus— if anywhere such hath seen the 

O Zeus- as is meet- the first to aid me: *tis no large man of fierce spirit roaming! Tis hard that I, the 

boon that I will crave. Send, I pray thee, some mes- wanderer who have toiled so long, cannot come near 

senger with the ill news to Teucer, that he may be him with prospered course, but fail to descry where 

the first to raise me where I have fallen on this reek- the sick man is. 

ing sword, lest I be first espied by some enemy, and Enter tecmessa. 

cast forth a prey to dogs and birds. For thus much, Te. Ah me, ah me! 

0 Zeus, I entreat thee; and I call also on Hermes, Ch. Whose cry broke from the covert of the wood 

guide to the nether world, that he lay me softly near us? 

asleep, without a struggle, at one quick bound, when Te, Ah, miserable ! 

1 have driven this sword into my side, Ch. I see the spear-won bride, hapless Tecmessa: 

And I call for help to the maidens who live for her soul is steeped in the anguish of that wail, 
ever, and ever look on all the woes of men, the Te. I am lost, undone, left desolate, my friends! 

dread, far-striding Furies; let them mark how my Ch, What ails thee? 

miserable life is blasted by the Atreidae. And may Tr.Hereliesour Ajax, newly slain— a sword buried 

they overtake those evil men with doom most evU and sheathed in his corpse. 

and with utter blight [even as they behold me fall Ch. Alas for my hopes of return! Ah, prince, thou 
self-slain, so, slain by kinsfolk, may those men perish hast slain me, the comrade of thy voyage! Hapless 
at the hand of their best-loved offspring]. Come, ye man— broken-hearted woman! 

swift and vengeful Furies, glut your wrath on all Te. Even thus is it with him: *tis ours to wail, 
the host, and spare not! Ch. By whose hand, then, can the wretched man 

And thou whose chariot- wheels climb the heights have done the deed ? 

of heaven, thou Sun-god, when thou lookest on the Te. By his own; *tis well seen: this sword, which 

land of my sires, draw in thy rein overspread with he planted in the ground, and on which he fell, con- 
gold, and tell my disasters and my death to mine victs him. 

aged father and to the hapless woman who reared Ch. Alas for my blind folly, aU alone, then, thou 
me. Poor mother! I think, when she hears those tid- hast fallen in blood, unwatched of friends! And I 

ings, her loud wail will ring through all the city, took no heed, so dull was I, so witless! Where, where 

But it avaib not to make idle moan: now for the lies Ajax, that wayward one, of ill-boding name? 
deed, as quickly as I may. Te, No eye shall look on him : nay, In this enfold- 

O Death, Death, come now and look upon me! ing robe I will shroud him wholly; for no man who 
Nay, to thee will I speak in that other world also, loved him could bear to see him, as up to nostril and 

when I am with thee. But thee, thou present beam forth from red gash he spirts the clarkened Uood 

of the bright day, and the Sun in his chariot, I ac- from the self-dealt wound. Ah me, what shall 1 do? 

dost for the last, last time— as never more hereafter. What friend shall lift thee in his arms? Where is 

O sunlight! O sacred soil of mine own Salamis, firm Teucer ? How timely would be his arrival, might he 

seat of my father’s hearth! O famous Athens, and but come, to compose the corpse of this his brother! 
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Ah« hapless Ajax, from what height frUen how low! 

How worthy, even in the sight of iocs, to be mourned I 

Ch. Thou wast hi ted, hapless one, thou wast fated, 
then, with that unbending soul, at last to work out 
an evil doom of woes untold! Such was the omen of 
those complainings which by night and by day I 
heard thee utter in thy fierce mood, bitter against 
the Atrcidae with a deadly passion. Aye, that time 
was a potent source of sorrows, when the golden 
arms were made the prize in a contest of prowess I 

Tff. Woe, woe is me! 

Ch, The anguish pierces, I know, to thy true heart. 

Tip. Woe, woe is me! 

Ch, 1 marvel not, lady, that thou shouldst wail, 
and wail again, who hast lately been bereft of one 
so loved. 

Tp. Tis for thee to conjecture of these things— 
for me, to feel them but too sorely. 

CA. Yea, even so. 

Te, Alas, my child, to what a yoke of bondage are 
we coming, seeing what task>masters are set over 
thee and mel 

Ch, Oh, the two Atreidae would be ruthless— 
those deeds of theirs would be unspeakable, which 
thou names! in hinting at such a woe! But may the 
gods avert it! 

7>. Never had these things stood thus, save by 
the will of the gods. 

Ch. Yea, they have laid on us a burden too heavy 
to be borne. 

Te. Yet such the woe that the daughter of Zeus, 
the dread goddess, engenders for Odysseus’ sake. 

Ch, Doubtless, the patient hero exults in his dark 
soul, and mocks with keen mockery at these sorrows 
born of frenzy. Alas! And with him, when they hear 
the tidings, laugh the royal brothers, the Atrcidae. 

Te, Then let them mock, and exult in this man’s 
woes. Perchance, though they missed him not while 
he lived, they will bewail him dead, in the straits of 
warfare, llh judging men know not the good that 
was in their nands, till they have lost it. To my pain 
hath he died more than for their joy, and to his own 
content. All that he yearned to win hath he made 
his own— the death for jvhich he longed. Over this 
man, then, wherefore should they triumph? His 
death concerns the gods, not them— no, verily. Then 
let Odysseus revel in empty taunts. Ajax is for them 
no more: to me he hath left anguish and mourning— 
and is gone. 

TeuceVy (approaching) Woe, woe is me! 

Ch, Hush— methinks I hear the voice of Tcuccr, 
raised in a strain that hath regard to this dire woe. 

Enter teucer. 

Tp«. Beloved Ajax, brother whose face was so 
dear to me— hast thou indeed fared as rumour 
holds? 

Ch. He hath perished, Tcuccr: of that be sure. 

Teu, Woe is me, then, for my heavy fatcl 
Ch. Know that thus it stands— 

Teu, Hapless, hapless that I am! 

€k* And thou hast cause to mourn. 

, Teu, O fierce and sadden blow! 


Ch, Tbou sayest but too truly, Tcuccr. 

Teu, Ay me!— But tell me of yon man’s child— 
where shall 1 find him in the land of Troy ? 

Ch, Alone, by the tent. 

Teu, (To TECMEssA.) Then bring him hither with 
all speed, lest some foeman snatch him up, as a whelp 
from a lioness forlorn! Away— haste — bear help! *Tis 
all men’s wont to triumph o’er the dead, when they 
lie low. Exit tecmessa. 

Ch, Yea, while he yet lived, Tcuccr, yon man 
charged thee to have care for the child, even as thou 
hast care indeed. 

Teu. O sight most grievous to me of all that ever 
mine eyes have beheld! O bitter to my heart above 
all paths that I have trod, the path that now hath 
led me hither, when I learned thy fate, ah best>loved 
Ajax, as I was pursuing and tracking out thy foot- 
steps! For a swift rumour about thee, as from some 
god, passed through the Greek host, telling that 
thou wast dead and gone. 1 heard it, ah me, while 
yet far off, and groaned low; but now the sight 
breaks my heart! 

Come — lift the covering, and let me sec the worst. 
(The corpse of ajax is uncovered.) 

O thou form dread to look on, wherein dwelt 
such cruel courage, what sorrows hast thou sown for 
mein thy death! 

Whither can I betake me, to what people, after 
bringing thee no succour in thy troubles? Telamon, 
methinks thy sire and mine, is like to greet me with 
sunny free and gracious mien, when 1 come without 
thee. Aye, surely— he who, even when good fortune 
befalls him, is not wont to smile more brightly than 
before. 

What will such an one keep back? What taunt 
will he not utter against the bastard begotten from 
the war-prize of his spear, against him who betrayed 
thee, beloved Ajax, like a coward and a craven— or 
by guile, that, when thou wast dead, he might en- 
joy thy lordship and thy house? So will he speak — 
a passionate man, peevish in old age, whose wrath 
makes strife even without a cause. And in the end I 
shall be thrust from the realm, and cast off— branded 
by his taunts as no more a freeman but a slave. 

Such is my prospect at home; while at Troy I 
have many foes, and few things to help me. All this 
have 1 reaped by thy death! Ah me, what shall Ido? 
how draw thee, hapless one, from the cruel point of 
this gleaming sword, the slayer, it seems, to whom 
thou hast yielded up thy breath? Now scest thou 
how Hector, though dead, was to destroy thee at 
the last ? 

Consider, 1 pray you, the fortune of these two 
men. With the very girdle that had been given to 
him by Ajax, Hector was gripped to the chariot-^ 
rail, and mangled till he gave up the ghost. ’Twas 
from Hector that Ajax had this gift, and by this 
hath he perished in nis deadly fall. Was it not the 
Fury who forged this blade, was not that girdle 
wrought by Hades, grim artificer? I, at least, would 
deem that these thin^, and all thingsever, areplanned 
by gods for men; but if there to any in whose 
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mind this wins no favour, let him hold to his own 
thoughts, as I hold to mine. 

Ch, Speak not at length, but think how thou 
shalt lay the man in the tomb, and what thou wilt 
say anon: for I see a foe, and perchance he will come 
with mocking of our sorrows, as evil-doers use. 

Teu, And what man of the host dost thou behold ? 

Ch. Menelaiis, for whom we made this voyage. 

Teu. I see him; he is not hard to know, when near. 

Enter menelaus. 

Menelaiis. Sirrah, I tell thee to bear no hand in 
raising yon corpse, but to leave it where it lies. 

Teu. Wherefore hast thou spent thy breath in 
such proud words? 

Me. *Tis my pleasure, and his who rules the 
host. 

Teu. And might we hear what reason thou pre- 
tendest ? 

Me. This—that, when we had hoped we were 
bringing him from home to be an ally and a friend 
for the Greeks, we found him, on trial, a worse than 
Phrygian foe; who plotted death for all the host, 
and sallied by night against us, to slay with the 
spear; and, if some god had not quenched this at- 
tempt, ours would have been the lot which he hath 
found, to lie sbin by an ignoble doom, while he 
would have been living. But now a god hath turned 
his outrage aside, to fall on sheep and cattle. 

Wherefore there is no man so powerful that he 
shall entomb the corpse of Ajax; no, he shall be cast 
forth somewhere on the yellow sand, and become 
food for the birds by the sea. Then raise no storm of 
angry threats. If we were not able to control him 
while he lived, at least we shall rule him in death, 
whether thou wilt or not, and control him with our 
hands; since, while he lived, there never was a time 
when he would hearken to my words. 

Yet *tis the sign of an unworthy nature when a 
subject deigns not to obey those who are set over 
him. Never can the laws have prosperous course in a 
city where dread hath no place; nor can a camp be 
ruled discreetly any more, if it lack the guarding 
force of fear and reverence. Nay, though a man’s 
frame have waxed mighty, he should look to fall, 
perchance, by a light blow. Whoso hath fear, and 
shame therewith, be sure that he is safe; but where 
there is licence to insult and act at will, doubt not 
that such a State, though favouring gales have sped 
her, some day, at last, sinks into the depths. 

No, let me sec fear, too, where fear is meet, estab- 
lished; let us not dream that we can do after our 
desires, without paying the price in our pains. These 
things come by turns. This man was once hot and 
insolent; now *tis my hour to be haughty. And I 
warn thee not to bury him, lest through that deed 
thou thyself shouldst come to need a grave. 

Ch. Menelaiis, after laying dowm wise precepts, 
do not thyself be guilty of outrage on the dead. 

Teu. Never, friends, shall I w'onder more if a low- 
born man offends after his kind, when they who are 
accounted of noble blood allow such scandalous 
words to pass their lips. 
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Come, tell me from the first once morc—Sayest 
thou that thou broughtest the man hither to the 
Greeks, as an ally found by thee} Sailed he not forth 
of his own act—as his own master ? What claim hast 
thou to be his chief? On what ground hast thou a 
right to kingship of the lieges whom he brought 
from home? As Sparta’s king thou earnest, not as 
master over us. Nowhere was it laid down among 
thy lawful powers that thou shouldst dictate to him, 
any more than he to thee. Under the command of 
others didst thou sail hither, not as chief of all, so 
that thou shouldst ever be captain over Ajax. 

No, lord it over them whose lord thou art, lash 
them with thy proud words; but this man will I lay 
duly in the grave, though thou forbid it— -aye, or 
thy brother-chief— nor shall I tremble at thy word. 
’Tvvas not for thy wife’s sake that Ajax game unto 
the war, like yon toil-worn drudges— no, but for the 
oath’s sake that bound him— no whit fori thine; he 
was not wont to reck of nobodies. So, when thou 
comest again, bring more heralds, and the, Captain 
of the host; at thy noise I would not turn my head, 
while thou art the man that thou art now. 

Ch. Such speech again, in the midst of ills, I love 
not; for harsh words, how just soever, sting. 

Me. The bowman, methinks, hath no little pride. 

Teu. Even so; ’tis no sordid craft that I profess. 

Me. How thou wouldst boast, wert thou given a 
shield! 

Teu. Without a shield, I were a match for ihcc 
full-armed. 

Me. How dreadful the courage that inspires thy 
tongue! 

Teu. When right is with him, a man’s spirit may 
be high. 

Me. Is it right that this my murderer should have 
honour ? 

Teu. Murderer? A marvel truly, if, though slain, 
thou livest. 

Me. A god rescued me: in yon man’s purpose, I 
am dead. 

Teu. The gods have saved thee; then dishonour 
not the gods. 

Me. What, would / disparage the laws of Heaven? 

Teu. If thou art here to forbid the burying of the 
dead. 

Me. Yea, of my country’s foes: for it is not meet. 

Teu. Did Ajax e’er confront thee as public foe? 

Me. There was hate betwixt us; thou, too, knew- 
cst this. 

Teu. Yea, ’twas found that thou hadst suborned 
votes, to rob him. 

Me. At the hands of the judges, not at mine, he 
had that fall. 

Teu. Thou couldst put a fair face on many a fur- 
tive villainy. 

Me. That saying tends to pain —I know, for 
whom. 

Teu. Not greater pain, methinks, than we shall 
inflict. 

Me. Hear my last word— that man must not be 
buried. 
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Tm. And hear my answer— he shall be buried 
forthwith. 

Me. Once did I see a man bold of tongue, who 
had urged sailors to a voyage in time of storm, in 
whom thou wouldst have found no voice when the 
stress of the tempest was upon him, but, hidden 
beneath his cloak, he would suffer the crew to 
trample on him at will. And so with thee and thy 
fierce speech— perchance a great tempest, though 
its breath come from a little cloud, shall quench thy 
blustering. 

Teu. Yea, and I have seen a man full of folly, who 
triumphed in his neighbour’s woes; and it came to 
pass that a man like unto me, and of like mood, be- 
held him, and spake such words as these: “Man, do 
not evil to the dead ; for, if thou dost, be sure that 
ihou wilt come to harm.” So warned he the mis- 
guided one before him; and know that I see that 
man, and methinks he is none else but thou: have 
1 spoken in riddles? 

Me. I will go: it were a disgrace to have it known 
that I was chiding when I have the power to com- 
pel. 

Teu. Begone then! For me *tis the worse disgrace 
that I should listen to a fool’s idle prate. 

Exit MENELAUS. 

Ch. A dread strife will be brought to the trial. But 
thou, Tcucer, with what speed thou mayest, haste 
to seek a hollow grave for yon man, where he shall 
rest in his dark, dank tomb, that men shall ever hold 
in fame. 

Enter trcmessa and Child. 

Teu. Lo, just in time our lord’s child and his wife 
draw nigh, to tend the burial of the hapless 
corpse. 

My child, come hither: take thy place near him, 
and lay thy hand, as a suppliant, upon thy sire. And 
kneel as one who implores help, with locks of hair in 
thy hand— mine, hers, and thirdly thine— the sup- 
pliant’s store. But if any man of the host should tear 
thee by violence from this dead, then, for evil doom 
on evil deed, may he perish out of the land and find 
no grave, and with him be his race cut off, root and 
branch, even as I sever this lock. Take it, boy, and 
keep; and let no one move thee, but kneel there, 
and cling unto the dead. 

And ye, be not as women at his side, but bear you 
like men for his defence, till I return, when I have 
prepared a grave for this man, though all the world 
forbid. 

Exit TUECER. 

Chorus 

When, ah when, will the number of the restless 
years be full, at what term will they cease, that 
bring on me the unending woe of a warrior’s toils 
throughout the wide land of Troy, for the sorrow 
and the shame of Greece ? 

Would that the man had passed into the depths 
of the sky, or to all-receiving Hades, who taught 
Greeks how to league themselves for war in hateful 


arms! Ah, those toils of his, from which so many 
toils have sprung! Yea, he it was who wrought the 
ruin of men. 

No delight of garlands or bounteous wine-cups 
did that man give me for my portion, no sweet 
music of flutes, the wretch, or soothing rest in the 
night; and from love, alas, from love he hath di- 
vorced my days. 

And here I have my couch, uncared for, while 
heavy dews ever wet my hair, lest 1 should forget 
that i am in the cheerless land of Troy. 

Erewhilc, bolil Ajax wasalway my defence against 
nightly terror and the darts of the foe; but now he 
hath become the sacrifice of a malignant fate. What 
joy, then, what joy shall crown me more? 

O to be wafted where the wooded sea-cape stands 
upon the laving sea, O to pass beneath Sunium’s 
level summit, that so we might greet sacred Athcnsl 

Enter followed by agamemnon. 

Teu. Lo, I am come in haste, for I saw the Cap- 
tain of the host, Agamemnon, moving hither apace; 
and I wot he will not bridle pervejrse lips. 

Agamemnon. So ’tis thou, they tell me, who hast 
dared to open thy mouth with such blustering 
against us— and hast yet to smart for it ? Yea, I 
mc;m thee— thee, the captive woman’s son. Belike, 
hadst thou been bred of well-born mother, lofty 
had been thy vaunt and proud thy strut, when, 
nought as thou art, thou hast stood up for him who 
is as nought, and hast vowed that we came out with 
no title on sea or land to rule the Greeks or thee; 
no, as chief in his own right, thou sayest, sailed Ajax 
forth. 

Are not these presumptuous taunts for us to hear 
from slaves? What was the man whom thou vaunt- 
est with such loud arrogance? Whither went he, or 
where stood he, where I was not ? Have the Greeks, 
then, no other men but him ? Methinks we shall rue 
that day when we called the Greeks to contest the 
arms of Achilles, if, whatever the issue, we are to be 
denounced as false by Tcucer, and if ye never will 
consent, though defeated, to accept that doom for 
which most judges gave their voice, but must ever 
assail us somewhere with revilings, or stab us in the 
dark— ye, the losers in the race. 

Now , where such ways prevail, no law could ever 
be firmly sta Wished, if we are to thrust the rightful 
winners aside, and bring the rearmost to the front. 
Nay, this must be checked, ’Tis not the burly, 
broad-shouldered men that are surest at need; no, 
*tis the wise who prevail in every field. A large- 
ribbed ox is yet kept straight on the road by a small 
whip. And this remedy, methinks, will visit thee ere 
long, if thou fail to gain some measure of wisdom; 
thou who, when the man lives no more, but is now 
a shade, art so boldly insolent, and givest such li- 
cence to thy tongue. Sober thyself, I say; recall thy 
birth; bring hither some one else— a freeborn man— 
who shall plead thy cause for thee before us. When 
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thou speakest, I can take the sense no more; I under- Ag. Nay, King Odysseus, have we not been hear- 

stand not thy barbarian speech. ing but now most shameful taunts from yonder 

Ck Would that ye both could learn the wisdom man ? 
of a temperate mind! No better counsel could I give Od, How was that? I can pardon a man who is 
you twain. reviled if he engage in wordy war. 

Teu, Ah, gratitude to the dead—in what quick Ag, 1 had reviled him; for his deeds toward me 
sort it falls away from men and is found a traitor, if were vile. 

this man hath no longer the slightest tribute of Od, And what did he unto thee, that thou hast 
remembrance for thee, Ajax— he for whom thou a wrong? 

didst toil so often, putting thine own life to the Ag, He says that he will not leave yon corpse un- 
peril of the spear! No— ’tis all forgotten, all flung graced by sepulture, but will bury it in my despite, 
aside! Od. Now may a friend speak out the truth, and 

Man, who but now hast spoken many words and still, as ever, ply his oar in time with thine? 
vain, hast thou no more memory of the time when Ag. Speak: else were I less than sane; for I count 
ye were shut within your lines— when ye were as thee my greatest friend of all the Greeks, 
lost in the turning back of your battle— and he Od. Listen, then. For the love of the gods, take 
came alone and saved you — when the flames were not the he^st to cast forth this man uqburied so 

already wrapping the decks at your ships' stern, and ruthlessly; and in no wise let violence pibvail with 

Hector was binding high over the trench towards thee to hate so utterly that thou shouldeit trample 

the vessels? Who avert^ that? Were these deeds justice under foot. \ 

not his, who, thou sayest, nowhere set foot where To me also this man was once the worst toe in the 
Jthou wast not? army, from the day that I became master of the 

Would ye allow that he did his duty there? Or arms of Achilles; yet, for all that he was such to- 

when, another time, all alone, he confronted Hector ward me, never would I requite him with indignity, 

in single fight— not at any man's bidding, but by or refuse to avow that, in all our Greek host which 

right of ballot, for the lot which he cast in was not came to Troy, I have seen none who was his peer, 
one to skulk behind, no lump of moist earth, but save Achilles. It were not just, then, that he should 

such as would be the first to leap lightly from the suffer dishonour at thy hand; 'tis not he, 'tis the 

crested helm! His were these deeds, and at his side law of Heaven that thou wouldst hurt. When a 

was I— the slave, the son of the barbarian mother, brave man is dead, *tis not right to do him scathe— 

Wretch, how canst thou be so blind as to rail no, not even if thou hate him. 

thus? Knowst thou not that thy sire's sire was Ag. Thou, Odysseus, thus his champion against 
Pelops of old —a barbarian, a Phrygian ? That A treus, me ? 

who begat thee, set before his orother a most im« Od. I am; yet hated him, when 1 could honour- 
pious feast- the flesh of that brother’s children? ably hate. 

And thou thyself wert born of a Cretan mother, Ag. And shouldst thou not also set thy heel on 
with whom her sire found a paramour, and doomed him in death ? 

her to be food for the dumb fishes? Being such, Od. Delight not, son of Atreus, in gains which 
makest thou his origin a reproach to such as I am? sully honour. 

The fother from whom I sprang is Telamon, who, Ag. 'Tis not easy for a king to observe piety, 

as prize for valour peerless in the host, won my Od. But he can show respect to his friends, when 

mother for his bride, by birth a princess, daughter they counsel well. 

of Laomedon; and as the flower of the spoil was she Ag. A loyal man should hearken to the rulers, 
given to Telamon by Alcmena’s son. Od. Enough: the victory is thine, when thou 

Thtis nobly born from two noble parents, could I yicldest to thy friends, 

disgrace my kinsman, whom, now that such sore ills Ag. Remember to what a man thou showest the 

have laid him low, thou wouldst thrust forth with- grace 

out burial— yea, and art not ashamed to say it? Od, Yon man was erst my foe, yet noble. 

Now be thou sure of this— wheresoever ye cast this Ae. What canst thou mean ? Such reverence for a 

man, with him ye will cast forth our three corpses dead foe? _ 

also. It beseems me to die in his cause, before all Od. His worth weighs with me far more than his 
men's eyes, rather than for thy wife— or thy broth- enmity, 

cr's, should I say? Be prudent, therefore, not for Ag. Nay, such as thou arc the unstable among 
my sake, but for thine own also; for, if thou harm men. 

me, thou wilt wish anon that thou hadst been a very Od. Full many are friends at one time, axid foes 

coward, ere thy rashness had been wreaked on me. anon. 

Enter odysseus. Ag. Dost thou approve, then, of our making such 
Ch, King Odysseus, know that thou hast come in friends ? 
season^ if thou art here, not to embroil, but to me- Od. 'Tis not my wont to approve a stubborn souL 
diate. Ag. Thou wilt make us appear cowards this day. 

^ What ails you, friends? Far off I heard loud Od. Not so, but just men in the sight of all the 
speech of the Atreidae over this brave man's corpse. Greeks. 
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Ag. So thou wouldst have me allow the burying 
of the dead? 

Od. Yea: for I too shall come to that need. 

Ag. Truly in all things alike each man works for 
himself! 

Od. And for whom should 1 work rather than for 
myself! 

Ag. It must be called thy doing, then, not mine. 

Od. Call it whose thou wilt, in any case thou wilt 
be kind. 

Ag. Nay, be well assured that 1 would grant thee 
a larger boon than this; yon man, however, as on 
earth, so in the shades, shall have my hatred. But 
thou canst do what thou wilt. 

Exit AGAMEMNOK. 

Ch. Whoso saith, Odysseus, that thou hast not 
inborn wisdom, being such as thou art, that man is 
foolish. 

Od. Yea, and I tell Teucer now that henceforth 
1 am ready to be his friend — as staunch as 1 was once 
a foe. And I would join in the burying of your dead, 
and partake your cares, and omit no service which 
mortals should render to the noblest among men. 

Teu. Noble Odysseus, I have only praise to give 
thee for thy words; and greatly hast thou belied my 
fears. Thou wast his deadliest foe of all the Greeks, 
yet thou alone hast stood by him with active aid; 
thou hast found no heart, in this presence, to heap 
the insults of the living on the dead —like yon 
crazed chief that came, he and his brother, and 
would have cast forth the outraged corpse without 
burial. Therefore may the Father supreme in the 


heaven above us, and the remembering Fury, and 
Justice that brings the end, destroy those evil men 
with evil doom, even as they sought to cast forth 
this man with unmerited despite. 

But, son of aged Laertes, I scruple to admit thy 
helping hand in these funeral rites, lest so 1 do dis- 
pleasure to the dead; in all else be thou indeed our 
fellow-worker; and if thou wouldst bring any man 
of the host, we shall make thee welcome. For the 
rest, 1 will make all things ready; and know that to 
us thou hast been a generous friend. 

Od. It was my wish; but if it is not pleasing to 
thee that 1 should assist here, I accept thy decision, 
and depart. 

Exit ODYSSEUS. 

Teu. Enough: already the delay hath been long 
drawn out. Come, haste some of you to dig the hol- 
low grave; place, some, the high-set caldron girt 
with fire, in readiness for holy ablution; and let 
another band bring the body-armour from the 
tent. 

And thou, too, child, with such strength as thou 
hast, lay a loving hand upon thy sire, and help me 
to uplift this prostrate form; for still the warm chan- 
nels are spouting upward their dark tide. 

Come, each one here who owns the name of friend, 
haste, away, in service to this man of perfect prow- 
ess; and never yet was service renderra to a nobler 
among men. 

Ck. Many things shall mortals learn by seeing; 
but, before he sees, no man may read the future, or 
his fate. 


AJAX 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Orestes, son of Agamemnon and Clytaemnestra 

Electra ( . - ^ 

^ sisters of Orestes 

Chrvsothemis 1 

Paedagogus, an old man, formerly 
the attendant of Orestes 
Clytaemnestra 
Aegisthus 

Chorus of Women of Mycenae ♦ 

Mute: Pylades, son of Strophius, l^ing of Crisa, the friend of Orestes; A handmaid 
of Clytaemnestra {v. 634); Two attendants of Orestes {y, 1123) 


At Mycenae, before the Palace of the Pelopidae. The 
paedagogus enteis, on the left of the spectators, ac- 
tompanied by the two youths, ores i es and pylades. 

Paedagogus. Son of him who led our hosts at Troy 
of old, son of Agamemnon— now thou maycst be- 
hold with thine eyes all that thy soul hath desired 
so long. There is the ancient Argos of thy yearning 
—that hallowed scene whence the gad-fly drove the 
daughter of Inachus; and there, Orestes, is the Ly- 
cean Agora, named from the wolf-slaying god; there, 
on the left, Hera’s famous temple; and in this place 
to which we have come, deem that thou scest My- 
cenae rich in gold, with the house of the Pelopidae 
there, so often stained with bloodshed; whence I 
carried thee of yore, from the slaying of thy father, 
as thy kinswoman, thy sister, charged me; and saved 
thee, and reared thee up to manhcxxl, to be the 
avenger of thy murdered sire. 

Now, therefore, Orestes, and thou, best of friends, 
Pylades, our plans must be laid quickly; for lo, al- 
ready the sun’s bright ray is waking the songs of the 
birds into clearness, and the dark night of stars is 
spent. Before, then, anyone comes forth from the 
house, take counsel; seeing that the time allows not 
of delay, but is full ripe for deeds. 

Orestes. True friend and follower, how well dost 
thou prove thy loyalty to our house! As a steed of 
generous race, though old, loses not courage in dan- 
ger, but pricks his ear, even so thou urgest us for- 
ward, and art foremost in our support. I will tell 
thee, then, what I have determined; listen closely 
to my words, and correct me, if 1 miss the mark in 
aught. 

When I went to the Pythian oracle, to learn how 
I might avenge my father on his murderers, Phoe- 
bus gave me the response which thou art now to 
hear: that alone, and by stealth, without aid of arms 
or numbers, 1 should snatch the righteous vengeance 
of my hand. Since, then, the god spake to us on this 
wise, thou must go into yonder house, when oppor- 


tunity gives thee entrance, and learn all that is pass- 
ing there, so that thou mayest report to us from 
sure knowledge. 1‘hine age, and the lapse of time, 
will prevent them from recognising thee; they will 
never suspect who thou art, with that silvered hair. 
Let thy tale be that thou art a Phocian stranger, 
sSent by Phanoleus; for he is the greatest of their 
allies. Tell them, and confirm it with thine oath, that 
Orestes hath perished by a fatal chance, hurled, at 
the Pythian games, from his rapid chariot; be that 
the substance of thy story. 

We, meanwhile, u ill first crown my father’s tomb, 
as the god enjoined, with drink-offerings and the 
luxuriant tribute of severed hair; then come back, 
bearing in our hands an urn of shapely bronze— now 
hidden in the brushwood, as I think thou knowest — 
so to gladden them with the false tidings that this 
my body is no more, but has been consumed with 
fire and turned to ashes. Why should the omen trou- 
ble me, when by a feigned death I find life indeed, 
and win renown.? I trow, no word is ill-omened, if 
fraught with gain. Often ere now have I seen wise 
men die in vain report; then, when they return 
home, they are held in more abiding honour: as I 
trust that from this, rumour I also shall emerge in 
radiant life, and yet shine like a star upon my foes. 

O my fatherland, and ye gods of the land, receive 
me with good fortune in this journey— and ye also, 
halls of my fathers, for I come with a divine man- 
date to cleanse you righteously; send me not dis- 
honoured from the land, but grant that I may rule 
over my possessions, and restore my house! 

Enough; be it now thy care, old man, to go and 
heed thy task; and we twain will go forth; for so oc- 
casion bids, chief ruler of every enterprise for men. 

Electra {within). Ah me, ah me! 

Pae. Hark, my son— from the doors, methought, 
came the sound of some handmaid moaning within. 

Or. Can it be the hapless Electra ? Shall we stay 
here, and listen to her laments ? 

Pae. No, no: before all else, let us seek to obey the 
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command of Loxias, and thence make a fair begin- 
ning, by pouring libations to thy sire; that brings 
victory within our grasp, and gives us the mastery 
in all that we do. 

Exeunt paedagogus on the spectator's Irfu ores- 
TEs and PYLADEs on the right,— Enter electra, 
from the house. 

El. O thou pure sunlight, and thou air, earth’s 
canopy, how often have ye heard the strains of my 
lament, the wild blows dealt against this bleeding 
breast, when dark night fails! And my wretched 
couch in yonder house of woe knows well, ere now, 
how I keep the watches of the night, how often I be- 
wail my hapless sire; to whom deadly Ares gave not 
of his gifts in a strange land, but my mother, and 
her mate Aegisthus, cleft his head with murderous 
axe, as woodmen fell an oak. And for this no plaint 
bursts from any lip save mine, when thou, my father, 
hath died a death so cruel and so piteous! 

But ne\ er will I cease from dirge and sore lament, 
while I look on the trembling rays of the bright stars, 
or on this light of day; but like the nightingale, 
slayer of her offspring, I will wail without ceasing, 
and cry aloud to all, here, at the doors of my father. 

O home of Hades and Persephone! O Hermes of 
the shades! O potent Course, and ye, dread daughters 
of the gods, Erinyes — ye who behold when a life is 
reft by violence, when a bed is dishonoured by 
stealth— come, help me, avenge the murder of my 
sire, and send to me my brother; for I have no more 
the strength to bear up alone against the load of 
grief that weighs me down. 

Enter chorus of women of mycenae. The foU 
lowing lines between electra and the chorus 
are chanted responsively. 

Chorus. Ah, Electra, child of a wretched mother, 
why art thou ever pining thus in ceaseless lament 
for Agamemnon, who long ago was wickedly en- 
snared by thy false mother’s wiles, and betrayed to 
death by a dastardly hand ? Perish the author of that 
deed, if I may utter such a prayer! 

El. Ah, noble-hearted maidens, ye have come to 
soothe my woes. I know and feel it, it escapes me 
not; but I cannot leave this task undone, or cease 
from mourning for my hapless sire. Ah, friends whose 
love responds to mine in every mood, leave me to 
rave thus— oh leave me, I entreat you! 

Ch. But never by laments or prayers shalt thou 
recall thy sire from that lake of Hades to which all 
must pass. Nay, thine is a fatal course of grief, pass- 
ing ever from due bounds into a cureless sorrow; 
wherein there is no deliverance from evils. Say, 
wherefore art thou enamoured of misery } 

El. Foolish is the child who forgets a parent’s pite- 
ous death. No, dearer to my soul is the mourner that 
laments for Itys, Itys, evermore, that bird distraught 
with grief, the messenger of Zeus. Ah, queen of sor- 
row, Niobe, thee I deem divine— thee, who ever- 
more weepest in thy rocky tomb! 

Ch. Not to thee alone of mortals, my daughter, 
hath come any sorrow w'hich thou bcarcst less calmly 
than those within, thy kinswomen and sisters, Chry- 
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sothemis and Iphianassa, who still live, as he, too, 
lives, sorrowing in a secluded youth, yet happy in 
that this famous realm of Mycenae shall one day 
welcome him to his heritage, when the kindly guid- 
ance of Zeus shall have brought him to this land — 
Orestes. 

El. Yes, I wait for him with unwearied longing, 
as I move on my sad path from day to day, unwed 
and childless, bathed in tears, bearing that endless 
doom of woe; but he forgets all that he has suffered 
and heard. What message comes to me, that is not 
belied ? He is ever yearning to be with us, but, though 
he yearns, he never resolves. 

Ch. Courage, my daughter, courage; great still in 
heaven is Zeus, who sees and governs all: leave thy 
bitter quarrel to him; forget not thy foes, but re- 
frain from excess of wrath against them; for Time 
is a god who makes rough ways smooth. Not heed- 
less is the son of Agamemnon, who dwells by Crisa’s 
pastoral shore; not heedless is the god who reigns by 
Acheron. 

El. Nay, the best part of life hath passed away 
from me in hopelessness, and I have no strength left; 
I, who am pining away without children, whom no 
loving champion shields, but, like some despised 
alien, 1 serve in the halls of my father, clad in this 
mean garb, and standing at a meagre board. 

Ch. Piteous was the voice heard at his return, and 
piteous, as thy sire lay on the festal couch, when the 
straight, swift blow was dealt him with the blade of 
bronze. Guile was the plotter. Lust the slayer, dread 
parents of a dreadful shape; whether it was mortal 
that wrought therein, or god. 

El. O that bitter day, bitter beyond all that have 
come to me; O that night, O the horrors of that un- 
utterable feast, the ruthless death-strokes that my 
father saw from the hands of twain, who took my 
life captive by treachery, who doomed me to woe! 
May the great god of Olympus give them sufferings 
in requital, and never may their splendour bring 
them joy, who have done such deeds! 

Ch. Be advised to say no more; canst thou not see 
what conduct it is which already plunges thee so 
cruelly in self-made miseries.? Thou hast greatly ag- 
gravated thy troubles, ever breeding wars with thy 
sullen soul; but such strife should not be pushed to 
a conflict with the strong. 

El. I have been forced to it, forced by dread 
causes; I know my own passion, it escapes me not; 
but, seeing that the causes are so dire, I will never 
curb these frenzied plaints, while life is in me. Who 
indeed, ye kindly sisterhood, who that thinks aright, 
w'ould deem that any word of solace could avail me? 
Forbear, forbear, my comforters! Such ills must be 
numbered with those which have no cure; I can 
never know a respite from my sorrows, or a limit to 
this wailing. 

Ch. At least it is in love, likea true-hearted mother, 
that 1 dissuade thee from adding misery to miseries. 

El. But what measure is there in my wretched- 
ness? Say, how can it be right to neglect the dead? 
Was that impiety ever born in mortal? Never may 
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1 have praise of such; never, when my lot is cast in 
pleasant ]^ac^ may 1 cling to selfish ease, or dis' 
Donour my sire by restraining the wings of shrill 
lamentation! 

For if the hapless dead is to lie in dust and nothing* 
ness, while the slayers pav not with blood for blood, 
all regard for man, all tear of heaven, will vanish 
from the earth. 

Ch, I came, my child, in zeal for thy welfare no 
less than for mine own; but if 1 speak not well, then 
be it as thou wilt; for we will follow thee. 

EL I am ashamed, my friends, if ye deem me too 
mpatient for my oft complaining; but, since a hard 
constraint forces me to this, bear with me. How in- 
deed could any woman of noble nature refrain, who 
saw the calamities of a father’s house, as 1 see them 
by day and night continually, not fading, but in the 
summer of their strength? I, who, first, from the 
mother that bore me have found bitter enmity; 
next, in mine own home I dwell with my father’s 
murderers; they rule over me, and with them it 
rests to give or to withhold what 1 need. 

And then think what manner of days 1 pass, when 
1 see Aegisthus sitting on my father’s throne, wear- 
ing the robes which he wore, and pouring libations 
at the hearth where he slew my sire; and when I see 
the outrage that crowns all, the murderer in our 
father’s bed at our wretched mother’s side, if mother 
she should be called, who is his wife; but so hardened 
is she that she lives with that accursed one, fearing 
no Erinys; nay, as if exulting in her deeds, having 
fpund the day on which she treacherously slew my 
father of old, she keeps it with dance and song, and 
month by month sacrifices sheep to the gods who 
have wrought her deliverance. 

But I, hapless one, beholding it, weep and pine in 
the house, and bewail the unholy feast named after 
my sire, weep to myself alone; since I may not even 
indulge my grief to the full measure of my yearn- 
ing. For this woman, in professions so noble, loudly 
upbraids me with such taunts as these: “Impious 
and hateful girl, hast thou alone lost a father, and is 
there no other mourner in the world ? An evil doom 
be thine, and may the gods infernal give thee no 
riddance from thy present laments.” 

Thus she insults; save when any one brings her 
word that Orestes is coming: then, infuriat^, she 
comes up to me, and cries: “Hast not thou brought 
this upon me ? Is not this deed thine, who didst steal 
Orestes from my hands, and privily convey him 
forth? Yet be sure that thou shalt have thy due re- 
ward.” So she shrieks; and, aiding her, the renowned 
spouse at her side is vehement in the same strain — 
that abject dastard, that utter pest, who fights 
his battles with the help of women. But I, looking 
ever for Orestes to come and end these woes, 
languish in my misery. Always intending to strike 
a mw, he has worn out every hope tl^t 1 could 
conceive. In such a case, then, friends, there is no 
rpom for moderation or for reverence; in sooth, 
stress of iUs leaves no choice but to follow evil 
ways. 
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Ch. Say, is Aegisthus near while thou speakest 
thus, or absent from home ? 

El. Absent, certainly; do not think that I should 
have come to the doors, if be had been near; but 
iust now he is a-field. 

Ch. Might I converse with thee more freely, if 
this is so ? 

EL He is not here, so put thy question; what 
wouldst thou ? 

Ch. I ask thee, then, what sayest thou of thy 
brother ? Will he come soon, or is he delaying ? I fain 
would know. 

EL He promises to come; but he never fulfils the 
promise. 

Ch. Yea, a man will pause on the verge of a great 
work. 

EL And yat I saved him without pausing. 

Ch. Courage; he is too noble to fail his mends. 

EL I believe it; or I should not have livra so long. 
Ch. Say no more now; for I sec thy sister coming 
from the house, Chrysothemis, daughter of, the same 
sire and mother, with sepulchral gifts in her hands, 
such as are given to those in the world below. 

Enter chrysc^emis. 
Chrysothemis. Why, sister, hast thou come forth 
once more to declaim thus at the public doors ? Why 
wilt thou not learn with any lapse of time to desist 
from vain indulgence of idle wrath ? Yet this I know 
— that I myself am grieved at our plight; indeed, 
could 1 find the strength, I would show what love I 
bear them. But now, in these troubled waters, *tis 
best, methinks, to shorten sail; I care not to seem 
active, without the power to hurt. And would that 
thine own conduct were the same! Nevertheless, 
right is on the side of thy choice, not of that which 
1 advise; but if I am to live in freedom, our rulers 
must be obeyed in all things. 

El. Strange indeed, that thou, the daughter of 
such a sire as thine, shouldst forget him, and think 
only of thy mother! All thy admonitions to me have 
been taught by her; no word is thine own. Then 
take thy choice— to be imprudent; or prudent, but 
forgetful of thy friends: thou, who hast just said 
that, couldst thou find the strength, thou wouldst 
show thy hatred of them; yet, when I am doing my 
utmost to avenge my sire, thou givest no aid, but 
seckest to turn thy sister from her deed. 

Does not this crown our miseries with cowardice? 
For tell me— or let me tell thee— what I should gain 
by ceasing from thwe laments ? Do I not live ?— mis- 
erably, I know, yet well enough for me. And I vex 
them, thus rendering honour to the dead, if pleasure 
can be felt in that world. But thou, who tellest me 
of thy hatred, hatest in word alone,, while in deeds 
thou art with the slayers of thy sire. I, then, would 
never yield to them, though I were promised the 
gifts which now make thee proud ; thine be the 
richly-spread table and the lik of luxury. For me, 
be it foixl enough that 1 do not wound mine own 
conscience; I covet not such privilege as thine— nor 
wouldst thou, wert thou wise. But now, when thou 
Slightest be called daughter of the noblest fiither 
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among men, be called the chUd of thy mother; so 
shall thy baseness be most widely seen, in betrayal 
of thy dead sire and of thy kindred. 

Cft. No angry word, I entreat! For both of you 
there is good in what is urged— ‘if thou, Electra, ' 
wouldst learn to profit by her counsel, and she, again, 
by thine. 

Chr. For my part, friends, 1 am not wholly un- 
used to her discourse; nor should I have touched 
upon this theme, had I not heard that she was threat- 
ened with a dread doom, which shall restrain her 
from her long-drawn laments. 

EL Come, declare it then, this terror! If thou canst 
tell me of aught worse than my present lot, I will 
resist no more. 

Chr, Indeed, I will tell thee all that I know. They 
purpose, if thou wilt not cease from these laments, 
to send thee where thou shalt never look upon the 
sunlight, but pass thy days in a dungeon beyond 
the borders of this land, there to chant thy dreary 
strain. Bethink thee, then, and do not blame me 
hereafter, when the blow hath fallen; now is the time 
to be wise. 

EL Have they indeed resolved to treat me thus? 

Chr, Assuredly, whenever Aegisthus comes home. 

EL If that be all, then may he arrive with speed! 

Chr. Misguided one! what dire prayer is this ? 

EL That he may come, if he hath any such intent. 

Chr, That thou mayst suffer— -what ? Where are 
thy wits? 

EL That I may fly as far as may be from you all. 

Chr. But hast thou no care for thy present life ? 

EL Aye, my life is marvellously fair. 

Chr. It might be, couldst thou only learn prud- 
ence. 

EL Do not teach me to betray my friends. 

Chr. I do not— -but to bend before the strong. 

EL Thine be such flattery; those arc not my ways. 

Chr, Tis well, however, not to fall by folly. 

El. 1 will fall, if need be, in the cause of my sire. 

Chr. But our father, I know, pardons me for this. 

El. It is for cowards to find peace in such maxims. 

Chr. So thou wilt not hearken, and take my coun- 
sel? 

EL No, verily ; long may be it before I am so foolish. 

Chr. Then I will go forth upon mine errand. 

EL And whither gocst thou? To whom bcarcst 
thou these offerings? 

Chr. Our mother sends me with funeral libations 
for our sire. 

EL How sayest thou ? For her deadliest foe ? 

Chr. Slain by her own hand— so thou wouldest say. 

EL What friend hath persuaded her? Whose wish 
was this? 

Chr. The cause, I think, was some dread vision of 
the night. 

El. Gods of our house! be ye with me— now at 
last! 

Chr, Dost thou find any encouragement in this 
terror? 

Ef. If thou wouldst tell me the vision, then I could 
answer. 


Chr. Nay, I can tell but little of the story. 

EL Tell what thou canst; a little word hath often 
marred, or made, men’s fortunes. 

Chr. Tis said that she beheld our sire, restored to 
the sunlight, at her side once more; then he took the 
sceptre— once his own, but now borne by Aegisthus 
—and planted it at the hearth; and thence a fruitful 
bough sprang upward, wherewith the whole land of 
Mycenae was overshadowed. Such was the tale that 
I heard told by one who was present when she de- 
clared her dream to the Sun-god. More than this 1 
know not, save that she sent me by reason of that 
fear. So by the gods of our house I beseech thee, 
hearken to me, and be not ruined by folly! For if 
thou repel me now, thou wilt come back to seek me 
in thy trouble. 

EL Nay, dear sister, let none of these things in 
thy hands touch the tomb; for neither custom nor 
piety allows thee to dedicate gifts or bring libations 
to our sire from a liatcful wife. No— to the winds 
with them! or bury them deep in the earth, where 
none of them shall ever come near his place of rest; 
but, when she dies, let her find these treasures laid 
up for her below. 

And were she not the most hardened of all women, 
she would never have sought to pour these offerings 
of enmity on the grave of him whom she slew. Think 
now if it is likely that the dead in the tomb should 
take these honours kindly at her hand, who ruth- 
lessly slew him, like a foeman, and mangled him, 
and, for ablution, wiped off the blood-stains on his 
head? Canst thou believe that these things which 
thou bringest will absolve her of the murder ? 

It is not possible. No, cast these things aside; give 
him rather a lock cut from thine own tresses, and on 
my part, hapless that I am— scant gifts these, but my 
best— this hair, not glossy with unguents, and this 
girdle, decked with no rich ornament. Then fall 
down and pray that he himself may come in kind- 
ness from the world below, to aid us against our foes; 
and that the young Orestes may live to set his foot 
upon his foes in victorious might, that henceforth 
we may crown our father’s tomb with wealthier 
hands than those which grace it now. 

I think, indeed, I think that he also had some 
f^rt in sending her these appalling dreams; still, 
sister, do this service, to help thyself, and me, and 
him, that most beloved of alt men, who rests in the 
realm of Hades, thy sire and mine. 

Ch. The maiden counsels piously ; and thou, friend, 
wilt do her bidding, if thou art wise. 

Chr. I will. When a duty is clear, reason forbids 
that two voices should contend, and claims the has- 
tening of the deed. Only, when I attempt this task, 
aid me with your silence, I entreat you, my friends; 
for, should my mother hear of it, methinks 1 shall 
yet have cause to rue my venture. Exit. 

Ch. If I am not an erring seer and one who &ils m 
wisdom, Justice, that hath sent the presage, will 
come, triumphant in her righteous strengm, will 
come ere long, my child, to avenge. There is cour- 

^59 


EUECTRA 



47^'’554 SOPHOC3LES $^ 4^-614 

age in my heart, through those new tidings of the thou wilt give me leave, I fein would declare the truth, 

dream that breathes comfort. Not forgetful is thy in the cause alike of my dead sire and of my sister, 

sire, the lord of Hellas; not forgetful is the two- CL Indeed, thou hast my leave; and didst thou 
edged axe of bronze that struck the blow of old, always address me in such a tone, thou wouldst be 
and slew him with foul cruelty. heard without pain. 

The Erinys of untiring feet, who is lurking in her EL Then I will speak. Thou sayest that thou hast 
dread ambush, will come, as with the march and slain my father. What word could bring thee deeper 

with the might of a great host. For wicked ones shame than that, whether the deed was just or not? 

have been fired with passion that hurried them to a But I must tell thee that thy deed was not just; no, 

forbidden bed, to accursed bridals, to a marriage thou wert drawn on to it by the wooing of the base 

stained with guilt of blood. Therefore am 1 sure man who is now thy spouse, 

that the portent will not fail to bring woe upon the Ask the huntress Artemis what sin she punished 
partners in crime. Verily mortals cannot read the when she stayed the frequent winds at Aulis; or I 

future in fearful dreams or oracles, if this vision of will tell thee; for we may not learn from her. My 

the night find not due fulfilment. fother— so I have heard— was once disporting him- 

O chariot-race of Pelops long ago, source of many self in the grove of the goddess, when his footfall 

a sorrow, what weary troubles hast thou brought startled a dappled and antlered stag; he shot it, and 

upon this land! For since Myrtilus sank to rest be- chanced to utter a certain boast concerning its 

ncath the waves, when a fatal and cruel hand hurled slaughter. Wroth thereat, the daughter ot Leto dc- 

him to destruction out of the golden car, this house tained the CJreeks, that, in quittance fo^.the wild 

was never yet free from misery and violence. creature’s life, my father should yield up the life of 

his own child. Thus it befell that she was sacrificed; 

Enter clytaemnestra. since the fleet had no other release, homeward or to 

Clytaemnestra, At large once more, it seems, thou Troy; and for that cause, under sore constraint and 

rangest, for Aegisthus is not here, who always kept with sore reluctance, at last he slew her— not for 

thee at least from passing the gates, to shame thy the sake of Mcnelaiis. 

friends. But now, since he is absent, thou takest no But grant— for I will take thine own plea— grant 

heed of me; though thou hast said of me oft-times, that the motive of his deed was to benefit his brother; 

and to many, that I am a bold and lawless tyrant, was that a reason for his dying by thy hand ? Under 

who insults thee and thine. I am guilty of no insol- what law? See that, in making such a law for men, 

ence; I do but return the taunts that I often hear thou make not trouble and remorse for thyself; for, 

from thee. if we are to take blood for blood, thou wouldst be 

Thy father— this is thy constant pretext— was the first to die, didst thou meet with thy desert, 

slain by me. Yes, by me— I know it well; it admits But look if thy pretext is not false. For tell me, if 
of no denial; for Justice slew him, and not I alone — thou wilt, wherefore thou art now doing the most 

Justice, whom it became thee to support, hadst thou shameless deeds of all— dwelling as wife with that 

been right-minded; seeing that this father of thine, blood-guilty one, who first helped thee to slay my 

whom thou art ever lamenting, was the one man of sire, and bearing children to him, while thou hast 

the Greeks who had the heart to sacrifice thy sister cast out the earlier-born, the stainless offspring of a 

to the gods — he, the father, who had not shared the stainless marriage. How can 1 praise these things? 

mother’s pangs. Or wilt thou say that this, too, is thy vengeance for 

Come, tell me now, wherefore, or to please whom, thy daughter ? Nay, a shameful plea, if so thou 

did he sacrifice her ? To please the Argives, thou wilt plead ; ’tis not well to wed an enemy for a daughter’s 
say ? Nay, they had no right to slay my daughter, sake. 

Or if, forsooth, it was to screen his brother Mene- But indeed I may not even counsel thee— who 

laiis that he slew my child, was he not to pay me the shriekest that I revile my mother; and truly I think 

penalty for that? Had not Menelaiis two children, that to me thou art less a mother than a mistress; so 

who should in fairness have been taken before my wretched is the life that I live, ever beset with mis- 

daughter, as sprung from the sire and mother who erics by thee and by thy partner. And that other, 

had caused that voyage? Or had Hades some strange who scarce escaped thy hand, the hapless Orestes, 

desire to feast on my offspring, rather than on hers? is wxaring out his ill-starred days in exile. Often hast 

Or had that accurst father lost all tenderness for thou charged me with rearing him to punish thy 

the children of my womb, while he was tender to crime; and I would have done so, if I could, thou 

the children of Menelaiis? Was not that the part of mayst be sure: for that matter, denounce me to all, 
a callous and perverse parent? I think so, though I as disloyal, if thou wilt, or petulant, or impudent; 
differ from thy judgment; and so would say the for if I am accomplished in such ways, methinks I 

dead, if she could speak. For myself, then, I view am no unworthy child of thee, 

the past without dismay; but if thou deemest me Ch, 1 see that she breathes forth anger; but 
perverse, sec that thine own judgment is just, be- whether justice be with her, for this she seems to 

fore thou blame thy neighbour. care no longer. 

J2/. This time thou canst not say that I have done CL And what manner of care do I need to use 
anything to provoke such words from thee. But, if against her, who hath thus insulted a mother, and 
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this at her ripe age? Thinkest thou not that she 
would go forward to any deed, without shame ? 

EL Now be assured that 1 do feel shame for this, 
though thou believe it not; I know that my behav- 
iour is unseemly, and becomes me ill. But then the 
enmity on thy part, and thy treatment, compel me 
in mine own despite to do thus; for base deeds are 
taught by base. 

CL Thou brazen one! Truly I and my sayings and 
my deeds give thee too much matter for words. 

EL The words are thine, not mine; for thine is the 
action; and the acts find the utterance. 

CL Now by our lady Artemis, thou shalt not fail 
to pay for this boldness, so soon as Aegisthus returns. 

EL Lo, thou art transported by anger, after grant- 
ing me free speech, and hast no patience to listen. 

CL Now wilt thou not hush thy clamour, or even 
suffer me to sacrifice, when I have permitted thee to 
speak unchecked 

EL I hinder not— begin thy rites, I pray thee; 
and blame not my voice, for I shall say no more. 

CL Raise then, my handmaid, the offerings of 
many fruits, that I may uplift my prayers to this 
our king, for deliverance from my present fears. 
Lend now a gracious ear, O Phoebus our defender, 
to my words, though they be dark; for I speak not 
among friends, nor is it meet to unfold my whole 
thought to the light, while she stands near me, lest 
with her malice and her garrulous cry she spread 
some rash rumour throughout the town: but hear 
me thus, since on this wise I must speak. 

That vision which I saw last night in doubtful 
dreams— if it hath come for my good, grant, Ly- 
cean king, that it be fulfilled; but if for harm, then 
let it recoil upon my foes. And if any arc plotting to 
hurl me by treachery from the high estate which 
now is mine, permit them not; rather vouchsafe 
that, still living thus unscathed, I may bear sway 
over the house of the Atrcidae and this realm, shar- 
ing prosperous days with the friends who share them 
now, and with those of my children from whom no 
enmity or bitterness pursues me. 

O Lycean Apollo, graciously hear these prayers, 
and grant them to us all, even as we ask! For the 
rest, though I be silent, I deem that thou, a god, 
must know it; all things, surely, are seen by the sons 
of Zeus. 

Enter the paedagogus. 

Pae, Ladies, might a stranger crave to know if 
this be the palace of the king Aegisthus ? 

Ch, It is, sir; thou thyself hast guessed aright. 

Pae, And am 1 right in surmising that this lady is 
his consort ? She is of queenly aspect. 

Ch. Assuredly; thou art in the presence of the 
queen. 

Pae. Hail, royal lady! I bring glad tidings to thee 
and to Aegisthus, from a friend. 

CL I welcome the omen; but I would fain know 
from thee, first, who may have sent thee. 

Pae, Phanoteus the Phocian, on a weighty mission. 

CL What is it, sir ? Tell me: coming from a friend, 
thou wilt bring, I know, a kindly message. 


67J-7J5 

Pae. Orestes is dead ; that is the sum. 

EL Oh, miserable that 1 am! 1 am lost this day! 

CL What sayest thou, friend, what sayest thou?— 
listen not to her! 

Pae. I said, and say again— Orestes is dead. 

EL 1 am lost, hapless one, I am undone! 

CL {to electra). See thou to thine own concerns. 
But do thou, sir, tell me exactly— how did he per- 
ish? 

Pae. I was sent for that purpose, and will tell thee 
all. Having gone to the renowned festival, the pride 
of Greece, for the Delphian games, when he heard 
the loud summons to the foot-race which was first 
to be decided, he entered the lists, a brilliant form, 
a w'onder in the eyes of all there; and, having finished 
his course at the point where it began, he went out 
with the glorious meed of victory. To speak briefly, 
where there is much to tell, I know not the man 
whose deeds and triumphs have matched his; but 
one thing thou must know; in all the contests that 
the judges announced, he bore away the prize; and 
men deemed him happy, as oft as the herald pro- 
claimed him an Argive, by name Orestes, son of 
Agamemnon, who once gathered the famous arma- 
ment of Greece. 

Thus far, *twas well; but, when a god sends harm, 
not even the strong man can escape. For, on an- 
other day, when chariots were to try their speed at 
sunrise, he entered, with many charioteers. One was 
an Achaean, one from Sparta, two masters of yoked 
cars were Libyans; Orestes, driving Thessalian mares, 
came fifth among them; the sixth from Aetolia, with 
chestnut colts; a Magnesian was the seventh; the 
eighth, with white horses, was of Aenian stock; the 
ninth, from Athens, built of gods; there was a Boeo- 
tian too, making the tenth chariot. 

They took their stations where the appointed um- 
pires placed them by lot and ranged the cars; then, 
at the sound of the brazen trump, they started. All 
shouted to their horses, and shook the reins in their 
hands; the whole course was filled with the noise of 
rattling chariots; the dust flew upward; and all, in a 
confused throng, plied their goads unsparingly, each 
of them striving to pass the wheels and the snort- 
ing steeds of his rivals; for alike at their backs and 
at their rolling wheels the breath of the horses 
foamed and smote. 

Orestes, driving close to the pillar at cither end 
of the course, almost grazed it with his wheel each 
time, and, giving rein to the trace-horse on the right, 
checked the horse on the inner side. Hitherto, all 
the chariots had escaped overthrow; but presently 
the Acnian’s hard-mouthed colts ran away, ana, 
swerving, as they passed from the sixth into the 
seventh round, dashed their foreheads against the 
team of the Barcaean. Other mishaps followed the 
first, shock on shock and crash on crash, till the 
whole race-ground of Crisa was strewn with the 
wreck of the chariots. 

Seeing this, the wary charioteer from Athens drew 
aside and paused, allowing the billow of chariots, 
surging in mid course, to go by. Orestes was driving 
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last, kee{»ng bt$ horses behind, for his trust was in 
the end; but when he saw that the Athenian was 
alone left in, he sent a shrill cry ringing through the 
ears of his swift colts, and gave chase. Team was 
brought level with team, and so they raced— first 
one man, then the other, showing his head in front 
of the chariots. 

Phtherto the iil-foted Orestes had passed safely 
through every round, steadfast in his steadfast car; 
at last, slackening his left rein while the horse was 
turnine, unawares he struck the edge of the pillar; 
he broke the axle-box in twain; he was thrown over 
the chariot-rail; he was caught in the shapely reins; 
and, as he fell on the ground, his colts were scattered 
into the middle of the course. 

But when the people saw him fallen from the car, 
a cry of pity went up«for the youth, who had done 
such deeds and was meeting such a doom— now 
dashed to earth, now tossed feet uppermost to the 
sky— till the charioteers, with difficulty checking 
the career of his horses, loosed him, so covered with 
blood that no friend who saw it would have known 
the hapless corpse. Straightway they burned it on a 
pyre; and chosen men of Phocis are bringing in a 
small urn of bronze the sad dust of that mighty form, 
to find due burial in his fatherland. 

Such is my story— grievous to hear, if words can 
grieve; but for us, who beheld, the greatest of sor- 
rows that these eyes have seen. 

CA. Alas, alas I Now, methinks, the stock of our 
ancient masters hath utterly perished, root and 
branch. 

C/. O Zeus, what shall I call these tidings— glad 
tidings? Or dire, but gainful? ’Tis a bitter lot, when 
mine own calamities make the safety of my life. 

Pof, Why art thou so downcast, lady, at this news? 

C/. There is a strange power in motherhood; a 
mother may be wronged, but she never learns to 
hate her child. 

Paif, Then it seems that we have come in vain. 

C/. Nay, not in vain; how canst thou say *4n 
vain,'* when thou hast brought me sure proofs of 
his death? His, who sprang from mine own life, yet, 
forsaking rAc who had suckled and reared him, be- 
came an exile and an alien; and, after he went out 
of this land, he saw me no more; but, charging me 
with the murder of his sire, he uttered dread tli^eats 
against me; so that neither by night nor by day 
could sweet sleep cover mine eyes, but from mo- 
ment to moment 1 lived in fear of death. Now, how- 
ever— since this day I am rid of terror from him, 
and from this girl, that worse plague who shared my 
home, while still she drained my very life-blood- 
now, methinks, for aught that she can threaten, 1 
dball pass my days in peace. 

£/. Ah, woe is mel Now, indeed, Orestes, thy for- 
tune may be lamented, when it is thus with thee, and 
thou art mocked by this thy motherl Is it not well? 

CL Not with thee; but his state is well. 

EL Hear, Nemesb of him who hath lately died! 

, CL She hath heard who should be heard, and hath 
odbined wdi. 


EL Insult us, for this is the time of thy triumph. 

CL Then will not Orestes and thou silence me ? 

EL We are silenced; much less should we silence 
thee. 

CL Thy coming, sir, would deserve large recom- 
pense, if thou hast hushed her clamorous tongue. 

Pae, Then I may take my leave, if all is well. 

CL Not so; thy welcome would then be unworthy 
of me, and of the ally who sent thee. Nay, come thou 
in; and leave her without, to make loud lament for 
herself and for her friends. 

CLYTAEMNESTRA and the pAEDAGOGus enter the housc. 

EL How think ye ? Was there not grief and anguish 
there, wondrous weeping and wailing of that miser- 
able mother, for the son who perished by such a 
fate? Nay, she left us with a laugh! Ah, woe is mel 
Dearest Or6s*tes, how is my life quenchdd by thy 
death! Thou hast torn away with thee [from my 
heart the only hopes which still were mme— that 
thou wouldst live to return some day, an avenger of 
thy sire, and of me unhappy. But now-lwhither 
shall I turn? 1 am alone, bereft of thee, as of my 
father. 

Henceforth I must be a slave again among those 
whom most I hate, my father’s murderers. Is it not 
well with me? But never, at least, henceforward, 
will I enter the house to dwell with them; nay, at 
these gates I will lay me down, and here, without a 
friend, my days shall wither. Therefore, if any in 
the house be wroth, let them slay me; for *tis a 
grace, if I die, but if I live, a pain; I desire life no 
more. 

Ch. Where are the thunderbolts of Zeus, or where 
is the bright Sun, if they look upon these things, 
and brand them not, but rest? 

EL Woe, woe, ah me, ah me! 

Ch, O daughter, why weepest thou ? 

El, {with hands outstretched to heatieii), Alas! 

Ch, Utter no rash cry! 

EL Thou wilt break my heart! 

Ch, How meanest thou ? 

EL If thou suggest a hope concerning those who 
have surely passra to the realm below, thou wilt 
trample yet more upon my misery. 

Ch, Nay, I know how, ensnarra by a woman for 
a chain of gold, the prince Amphiaraiis found a 
grave; and now beneath the earth— 

EL Ah me, ah me! 

Ch, —he reigns in fulness of force. 

EL Alas! 

Ch, Alas indeed! for the murderess— 

EL Was slain. 

Ch, Yea. 

EL I know it, I know it; for a champion arose to 
avenge the mourning dead; but to me no champion 
remains; for he who yet was left hath been snatched 
away. 

CA Hapless art thou, and hapless is thy lot 1 

Ed. Well know I that, too well, I, whose life is a 
torrent of woes dread and dark, a torrent that surges 
through all the months! 

Ch. We have seen the course of thy sorrow. 
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EL Cease, then, to divert me from it, when no 
more- 
en. How sayest thou ? 

EL —when no more can I have the comfort of 
hope from a brother, the seed of the same noble sire. 

Ch, For all men it is appointed to die. 

EL What, to die as that ill-starred one died, amid 
the tramp of racing steeds, entangled in the reins 
that dragged him? 

CL Cruel was his doom, beyond thought! 

EL Yea, surely; when in foreign soil, without 
ministry of my hands— 

CL Alas! 

EL —he is buried, ungraced by me with sepulture 
or with tears. 

Enter ckrysothemis. 

Chr. Joy wings my feet, dear sister, not careful of 
seemliness, if I come with speed; for I bring joyful 
news, to relieve thy long sufferings and sorrows. 

EL And whence couldst thou find help for my 
woes, whereof no cure can be imagined ? 

Chr. Orestes is with us — know this from my lips — 
in living presence, as surely as thou seest me here. 

EL What, art thou mad, poor girl? Art thou 
laughing at my sorrows, and thine own ? 

Chr, Nay, by our father’s hearth, I speak not in 
mockery; I tell thee that he is with us indeed. 

EL Ah, woe is me! And from whom hast thou 
heard this tale, which thou belicvcst so lightly ? 

Chr, I believe it on mine own knowledge, not on 
hearsay; I have seen clear proofs. 

EL What hast thou seen, poor girl, to warrant thy 
belief? Whither, I wonder hast thou turned thine 
eyes, that thou art fevered with this baneful fire? 

Ckr. Then, for the gods* love, listen, that thou 
mayest know my story, before deciding whether I 
am sane or foolish. 

EL Speak on, then, if thou findest pleasure in 
speaking. 

Chr, Well, thou shalt hear all that I have seen. 
When I came to our father’s ancient tomb, I saw 
that streams of milk had lately flowed from the top 
of the mound, and that his sepulchre was encircled 
with garlands of all flowers that blow. I was aston- 
ished at the sight, and peered about, lest haply some 
one should be close to my side. But when I per- 
ceived that all the place was in stillness, I crept near- 
er to the tomb; and on the mound’s edge 1 saw a 
lock of hair, freshly severed. 

And the moment tliat I saw it, ah me, a familiar 
image rushed upon my soul, telling me that there I 
beheld a token of him whom most 1 love, Orestes. 
Then 1 took it in my hands, and uttered no ill- 
omened word, but the tears of joy straightway filled 
mine eyes. And I know well, as I knew then, that 
this fair tribute has come from none but him. Whose 
part else was that, save mine and thine? And 1 did 
it not, I know, nor thou; how shouldst thou?— 
when thou canst not leave this house, even to wor- 
ship the gods, but at thy peril. Nor, again, does our 
mother’s heart incline to do such deras, nor could 
die have so done without our knowledge. 


No, these oflerings are from Orestes! Come, dear 
sister, courage! No mortal life is attended by a change- 
less fortune. Ours w^as once gloomy; but this day, 
perchance, will seal the promise of much good. 

EL Alas for thy folly! How 1 have been pitying 
thee! 

Chr, What, are not my tidings welcome? 

El. Thou knowest not whither or into what 
dreams thou wanderest. 

Chr. Should I not know what mine own eyes have 
seen? 

EL He is dead, poor girl; and thy hopes in that 
deliverer are gone: look not to him. 

Chr. Woe, woe is me! From whom hast thou 
heard this? 

El. From the man who was present when be per- 
ished. 

Chr. And where is he? Wonder steals over my 
mind. 

EL He is within, a guest not unpleasing to our 
mother. 

Chr. Ah, woe is me! Whose, then, can have been 
those ample offerings to our father’s tomb? 

EL Most likely, I think, some one brought those 
gifts in memory of the dead Oresfes. 

Chr. Oh, hapless that I am! And I was bringing 
such news in joyous haste, ignorant, it seems, now 
dire was our plight; but now that I have come, I 
find fresh sorrows added to the old ! 

EL So stands thy case; yet, if thou wilt hearken to 
me, thou wilt lighten the load of our present 
trouble. 

Ckr. Can I ever raise the dead to life? 

EL I meant not that; I am not so foolish. 

Chr. What biddest thou, then, for which my 
strength avails ? 

El. That thou be brave in doing what 1 enjoin. 

Chr. Nay, if any good can be done, I will not 
refuse. 

EL Remember, nothing succeeds without toil. 

Chr. 1 know it, and will share thy burden with all 
my power. 

EL Hear, then, how I am resolved to act. As for 
the support of friends, thou thyself must know that 
we have none; Hades hath taken our friends away, 
and we two are left alone. I, so long as I heard that 
my brother still lived and prospered, had hopes that 
he would yet come to avenge the murder of our sire. 
But now that he is no more, I look next to thee, not 
to flinch from aiding me thy sister to dlay our 
father’s murderer, Aegisthus: I must have no secret 
from thee more. 

How long art thou to wait inactive ? What hope is 
left standing, to which thine eyes can turn ? Thou 
hast to complain that thou art robbed of thy fiither’s 
heritage; thou hast to mourn that thus fiir thy life is 
fading without nuptial song or wedded love. Nay, 
and do not hope that such joys will ever be thine; 
Aegisthus is not so ill-advised as ever to permit that 
children should spring from thee or me for his own 
sure destruction. But if thou wilt follow my coun- 
sel, first thou wilt win praise of piety from our 

63 



965-/026 

dead sire, below, and from our brother too; next, 
thou shalt be called free henceforth, as thou wert 
born, and shalt find worthy bridals; for noble na> 
tures draw the gaze of all. 

Then seest thou not what fair fame thou wilt win 
for thyself and for me, by hearkening to my word ? 
What citizen or stranger, when he sees us, will not 
greet us with praises such as these ?— “Behold these 
two sisters, my friends, who saved their father’s 
house; who, when their foes were firmly planted of 
yore, look their lives in their hands and stood forth 
as avengers of blood! Worthy of love are these 
twain, worthy of reverence from all; at festivals, 
and wherever the folk arc assembled, let these be 
honoured of all men for their prowess.” Thus will 
every one speak of us, so that in life and in death our 
glory shall not fail. 

Come, dear sister, hearken! Work with thy sire, 
share the burden of thy brother, win rest from woes 
for me and for thyself— mindful of this, that an ig- 
noble life brings shame upon the noble. 

- Ch, In such case as this, forethought is helpful for 
those who speak and those who hear. 

Chr. Yea, and before she spake, my friends were 
she blest with a sound mind, she would have remem- 
bered caution, as she doth not remember it. 

Now whither canst thou have turned thine eyes, 
that thou art arming thyself with such rashness, and 
calling me to aid thee ? Seest thou not, thou art a 
woman, not a man, and no match for thine adver- 
saries in strength ? And their fortune prospers day 
by day, while ours is ebbing and coming to nought. 
Who, then, plotting to vanquish a foe so strong, 
shall escape without suffering deadly scathe? See 
that we change not our evil plight to w'orse, if any 
one hears these words. It brings us no relief or bene- 
fit, if, after winning fair fame, we die an ignomini- 
ous death; for mere death is not the bitterest, but 
rather when one who craves to die cannot obtain 
even that boon. 

Nay, I beseech thee, before we are utterly de- 
stroyed, and leave our house desolate, restrain thy 
rage! I will take care that thy words remain secret 
and harmless; and learn thou the prudence, at last 
though late, of yielding, when so helpless, to thy 
rulers. 

Ch, Hearken; there is no better gain for mortak 
to win than foresight and a prudent mind. 

EL Thou hast said nothing unlooked-for; I well 
knew that thou wouldst reject what I proffered. 
Well! I must do this deed with mine own hand, and 
alone; for assuredly I will not leave it void. 

Chr, Alas! Would thou hadst been so purposed on 
the day of our father’s death! What mightst thou 
not have wrought ? 

EL My nature was the same then, but my mind 
less ripe. 

Chr, Strive to keep such a mind through all thy 
life. 

EL These counsels mean that thou wilt not share 
my deed. 

Chr. No; for the venture is likely to bring disaster. 
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EL I admire thy prudence; thy cowardice I 
hate. 

Chr. 1 will listen not less calmly when thou praise 
me. 

EL Never fear to suffer that from me. 

Chr. Time enough in the future to decide that. 
EL Begone; there is no powder to help in thee. 
Chr. Not so; but in thee, no mind to learn. 

EL Go, declare all this to thy mother! 

Chr. But, again, I do not hate thee with such a 
hate. 

El. Yet know at least to what dishonour thou 
bringest me. 

Chr. Dishonour, no! I am only thinking of thy 
good. 

El. Am I bound, then, to follow thy rule of right ? 
Chr. When thou art wdse, then thou shalt be our 
guide. I 

EL Sad, that one who speaks so well should speak 
amiss! \ 

Chr. Thou hast well described the fault\to w hich 
thou clcavest. 

EL How? Dost thou not think that I sp^ak with 
justice? 

Chr. But sometimes justice itself is fraught wdth 
harm. 

EL I care not to live by such a law. 

Chr. Well, if thou must do this, thou wilt praise 
me yet. 

EL And do it I will, no whit dismayed by thee. 
Chr, Is this so indeed ? Will thou not change thy 
counsels ? 

EL No, for nothing is more hateful than bad 
counsel. 

Chr. Thou seemest to agree wdth nothing that I 
urge. 

EL My resolve is not new', but long since fixed. 
Chr. Then I will go; thou canst not be brought to 
approve my w'ords, nor I to commend thy conduct. 

EL Nay, go within; never will I follow thee, how- 
ever much thou mayst desire it; it were great folly 
even to attempt an idle quest. 

Chr. Nay, if thou art wdse in thine own eyes, be 
such wisdom thine; by and by, when thou standest 
in evil plight, thou wilt praise my words. Exit. 

Chorus 

When we sec the birds of the air, with sure in- 
stinct, careful to nourish those who give them life 
and nurture, why-do not we pay these debts in like 
measure? Nay, by the lightning-flash of Zeus, by 
Themis throned in heaven, it is not long till sin 
brings sorrow. 

Voice that comest to the dead beneath the earth, 
send a piteous cry, I pray thee, to the son of Atreus 
in that world, a joyless message of dishonour; 

tell him that the fortunes of his house are now dis- 
tempered; while, among his children, strife of sister 
with sister hath broken the harmony of loving days. 
Electra, forsaken, braves the storm alone; she be- 
wails alway, hapless one, her father’s fate, like the 
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■nightingale unwearied in lament; she recks not of thee to a strange land, and rescued thee from death; 

death, out is ready to leave the sunlight, could she that so thou mightest have been stricken down on 

but quell the two Furies of her house. Who shall that self-same day, and had thy portion in the tomb 

match such noble child of noble sire ? of thy sire! 

But now, an exile from home and fatherland, 
No generous soul deigns, by a base life, to cloud thou hast perished miserably, far from thy sister; 

a fair repute, and leave a name inglorious; as thou, woe is me, these loving hands have not washed or 

too, O my daughter, hast chosen to mourn all thy decked thy corpse, nor taken up, as was meet, their 

days with those that mourn, and hast spurned dis- sad burden from the flaming pyre. No! at the hands 

honour, that thou mightest win at once a twofold of strangers, hapless one, thou hast had those rites, 

praise, as wise, and as the best of daughters. and so art come to us, a little dust in a narrow urn. 

Ah, woe is me for my nursing long ago, so vain, 
May I yet see thy life raised in might and wealth that I oft bestowed on thee with loving toil! For 

above thy foes, even as now it is humbled beneath thou wast never thy mother’s darling so much as 

their hand! For I have found thee in no prosperous mine; nor was any in the house ihy nurse but I; and 

estate; and yet, for observance of nature’s highest by thee I was ever called “sister.” But now all this 

laws, winning the noblest renown, by thy piety hath vanished in a day, with thy death; like a whirl- 

towards Zeus. wind, thou hast swept all away with thee. Our father 

is gone; I am dead in regard to thee; thou thyself 
Enter with and two attendants, hast perished: our foes exult; that mother, who is 

Or. Ladies, have we been directed aright, and are none, is mad with joy— she of whom thou didst oft 

we on the right path to our goal ? send me secret messages, thy heralds, saying that 

Ch, And what seekest thou ? With what desire thou thyself wouldst appear as an avenger. But our 

hast thou come ? evil fortune, thine and mine, hath reft all that away. 

Or. I have been searching for the home of Ae- and hath sent thee forth unto me thus— no more 
gisthus. the form that 1 loved so well, but ashes and an idle 

Ch. Well, thou hast found it; and thy guide is shade, 
blameless. Ah me, ah me! O piteous dust! Alas, thou dear 

Or. Which of you, then, will tell those within that one, sent on a dire journey, how hast undone me— 
our company, long desired, hath arrived? undone me indeed, O brother mine! 

Ch, This maiden— if the nearest should announce Therefore take me to this thy home, me who am 
it. as nothing, to thy nothingness, that I may dwell 

Or. I pray thee, mistress, make it known in the with thee henceforth below; for when thou wert on 
house that certain men of Phocis seek Aegisthus. earth, we shared alike; and now I fain would die, 

El, Ah, woe is me! Surely ye arc not bringing the that I may not be parted from thee in the grave, 

visible proofs of that rumour which we heard ? For I sec that the dead have rest from pain. 

Or. 1 know nothing of thy “rumour”; but the Ch. Bethink thee, Electra, thou art the child of 
aged Strophius charged me with tidings of Orestes, mortal sire, and mortal was Orestes; therefore grieve 
El. What are they, sir? Ah, how I thrill with fear! not too much. This is a debt which all of us must 

Or. He is dead; and in a small urn, as thou scest, pay. 

we bring the scanty relics home. Or. Alas, what shall I say ? What words can serve 

El. Ah me unhappy! There, at last, before mine me at this pass? I can restrain my lips no longer! 

eyes, I sec that woful burden in your hands! El. What hath troubled thee? Why didst thou say 

Or. If thy tears are for aught which Orestes hath that ? 
suffered, know that yonder vessel holds his dust. Or. Is this the form of the illustrious Electra tliat 

El, Ah, sir, allow me, then, I implore thee, if this I behold ? 
urn indeed contains him, to take it in my hands— El. It is; and very grievous is her plight, 
that I may weep and wail, not for these ashes alone. Or. Alas, then, for this miserable fortune! 

but for myself and for all our house therewith! El. Surely, sir, thy lament is not for me} 

Or, {to the attendants). Bring it and give it her, Or. O form cruelly, godlessly misused! 
whoe’er she be; for she who begs this boon must be El. Those ill-omened words, sir, fit no one better 
one who wished him no evil, but a friend, or haply than me. 

a kinswoman in blood. Or. Alas for thy life, unwedded and all unblest I 

{The um is placed in electra’s hands.) El. Why this steadfast gaze, stranger, and these 

El, Ah, memorial of him whom I loved best on laments ? 
earth! Ah, Orestes, whose life hath no relic left save Or. How ignorant was I, then, of mine own sor- 

this— how far from the hopes with which I sent rows! 

thee forth is the manner in which I receive thee El. By what that hath been said hast thou per- 

back! Now I carry thy poor dust in my hands; but ceivedthis? 

thou wert radiant, my child, when I sped thee forth Or. By seeing thy sufferings, so many and so 
from home! Would that I had yielded up my breath, great. 

ere, with these hands, I stole thee away, and sent El. And yet thou scest but a few of my woes. 
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Or, Could any be more painful to behold ? 

El, This, that I share the dwelling of the mur- 
derers. 

Or. Whose murderers? Where lies the guilt at 
which thou hintest ? 

EL My father's; and then I am their slave per- 
force. 

Or. Who is it that subjects thee to this constraint? 

EL A mother—in name, but no mother in her 
deeds. 

Or. How doth she oppress thee? With violence or 
with hardship? 

EL With violence, and hardships, and all manner 
of ill. 

Or, And is there none to succour, or to hinder? 

El. None. 1 had one; and thou hast shown me his 
ashes. 

Or. Hapless girl, how this sight hath stirred my 
pity! 

EL Know, then, that thou art the first who ever 
pitied me. 

. Or. No other visitor hath ever shared thy pain. 

EL Surely thou art not some unknown kinsman? 

Or. I would answer, if these were friends who hear 
us. 

EL Oh, they are friends; thou canst speak with- 
out mistrust. 

Or. Give up this urn, then, and thou shalt be 
told all. 

EL Nay, I beseech thee be not so cruel to me, 
sirl 

Or. Do as 1 say, and never fear to do amiss. 

El. 1 conjure thee, rob me not of my chief treas- 
ure! 

Or. Thou must not keep it. 

EL Ah woe is me for thee, Orestes, if 1 am not to 
give thee burial! 

Or. Hush! no such word! Thou hast no right to 
lament. 

EL No right to lament for my dead brother ? 

Or. It is not meet for thee to speak of him thus. 

EL Am 1 so dishonoured of the dead ? 

Or. Dishonoured of none: but this is not thy part. 

EL Yes, if these are the ashes of Orestes tl^t 1 
hold. 

Or. They are not; a fiction clothed them with his 
name. 

(He gently takfs the um from her.) 

EL And wnere is that unhappy one's tomb? 

Or. There is none; the living have no tomb. 

EL What sayest thou, boy ? 

Or. Nothing that is not true. 

El, The man is alive ? 

Or. If there be life in me. 

£/. What ? Art thou he ? 

Or. Look at this signet, once our father’s, and 
fudge if I speak truth. 

£/,0 blissful day! 

Or, Blissful, in very deed! 

£I.ls this thy voice? 

Or. Let no other voice reply. 

ELDol hold thee in my arms? 


Or. As mayeSt thou hold me always! 

EL Ah, dear friends and fellow-citizens, behold 
Orestes here, who was feigned dead, and now, by 
that feigning hath come safely home! 

Ch. We see him, daughter; and for this happy for- 
tune a tear of joy trickles from our eyes. 

El. Ofispring of him whom I loved best, thou 
hast come even now, thou hast come, and found 
and seen her whom thy heart desired! 

Or. I am with thee; but keep silence for a while. 

EL What meanest thou ? 

Or. 'Tis better to be silent, lest some one within 
should hear. 

EL Nay, by ever-virgin Artemis, I will never 
stoop to fear women, stay-at-homes, vain burdens 
of the ground! 

Or. Yet remember that in women, tooj dwells the 
spirit of battle; thou hast had good prom of that I 
ween. \ 

EL Alas! ah me! Thou hast reminded pe of my 
sorrow, one which, from its nature, ciannot be 
veiled, cannot be done away with, cannot forget! 

Or. I know this also; but when occasion prompts, 
then will be the moment to recall those deeds. 

EL Each moment of all time, as it comes, would 
be meet occasion for these my just complaints; 
scarcely now have I had my lips set free. 

Or. I grant it; therefore guard thy freedom. 

EL What must Ido? 

Or. When the season serves not, do not wish to 
speak too much. 

EL Nay, who could fitly exchange speech for such 
silence, when thou hast appeared? For now I have 
seen thy face, beyond all thought and hope! 

Or. Thou sawest it, when the gods moved me to 
come.... 

« ♦ * 

EL Thou hast told me of a grace above the first, 
if a god hath indeed brought thee to our house; I 
acknowledge therein the work of heaven. 

Or. I am loth, indeed, to curb thy gladness, but 
yet this excess of joy moves my fear. 

El. O thou who, after many a year, hast deigned 
thus to gladden mine eyes by thy return, do not, 
now that thou hast seen me in all my woe— 

Or. What is thy prayer? 

EL —do not rob me of the comfort of thy face; 
do not force me to forego it! 

Or. I should be wroth, indeed, if I saw another at- 
tempt it. 

EL My prayer is granted ? 

Or. Canst thou doubt ? 

EL Ah, friends, I heard a voice that I could never 
have hoped to hear; nor could I have restrained my 
emotion in silence, and without a cry, when I heard 
it. 

Ah me! But now 1 have thee; thou art come to 
me with the light of that dear countenance, which 
never, even in sorrow, could I forget. 

Or. Spare all superfluous words; tell me not of our 
mother's wickedness, or bow Aegisthus drains the 
wealth of our father's house by lavish luxury or 
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aimless waste; iot the story would not suffer thee to 
keep due limit. Tell me rather that which will serve 
our present need— where we must show ourselves, 
or wait in ambush, that this our coming may con- 
found the triumph of our foes. 

And look that our mother read not thy secret in 
thy radiant face, when we twain have advanced 
into the house, but make lament, as for the feigned 
disaster; for when we have prospered, then Uiere 
will be leisure to rejoice and exult in freedom. 

EL Nay, brother, as it pleases thee, so shall be my 
conduct also; for all my joy is a gift from thee, and 
not mine own. Nor would I consent to win a great 
good for myself at the cost of the least pain to thee; 
for so should I ill serve the divine power that 
befriends us now. 

But thou knowest how matters stand here, I 
doubt not: thou must have heard that Aegisthus is 
from home, but our mother within; and fear not 
that she will ever see my face lit up with smiles; for 
mine old hatred of her hath sunk into my heart; 
and, since I have beheld thee, for very joy I shall 
never cease to weep. How indeed should I cease, 
who have seen thee come home this day, first as 
dead, and then in life ? Strangely hast thou wrought 
on me; so that, if my father should return alive, I 
should no longer doubt my senses, but should be- 
lieve that I saw him. Now, therefore, that thou hast 
come to me so wondrously, command me as thou 
wilt; for, had I been alone, I should have achieved 
one of two things— a noble deliverance, or a noble 
death. 

Or, Thou hadst best be silent; for I hear some one 
within preparing to go forth. 

EL {to ORESTES and pylades). Enter, sirs; espe- 
cially as ye bring that which no one could repulse 
from these doors, though he receive it without joy. 

Enter the paedagogus. 

Pae, Foolish and senseless children! Are ye weary 
of your lives, or was there no wit born in you, that 
ye see not how ye stand, not on the brink, but in the 
very midst of deadly perils? Nay, had I not kept 
watch this long while at these doors, your plans 
would have been in the house before yourselves; 
but, as it is, my care shielded you from that. Now 
have done with this long discourse, these insatiate 
cries of joy, and pass within; for in such deeds delay 
is evil, and ’tis well to make an end. 

Or. What, then, will be my prospects when I 
enter ? 

Pae. Good; for thou art secured from recognition. 

Or. Thou hast reported me, I presume, as dead ? 

Pae. Know that here thou art numbered with the 
shades. 

Or. Do thev rejoice, then, at these tidings? Or 
what say they? 

Pae. I will tell thee at the end; meanwhile, all is 
well for us on their part— even that which is not 
well. 

EL Who is this, brother? I pray thee, tell me. 

Or. Dost thou not perceive ? 

EL 1 cahnot guess. 
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Or. Knowest thou not the man to whose hands 
thou gavest me once? 

EL What man ? How sayest thou ? 

Or. By whose hands, through thy forethought, I 
was secretly conveyed forth to Phocian soil. 

EL Is this he in whom, alone of many, I found a 
true ally of old, when our sire was slain ? 

Or. *Tis he; question me no further. 

EL O joyous day! O sole preserver of Agamem- 
non’s house, how hast thou come? Art thou he in- 
deed, who didst save my brother and myself from 
many sorrows ? O dearest hands; O messenger whose 
feet were kindly servants! How couldst thou be with 
me so long, and remain unknown, nor give a ray of 
light, but afflict me by fables, while possessed of 
truths most sweet? Hail, father— for *tis a father 
that I seem to behold! All hail— and know that I 
have hated thee, and loved thee, in one day, as 
never man before! 

Pae, Enough, methinks; as for the story of the 
past, many are the circling nights, and days as 
many, which shall show it thee, Electra, in its ful- 
ness. 

{To ORESTES and pylades.) But this is my counsel 
to you twain, who stand there— now is the time to 
act; now Clytaemnestra is alone— no man is now 
within: but, if ye pause, consider that ye will have 
to fight, not with the inmates alone, but with other 
foes more numerous and better skilled. 

Or, Pylades, this our task seems no longer to crave 
many words, but rather that we should enter the 
house forthwith— first adoring the shrines of my 
father’s gods, who keep these gates. 

ORESTES and pylades enter the house ^ followed 
by the paedagogus. electra remains outside. 
EL O King Apollo! graciously hear them, and 
hear me besides, who so oft have come before thine 
altar with such gifts as my devout hand could bring! 
And now, O Lycean Apollo, with such vows as 1 can 
make, I pray thee, I supplicate, I implore, grant us 
thy benignant aid in these designs, and show men 
how impiety is rewarded by the gods! 

electra enters the house. 
Chorus 

Behold how Ares moves onward, breathing 
deadly vengeance, against which none may strive! 

Even now the pursuers of dark guilt have passed 
beneath yon roof, the hounds which none may flee. 
Tlierefore the vision of my soul shall not long tarry 
in suspense. 

The champion of the spirits infernal is ushered 
with stealthy feet into the house, the ancestral pal- 
ace of his sire, bearing keen-edged death in his 
hands; and Hermes, son of Maia, who hath shrouded 
the guile in darkness, leads him forward, even to the 
end, and delays no more. 

Enter electra from the house. 
EL Ah, dearest friends, in a moment the men will 
do the deed; but wait in silence. 
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Ch. How is it ? what do they now ? 

El, She is decking the urn for burial, and those 
two stand close to her. 

Ch, And why hast thou sped forth? 

El. To guard against Aegisthus entering before 
we arc aware. 

Cl. (within), Alas! Woe for the house forsaken of 
friends and filled with murderers! 

El. A cry goes up within: hear ye not, friends? 

Ch. I heard, ah me, sounds dire to hear, and 
shuddered! 

Cl. (withiii). O hapless that I am! Aegisthus, 
where, where art thou ? 

El. Hark, once more a voice resounds! 

Cl. (within). My son, my son, have pity on thy 
mother! 

El. Thou hadst none for him, nor for the father 
that begat him. 

Ch. Ill-fated realm and race, now the fate that 
hath pursued thee day by day is dying— is dying! 

Cl. (within). Oh, I am smitten! 

‘ E/. Smile, if thou canst, once more! 

Cl. (within). Ah, woe is me again! 

El. Would that the woe were for Aegisthus too! 

Ch. The curses are at work; the buried live; blood 
flows for blood, drained from the slayers by those 
who died of yore. 

Enter orestes and pvlades from the house. 

Behold, they come! That red hand recks with 
sacrifice to Ares; nor can 1 blame the deed. 

El. Orestes, how fare ye ? 

Or. All is well within the house, if Apollo's oracle 
spake well. 

El. The guilty one is dead ? 

Or. Fear no more that thy proud mother will ever 

put thee to dishonour. 

* « « 

Ch. Cease; for I see Aegisthus full in view. 

El. Rash boys, back, back! 

Or. Where see ye the man ? 

El, Yonder, at our mercy, he advances from the 
suburb, full of joy. 

Ch. Make with all speed for the vestibule; that, 
as your first task prospered, so this again may pros- 
per now. 

Or, Fear not— we will perform it. 

El. Haste, then, wither thou wouldst. 

Or. See, 1 am gone. 

El. 1 will look to matters here. 

Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

Ch. Twere well to soothe his ear with some few 
words of seeming gentleness, that he may rush 
blindly upon the struggle with his doom. 

Enter aegisthus. 

Aegisthus. Which of you can tell me, where are 
those Phocian strangers, who, 'tis said, have brought 
us tidings of Orestes slain in the wreck of his chari- 
ot? Thee, thee I ask, yes, thee, in former days so 
bold— for methinks it touches thee most nearly; 
thou best must know, and best canst tell. 

El. I know assuredly; else were I a stranger to the 
fortune of my nearest kinsfolk. 


Aeg. Wlierc then may be the strangers? Tell me. 

El. Within; they have found a way to the heart 
of their hostess. 

Aeg. Have they in truth reported him dead? 

El. Nay, not reported only; they have shown 
him. 

Aeg. Can I, then, sec the corpse with mine own 
eyes? 

El. Thou canst, indeed; and ’tis no enviable 
sight. 

Aeg. Indeed, thou hast given me a joyful greet- 
ing, beyond thy wont. 

El. Joy be thine, if in these things thou findcst 
joy. 

Aeg. Silence, I say, and throw wide the gates, for 
all Mycenaeans and Argives to behold; that, if any 
of them ^vt^e once buoyed on empty hopes from 
this man, now, seeing him dead, they niay receive 
my curb, instead of waiting till my chastisement 
make them wise perforce! \ 

El. No loyalty is lacking on my part; time hath 
taught me the prudence of concord with the 
stronger. 

(A shrouded corpse is disclosed, orestes and pylades 

stand near it.) 

Aeg. O Zeus, I behold that which hath not fallen 
save by the doom of jealous Heaven; but, if Neme- 
sis attend that word, be it unsaid! 

Take al! the covering from the face, that kinship, 
at least, may receive the tribute of lament from me 
also. 

Or. Lift the veil thyself; not my part this, but 
thine, to look upon these relics, and to greet them 
kindly. 

Aeg. 'Tis good counsel, and I will follow it. (To 
electra) But thou— call me Clytaemnestra, if she 
is within. 

Or. Lo, she is near thee; turn not thine eyes else- 
where. 

(aegisthus removes the face-cloth from the corpse.) 

Aeg. O, what sight is this! 

Or. Why so scared ? Is the face so strange? 

Aeg. who are the men into whose mid toils I have 
&llen, hapless that lam? 

Or. Nay, hast thou not discovered ere now that 
the dead, as thou rniscallcst them, are living ? 

Aeg. Alas, 1 read the riddle: this can be none but 
Orestes who speaks to me! 

Or. And, though so good a prophet, thou wast 
deceived so long ? 

Aeg. Oh lost, undone! Yet suffer me to say one 
word... 

El. In heaven’s name, my brother, suffer him not 
to speak further, or to plead at length! When mor- 
tals are in the meshes of fate, how can such respite 
avail one who is to die? No— slay him forthwith, 
and cast his corpse to the creatures from whom such 
as he should have burial, far from our sight! To me, 
nothing but this can make amends for the woes of 
the past. 

Or. (to aegisthus) Go in, and quickly; the issue 
here is not of words, but of thy life. 
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Aeg. Why take me into the house ? If this deed be 
fair, what need of darkness? Why is thy hand not 
prompt to strike? 

Or. Dictate not, but go where thou didst slay my 
father, that in the same place thou mayest die. 

Acg. Is this dwelling doomed to see all woes of 
Pelops* line, now, and in time to come ? 

Or. Thine, at least; trust my prophetic skill so far. 

Aeg. The skill thou vauntest belonged not to thy 
sire. 

Or. Thou handiest words, and our going is de- 
layed. Move forward! 

'^eqr. Lead thou. 


Or. Thou must go first. 

Aeg. Lest I escape thee ? 

Or. No, but that thou mayest not choose how to 
die; I must not spare thee any bitterness of death. 
And well it were if this judgment came straightway 
upon all who dealt in lawless deeds, even the judg- 
ment of the sword: so should not wickedness 
abound. 

ORESTES and pylades drive aegistuus into the 
palace. 

Ch. O house of Atreus, through how many suffer- 
ings hast thou come forth at last in freedom, 
crowned with good by this day's enterprise! 



TRACHINIAE 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Deianeira Lichas, the herald of Heracles 

Nurse Heracles 

Hyllus, son of Heracles and Deianeira An Old Man 
Messenger Chorus of Trachinian Maidens 


At Trachisy before the house of Heracles, Enter 
DEIANEIRA from the house^ accompanied by the 
nurse. 

Deianeira, There is a saying among men, put forth 
of old, that thou canst not rightly judge whether a 
mortal’s lot is good or evil, ere he die. But I, even 
before I have passed to the world of death, know 
well that my life is sorrowful and bitter; I, who in 
the house of my father Oencus, while yet I dwelt at 
Pleuron, had such fear of bridals as never vexed any 
maiden of Aetolia. For my wooer was a river-god, 
Acheloiis, who in three shapes was ever asking me 
from my sire-coming now as a bull in bodily form, 
now as a serpent with sheeny coils, now with trunk 
of man and front of ox, while from a shaggy beard 
the streams of fountain-water flowed abroad. With 
the fear of such a suitor before mine eyes, I was al- 
ways praying in my wretchedness that I might die, 
or ever 1 should come near to such a bed. 

But at last, to my joy, came the glorious son of 
Zeus and Alcmena; who closed with him in combat, 
and delivered me. How the fight was waged, I can- 
not clearly tell, 1 know not; if there be any one who 
watched that sight without terror, such might speak: 
I, as I sat there, was distraught with dread, lest 
beauty should bring me sorrow at the last. But finally 
the Zeus of battles ordained well— if well indeed it 
be: for since I have been joined to Heracles as his 
chosen bride, fear after fear hath haunted me on his 
account; one night brings a trouble, and the next 
night, in turn, drives it out. And then children were 
born to us; whom he has seen only as the husband- 
man sees his distant field, which he visits at seed- 
time, and once again at harvest. Such was the life 
that kept him journeying to and fro, in the service 
ofa certain master. 

But now, when he hath risen above those trials, 
now it is that my anguish is sorest. Ever since he 
slew the valiant Iphitus, we have been dwelling here 
in Trachis, exiles from our home, and the guests ofa 
stranger; but where he is, no one knows; I only 
know that he is gone, and hath pierced my heart 
with cruel pangs for him. I am almost sure that some 
evil hath befallen him; it is no short space that hath 
passed, but ten long months, and then five more^ 
and still no message from him. Yes, there has been 
some dread mischance; witness that tablet which he 
left with me ere he went forth: oft do 1 pray to the 


gods that I may not have received it for my sorrow. 

Nurse, Deianeira, my mistress, many a time have 
I markqd^thy bitter tears and lamentations, as thou 
bewailedst the going forth of Heracles; [but now— if 
it be meet to $(mool the free-born withlthe counsels 
of a slave, and if I must say what behoves thee— 
why, when thou art so rich in sons, dost thou send 
no one of them to seek thy lord; Hyllusi before all, 
who might well go on that errand, if he cared that 
there should be tidings of his fiither’s wdfare? Lo! 
there he comes, speeding towards the house with 
timely step; if, then, thou deemest that I speak in 
season, thou canst use at once my counsel, and the 
man. 

Enter hyllus. 

De, My child, my son, wise words may fall, it 
seems, from humble lips; this woman is a slave, but 
hath spoken in the spirit of the free. 

Hyllus, How, mother? Tell me, if it may be told. 

De, It brings thee shame, she saith, that, when 
thy father hath been so long a stranger, thou hast 
not sought to learn where he is. 

Hy, Nay, I know~if rumour can be trusted. 

De. And in what region, my child, doth rumour 
place him ? 

Hy, Last year, they say, through all the months, 
he toiled as bondman to a Lydian woman. 

De. If he bore that, then no tidings can surprise. 

Hy, Well, he has been delivered from that, as I 
hear. 

De. Where, then, is he reported to be now— alive, 
or dead ? 

Hy. He is waging or planning a war, they say, 
upon Euboea, the realm of Eurytus. 

De. Knowest thou, my son, that he hath left with 
me sure oracles touching that land ? 

Hy. What are "they, mother? I know not whereof 
thou speakest. 

De. That either he shall meet his death, or, hav- 
ing achieved this task, shall have rest thenceforth, 
for all his days to come. 

So, my child, when his fate is thus trembling in 
the scale, wilt thou not go to succour him? For we 
are saved, if he find safety, or we perish with him. 

Hy. Ay, 1 will go, my mother; and, had I known 
the import of these prophecies, I had been there 
long since; but, as it was, my father’s wonted for* 
tune suffered me not to feel fear for him, or to be 
anxious overmuch. Now that 1 have the knowledge, 
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I will spare no pains to learn the whole truth in this 
matter. 

De. Go, then, my son; be the seeker ne’er so late, 
he is rewarded if he learn tidings of joy. 

HYLLUs departs as the chorus of trachiniah 
MAIDENS enters. They are the friends and con-- 
fidantes of deianeira. 

Chorus 

Thou whom Night brings forth at the moment 
when she is despoiled of her starry crown, and lays 
to rest in thy splendour, tell me, I pray thee, O 
Sun-god, tell me where abides Alcmena’s son ? Thou 
glorious lord of flashing light, say, is he threading 
the straits of the sea, or hath he found an abode on 
either continent? Speak, thou who seest as none 
else can seel 

For Deianeira, as 1 hear, hath ever an aching heart; 
she, the battle-prize of old, is now like some bird 
lorn of its mate; she can never lull her yearning, nor 
stay her tears; haunted by a sleepless fear for her 
absent lord, she pines on her anxious, widowed couch, 
miserable in her foreboding of mischance. 

As one may see billow after billow driven over 
the wide deep by the tireless southwind or the 
north, so the trouble of his life, stormy as the Cre- 
tan sea, now whirls back the son of Cadmus, now 
lifts him to honour. But some god ever saves him 
from the house of death, and suffers him not to fail. 

Lady, I praise not this thy mood; with all rever- 
ence will I speak, yet in reproof. Thou dost not 
well, I say, to kill fair hope by fretting; remember 
that the son of Cronus himself, the all-disposing 
king, hath not appointed a painless lot for mortals. 
Sorrow and joy come round to all, as the Bear moves 
in his circling paths. 

Yea, starry night abides not with men, nor tribu- 
lation, nor wealth; in a moment it is gone from us, 
and another hath his turn of gladness, and of be- 
reavement. So would I wish thee also, the Queen, 
to keep that prospect ever in thy thoughts; for 
when hath Zeus been found so careless of his ^ildren ? 

De. Ye have heard of my trouble, I think, and 
that hath brought you here; but the anguish which 
consumes my heart— ye are strangers to that; and 
never may ye learn it by suffering! Yes, the tender 
plant grows in those sheltered regions of its own; 
and the Sun-god’s heat vexes it not, nor rain, nor 
any wind; but it rejoices in its sweet, untroubled 
'being, till such time as the maiden is called a wife, 
and finds her portion of anxious thoughts in the 
night, brooding on danger to husband or to chil- 
dren. Such an one could understand the burden of 
my cares; ^e could judge them by her own. 

Well, I have had many a sorrow to weep for ere 
nowfbut I am going to speak of one more grievous 
than them all. 


When Heracles my lord was gmng from home on 
his kst journey, he left in the house an ancient tab- 
let, inscribed with tokens which he had never brought 
himself to explain to me before, many as were the 
ordeals to which he had gone forth. He had always 
departed as if to conquer, not to die. But now, as if 
he were a doomed man, he told me what portion of 
his substance 1 was to take for my dower, and how 
he would have his sons share their father’s land 
amongst them. And he fixed the time; saying that, 
when a year and three months should have pawed 
since he had left the country, then he was fated to 
die; or, if he should have survived that term, to live 
thenceforth an untroubled life. 

Such, he said, was the doom ordained by the gods 
to be accomplished in the toils of Heracles; as the 
ancient oak at Dodona had spoken of yore, by the 
mouth of the two Peleiades. And this is the precise 
moment when the fulfilment of that word becomes 
due; so that I start up from sweet slumber, my 
friends, stricken with terror at the thought that I 
must remain widowed of the noblest among men. 

Ch. Hush— no more ill-omened words; I see a man 
approaching, who wears a wreath, as if for joyous 
tidings. 

Enter messenger. 

Messenger. Queen Deianeira, I shall be the first of 
messengers to free thee from fear. Know that Alc- 
mena’s son lives and triumphs, and from battle brings 
the first-fruits to the gods of this land. 

De. What news is this, old man, that thou hast 
told me? 

Me. That thy lord, admired of all, will soon come 
to thy house, restored to thee in his victorious 
might. 

De. What citizen or stranger hath told thee this? 

Me. In the meadow, summer haunt of oxen, Lichas 
the herald is proclaiming it to many: from him I 
heard it, and flew hither, that 1 might be the first to 
give thee these tidings, and so might reap some 
guerdon from thee, and win thy grace. 

De. And why is he not here, if he brings good 
news? 

Me. His task, lady, is no easy one; all the Malian 
folk have thronged around him with questions, and 
he cannot move forward: each and all are bent on 
learning what they desire, and will not release him 
until they are satisfied. Thus their eagerness detains 
him against his will; but thou shall presently see him 
£sce to face. 

De. O Zeus, who rulest the meads of Octa, sacred 
from the scythe, at last, though late, thou hast given 
us joy! Uplift your voices, ye women within the 
house and ye beyond our gates, since now we arc 
gladdened by the light of this message, that hath 
risen on us beyond my hope! 

Ch. Let the maidens raise a joyous strain for the 
house, with songs of triumph at the hearth; and, 
amidst them, let the shout of the men go up with 
one accord for Aixillo of the bright quiver, our De- 
fender! And at the same time, ye maidens, lift up a 
paean, cry aloud to his sister, the Ortygian Artemis, 
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smiter of deer, goddess of the twofold torch, and to 
the Nymphs her neighbours! 

My spirit soars; 1 will not reject the wooing of the 
flute. O thou sovereign of my soul! Lo, the ivy’s 
spell begins to work upon me! Euoe! even now it 
moves me to whirl in the swift dance of Bacchanals! 

Praise, praise unto the Healer! See, dear lady, see! 
Behold, these tidings are taking shape before thy 
gaze. 

De, I sec it, dear maidens; my watching eyes had 
not failed to note yon company. (Enter lAcnASt fol- 
lowed by Captive Maidens,) All hail to the herald, 
whose coming hath been $0 long delayed! if indeed 
thou bringest aught than can give joy. 

Uchas, We are happy in our return, and happy in 
thy greeting, lady, which befits the deed achieved; 
for when a man hath fair fortune, he needs must win 
good welcome. 

De, O best of friends, tell me first what first I 
would know — shall I receive Heracles alive? 

U, I, certainly, left him alive and well — in vigor- 
ous health, unburdened by disease. 

De, Where, tell me— at home, or on foreign 
soil? 

Li. There is a headland of Euboea, where to Ce- 
naean Zeus he consecrates altars, and the tribute of 
fruitful ground. 

De, In payment of a vow, or at the bidding of an 
oracle ? 

Li. For a vow, made when he was seeking to con- 
quer and despoil the country of these women who 
are before thee. 

De, And these— who are they, I pray thee, and 
whose daughters? They deserve pity, unless their 
plight deceives me. 

Li. These are captives whom he chose out for him- 
self and for the gods, when he sacked the city of 
Eurytus. 

De, Was it the war against that city which kept 
him away so long, beyond all forecast, past all count 
of days? 

Li. Not so; the greater part of the time he was 
detained in Lydia— no free man, as he declares, but 
sold into' bondage. No offence should attend on the 
word, lady, when the deed is found to be of Zeus. 
So he passed a whole year, as he himself avows, in 
thraldom to Omphal^ the barbarian. And so stung 
was he by that reproach, he bound himself by a 
solemn oath that he would one day enslave, with 
wife and child, the man who had brought that ca- 
lamity upon him. Nor did he speak the word in 
vain; but, when he had been purged, gathered an 
alien host, and went against the city of Eurytus. 
That man, he said, alone of mortals, had a share in 
causing his misfortune. For when Heracles, an old 
friend, came to his house and hearth, Eurytus heaped 
on him the taunts of a bitter tongue and spiteful 
soul,saying,“Thou hast unerring arrows in thy hands, 
and yet my sons surpass thee in the trial of arch- 
ery”, “Thou art a slave,” he cried, “a free man’s 
broken thrall”: and at a banquet, when his guest 
was full of wine, he thrust him uom his doors. 
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Wroth thereat, when afterward Iphitus came to 
the hill of Tiryns, in search for horses that had 
strayed, Heracles seized a moment when the man’s 
wandering thoughts went not with his wandering 
gaze, and hurled him from a tower-like summit. But 
in anger at that deed, Zeus our lord, Olympian sire 
of all, sent him forth into bondage, and spared not, 
because, this once, he had taken a life by guile. Had 
he wreaked his vengeance openly, Zeus would sure- 
ly have pardoned him the righteous triumph; for 
the gods, too, love not insolence. 

So those men, who waxed so proud with bitter 
speech, are themselves in the mansions of the dead, 
all of them, and their city is enslaved; while the 
women whom thou bcholdest, fallen from happi- 
ness to misery, come here to thee; for such was thy 
lord’s command, which I, his faithful servant, per- 
form. He himself, thou maycsi be sure|— so soon as 
he shall have offered holy sacrifice forlhis victory 
to Zeus from whom he sprang— will be\ with thee. 
After all the fair tidings that have been' told, this, 
indeed, is the sweetest word to hear. ' 

Ch, Now, O Queen, thy joy is assurejd; part is 
with thee, and thou hast promise of the rest. 

De, Yea, have I not the fullest reason to rejoice at 
these tidings of my lord’s happy fortune? To such 
fortune, such joy must needs respond. And yet a 
prudent mind can see room for misgiving lest he 
who prospers should one day suffer reverse. A strange 
pity hath come over me, friends, at the sight of 
these ill-fated exiles, homeless and fiitherless in a 
foreign land; once the daughters, perchance, of free- 
born sires, but now doomed to the life of slaves. O 
Zeus, who turncst the tide of battle, never may I 
see child of mine thus visited by thy hand ; nay, if 
such visitation is to be, may it not fell while Deia- 
neira lives! Such dread do I feel, beholding these. 

(To ioi.e) Ah, hapless girl, say, who art thou? A 
maiden, or a mother? To judge by thine aspect, an 
innocent maiden, and of a noble race. Lichas, whose 
daughter is this stranger ? Who is her mother, who 
her sire? Speak, I pity her more than all the rest, 
when 1 behold her; as she alone shows a due feeling 
for her plight. 

Li. How should I know ? Why should’st thou ask 
me? Perchance the offspring 01 not the meanest in 
yonder land. 

De, Can she be of royal race? Had Eurytus a 
daughter ? 

Li, 1 know not; indeed, 1 asked not many ques- 
tions. 

De, And thou hast not heard her name from any 
of her companions ? 

Li. No, indeed, 1 went through my task in silence. 
De, Unhappy girl, let me, at least, hear it from 
thine own mouth. It is indeed distressing not to 
know thy name. 

Li. It will be unlike her former behaviour, then, 
1 can tell thee, if she opens her lips: for she hath not 
uttered one word, but hath ever been travailing 
with the burden of her sorrow, and weeping bitter- 
ly, poor girl, since she left her wind-swept home. 
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Such a state is grievous for herself, but claims our 
forbearance. 

De, Then let her be left in peace, and pass under 
our roof as she wishes; her present woes must not be 
crowned with fresh pains at my hands; she hath 
enough already. Now let us all go in, that thou may- 
est start speedily on thy journey, while I make all 
things ready in the house. 

(Lichas, followed by the Captives^ moves into the 

house,) 

Me, {coming nearer to deianeira) Ay, but first 
tarry here a brief space, that thou mayest learn, 
apart from yonder folk, whom thou art taking to 
ihy hearth, and mayest gain the needful kno^^ ledge 
of things which have not been told to thee. Of these 
I am in full possession. 

De. What means this? Why wouldest thou stay 
my departure? 

Me, Pause and listen. My former story ^^'as worth 
thy hearing, and so will this one be, methinks. 

De, Shall I call those others back ? Or wilt thou 
speak before me and these maidens ? 

Me, To thee and these I can speak freely; never 
mind the others. 

De. Well, they are gone; so thy story can proceed. 

Me. Yonder man was not speaking the straight- 
forward truth in aught that he has just told. He has 
given false tidings now, or else his former report was 
dishonest. 

De, How sayest thou? Explain thy whole drift 
clearly; thus far, thy words are riddles to me. 

Me. I heard this man declare, before many wit- 
nesses, that for this maiden’s sake Heracles over- 
threw Eurytus and the proud towers of Oechalia; 
Love, alone of the gods, wrought on him to do those 
deeds of arms— not the toilsome servitude to Om- 
phal^ in Lydia, nor the death to which Iphitus was 
hurled. But now the herald has thrust Love out of 
sight, and tells a different tale. 

Well, when he could not persuade her sire to give 
him the maiden for his paramour, he devised some 
petty complaint as a pretext, and made war upon 
her land— that in which, as he said, this Eurytus 
bore sway — and slew the prince her father, and 
sacked her city. And now, as thou secst, he comes 
sending her to this house not in careless fashion, 
lady, nor like a slave; no, dream not of that— it is 
not likely, if his heart is kindled with desire. 

1 resolved, therefore, O Queen, to tell thee all 
that I had heard from yonder man. Many others w ere 
listening to it, as I was, in the public place where the 
Trachinians were assembled; and they can convict 
him. If my words are unwelcome, I am grieved; but 
nevertheless I have spoken out the truth. 

De. Ah me unhappy! In what plight do I stand? 
What secret bane have I received beneath my roof? 
Hapless that I am! Is she nameless, then, as her con- 
voy sware ? 

Me. Nay, illustrious by name as by birth; she is 
the daughter of Eurytus, and was once called lol^; 
she of whose parentage Lichas could say nothings 
because, forsooth, he asked no questions. 
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Ch. Accursed, above other evil-doers, be the man 
whom deeds of treachery dishonour! 

De. Ah, maidens, what am I to do? These latest 
tidings have bewildered me! 

Ch. Go and inquire from Lichas; perchance he 
will tell the truth, if thou constrain him to answer. 
De. Well, I will go; thy counsel is not amiss. 

Me. And I, shall I wait here? Or what is thy 
pleasure ? 

De. Remain ; here he comes from the house of his 
own accord, without summons from me. 

Enter lichas. 

Li. Lady, what message shall I bear to Heracles? 
Give me thy commands, for, as thou seest, I am go- 
ing. 

De. How hastily thou art rushing away, when thy 
visit had been so long delayed— before we have had 
time for further talk. 

Li. Nay, if there be aught that thou would *st ask, 
I am at thy service. 

De. Wilt thou indeed give me the honest truth? 
Li. Yes, be great Zeus my witness, in anything 
that I know. 

De. Who is the woman, then, whom thou hast 
brought ? 

Li. She is Eubocan ; but of what birth, I cannot say. 
Me. Sirrah, look at me: to whom art thou speak- 
ing, think’st thou ? 

Li. And thou— what dost thou mean by such a 
question ? 

Me. Deign to answer me, if thou comprehcndcst. 
Li. To the royal Deianeira, unless mine eyes de- 
ceive me— daughter of Oeneus, wife of Heracles, 
and my queen. 

Me. The very word that I wished to hear from 
thee: thou sayest that she is thy queen? 

U. Yes, as in duty bound. 

Me. Well, then, what art thou prepared to suffer, 
if found guilty of failing in that duty ? 

Li. Failing in duty? What dark saying is this? 

Me. *Tis none; the darkest words arc thine own. 
Li. I will go— I was foolish to hear thee so long. 
Me. No, not till thou hast answered a brief ques- 
tion. 

Li. Ask what thou wilt; thou art not taciturn. 

Me. That captive, whom thou hast brought home 
—thou knowest whom I mean ? 

Li. Yes; but why dost thou ask ? 

Me, Well, saidst thou not that thy prisoner— she, 
on whom thy gaze now turns so vacantly — was lol^, 
daughter of Eurytus? 

Li. Said it to whom ? Who and where is the man 
that will be thy witness to hearing this from me? 

Me. To many of our own folk thou saidst it: in 
the public gathering of Trachinians, a great crowd 
heard thus much from thee. 

Li. Ay— said they heard; but ’tis one thing to re- 
port a fancy, and another to make the story good. 

Me. A fancy! Didst thou not say on thine oath 
that thou wast bringing her as a bride for Heracles? 

Li. 1? bringing a bride? In the name of the gods, 
dear mistress, tell me who this stranger may be? 

173 


TRACHINIAE 



S0I^0CL£S 

Me, One who heard from thine own lips that the burdens by waging a fruitless hght against the gods, 

conquest of the whole city was due to love for this But let us go into the house, that thou mayest 
girl: the Lydian woman was not its destroyer, but receive my messaees;and, since gifts dioidd be meetly 

the passion which this maid has kindled. recompensed with gifts, that thou mayest these 

U, l^dy, let this fellow withdraw; to prate with also. It is not right that thou shouldest go back with 

the brainsick befits not a sane man. empty hands, after coming with such a goodly train. 

De, Nay, 1 implore thee by Zeus whose lightnings ExU messenger, as lichas and deianeira go 

go forth over the high glens of Oeta, do not cheat into the house, 

me of the truth! For she to whom thou wilt speak is Ch, Great and mighty is the victory which the 
not ungenerous, nor hath she yet to learn that the Cyprian queen ever bears away. 1 stay not now to 

human heart is inconstant to its joys. They are not speak of the gods; I spare to tell how she beguiled 

wise, then, who stand forth to bufiiet against Love; the son of Cronus, and Hades, the lord of darkness, 

for Ix>ve rules the gods as he will, and me; and why or Poseidon, shaker of the earth, 

not another woman, such as 1 am ? So I am mad in- But, when this bride was to be won, who were the 

deed, if I blame my husband, because that distem- valiant rivals that entered the contest for her liand? 

per hath seized him; or this woman, his partner in a Who went forth to the ordeal of battle, to the fierce 
thing which is no shame to them, and no wrong to blows and the blinding dust ? \ 

me. Impossible! No; if he taught thee to speak false- One was a mighty river-cod, the dreLd form of a 
ly, ’tis not a noble lesson that thou art learning; or horned and four-legged bull, Acheloiis, from Ocnia- 

it thou art thine own teacher in this, thou wilt be dae: the other came from Thebb, dear to Bacchus, 

found cruel when it is thy wish to prove kind. Nay, with curved bow, and spears, and branqished club, 

tell me the whole truth. To a free-born man, the the son of Zeus: who then met in combat, fain to 

name of liar cleaves as a deadly brand. If thy hope win a bride: and the Cyprian goddess of nuptial joy 

is to escape detection, that, too, is vain; there are was there with them, sole umpire of their strife, 

many to whom thou hast spoken, who will tell me. Then was there clatter of fists and clang of bow. 
And if thou art afraid, thy fear is mistaken. 'Not and the noise of a bull's horns therewith; then were 

to learn the truth, that, indeed, would pain me; but there close-locked grapplings, and deadly blows from 

to know it— what is there terrible in that ? Hath not the forehead, and loud deep cries from l^th. 

Heracles wedded others crcnow,—ay, more than Meanwhile, she, in her delicate beauty, sat on the 

living man,— and no one of them hath had harsh side of a hill that could be seen afar, awaiting the 
word or taunt from me; nor shall this girl, though husband that should be hers, 

her whole being should be absorbed in her passion; [So the battle rages] as I have told; but the fair 
for indeed 1 felt a profound pity when I beheld her, bride who is the prize of the strife abides the end in 

because her beauty hath wrecked her life, and she, piteous anguish. And suddenly she is parted from 

hapless one, all innocent, hath brought her father- her mother, as when a heifer is taken from its dam. 
land to ruin and to bondage. deianeira enters from, the house alone, carrying 

Well, those things must go with wind and stream. in her arms a casket containing a robe. 

To thee I say— deceive whom thou wilt, but ever De, Dear friends, while our visitor is saying his 
speak the truth to me. farewell to the captive girls in the house, I ^ve 

Ch, Hearken to her good counsel, and hereafter stolen forth to you— partly to tell you what these 

thou shaft have no cause to complain of this lady; hands have devised, and partly to crave your sym- 

our thanks, too, will be thine. pa thy with my sorrow. 

Li, Nay, then, dear mistress— since I see that thou A maiden— or, methinks, no longer a maiden, but 

thinkest as mortals should think, and canst allow for a mistress— hath found her way into my house, as a 

weakness— I will tell thee the whole truth, and hide freight comes to a mariner, a merchandise to make 

it not. Yes, it is even as yon man saith. This girl in- shipwreck of my peace. And now we twain are to 

spired that overmastering love which long ago smote share the same marriage-bed , the same embrace. Such 

through the soul of Heracles; for this gin's sake the is the reward that Heracles hath sent me— he whom 

desolate Occhalia, her home, was made the prey of I called true and loyal— for guarding his home through 

his spear. And he— it is just to him to say so— never ail that weary -time. I have no thought of anger 

denied this, never told me to conceal it. But I, lady, against him, often as he is vexed with tms distemper, 

fearing to wound thy heart by such tidings, have But then to live with her, sharing the same union— 

smned, if thou count this in any sort a sin. what woman could endure it ? For I see that the 

Now, however, that thou knowest the whole story, fiower of her age is blossoming, while mine is fading ; 
for both your sakes— for his, and not less for thine and the eyes of men love to cull the bloom of youth* 

own— bear with the woman, and be content that but they turn aside from the old. This, then, is my 

the words which thou hast spoken regarding her fear— lest Heracles, in name my spouse, should be 

diould bind thee still For be, whose strength is the youngcr’s mate. 

victorious in all else, hath been utterly vanquished But, as I said, anger ill beseems a woman of under- 
by his passion for this girl. standing. I will tell you, friends, the way by which 

. De* Indeed, mine own thouj^ts move me to act X hope to find deliverance and relief. I had a gift, 

thus. Trust me, 1 will not add a new afOhetion to my given to me long ago by a monster of olden time, 
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and storied to an urn of bronze; a gift which, while 
yet a girl, I took up from the shaggy-breasted Nes- 
sus— from hb life-blood, as he lay dying; Ncssus, 
who used to carry men in his arms for hire across 
the deep waters of the Evenus, using no oar to waft 
them, nor sail of ship. 

I, too, was carried on his shoulders— when, by my 
father's sending, 1 first went forth with Heracles as 
his wife; and when I was in mid-stream, he touched 
me with wanton hands. 1 shrieked; the son of Zeus 
turned quickly round, and shot a feathered arrow; 
it whizzra through his breast to the lungs; and, in 
his mortal faintness, thus much the Centaur spake: 

**Child of aged Oeneus, thou shalt have at least 
this profit of my ferrying— if thou wilt hearken— 
because thou wast the bst whom I conveyed. If 
thou gatherest with thy hands the blood clotted 
round my wound, at the place where the Hydra, 
Lerna's monstrous growth, hath tinged the arrow 
with black gall, this shall be to thee a charm for the 
soul of Heracles, so that he shall never look upon 
any woman to love her more than thee.” 

I bethought me of this, my friends— for, after his 
death, I had kept it carefully locked up in a secret 
place; and I have anointed this robe, doing every- 
thing to it as he enjoined while he lived. The work 
is finished. May deeds of wicked daring be ever far 
from my thoughts, and from my knowledge— as I 
abhor the women who attempt them! But if in any 
wise I may prevail against this girl by love-spells and 
charms used on Heracles, the means to that end arc 
ready; unless, indeed, 1 seem to be acting rashly: if 
so, 1 will desist forthwith. 

Ch, Nay, if these measures give any ground of 
confidence, we think that thy design is not amiss. 

De. Well, the ground stands thus— there is a fair 
promise; but I have not yet essayed the proof. 

Ch, Nay, knowledge must come through action; 
thou canst have no test which is not fanciful, save 
by trial. 

De, Well, we shall know presently: for there I see 
the man already at the doors; and he will soon be 
going. Only may my secret be well kept by you! 
While thy deeds arc hidden, even though they be 
not seemly, thou wilt never be brought to shame. 

Enter lighas. 

U, What are thy commands ? Give me my charge, 
daughter of Oeneus; for already 1 have tarried over 
long. 

De, Indeed, I have just been seeing to this for 

maidens in the house; that thou shouldest take for 
me this long robe, woven by mine own hand, a gift 
to mine absent lord. 

And when thou givest it, charge him that he, and 
no other, shall be the first to wear it; that it shall 
not ^ seen by the light of the sun, nor by the sacred 
precinct, nor by the fire at the hearth, until he 
stand forth, conspicuous before all eyes, and show 
it to the gods on a day when bulls are slain. 

For thus had I vowed, that if 1 should ever see or 
hear that he had come safely home, I would duly 
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clothe him in this robe, and so present him to the 
gods, newly radiant at their altar in newprb. 

As proof, thou shalt carry a token, which he will 
quickly recognise within the circle of this seal. 

Now go thy way; and, first, remember the rule 
that messengers should not be meddlers; next, so 
bear thee that my thanks may be joined to his, 
doubling the grace which thou shalt win. 

Li. Nay, if I ply this herald-craft of Hermes with 
any sureness, I will never trip in doing thine errand: 
I will not fail to deliver this casket as it is, and to 
add thy words in attestation of thy gift. 

De, Thou mayest be going now; for thou know- 
cst well how things are with us in the house. 

Li, 1 know, and will report, that all hath pros- 
pered. 

De, And then thou hast seen the greeting given 
to the stranger maiden— thou knowest how I wel- 
comed her ? 

Li, So that my heart was filled with wondering 
joy. 

De, What more, then, is there for thee to tell ? I 
am afraid that it would be too soon to speak of the 
longing on my part, before we know if I am longed 
for there. 

LicHAs departs with the casket, deianeira retires 
into the house. 

Chorus 

O ye who dwell by the warm springs between 
haven and crag, and by Oeta's heights; O dwellers 
by the land-locked waters of the Malian sea, on the 
shore sacred to the virgin-goddess of the golden 
shafts, where the Greeks meet in famous council at 
the Gates; 

Soon shall the glorious voice of the flute go up for 
ou again, resounding with no harsh strain of grief, 
ut with such music as the lyre maketh to the gods! 
For the son whom Alcmena bore to Zeus is hasten- 
ing homeward, with the trophies of all prowess. 

He was lost utterly to our land, a wanderer over 
sea, while we waited through twelve long months, 
and knew nothing; and his loving wife, sad dweller 
with sad thoughts, was ever pining amid her tears. 
But now the War-god, roused to fury, hath deliv- 
ered her from the days of her mourning. 

May he come, may he come! Pause not the many- 
oared ship that carries him, till he shall have reach^ 
this town, leaving the island altar where, as rumour 
saith, he is sacrificing! Thence may he come, full of 
desire, steeped in love by the specious device of the 
robe, on which Persuasion hath spread her sovereign 
charm! 

DEIANEIRA comes out of the house in agitation, 

De, Friends, how I fear that I may have gone too 
hx in all that I have been doing just now! 

Ch, What hath happened, Deianeira, daughter of 
Oeneus? 

De, 1 know not; but feel a misgiving that I shall 
presently be found to have wrought a great mis- 
chief, the issue of a £ur hope. 
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Ch, It is nothing, surely, that concerns thy gift to De, Unwise counsels leave no room even for a 
Heracles ? hope which can lend courage. 

De, Yea, even so. And henceforth I would say to Ch, Yet towards those who have erred unwitting- 
all, act not with zeal, if ye act without light. ly, men’s anger is softened; and so it should be to- 

Ch, Tell us the cause of thy fear, if it may be told, wards thee. 

De, A thing hath come to pass, my friends, such De, Nay, such words are not for one who has 

that, if I dec&re it, ye will hear a marvel whereof borne a part in the ill deed, but only for him who 

none could have dreamed. has no trouble at his own door. 

That with which I was lately anointing the festal Ch, ’Twere well to refrain from further speech, 

robe— a white tuft of fleecy sheep’s wool— hath dis- unless thou would’st tell aught to thine own son; for 

appeared,— not consumed by anything in the house, he is at hand, who went crcwhile to seek his sire, 
but self-devoured and self-destroyed, as it crumbled Enter hyllus. 

down from the surface of a stone. But I must tell Hy, O mother, would that one of three things 
the story more at length, that thou mayest know had befallen thee! Would that thou wert dead— or, 
exactly how this thing befell. if living, no mother of mine, or that some new and 

I neglected no part of the precepts which the better spirit had passed into thy bosom, 
savage Centaur gave me, when the bitter barb was De, Ah,^my son, what cause have I given thee to 
rankling in his side: they were in my memory, like abhor me? ! 

the graven words which no hand may wash from a Hy, I tell thee that thy husband— yesit my sire — 
tablet of bronze. Now these were his orders, and I hath been done to death by thee this dayl 
obeyed them: to keep this unguent in a secret place, De, Oh, what word hath passed thy Ups, my 
-always remote from fire and from the sun’s warm child! 

ray, until I should apply it, newly spread, where I Hy, A word that shall not fail of fulfillment; for 
wished. So had I done. And now, when the moment who may undo that which hath come to pass ? 
for action had come, I performed the anointing priv- De, What saidst thou, my son ? Who is thy war- 
ily in the house, with a tuft of soft wool which I had ranty for charging me with a deed so terrible ? 

plucked from a sheep of our homcflock; then I fold- Hy, I have seen my father’s grievous fate with 

cd up my gift, and laid it, unvisited by sunlight, mine own eyes; I speak not from hearsay, 
within its casket, as ye saw. De, And where didst thou find him— where didst 

But as I was going back into the house, 1 beheld thou stand at his side ? 
a thing too wondrous for words, and passing the wit Hy, If thou art to hear it, then must all be told, 

of man to understand. I happened to have thrown After sacking the famous town of Eurytus, he 

the shred of wool, with which I had been preparing went his way with the trophies and first-fruits of 

the robe, into the full blaze of the sunshine. As it victory. There is a sea-washed headland of Euboea, 

grew warm, it shrivelled all away, and quickly Cape Cenaeum, where he dedicated altars and a 

crumbled to powder on the ground, like nothing so sacred grove to the Zeus of his fathers; and there I 

much as the dust shed from a saw’s teeth where men first beheld him, with the joy of yearning love, 

work timber. In such a state it lies as it fell. And He was about to celebrate a great sacrifice, when 
from the earth, where it was strewn, clots of foam his own herald, Lichas, came to him from home, 

seethed up, as when the rich juice of the blue fruit bearing thy gift, the deadly robe; which he put on, 

from the vine of Bacchus is poured upon the ground, according to thy precept; and then began his offer- 

So I know not, hapless one, whither to turn my ing with twelve bulls, free from blemish, the first- 

thoughts; I only see that I have done a fearful deed, lings of the spoil; but altogether he brought a hun- 

Why or wherefore should the monster, in his death- dred victims, great or small, to the altar, 

throes, liave shown good will to me, on whose ac- At first, hapless one, he prayed with serene soul, 

count he was dying? Impossible! No, he was cajol- rejoicing in his comely garb. But when the blood- 
ing me, in order to slay the man who had smitten fed flame bepn to blaze from the holy offerings and 

him: and I gain the knowledge of this too late, when from the resinous pine, a sweat broke forth upon his 

it avails no more. Yes, I alone— unless my forebod- flesh, and the tunic clung to his sides, at every joint, 

ing prove false — I, wretched one, must destroy him! close-glued, as if-by a craftsman’s hand; there came 

For I know that the arrow which made the wound a biting pain that racked his bones; and then the 

did scathe even to the god Cheiron; and it kills all venom, as of some deadly, cruel viper, began to de- 
beasts that it touches. And since ’tis this same black vour him. 

venom in the blood that hath passed out through Thereupon he shouted for the unhappy Lichas— 
the wound of Ncssus, must it not kill my lord also? in no wise to blame for thy crime— asking what 
I ween it must. treason had moved him to bring that robe; but he, 

Howbeit, I am resolved that, if he is to fall, at the all-unknowing, hapless one, said that he had brought 

same time I also shall be swept from life; for no worn- the gift from thee alone, as it had been sent. When 

an could bear to live with an evil name, if she re- his master heard it, as a piercing spasm clutched his 
Jokes that her nature is not evil. lungs, he caught him by the foot, where the ankle 

Ch, Mischief must needs be feared; but it is not turns in the socket, and hurled him at a surf-beaten 
'rwcU to doom our hope before the event. rock in the sea ; and he made the white brain to ooze 
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from the hair, as the skull was dashed to splinters, goads, prepared by the wily words of black'haired 
and blood scattered therewith. Ncssus, have started into fury, vexing him with tu- 

But all the people lifted up a cry of awe-struck multuous pain ? 
grief, seeing that one was frenzied, and the other 

slain; and no one dared to come before the man. For Of such things this hapless lady had no forebode 
the pain dragged him to earth, or made him leap ing; but she saw a great mischief swiftly coming on 

into the air, with yells and shrieks, till the cliffs rang her home from the new marriage. Her own hand 

around, steep headlands of Locris, and Euboean applied the remedy; but for the issues of a stranger's 

capes. counsel, given at a fatal meeting, — for these, I ween. 

But when he was spent with oft throwing himself she makes despairing lament, shedding the tender 

on the ground in his anguish, and oft making loud dew of plenteous tears. And the coming fate fore- 

lament-cursing his fatal marriage with thee, the shadows a great misfortune, contrived by guile, 

vile one, and his alliance with Oencus, saying how 

he had found in it the ruin of his life— then, from Our streaming tears break forth: alas, a plague is 
out of the shrouding altar-smoke, he lifted up his upon him more piteous than any suffering that foe- 

wildly-rolling eyes, and saw me in the great crowd, men ever brought upon lliat glorious hero, 

weeping. He turned his gaze on me, and called me: Ah, thou dark steel of the spear foremost in bat- 

“O son, draw near; do not fly from my trouble, tie, by whose might yonder bride was lately borne 
even though thou must share my death. Come, bear so swiftly from Oechalia's heights! But the Cyprian 

me forth, and set me, if thou canst, in a place where goddess, ministering in silence, hath been plainly 

no man shall see me; or, if thy pity forbids that, at proved the doer of these deeds, 

least convey me with all speed out of this land, and 

let me not die where I am.” First Semi-Chorus. Is it fancy, or do I hear some 

That command sufficed; we laid him in mid-ship, cry of grief just passing througn the house? What is 

and brought him— but hardly brought him— to this this ? 

shore, moaning in his torments. And ye shall pres- Second Semi-Ch. No uncertain sound, but a wail 
ently behold him, alive, or lately dead. of anguish from within: the house hath some new 

Such, mother, are the designs and deeds against trouble, 
my sire whereof thou hast been found guilty. May Ch, And mark how sadly, with what a cloud upon 
avenging Justice and the Erinys visit thee for them! her brow, that aged woman approaches, to give us 
Yes, if it be right, that is my prayer: and right it is tidings. 

—for I have seen thee trample on the right, by slay- Enter nurse, the house. 

ing the noblest man in all the world, whose like Nurse. Ah, my daughters, great, indeed, were the 
thou shalt sec nevermore! sorrows that we were to reap from the gift sent to 

DEiiVNEiRA moves towards the house. Heracles! 

Ch. (to deianeira). Why dost thou depart in si- Ch. Aged woman, what new mischance hast thou 
lence? Knowest thou not that such silence pleads to tell? 

for thine accuser ? Nu. Deianeira hath departed on the last of all her 

DEIANEIRA goes into the house, journeys, departed without stirring foot. 
lly. Let her depart. A fair wind speed her far from Ch. Thou speakest not of death ? 
my sight! Why should the name of mother bring Nu. My talc is told, 

her a semblance of respect, when she is all unlike a Ch. Dead, hapless one? 

mother in her deeds ? No, let her go— farewell to Nu. Again thou hcarest it. 

her; and may such joy as she gives my sire become Ch. Hapless, lost one! Say, what was the manner 

her own ! of her death ? 

Nu. Oh, a cruel deed was there! 

Chorus Ch. Speak, woman, how hath she met her doom ? 

Sec, maidens, how suddenly the divene word of Nu. By her own hand hath she died, 

the old prophecy hath come upon us, which said C^. What fury, what pangs of frenzy have cut her 

that, when the twelfth year should have run through off by the edge of a dire weapon? How contrived 

its full talc of months, it should end the scries of she this death, following death— all wrought by her 
toils for the true-born son of Zeus! And that prom- alone? 

ise is wafted surely to its fulfilment. For how shall Nu. By the stroke of the sword that makes sor- 
he who beholds not the light have toilsome servi- row. 

tude any more beyond the grave ? Ch. Sawest thou that violent deed, poor helpless 

one? 

If a cloud of death is around him, and the doom Nu. I saw it; yea, I was standing near, 

wrought by the Centaur’s craft is stinging his sides, Ch. Whence came it ? How was it done ? Oh, speak! 

where cleaves the venom which Thanatos begat and Nu. ’Twas the work of her own mind and her own 
the gleaming serpent nourished, how can he look hand, 
upon to-morrow's sun, — when that appalling Hydra- Ch. What dost thou tell us ? 

shape holds him in its grip, and those murderous Nu. The sure truth, 
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Ch. The first-born, the first-born of that new bride 
1$ a dread Erinys for this housel 

Nu, Too true; and, hadst thou been an eye- 
witness of the action, verily thy pity would have 
been yet deeper. 

Ch. And could a woman’s hand dare to do such 
deeds? 

Nu. Yea, with dread daring; thou shah hear, and 
then thou wilt bear me witness. 

When she came alone into the house, and saw her 
son preparing a deep litter in the court, that he 
might go back with it to meet his sire, then she hid 
herself where none might see; and, falling before 
the altars, she wailed aloud that they were left des- 
olate; and, when she touched any household thing 
that she had been wont to use, poor lady, in the 
past, her tears would flow; or when, roaming hither 
and thither through the house, she beheld the form 
of any well-loved servant, she wept, hapless one, at 
that sight, crying aloud upon her own fate, and that 
of the household which would thenceforth be in the 
power of others. 

But when she ceased from this, suddenly 1 beheld 
her rush into the chamber of Heracles. From a se- 
cret place of espial, I watched her ; and saw her spread- 
ing coverings on the couch of her lord. When she 
haa done this, she sprang thereon, and sat in the 
middle of the bed; her tears burst forth in burning 
streams, and thus she spake: **Ah, bridal bed and 
bridal chamber mine, tarewell now and for ever; 
never more shall ye receive me to rest upon this 
couch.” She said no more, but with a vehement 
hand loosed her robe, where the gold- wrought brooch 
lav above her breast, baring all her left side and arm. 
Then I ran with all my strength, and warned her 
son of her intent. But lo, in the space between my 
going and our return, she had driven a two-edged 
sword through her side to the heart. 

At that sight, her son uttered a great cry; for he 
knew, alas, that in his anger he had driven her to 
that deed; and he had learned, too late, from the 
servants in the house that she had acted without 
knowledge, by the prompting of the Centaur. And 
now the youth, in his misery, bewailed her with all 

K ’ 3nate lament; he knelt, and showered kisses on 
p$; he threw himself at her side upon the ground, 
bitterly crying that be had rashly smitten her with 
a slander, weeping, that he must now live bereaved 
of both alike— of mother and of sire. 

Such are the fortunes of this house. Rash indeed, 
is he who reckons on the morrow, or haply on days 
beyond it; for to-morrow is not, until to-day is safe- 
ly past. 

Ch. Which woe shall I bewail first, which misery 
is the greater ? Alas, *tis hard for me to tell. 

One sorrow may be seen in the house; for one we 
wait with foreboding: and suspense hath a kinship 
with fMua* 

Qh that some strong breeze might come with waft- 
ing power unto our hearth, to bear me far from this 
bn^ lest I die of terror, when 1 look but once upon 
the mighty son ti 2^usl 


For they say that he is approachmg the house m 
torments from which there is no ddiveiance, a won- 
der of unutterable woe. 

Ah, it was not far ofi, but dose to us, that woe of 
which my lament gave warning, like the nightin- 
gale’s piercing note! 

Men of an alien race are coming yonder. And 
how, then, are they bringing him ? In sorrow, as for 
some loved one, they move on their mournful, noise- 
less march. 

Alas, he is brought in silence! What are we to 
think; that he is dead, or sleeping? 

Enter hyllus and an old man, tvith attendants^ 
beating heracles upon a Utter, 

Hy. Woe is me for thee, my father, woe is me for 
thee, wretched that 1 am! Whither shall I turn? 
What cami do ? Ah me ! j 

Old Man {whisperir^). Hush, my son! Rouse not 
the cruel pain that infuriates thy sire! He lives, 
though prostrated. Oh, put a stern resWaint upon 
thy lips! I 

Hy. How sayest thou, old man— is he alive ? 

O.M. {whispering ) . Thou must not awake the slum- 
berer! Thou must not rouse and revive the dread 
frenzy that visits him, my son! 

Hy. Nay, I am crushed with this weight of misery 
— there is madness in my heart! 

Heracles {awaking). O Zeus, to what land have I 
come ? Who are these among whom I lie, tortured 
with unending agonies? Wretched, wretched that I 
am! Oh, that dire pest is gnawing me once more! 

O.M. (to hyllus). Knew I not how much better 
it was that thou shouldest keep silence, instead of 
scaring slumber from his brain and eyes? 

Hy. Nay, 1 cannot be patient when I behold this 
misery. 

He. O thou Cenaean rock whereon mine altars 
rose, what a cruel reward hast thou won me for 
those fair offerings— be Zeus my witness! Ah, to 
what ruin hast thou brought me, to what ruin ! Would 
that 1 had never beheld thee for thy sorrow! Then 
had I never come face to face with this fiery mad- 
ness, which no spell can soothe! Where is the charm- 
er, where is the cunning healer, save Zeus alone, 
that shall lull this plague to rest? 1 should marvel, 
if he ever came within my ken! 

Ah! 

Leave me, hapless one, to my rest— leave me to 
my last rest! 

Where art thou touching me ? Whither wouldst 
thou turn me ? Thou wilt kill me, thou wilt kill me! 
If there be any pang that slumbers, thou hast aroused 
it! 

It hath seized me, oh, the pest comesagain ! Whence 
are ye, most ungrateful of dl the Greeks ? I wore out 
my troublous days in ridding Greece of pests, on 
the deep and in all forests; and now, when 1 am 
stricken, will no man succour me with merciful fire 
or sword ? 

Oh, will no one come and sever the head, at one 
fierce stroke, from this wretched body? Woe, woe is 
mel 
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O.M. Son of Heracles, this taskexceeds my strength O thou lord of the dark realm, receive mel Smite 

—help thou— for strength is at thy command, too me, O fire of Zeus! Hurl down thy thunderbolt, O 
largely to need my aid in his relief. King, send it, O father, upon my head! For again 

Hy, My hands are helping; but no resource, in the pest is consuming me; it hath blazed forth, it 

myself or from another, avails me to make his life hath started into fury! O hands, my hands, O shoul< 

forget its anguish: such is the doom appointed by ders and breast and trusty arms, ye, now in this 

2>ust phght, are the same whose force of old subdued the 

He, O my son, where art thou ? Raise me,— take dweller in Nemea, the scourge of herdsmen, the 

hold of me,— thus, thus! Alas, my destiny! lion, a creature that no man might approach or con- 

Again, arain the cruel pest leaps forth to rend me, front; ye tamed the Lernaean Hydra, and that mon- 

the fierce ]Mague with which none may cope! strous host of double form, man joined to steed, a 

O Pallas, Pallas, it tortures me again! Alas, my race with whom none may commune, violent, law> 

son, pity thy sire,— draw a blameless sword, and less, of surpassing might; ye tamed the Eryman- 

smite beneath my collar-bone, and heal this pain thian beast, and the three-headed whelp of Hades 

wherewith thy godless mother hath made me wild! underground, a resistless terror, offspring of the dread 

So may I see her fall,— thus, even thus, as she hath Echidna; ye tamed the dragon that guarded the 

destroyed me! Sweet Hades, brother of Zeus, give golden fruit in the utmost places of the earth, 

me rest, give me rest, end my woe by a swiftly-sped These toils and countless others have I proved, 
doom ! nor hath any man vaunted a triumph over my prow- 

Ch, I shudder, friends, to hear these sorrows of css. But now, with joints unhinged and with flesh 

our lord; what a man is here, and what torments torn to shreds, I have become the miserable prey of 

aiflicthim! an unseen destroyer— I, who am called the son of 

He, Ah, fierce full oft, and grievous not in name noblest mother, 1, whose reputed sire is Zeus, lord 

alone, have been the labours of these hands, the of the starry sky. 

burdens borne upon these shoulders! But no toil But ye may be sure of one thing! though I am as 

ever laid on me by the wife of Zeus or by the hate- nought, though I cannot move a step, yet she who 

£ul Eurystheus was like unto this thing which the hath done this deed shall feel my heavy hand even 
daughter of Oeneus, fair and false, hath fastened now: let her but come, and she shall learn to pro- 

upon my back— this woven net of the Furies, in claim this message unto all, that in my death, as in 

which I perish! Glued to my sides, it hath eaten my my life, I chastis^ the wicked! 

flesh to the inmost parts; it is ever with me, sucking Ch, Ah, hapless Greece, what mourning do I forc- 
the channels of my breath; already it hath drained see for her, if she must lose this man! 

my fresh life-blood, and my whole body is wasted, Hy, Father, since thy pause permits an answer, 
a captive to these unutterable bonds. hear me, afflicted though thou art. I will ask thee 

Not the warrior on the battle-field, not the Giants’ for no more than is my due. Accept my counsels, in 

earth-born host, nor the might of savage beasts, a calmer mood than that to which this anger stings 

hath ever done unto me thus— not Hellas, nor the thee: else thou canst not learn how vain is thy desire 

land of the alien, nor any land to which I have come for vengeance, and how causeless thy resentment, 

as a deliverer: no, a woman, a weak woman, born He, Say what thou wilt, and cease; in this my 

not to the strength of man, all alone hath vanquished pain I understand nought of all thy riddling words, 

me, without stroke of sword! Hy, I come to tell thee of my mother— how it is 

Son, show thyself my son indeed, and do not hon- now with her, and how she sinned unwittingly, 
our a mother’s name above a sire’s; bring forth the He, Villain! What— hast thou dared to breathe 
woman that bare thee, and give her with thine own her name again in my hearing, the name of the 

hands into my hand, that I may know of a truth mother who hath slain thy sire? 

which sight grieves thee most— my tortured frame, Hy, Yea, such is her state that silence is unmeet, 

or hers, when she suffers her righteous doom! He, Unmeet, truly, in view of her past crimes. 

Go, my son, shrink not— and show thy pity for Hy, And also of her deeds this day— as thou wilt 

me, whom many might deem pitiful, for me, moan- own. 

ing and weeping like a girl; and the man lives not He, Speak— but give heed that thou be not found 
who can say that he ever saw me do thus before; no, a traitor. 

without complaining 1 still went whither mine evil Hy, These are my tidings. She is dead, lately slain, 

fortune led. But now, alas, the strong man hath He, By whose hand? A wondrous message, from 

been found a woman. a prophet of ill-omened voice ! 

Approach, stand near thy sire, and sec what a fate Hy, By her own hand, and no stranger’s, 
it is that hath brought me to this pass; for 1 will lift He, Alas, ere she died by mine, as she deserved! 

the veil. Behold! Look, all of you, on this miserable Hy. Even thy wrath would be turned, couldst 

body; sec how wretch^, how piteous is my plight! thou hear all. 

Ah, woe is me I He, A strange preamble; but unfold thy mining. 

The burning throe of torment is there anew, it Hy, The sum is this; she erred, with a good intent, 

darts through mv sides— 1 must wrestle once more He. Is it a good de^, thou wretch, to have slain 

with that ipruel, oevouring plague! thy sire ? 
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Hy, Nay, she thought to use a lovc-charm for thy 
heart, when she saw the new bride in the house; but 
missed her aim. 

He. And what Trachinian deals in spells so potent ? 

Hy. Nessus the Centaur persuaded her of old to 
inflame thy desire with such a charm. 

He. Alas, alas, miserable that I am! Woe is me, 
I am lost— undone, undone! No more for me the 
light of day! Alas, now I see in what a plight I standi 
Go, my son— for thy father’s end hath come— sum- 
mon, I pray thee, all thy brethren; summon, too, 
the hapless Alcmcna, in vain the bride of Zeus, that 
ye may learn from my dying lips what oracles I 
know. 

Hv. Nay, thy mother is not here; as it chances, 
she hath her abode at Tiryns by the sea. Some of 
thy children she hath taken to live with her there, 
and others, thou wilt find, are dwelling in Thebe’s 
town. But we who are with thee, my father, will 
render all service that is needed, at thy bidding. 

He. Hear, then, thy task: now is the time to show 
what stuff is in thee, who art called my son. 

It was foreshown to me by my Sire of old that I 
should perish by no creature that had the breath of 
life, but by one that had passed to dwell with Hades. 
So I have been slain by this savage Centaur, the liv- 
ing by the dead, even as the divine will had been 
foretold. 

And I will show thee how later oracles tally there- 
with, confirming the old prophecy, I wrote them 
down in the grove of the Selli, dwellers on the hills, 
whose couch is on the ground; they were given by 
my Father’s oak of many tongues; which said that, 
at the time which liveth and now is, my release from 
the toils laid upon me should be accomplished. And 
I looked for prosperous days; but the meaning, it 
seems, was only that I should die; for toil comes no 
more to the dead. 

Since, then, my son, those words are clearly find- 
ing their fulfilment, thou, on thy part, must lend 
me thine aid. Thou must not delay, and so provoke 
me to bitter speech: thou must consent and help 
with a good grace, as one who hath learned that best 
of laws, obedience to a sire. 

Hy. Yea, father— though I fear the issue to which 
our talk hath brought me— I willdothy good pleasure. 

He. First of all, lay thy right hand in mine. 

Hy. For what purpose dost thou insist upon this 
pledge? 

He. Give thy hand at once— disobey me notl 

Hy. Lo, there it is: thou shalt not be gainsaid. 

He. Now, swear by the head of Zeus my sire! 

Hy. To do what deed ? May this also be told ? 

He. To perform for me the task that I shall en- 
join. 

Hy. I swear it, with Zeus for witness of the oath. 

He. And pray that, if thou break this oath, thou 
mayest suffer. 

Hy. 1 shall not suffer, for I shall keep it; yet so 1 
pray. 

He. Well, thou knowest the summit of Octa, sa- 
cred to Zeus? 


Hy. Ay; I have often stood at his altar on that 
height. 

He. Thither, then, thou must carry me up with 
thine own hands, aided by what friends thou wilt; 
thou shalt lop many a branch from the deep-rooted 
oak, and hew many a faggot also from the sturdy 
stock of the wild-olive; thou shalt lay my body 
thereupon, and kindle it with flaming pine-torch. 

And let no tear of mourning be seen there; no, do 
this without lament and without weeping, if thou 
art indeed my son. But if thou do it not, even from 
the world below my curse and my wrath shall wait 
on thee for ever. 

Hy. Alas; my father, what hast thou spoken ? How 
hast thou dealt with me! 

He. I have spoken that which thou must perform; 
if thouVilt not, then get thee some other sire, and 
be called my son no more! 

Hy. Woe, woe is me! What a deed emst thou re- 
quire of me, my father,— that I should pecomc thy 
murderer, guilty of thy blood ! \ 

He. Not so, in truth, but healer of my. sufferings, 
sole physician of my pain ! \ 

Hy. And how, by enkindling thy body, shall I 
heal it ? 

He. Nay, if that thought dismay thee, at least 
perform the rest. 

Hy. The service of carrying thee shall not be re- 
fused. 

He. And the heaping of the pyre, as I have bid- 
den? 

Hy. Yea, save that I will not touch it with mine 
own hand. All else will I do, and thou shalt have no 
hindrance on my part. 

He. Well, so much shall be enough. But add one 
small boon to thy large benefits. 

Hy. Be the boon never so large, it shall be granted. 

He. Knowest thou, then, the girl whose sire was 
Eiirytus? 

Hy. It is of lolb that thou speakest, if I mistake 
not. 

He. Even so. This, in brief, is the charge that I 
give thee, my son. When I am dead, if thou wouldest 
show a pious remembrance of thine oath unto thy 
father, disobey me not, but take this woman to be 
thy wife. Let no other espouse her who hath lain at 
my side, but do thou, O my son, make that mar- 
riage-bond thine own. Consent : after loyalty in great 
matters, to rebel in less is to cancel the grace that 
had been won. - 

Hy. Ah me, it is not well to be angry with a sick 
man: but who could bear to sec him in such a mind ? 

He. Thy words show no desire to do my bidding. 

Hy. Wnat! When she alone is to blame for my 
mother’s death, and for thy present plight besides? 
Lives there the man who would make such a choice, 
unless he were maddened by avenging fiends? 

Better were it, father, that 1 too should die, rather 
than live united to the worst of our foes! 

He, He will render no reverence, it seems, to my 
dying prayer. Nay, be sure that the curse of the 
g^s will attend thee for disobedience to my voicQ. , 
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Hy» Ah, thou wilt soon show, methinks, how dis- 
tempered thou artl 

He, Yea, for thou art breaking the slumber of my 
plague. 

Hy, Hapless that I am! What perplexities sur- 
round me! 

He, Yea, since thou deignest not to hear thy sire. 

Hy, But must I learn, then, to be impious, my 
father? 

He, *Tis not impiety, if thou shah gladden my 
heart. 

Hy, Dost thou command me, then, to do this 
deed, as a clear duty ? 

He, I command thee — the gods bear me witness! 

Hy, Then will I do it, and refuse not— calling 
upon the gods to witness thy deed. I can never be 
condemned for loyalty to thee, my father. 

He. Thou endest well; and to these words, my 
son, quickly add the gracious deed, that thou may- 
est lay me on the pyre before any pain returns to 
rend or sting me. 

Come, make haste and lift me! This, in truth, is 
rest from troubles; this is the end, and the last end, 
of Heracles! 
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Hy. Nothing, indeed, hinders the fulfilment of 
thy wish, since thy command constrains us, my 
father. 

He, Come, then, ere thou arouse this plague, O 
my stubborn soul, give me a curb as of steel on lips 
set like stone to stone, and let no cry escape them; 
seeing that the deed which thou art to do, though 
done perforce, is yet worthy of thy joy! 

Hy. Lift him, follow^ers! And grant me full for- 
giveness for this; but mark the great cruelty of the 
gods in the deeds that are being done. They beget 
children, they are hailed as fathers, and yet they can 
look upon such sufferings. 

The attendants raise heracles on the litter and 
move slowly ojf^ as hyllus chants to the Cho- 
rus in the closing lines. 

No man foresees the future; but the present is 
fraught with mourning for us, and with shame for 
the powers above, and verily with anguish beyond 
compare for him who endures this doom. 

Maidens, come ye also, nor linger at the house; ye 
who have lately seen a dread death, with sorrows 
manifold and strange: and in all this there is nought 
but Zeus. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Odysseus 

Neoptolemus 

Philoctetes 

Merchant, a follower of Neoptolemus in disguise 
Heracles 

Chorus of Sailors, belonging to the ship of 
Neoptolemus 


On the north-east coast of Lemnos ^ near the promon- 
tory of Mount Hermaeum. A rocl^y cl^ rises steeply 
from the seashore: in it is seen the cave of Philoctetes, 
ODYSSEUS, neoptolemus and an attendant enter, 

Odysseus, This is the shore of the sea-girt land of 
Lemnos, untrodden of men and desolate. O thou 
whose sire was the noblest of the Greeks, true-bred 
son of Achilles, Neoptolemus, here, long ago, I put 
ashore the Malian, the son of Poeas (having charge 
from my chiefs so to do), his foot all ulcerous with 
a gnawing sore, when neither drink-offering nor sac- 
rifice could be attempted by us in peace, but with 
his fierce, ill-omened cries he filled the whole camp 
continually, shrieking, moaning. But what need to 
speak of that ? Tis no time for many words, lest he 
learn that I am here, and I waste the whole plan 
whereby I think to take him anon. 

Come, to work! *tis for thee to help in what re- 
mains, and to seek where in this region is a cave 
with twofold mouth, such that in cold weather either 
front ofiers a sunny seat, but in summer a breeze 
wafts sleep through the tunnelled grot. And a little 
below, on the len hand, perchance thou wilt see a 
spring, if it hath not failed. 

Move thither silently, and signify to me whether 
he still dwells in this same place, or is to be sought 
elsewhere— that so our further course may be ex- 
plained by me, and heard by thee, and sped by the 
joint work of both. 

Neoptolemus, King Odysseus, the task that thdU 
settest lies not fitr on; methinks 1 see such a cave as 
thou hast described. 

Od, Above thee, or below ? I perceive it not. 

Ne, Here, high up; and of footsteps not a sound. 

Od, Look that he be not lodged there, asleep. 

Ne, I see an empty chamber— no man therein. 

Od, And no provision in it for man’s abode ? 

Ne, Aye, a mattress of leaves, as if for some one 
who makes his lodging here. 

Od, And ail else is bare ? Nought else beneath the 
roof? 

Ne, Just a rude cup of wood, the work of a sorry 
craftstnan; and this tinder-stu£F therewith. 

Od, His is the household store whereof thou tellest 


Ne, Ha! Yes, and here are some rags withal, dry- 
ing in the sun— stained with matter from some 
grievous sore. \ 

Od. The man dwells in these regions, clearly, and 
is somewhere not far off; how could one go'^r afield, 
with foot maimed by that inveterate plague? No, he 
hath gone forth in quest of food, or of some sooth- 
ing herb, haply, that he hath noted somewhere. 
Send thine attendant, therefore, to keep watch, lest 
the foe come on me unawares; for he would rather 
take me than all the Greeks beside. 

Ne, Enough, the man is going, and the path shall 
be watched. And now, if thou wouldst say more, 
proceed. Exit Attendant, on the spectators* lift, 

Od. Son of Achilles, thou must be loyal to thy 
mission— and not with thy body alone. Shouldst 
thou hear some new thing, some plan unknown to 
thee till now, thou must help it; for to help is thy 
part here. 

Ne. What is thy bidding? 

Od, Thou must beguile the mind of Philoctetes 
by a story told in thy converse with him. When he 
asks thee who and whence thou art, say, the son of 
Achilles— there must be no deception touching that; 
but thou art homeward bound— thou hast left the 
fleet of the Achaean warriors, and hast conceived 
a deadly hatred for them; who, when they had 
moved thee by their prayers to come from home 
(since this was their only hope of taking Ilium), 
deemed thee not worthy of the arms of Achilles, 
deigned not to give them to thee when thou earnest 
and didst claim them by right, but made them over 
to Odysseus. Ofme, say what thou wilt, the vilest 
of vile reproaches; thou wilt cost me no pang by 
that; but if thou fail to do this deed, thou wilt bring 
sorrow on all our host. For if yon man’s bow is not 
to be taken, never canst thou sack the realm of Dar- 
danus. 

And mark why thine intercourse with him may 
be free from mistrust or danger, while mine cannot. 
Thou hast come to Troy under no oath to any man, 
and by no constraint; nor hadst thou part in the 
earlier voyage; but none of these things can 1 deny. 
And so, if he shall perceive me while he is still mas- 
ter of his bow, I am lost, and thou, as my comrade^... 
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share my doom. No; the thing that must be 
plotted is just this— how thou maycst win the re- 
sistless arms by stealth. I well know, my son, that 
by nature thou art not apt to utter or contrive such 
guile; yet, seeing that victory is a sweet prize to 
gain, bend thy will thereto; our honesty shall be 
shown forth another time. But now lend thyself to 
me for one little knavish day, and then, through all 
thy days to come, be called the most righteous of 
mankind. 

Ne, When counsels pain my ear, son of Laertes, 
then 1 abhor to aid them with my ^nd. It is not in 
my nature to compass aught by evil arts, nor was it, 
as men say, in my sire’s. But I am ready to take the 
man by force, not by fraud; for, having the use of 
one foot only, he cannot prevail in fight against us 
who are so many. And yet, having been sent to act 
with thee, I am loth to be called traitor. But my 
wish, O King, is to do right and miss my aim, rather 
than succeed by evil ways. 

Od, Son of brave sire, time was when 1 too, in my 
youth, had a slow tongue and a ready hand: but 
now, when I come forth to the proof, 1 see that 
words, not deeds, are ever the masters among men. 

Ne, What, then, is thy command ? What, but that 
I should lie ? 

Od, I say that thou art to take Philoctetes by 
guile. 

Ne, And why by guile rather than by persuasion? 

Od, He will never listen; and by force thou canst 
not take him. 

Ne, Hath he such dread strength to make him 
bold? 

Od, Shafts inevitable, and winged with death. 

Ne, None may dare, then, e’en to approach that 
foe? 

Od, No, unless thou take him by guile, as 1 say. 

Ne, Thou thinkest it no shame, then, to speak 
fsdsehoods? 

Od, No, if the falsehood brings deliverance. 

Ne, And how shall one have the face to speak 
those words? 

Od, When thy deed promises gain, ’tis unmeet to 
shrink. 

Ne, And what gain is it for me, that he should 
come to Troy ? 

Od, With these shafts, alone can Troy be taken. 

Ne, Then / am not to be the conqueror, as ye said ? 

Od, Neither thou apart from these, nor these from 
thee. 

Ne, ’Twould seem that we must try to win them, 
if it stands thus. 

Od, Know that, if thou dost this thing, two prizes 
are thine. 

Ne, What arc they ? Tell me, and I will not refuse 
thedccd. 

Od, Thou wilt be called at once wise and valiant. 

Ne, Come what may, FU do it, and cast off all 
shame. 

Od. Art thou mindful, then, of the counsels that 
I gave? 

NtJBt sure of it— now that once I have consented. 
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Od, Do thou, then, stay here, in wait for him; 
but I wUl go away, lest I be espied with thee, and 
will send our watcher back to the ship. And, if ye 
seem to be tarrying at all beyond the due time, I 
will send that same man hither again, disguised as 
the captain of a merchant-ship, that secrecy may 
aid us; and then, my son, as he tells his artful story, 
take such hints as may help thee from the tenor of 
his words. 

Now I will go to the ship, having left this charge 
with thee; and may speeding Hermes, the lord of 
stratagem, lead us on, and Victory, even Athena 
Polias, who saves me ever! 

Exit ODYSSEUS, on the spectators' l^. 
The CHORUS enters and chants the following lines 
with NEOPTOLEMus responstvefy. 

Chorus, A stranger in a strange land, what am 1 
to hide, what am I to speak, O Master, l^fore a man 
who will be swift to think evil? Be thou my guide: 
his skill excels all other skill, his counsel hath no 
peer, with whom is the sway of the godlike sceptre 
given by Zeus. And to thee, my son, that sovereign 
power hath descended from oi old; tell me, there- 
fore, wherein I am to serve thee. . 

Ne, For the present— as haply thou wouldst be- 
hold the place where he abides on ocean’s verge — 
survey it fearlessly: but when the dread wayfarer, 
who hath left this dwelling, shall return, come for- 
ward at my beck from time to time, and try to help 
as the moment may require. 

Ch, Long have I been careful of that care, my 
prince, that mine eye should be watchful for thy 
good, before all else. And now tell me, in what man- 
ner of shelter hath he made his abode? In what re- 
gion is he ? ’Twere not unseasonable for me to learn, 
lest be surprise me from some quarter. What is the 
place of his wandering, or of his rest? Where plant- 
eth he his steps, within his dwelling, or abroad ? 

Ne, Here thou seest his home, with its two por- 
tals— his rocky cell. 

Ch, And its hapless inmate— whither is he gone ? 

Ne, I doubt not but he is trailing his painuil steps 
somewhere near this spot, in quest of food. For ru- 
mour saith that in this fashion he lives, seeking prey 
with his winged shafts, all-wretched that he is; and 
no healer of his woe draws nigh unto him. 

Ch, I pity him, to think how, with no man to 
care for him, and seeing no companion’s face, suf- 
fering, lonely evermore, he is vexed by fierce dis- 
ease, and bewildered by each want as it arises. How, 
how doth he endure in his misery? Alas, the dark 
dealings of the gods! Alas, hapless races of men, 
whose destiny exceeds due measure I 

This man— noble, perchance, as any scion of the 
noblest house— reft of all life's gifts, lies lonely, 
apart from his fellows, with the (kppled or shaggy 
beasts of the field, piteous alike in his torments and 
his hunger, bearing anguish that finds no cure; while 
the mountain nymph, babbling Echo, appearing 
afar, makes answer to his bitter cries. 

Ne, Nought of this is a marvel to me. By heavenly 
ordinance, if such as I may judge, those first suffer* 
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ings came on him from relentless Chrysb; and the 
woes that now he bcars» with none to tend him, 
surely he bears by the providence of some god, that 
so he should not bend against IVoy the resistless 
shafts divine, till the time be fulfilled when, as men 
say, Troy is fated by those shafts to fall. 

Ch. Hush, peace, my son! 

Ne. What now ? 

Ch, A sound rose on the air, such as might haunt 
the lips of a man in weary pain. From this point it 
came, I think— or this. It smites, it smites indeed 
upon my ear— the voice of one who creeps painfully 
on his way; I cannot mistake that grievous cry of 
human anguish from ahir — its accents are too clear. 

Then turn thee, O my son— 

Ne. Say, whither ? 

Ch, — to new counsels: for the man is not far off, 
but near; not with music of the reed he cometh, like 
shepherd in the pastures— no, but with far-sound^ 
ing moan, as he stumbles, perchance, from stress of 
pain, or as he gazes on the haven tliat hath no ship 
for guest: loud is his cry, and dread. 

. Enter philoctetf.s , on the spectators' right, 

Philoctetes, O strangers! 

Who may yc be, and from what country have ye 
put into this land, that is liarbourless and desolate? 
What should I deem to be your city or your 
race? 

The fashion of your garb is (Jreek— most welcome 
to my sight— but I fain would hear your speech: 
and do not shrink from me in fear, or be scared by 
my wild looks; nay, in pity for one so w retched and 
so lonely, for a sufferer so desolate and so friendless, 
speak to me, if indeed ye have come as friends. Oh, 
answ'er! ’Tis not meet that I should fail of this, at 
least, from you, or ye from me. 

Ne. Then know this first, good Sir, that we are 
Greeks— since thou art fain to learn that. 

Ph, O well-loved sound! Ah, that 1 should indeed 
be greeted by such a man, after so long a time! 
What quest, my son, hath draw^n thee tow'ards these 
shores, and to this spot? What enterprise? What 
kindliest of winds? Speak, tell me all, that I may 
know who thou art. 

Ne, My birthplace is the sea-girt Scyros; I am sail- 
ing homeward; Achilles w'as my sire; my name is 
Neoptolemus: thou know’st all. 

Ph. O son of well-loved father and dear land, 
foster-child of aged Lycomedes, on what errand hast 
thou touched this coast ? Whence art thou sailing ? 

Ne. Well, it is from Ilium that I hold my present 
course. 

Ph. What? Thou wast not, certainly, our ship- 
mate at the beginning of the voyage to Ilium. 

Ne. Hadst thou, indeed, a part in that emprise? 

Ph. O my son, then thou know’st not w'ho is be- 
fore thee? 

Ne. How should I know one whom I have never 
seen before? 

Ph. Then thou hast not even heard my name, or 
any rumour of those miseries by which I was per- 
iling? 
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Ne. Be assured that 1 know nothing of what thou 
askest. 

Ph. O wretched indeed that I am, O abhorred of 
heaven, that no word of this my plight should have 
won its w'ay to my home, or to any home of Greeks! 
No, the men who wickedly cast me out keep their 
secret and laugh, while my plague still rejoices in 
its strength, and grows to more! 

O my son, O boy whose father was Achilles, be- 
hold, I am he of whom haply thou hast heard as 
lord of the bow of Heracles— I am the son of Poeas, 
Philoctetes, whom the two chieftains and the Ce- 
phallenian king foully cast upon this solitude, when 
1 was wasting with a fierce disease, stricken down by 
the furious bite of the destroying serpent; with that 
plague for .sole companion, O my son, those men 
put me out here, and were gone, when f^om sea-girt 
Chryse they touched at this coast with their fleet. 
Glad, then, when they saw me asleep- after much 
tossing on the waves— in the shelter of alcave upon 
the shore, they abandoned me— first putting out a 
few rags, good enough for such a wretch, and a 
scanty dole of food withal: may Heaven give them 
the like! 

Think now, my son, think what a waking was 
mine, when they had gone, and I rose from sleep 
that day! What bitter tears started from mine eyes, 
what miseries were those that I bewailed when I saw 
that the ships with which I had sailed were all gone, 
and that there was no man in the place, not one to 
help, not one to ease the burden of the sickness that 
vexed me, when, looking all around, I could find no 
provision, save for anguish— but of that a plenteous 
store, my son ! 

So time went on for me, season by season; and, 
alone in this narrow house, I w'as fain to meet each 
want by mine own service. For hunger’s needs this 
bow provided, bringing down the winged doves; 
and, whatever my string-sped shaft might strike, I, 
hapless one, u'ould crawl to it myself, trailing my 
wretched foot just so far; or if, again, water had to 
be fetched- or if (w hen the frost w as out, perchance, 
as oft in w inter) a bit of fire-wood had to be broken, 
I would creep forth, poor wretch, and manage it. 
Then fire would be lacking; but by rubbing stone 
on stone I would at last draw forth the hidden spark; 
and this it is that keeps life in me from day to day. 
Indeed, a roof over my head, and fire therewith, 
gives all that I want— save release from my disease. 

Come now, my son, thou must learn what man- 
ner of isle this is. No mariner approaches it by choice ; 
there is no anchorage; there is no sea-port where he 
can find a gainful market or a kindly welcome. This 
is not a place to which prudent men make voyages. 
Well, suppose tliat some one has put in against his 
W'ili; such things may oft happen in the long course 
of a man’s life. These visitors, when they come, have 
compassionate words for me; and perchance, moved 
by pity, they give me a little food, or some raiment; 
but there is one thing that no one will do, when I 
speak of it— take me safe home; no, this is now the 
tenth year that I am wearing out my wretched days, 
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in hunger and in misery, feeding the plague that is 
never sated with my flesh. 

Thus have the Atreidae and the proud Odysseus 
dealt with me, my son: may the Olympian gods 
some day give them the like sufferings, in requital 
for mine! 

Ch, Methinks I too pity thee, son of Poeas, in like 
measure with thy former visitors, 

Ne. And I am myself a witness to thy words— I 
know that they are true; for I have felt the villainy 
of the Atreidae and the proud Odysseus. 

Ph» What, hast thou, too, a grief against the ac- 
cursed sons of Atreus— a cause to resent ill-usage ? 

Ne. Oh that it might be mine one day to wreak 
my hatred with my hand, that so Mycenae might 
learn, and Sparta, that Scyros also is a mother of 
brave men! 

Ph. Well said, my son! Now wherefore hast thou 
come in this fierce wrath which thou denouncest 
against them ? 

Ne, Son of Poeas, I will speak out— and yet *tis 
hard to speak— concerning the outrage that I suf- 
fered from them at my coming. When fate decreed 
that Achilles should die— 

Ph. Ah me! Tell me no more, until I first know 
this— say’s! thou that the son of Pelcus is dead ? 

Ne. Dead— by no mortal hand, but by a god’s; 
laid low, as men say, by the arrow of Phoebus. 

Ph. Well, noble alike are the slayer and the slain! 
I scarce know, my son, which I should do first— 
inquire into thy wrong, or mourn the dead. 

Ne. Methinks thine own sorrows, unhappy man 
arc enough for thee, without mourning for the woes 
of thy neighbour. 

Ph. Thou sayest truly. Resume thy story, then, 
and tell me wherein they did thee a despite. 

Ne. They came for me in a ship with gaily decked 
prow — princely Odysseus, and he who watched over 
my father’s youth— saying, (whether truly or falsely, 
I know not,) that since my father had perished, fate 
now forbad that the towers of Troy should be taken 
by any hand but mine. 

Saying that these things stood thus, my friend, 
they made me pause not long ere I set forth in haste, 
chiefly through my yearning towards the dead, that 
I might see him before burial — for 1 had never seen 
him; then, besides, there was a charm in their prom- 
ise, if, when 1 went, I should sack the towers of 
Troy. 

It was now the second day of my voyage, when, 
sped by breeze and oar, I drew nigh to cruel Sigeum. 
And when I landed, straightway all the host thronged 
around me with greetings, vowing that they saw 
their lost Achilles once more alive. 

He, then, lay dead; and I, hapless one, when I had 
wept for him, presently went to the Atreidae— to 
friends, as I well might deem— and claimed my fa- 
ther’s arms, with all else that had been his. O, *twas 
a shameless answer that they made I “Seed of Achilles, 
thou canst take all else that was thy sire’s; but of 
those arms another man now is lord,— the son of 
Laertes.’* The tears came into my eyes, 1 sprang up 


in passionate anger, and said in my bitterness, 
“Wretch! What, have ye dared to give my arms to 
another man, without my leave?’’ Then said Odys- 
seus, for he chanced to be near, “Yea, boy, this 
award of theirs is just; I saved the arms and their 
master at his need.’* Then straightway, in my fury, 
I began to hurl all manner of taunts at him, and 
spar^ not one, if I was indeed to be robbed of my 
arms by him. At this point— stung by the abuse, 
though not prone to wrath — he answered, “Thou 
wast not here with us, but absent from thy duty. 
And since thou must talk so saucily, thou shalt never 
carry those arms back to Scyros.’’ 

Thus upbraided, thus insulted, I sail for home, de- 
spoiled of mine own by that worst offspring of an 
evil breed, Odysseus. And yet he, I think, is less to 
blame than the rulers. For an army, like a city, 
hangs wholly on its leaders: and when men do law- 
less deeds, ’tis the counsel of their teachers that cor- 
rupts them. My tale is told; and may the foe of the 
Atreidae have the favour of Heaven, as he hath 
mine! 

Ch. Goddess of the hills, all-fostering Earth 
mother of Zeus most high, thou through whose 
realm the great Pactolus rolls golden sands— there 
also, dread Mother, I called upon thy name, when 
all the insults of the Atreidae were being heaped 
upon this man— when they were giving his sire’s 
armour, that peerless marvel, to the son of Lartius 
—hear it, thou immortal one, who ridest on bull- 
slaughtering lions! 

Ph. It seems that ye have come to me, friends, 
well commended by a common grief; and your story 
is of a like strain with mine, so that I can recognise 
the work of the Atreidae and of Odysseus. For well 
I know that he would lend his tongue to any base 
pretext, to any villainy, if thereby he could hope to 
compass some dishonest end. No, ’tis not at this that 
I wonder, but rather that the elder Ajax, if he was 
there, could endure to see it. 

Ne. Ah, friend, he was no more; I should never 
have been thus plundered while he lived. 

Ph. How sayest thou ? What, is he, too, dead and 
gone? 

Ne. Think of him as of one who sees the light no 
more. 

Ph. Woe is me! But the son of Tydeus, and the 
offspring of Sisyphus that was bought by Laertes — 
they will not die; for they ought not to live. 

Ne. Not they, be sure of it; no, they are now pros- 
pering full greatly in the Argive host. 

Ph. And what of my brave old friend, Nestor of 
Pylos— is he not alive ? Their mischiefs were often 
baffled by his w ise counsels. 

Ne. Aye, he has trouble now; death has taken An- 
tilochus, the son that was at his side. 

Ph. Ah me! These two, again, whom thou hast 
named, arc men of w’hose death I had least wished 
to hear. Alas! What are we to look for, when these 
have died, and, here again, Odysseus lives— w^hen 
he, in their place, should have been numbered with 
the dead ? 
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Ne, A dkver wrestler he; but even clever schemes, 
I^iloctetes, are often tripped up. 

Ph, Now tell me* I pray thee, where was Patroclus 
in this thy need— he whom thy father loved so well ? 

Nf, He, too, was dead. And to be brief, I would 
tell thee this—war takes no evil man by choice, but 
good men always. 

Pk 1 bear thee witness; and for that same reason 
1 will ask thee how fares a man of little worth, but 
shrewd of tongue and clever— 

Ne, Surely this will be no one but Odysseus ? 

Ph, 1 meant not him : but there was one Thersites, 
who could never be content with brief speech, though 
all men chafed : know*st thou if he is alive ? 

Ne. 1 saw him not, but heard that he still lives. 

Ph. It was his due. No evil thing has been known 
to perish; no, the gods take tender care of such, and 
have a strange joy in turning back from Hades all 
things villainous and knavish, while they are ever 
sending the just and the good out of life. How am I 
to deem of these things, or wherein shall 1 praise 
them, when, praising the ways of the gods, 1 find 
that the gods are evil ? 

Ne. Son of Oetean sire, 1, at least, shall be on my 
guard henceforth against Ilium and the Atreidae, 
nor look on them save from afiir; and where the 
worse man is stronger than the good— where hon- 
esty fails and the dastard bears sway— among such 
men will I never make my friends. No, rocky Scyros 
shall suffice for me henceforth, nor shall 1 ask a 
better home. 

Now to my ship I And thou, son of Poeas, farewell 
—heartily farew^; and the gods deliver thee from 
thy sickness, even as thou wouldst! But we must be 
going, so that we may set forth whenever the god 
permits our voyage. 

Ph. Do ye start now, my son ? 

Ne. Aye, prudence bids us watch the weather 
near our ship, rather than from afar. 

Ph. Now by thy father and by thy mother, my 
son— by all that is dear to thee in thy home — 
solemnly 1 implore thee, leave me not thus forlorn, 
helpless amid these miseries in which 1 live, such as 
thou seest, and many as thou hast heard! Nay, spare 
a passing thought to me. Great is the discomfort, I 
well know, of such a freight; yet bear with it; to 
noble minds baseness is hateful, and a good deed is 
glorious. Forsake this task, and thy fair name is sul- 
lied; perform it, my son, and a rich meed of glory 
wiU be thine, if I return alive to Octa’s land. Come, 
the trouble lasts not one whde day: make the effort 
—take and thrust me where thou wilt, in hold, in 
prow, in stern, wherever I shall least annoy my ship- 
mates. 

O consent, by the great Zeus of suppliants, my 
son— be persuaded! 1 supplicate thee on my knees, 
infirm as I am, poor wretch, and maimed! Nay, 
leave me not thus desolate, far from the steps of 
men! Nay, bring me safely to thine own home, or 
to Euboea, CbaKodon’s seat; and thence it will be 
lio long journey for me to Oeta, and the Trachinian 
heights, and the fair-flowing Spercheius, that thou 
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mayest show me to my bdoved »re; of whom I have 
long feared that he may have gone from me. Pot 
often did I summon him by those who came, with 
unploring prayers that he would himself send a ship, 
and fetch me home. But either he is dead, or else, 
methinks, my messengers— as was likely — made 
small account of my concerns, and hastened on their 
homeward voyage. 

Now, however— since in thee I have found one 
who can carry at once my message and myself— do 
thou save me, do thou show me mercy, seeing how 
all human destiny is full of the fear and the peril 
that good fortune may be followed by evil. He who 
stands clear of trouble should beware of dangers; 
and when a man lives at ease, then it is that he 
should lool^ most closely to his life, les^ ruin come 
onit by stolth. j 

Ch. Have pity, O king; he hath told qf a struggle 
with sufferings manifold and grievous; nLy the like 
befall no friend of mine! And if, my pmnee, thou 
ha test the hateful Atreidae, then, turningaheir mis- 
deed to this man’s gain, 1 would waft h\m in thy 
good swift ship to the home for which lip yearns, 
that so thou flee the just wrath of Heaven. 

Ne. Beware lest, though now, as a spectator, thou 
art pliant, yet, when wearied of his malady by con- 
sorting with it, thou be found no longer constant to 
these words. 

Ch. No, verily: never shalt thou have cause to 
utter that reproach against me! 

Ne. Nay, then, it were shame that the stranger 
should find me less promjpt than thou art 'to serve 
him at his need. Come, if it please you, let us sail: 
let the man set forth at once; our ship, for her part, 
will carry him, and will not refuse. Only may the 
gods convey us safely out of this land, and hence to 
our haven, wheresoever it be! 

Ph. O most joyful day! O kindest friend— and ye, 
good sailors— would that 1 could prove to you in 
deeds what love ye have won from me! Let us be 
going, my son, when thou and I have made a solemn 
farewell to the homeless home within,— that thou 
mayest e’en learn by what means I sustained life, 
and how stout a heart hath been mine. For I be- 
lieve that the bare sight would have deterred any 
other man from enduring such a lot; but 1 have been 
slowly schooled by necessity to patience. 
(nboptolemus is about to follow philoctetes into 
the cave.) 

Ch. Stay, let m give heed: two men are coming, 
one a seaman of thy ship, the other a stranger: ye 
should hear their tidings Wore ye go in. 

Enter merchant, on the spectators' l^, accom- 
panied by a Sailor. 

Merchant. Son of Achilles, 1 asked my companion 
here— who, with two others, was guarding thy diip 
—to tell me where thou mightest be, since I have 
fallen in with thee, when 1 did not expect it, by the 
chance of coming to anchor off the same coast. Sail- 
ing, in trader’s wise, with no great company, horne^ 
ward bound from Ilium to Peparethus with its dus* 
tcr-laden vmes, when I heard that the saibrs wet& 
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all of thy crew, I resolved not to go on my voyage Atreidae turn their thoughts towards this man, 

in silence, without first giving thee my news, and whom long since they had cast forth? What was the 

reaping guerdon due. Thou knowest nothing, I sus- yearning that came to them — what compulsion, or 

pect, of thine own affairs— the new designs that the what vengeance, from gods who requite evil 

Greeks have regarding thee, nay, not designs mere- deeds? 

ly, but deeds in progress, and no longer tarrying. Me. I can expound all that to thee— wnce it seems 

Ne. Truly, Sir, the grace shown me by thy fore- that thou hast not heard it. There was a seer of 

thought, if I be not unworthy, shall live in my noble birth, a son of Priam, by name Helenus, whom 

grateful thoughts. But tell me just what it is where- this man, going forth by night— this guileful Odys- 

of thou hast spoken— that I may learn what strange seus, of whom all shameful and dishonouring words 

design on the part of the Greeks thou annoiincest are spoken— made his prisoner; and, leading him in 

tome. bonds, showed him publicly to the Achacans, a 

Me. Pursuers have started in quest of thee with goodly prize: who then prophesied to them whatso 

ships— the aged Phoenix and the sons of Theseus, else they asked, and that they should never sack the 

Ne. To bring me back by force, or by fair words ? towers of Troy, unless by winning words they should 

Me. I know not; but I have come to tell thee bring this man from the island whereon he now 

what I have heard. dwells. 

Ne. Can Phoenix and his comrades be showing And the son of Laertes, when he heard the seer 
such zeal on such an errand, to please the Atreidae? speak thus, straightway promised that he would 

Me. The errand is being done, I can assure thee, bring this man and show him to the Achaeans— 

and without delay. most likely, he thought, as a willing captive, but, if 

Ne. Why, then, was not Odysseus ready to sail for reluctant, then by force; adding that, should he fail 

this purpose, and to bring the message himself? Or in this, whoso wished might have his head. Thou 
did some fear restrain him ? hast heard all, my son, and I commend speed to thee, 

Me. Oh, he and the son of Tydeus were setting and to any man for whom thou carcst. 
forth in pursuit of another man, as I was leaving Ph. Hapless that I am! Hath he, that utter pest, 

port. sworn to bring me by persuasion to the Achaeans? 

Ne. Who was this other in quest of whom Odys- As soon shall I be persuaded, when I am dead, to 

scus himself was sailing ? come up from Hades to the light, as his fsither camel 

Me. There was a man... But tell me first who that Me. I know nothing about that: but I must go to 
is yonder— and whatever thou sayest, speak not ship, and may Heaven be with you both for all 
loud. gO(^. Exit MERCHANT. 

Ne. Sir, thou seest the renowned Philoctetes. Ph. Now is not this wondrous, my son, tliat the 

Me. Ask me no more, then, but convey thyself offspring of Laertes should have hoped, by means 
with all speed out of this land. of soft words, to lead me forth from his ship and 

Ph. Whiat is he saying, my son? Why is the sailor show me amidst the Greeks? No! sooner would I 

trafficking with thee about me in these dark whis- hearken to that deadliest of my foes, the viper 

pers? which made me the cripple that I ami But there is 

Ne. I know not his meaning yet; but whatever he nothing that he would not say, or dare; and now 1 

would say he must say openly to thee and me and know that he will be here. Come, my son, let us be 

these. moving, that a wide sea may part us from the ship 

Me. Seed of Achilles, do not accuse me to the of Odysseus. Let us go: good speed in good season 

army of saying what I should not; 1 receive many brings sleep and rest, when toil is o*er. 

ben^ts from them for my services — as a poor man Ne. We will sail, then, as soon as the head wind 

may. falls; at present it is adverse. 

Ne. I am the foe of the Atreidae, and this man is Ph. Tis ever fair sailing, when thou fleest from 
my best friend, because he hates them. Since, then, evil. 

thou hast come with a kindly purpose towards me Ne. Nay, but this weather is against them also, 

thou must not keep from us any part of the tidings Ph. No wind comes amiss to pirates, when there is 

that thou hast heard. a chance to steal, or to rob by force. 

Me. Sec what thou doest, my son. Ne. Well, let us be going, if thou wilt— when thou 

Ne. I am wcU aware. hast taken from within whatever thou needest or 

Me. 1 will hold thee accountable. desirest most. 

iVe. Do so« but speak. Ph. Aye, there arc some things that I need— 

Me. I obey. ’Tis in quest of this man that those though the choice is not ^rgt. 

two are sailing whom I named to thee — the son of Ne. What is there that will not be found on board 

Tydeus and mighty Odysseus— sworn to bring him, my ship ? 

either by winning words or by constraining force. Ph. I keep by me a certain herb, wherewith I can 

And aU the Achaeans heard this plainly from Odys- always best assuage this wound, till it is wholly 

seus, for his confidence of success was higher than soothed. 

his comrade’s. Ne. Fetch it, then, Now, what dse wouldst thou 

Ncm Asad wherefore, after so long a time, did the take? 
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Ph. Any of these arrows that may have been for- 
gotten, and may have slipped away from me— lest I 
leave it to be another’s prize. 

Ne, Is that indeed the famous bow which thou 
art holding? 

Ph. This, and no other, that I carry in my hand. 

Ne. Is it lawful for me to have a nearer view of it 
—to handle it and to salute it as a god ? 

Ph, To thee, my son, this shall be granted, and 
anything else in my power that is for thy good. 

Ne, I certainly long to touch it, but my longing 
is on this wise; if it be lawful, I should be glad; if 
not, think no more of it. 

Ph, Thy words are reverent, and thy wish, my 
son, is lawful; for thou alone hast given to mine 
eyes the light of life— the hope to see the Oetean 
land, to see mine aged father and my friends— thou 
who, when I lay beneath the feet of my foes, hast 
lifted me beyond their reach. Be of good cheer; the 
bow shall be thine, to handle, and to return to the 
hand that gave it; thou shalt be able to vaunt that, 
in reward of thy kindness, thou, alone of mortals, 
hast touched it; for ’twas by a good deed that 1 my- 
self won it. 

Ne. I rejoice to have found thee, and to have 
gained thy friendship; for whosoever knows how to 
render benefit for benefit must prove a friend above 
price. Go in, I pray thee. 

Ph. Yes, and I will lead thee in; for my sick estate 
craves the comfort of thy presence. 

They enter the cave. 

Chorus 

I have heard in story, but seen not with mine 
eyes, how he who once came near the bed of Zeus 
was bound upon a swift wheel by the almighty son 
of Cronus; but of no other mortal know I, by hear- 
say or by sight, that hath encountered a doom so 
dreadful as this man’s; who, though he had wronged 
none by force or fraud, but lived at peace with his 
fellow-men, was left to perish thus cruelly. 

Verily I marvel how, as he listened in his solitude 
to the surges that beat around him, he kept his hold 
upon a life so full of woe; 

where he was neighbour to himself alone— power- 
less to walk— with no one in the land to be near him 
while he suffered, in whose ear he could pour forth 
the lament, awaking response, for the plague that 
gnawed his flesh and drained his blood; no one to 
assuage the burning flux, oozing from the ulcers of 
his envenomed foot, with healing herbs gathered 
from the bounteous earth, so often as the torment 
came upon him. 

Then would he creep this way or that, with pain- 
ful steps, like a child without kindly nurse, to any 
place whence his need might be supplied, whenever 
the devouring anguish abated ; 

gathering not for food the fruit of holy Earth, nor 
aught else that we mortals gain by toil; save 
when haply he found wherewith to stay his hunger 
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by winged shafts from his swift-smiting bow. Ah, 
Joyless was his life, who for ten years never knew 
the gladness of the wine-cup, but still bent his way 
towards any stagnant pool that he could descry as 
he gazed around him. 

But now, after those troubles, he shall be happy 
and mighty at the last; for he hath met with the son 
of a noble race, who in the fulness of many months 
bears him on sea-cleaving ship to 
his home, haunt of Malian nymphs, and to the banks 
of the Spercheius; where, above Oeta’s heights, the 
lord of the brazen shield drew near to the geSs, amid 
the splendour of the lightnings of his sire. 

NEOPTO/.i^us and philoctetes enter fipm the cave. 

Ne. I pray thee, come on. Why art ihjau so silent r 
Why dost thou halt, as if dismayed, without a cause ? 
Ph. Alas, alas! \ 

Ne. What is the matter? \ 

Ph. Nothing serious:— go on, my son. ' 

Ne. Art thou in pain from the disease that vexes 
thee ? \ 

Ph. No indeed— no, I think I am better just now. 
Ye gods! 

Ne. Why groanest thou thus, and callest on the 
gods ? 

Ph. That they may come to us with power to save 
and soothe. Ah me! ah me! 

Ne. What ails thee? Speak— persist not in this 
silence: ’tis plain that something is amiss w'jth thee. 

Ph. I am lost, my son— I can never hide my trouble 
from you: ah, it pierces me, it pierces! O misery, O 
wretched that I am! I am undone, my son— it de- 
vours me. Oh, for the gods* love, if thou hast a 
sword ready to thy hand, strike at my heel, shear 
it off straight way— heed not my life! Quick, quick, 
my son! 

Ne. And what new thing hath come on thee so 
suddenly, that thou bewailcst thyself with such 
loud laments ? 

Ph. Thou knowest, my son. 

Ne. What is it ? 

Ph. Thou knowest, boy. 

Ne. What is the matter with thee? I know not. 

Ph, How canst thou help knowing? Oh, oh! 

Ne. Dread, indeed, is the burden of the malady. 
Ph. Aye, dread beyond telling. Oh, pity me! 

Ne. What shallj do? 

Ph. Forsake nie not in fear. This visitant comes 
but now and then — when she hath been sated, hap- 
ly, with her roamings. 

Ne. Ah, hapless one! Hapless, indeed, art thou 
found in all manner of woe! Shall I take hold of thee, 
or lend thee a helping hand ? 

Ph. No, no: but take this bow of mine, I pray 
thee— as thou didst ask of me just now— and keep 
it safe till this present access of my disease is past. 
For indeed sleep falls on me when this plague is 
passing away, nor can the pain cease sooner; but ye 
must allow me to slumber in peace. And if mean- 
while those men come, I charge thee by Hcaveir 
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that in no wise, willingly or unwillingly, thou give 
up this bow to them—lcst thou brine destruction 
at once on thyself and on me, who am tny suppliant. 

Nc, Have no fears as to my caution. The bow shall 
pass into no liands but thine and mine. Give it to 
me, and may good luck come with it! 

Ph. There it is, my son: and pray the jealous gods 
that it may not bring thee troubles, such as it 
brought to me and to him who was its lord before 
me. 

2Ve. Ye gods, grant this to us twain! Grant us a 
voyage prosperous and swift, whithersoever the god 
approves and our purpose tends! 

Ph, Nay, my son, I fear that thy prayers are vain; 
for lo, once more the dark blood oozes drop by drop 
from the depths, and I look for worse to come. Ah 
me, oh, oh! Thou hapless foot, what torment wilt 
thou work for me! It creeps on me, it is drawing 
near! Woe, woe is me! Ye know it now: flee not, I 
pray you! 

O Cephallenian friend, would that this anguish 
might cleave to thee, and transfix thy breast! Ah 
me! Ah me! O ye chieftains twain, Agamemnon, 
Menelaus, would that ye, instead of me, might have 
this malady upon you, and for as long! Ah me, ah 
me! O Death, Death, when I am thus ever calling 
thee, day by day, why canst thou never come? O 
my son, generous youth, come, seize me, burn me 
up, true-hearted friend, in yonder fire, famed as 
Lemnian: I, too, once deemed it lawful to do the 
same unto the son of Zeus, for the meed of these 
same arms, which arc now in thy keeping. What 
sayest thou, boy, what sayest thou ? Why art thou 
silent ? Where are thy thoughts, my son ? 

Ne. I have long been grieving in my heart for thy 
load of pain. 

Ph. Nay, my son, have good hope withal; this 
visitor comes sharply, but goes quickly. Only, I 
beseech thee, leave me not alone. 

Ne, Fear not, we will remain. 

Ph. Thou wilt remain? 

Ne, Be sure of it. 

Ph, Well, 1 do not ask to put thee on thine oath, 
my son. 

Ne. Rest satisfied: *tis not lawful for me to go 
without thee. 

Ph, Thy hand for pledge! 

Ne. I give it— to stay. 

Ph, Now take me yonder, yonder— 

7Ve. Whither meanest thou ? 

Ph. Up yonder— 

Ne, What is this new frenzy ? Why gazest thou on 
the vault above us ? 

Ph, Let me to, let me go! 

Whither? 

Ph, Let me go, I say! 

Ne, I will not. 

Ph. Thou wilt kill me, if thou touch me. 

Ne, There, then— I release thee, since thou art 
calmer. 

Ph. O Earth, receive me as I die, here and now! 
This pain no longer suffers me to stand upright. 
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Ne. Methinks sleep will come to him ere long: 
see, his head sinks backward; yes, a sweat is bathing 
his whole body, and a thin stream of dark blood 
hath broken forth from his heel. 

Come, friends, let us leave him in quietness, that 
he may fall on slumber. 

Ch. Sleep, stranger to anguish, painless Sleep, 
come, at our prayer, with gentle breath, come with 
benison, O king, and keep before his eyes such light 
as is spread before them now; come, I pray thee, 
come with power to heal! 

O son, bethink thee where thou wilt stand, and 
to what counsels thou wilt next turn our course. 
Thou scest how *tis now! Why should we delay to 
act? Opportunity, arbiter of all action, oft wins a 
great victory by one swift stroke. 

Ne. Nay, though he hears nothing, I see that in 
vain have we made this bow our prize, if we sail 
without him. His must be the crown; *tis he that 
the god bade us bring. ’Twere a foul shame for us 
to boast of deeds in which failure hath waited on 
fraud. 

Ch. Nay, my son, the god will look to that. But 
when thou answercst me again, softly, softly whis- 
per thy words, my son: for sick men*s restless sleep 
is ever quick of vision. 

But, I pray thee, use thine utmost care to win 
that prize, that great prize, by stealth. For if thou 
maintain ihy present purpose towards this man— 
thou knowest of what purpose I speak— a prudent 
mind can foresee troubles most grievous. 

Now, my son, now the wind is fair for thee: sight- 
less and helpless, the man lies stretched in darkness 
— sleep in the heal is sound — with no command of 
hand or foot, but reft of all his powers, like unto one 
who rests with Hades. 

Take heed, look if thy counsels be seasonable: so 
far as my thoughts can seize the truth, my son, the 
best strategy is that which gives no alarm. 

Ne. Hush, I say, and let not your wits forsake you: 
yon man opens his eyes, and lilts his head. 

Ph. Ah, sunlight following on sleep, ah, ye friendly 
watchers, undreamed of by my hopes! Never, my 
son, could I have dared to look for this— that thou 
shouldest have patience to wait so tenderly upon 
my sufferings, staying beside me, and helping to re- 
lieve me. The Atreidac, certainly, those valiant 
chieftains, had no heart to bear this burden so 
lightly. But thy nature, my son, is noble, and of 
noble breed; and so thou hast made little of ail this, 
though loud cries and noisome odours vexed thy 
senses. 

And now, since the plague seems to allow me a 
space of forgetfulness and peace at last, raise me thy- 
self, my son, set me on my feet, so that, when the 
faintness shall at length release me, we may set forth 
to the ship, and delay not to sail. 

Ne. Right glad am I to see thee, beyond my hope, 
living and breathing, free from pain; for, judged by 
the sufferings that afflict thee, thy symptoms seemed 
to speak of death. But now lift thyself; or, if thou 
prefer it, these men will carry thee; the trouble 
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would not be grudged, since thou and I are of one 
mind. 

Fh, Thanks, my son— and help me to rise, as thou 
sayest: but do not trouble these men, that they may 
not suffer from the noisome smell before the time. 
It will be trial enough for them to live on board 
with me. 

Ne, So be it. Now stand up, and take hold of me 
thyself. 

/%. Fear not, the old habit will help me to my feet. 

"Ne, Alack! What am I to do next! 

PA. What is the matter, my son ? Whither strays 
thy speech? 

A/ir. 1 know not how I should turn my faltering 
words. 

PA. Faltering ? Wherefore ? Say not so, my son. 

'Ne, Indeed, perplexity has now brought me to 
that pass. 

PA. It cannot be that the offence of my disease 
hath changed thy purpose of receiving me in thy 
ship? 

N(f. All is offence when a man hath forsaken his 
true nature, and is doing what doth not befit him. 

PA. Nay, thou, at least, art not departing fi-om 
thy sire's example in word or deed, by helping one 
who deserves it. 

"Ne, I shall be found base; this is the thought that 
torments me. 

PA. Not in thy present deeds; but the presage of 
thy words disquiets me. 

iVir. O Zeus, what shall I do? Must I be found 
twice a villain— by disloyal silence, as well as by 
shameful speech ? 

PA. If my judgment errs not, yon man means to 
betray me, and forsake me, and go his way! 

iV(p. Forsake thee- no; but take thee, perchance, 
on a bitter voyage— that is the pain that haunts me. 

PA. What meanest thou, my son ? 1 understand 
not. 

Nif. I will tell thee all. Thou must sail to Troy, to 
the Achaeans and the host of the Atreidae. 

PA. Oh, what hast thou said ? 

Ntf. Lament not, till thou learn— 

PA. Learn what ? What would 'st thou do to me ? 

N(f. Save thee, first, from this misery— then go 
and ravage Troy’s plains with thee. 

PA. And this is indeed thy purpose ? 

Nc, A stern necessity ordains it; be not wroth to 
hear it. 

PA. I am lost, hapless one— betrayed! What hast 
thou done unto me, stranger? Restore my bow at 
once! 

iVf. Nay, I cannot: duty and policy alike con- 
strain me to obey my chiefs. 

PA. Thou fire, thou utter monster, thou hateful 
Biasterpiece of subtle villainy— how hast thou dealt 
with me, how hast thou deceived me! And thou art 
mit ashamed to look upon me, thou wretch— the 
suppliant who turned to thee for pity ? In taking my 
bow, thou hast despoiled me of my life. Restore it, 
1 beseech thee— restore it, I implore thee, my son! 
By the of thy fiithers, do not rob me o[ my 
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life! Ah me! No— he sp^s to me no more; he looks 
away— he will not give it up! 

O ye creeks ana headlands, O ye wild creatures 
of the hills with whom I dwell, O ye steep cliffs! to 
you— for to whom else can I speak?- to you, my 
wonted listeners, I bewail my treatment by the son 
of Achilles: he swore to convey me home— to Troy 
he carries me: he clinched his word with the pledge 
of his right hand,— yet hath he taken my bow— the 
sacred bow, once borne by Heracles son of Zeus— 
and keeps it, and would fain show it to the Argives 
as his own. 

He drags me away, as if he had captured a strong 
man, and secs not that he is slaying a corpse, the 
shadow of a vapour, a mere phantom. In my strength 
he would not have taken me— no, nor as I am, save 
by guile. But now I have been tricked, unhappy 
that I am. What shall I do? Nay, give it back— re- 
turn, even now, to thy true self! What s^cst thou? 
Silent ? Woe is me, I am lost ! T 

Ah, thou cave with twofold entrance, ^miliar to 
mine eyes, once more must I return to thee— but 
disarmed, and without the means to livel Yes, in 
yon chamber my lonely life shall fade away; no 
winged bird, no beast that roams the hills shall I 
slay with yonder bow; rather I myself, wretched 
one, shall make a feast for those who fed me, and 
become a prey to those on whom I preyed; alas, I 
shall render my life-blood for the blood which 1 have 
shed— the victim of a man who seemed innocent of 
evil! Perish! no, not yet, till I see if thou wilt still 
change thy purpose; if thou wilt not, mayest thou 
dieaccurs'd! 

CA. What shall we do? It now rests with thee, O 
prince, whether we sail, or hearken to yon man's 
prayer. 

Ne, A strange pity for him hath smitten my heart 
—and not now for the first time, but long ago. 

PA. Show mercy, my son, for the love of the gods, 
and do not give men cause to reproach thee for hav- 
ing ensnared me. 

Ne. Ah me, what shall I do? Would I had never 
left Scyros! so grievous is my plight. 

PA. Thou art no villain; but thou seemest to have 
come hither as one schooled by villains to a base 
part. Now leave that part to others, whom it befits, 
and sail hence,— when thou hast given me back mine 
arms. 

Ne. What shall we do, friends ? 

ODYSSEUS appears suddenly from behind the cave* 
Od. Wretch, what art thou doing ? Back with thee 
—and give up this bow to me! 

PA. Ah, who is this ? Do I hear Odysseus ? 

Od. Odysseus, be sure of it— me, whom thou be- 
holdest. 

PA. Ah me, I am betrayed— lost! He it was, then, 
that entrapped me and robbed me of mine arms. 

Od. I, surely, and no other : I avow it. 

PA. Give back my bow— give it up, my son. 

Od. That shall he never do, even if he would. And 
moreover thou must come along with it, or dicy 
will bring thee by force. 
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Ph, What, thou basest and boldest of villains— 
arc these men to take me by force ? 

Od, Unless thou come ot thy free will. 

Ph, O Lemnian land, and thou all-conquering 
flame whose kindler is Hephaestus— is this indeed 
to be borne, that yonder man should take me from 
thy realm by force ? 

Od. Tis Zeus, let me tell thee, Zeus, who rules 
this land — Zeus, whose pleasure this is; and I am his 
servant. 

Ph. Hateful wretch, what pleas thou canst invent I 
Sheltering thyself behind gods, thou makest those 
gods liars. 

Od. Nay, true prophets. Our march must begin. 

Ph. Never! 

Od. But I say. Yes. There is no help for it. 

Ph. Woe is me! Plainly, then, my father begat me 
to be a slave and no free man. 

Od, Nay, but to be the peer of the bravest, with 
whom thou art destined to take Troy by storm, and 
raze it to the dust. 

Ph. No, never— though I must sufler the 
worst— while I have this isle’s steep crags beneath 
me! 

Od, What would’st thou do? 

Ph. Throw myself straightway from the rock and 
shatter this head upon the rock below! 

Od. Seize him, both of you! Put it out of his 
power! 

Ph. Ah, hands, how ill ye fare, for lack of the bow! 
that ye loved to draw— yon man’s close prisoners! 

0 thou who canst not think one honest or one gen- 
erous thought, how hast thou once more stolen upon 
me, how hast thou snared me— taking this boy for 
thy screen, a stranger to me, too good for thy com- 
pany, but meet for mine, who had no thought but 
to perform thy bidding, and who already shows re- 
morse for his own errors and for my wrongs. But 
thy base soul, ever peering from some ambush, had 
well trained him— all unapt and unwilling as he was 
—to be cunning in evil. 

And now, wretch, thou purposest to bind me hand 
and foot, and take me from this shore where thou 
didst fling me forth, friendless, helpless, homeless- 
dead among the living! 

Alas! 

Perdition seize thee! So have I often prayed for 
thee. But, since the gods grant nothing sweet to me, 
thou livest and art glad, while life itself is pain to 
me, steeped in misery as I am— mocked by thee and 
by the sons of Atreus, the two chieftains, for whom 
thou doest this errand. Yet thou sailedst with them 
only when brought under their yoke by stratagem 
and constraint; but I— thrice* wretched that I am- 
joined the fleet of mine own accord, with seven ships, 
and then was spurned and cast out — by them^ as thou 
sayest, or, as they say, by thee. 

And now, why would ye take me? why carry me 
with you? for what purpose? I am nought; for you, 

1 have long been dead. Wretch abhorrra of heaven, 
how is it mat thou no longer flndest me lame and 
noisome,? How, if I sail with you, can ye bum sacri- 


fices to the gods, or make drink-offerings any more? 
That was thy pretext for casting me forth. 

Miserably may ye perish! and perish ye shall, for 
the wrong that ye have wrought against me, if the 
gods regard justice. But I know that they regard it; 
for ye would never have come on this voyage in 
quest of one so wretched, unless some heaven-sent 
yearning for me had goaded you on. 

O, my fsitherland, and ye watchful gods, bring 
your vengeance, bring your vengeance on them all, 
—at last though late— if in my Tot ye see aught to 
pity! Yes, a piteous life is mine; but, if 1 saw those 
men overthrown, I could dream that I was delivered 
from my plague. 

Ch. Bitter with his soul’s bitterness arc the stran- 
ger’s words, Odysseus; he bends not before his woes. 

Od. I could answer him at length, if leisure served ; 
but now I can say one thing only. Such as the time 
needs, such am I. Where the question is of just men 
and good, thou wilt find no man more scrupulous. 
Victory, however, is my aim in every field— save 
with regard to thee- to thee, in this case, I will 
gladly give way. 

Yes, release him, lay no finger upon him more- 
let him stay here. Indeed we have no further need 
of thee, now that these arms arc ours; for Tcucer is 
there to serve us, well-skilled in this craft, and I, who 
deem that 1 can wield this bow no whit worse than 
thou, and point it with as true a hand. What need, 
then, of thee? Pace thy Lemnos, and joy be with 
thee! We must be going. And perchance thy treas- 
ure will bring to me the honour which ought to 
have been thine own. 

Ph. Ah, unhappy that I am, what shall 1 do ? Shalt 
thou be seen among the Argives graced with the arms 
that are mine ? 

Od. Bandy no more speech with me- 1 am going. 

Ph, Son of Achilles, wilt thou, too, speak no more 
to me, but depart without a word ? 

Od. (/o NEOPTOLEMus) Comc on! Do not look at 
him, generous though thou art, lest thou mar our 
fortune. 

Ph, {to chorus) Will ye also, friends, indeed leave 
me thus desolate, and show no pity ? 

Ch. This youth is our commander; whatsoever he 
saith to thee, that answer is ours also. 

Ne. (to chorus) 1 shall be told by my chief that 
I am too soft-hearted; yet tarry ye here, if yon man 
will have it so, until the sailors have made all ready 
on beard, and we have offered our prayers to the 
gods. Meanwhile, perhaps, he may come to a better 
mind concerning us. So we two will be going: and 
ye, when we call you, are to set forth with spera. 

J^eunt ODYSSEUS and neoptolemus. 

Ph. Thou hollow of the caverned rock, now hot, 
now icy cold— so, then, it was my hapless destiny 
never to leave thee! No, thou art to witness my 
death also. Woe, woe is me! Ah, thou sad dwelUng, 
so long haunted by the pain of my presence, what 
shall be my daily portion henceforth? Where and 
whence, wretched that 1 am, shall 1 find a hope of 
sustenance? Above my head, the timorous doves 
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will go on their way through the shrill breeze; for I have visited thb shore! Why hast thou afflicted me? 
can arrest their flight no more. What hast thou done unto me I 

Ch, Tis thou, 'tis thou thyself, ill-fated man, that Ch, How meanest thou ? 
hast so decreed; this fortune to which thou art cap- If it was thy hope to take me to that Trojan 

tive comes not from without, or from a stronger land which I abhor, 
hand: for, when it was in thy power to show wis- Ch, Nay, so I deem it best, 

dom, thy choice was to reject the better fate, and PA. Leave me, then— begone! 

to accept the worse. Ch, Welcome is ihy word, right welcome. I am 

PA. Ah, hapless, hapless then that I am, and broken not loth to obey. Come, let us be going, each to his 

by suffering; who henceforth must dwell here in my place in the ship! They begin to move away, 

misery, with no man for companion in the days to PA. By the Zeus who hears men’s curses, depart 

come, and waste away— -woe, woe, is me— no longer not, I implore you! 

bringing food to my home, no longer gaining it with Ch. Be calm, 

the winged weapons held in my strong hands. PA. Friends, in the gods* name, stay! 

But the unsuspected deceits of a treacherous soul Ch. Why dost thou call ? 

beguiled me. Would that I might see him, the con- PA. Alas, alas! My doom, my doom! Hapless, I am 

triver of this plot, doomed to my pangs, and for as undone! ‘O* foot, foot, what shall I do /with thee, 

long a time! wretched that I am, in the days to come n O friends, 

Ch. Fate, heaven-appointed fate hath come upon return! A 

thee in this,— not any treachery to which my hand Ch. What would’st thou have us do, difftrent from 
was lent. Point not at me thy dread and baneful the purport of thy former bidding ? \ 

curse! Fain indeed am I that thou shouldest not re- PA. *Tis no just cause for anger if one w^o is dis- 
ject my friendship. traught with stormy pain speaks frantic words. 

PA. Ah me, ah me! And sitting, I ween, on the Ch. ('omc, then, unhappy man, as we exhort thee, 

marge of the white waves, he mocks me, brandish- PA. Never, never— of that be assured— no, though 

ing the weapon that sustained my hapless life, the the lord of the fiery lightning threaten to wrap me 

weapon which no other living man had borne! Ah, in the blaze of his thunderbolts! Perish Ilium, and 

thou well-loved bow, ah, thou that hast been torn the men before its walls, who had the heart to spurn 
from loving hands, surely, if thou canst feel, thou me from them, thus crippled! But oh, my friends, 

seest with pity that the comrade of Heracles is now grant me one boon! 

to use thee nevermore! Thou hast found a new and Ch. What would’st thou ask? 

wily master; by him art thou wielded; foul deceits PA. A s\\'ord, if ye can find one, or an ax^, or any 

thou seest, and the face of that abhorred foe by whom weapon— oh, bring it to me ! 

countless mischiefs, springing from vile arts, have CA. What rash deed would’st thou do? 

been contrived against me— be thou, O Zeus, my PA. Mangle this body utterly, hew limb from limb 

witness! with mine own hand! Death, death is my thought 

Ch. It is the part of a man ever to assert the right; now— 
but, when he hath done so, to refrain from slinging Ch. What means this? 

with rancorous taunts. Odysseus was but the envoy PA. I would seek my sire — 

of the host, and, at their mandate, achieved a pub- Ch. In what land ? 

lie benefit for his friends. PA. In the realm of the dead; he is in the sunlight 

PA. Ah, my winged prey, and yc tribes of bright- no more. Ah, my home, city of my fathers! Would 
eyed beasts that this place holds in its upland pas- I might behold thee— misguided, indeed, that I was 
tures, start no more in flight from your lairs; for I who left thy sacred stream, and went forth to help 

bear not in my hands those shafts which were my the Danai, mine enemies! Undone— undone! 

strength of old— ah, wretched that I now am! Nay, Ch. Long since should I have left thee, and should 
roam at large— the place hath now no more terrors now have been near my ship, had I not seen Odys- 

for you, no more! Now is the moment to take blood seus approaching, and the son of x\chillcs, too, com- 

for blood, to glut yourselves at will on my discol- ing hither to us. 

oured flesh! Sron shall I pass out of life; for whence Enter followed by odysseus. 

shall I find the means to live? Who can feed thus on Od. Wilt thou not tell me on what errand thou 
the winds, when he no longer commands aught that art returning in such hot haste ? 
life-giving earth supplies ? Ne. To undo the fault that 1 committed before. 

CA. For the love of the gods, if thou hast any re- Od. A strange saying; and what was the fault ? 

gard for a friend who draws near to thee in all kind- Ne. When, obeying thee and all the host— 

ness, approach him! Nay, consider, consider well — Od. What deed didst thou, that became thee 

it is in thine own power to escape from this plague. not ? 

Cruel is it to him on whom it fe^s; and time cannot Ne. When I ensnared a man with base fraud and 
teach patience under the countless woes that dwell guile. 

with it. Od. Whom? Alas!— canst thou be planning some 

Ph. Again, again, thou hast recalled the old pain rash act ? 
to thoughts — kindest though thou art of all who Ne, Rash — no : but to the son of Poeas — 

192 



I2SI-I2Ji 

Od, What wilt thou do? A strange fear comes 
over me... 

Ne. —from whom I took this bow, to him again— 

Od. Zeus! what would ’st thou say? Thou wilt not 
give it back ? 

Ne, Yea, I have gotten it basely and without right. 

Od, In the name of the gods, sayest thou this to 
mock me? 

iVe. If it be mockery to speak the truth. 

Od. What meanest thou, son of Achilles? What 
hast thou said ? 

Ne. Must I repeat the same words twice and thrice ? 

Od, I should have wished not to hear them at all. 

Ne. Rest assured that I have nothing more to say. 

Od. There is a power, 1 tell thee, that shall pre- 
vent thy deed. 

Ne. What meanest thou ? Who is to hinder me in 
this? 

Od. The whole host of the Achaeans— and I for 
one. 

Ne. Wise though thou be, thy words are void of 
wisdom. 

Od. Thy speech is not wise, nor yet thy purpose. 

Ne. But if just, that is better than wise. 

Od. And how is it just, to give up w'hat thou hast 
won by my counsels ? 

Ne. My fault hath been shameful, and I must seek 
to retrieve it. 

Od. Mast thou no fear of the Achaean host, in do- 
ing this ? 

Ne. With justice on my side, I do not fear thy 
terrors. 

Od. But I will compel thee. 

Ne. Nay, not even to thy force do I yield obedi- 
ence. 

Od. Then we shall fight, not with the Trojans, 
but with thee. 

Ne. Come, then, what must. 

Od. Seest thou my right hand on my sword-hilt ? 

Ne. Nay, thou shalt see me doing the same, and 
that promptly. 

Od. Well, I will take no more heed of thee; but 
I will go and tell this to all the host, and by them 
thou shalt be punished. 

Ne. Thou hast come to thy senses; and if thou art 
thus prudent henceforth, perchance thou mayest 
keep clear of trouble. Exit odysseus. 

But thou, O son of Pocas, Philoctctes, come forth, 
leave the shelter of thy rocky home! 

Ph. {within). What means this noise of voices once 
more rising beside my cave ? 

Why do you call me forth ? What would ye have of 
me, sirs ? {He appears at the mouth of the cave^ and 
sees NEOPTOLEMUS.) Ah me! this bodes no good. Can 
ye have come as heralds of new woes for me, to 
crown the old ? 

Ne. Fear not, but hearken to the words that I 
bring. 

Ph. I am afraid. Fair words brought me evil for- 
tune once before, when I believed thy promises, 

Ne. Is there no room, then, for repentance? 

Ph. Even such wast thou in speech, when seeking 


to steal my bow— a trusty friend, with treason in 
his heart. 

Ne. But not so now ; and I fain would learn whether 
thy resolve is to abide here and endure, or to sail 
with us. 

Ph. Stop, speak no morel All that thou canst say 
will be said in vain. 

Ne. Thou art resolved ? 

Ph. More firmly, believe me, than speech can tell. 
Ne. Well, I could have wished that thou hadst 
listened to my words; but if I speak not in season, 

I have done. 

Ph. Aye, thou wilt say all in vain. 

Never canst thou win the amity of my soul, thou 
who hast taken the stay of my life by fraud, and 
robbed me of it— and then hast come here to give 
me counsel— thou most hateful offspring of a noble 
sire! Perdition seize you all, the Atrcidae first, and 
nevt the son of Laertes, and thee! 

Ne. Utter no more curses; but receive these weap- 
ons from my hand. 

Ph. What sayest thou ? Am I being tricked a sec- 
ond time? 

Ne. No, I swear it by the pure. majesty of Zeus 
most high! 

Ph. () welcome words— if thy words be true! 

Ne. The deed shall soon prove the word: come, 
stretch forth thy right hand, and be master of thy 
bow! 

As he hands the bow and arrows to puiloctetes, 
ODYSSEUS suddenly appears. 

Od. But I forbid it— be the gods my witnesses— 
in the name of the Atreidac and all the host! 

Ph. My son, whose voice was that? Did I hear 
Odysseus? 

Od. Be sure of it— and thou seest him at thy side, 
who will carry thee to the plains of Troy perforce, 
whether the son of Achilles will or no. 

Ph. But to thy cost, if this arrow fly straight. 
{Bends his bow.) 

Ne. {seizing his arm). Ah, for the gods* love, for- 
bear-launch not thy shaft! 

Ph. Unhand me, in Heaven’s name, dear youth! 
Ne. I will not. 

Ph. Alas! why hast thou disappointed me of slay- 
ing my hated enemy with my bow! 

Ne. Nay, it suits not with my honour, nor with 
thine. Exit odysseus. 

Ph. Well, thou mayest be sure of one thing— that 
the chiefs of the host, the lying heralds of the Greeks, 
though brave with words, are cowards in fight. 

Ne. Good; the bow is thine; and thou hast no 
cause of anger or complaint against me. 

Ph. I grant it; and thou hast shown the race, my 
son, from which thou springest— no child, thou, of 
Sisyphus, but of Achilles, whose fame was fairest 
when he was with the living, as it is now among the 
dead. 

Ne. Sweet to me is thy praise of my sire, and of 
myself; but hear the boon that I am fain to win from 
thee. Men must needs bear the fortunes given by 
the gods; but when they cling to self-inflicted mis* 
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cries, as thou dost, no one can justly excuse or (nty in my words, and sail forth from this land with me, 
them. Thou hast become intractable; thou canst thy&iend. 

tolerate no counsellor; and if one advise thee, speak> Whatl to the plains of Troy, and to the ab- 

ing with good will, thou ha test him, deeming him horred son of Atreus— with this wretched foot? 

a toe who wishes thee ill. Yet I will speak, calling iVif. Nay, but to those who will free thee and thine 
Zeus to witness, who hears men’s oaths; and do thou ulcered limb from pain, and will heal thy sickness, 

mark these words, and write them in thy heart. "Ph, Thou giver of dire counsel, what canst thou 
Thou sulferest this sore plague by a heaven-sent mean ? 
doom, because thou didst draw near to Chrys^’s Ne. What I see is fraught with the best issue for 
watcher, the serpent, secret warder of her home, us both. 

that guards her roofless sanctuary. And know that PA. Hast thou no shame that the gods should hear 

relief from this grievous sickness can never be thy those words? 

portion, so long as the sun still rises in the east and Nc. Why should a man be ashamed of benefiting 

sets in the west, until thou come, of thine own free his friends? 

will, to the plains of Troy, where thou shalt meet PA. Is this benefit to the Atreidae, or for me ? 

with the sons of Asclepius, our comrades, and shalt Nif.^For thee, I ween; I am thy friend, and speak 

be eased of this malady ; and, with this bow’s aid and in frienaship. 

mine, shalt achieve the capture of the Ilian towers. PA. How so, when thou would’st give me up to 

I will tell thee how I know that these things are my foes ? \ 

so ordained. We have a Trojan prisoner, Hclenus, Ne. Prithee, learn to be less defiant in misfortune, 

foremost among seers; who saith plainly that all this PA. Thou wilt ruin me, I know thop wilt, with 

must come to pass; and further, that this present these words. 

summer must see the utter overthrow of Troy: or Ne. / will not; but I say that thou dost^not under- 
else he is willing that his life be forfeit, if this his stand. 

word prove false. PA. Do I not know that the Atreidae cast me out ? 

Now, therefore, that thou knowest this, yield with Ne. They cast thee out, but look if they will not 

a good grace; ’tis a glorious heightening ol thy gain, restore thee to welfare. 

to be singled out as bravest of the Greeks— first, to PA. Never— if I must first consent to visit Troy, 

come into healing hands, then to take the Troy of Ne. What am I to do, then, if my pleading cannot 

many tears, and so to win a matchless renown. win thee to aught that I urge ? The easiest course 

PA. O hateful life, why, why dost thou keep me for me is that I should cease from speech, and that 

in the light of day, instead of suffering me to seek thou shouldest live, even as now, without deliver- 
the world of the dead ? Ah me, what shall Ido? How ance. 

can I be deaf to this man’s words, who hath coun- PA. Let me bear the sufferings that are my por- 
selled me with kindly purpose? But shall I yield, tion; but the promise which thou madest to me, 

then ? How, after doing that, shall I come into men’s with hand laid in mine— to bring me home— that 

sight, wretched that lam? Who will speak to me? promise do thou fulfil, my son; and tarry not, nor 

Ye eyes that have beheld all my wrongs, how could speak any more of Troy; for the measure of my 1am- 
ye endure to see me consorting with the sons of entation is full. 

Atreus, who wrought my ruin, or with the accursed Ne. If thou wilt, let us be going, 
son of Laertes ? PA. O generous word ! 

It is not the resentment for the past that stings Ne. Now plant thy steps firmly, 

me— I seem to foresee what I am doomed to suffer PA. To the utmost of my strength, 

from these men in the future; for, when the mind Ne. But how shall I escape blame from the Achae- 
hath once become a parent of evil, it teaches men to ans ? 

be evil thenceforth. And in thee, too, this conduct PA. Heed it not. 
moves my wonder. It behoved thee never to revisit Ne. What if they ravage my country ? 

Troy thyself, and to hinder me from going thither; PA. I will be there- 

seeing t^t those men have done thee outrage, by Ne. And what help wilt thou render? 

wresting from thee the honours of thy sire; they, PA. With the shafts of Heracles— 

who in their award of thy father’s arms, adjudg^ Ne. What is thy meaning? 

the hapless Ajax inferior to Odysseus: after that, PA. I will keep them afar. 

wilt thou go to fight at their side,— and wouldest Ne. Take thy farewell of this land, and set forth. 

thou constrain me to do likewise ? heracles appears above them. 

Nay, do not so, my son; but rather, as thou hast Heracles. Nay, not yet, till thou hast hearkened 
sworn to me, convey me home; and, abiding in Scy- unto my words, son of Poeas: know that the voice of 

itis thyself, leave those evil men to their evil doom. Heracles soundeth in thine ears, and thou lookest 

shalt thou win double thanks from me, as from upon his face, 
my sire, and shalt not seem, through helping bad For thy sake have I come from the heavenly seats, 
men, to be like them in thv nature. to show thee the purposes of Zeus, and to stay the 

Ne. There is reason in w^t thou sayest ; neverthe* journey whereon thou art departing; give thou heed 

le^, J would have thee put thy trust m the gods and unto my counsel. — 
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First I would tell thee of mine own fortunes — 
how, after enduring many labours to the end, I have 
won deathless glory, as thou bcholdest. And for thee, 
be sure, the destiny is ordained that through these 
thy sufiTerines thou shouldest glorify thy life. 

Thou shaTt go with yon man to the Trojan city, 
where, first, thou shalt be healed of thy sore malady; 
then, chosen out as foremost in prowess of the host, 
with my bow shalt thou slay Paris, the author of 
these ills; thou shalt sack Troy; the prize of valour 
shall be given to thee by our warriors; and thou 
shalt carry the spoils to thy home, for the joy of 
Poeas thy sire, even to thine own Oetaean heights. 
And whatsoever spoils thou receivest from that host, 
thence take a thank-offering for my bow unto my 
pyre. 

(And these my counsels are for thee also, son of 
Achilles; for thou canst not subdue the Trojan realm 
without his help, nor he without thine: ye are as 
lions twain that roam together; each of you guards 
the other’s life.) 

For the healing of thy sickness, I will send Ascle- 
pius to Troy; since it is doomed to fall a second time 
before mine arrows. But of this be mindful, when 
ye lay waste the land— that ye show reverence to- 
wards the gods. All things else are of less account in 
the sight of our ^ther Zeus; for piety dies not 


with men; in their life and in their death, it is im« 
mortal. 

PL Ah, thou whose accents I had yearned to hear, 
thou whose form is seen after many days, I will not 
disobey thy words I 
Ne, I, too, consent. 

He, Tarry not long, then, ere ye act; for occasion 
urges, and the fair wind yonder at the stern, l^k, 
Ph, Come, then, let me greet this land, as I de- 
part. Farewell, thou chamber that hast shared my 
watches, farewell, ye nymphs of stream and meadow, 
and thou, deep voice of the sea-lashed cape— where, 
in the cavern’s inmost recess, my head was often 
wetted by the south-wind’s blasts, and where oft 
the Hermaean mount sent an echo to my mournful 
cries, in the tempest of my sorrow I 
But now, O ye springs, and thou Lycian fount, I 
am leaving you— leaving you at last— I, who had 
never attained to such a hope! 

Farewell; thou sea-girt Lemnos; and speed me 
with fair course, for my contentment, to that haven 
whither I am borne by mighty fate, and by the 
counsel of friends, and by the all-subduing god who 
hath brought these things to fulfilment. 

Ch, Now let us all set forth together, when we 
have made our prayer to the Nymphs of the sea, that 
they come to us for the prospering of our return. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 

Euripides, c. 480-406 b.c. 


Euripides, “the philosopher of the stage,” as he 
was already called by the ancients, was born of 
Athenian parents on the island of Salamis. The year 
of his birth seems to have been a matter of conjec- 
ture. One tradition groups the three tragedians 
round the battle of Salamis in 480 b.c. : Aeschylus 
fought in the ranks, Sophocles danced in the Boys’ 
Chorus, Euripides was born. Another source as- 
sociates his birth with Aeschylus* first victory in 
484. 

Euripides’ father, Mnesarchus, was a merchant; 
his mother, Cleito, is known to have been “of very 
high family.” Yet for some reason it was a recog- 
nized joke to say she was a greengrocer and sold in- 
ferior greens. Despite the gibes of the comedians, 
he was probably neither poor nor of humble origin. 
As a boy he poured wine for the dancers and carried 
a torch in religious festivals, which he could not 
have done had he not enjoyed a certain social posi- 
tion. Since he was called upon for costly public 
duties, such as equipping, in whole or in part, a 
warship and acting as consul for Magnesia, he must 
have had independent means. He also possessed a 
large library, which was a rare thing in Greece for a 
private citizen. 

In accordance with a prophecy that the boy would 
win victories, the poet*s father is said to have had 
him trained as a professional athlete. He may have 
thought at one time of turning from boxing to 
painting as a career, for paintings attributed to him 
were shown at Megara in later times. He is also 
known to have been friendly with the philosophers. 
He is said to have been a pupil of Anaxagoras and a 
close friend of Protagoras, and we are told that Soc- 
rates never went to the theater unless there was a 
play by Euripides, when he would walk as far as the 
Peiraeus to see it. 

Euripides early discovered his dramatic gift. He 
began to write at the age of eighteen, and in 455 
B.C. he was “granted a chorus,*’ that is, he was jper- 
mitted to compete for the tragic prize. In the fifty 
years of his dramatic career he wrote between eighty 
and ninety plays, but he did not win a victory until 
442, thirteen years after his first appearance before 
the public. His fifth and last victory was for plays 
exhibited after his death, in 405, by his son, the 
younger Euripides. He was incessantly assailed by 
the comedians, especially by Aristophanes, and was 
frequently defeated by lesser poets, but lone before 
his death he had acquired a great reputation through- 


out the Greek world. Plutarch, in his Ufe ofNlciaSt 
says that Athenian prisoners in Syracuse escaped 
death and even received their freedom if they could 
recite passages from the works of Euripides, and 
that some of them, upon returning home, expressed 
their gratitude directly to the poet. Aristotle, in 
spite of specific strictures, calls Euripides “the most 
tragic” of the poets, and Euripides is more often 
quoted by him and by Plato than are Aeschylus and 
&)phocles. 

Of the nineteen plays that survive under the name 
of Euripides, one, the Cyclops^ is a satyr play, and 
the Rhesus is frequently, though not always, con- 
sidered spurious. The oldest of the extant plays is 
the Alcestisy which appeared in 438. The Bacchantes 
and the Iphigenia at Aulis were posthumously pre- 
sented. The other plays that can be approximately 
dated are the Medea^ 431, the Hippolytus, 428, the 
Trojan Womeny 415, the Heleny 412, the Orestesy 
408. 

Unlike Aeschylus and Sophocles, Euripides seems 
to have taken little part in politics and war, although 
there is an allusion to him in Aristotle which seems 
to imply that he had on one occasion a diplomatic 
post. The ancients thought of Euripides as a gloomy 
recluse who never laughed. According to these sto- 
ries, he wore a long beard, lived much alone and 
hated society; he had crowds of books and did not 
like women; he lived in Salamis, in a cave with two 
openings and a beautiful sea view, and there he 
could be seen “all day long, thinking to himself and 
writing, for he despised anything thjit was not great 
and high,” 

Towards the end of his life Euripides received 
honors and distinctions in Macedonia, where, like 
other men of letters, he went at the invitation of 
King Archelaus. He spent his last years at the Mace- 
donian court, high in the favor and confidence of 
the king, and when he died, the king cut o^hU hair 
as an expression of his grief. 

Euripides died in 406 b.c., a few months before 
Sophocles, who wore mourning for him in the tragic 
competition of that year. The Athenians sent an 
embassy to Macedonia to bring back his body, but 
King Archelaus refused to give it up. A cenotaph 
to the memory of Euripides was then erected on the 
road between Athens and the Peiraeus. The poet’s 
lyre, stylus, and tablets were bought for a talent of 
gold by Dionysius of Syracuse, who enshrined them 
in the temple of the Muses. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Chorus of Trojan Sentinels 

Hector 

^Eneas 

Dolon 

Messenger, a shepherd 
Rhesus 


Odysseus 
Diomedes 
Paris 
Athena 
The Muse 

The Charioteer of Rhesus 


Brfore Hector's tent at the gates of Troy, Enter 
chorus. 

Chorus, To Hector’s couch away, one of you wake- 
ful squires that tend the prince, to see if he have any 
fresh tidings from the warriors who were set to guard 
the assembled host during the fourth watch of the 
night. {Calls to hector in the tent) Lift up thy head! 
Prop thine arm beneath it! Unseal that louring eye 
from its repose; thy lowly couch of scattered leaves, 
O Hector, quit ! *Tis time to hearken. Enter hector. 

Hector. Who goes there? Is it a friend who calls? 
Who art thou ? Thy watchword ? Speak! Who in the 
dark hours comes nigh my couch, must tell me who 
he is. 

Ch. Sentinels we of the army. 

He. Why this tumultuous haste ? 

Ch. Be of good courage. 

He, Is there some midnight ambuscade? 

Ch. Nay. 

He. Then why dost thou desert thy post and rouse 
the army, save thou have some tidings of the night ? 
Art not aware how near the Argive host we take our 
night’s repose in ail our harness clad ? 

Ch. To arms! O Hector, seek thine allies’ sleeping 
camp! Bid them wield the spear! Awake them! To 
thine own company despatch a friend. Saddle and 
bridle the steeds. Who will to the son of Panthus? 
who to Europa’s son, captain of the Lycian band ? 
Where are they who should inspect the victims? 
Where be the leaders of the light-armed troops? Ye 
Phrygian archers, string your horn-tipped bows. 

He. Now fear, now confidence thy tidings inspire; 
nothing is plainly set forth. Can it be that thou art 
smitten with wild affright by Pan, the son of Cro- 
nion, and leaving thy watch therefore dost rouse the 
host? What means thy noisy summons? What tid- 
ings can I say thou bringest? Thy words arc many, 
but no plain statement h^t thou made. 

Ch, The long night through, O Hector, the Argive 
host hath kindled fires, and bright with torches 
shines the anchored fleet. To Agamemnon’s tent the 
whole army moves clamorously by night, eager for 
fresh orders, maybe, for never before have I seen 
such commotion among von sea-faring folk. Where- 
fore I was suspicious of wnat might happen and came 


to tell thee, that thou maycst have no cause to blame 
me hereafter. 

He. In good season com’st thou, albeit thy tid- 
ings arc fraught with terror; for those cowards arc 
bent on giving me the slip and stealing away from 
this land in their ships by night; their midnight sig- 
nalling convinces me of this. Ah! Fortune, to rob 
me in my hour of triumph, a lion of his prey, or 
ever this spear of mine with one fell swoop had made 
an end for aye of yonder Argive host! Yea, had not 
the sun’s bright lamp withheld his light, I had not 
stayed my victor’s spear, ere I had fired their ships 
and made my way from tent to tent, drenching this 
hand in Achaean gore. Right eager was I to make a 
night attack and take advantage of the stroke of 
luck by heaven sent, but those wise seers of mine, 
who have heaven’s will so pat, persuaded me to wait 
the dawn, and then leave not one Achaean in the 
land. But those others await not the counsels of my 
soothsayers; darkness turns runaways to heroes. 
Needs must we now without delay pass this word 
along the line “Arm, arm! from slumber cease!’* for 
many a man of them, e’en as he leaps aboard his 
ship, shall be smitten through the back and sprinkle 
the ladders with blood, and others shall be fast bound 
with cords and learn to till our Phrygian glebe. 

Ch. Thou hastest. Hector, before thou knowest 
clearly what is happening; for we do not know for 
certain whether our foes arc flying. 

He. What reason else had tne Argive host to kin- 
dle fires? 

Ch. I cannot say; my soul doth much misgive me. 

He. If this thou fearest, be sure there’s nought 
thou wouldst not fear. 

Ch. Never aforetime did the enemy kindle such 
a blaze. 

He, No, nor ever before did they suffer such shame- 
ful defeat and rout. 

Ch, This thou didst achieve; look now to what 
remains to do. 

He. I have but one word to say, “Arm, arm against 
the foe!’’ 

Ch, Lo! where /Eneas comes, in hot haste too, as 
though he hath news to tell his friends. 

Enter ansas. 

j&feas. Why, Hector, have the sentinels in terrdr 
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made their way through the host to thy couch to 
hold a midnight conclave and disturb the army ? 

He, Case thee in thy coat of mail, >^)neas. 

JEn, How now ? are tidings come of some secret 
stratagem set on foot during the night by the foe ? 

He, They are flying, these foes of ours, and going 
aboard their ships. 

/Ert, What sure proof canst thou give of this ? 

He, The livelong night they are kindling blazing 
torches; methinks they will not wait for the mor- 
row, but after lighting brands upon their ships* decks 
will leave this land and fly to their homes. 

/En, And thou, wherefore dost thou gird thee with 
thy sword ? 

He, With my spear will I stop them even as they 
fly and leap aboard their ships, and my hand shall 
be heavy upon them; for shameful it were in us, 
aye, and cowardly as well as shameful, when 
God gives them into our hands, to let our foes 
escape without a blow after all the injuries they 
have done us. 

yEn. Would thou wert as sage as thou art bold! 
But lol among mortals the same man is not dowered 
by nature with universal knowledge; each hath his 
special gift appointed him, thine is arms, another’s 
is sage counsel. Thou hcarcst their torches are blaz- 
ing, and art fired with the hope that the Achaeans 
are flying, and wouldst lead on our troops across the 
trenches in the calm still night. Now after crossing 
the deep yawning trench, supposing thou shouldst 
find the enemy are not flying from the land, but are 
awaiting thy onset, beware lest thou suffer defeat 
and so never reach this city again; for how wilt thou 
pass the palisades in a rout ? And how shall thy char- 
ioteers cross the bridges without dashing the axles 
of their cars to pieces? And, if victorious, thou hast 
next the son of Peleus to engage; he will ne’er suffer 
thee to cast the firebrand on the fleet, no, nor to 
harry the Achaeans as thou dost fondly fancy. Nay, 
for yon man is fierce as fire, a very tower of valiancy. 
Let us rather then leave our men to sleep calmly 
under arms after the weariness of battle, while we 
send, as I advise, whoe’er will volunteer, to spy upon 
the enemy; and if they really are preparing to fly, 
let us arise and fall upon the Argive host, but if this 
signalling is a trap to catch us, we shall discover from 
the spy the enemy’s designs and take our measures; 
such is my advice, O King. 

Ck. It likes me well ; so change thy mind and adopt 
this counsel. I love not hazardous commands in gen- 
erals. What better scheme could be than for a fleet 
spy to approach the ships and learn why our foes are 
lighting nres in front of their naval station ? 

He, Since this finds favour with you all, prevail. 
{To iCNEAs.) Go thou and marshal our allies; may- 
nap the host hearing of our midnight council is dis- 
turbed. Mine shall it be to send one forth to spy 
upon the foe. And if I discover any plot amongst 
them, thou shalt fully hear thereof, and at the coun- 
cil-board shalt learn our will; but in case they be 
starting off in flight, with eager ear await the trum- 
pet’s cw, for then 1 will not stay, but will this very 
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night engage the Argive host there where their ships 
arc hauled up. 

yEn. Send out the spy forthwith; there’s safety in 
thy counsels now. And thou shalt find me steadfast 
at thy side, whene’er occasion call. Exit >£neas. 

He, What Trojan now af all our company doth 
volunteer to go and spy the Argive fleet ? Who will 
be that patriot? Who saith “I will”? Myself cannot 
at every point serve my country and my friends in 
arms. 

Dolon {Comes from the rear), I for my country will 
gladly run this risk and go to spy the Argive fleet, 
and when I have learnt fully all that the Achaeans 
plot I will return. Hear the conditions on which I 
undertake this toil. 

He, True to his name in sooth, his country’s friend 
is Dolon.. Thy father’s house was famed qf yore, but 
thou hast made it doubly so. 

Do, So must I toil, but for my painsW meet re- 
ward should I receive. For set a price on\any deed, 
and then and there it gives to it a double grace. 

He. Yea, that is but fair; I cannot gainsay it. Name 
any prize for thyself save the sway 1 bear. 

bo, I covet not thy toilsome sovereign ty.\ 

He, Well then, marry a daughter of Priam and 
become my good brother. 

Do. Nay, I care not to wed amongst those beyond 
my station. 

He, There’s gold, if this thou’lt claim as thy guer- 
don. 

Do, Gold have I in my home; no sustenance lack I. 

He, What then is thy desire of all that Ilium stores 
within her ? 

Do, Promise me my gift when thou dost conquer 
the Achaeans. 

He, 1 will give it thee; do thou ask anything ex- 
cept the captains of the fleet. 

Do, Slay them; I do not ask thee to keep thy hand 
off Mcnclaus. 

He, Is it the son of Oileus thou wouldst ask me 
for? 

Do, 111 hands to dig and delve are those mid lux- 
ury nursed. 

He, Whom then of the Achaeans wilt thou have 
alive to hold to ransom ? 

Do, I told thee before, my house is stored with 
gold. 

He, Why then, thou shalt come and with thine 
own hands choose out some spoil. 

Do, Nail up the spoils for the gods on their tem- 
ple walls. 

He. Prithee, what higher prize than these wilt ask 
me for ? 

Do, Achilles’ coursers. Needs must the prize be 
worth the toil w'hen one stakes one’s life on Fortune’s 
die. 

He, Ah! but thy wishes clash with mine anent 
those steeds; for of immortal stock, they and their 
sires before them, are those horses that bear the son 
of Peleus on his headlong course. Them did king 
Poseidon, ocean’s god, break and give to Peleus, so 
runs the legend— yet, for I did urge thee on, I will 
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not break my word; to thee will I give Achilles* 
team, to add a splendour to thy house. 

Do, I thank thee; in receiving them I avow I am 
taking a fairer gift than any other Phrygian for my 
bravery. Yet thee it needs not to be envious; count- 
less joys besides this will glad thy heart in thy king- 
ship o’er this land. Exit heci or. 

Ch, Great the enterprise, and great the boon thou 
designest to receive. Happy, ay, happy wilt thou be, 
if thou succeed; fair the lame thy toil shall win. Yet 
to wed with a prince’s sister were a distinction high. 

On Heaven’s decrees let Justice keep her eye! what 
man can give thou hast, it seems, in full. 

Do, Now will I set forth, and going within my 
house will don such garb as suits, and then will hasten 
to the Argive fleet. 

Ch, Why, what dress in place of this wilt thou 
assume? 

Do, Such as suits my task and furtive steps. 

Ch, One should ever learn wisdom from the wise; 
tell me wherewith thou wilt drape thy body. 

Do, I will fasten a wolf skin about my back, and 
o’er my head put the brutd’s gaping jaws; then fit- 
ting its fore-feet to my hands and its hind-feet to 
my legs I will go on all- fours in imitation of its gait 
to puzzle the enemy when I approach their trenches 
and barriers round the ships. But whenever I come 
to a deserted spot, on two feet will I walk; such is 
the ruse I have decided on. 

Ch, May Hermes, Maia’s child, escort thee safely 
there and back, prince of tricksters as he is! Thou 
knowest what thou hast to do; good luck is all thou 
needest now. 

Do, I shall return in safety, and bring to thee the 
head of Odysseus when I have slain him, or maybe 
the son of Tydeus, and with this clear proof before 
thee thou shalt avow that Dolon went unto the Ar- 
givc fleet; for, ere the dawn appear, I will win back 
home \N'ith bloodstained hand. 

Exit DOLON. 

Ch, O Apollo, blest godhead, lord of Thymbra 
and of Delos, who hauntest thy fane in Lycia, come 
with all thy archery, appear this night, and by thy 
guidance save our friend now setting forth, and aid 
the Dardans* scheme, almighty god whose hands in 
days of yore upreared Troy’s walls! Good luck at- 
tend his mission to the ships! may he reach the host 
of Hellas and spy it out, then turn again and reach 
the altars of his father’s home in Ilium! 

Grant him to mount the chariot drawn by Phthia’s 
steeds, wdien Hector, our master, hath sacked Achae’s 
camp, those steeds that the sea-god gave to Peleus, 
son of /fecus; for he and he alone had heart enough 
for home and country to go and spy the naval sta- 
tion; his spirit I admire; how few stout hearts there 
be, when on the sea the sunlight dies and the city 
labours in the surge; Phrygia yet hath left a valiant 
few, and bold hearts in the battle’s press; *tis only 
Mysia’s sons who scorn us as allies. 

Which of the Achaeans will their four-footed mur- 
derous foe slay in their beds, as he crosses the ground, 
feigning to be a beast? May he lay Menelaus low or 
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slay Agamemnon and bring his head to Helen’s 
hands, causing her to lament her evil kinsman, who 
hath come against ray city, against the land of Troy 
with his countless host of ships. 

DOLON reappears disguised and departs for the 
GreeJ{camp, Enter messuscuk. 

Messenger (a Shepherd). Great king, ever in days 
to come be it mine to bring my masters such news 
as I am bearing now unto thine ears. 

HECTOR. 

He. Full oft the rustic mind is afflicted with dul- 
ness; so thou, as like as not, art come to this ill-suited 
place to tell thy master that his flocks are bearing 
well. Knowest thou not my palace or my father’s 
throne? Thither thou shoiildst carry thy talc when 
thou hast prospered with thy flocks. 

Me. Dull we herdsmen are; I do not gainsay thee. 
But none the less 1 bring thee joyful news. 

He. A truce to thy tale of how the sheep-fold 
fares; I have battles to fight and spears to wield. 

Me. The very things of w'hich 1, too, came to tell 
thee; for a chieftain of a countless host is on his way 
to join thee as thy friend and to champion this land. 

He. His country ? and the home that he hath left ? 

Me. His country, Thrace: men call his fiither 
Strymon. 

He. Didst say that Rhesus was setting foot in 
Troy? 

Me. Thou hast it; and savest me half my speech. 

He, How is it that he comes to Ida’s meadows, 
wandering from the broad waggon track across the 
plain ? 

Me. I cannot say for certain, though I might guess. 
To make his entry by night is no idle scheme, when 
he hears that the plains are packed with foemen’s 
troops. But he frightened us rustic hinds who dw'cll 
along the slopes of Ida,^ the earliest settlement in 
the land, as he came by night through yon wood 
where wild beasts couch. On surged the tide of 
Thracian warriors with loud shouts; whereat in wild 
amaze we drove our flocks unto the heights, for 
fear that some Argives were coming to plunder and 
harry thy steading, till that we caught the sound of 
voices other than Greek and ceased from our alarm. 
Then went I and questioned in the Thracian tongue 
those who were reconnoitring the road, who it was 
that lead them, and w'hose he avowed him to be, 
that came to the city to help the sons of Priam. And 
when I had heard all I wished to learn, I stood still 
awhile; and lo! 1 see Rhesus mounted like a god 
upon his Thracian chariot. Of gold was the yoke 
that linked the necks of his steeds whiter than the 
snow; and on his shoulders flashed his targe with 
figures welded in gold; while a gorgon of bronze like 
that which gleams from the aegis of the goddess was 
bound upon the frontlet of his horses, ringing out 
its note of fear with many a bell. The num^r of his 
host thou couldst not reckon to a sum exact, for it 
was beyond one’s comprehension; many a knight 
was there, and serried ranks of targeteers, and archers 

^Cf. Homer, Iliads xx. 216. 
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Thracians slain, and this land d>all bear the burden 
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not a few, with countless swarms of light-armed 
troops, in Thracian garb arrayed, to bear them com* 
Dsuiy. Such the ally who comes to Troy*s assistance; 
him the son of Peleus will ne’er escape or if he fly or 
meet him spear to spear. 

Ch, Whenso the gods stand by the burghers 
staunch and true, tb^ tide of fortune glides with 
easy flow to a successful goal. 

He, I shall find a host of friends now that fortune 
smiles upon my warring and Zeus is on my side. 
But no need have we of those who shared not our 
toils of erst, what time the War-god, driving all be- 
fore him, was rending the sails of our ship of state 
with his tempestuous blast. Rhesus hath shewn the 
friendship he then bore to Troy; for he cometh to 
the feast, albeit he was not with the hunters when 
they took the prey, nor joined his spear with theirs. 

Ch, Thou art right to scorn and blame such friends; 
yet welcome those who fain would help the state. 

He, Sufficient we who long have kept Ilium safe. 

Ch, Art so sure thou hast already caught the foe? 

He, Quite sure I am; to-morrow’s light will make 
that plain. 

Ch, Beware of what may chance; full oft doth for- 
tune veer. 

He, I loathe the friend who brings his help too 
late. 

Me, O prince, to turn away allies earns hatred. 

His mere appearing would cause a panic amongst 
the foe. 

Ch, Let him, at least, since he is come, approach 
thy genial board as guest, if not ally, for the grati- 
tude of Priam’s sons is forfeit in his case. 

He, Thou counsellest aright; thou too dost take 
the proper view. Let Rhesus in his gilded mail join 
the allies of this land, thanks to the messenger’s re- 
port. Exeunt the messenger and hector. 

Ch, May Nemesis, daughter of Zeus, check the 
word that may offend; for To 1 1 will utter all that my 
soul fain would say. Thou art come, O son of the 
river god, art come, thrice welcome in thy advent, 
to the halls of Phrygia; late in time thy Pierian 
mother and Strymon thy sire, that stream with 
bridges fair, are sending mee to us— Strymon who 
begat thee his.strong young son, that day his swirl- 
ing waters found a refuge in the tuneful Muse’s vir- 
gin bosom. Thou art my 2^us, my god of light, as 
thou comest driving thy dappled steeds. Now, O 
Phrygia, O my country, now mayst thou by God’s 
grace address thy saviour 21eus! Shall.old Troy once 
more at last spend the live-long day in drinking 
toasts and singing love’s praise, while the wildering 
wine-cup sends a friendly challenge round, as o’er 
the sea los Sparta bound, the sons m Atreus quit the 
Ilian strand r Ah! best of friends, with thy strong 
arm and spear mayst thou this service do me, then 
safe return. Come, appear, brandish that shield of 
gdki full in Achilles’ face; raise it aslant along the 
chariot’s branching rail, urging on thv steeds the 
while, and shaking thy lance with double point. For 
none after facing thee will ever join the dan^ on 
tffie lawns of Argive Hera; no, but he shall die by 
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of his corpse and be glad. 

Enter taiEsvs. 

Hail, all hail! O mighty prince! fair the scion thou 
hast bred, O Thrace, a ruler in his every look. Mark 
his stalwart frame cased in golden corslet! Hark to 
the ringing bells that peal so proudly from his targe- 
handle hung. A god, O Troy, a god, a very Ares, a 
scion of Strymon’s stream and of the tuneful Muse, 
breathes courage into thee. 

hector. 

Rhesus, Brave son of sire as brave, Hector, prince 
of this land, all hail! After many a long day I greet 
thee. Right glad am I of thy success, to see thee 
camped hard on the foemen’s towers; 1 come to help 
thee raze their walls and fire their fleet of ships. 

He, of that tuneful mother, one of the Muses 
nine, ahef of Thracian Strymon’s stream, I ever love 
to speak plain truth; nature gave me not a double 
tongue. Long, long ago shouldst thoii have come 
and shared the labours of this land nor simered Troy 
for any help of thine to fiill o’er thrown by hostile 
Argive spears. Thou canst not say ’twas apy want of 
invitation that kept thee from coming wif^ thy help 
to visit us. How oft came heralds and embassies from 
Phrygia urgently requiring thine aid for our city? 
What sumptuous presents did we not send to thee? 
But thou, brother barbarian though thou wert, didst 
pledge away to Hellenes us thy barbarian brethren, 
tor all the help thou gavest. Yet ’twas I with this 
strong arm that raised thee from thy paltry prince- 
dom to high lordship over Thrace, that gay I fell 
upon the Thracian chieftains face to fade around 
Pangaeus in Paeonia’s land and broke their serried 
ranks, and gave their people up to thee with the 
yoke upon their necks; but thou hast trampled on 
this great favour done thee, and comest with laggard 
step to give thine aid when friends are in distress. 
While they, whom no natural tie of kin constrains, 
have long been here, and some are dead and in their 
graves beneath the heaped-up cairn, no mean proof 
of loyalty to the city, and others in harness clad and 
mounted on their cars, with steadfast soul endure 
the icy blast and parching heat of the sun, not pledg- 
ing one another, as thou art wont, in long deep 
draughts on couches soft. This is the charge I bring 
against thee and utter to thy face, that thou mayst 
know how frank is Hector’s tongue. 

Rh, I too am such another as thyself; straight to 
the point I cut my way; no shuffling nature mine. 
My heart was wrung with sorer anguish than ever 
thine was at my absence from this land; 1 fumed and 
chafed, but Scythian folk, whose borders march with 
mine, made war on me on the very eve of my de- 
parture for Ilium; already had 1 reached the strand 
of the Euxine sea, there to transport my Thracian 
army. Then did my spear pour out o’er Scythia’s 
soil great drops of bloody rain, and Thrace too shar^ 
in tne mingled slaughter. This then was what did 
chance to keep me from coming to the land of Troy 
and joining thy standard. But soon as 1 had con- 
quered these and taken their children as hostages 
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and appointed the yearly tribute they should pay 
my house, 1 crossed the firth, and lo! am here; on 
foot I traversed all thy borders that remained to 
pass, not as thou in thy jeers at those carousals of my 
countrymen hintest, nor sleeping soft in gilded paU 
aces, but amid the frozen hurricanes that vex the 
lliracian main and the Paeonian shores, learning as 
I lay awake what sufifering is, this soldier’s cloak my 
only wrap. True my coming hath tarried, but yet 
am I in time; ten long years already hast thou been 
at the fray, and naught accomplished yet; day in, 
day out, thou riskest all in this game of war with 
Argivcs. While I will be content once to see the sun- 
god rise, and sack yon towers and fall upon their 
anchored fleet and slay the Achaeans; and on the 
morrow home from Ilium will I go, at one stroke 
ending all thy toil. Let none of you lay hand to 
spear to lift it, for I, for all my late arrival, will with 
my lance make utter havoc of those vaunting 
Achaeans. 

Ch. Joy, joy! sweet champion sent by Zeus! Only 
may Zeus, throned on high, keep jealousy, resistless 
foe, from thee for thy presumptuous words! Yon 
fleet of ships from Argos sent, never brought, nor 
formerly nor now, among all its warriors a braver 
than thee; how I wonder will Achilles, how will Aias 
stand the onset of thy spear ? Oh! to live to sec that 
happy day, my prince, that thou mayest wreak ven- 
geance on them, gripping thy lance in thy death- 
dealing hand! 

Rh, Such exploits am I ready to achieve to atone 
for my long absence; (with due submission to Nem- 
esis 1 say this;) then when we have cleared this city 
of its foes and thou hast chosen out firstfruits for the 
gods, I fain would march with thee against the Ar- 
gives* country and coming thither, lay Hellas waste 
with war, that they in turn may know the taste of ill. 

He, If thou couldst rid the city of this present 
curse and restore it to its old security, sure 1 should 
feel deep gratitude towards heaven. But as for sack- 
ing Argos and the pasture-lands of Hellas, as thou 
sayest, *tis no easy task. 

Rh, Avow they not that hither came the choicest 
chiefs of Hellas? 

He. Aye, and I scorn them not; enough have I to 
do in drivinji them away. 

Rh, Weil, if we slay these, our task is fully done. 

He, Leave not the present need, nor look to dis- 
tant schemes. 

Rh, Thou art, it seems, content to suffer tamely 
and make no return. 

He. I rule an empire wide enough, e’en though 1 
here abide. But on the left wing or the right or in 
the centre of the allies thou mayst plant thy shield 
and marshal thy troops. 

Rh. Alone will I face the foe. Hector. But if thou 
art ashamed, after all thy previous toil, to have no 
share in firing their ships* prows, place me face to 
face at least with Achilles and his h^t. 

He. ’Gainst him thou canst not range thy eager 
spear. 

Rh. Why, ’twas surely said he sailed to Ilium. 


He, He sailed and is come hither; but he is wroth 
and takes no part with the other chieftains in the 
fray. 

Rh. Who next to him hath won a name in their 
host? 

He. Aias and the son of Tydeus are, I take it, no 
whit his inferiors; there is Odysseus too, a noisy 
knave to talk, but bold enough withal, of all men he 
hath wrought most outrage on this country. For he 
came by night to Athena’s shrine and stole her image 
and took it to the Argivc ships; next he made his 
way inside our battlements, clad as a vagrant in a 
beggar’s garb, and loudly did he curse the Argives, 
sent as a spy to Ilium; and then sneaked out again, 
when he had slain the sentinels and warders at the 
gate. He is ever to be found lurking in ambush about 
the altar of Thymbraean Apollo nigh the city. In him 
we have a troublous pest to wrestle with. 

Rh. No brave man deigns to smite his foe in secret, 
but to meet him face to face. If I can catch this 
knave alive, who, as thou sayest, skulks in stealthy 
ambuscade and plots his mischief, I will impale him 
at the outlet of the gates and set him up for vultures 
of the air to make their meal upon. This is the death 
he ought to die, pirate and temple-robber that he is. 

He, To your quarters now, for night draws on. 
For thee I will myself point out a spot where thy 
host can watch this night apart from our array. Our 
watchword is Phabus, if haply there be need there- 
of; hear and mark it well and tell it to the Thracian 
army. Ye must advance in front of our ranks and 
keep a watchful guard, and so receive Dolon who 
went to spy the ships, for he, if safe he is, is even 
now approaching the camp of Troy. 

^eunt HECTOR and rhesus. 

Ch, Whose watch is it? who relieves me? night’s 
earlier stars are on the wane, and the seven Pleiads 
mount the sky; athwart the firmament the eagle 
floats. Rouse yc, why delay ? Up from your beds to 
the watch! See ye not the moon’s pale beam? l^wn 
is near, day is coming, and lo! a star that heralds it. 

Semi-Chorus. Who was told off to the first watch? 

The son of Mygdon, whom men call Corcebus. 

Who after him? 

The Paeonian contingent roused the Cilicians; 

And the Mysians us. 

Is it not then high time we went and roused the 
Lycians for the fifth watch, as the lot decided ? 

Ch. Hark! hark! a sound; ’tis the nightingale, that 
slew her child, singing where she sits upon her blood- 
stained nest by Simois her piteous plaint, sweet 
singer of the many trills; already along Ida’s slopes 
they are pasturing the flocks, and o’er the night 1 
catch the shrill pipe’s note; sleep on my closing eye- 
lids softly steals, the sweetest sleep that comes at 
dawn to tired eyes. 

Semi-Ch, Why doth not our scout draw near, 
whom Hector sent to spy the fleet? 

He is so long away, 1 have my fears. 

Is it possible he hath piungra into a hidden am- 
bush and been slain ? 

Soon must we know. 
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My counsel is we go and rouse the Lycians to the 
fifth watch* as the lot ordained. 

Exit sfiMi'CHORus. Enter diomedes and odys- 
SEUs cautiously with drawn swords, 

Odysseus, Didst not hear* O Diomedes* the clash 
of arms? or is it an idle noise that rings in my ears? 

Diomedes, Nay, *tis the rattle of steel harness on 
the chariot-rails; me* too* did fear assail* till 1 per- 
ceived ’twas but the clang of horses* chains. 

Od, Beware thou stumble not upon the guard in 
the darkness. 

Di, I will take good care how I advance even in 
this gloom. 

Od, If however thou shouldst rouse them, dost 
know their watchword ? 

Di, Yea, *tis “Phoebus”; I heard Dolon use it. 

They enter the tent, then return, 

Od, Ha! the foe I see have left this bivouac. 

Di, Yet Dolon surely said that here was Hector’s 
couch, against whom this sword of mine is drawn. 

Od, What can it mean ? Is his company withdrawn 
elsewhere? 

Di, Perhaps to form some stratagem against us. 

Od, Like enough, for Hector now is grown quite 
bold by reason of his victory. 

Di, What then are we to do* Odysseus? we have 
not found our man asleep; our hopes are dashed. 

Od, Let us to the fleet with what speed we may. 
Some god, whiche’er it be that gives him his goc^ 
luck, is preserving him; ’gainst fate we must not 
strive. 

Di, Well, we twain must go against ASneas or 
Paris, most hateful of Phrygians, and with our 
swords cut off their heads. 

Od, How, pray, in the darkness canst thou find 
them amid a hostile array, and slay them without 
risk? 

Di, Yet 'twere base to go unto the- Agrive ships 
if we have worked the enemy no harm. 

Od, What! no harm! Have we not slain Dolon 
who spied upon the anchored fleet, and have we not 
his spoils safe here? Dost thou expect to sack the 
entire camp? Be led by me, let us return; and good 
luck go with us! 

ATHENA appears. 

Athena, Whither away from the Trojan ranks, 
with sorrow gnawing at your hearts, because fortune 
granteth not you twain to slay Hector or Paris? 
Have ye not heard that Rhesus is come to succour 
Troy in no mean sort? If he survive this night until 
to-morrow’s dawn* neither Achilles nor Aias, stout 
spearman* can stay him from utterly destroying the 
Argive fleet, razing its palisades and carrying the on- 
slaught of his lance fiir and wide within the gates; 
slay him, and all is thine; let Hector’s sleep alone, 
nor hope to leave him a weltering trunk, for he shall 
find death at another hand. 

Od, Queen Athena, ’tis the well-known accent of 
thy voice I hear; for thou art ever at my side to 
help me in my toil. Tell us where the warrior lies 
asleep, in what part of the barbarian army he is sta- 
tion^. 


Ath, Here lies he close at hand, not marshalled 
with the other troops, but outside the ranks hath 
Hector given him quarters, till night gives place to 
day. And nigh him are tethered his white steeds to 
his Thracian chariot* easy to see in the darkness; 
glossy white are they like to the plumage of a river 
swan. Slay their master and bear them off* a glorious 
prize to any home* for nowhere else in all the world 
is such a splendid team to be found. 

Od, Diomedes* cither do thou slay the Thracian 
folk, or leave that to me, while thy care must be the 
horses. 

Di, I will do the killing* and do thou look to the 
steeds. For thou art well versed in clever tricks* and 
hast a ready wit. And ’tis right to allot a man to the 
work he can best perform. 

Ath, Lo! yonder I sec Paris coming towards us; he 
hath heard maybe from the guard a rumour vague 
that foes are near. 

Di, Are others with him or cometh he alone ? 

Ath, Alone; to Hector’s couch he sceips to wend his 
way, to announce to him that spies are in the camp. 

Di, Ought not he to head the list of slain ? 

Ath, Thou canst not o’erreach Dcstiriy. And it is 
not decreed that he should fall by thy hand; but 
hasten on thy mission of slaughter fore-ordained* 
{exeunt odysseus and diomedes) while I feigning 
to be Cypris, his ally* and to aid him in his efforts 
will answer thy foe with cheating words. Thus much 
I have told you, but the fated victim knoweth not, 
nor hath he heard one word, for all he is so near. 

Enter paris. 

Paris, To thee I call* general and brother* Hector! 
Sleep’st thou ? shouldst not thou awake ? Some foe- 
man draws anigh our host, or thieves maybe, or 
spies. 

Ath, Courage! lo! Cypris watches o’er thee in gra- 
cious mood. Thy warfare is my care* for I do not 
forget the honour thou once didst me* and I thank 
thee for thy good service. And now* when the host 
of Troy is triumphant* am I come bringing to thee 
a powerful friend, the Thracian child of the Muse, 
the heavenly songstress, whose father’s name is Stry- 
mon. 

Pa, Ever unto this city and to me a kind friend 
art thou* and 1 am sure that decision I then made 
conferred upon this city the highest treasure life af- 
fords in thy person. I heard a vague report* and so I 
came, for there prevailed amongst the guard a ru- 
mour that Achaean spies are here. One man, that 
saw them not* saith so, while another, that saw them 
come, cannot describe them, and so I am on my way 
to Hector’s tent. 

Ath, Fear naught; all is quiet in the host* and Hec- 
tor is gone to assign a sleeping-place to the Thracian 
army. 

Pa, Thou dost persuade me, and I believe thy 
words, and will go to guard my post, free of fear. 

Ath, Go, for ’tis my pleasure ever to watch thy 
interests, that so I may see my allies prosperous. Yea, 
and thou too shalt recognize my zeal. Exit paris. 

ODYSSEUS and diomedes* 
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O son of Laertes, I bid you sheathe your whetted 
swords, ye warriors ail too keen; for dead before you 
lies the Thracian chief, his steeds are captured, but 
the foe have wind thereof, and are coming forth 
against you; fly with all speed to the ships* station. 
Why delay to save your lives when the focmen’s 
storm is just bursting on you ? 

Ch. On, on! strike, strike, lay on, lay on! deal 
death in every blow! 

Semi-Ch, Who goes there ? 

Look you, that man I mean. There are the thieves 
who in the gloom disturbed this host. Hither, come 
hither, every man of you! I have them— I have 
clutched them fast. 

What is the watchword? Whence cam*st thou? 
Thy country ? 

Od. *Tis not for thee to know. 

Semi’Ch. Speak, or thou diest as a vile traitor this 
day. 

Wilt not the watchword declare, ere my sword 
finds its way to thy heart ? 

Od, What! hast thou slain Rhesus? 

Semi-Ch, Nay, I am asking thee about him who 
came to slay us. 

Od. Be of good heart, approach. 

Semi-Ch, Strike every man of you, strike, strike 
home! 

Od. Stay, every man of you! 

Semi’Ch. No, no, lay on! 

Od. Ah! slay not a friend. 

Semi-Ch. What is the watchword, then? 

Od. Phoebus. 

Semi-Ch. Right! stay every man his spear! 

Dost know whither those men are gone? 

Od. Somewhere here I caught a sight of them. 

Setni-Ch, Close on their track each man of you, or 
else must we shout for aid. 

Od. Nay, *twcrc conduct strange to disturb our 
friends with wild alarms by night. 

Exeunt ooysseus and diomedes. 

Ch. Who was that man who slipped away ? Who 
was he that will loudly boast his daring in escaping 
me ? How shall I catch him now ? to whom liken him ? 
the man who came by night with fearless step pass- 
ing through our ranks and the guard we set. Is he a 
Thessalian or a dweller in some seacoast town of Lo- 
cris, or hath he his home amid the scattered islands 
of the main? Who was he, and whence came he? 
What is his fatherland ? What god doth he avow as 
lord ofall the rest? 

Semi’Ch. Whose work is this? is it the deed of 
Odysseus? 

If one may conjecture from his former acts, of 
course it is. 

Dost think so really ? Why, of course. 

He is a bold foe for us. 

Who is ? whom art thou praising for valiancy ? 

Odysseus. 

Praise not the crafty weapons that a robber uses. 

Ch. Once before he came into this city, with 
swimming bleary eyes, in rags and tatters clad, his 
sword hi^en in his cloak. And like some vagrant 
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menial he slunk about begging his board, his hair 
all tousled and matted with filth, and many a bitter 
curse he uttered against the royal house of the Atrei- 
dac, as though forsooth he were to those chiefs op- 
posed. Would, oh! would he had perished, as was his 
due, or ever he set foot on Phrygia’s soil! 

Semi-Ch. Whether it were really Odysseus or not, 
1 am afeard. 

Aye surely, for Hector will blame us sentinels. 

W^hat can he allege ? 

He will suspect. 

What have we done ? why art afeard ? 

By us did pass— 

Well, who? 

They who this night came to the Phrygian host. 

Enter charioteer. 

Charioteer. O cruel stroke of fate. Woe, woe! 

Ch. Hush! be silent all! Crouch low, for maybe 
there cometh someone into the snare. 

Cha. Oh, oh! dire mishap to the Thracian allies. 

Ch. Who is he that groans ? 

Cha. Alack, alack! woe is me and woe is thee, O 
king of Thrace! How curst the sight of Troy to theel 
how sad the blow that closed thy life! 

Ch. Who art thou ? an ally ? which ? night’s gloom 
hath dulled these eyes, 1 cannot clearly recognize 
thee. 

Cha. Where can I find some Trojan chief? Where 
doth Hector take his rest under arms? Alack and 
well-a-day! To which of the captains of the host am 
I to tell my tale? What sufferings ours! What dark 
deeds someone hath wrought on us and gone his 
way, when he had wound up a clew of sorrow mani- 
fest to every Thracian! 

Ch. From what I gather of this man’s words, some 
calamity, it seems, is befolling the Thracian host. 

Cha. Lost is all our host, our prince is dead, slain 
by a treacherous blow. Woe worth the hour! woe 
worth the day! O the cruel anguish of this bloody 
wound that inly racks my frame! Would I were dead ! 
Was it to die this inglorious death that Rhesus and 1 
did come to Troy ? 

Ch. This is plain language; in no riddles he de- 
clares the disaster; all too clearly he asserts our 
friends’ destruction. 

Cha. A sorry deed it was, and more than that a 
deed most foul; yea, ’tis an evil doubly bad; to die 
with glory, if die one must, is bitterness enough I 
trow to him who dies; assuredly it is; though to the 
living it add dignity and honour for their house. 
But we, like fools, have died a death of shame. No 
sooner had great Hector given us our quarters and 
told us the watchword than we laid us down to sleep 
upon the ground, o’ercome by weariness. No guard 
our army set to watch by night. Our arms we set 
not in array, nor were the whips hung ready on the 
horses’ yokes, for our prince was told that you were 
masters now, and had encamped hard on their ships; 
so carelessly we threw us down to sleep. Now I with 
thoughtful mind awoke from my slumber, and with 
ungrudging hand did measure out the horses’ feed, 
expecting to harness them at dawn unto the fray; 
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when lo) through the thick gloom two men I see 
roaming around our army. But when 1 roused my- 
self they fled away, and were gone once more; ana I 
called out to them to keep away from our army, for 
I thought they might be thieves from our allies. No 
answer made they, so I too said no more, but came 
back to my couch and slept again. And lo! as I slept 
came a strange fancy o’er me: I saw, methought as 
in a dream, those steeds that I had groomed and 
used to drive, stationed at Rhesus* side, with wolves 
mounted on their backs; and these with their tails 
did lash the horses’ flanks and u^e them on, while 
they did snort and breathe fury from their nostrils, 
striving in terror to unseat their riders. Up I sprang 
to defend the horses from the brutes, for the horror 
of the night scared me. Then as I raised my head I 
heard the groans of dying men, and a warm stream 
of ncw-shcd blood bespattered me where I lay close 
to my murdered master as he gave up the ghost. To 
my feet I start, but all unarmed; and as 1 peer about 
and grope to And my sword, a stalwart hand from 
somewhere nigh dealt me a sword-thrust beneath the 
ribs. 1 know the sword that dealt that blow from 
the deep gaping wound it gave me. Down on my 
face 1 fell, while they fled clean away with steeds 
and chariot. Alack, alack! Tortured with pain, too 
weak to stand, a piteous object II I know what hap- 
pened, for I saw it; but how the victims met their 
death 1 cannot say, nor whose the hand that smote 
them; but I can well surmise we have our friends to 
thank for this mischance. 

€h, O charioteer of Thrace’s hapless king, never 
suspect that any but foes have had a hand in this. 
Lo! Hector himself is here, apprized of thy mis- 
chance; he sympathizes as he should with thy hard 
fr te. EfUer hector. 

He, Ye villains who have caused this mischief dire, 
how came the foemen’s spies without your knowl- 
edge, to your shame, and spread destruction through 
the host, and you drove them not away as they 
passed in or out? Who but you shall pay the penalty 
lor this? You, I say, were stationed here to guard 
the host. But they are gone without a wound, with 
many a scoff at Phrygian cowardice, and at me their 
leader. Now mark ye this — by father Zeus I swear — 
at least the scourge, if not the headsman’s axe, awaits 
such conduct; c& count Hector a thing of naught, 
a mere coward. 

Ch. Woe, woe is me! A grievous, grievous woe 
came on me, I can see, great lord of my city, in the 
hour that 1 brought my news to thee that the Ar- 
give host was kindling fires about the ships; for by 
the springs of Simois I vow my eye kept sleepless 
watch by night, nor did 1 slumber or sleep. O be not 
angered with me, my lord; 1 am guiltless of all; yet 
if hereafter thou find that 1 in word or deed have 
done amiss, bury me alive beneath the earth; 1 ask 
nomercy. 

Cka* ^y threaten these ? Why try to undermine 
my poor barbarian wit by crafty words, barbarian 
t)^ thyself? Thou didst this deed; nor they who 
have suffered all, nor we by wounds disables will 


believe it was any other. A long and subtle speech 
diou’lt need to prove to me thou didst not slay thy 
friends because thou didst covet the horses, and to 
gmn them didst murder thine own allies, after bid- 
ding them come so straitly. They came, and they are 
dead. Why, Paris found more decent means to shame 
the rights of hospitality than thou,with thy 
slaughter of thy allies. Never tell me some Argive 
came and slaughtered us. Who could have passed 
the Trojan lines and come against us without detec- 
tion ? Thou and thy Phrygian troops were camped 
in front of us. Who was wounded, who was slain 
amonpt thy friends, when that foe thou speak’st of 
came? ’Twas we were wounded, while some have 
met a sterner fate and said farewell to heaven’s light. 
Briefly, then, no Achaean do I blame. For what en- 
emy could have come and found the lowly bed of 
Rhesus^ in*the dark, unless some deity Were guiding 
the murderers* steps ? They did not so much as know 
of his arrival. No, *tis thy plot this! \ 

He, *Tis many a long year now since l^ve had to 
do with allies, aye, ever since Achaea’s post settled 
in this land, and never an ill word have I known 
them say of me; but with thee I am to make a be- 
ginning. Never may such longing for horses seize me 
that I should slay my friends! This is the work of 
Odysseus. Who of all the Argives but he would have 
devised or carried out such a deed ? I fear him much; 
and somewhat my mind misgives me lest he have 
met and slain Dolon as well; for ’tis long since he set 
out, nor yet appears. 

Cha, I know not this Odysseus of whom thou 
speakest. ’Twas no foe’s hand that smote 

He, Well, keep that opinion for thyself, if it please 
thee. 

Cha, O land of my fathers, would 1 might die in 
thee! 

He, Die! No! Enough are those already dead. 

Cha, Where am 1 to turn, 1 ask thee, reft of my 
master now? 

He, My house shall shelter thee and cure thee of 
thy hurt. 

Cha, How shall murderers’ hands care for me? 

He, This fellow will never have done repeating 
the same story. 

Cha, Curses on the doer of this deed! On thee my 
tongue doth fix no charge, as thou complainest; but 
Justice is over all. 

He, Ho! take him hence! Carry him to my palace 
and tend him carefully, that he may have no fiiult 
to find. And you must go to those upon the walls, 
to Priam and his aged councillors, and tell them to 
give orders for the burial of the dead at the place 
where folk turn from the road to rest. 

cHARioTasR is comed off, 

Ch, Why, with what intent doth fortune change 
and bring Troy once again to mourning after her 
fiimous victory ? See, see! O look! What goddess, O 
king, is hovering o’er our heads, bearing in her hands 
as on a bier the warrior slain but now r I shudder at 
this sight of woe. the muse appears ^ 

The Muse, Behold me, sons of Troy! Lo1 1 the 
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Muse, one of the sisters nine, that have honour 
among the wise, am here, having seen the piteous 
death his foes have dealt my darling son. Yet shall 
the crafty Odysseus, that slew him, one day here- 
after pay a fitting penalty. O my son, thy mother’s 
grief, 1 mourn for thee in self-taught strains of woe I 
What a journey thou didst make to Troy, a very 
path of woe and sorrow! starting, spite of all my 
warnings and thy father’s earnest prayers, in defi- 
ance of us. Woe is me for thee, my dear, dear son! 
Ah, woe! my son, my son! 

Ch, 1, too, bewail and mourn thy son, as far as one 
can who hath no common tie of kin. 

Muse, Curses on the son^ of CEneus! Curses on 
Laertes’ child! who hath reft me of my fair son and 
made me childless! and on that woman, too, that 
left her home in Hellas, and sailed hither with her 
Phrygian paramour, bringing death to thee, my 
dearest son, 'neath Ilium’s walls, and stripping count- 
less cities of their heroes brave. Deep, deep the 
wounds, son^ of Philammon, hast thou inflicted on 
my heart, in life, nor less in Hades’ halls. Yea, for 
’twas thy pride, thy own undoing, and thy rivalry 
with us Muses that made me mother of this poor 
son of mine. For as I crossed the river’s streams I 
came too nigh to Strymon’s fruitful couch, that day 
we Muses came unto the brow of Mount Pangaeus 
with its soil of gold, with all our music furnished 
forth for one great trial of minstrel skill with that 
clever Thracian bard, and him we reft of sight, even 
Thamyris, the man who oft reviled our craft. Anon, 
when 1 gave birth to thee, because 1 felt shame of 
my sisters and my maiden years, I sent thee to the 
swirling stream of thy sire, the water-god; and Stry- 
mon did not entrust thy nurture to mortal hands, 
but to the fountain nymphs. There wert thou reared 
most fairly by the maiden nymphs, and didst rule 
o’er Thrace, a leader amongst men, my child. So 
long as thou didst range thy native land in quest of 
blowy deeds of prowess I feared not for thy death, 
but I bade thee ne’er set out for Troy- town, for 
well I knew thy doom; but Hector’s messages and 
those countless embassies urged thee to go and help 
thy friends. This was thy doing, Athena; thou alone 
art to blame for his death (neither Odysseus nor the 
son of Tydeus had aught to do with it) ; think not it 
hath escaped mine eye. And yet we sister Muses do 
special honour to thy city, thy land we chiefly haunt; 
yea, and Orpheus, own cousin of the dead whom 
thou hast slain, did for thee unfold those dark mys- 
teries with their torch processions. Musaeus, too, thy 

^Tydeus, fiither of Diomedes. 
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holy citizen, of all men most advanced in lore, him 
did Phoebus with us sisters train. And here is my re- 
ward for this; dead in my arms I hold my child and 
mourn for him. Henceforth no other learned man 
I’ll bring to thee. 

Ch, Vainly it seems the Thracian charioteer re- 
viled us with plotting this man’s murder, Hector. 

He, I knew it; it needed no seer to say that he had 
perished by the arts of Odysseus. Now I, when I saw 
the Hellene host camped in my land, of course would 
not hesitate to send heralds to my friends, bidding 
them come and help my country; and so I sent, and 
he as in duty bound came my toils to share. It grieves 
me sorely to see him dead; and now am 1 r^y to 
raise a tomb for him and burn at his pyre great store 
of fine raiment; for he came as a friend and in sorrow 
is he going hence. 

Muse, He shall not descend into earth’s darksome 
soil; so earnest a prayer will I address to the bride of 
the nether world, the daughter of the goddess De- 
meter, giver of increase, to release his soul, and 
debtor, as she is to me, show that she honours the 
friends of Orpheus. Yet from henceforth will he be 
to me as one dead that seeth not the light; for never 
again will he meet me or see his mother’s face, but 
will lurk hidden in a cavern of the land with veins 
of silver, restored to life, no longer man but god, 
even as the prophet of Bacchus did dwell in a grotto 
’neath Pangaeus, a god whom his votaries honoured. 
Lightly now shall I feel the grief of the sea-goddess, 
for her son® too must die. First then for thee we 
sisters must chaunt our dirge, and then for Achilles 
when Thetis mourns some cky. Him shall not Pallas, 
thy slayer, save; so true the shaft Loxias keeps in 
his quiver for him. Ah me! the sorrows that a mother 
feels! the troubles of mortals! whoso fairly reckons 
vou up will live and die a childless man and will 
have no children to bury. the muse disappears, 

Ch, His mother now must see to this her son’s 
burial; but for thee. Hector, if thou wilt carry out 
any scheme, now is the time, for day is dawning. 

He, Go, bid our comrades arm at once; yoke the 
horses; torch in hand ye must await the blast of the 
Etrurian trumpet; for I hope with this day’s mount- 
ing sun to pass beyond their lines and walls and fire 
the ships of the Achaeans, restoring freedom’s light 
once more to Troy. 

Ch, Obedience to our prince! let us array our- 
selves in mail, and go forth and these orders tell to 
our allies, and haply the god who is on our side will 
grant us victory. 

®Achilles. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Nurse of Medea Creon 

Attendant of her children Jason 

Medea ^>3£US 

Chorus of Corinthian Women Messenger 

The Two Sons of Jason and Medea 


Brfore the Palace of Creon at Corinth. Enter nurse. 

Nurse. Ah! would to Heaven the good ship Argo 
ne’er had sped its course to the Colchian land through 
the misty blue Symplegades, nor ever in the glens 
of Pelion the pine been felled to furnish with oars 
the chieftain’s hands, who went to fetch the golden 
fleece for Pelias; for then would my own mistress 
Medea never have sailed to the turrets of lolcos, her 
soul with love for Jason smitten, nor would she have 
beguiled the daughters of Pelias to slay their father 
and come to live here in the land of Corinth with 
her husband and children, where her exile found 
flivour with the citizens to whose land she had come, 
and in all things of her own accord was she at one 
with Jason, the greatest safeguard this when wife 
and husband do agree; but now their love is all 
turned to hate, and tenderest ties are weak. For 
Jason hath betrayed his own children and my mis- 
tress dear for the love of a royal bride, for he hath 
wedded the daughter of Creon, lord of this land. 
While Medea his hapless wife, thus scorned, appeals 
to the oaths he swore, recalls the strong pledge his 
right hand gave, and bids heaven be witness what 
requital she is finding from Jason. And here she lies 
fasting, yielding her body to her grief, wasting away 
in tears ever since she learnt that she was wiongcd 
by her husband, never lifting her eye nor raising her 
face from off the ground ; and she lends as deaf an 
car to her friend’s warning as if she were a rock or 
ocean billow, save when she turns her snow-white 
neck aside and softly to herself bemoans her feiher 
dear, her country and her home, which she gave up 
to come hither with the man who now holds her in 
dishonour. She, poor lady, hath by sad experience 
learnt hov/ good a thing it is never to quit one’s 
native land. And she hates her children now and 
feels no joy at seeing them; I am afeard she may con- 
trive some untoward scheme; for her mood is dan- 
gerous nor will she brook her cruel treatment; full 
well I know her, and I much do dread that she will 
plunge the keen sword through their heart, stealing 
without a word into the chamber where their mar- 
riage couch is spread, or else that she will slay the 
prince and bridegroom too, and so find some calam- 
ity still more grievous than the present; for dreadful 
is her wrath; verily the man that doth incur her 


hate will have no easy task to raise o’er her a song of 
triumph. Lo! where ner sons come hither from their 
childish sports; little they reck of their mother’s 
woes, for the soul of the young is no friend to sor- 
row. \ 

Enter attendant, with the Children. 

Attendant. Why dost thou, so long ihy lady’s own 
handmaid, stand here at the gate aloi^e, loudly la- 
menting to thyself the piteous tale? how comes it 
that Medea will have thee leave her to herself? 

Nu. Old man, attendant on the sons of Jason, our 
master’s fortunes when they go awry make good 
slaves grieve and touch their hearts. Oh! I have 
come to such a pitch of grief that there stole a yearn- 
ing wish upon me to come forth hither and proclaim 
to heaven and earth my mistress’s hard fate. 

At. What! has not the poor lady ceased yet from 
her lamentation ? 

Nu, Would I were as thou art! the mischief is but 
now beginning; it has not reached its climax yet. 

At. O foolish one, if I may call my mistress such a 
name; how little she recks of evils yet more recent! 

Nu. What mean’st, old man ? grudge not to tell 
me. 

At. *Tis naught; I do repent me even of the words 
I have spoken. 

Nu. Nay, by thy beard I conjure thee, hide it not 
from thy fellow-slave; I will be silent, if need be, on 
that text. 

At, I heard one say, pretending not to listen as 1 
approached the place where our greybeards sit play- 
ing draughts near Pirene’s sacred spring, that Creon, 
the ruler of this land, is bent on driving these chil- 
dren and their mother from the boundaries of Cor- 
inth; but 1 know not whether the news is to be relied 
upon, and would fain it were not. 

Nu. What! will Jason brook such treatment of his 
sons, even though he be at variance with their 
mother? 

At. Old ties give way to new; he bears no longer 
any love to this family. 

Nu. Undone, it seems, are we, if to old woes fresh 
ones we add, ere we have drained the former to the 
dregs. 

At. Hold thou thy peace, say not a word of this; 
’tis no time for our mistress to learn hereof. 

Nu, O children, do ye hear how your father feels 
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towards you ? Perdition catch him, but no! he is my 
master still; yet is he proved a very traitor to his 
nearest and dearest. 

At, And who ’mongst men is not? Art learning 
only now, that every single man cares for himself 
more than for his neighbour, some from honest mo- 
tives, others for mere gain’s sake? seeing that to 
indulge his passion their father has ceased to love 
these children. 

Nu, Go, children, within the house; all will be 
well. Do thou keep them as hir away as may be, and 
bring them not near their mother in her evil hour. 
For ere this have I seen her eyeing them savagely, 
as though she were minded to do them some hurt, 
and well I know she will not cease from her fury till 
she have pounced on some victim. At least may she 
turn her hand against her foes, and not against her 
friends. 

Medea {Within), Ah, me! a wretched suffering 
woman I! O would that I could die! 

Nu, ’Tis as I said, my dear children; wild fancies 
stir your mother’s heart, wild fury goads her on. 
Into the house without delay, come not near her eye, 
approach her not, beware her savage mood, the fell 
tempest of her reckless heart. In, in with what speed 
ye may. For ’tis plain she will soon redouble her 
fury; that cry is but the herald of the gathering 
storm-cloud whose lightning soon will flash; what 
will her proud restless soul, in the anguish of despair, 
be guilty of? 

Exit ATTENDANT with the children, 

Med, (Within) Ah, me! the agony I have suffered 
deep enough to call for these laments! Curse you 
and your father too, ye children damned, sons of a 
doomed mother! Ruin seize the whole family! 

Nu. Ah me! ah me! the pity of it! Why, pray, do 
thy children share their father’s crime ? Why hatest 
thou them? Woe is you, poor children, how do I 
grieve for you lest ye suffer some outrage! Strange 
are the tempers of princes, and maybe because they 
seldom have to obey, and mostly lord it over others, 
change they their moods with difficulty. ’Tis better 
then to have been trained to live on equal terms. Be 
it mine to reach old age, not in proud pomp, but in 
security! Moderation wins the day first as a better 
word for men to use, and likewise it is far the best 
course for them to pursue; but greatness that doth 
o’erreach itself, brings no blessing to mortal men; 
but pays a penalty of greater ruin whenever fortune 
is wroth with a family. 

Enter chorus of Corinthian women. 

Chorus, I heard the voice, uplifted loud, of our 
poor Colchian lady, nor yet is she quiet; speak, aged 
dame, for as I stoc^ by the house with double gates 
I heard a voice of weeping from within, and 1 do 

f rieve, lady, for the sorrows of this house, for it 
ath won my love. 

Nu, ’Tis a house no more; all that is passed away 
long since; a royal bride keeps Jason at her side, 
while our mistress pines away in her bower, finding 
no comfort for her soul in aught her friends can say. 
Med. (Within) Oh, oh! Would that Heaven’s levin 


Iwlt would cleave this head in twain! What gain is 
life to me? Woe, woe is me! O, to die and win re- 
lease, quitting this loathed existence! 

Ch, Didst hear, O Zeus, thou earth, and thou, O 
light, the piteous note of woe the hapless wife is 
uttering? How shall a yearning for that insatiate 
resting-place ever hasten for thee, poor reckless one, 
the end that death alone can bring? Never pray for 
that. And if thy lord prefers a fresh love, be not 
angered with him for that; Zeus will judge ’twixt 
thee and him herein. Then mourn not for thy hus- 
band’s loss too much, nor waste thyself away. 

Med. (Within) Great Themis, and husband of The- 
mis, behold what I am suffering now, though I did 
bind that accursed one, my husband, by strong 
oaths to me ? O, to sec him and his bride some day 
brought to utter destruction, they and their house 
with them, for that they presume to wrong me thus 
unprovoked. O my father, my country, that I have 
left to my shame, after slaying my own brother. 

Nu. Do yc hear her words, how loudly she adjures 
Themis, oft invoked, and Zeus, whom men regard 
as keeper of their oaths? On no mere trifle surely 
will our mistress spend her rage. 

Ch. Would that she would come forth for us to 
see, and listen to the words of counsel we might 
give, if haply she might lay aside the fierce fury of 
her wrath, and her temper stern. Never be my zeal 
at any rate denied my friends! But go thou and 
bring her hither outside the house, and tell her this 
our friendly thought; haste thee ere she do some 
mischief to those inside the house, for this sorrow of 
hers is mounting high. 

Nu, This will I do; but I have my doubts whether 
I shall persuade my mistress; still willingly will I 
undertake this trouble for you; albeit, she glares 
upon her servants with the look of a lioness with 
cubs, whenso anyone draws nigh to speak to her. 
Wert thou to call the men of old time rude uncul- 
tured boors thou wouldst not err, seeing that they 
devised their hymns for festive occasions, for ban- 
quets, and to grace the board, a pleasure to catch 
the ear, shed o’er our life, but no man hath found a 
way to allay hated grief by music and the minstrel’s 
varied strain, whence arise slaughters and fell strokes 
of fate to o’erthrow the homes of men. And yet this 
were surely a gain, to heal men’s wounds by music’s 
spell, but why tunc they their idle song where rich 
banquets are spread ? for of itself doth the rich ban- 
quet, set before them, afford to men delight. 

Exit NURSE. 

Ch. I heard a bitter cry of lamentation! loudly, 
bitterly she calls on the traitor of her marriage bed, 
her perfidious spouse; by grievous wrongs oppressed 
she invokes Themis, bride of Zeus, witness of oaths, 
who brought her unto Hellas, the land that fronts 
the strand of Asia, o’er the sea by night through 
ocean’s boundless gate. 

Enter medea. 

Med, From the house I have come forth, Co- 
rinthian ladies, for fear lest you be blaming me; for 
well I know that amongst men many by showing 
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pride have gotten them an iil name and a reputation forth from this land in exile, and with thee take 
for indifrerence, both those who shun men’s gaze both thy children and that without delay, for I am 
and those who move amid the stranger crowd, and judge in this sentence, and 1 will not return unto 
likewise they who choose a quiet walk in life. For my house till I banish thee beyond the borders of 
there is no just discernment in the eyes of men, for the land. 

they, or ever they have surely learnt their neigh' Med, Ah, me! now is utter destruction come upon 
hour’s heart, loathe him at first sight, though never me, unhappy that I am! For my enemies are bearing 
wronged by him; and so a stranger most of all should down on me full sail, nor have I any landing-place 
adopt a city’s views; nor do I commend that citizen, to come at in my trouble. Yet for all my wretched 
who, in the stubbornness of his heart, from churlish- plight 1 will ask thee, Creon, wherefore dost thou 
ness resents the city’s will. drive me from the land ? 

But on me hathhillen this unforeseen disaster, and Cr, I fear thee— no longer need I veil my dread 

sapped my life; ruined I am, and lon^ to resign the ’neath words— lest thou devise against my child 
bron of existence, kind friends, and die. For he who some cureless ill. Many things contribute to this 
was all the world to me, as well thou knowest, hath fear of mine; thou art a witch by nature, expert in 
turned out the veriest villain, my own husband. Of countless sorceries, and thou art chafing for the loss 
all things that have life and sense we women are the of thy husband’s affection. 1 hear, toex so they tell 
most hapless creatures; first must we buy a husband me, that^thou dost threaten the fa then of the bride, 
at an exorbitant price, and o’er ourselves a tyrant her husband, and herself with some miKhief; where- 
set which is an evil worse than the first; and herein fore I will take precautions ere our troubles come. For 
lies the most important issue, whether our choice be ’tis better for me to incur thy hatred now, lady, than 
good or bad. For divorce is discreditable to women, to soften my heart and bitterly repent U hereafter, 
nor can we disown our lords. Next must the wife, Med, Alas! this is not now the first time, but oft 

coming as she does to ways and customs new, since before, O Creon, hath my reputation ipjured me 

she hath not learnt the lesson in her home, have a and caused sore mischief. Wherefore whoso is wise 
diviner’s eye to see how best to treat the partner of in his generation ought never to have his children 
her life. If haply we perform these tasks with thor- taught to be too clever; for besides the reputation 
oughness andf tact, and the husband live with us, they get for idleness, they purchase bitter odium 

without resenting the yoke, our life is a happy one; from the citizens. For if thou shouldst import new 

if not, ’twere best to die. But when a man is vexed learning amongst dullards, thou will be thought a 
with what he finds indoors, he goeth forth and rids useless trifler, void of knowledge; while if thy fame 
his soul of its disgust, betaking him to some friend in the city o’ertops that of the pretenders to cunning 
or comrade of like age; whilst we must needs regard knowledge, thou wilt win their dislike. 1 too myself 
his single self. share in this ill-luck. Some think me clever and hate 

And yet they say we live secure at home, while me, others say I am too reserved, and some the very 
they are at the wars, with their sorry reasoning, for reverse; others find me hard to please and not so 
I would gladly take my stand in battle array three very clever after all. Be that as it may, thou dost 
times o’er, than once give birth. But enough! this fear me lest I bring on thee something to mar thy 
language suits not thee as it does me; thou hast a harmony. Fear me not, Creon, my position scarce 
city here, a frther’s house, some joy in life, and is such that 1 should seek to quarrel with princes, 
friends to share thy thoughts, but I am destitute, Why should I, for how hast thou injured me? Thou 
without a city, and therefore scorned by my hus- hast betrothed thy daughter where thy fancy 
band, a captive 1 from a foreign shore, with no prompted thee. No, ’tis my husband I hate, though I 
mother, brother, or kinsman in whom to find a new doubt not thou hast acted wisely herein. And now 1 
haven of refuge from thb calamity. Wherefore this erudge not thy prosperity; betroth thy child, good 
one boon and only this 1 wish to win from thee— thy luck to thee, but let me abide in this land, for 
silence, if haply 1 can some way or means devise to though I have been wronged I will be still and yidd 
avenge me on my husband for this cruel treatment, to my superiors. 

and on the man who gave to him his daughter, and Or. Thy words are soft to hear, but much 1 dread 
on her who is his wife. For though a woman be tim- lest thou art devising some mischief in thy heart, 

orous enou^ in all else, and as regards courage, a and less than ever do I trust thee now; for a cunning 

coward at the mere sight of sted, yet in the moment woman, and man likewise, is easier to guard against 
she finds her honour wronged, no heart is filled with when quick-tempered than when taciturn. Nay, 
deadlier thoughts than hers. begone at once! speak me no speeches, for this is 

Ch. This wUl I do; for thou wilt be taking a just decreed, nor hast thou any art whereby thou shalt 
vengeance on thy husband, Medea. That tnou abide amongst us, since thou hatest me. 
shouldst mourn dw lot surprises me not. But lol I Med. O, say not so! by thy knees and by thy 

see Creon, king of this land coming hither, to an- daughter newly-wed, 1 do implore! 

nounce some new resolve. Or, Thou wastest words; thou wilt never persuade 

Enter creon. 

€}mon. Hark thee, Medea, 1 bid thee take those Med, What, wilt thou banish me, and to my 

fdlcn looks and angry thoughts against thy husband prayers no pity yield ? 
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Or* 1 will, for I love not thee above my own fom-* 
ily, 

Med* O my country! what fond memories I have 
ofthee in this hour! 

Or* Yea, for I myself love my city best of all 
things save my children. 

Med* Ah me! ah me! to mortal man how dread a 
scourge is love! 

Or* That, I deem, is according to the turn our 
fortunes take. 

Med* O Zeus! let not the author of these my 
troubles escape thee. 

Cf. Begone, thou silly woman, and free me from 
my toil. 

Med* The toil is mine, no lack of it. 

Cr* Soon wilt thou be thrust out forcibly by the 
hand of servants. 

Med, Not that, not that, I do entreat thee, CreonI 

Cr* Thou wilt cause disturbance yet, it seems. 

Med* I will begone; 1 ask thee not this boon to 
grant. 

Cr. Why then this violence? why dost thou not 
depart? 

Med. Suffer me to abide this single day and devise 
some plan for the manner of my exile, and means of 
living for my children, since their father cares not 
to provide his babes therewith. Then pity them; 
thou too hast children of thine own; thou needs 
must have a kindly heart. For my own lot I care 
naught, though I an exile am, but for those babes 
I weep, that they should learn what sorrow means. 

Cr. Mine is a nature anything but harsh; full oft 
by showing pity have I suffered shipwreck; and now 
albeit I clearly see my error, yet shalt thou gain this 
request, lady; but I do forewarn thee, if to-morrow’s 
rising sun shall find thee and thy children within the 
bor(fors of this land, thou diest; my word is spoken 
and it will not lie. So now, if abide thou must, stay 
this one day only, for in it thou canst not do any of 
the fearful deeds I dread. J^it* 

Ck. Ah! poor lady, woe is thee! Alas, for thy sor- 
rows! Whither wilt thou turn? What protection, 
what home or country to save thee from thy troubles 
wilt thou find ? O Medea, in what a hopeless sea of 
misery heaven hath plunged thee! 

Med. On all sides sorrow pens me in. Who shall 
gainsay this? But all is not yet lost! think not so. 
Still are there. troubles in store for the new bride, 
and for her bridegroom no light toil. Dost think I 
would ever have fowned on yonder man, unless to 
gain some end or form some scheme? Nay, 1 would 
not so much as have spoken to him or touched him 
with my hand. But he has in folly so for stepped in 
that, though he might have checked my plot by 
banishing me from the land, he hath allowed me to 
abide this day, in which 1 will lay low in death three 
of my enemies— a fothcr and his daughter and my 
husband too. Now, though I have many ways to 
compass their deaths, I am not sure, friends, which 
l am to try first. Shall I set fire to the bridal man- 
sion, or plunge the whetted sword through their 
hearts, softly stealing into the chamber where their 


couch is spread ? One thing stands in my way. If 1 
am caught making my way into the cbimber, in- 
tent on my design, I shall be put to death and cause 
my foes to mock. Twere best to take the shortest 
way— the way we women are most dulled in— by 
poison to destroy them. Well, well, simpose them 
dead; what city will receive me? What friendly host 
will give me a shelter in his land, a home secure, and 
save my soul alive? None. So 1 will wait yet a little 
while in case some tower of defence rise up for me; 
then will I proceed to this bloody deed in crafty 
silence; but if some unexpected mischance drive me 
forth, 1 will with mine own hand seize the sword, 
e’en though 1 die for it, and slay them, and go forth 
on my bold path of daring. By that dread queen 
whom I revere before all others and have chosen to 
share my task, by Hecate who dwells within my in- 
most chamber, not one of them shall wound my 
heart and rue it not. Bitter and sad will 1 make their 
marriage for them; bitter shall be the wooing of it, 
bitter my exile from the land. Up, then, Medea, 
spare not the secrets of thy art in plotting and de- 
vising; on to the danger. Now comes a struggle 
needing courage. Dost see what thou art suffering? 
’Tis not for thee to be a laughing-stock to the race 
of Sisyphus by reason of this wedding of Jason, 
sprung, as thou art, from a noble sire, and of the 
Sun-god’s race. Thou hast cunning; and, more than 
this, we women, though by nature little apt for vir- 
tuous deeds, are most expert to foshion any mis- 
chief. 

Ch, Back to their source the holy rivers turn their 
tide. Order and the universe are being reversed. 
’Tis men whose counsels are treacherous, whose oath 
by heaven is no longer sure. Rumour shall bring a 
change o’er my life, bringing it into good repute. 
Honour’s dawn is breaking for woman’s sex; no 
more shall the foul tongue of slander fix upon us. 
The songs of the poets of old shall cease to make our 
faithlessness their theme. Pheebus, lord of minstrel- 
sy, hath not implanted in our mind the gift of 
heavenly song, else had 1 sung an answering strain 
to the race of males, for time’s lone chapter affords 
many a theme on their sex as well as ours. With 
mind distraught didst thou thy father’s house desert 
on thy voyage betwixt ocean’s twin rocks, and on a 
foreign strand thou dwellest, thy bed left husband- 
less, poor lady, and thou an exile from the land, dis- 
honoured, persecuted. Gone is the grace that oaths 
once had. Through all the breadth of Hellas honour 
is found no more; to heaven hath it sped away. For 
thee no father’s house is open, woe is thee! to be a 
haven from the troublous storm, while o’er thy 
home is set another queen, the bride that is pre- 
ferred to thee. 

Enter jason. 

Jason. It is not now I first remark, but oft ere this, 
how unruly a pest is a harsh temper. For instance, 
thou, hadst thou but patiently endured the will <ff 
thy superiors, mightest have remained here in this 
land and house, but now for thy idle words wilt 
thou be banished. Thy words are naught to me. Cease 
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not to call Jason basest of men; but for those words am to be cast forth an exile from the land, without 


thou has spoken against our rulers, count it all gain 
that exile is thy only punishment. I ever tried to 
check the outbursts of the angry monarch, and 
would have had thee stay, but thou wouldst not 
forego thy silly rage, always reviling our rulers, and 
so thou wilt be banished. Yet even after all this I 
weary not of my goodwill, but am come with thus 
much forethought, lady, that thou mayst not be 
destitute nor want for aught, w^hen, with thy sons, 
thou art cast out. Many an evil doth exile bring in 
its train with it; for even though thou hatest me, 
never will I harbour hard thoughts of thee. 

Med, Thou craven villain (for that is the only 
name my tongue can find for thee, a foul reproach 
on thy unmanliness) I comest thou to me, thou, most 
hated foe of gods, of me, and of all mankind ? ’Tis no 
proof of courage or hardihood to confront thy friends 
after injuring them, but that worst of all human 
diseases—loss of shame. Yet hast thou done well to 
come; for I shall ease my soul by reviling thee, and 
thou wilt be vexed at my recital. I will begin at the 
very beginning. I saved thy life, as every Hellene 
knows who sailed with thee aboard the good ship 
Argo, when thou wert sent to tame and yoke fire- 
breathing bulls, and to sow the deadly tilth. Yea, 
and I slew the dragon which guarded the golden 
fleece, keeping sleepless watch o’er it with many a 
wreathed coil, and I raised for thee a beacon of 
deliverance. Father and home of my free will I left 
and came with thee to lolcos, ’neath Pelion’s hills, 
for my love was stronger than my prudence. Next I 
caused the death of Pclias by a doom most grievous, 
even by his own children’s hand, beguiling them of 
all their fear. All this have I done for thee, thou 
traitor! and thou hast cast me over, taking to thyself 
another wife, though children have been born to us. 
Hadst thou been childless still, I could have par- 
doned thy desire for this new union. Gone is now 
the trust I put in oaths. I cannot even understand 
whether thou thinkest that the gods of old no longer 
rule, or that fresh decrees are now in vogue amongst 
mankind, for thy conscience must tell thee thou 
hast not kept faith with me. Ah! poor right hand, 
which thou didst often grasp. These knees thou 
didst embrace! All in vain, I suffered a traitor to 
touch me! How short of my hopes I am fallen! But 
come, I will deal with thee as though thou wert my 
friend. Yet what kindness can I expect from one so 
base as thee ? but yet I will do it, for my questioning 
will show thee yet more base. Whither can I turn me 
now? to my father’s house, to my own country, 
which I for thee deserted to come hither? to the 
hapless daughters of Pelias ? A glad welcome, 1 trow, 
would they give me in their home, whose father’s 
death I compassed! My case stands even thus: I am 
become the bitter foe to those of mine own home, 
and those whom I need ne’er have wronged I have 
made mine enemies to pleasure thee. Wherefore to 
reward me for this thou hast made me doubly blest 
in the eyes of many a wife in Hellas; and in thee I 
own a peerless, trusty lord. O woe is me, if indeed I 


one friend; one lone woman with her babes forlorn! 
Yea, a fine reproach to thee in thy bridal hour, that 
thy children and the wife who saved thy life are 
beggars and vagabonds! O Zeus! why hast thou 
granted unto man clear signs to know the sham in 
gold, while on man’s brow no brand is stamped 
whereby to gauge the villain’s heart ? 

Ch. There is a something terrible and past all 
cure, when quarrels arise ’twixt those who are near 
and dear. 

Ja, Needs must I now, it seems, turn orator, and, 
like a good helmsman on a ship with close-reefed 
sails, weather that wearisome tongue of thine. Now, 

I believe, since thou wilt exaggerate thy favours, 
that to Cypris alone of gods or men I owe the safety 
of my ^voyage. Thou hast a subtle wit enough; yet 
were it a hateful thing for me to say tpt the Love- 
god constrained thee by his resistlesslshaft to save 
my life. However, I will not reckon tms too nicely; 
*twas kindly done, however thou didW serve me. 
Yet for my safety hast thou received mdre than ever 
thou gavest, as I will show. First, thou dwellest in 
Hellas, instead of thy barbarian land, and^hast learnt 
what justice means and how to live by law, not by 
the dictates of brute force; and all the Hellenes rec- 
ognize thy cleverness, and thou hast gained a name; 
whereas, if thou hadst dwelt upon the confines of 
the earth, no tongue had mentioned thee. Give me 
no gold within my halls, nor skill to sing a fairer 
strain than ever Orpheus sang, unless therewith my 
fame be spread abroad! So much 1 say to thee about 
my own toils, for ’twas thou didst challenge me to 
this retort. As for the taunts thou urgest against my 
marriage with the princess, I will prove to thee, first, 
that I am prudent herein, next chastened in my love, 
and last a powerful friend to thee and to thy sons; 
only hold thy peace. Since I have here withdrawn 
from lolcos with many a hopeless trouble at my 
back, what happier device could I, an exile, frame 
than marriage with the daughter of the king ? *Tis 
not because I loathe thee for my wife—the thought 
that rankles in thy heart; ’tis not because I am 
smitten with desire for a new bride, nor yet that I 
am eager to vie with others in begetting many chil- 
dren, for those we have are quite enough, and I do 
not complain. Nay, ’tis that we— and this is mast 
important— may dwell in comfort, instead of suf- 
fering want (for well I know that every whilom 
friend avoids the poor), and that I might rear my 
sons as doth befit my house; further, that I might 
be the father of brothers for the children thou hast 
borne, and raise these to the same high rank, uniting 
the family in one— to my lasting bliss. Thou, in- 
deed, hast no need of more children, but me it prof- 
its to help my present family by that which is to be. 
Have I miscarried here? Not even thou wouldest 
say so unless a rival’s charms rankled in thy bosom. 
No, but you women have such strange ideas, that 
you think all is well so long as your married life runs 
smooth; but if some mischance occur to ruffle your 
love, all that was good and lovely erst you reckon 
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as your foes. Yea, men should have begotten chLI> 
dren from some other source, no female race exist- 
ing; thus would no evil ever have fallen on mankind. 

Ch. This speech, O Jason, hast thou with specious 
art arranged ; but yet I think—albeit in saying so I 
betray indiscretion— that thou hast sinned in cast- 
ing over thy wife. 

Med, No doubt I differ from the mass of men on 
many points; for, to my mind, whoso hath skill to 
fence with words in an unjust cause, incurs the 
heaviest penalty; for such an one, confident that he 
can cast a decent veil of words o’er his injustice, 
dares to practise it; and yet he is not so very clever 
after all. So do not thou put forth thy specious pleas 
and clever words to me now, for one word of mine 
will lay thee low. Hadst thou not had a villain’s 
heart, thou shouldst have gained my consent, then 
made this match, instead of hiding it from those 
who loved thee. 

Ja, Thou wouldst have lent me ready aid, no 
doubt, in this proposal, if 1 had told thee of my 
marriage, seeing that not even now canst thou re- 
strain thy soul’s hot fury. 

Med, This was not what restrained thee; but 
thine eye was turned towards old age, and a foreign 
wife began to appear discreditable to thee. 

Ja. Be well assured of this: ’twas not for the 
woman’s sake I wedded the king’s daughter, my 
present wife; but, as I have already told thee, I 
wished to insure thy safety and to be the father of 
royal sons bound by blood to my own children— a 
bulwark to our house. 

Med, May that prosperity, whose end is woe, ne’er 
be mine, nor such wealth as would ever sting my 
heart! 

]a. Change that prayer as 1 will teach thee, and 
thou wilt show more wisdom. Never let happiness 
appear in sorrow’s guise, nor, when thy fortune smiles, 
pretend she frowns! 

Med. Mock on; thou hast a place of refuge; I am 
alone, an exile soon to be. 

Ja. Thy own free choice was this; blame no one else. 

Med. What did I do? Marry, then betray thee? 

Ja. Against the king thou didst invoke an impious 
curse. 

Med. On thy house too maybe I bring the curse. 

Ja. Know this, I will no further dispute this point 
with thee. But, if thou wilt of my fortune some- 
what take for the children or thyself to help thy 
exile, say on; for I am ready to grant it with un- 
grudging hand, yea and to send tokens to my friends 
elsewhere who shall treat thee well. If thou refuse 
this offer, thou wilt do a foolish deed, but if thou 
cease from anger the greater will be thy gain. 

Med. I will have naught to do with friends of 
thine, naught will I receive of thee, offer it not to 
me; a villain’s gifts can bring no blessing. 

Ja. At least 1 call the gods to witness, that I am 
ready in all things to serve thee and thy children, 
but thou dost scorn my favours and thrustest thy 
friends stubbornly away; wherefore thy lot will be 
more bitter still. ^Exit. 
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Med. Away! By love for thy young bride en- 
trapped, too long| thou lingerest outside her cham- 
ber; go wed, for, if God will, thou shalt have such a 
marriage as thou wouldst fain refuse. 

C/i. When in excess and past all limits Love doth 
come, he brings not glory or repute to man; but if 
the Cyprian queen in moderate might approach, no 
goddess is so full of charm as she. Never, O never, 
lady mine, discharge at me from thy golden bow a 
shaft invincible, in passion’s venom dipped. On me 
may chastity, heaven’s fairest gift, look with a fa- 
vouring eye; never may Cypris, goddess dread, fas- 
ten on me a temper to dispute, or restless jealousy, 
smiting my soul with mad desire for unlawful love, 
but may she hallow peaceful married life and shrewd- 
ly decide whom each of us shall wed. O my country, 

0 my own dear home! God grant I may never be an 
outcast from my city, leading that cruel helpless 
life, whose every day is misery. Ere that may 1 this 
life complete and yield to death, ay, death; for there 
is no misery that doth surpass the loss of fatherland. 

1 have seen with mine eyes, nor from the lips of 
others have I the lesson learnt; no city, not one 
friend doth pity thee in this thine awful woe. May 
he perish and hnd no favour, whoso hath not in him 
honour for his friends, freely unlocking his heart to 
them. Never shall he be friend of mine. 

Enter ^geus. 

JEgeus. All hail, Medea! no man knoweth fairer 
prelude to the greeting of friends than this. 

Med. All hail to thee likewise, /Egeus, son of wise 
Pandion. Whence comest thou to this land? 

JEg. From Phoebus’ ancient oracle. 

Med. What took thee on thy travels to the pro- 
phetic centre of the earth? 

/Eg. The wish to ask how 1 might raise up seed 
unto myself. 

Med. Pray tell me, hast thou till now dragged on 
a childless life ? 

/Eg. I have no child owing to the visitation of 
some god. 

Med. Hast thou a wife, or hast thou never known 
the married state? 

Mg. I have a wife joined to me in wedlock’s bond. 

Med. What said Phoebus to thee as to children ? 

Mg. Words too subtle for man to comprehend. 

Med. Surely I may learn the god’s answer? 

Mg. Most assuredly, for it is just thy subtle wit it 
needs. 

Med. What said the god ? speak, if I may hear it. 

Mg. He bade me “not loose the wineskin’s pen- 
dent neck.’’ 

Med. Till when ? what must thou do first, what 
country visit ? 

M.g. Till I to my native home return. 

Med. What object hast thou in sailing to this land ? 

Mg. O’er Troezen’s realm is Pittheus king. 

Med. Pelops’ son, a man devout they say. 

Mg. To him I fain would impart the oracle of the 
god. 

Med. The man is shrewd and versed in such-like 
lore. 
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Aye, and to me the dearest of all my warrior 
friends. 

Med» Good luck to thee! success to all thy wishes! 

But why that downcast eye, that wasted 

cheek? 

Med. O i^geus, my husband has proved a mon- 
ster of iniquity. 

What meanest thou? explain to me clearly 
the cause of thy despondency. 

Med. Jason is wronging me though 1 have given 
him no cause. 

JEg. What hath he done ? tell me more clearly. 

Med. He is taking another wife to succeed me as 
mbtress of his house. 

jEg. Can he have brought himself to such a das- 
tard deed? 

Med, Be assured thereof; I, whom he loved of 
yore, am in dishonour now. 

jEg. Hath he found a new love ? or does he loathe 
thy bed ? 

Med. Much in love is he! A traitor to his friend is 
he become. 

JEg. Enough! if he is a villain as thou sayest. 

Med. The alliance he is so much enamoured of is 
with a princess. 

ASig. Who gives his daughter to him? go on, 1 
pray. 

Med. Creon, who is lord of this land of Corinth. 

A£g. Lady, I can well pardon thy grief. 

Med. I am undone, and more than that, am ban- 
ished from the land. 

j€g. By whom? fresh woe this word of thine un- 
folds. 

Med. Creon drives me forth in exile from Corinth. 

j€g. Doth Jason allow it ? This too I blame him 
for. 

Med. Not in words, but he will not stand out 
apinst it. O, I implore thee by this beard and by 
thy knees, in suppliant posture, pity, O pity my 
sorrows; do not see me cast forth forlorn, but re- 
ceive me in thy country, to a scat within thy halls. 
So may thy wish by heaven’s grace be crowned with 
a full harv^t of offspring, and may thy life close in 
happiness! Thou knowest not the rare good luck 
thou findest here, for I will make thy childlessness 
to cease and cause thee to beget fair issue; so potent 
are the spells 1 know. 

JEg. Lady, on many grounds I am most fain to 
grant thee this thy b^n, first for the gods’ sake, 
next for the children whom thou dc^^t promise I shall 
beget; for in respect of this I am completely lost. 
Tis thus with me; if e’er thou reach my land, I will 
attempt to champion thee as I am bound to do. 
Only one warning I do give thee first, lady; I will 
tmt from this land bear thee away, yet if of thyself 
thou reach my halls, there shalt them bide in safety 
and I will never yield thee up to any man. But from 
this land escape without my aid, for 1 have no wish 
to incur the blame of my allies as well. 

Med. It shall be even so; but wouldst thou pledge 
thy word to this, I should in all be well content with 
thee. 
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Surdy ihou dost trust me? or is there aught 
that troubles thee? 

Med. Thee I trust; but Pelias’ house and Creon 
are my foes. Wherefore, if thou art bound by an 
oath, thou wilt not give me up to them when they 
come to drag me from the land, but, having entered 
into a compact and sworn by heaven as well, thou 
wilt become my friend and disregard their over- 
tures. Weak is any aid of mine, whilst they have 
wealth and a princely house. 

A^. Lady, thy words show much foresight, so if 
this is thy will, I do not refuse. For I shall feel secure 
and safe if 1 have some pretext to offer to thy foes, 
and thy case too the firmer stands. Now name thy 
gods. 

Med. Swear by the plain of Earth, by Helios my 
father’s $ire, and, in one comprehensive oath, by aU 
the race of gods. I 

/Eg. What shall I swear to do, from what refrain? 
tell me that. \ 

Med. Swear that thou wilt never of^ thyself expel 
me from thy land, nor, whilst life is thine, permit 
any other, one of my foes maybe, to hsde me thence 
if so he will. 

/Eg. By earth I swear, by the sun-god’s holy beam 
and by all the host of heaven that I will stand fast 
to the terms 1 hear thee make. 

Med. *Tis enough. If thou shouldst break this 
oath, what curse dost thou invoke upon thyself? 
jEg. Whate’er betides the impious. 

Med. Go in peace; all is well, and 1 with what 
speed I may, will to thy city come, w^en I have 
wrought my purpose ana obtained my wish. 

Exit /EGTLVS. 

Ch. May Maia’s princely son go with thee on thy 
way to bring thee to thy home, and mayest thou 
attain that on which thy soul is set so firmly, for to 
my mind thou seemest a generous man, O ^geus. 

Med. O Zeus, and Justice, child of Zeus, and sun- 
god’s light, now will 1 triumph o’er my foes, kind 
mends; on victory’s road have I set forth; good 
hope have I of wreaking vengeance on those 1 hate. 
For where we were in most distress this stranger 
hath appeared, to be a haven in my counsels; to 
him will we make fast the cables of our ship when 
we come to the town and citadel of Pallas. But now 
will 1 explain to thee my plans in full; do not expect 
to hear a pleasant tale. A servant of mine will I to 
Jason send and crave an interview; then when he 
comes 1 will address him with soft words, say, **this 
pleases me,” and, “that is well,” even the marriage 
with the princess, which my treacherous lord is cd- 
ebrating, and add “it suits us both, *twas well thought 
out”; then will I entreat that here my children may 
abide, not that 1 mean to leave them in a hostile 
land for foes to fiout, but that I may slay the king's 
daughter by guile. For 1 wiU send them with gifts 
in their hands, carrying them unto the bride to save 
them from banishment, a robe of finest woof and a 
chaplet of gold. And if these ornaments she take 
and put them on, miserably shall she die, and like- 
wisc everyonc who touches her; with sudb fell poi- 
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sons will I smear my gifts. And here I quit this 
thane; but I shudder at the deed I must do next; 
for I will slay the children 1 have borne; there is 
none shall take them from my toils; and when 1 
have utterly confounded Jason’s house I will leave 
the land, escapii^ punishment for my dear chil- 
dren’s murder, aner my most unholy deed. For I 
cannot endure the taunts of enemies, kind friends; 
enough! what gain is life to me? I have no country, 
home, or refuge left. O, I did wrong, that hour I 
left my father’s home, persuaded by that Hellene’s 
words, who now shall pay the penalty, so help me 
God. Never shall he see again alive the children I 
bore to him, nor from his new bride shall he beget 
issue, for she must die a hideous death, slain by my 
drugs. Let no one deem me a poor weak woman 
who sits with folded hands, but of another mould, 
dangerous to foes and well-disposed to friends; for 
they win the fairest feme who live their life like me. 

Ch. Since thou hast imparted this design to me, 
I bid thee hold thy hand, both from a wish to serve 
thee and because I would uphold the laws man make. 

Med» It cannot but be so; thy words I pardon 
since thou art not in the same sorry plight that I am. 

Ch, O lady, wilt thou steel thyself to slay thy 
children twain? 

Med, 1 will, for that will stab my husband to the 
heart. 

Ch. It may, but thou wilt be the saddest wife 
alive. 

Med, No matter; wasted is every word that comes 
’twixt now and then. {Enter nurse) Ho! thou, go 
call me Jason hither, for thee I do employ on every 
mission of trust. No word divulge of all my purpose, 
as thou art to thy mistress loyal and likewise of my sex. 

Exeunt meoea and nurse. 

Ch, Sons of Ercchtheus, heroes happy from of 
yore, children of the blessed gods, fed on wisdom’s 
glorious food in a holy land ne’er pillaged by its 
foes, ye who move with sprightly step through a 
climate ever bright and clear, where, as legend tclb, 
the Muses nine, Pieria’s holy maids, were brought 
to birth by Harmonia with the golden hair; and 
poets sing how Cypris drawing water from the streams 
of fair-flowing Cephissus breathes o’er the land a 
gentle breeze of baimy winds, and ever as she crowns 
her tresses with a garland of sweet rose-buds sends 
forth the Loves to sit by wisdom’s side, to take a 
part in every excellence. {Re-enter medea) How then 
shall the city of sacred streams, the land that wel- 
comes those it loves, receive thee, the murderess of 
thy children, thee whose presence with others is a 
pollution? lliink on the murder of thy children, 
consider the bloody deed thou takest on thee. Nay, 
by thy knees we, one and all, implore thee, slay not 
thy babes. Where shall hand or heart find hardihood 
enough in wreaking such a fearsome deed upon thy 
sons? How wilt thou look upon thy babes, and still 
without a tear retain thy bloody purpose? Thou 
canst not, when they fall at thy feet for mercy, steel 
thy heart and dip in Uieir blcm thy hand. 

Ea/er JASON. 


Ja, I am come at thy bidding, for e’en though thy 
hate for me is bitter thou shalt not fail in this small 
boon, but I will hear what new request thou hast to 
make of me, lady. 

Med. Jason, I crave thy pardon for the words I 
spoke, and well thou mayest brook my burst of 
passion, for ere now we twain have shared much 
love. For I have reasoned with my soul and railed 
upon me thus, “Ah! poor heart! why am I thus dis- 
traught, why so angered ’gainst all good advice, 
why have I come to hate the rulers of the land, my 
husband too, who does the best for me he can, in 
wedding with a princess and rearing for my children 
noble brothers ? Shall I not cease to fret ? What pos- 
sesses me, when heaven its best doth offer ? Have I 
not my children to consider ? do I forget that we are 
fugitives, in need of friends?” When I had thought 
all this I saw how foolish I had been, how senselessly 
enraged. So now I do commend thee and think thee 
most wise in forming this connexion for us; but I 
was mad, I who should have shared in these designs, 
helped on thy plans, and lent my aid to bring arout 
the match, only too pleased to wait upon thy bride. 
But what we are, we are, we women, evil I will not 
say; wherefore thou shouldst not sink to our sorry 
level nor with our weapons meet our childishness. 

I yield and do confess that I was wrong then, but 
now have I come to a better mind. Come hither, my 
children, come, leave the house, step forth, and with 
me greet and bid farewell to your father, be recon- 
ciled from all past bitterness unto your friends, as 
now your mother is; for we have made a truce and 
anger is no more. 

Enter the Children, 
Take his right hand; ah me! my sad fate! when I 
reflect, as now, upon the hidden future. O my chil- 
dren, since there awaits you even thus a long, long 
life, stretch forth the hand to take a fond farewell. 
Ah me! how new to tears am 1, how full of fear! For 
now that 1 have at last released me from my quarrel 
with your father, I let the tear-drops stream adown 
my tender cheek. 

Ch. From my eyes too burst forth the copious 
tear; O, may no greater ill than the present e’er 
befaU! 

Ja. Lady, I praise this conduct, not that I blame 
what is past; for it is but natural to the female sex 
to vent their spleen against a husband when he traf- 
ficks in other marriages besides his own. But thy 
heart is changed to wiser schemes and thou art de- 
termined on the better course, late though it be; 
this is acting like a woman of sober sense. And for 
you, my sons, hath your father provided with aU 
good heed a sure refuge, bv God’s grace; for ye, I 
trow, shall with your brothers share hereafter the 
foremost rank in this Corinthian realm. Only grow 
up, for all the rest your sire and whoso of the g^s is 
kind to us is bringing to pass. May I see you reach 
man’s full estate, high o’er the heads of those 1 hate) 
But thou, lady, why with faesh tears dost thou thine 
eyelids wet, turning away thy wan cheek, with no 
welcome for these my happy tidings? 
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Med. Tis naught ; upon these children my thoughts 
were turned. 

Ja. Then take heart; for I will see that it is well 
with them. 

Med. I will do so; nor will I doubt thy word; 
woman is a weak creature, ever given to tears. 

Ja. Why prithee, unhappy one, dost moan o’er 
these children ? 

Med. I gave them birth; and when thou didst 
pray long life for them, pity entered into my soul 
to think that these things must be. But the reason 
of thy coming hither to speak with me is partly 
told, the rest will I now mention. Since it is the 
pleasure of the rulers of the land to banish me, and 
well I know ’twere best for me to stand not in the 
way of thee or of the rulers by dwelling here, enemy 
as I am thought unto their house, forth from this 
land in exile am I going, but these children, that 
they may know thy fostering hand, beg Creon to 
remit their banishment. 

Ja. I doubt whether I can persuade him, yet must 
I attempt it. 

Med. At least do thou bid thy wife ask her sire 
this boon, to remit the exile of the children from 
this land. 

]a. Yea, that will I; and her methinks I shall per- 
suade, since she is a woman like the rest. 

Med. I too will aid thee in this task, for by the 
children’s hand I will send to her gifts that far sur- 
pass in beauty, I well know, aught that now is seen 
’mongst men, a robe of finest tissue and a chaplet of 
chased gold. But one of my attendants must haste 
and bring the ornaments hither. {Maid goes) Hap- 
py shall she be not once alone but ten thousandfold, 
for in thee she wins the noblest soul to share her 
love, and gets these gifts as well which on a day my 
father’s sire, the Sun-god, bestowed on his descend- 
ants. {Maid returns with casket) My children, take 
in your hands these wedding gifts, and bear them as 
an offering to the royal maid, the happy bride; for 
verily the gifts she shall receive are not to be scorned. 

Ja. But why so rashly rob thyself of these gifts? 
Dost think a royal palace wants for robes or gold ? 
Keep them, nor give them to another. For well I 
know that if my lady hold me in esteem, she will 
set my price above all wealth. 

Med. Say not so; ’tis said that gifts tempt even 
gods; and o’er men’s minds gold holds more potent 
sway than countless words. Fortune smiles upon thy 
bride, and heaven now doth swell her triumph ; youth 
is hers and princely power; yet to save my children 
from exile 1 would barter life, not dross alone. Chil- 
dren, when ye are come to the rich palace, pray 
your father’s new bride, my mistress, with suppliant 
voice to save you from exile, offering her these or- 
naments the while; for it is most needful that she 
receive the gifts in her own hand. Now go and linger 
not; may ye succeed and to your mother bring back 
the glad tidings she fain would hear I 

Exeunt jason with children, 

Ck. Gone, ^ne is every hope 1 had that the chil- 
dren yet might live; forth to their doom they now 


proceed. The hapless bride will take, ay, take the 
golden crown that is to be her ruin; with her own 
hand will she lift and place upon her golden locks 
the garniture of death. Its grace and sheen divine 
will tempt her to put on the robe and crown of gold, 
and in that act will she deck herself to be a bride 
amid the dead. Such is the snare whereinto she will 
fall, such is the deadly doom that waits the hapless 
maid, nor shall she from the curse escape. And thou, 
poor wretch, who to thy sorrow art wedding a king’s 
daughter, little tliinkcst of the doom thou art bring- 
ing on thy children’s life, or of the cruel death that 
waits thy bride. 

Woe is thee! how art thou fallen from thy high 
estate! 

Next do I bewail thy sorrows, O mother hapless 
in thy children, thou who wilt slay jthy babes be- 
cause thou hast a rival, the babes thy husband hath 
deserted impiously to join him to another bride. 

Enter attendantW'M children. 

At. Thy children, lady, are from exjlc freed, and 
gladly did the royal bride accept thy* gifts in her 
own hands, and so thy children made their peace 
w’ith her. \ 

Med. Ah! 

At. Why art so disquieted in thy prosperous hour ? 
Why turnest thou thy cheek aw'ay, and hast no wel- 
come for my glad news? 

Med. Ah me! 

At. These groans but ill accord with the news I 
bring. 

Med. Ah me! once more I say. 

At. Have I unwittingly announced some evil tid- 
ings? Have I erred in thinking my news was good? 

Med. Thy news is as it is; I blame thee not. 

At. Then why this downcast eye, these floods of 
tears ? 

Med. Old friend, needs must I weep; for the gods 
and I with fell intent devised these schemes. 

At. Be of good cheer; thou too of a surety shalt 
by thy sons yet be brought home again. 

Med. Ere that shall I bring others to their home, 
ah! w'oc is me! 

At. Thou art not the only mother from thy chil- 
dren reft. Bear patiently thy troubles as a mortal 
must. 

Med. I will obey; go thou within the house and 
make the day’s provision for the children. {Exit at- 
tendant) O my babes, my babes, ye have still a 
city and a home, where far from me and my sad lot 
you will live yuur lives, reft of your mother for 
ever; while I must to another land in banishment, 
or ever I have had my joy of you, or lived to see you 
happy, or ever I have graced your marriage couch, 
your bride, your bridal bower, or lifted high the 
wedding torch. Ah me 1 a victim of my own self- 
will. So it was all in vain I reared you, O my sons; 
in vain did suffer, racked with anguish, enduring 
the cruel pangs of childbirth. ’Fore Heaven I once 
had hope, poor me! high hope of ye that you would 
nurse me in my age and deck my corpse with loving 
hands, a boon we mortals covet; but now is my 
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sweet fancy dead and gone; for I must lose you both 
and in bitterness and sorrow drag through life. And 
ye shall never with fond eyes see your mother more, 
for o’er your life there comes a change. Ah me! ah 
me! why do ye look at me so, my children? why 
smile that last sweet smile? Ah me! what am I to 
do? My heart gives way when I behold my chil- 
dren’s laughing eyes. O, I cannot; farewell to all my 
former schemes; I will take the children from the 
land, the babes I bore. Why should I wound their 
sire by wounding them, and get me a twofold meas- 
ure of sorrow ? No, no, I will not do it. Farewell my 
scheming! And yet what am I coming to? Can I 
consent to let those foes of mine escape from punish- 
ment, and incur their mockery? I must face this 
deed. Out upon my craven heart! to think that I 
should even have let the soft w*ords escape my soul. 
Into the house, children! {Exeunt Children) And who- 
so feels he must not be present at my sacrifice, must 
see to it himself; I will not spoil my handiwork. Ah! 
ah! do not, my heart, O do not do this deed ! Let the 
children go, unhappy one, spare the babes! For if 
they live, they will cheer thee in our exile there.^ 
Nay, by the fiends of hell’s abyss, never, never will 
I hand my children over to their foes to mock and 
flout. Die they must in any case, and since ’tis so, 
why I, the mother who bore them, will give the 
fatal blow. In any case their doom is fixed and there 
is no escape. Already the crown is on her head, the 
robe is round her, and she is dying, the royal bride; 
that do I know full well. But now since I have a 
piteous path to tread, and yet more piteous still the 
path I send my children on, fain would I say fare- 
well to them. {Re-enter Children) O my babes, my 
babes, let your mother kiss your hands. Ah! hands 
I love so well, O lips most dear to me! O noble form 
and features of my children, I wish ye joy, but in 
that other land, for here your father robs you of 
your home. O the sweet embrace, the soft young 
cheek, the fragrant breath! my children! Go, leave 
me; I cannot bear to longer look upon ye; my sor- 
row wins the day. {Exeunt Children) At last I under- 
stand the awful deed 1 am to do; but passion, that 
cause of direst woes to mortal man, hath triumphed 
o’er my sober thoughts. 

Ch, Oft ere now have I pursued subtler themes 
and have faced graver issues than woman’s sex should 
seek to probe; but then e’en we aspire to culture, 
which dwells with us to teach us wisdom; I say not 
all ; for small is the class amongst women— (one maybe 
shalt thou find ’mid many) — that is not incapable 
of culture. And amongst mortals I do assert that 
they who are wholly without experience and have 
never had children far surpass in happiness those 
who are parents. The childless, because they have 
never proved whether children grow up to be a 
blessing or curse to men are removed from all share 
in many troubles; whilst those who have a sweet 
race of children growing up in their houses do wear 
away, as I perceive, their whole life through; first 

^At Athens. 


imth the thought how they may train them up in 
virtue, next how they shall leave their sons the 
means to live; and after all this ’tis far from clear 
whether on good or bad children they bestow their 
toil. But one last crowning woe for every mortal 
man I now will name; suppose that they have found 
suflicient means to live, and seen their children grow 
to man’s estate and walk in virtue’s path, still if 
fortune so befall, comes Death and bears the chil- 
dren’s bodies off to Hades. Can it be any profit to 
the gods to heap upon us mortal men beside our 
other woes this further grief for children lost, a grief 
surpassing all? 

Med, Kind friends, long have I waited expectant- 
ly to know how things would at the palace chance. 
And lo! I see one of Jason’s servants coming hither, 
whose hurried gasps for breath proclaim him the 
bearer of some fresh tidings. Enter messenger. 

Messenger. Fly, fly, Medea! who hast wrought an 
awful dera, transgressing every law; nor leave be- 
hind or sea-borne bark or car that scours the plain. 

Med. Why, what hath chanced that calls for such 
a flight of mine? 

Mes. The princess is dead, a moment gone, and 
Creon too, her sire, slain by those drugs of thine. 

Med. Tidings most fair are thine! Henceforth shalt 
thou be ranked amongst my friends and benefactors. 

Mes, Ha! What? Art sane? Art not distraught, 
lady, who hearest with joy the outrage to our royal 
house done, and art not at the horrid tale afraid ? 

Med. Somewhat have I, too, to say in answer to 
thy words. Be not so hasty, friend, but tell the man- 
ner of their death, for thou wouldst give me double 
joy, if so they perished miserably. 

Mes. When the children twain whom thou didst 
bear came with their father and entered the palace 
of the bride, right glad were we thralls who had 
shared thy griefs, for instantly from car to ear a 
rumour spread that thou and thy lord had made up 
your former quarrel. One kissed thy children’s hands, 
another their golden hair, while I for very joy went 
with them in person to the women’s chambers. Our 
mistress, whom now we do revere in thy room, cast 
a longing glance at Jason, ere she saw thy children 
twain; but then she veiled her eyes and turned her 
blanching cheek away, disgusted at their coming; 
but thy husband tri^ to check his young bride’s 
angry humour with these words. “O, be not angered 
’gainst thy friends; cease from wrath and turn once 
more thy face this way, counting as friends whomso 
thy husband counts, and accept these gifts, and for 
my sake crave thy sire to remit these children’s 
exile.” Soon as she saw the ornaments, no longer she 
held out, but yielded to her lord in all; and ere the 
fiither and his sons were far from the palace gone, 
she took the broidered robe and put it on, and set 
the golden crown about her tresses, arranging her 
hair at her bright mirror, with many a happy smile 
at her breathless counterfeit. Then rising from her 
seat she passed across the chamber, tripping lightly 
on her fair white foot, exulting in the gift, with 
many a glance at her uplifted ankle. When lo! a 


221 



iiTj-nzi EURIPnSES 

scene of awful horror did ensue. In a moment she m and make one luckier than another* but none can 

turned pale* reeled backwards, trembling in every happy be. 'Bxk, 

limb, ai^ sinks upon a seat scarce soon enough to Ck, This day the deity, it seems, will mass on 

save herself from falling to the ground. An aged Jason, as he well deserves, a heavy load of evils. Woe 

dame, one of her company, thinking belike it was a is thee, daughter of CreonI We pity thy sad &te, 

ht from Pan or some god sent, raised a cry of prayer, gone as thou art to Hades* halls as the price of thy 

till from her mouth she saw the foam-flakes issue, marriage with Jason. 

her eyeballs rolling in their sockets, and all the blood MeS. My friends, I am resolved upon the deed; 

her face desert; then did she raise a loud scream far at once wiU 1 sky my children and then leave this 

different from her former cry. Forthwith one hand- land, without dekying long enough to hand them 

maid rushed to her father’s house, another to her over to some more savage hand to butcher. Needs 

new bridegroom to tell his bride’s sad fate, and the must they die in any case; and since they must, I 

whole house echoed with their running to and fro. will sky them—I, the mother that bare them. O 

By this time would a quick walker have made the heart of mine, steel thyself! Why do 1 hesitate to do 

turn in a course of six plethra and reached the goal, the awful deed that must be done? Come, take the 

when she with one awful shriek awoke, poor sufferer, sword, thou wretched hand of mine! Take it, and 

from her speechless trance and oped her closed eyes, advance. to the post whence starts thy life of sorrow! 

for against her a twofold anguish was warring. The Away with cowardice! Give not one thought to thy 

chaplet of gold about her h^ was sending forth a babes, how dear they are or how tkou art their 

wondrous stream of ravening flame, while the fine mother. This one brief day forget thy mildren dear, 
raiment, thy children’s gift, was preying on the hap- and after that kment; for though tl^u wilt sky 

less maiden’s fair white flesh; and she starts from her them yet they were thy darlings still, and 1 am a 

scat in a bkze and seeks to fly, shaking her hair and kdy of sorrows. Exiu 

head this way and that, to cast the crown therefrom, Ch. O earth, O sun whose beam iil\imines all, 
but the gold held firm to its fastenings, and the look, look upon this lost woman, ere she stretch 

flame, as she shook her locks, blazed forth the more forth her murderous hand upon her sons for blood ; 

with double fury. Then to the earth she sinks, by for lo! these arc scions of thy own golden seed, and 

the cruel blow o’ercome, past all recognition now the blood of gods is in danger of being shed by man. 

save to a father’s eye; for her eyes had lost their O light, from Zeus proceeding, stay her, hold her 

tranquil gaze, her face no more its natural look pre- hand, forth from the house ci^se this fell bloody 

served, and from the crown of her head blood and fiend by demons led. Vainly wasted were the throes 

fire in mingled stream ran down; and from her bones thy children cost thee; vainly hast thop born, it 

the flesh kept peeling off beneath the gnawing of seems, sweet babes, O thou who hast left behind 

those secret drugs, e’en as when the pine tree weeps thee that passage through the blue Symplcgades, 

its tears of pitch, a fearsome sight to see. And all thatstrangers justly hate. Ah! hapless one, why doth 

were afraid to touch the corpse, tor we were warned fierce anger thy soul assail ? Why in its place is fell 

by what had chanced. Anon came her hapless father murder growing up ? For grievous unto mortal men 

unto the house, all unwitting of her doom, and stum- are pollutions that come of kindred blood poured 

bles o’er the dead, and loud he cried, and folding on the earth, woes to suit each crime hurled from 

his arms about her kissed her, with words like these heaven on the murderer’s house, 

the while, “O my poor, poor child, which of the istSon {Within) Ah, me; what can I do? Whither 
g^s hath destroyed thee thus foully? Who is rob- fly to escape my mother’s blows? 
bing me of thee, old as 1 am and ripe for death ? O 2 nd Son ( Within) I know not, sweet brother mine; 

my child, alas! would I could die with thee!” He we are undone. 

ceased his sad kment, and would have raised his Ch, Didst hear, didst hear the children’s cry? O 
aged frame, but found himself held fast by the fine- kdy, born to sorrow, victim of an evil fate! Shall 

spun robe as ivy that clings to the branches of the 1 enter the house? For the children’s sake I am re- 
bay, and then ensued a fearful struggle. He strove solved to ward off the murder, 

to rise, but she still held him back; and if ever he ist Son {Within) Yea, by heaven I adjure you; 

pulled with all his might, from ofif his bones his aged help, your aid is needed. 

flesh he tore. At last he gave it up, and breathed 2 nd Son {Witfiin) Even now the toils of the sword 
forth his soul in awful s^ering; for he could no are closing round us. 

longer master the pain. So there they lie, daughter Ch. O hapless mother, surely thou hast a heart of 
and aged sire, dead side by side, a grievous sight stone or steel to sky the oflspring of thy womb by 

that calk for tears. And as for thee, I leave thee out such a murderous doom. Of all the wives of yore 1 

of my consideration, for thyself must discover a know but one who kid her hand ucK)n her children 

means to escape punishment. Not now for the first dear, even Ino» whom the gods did madden in the 

lime I think thu human life a shadow; yea, and day that the wife of Zeus drove her wandering from 

without shrinking I will say that they amongst men her home. But she, poor sufl’erer, flung herself into 

who pretend to wisdom and expend deep mought the sea because of the foul murder of W children, 

im words do incur a serious charge of folly; for leaping o’er the wave-beat cliff, and in her death 

amongst mortak no man k happy ; wealth may pour was sm united to her children twain. Can there be 
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any deed nf liorrctf left to follow this? Woe for nature* But with reproaches heaped a thousandfold 
wooing of women fraught with disaster 1 What sor- I cannot wound thee, so brazen is thy nature. Perisht 
rows hast thou caused for men ere now I vile sorceress, murderess of thy Inibesl Whilst I must 

JASON, mourn my luckless fate, for I shall ne’er enjoy my 
Ja, Ladies, stationed nwr this house, pray tell me new>founa bride, nor shall I have the children, whom 

is the author of these hideous deeds, Medea, still I bred and reared, alive to say the last farewell to 

within, or hath she fled from hence? For she must me; nay, I have lost them, 

hide beneath the earth or soar on wings towards Med, To this thy speech I could have made a long 
heaven’s vault, if she would avoid the vengeance of retort, but Father Zeus knows well all I have done 

the royal house. Is she so sure she will escape herself for thee, and the treatment thou hast given me. Yet 

unpunished from this house, when she hath slain thou wert not ordained to scorn my love and lead 

the rulers of the land? But enough of this! I am a life of joy in mockery of me, nor was thy royal 

forgetting her children. As for her, those whom she bride nor Creon, who gave thee a second wife, to 

ham wronged will do the like by her; but I am come thrust me from this land and rue it not. Wherefore, 

to save the children’s life, lest the victim’s kin visit if thou wilt, call me e’en a lioness, and Scylla, whose 

their wrath on me, in vengeance for the murder home is in the Tyrrhene land; for I in turn have 

foul, wrought by my children’s mother. wrung thy heart, as well I might. 

Ch. Unhappy man, thou knowest not the full ex- Ja, Thou, too, art grieved thyself, and sharest in 
tent of thy misery, else had thou never said those my sorrow. 

words. Med. Be well assured I am; but it relieves my 

Ja. How now? Can she want to kill me too? pain to know thou canst not mock at me. 

CA.Thy sons arc dead; slain by their own mother’s Ja. O my children, how vile a mother ye have 

hand. found! 


Ja. O God! what sayest thou? Woman, thou hast 
scaled my doom. 

Ch. Thy children are no more; be sure of this. 

Ja. Where slew she them; within the palace or 
outside ? 

Ch. Throw wide the doors and sec thy children’s 
murdered corpses. 

Ja. Haste, ye slaves, loose the bolts, undo the 
fastenings, that I may see the sight of twofold woe, 
my murdered sons and her, whose blood in venge- 
ance 1 will shed. 

Medea in mid air^ on a chariot drawn by drag- 
ons', the children's corpses by her. 

Med. Why shake those doors and attempt to loose 
their bolts, in quest of the dead and me their mur- 
deress? From such toil desist. If thou wouldst aught 
with me, say on, if so thou wilt; but never shalt 
thou lay hand on me, so swift the steeds the sun, my 
father’s sire, to me doth give to save me from the 
hand of my foes. 

Ja. Accursed woman! by gods, by me and all man- 
kind abhorred as never woman was, who hadst the 
heart to stab thy babes, thou their mother, leaving 
me undone and childless; this hast thou done and 
still dost gaze upon the sun and earth after this deed 
most impious. Curses on thee! I now perceive what 
then I missed in the day I brought thee, fraujght 
with doom, from thy home in a barbarian land to 
dwell in Hellas, traitress to thy sire and to the land 
that nurtured thee. On me the gods have hurled the 
curse that dogged thy steps, for thou didst slay thy 
brother at his hearth ere thou cam’st aboard our 
fair ship "Argo.” Such was the outset of thy life of 
crime; then didst thou wed with me, and having 
borqc me sons to glut thy passion’s lust, thou now 
hast slain them. Not one amongst the wives of Hellas 
e’er had dared this deed; yet before them all I chose 
thee for my wife, wedding a foe to be my doom, no 
woman, but a lioness fiercer than Tyrrhene Scylla in 


Med. My sons, your father’s feeble lust has been 
your ruin! 

Ja. ’Twas not my hand, at any rate, that slew 
them. 

Med. No, but thy foul treatment of me, and thy 
new marriage. 

Ja. Didst think that marriage cause enough to 
murder them? 

Med. Dost think a woman counts this a trifling 
injury? 

Ja. So she be self-restrained; but in thy eyes all is 
evil. 

Med. Thy sons are dead and gone. That will stab 
thy heart. 

Ja. They live, methinks, to bring a curse upon 
thy head. 

Med. The gods know, whoso of them began this 
troublous coil. 

Ja. Indeed, they know that hateful heart of 
thine. 

Med. Thou art as hateful. I am aweary of thy 
bitter tongue. 

Ja. And I likewise of thine. But parting is easy. 

Med. Say how; what am I to do? for I am fain as 
thou to go. 

Ja. Give up to me those dead, to bury and lament* 

Med. No, never! I will bury them myself, bearing 
them to Hera’s sacred field, who watches o’er the 
Cape, that none of their foes may insult them by 
pulling down their tombs; and in this land of Sisy- 
phus I will ordain hereafter a solemn feast and mys- 
tic rites to atone for this impious murder. Myself 
will now to the land of Erechtheus, to dwell with 
/Egeus, Pandion’s son. But thou, as well thou may- 
est, shalt die a caitiff’s death, thy head crushed ’neath 
a shattered relic of Argo, when thou hast seen the 
bitter ending of my marriage. 

Ja. The curse of our sons* avenging spirit and of 
Justice, that calls for blood, be on tMi 
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Med, What god or power divine hears thee, breaker 
of oaths and every law of hospitality ? 

Ja, Fie upon thee! cursed witch! child 'murderessl 

Med, To thy house! go, bury thy wife. 

Ja, I go, bereft of both my sons. 

Med, Thy grief is yet to come; wait till old age is 
with thee too. 

Ja, O my dear, dear children! 

Med. Dear to their mother, not to thee. 

Ja, And yet thou didst slay them ? 

Med, Yea, to vex thy heart. 

Ja, One last fond kiss, ah me! I fain would on 
their lips imprint. 

Med. Embraces now, and fond farewells for them; 
but then a cold repulse! 

Ja. By heaven 1 do adjure thee, let me touch their 
tender skin. 


1404-1419 

Med, No, no! in vain this word has sped its 
flight. 

Ja. O Zeus, dost hear how I am driven hence; 
dost mark the treatment 1 receive from this she- 
lion, fell murderess of her young? Yet so far as I 
may and can, I raise for them a dirge, and do adjure 
the gods to witness how thou hast skin my sons, and 
wilt not suffer me to embrace or bury their dead 
bodies. Would I had never begotten them to see 
thee slay them after all! 

Ch, Many a fate doth Zeus dispense, high on his 
Olympian throne; oft do the gods bring things to 
pass beyond man’s expectation; that, which we 
thought would be, is not fulfilled, while for the un- 
looked-for god finds out a way; and such hath been 
the issue of this matter. 

JE^eUfU OMNES. 


EURIPIDES 
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1 - 4 ° 

HIPPOLYTUS 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Aphrodite Phaedra 

Hippolytus Theseus 

Attendants of Hippolytus First Messenger 
Chorus of Troezenian Women Second Messenger 
Nurse of Phaedra Artemis 


Before the palace of Pittheus at Troezen. Enter 
aphrodite. 

Aphrodite. Wide o’er man my realm extends, and 
proud the name that I, the goddess Cypris, bear, 
Iwlh in heaven’s courts and ’mongst all those who 
dwell within the limits of the sea^ and the bounds of 
Atlas, beholding the son-god’s light; those tliat re- 
spect my power I advance to honour, but bring to 
ruin all who vaunt themselves at me. For even in the 
race of gods this feeling finds a home, even pleasure 
at the honour men pay them. And the truth of this 
I soon will show; for that son of Theseus, born of the 
Amazon, Hippolytus, whom holy Pittheus taught, 
alone of all the dwellers in this land of Troezen, calls 
me vilest of the deities. Love he scorns, and, as for 
marriage, will none of it; but Artemis, daughter of 
Zeus, sister of Phoebus, he doth honour, counting 
her the chief of goddesses, and ever through the 
greenwood, attendant on his virgin goddess, he clears 
the earth of wild beasts with his fleet hounds, enjoy- 
ing the comradeship of one too high for mortal ken. 
’Tis not this I grudge him, no! why should I? But 
for his sins against me, I will this very day take 
vengeance on Hippolytus; for long ago I cleared the 
ground of many obstacles, so it needs but trifling 
toil. For as he came one day from the home of Pit- 
theus to witness the solemn mystic rites and be ini- 
tiated therein in Pandion’s land,* Phaixlra, his fa- 
ther’s noble wife, caught sight of him, and by my 
designs she found her heart was seized with wild de- 
sire. And ere she came to this Troezenian realm, a 
temple did she rear to Cypris hard by the rock of 
Pallas where it o’erlooks this country, for love of 
the youth in another land; and to win his love in 
days to come she called after his name the temple 
she had founded for the goddess. Now, when The- 
seus left the land of Cecrops, flying the pollution of 
the blood of Pallas’* sons, and with his wife sailed to 
this shore, content to suffer exile for a year, then be- 
gan the wretched wife to pine away in silence, moan- 
ing ’neath love’s cruel scourge, and none of her serv- 
ants knows what ails her. But this passion of hers 

V.e. the Euxine. 

^.e. Attica. 

’Descendants of Pandion, king of Cecropia, slain by 
Theseus to obtain the kingdom. 


must not fail thus. No, I will discover the matter to 
Theseus, and all shall be laid bare. Then will the 
father slay his child, my bitter foe, by curses, for the 
lord Poseidon granted this boon to Theseus; three 
wishes of the god to ask, nor ever ask in vain. So 
Phaedra is to die, an honoured death ’tis true, but 
still to die; for I will not let her suffering outweigh 
the payment of such forfeit by my foes as shall sat- 
isfy my honour. But lol I see the son of Theseus 
coming hither—Hippolytus, fresh from the labours 
of the chase. I will get me hence. At his back follows 
a long train of retainers, in joyous cries of revelry 
uniting and hymns of praise to Artemis, his goddess; 
for little he recks that Death hath oped his gates for 
him, and that this is his last look upon the light. 

Enter hippolytus and attendant, 

Hippolytus. Come follow, friends, singing to Ar- 
temis, daughter of Zeus, throned in the sky, whose 
votaries we are. 

Attendant. Lady goddess, awful queen, daughter 
of 2^us, all hail! hail! child of Latona and of Zeus, 
peerless mid the virgin choir, who hast thy dwelling 
in heaven’s wide mansions at thy noble father’s 
court, in the golden house of Zeus. 

Hi. .All hail! most beauteous Artemis, lovelier far 
than all the daughters of Olympus! For thee, O mis- 
tress mine, I bring this woven wreath, culled from 
a virgin meadow, where nor shepherd dares to herd 
his flock nor ever scythe hath mown, but o’er the 
mead unshorn the bee doth wing its way in spring; 
and with the dew from rivers drawn purity that 
garden tends. Such as know no cunning lore, yet in 
whose nature self-control, made perfect, hath a 
home, these may pluck the flowers, but not the 
wicked world. Accept, I pray, dear mistress, mine 
this chaplet from my holy hand to crown thy locks 
of gold; for I, and none other of mortals, have this 
high guerdon, to be with thee, with thee converse, 
hearing thy voice, though not thy face beholding. 
So be it mine to end my life as 1 began. 

At. My prince ! we ne^s must call upon thegods,our 
lords, so wilt thou listen to a friendly word from me? 

Hi. Why, that will I! else were I proved a fool. 

At. Dost know, then, the way of the world? 

Hu Not I; but wherefore such a question? 

At. It hates reserve which careth not for all men’s 
love. 
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Hi And rigjidy too; reserve in man is ever galling. 

At. But there*s a charm in courteous affability ? 

Hi. The greatest surely; aye, and profit, too, at 
trifling cost. 

At. Dost think the same law holds in heaven as 
wdl? 

Hi. I trow it doth, since all our laws we men from 
heaven draw. 

At. Why, then, dost thou neglect to greet an au- 
gust goddess? 

Hi. Whom speak'st thou of? Keep watch upon 
thy tongue lest it some mischief cause. 

At. Cypris I mean, whose image is stationed o’er 
thy gate. 

Hi. I greet her from afar, preserving still my chas- 
tity. 

At. Yet is she an august goddess, far renowned on 
earth. 

Hi. ’Mongst gods as well as men we have our sev- 
eral preferences. 

At. 1 wish thee luck, and wisdom too, so far as 
thou dost need it. 

Hi. No god, whose worship craves the night, hath 
charms for me. 

At. My son, we should avail us of the gifts that 
gods confer. 

Hi. Go in, my faithful followers, and make ready 
food within the house; a well-filled board hath 
charms after the chase is o’er. Rub down my steeds 
ye must, that when 1 have had my fill I may yoke 
them to the chariot and give them proper exercise. 
As for thy Queen of Love, a long hirewcll to her. 

Exit HIPPOLYTUS. 

At. Meantime 1 with sober mind, for 1 must not 
copy my young master, do offer up my prayer to 
thy image, lady Cypris, in such words as it becomes 
a slave to use. But thou should ’st pardon all, who, 
in youth’s impetuous heat, speak idle words of thee; 
make as though thou hearest not, for gods must 
needs be wiser than the sons of men. Exit. 

Enter cHOUvs of trcezenian women. 

Chorus. A rock there is, where, as they say, the 
ocean dew distils, and from its beetling brow it pours 
a copious stream for pitchers to be dipped therein; 
*twas here I had a friend washing robes of purple in 
the trickling stream, and she was spreading them 
out on the hice of a warm sunny rock; from her I 
had the tidings, first of all, that my mistress was 
wasting on the bed of sickness, pent within her 
house, a thin veil o’ershadowing her head of golden 
hair. And this is the third day 1 hear that she hath 
closed her lovely lips and denied her chaste body all 
sustenance, eager to hide her suffering and reach 
death’s cheerless bourn. Maiden, thou must be pos- 
sessed, by Pan made frantic or by Hecate, or by the 
Coryl^intes dread, and Cybele the mountain mother. 
Or maybe thou hast sinned against Dictynna, hunt- 
ress-queen, and art wasting for thy guilt in sacrifice 
littonered. For she doth range o’er lakes’ expanse 
and past the bounds of earth upon the ocean’s toss- 
billows. Or doth some rival in thy house b^^uile 
thy lord, the captain of Erechtheus’ sons, that hero 


nobly born, to secret amours hid from thee? Or 
hath some mariner sailmg hither from Crete reached 
this port that sailors love, with evil tidings for our 
queen, and she with sorrow for her grievous fate is 
to her bed confined ? Y ea, and oft o’er woman’s way- 
ward nature settles a feeling of miserable perplexity, 
arising from labour-pains or passionate desire. 1, too, 
have felt at times this sharp thrill shoot through me, 
but I would cry to Artcmb, queen of archery, who 
comes from heaven to aid us in our travail, and 
thanks to heaven’s grace she ever comes at my call 
with welcome help. Lookl where the aged nurse is 
bringing her forth from the house before the door, 
while on her brow the cloud of gloom is deepening. 
My soul longs to learn what is her grief, the canker 
that is wasting our queen’s fading chai;ms. 

£»rerPHA£DRia/ld NURSE. 

Nurse. O, the ills of mortal men! I the cruel dis- 
eases they endure! What can I do mr thee? from 
what refrain ? Here is the bright sun-llght, here the 
azure sky; lo! we have brought thee on thy bed of 
sickness without the palace; for all thy talk was of 
coming hither, but soon back to thy chamber wilt 
thou hurry. Disappointment follows fast with thee, 
thou hast no joy in aught for long; the present has 
no power to please; on something absent next thy 
heart is set. Better be sick than tend the sick; the 
first is but a single ill, the last unites mental grief 
with manual toil. Man’s whole life is full of anguish; 
no respite from his woes he finds; but if there is 
aught to love beyond this life, night’s dark pall doth 
wrap it round. And so we show our mad |ove of this 
life because its light is shed on earth, and because 
we know no other, and have naught revealed to us 
of all our earth may hide; and trusting to fables we 
drift at random. 

Phaedra. Lift my body, raise my head! My limbs 
are all unstrung, land friends. O handmaids, lift my 
arms, my shapely arms. The tire on my head is too 
heavy for me to wear; away with it, and let my 
tresses o’er my shoulders fall. 

Nu. Be of good heart, dear child; toss not so 
wildly to and fro. Lie still, be brave, so wilt thou 
find thy sickness easier to bear; suffering for mortals 
is nature’s iron law. 

Ph. Ah! would I could draw a draught of water 
pure from some dew-fed spring, and lay me down 
to rest in the grassy meadow ’neath the poplar’s shade! 

Nu. My child, what wild speech is this ? O say not 
such things in -public, wild whirling words of frenzy 
bred! 

Ph. Away to the mountain take me! to the wood, 
to the pine-trees 1 will go, where hounds pursue the 
prey, hard on the scent of dappled fawns. Ye gods! 
what joy to hark them on, to grasp the barbed dart, 
to poise Thessalian hunting-spears close to my golden 
hair, then let them fly. 

Nu. Why, why, my child, these anxious cares? 
What hast thou to do with the chase ? Why so eager 
for the flowing spring, when hard by these towers 
stands a hill w^ watered, whence thou may’st freely 
draw? 
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Ph. O Artemis, who watchest o’er sca-bcat Lim- 
na^ and the race-course thundering to the horse's 
hoofs, would I were upon thy plains curbing Vene- 
tian steeds! 

Why betray thy frenzy in these wild whirl- 
ing words? Now thou wert for hasting hence to the 
hills away to hunt wild beasts, and now thy yearn- 
ing is to drive the steed over the waveless sands. 
This needs a cunning seer to say what god it is that 
reins thee from the course, distracting thy senses, 
child. 

Ph, Ah me! alas! what have 1 done ? Whither have 
1 strayed, my senses leaving? Mad, mad! stricken 
by some demon's curse! Woe is me! Cover my head 
again, nurse. Shame fills me for the words 1 have 
spoken. Hide me then; from my eyes the tear-drops 
stream, and for very ^ame I turn them away. ’Tis 
painful coming to one's senses again, and madness, 
evil though it be, has this advantage, that one has 
no knowledge of reason's over-throw. 

Nu, There then I cover thee; but when will death 
hide my body in the grave? Many a lesson length of 
days is teaching me. Yea, mortal men should pledge 
themselves to moderate friendships only, not to such 
as reach the very heart's core; affection's tics should 
be light upon them to let them slip or draw them 
tight. For one poor heart to grieve for twain, as I do 
for my mistress, is a burden sore to bear. Men say 
that too engrossing pursuits in life more oft cause 
disappointment than pleasure, and too oft are foes 
to health. Wherefore I do not praise excess so much 
as moderation, and with me wise men will agree. 

Ch, O aged dame, faithful nurse of Pha^ra, our 
queen, we sec her sorry plight; but what it is that 
ails her we cannot discern, so fain would learn of 
thee and hear thy opinion. 

Nu, 1 question her, but am no wiser, for she will 
not answer. 

Ch. Nor tell what source these sorrows have ? 

Nu. The same answer thou must take, for she is 
dumb on every point. 

Ch. How weak and wasted is her body! 

Nu. What marvel? *tis three days now since she 
has tasted food. 

Ch. Is this infatuation, or an attempt to die ? 

Nu. 'Tis death she courts; such fasting aims at 
ending life. 

Ch. A strange story! is her husband satisfied ? 

Nu. She hides from him her sorrow, and vows she 
is not ill. 

Ch. Can he not guess it from her face ? 

Nu, He is not now in his own country. 

Ch. But dost thou insist in thy endeavour to find 
out her complaint, her crazy mind ? 

Nu. I have tried every plan, and all in vain; yet 
not even now will I relax my zeal, that thou too, if 
thou stayest, mayst witness my devotion to my un- 
happy mistress. Come, come, my darling child, let 
us forget, the twain of us, our former words; be thou 
more mild, smoothing t^t sullen brow and chang- 
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ing the current of thy thought, and I, if in aught 
before I failed in humouring thee, will let that be 
and find some better course. If thou art sick with 
ills thou canst not name, there be women here to 
help to set thee right; but if thy trouble can to 
men's cars be divulged, speak, that physicians may 
pronounce on it. Come, then, why so dumb ? Thou 
shouldst not so remain, my child, but scold me if 1 
speak amiss, or, if I give good counsel, yield assent. 
One word, one look this way! Ah me! Friends, we 
waste our toil to no purpose; we arc as far away as 
ever; she would not relent to my arguments then, 
nor is she yielding now. Well, grow more stubborn 
than the sea, yet be assured of this, that if thou diest 
thou art a traitress to thy children, for they will 
ne'er inherit their father's halls, nay, by that knight- 
ly queen the Amazon who bore a son to lord it over 
thine, a bastard born but not a bastard bred, whom 
well thou knowest, e'en Hippolytus. 

Ph. Oh! oh! 

Nu. Ha! doth that touch the quick? 

Ph. Thou hast undone me, nurse; I do adjure by 
the gods, mention that man no more. 

Nu. There now! thou art thyself again, but e’en 
^et refusest to aid thy children and preserve thy 

Ph. My babes I love, but there is another storm 
that buffets me. 

Nu. Daughter, are thy hands from bloodshed 
pure? 

Ph. My hands are pure, but on my soul there 
rests a stain. 

Nu. The issue of some enemy's secret witchery? 

Ph. A friend is my destroyer, one unwilling as 
myself. 

Nu, Hath Theseus wronged thee in any wise? 

Ph. Never may I prove untrue to him! 

Nu. Then what strange mystery is there that 
drives thee on to die ? 

Ph. O, let my sin and me alone! 'tis not 'gainst 
thee I sin. 

Nu. Never willingly! and, if I fail, 'twill rest at 
thy door. 

Ph. How now ? thou uscst force in clinging to my 
hand. 

Nu. Yea, and I will never loose my hold upon thy 
knees. 

Ph. Alas for thee! my sorrows, shouldst thou learn 
them, would recoil on thee. 

Nu, What keener grief for me than failing to win 
thee? 

Ph. 'Twill be death to thee; though to me that 
brings renown. 

Nu. And dost thou then conceal this boon despite 
my prayers? 

Ph. I do, for 'tis out of shame I am planning an 
honourable escape. 

Nu. Tell it, and thine honour the btighter 
shine. 

Ph. Away, 1 do conjure thee; loose my hand. 

Nu. 1 will not, for the boon thou shouldst have 
granted me is denied. 
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Ph. I will grant it out of reverence for thy holy 
suppliant touch. 

Nu, Henceforth I hold my peace; *tis thine to 
speak from now. 

Ph, Ah! hapless mother, ^ what a love was thine! 

Nu. Her love for the bull ? daughter, or what 
meanest thou ? 

Ph. And woe to thee! my sister,* bride of Dio- 
nysus. 

Nu. What ails thee, child ? speaking ill of kith and 
kin. 

Ph. Myself the third to suffer! how am I undone! 

Nu. Thou strik’st me dumb! Where will this his- 
tory end ? 

Ph. That “love” has been our curse from time 
long past. 

Nu. I know no more of what I fain would learn. 

Ph. Ah! would thou couldst say for me what I 
have to tell. 

Nu. I am no prophetess to unriddle secrets. 

Ph. What is it they mean when they talk of peo- 
ple being in “love” ? 

Nu. At once the sweetest and the bitterest thing, 
my child. 

Ph. I shall only find the latter half. 

Nu. Ha! my child, art thou in love? 

Ph. The Amazon’s son, whoever he may be— 

Nu. Mean’st thou Hippolytus? 

Ph. ’Twas thou, not I, that spoke his name, 

Nu. O heavens! what is this, my child ? Thou hast 
ruined me. Outrageous! friends; I will not live and 
bear it; hateful is life, hateful to mine eyes the light. 
This body I resign, will cast it off, and rid me of ex- 
istence by my death. Farewell, my life is o’er. Yea, 
for the chaste have wicked passions, ’gainst their 
will maybe, but still they have, Cypris, it seems, is 
not a goddess after all, but something greater far, 
for she hath been the ruin of my lady and of me and 
our whole family. 

Ch. O, too clearly didst thou hear our queen up- 
lift her voice to tell her startling tale of piteous suf- 
fering. Come death ere I reach thy state of feeling,® 
loved mistress. O horrible! woe, for these miseries! 
woe, for the sorrows on which mortals feed! Thou 
art undone! thou hast disclosed thy sin to heaven’s 
light. What hath each passing day and every hour in 
store for thee? Some strange event will come to pass 
in this house. For it is no longer uncertain where the 
star of thy love is setting, thou hapless daughter of 
Crete. 

Ph. Ladies of Troezen, who dwell here upon the 
frontier edge of Pclops* land, oft ere now in heedless 
mood through the long hours of night have I won- 
dered why man’s life is spoiled ; and it seems to me 
their evil case is not due to any natural fault of judg- 
ment, for there be many dowered with sense, but 
we must view the matter in this light; by teaching 
and experience we learn the right but neglect it in 

ipasiphs, wife of Minos, deceived by Aphrodite into 
a fatal passion for a buU. Cf. Virgil, ^neid vi. 

*Ariadne. 

•Or **be£bre thou accomplish thy purpose.*’ 
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practice, some from sloth, others from preferring 
pleasure of some kind or other to duty. Now life has 
many pleasures, protracted talk, and leisure, that 
seductive evil; likewise there is shame which is of 
two kinds, one a noble quality, the other a curse to 
fiimilics; but if for each its proper time were clearly 
known, these twain could not have had the selfsame 
letters to denote them. So then since I had made up 
my mind on these points, ’twas not likely any drug 
would alter it and make me think the contrary. And 
I will tell thee too the way my judgment went. 
When love wounded me, I bethought me hpw I best 
might bear the smart. So from that day forth I be- 
gan to hide in silence what I suffered. For I put no 
faith in counsellors, who know well to lecture others 
for presumption, yet themselves have countless trou- 
bles ofithbir own. Next I did devise noble endurance 
of these wanton thoughts, striving ny continence 
for victory. And last when I could not succeed in 
mastering love hereby, methought it\best to die; 
and none can gainsay my purpose. For Ifain I would 
my virtue should to all appear, my shaihe have few 
to witness it. I knew my sickly passion nbw; to yield 
to it I saw how infamous; and more, I learnt to know 
so well that I was but a woman, a thing the world 
detests. Curses, hideous curses on that wife, who 
first did shame her marriage-vow for lovers other 
than her lord! ’Twas from noble families this curse 
began to spread among our sex. For when the noble 
countenance disgrace, poor folk of course will think 
that it is right. Those tool hate who make profession 
of purity, though in secret reckless sinners. How can 
these, queen Cypris, ocean’s child, e’er look their 
husbands in the face? do they never feel one guilty 
thrill that their accomplice, night, or the chambers 
of their house w ill find a voice and speak ? This it is 
that calls on me to die, kind friends, that so I may 
ne’er be found to have disgraced my lord, or the 
children I have born; no! may they grow up and 
dwell in glorious .\thens, free to speak and act, heirs 
to such fair fame as a mother can bequeath. For to 
know that father or mother have sinned doth turn 
the stoutest heart to slavishness. This alone, men 
say, can stand the buffets of life’s battle, a just and 
virtuous soul in w'homsoever found. For time un- 
masks the villain sooner or later, holding up to them 
a mirror as to some blooming maid. ’Mongst such 
may I be never seen! 

Ch. Now look! how fair is chastity however viewed 
whose fruit is good repute amongst men. 

Nu. My queen, ’tis true thy tale of woe, but lately 
told, did for the moment strike me with wild alarm, 
but now I do reflect upon my foolishness; second 
thoughts are often best even with men. Thy fate is 
no uncommon one nor past one’s calculations; thou 
art stricken by the passion Cypris sends. Thou art 
in love; what wonder ? so are many more. Wilt thou, 
because thou lov’st, destroy thyself? ’Tis little gain, 
I trow, for those who love or yet may love their 
fellows, if death must be their end; for though the 
Love-Queen’s onset in her might is more than man 
can bear, yet doth she gently visit yielding hearts, 
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and only when she finds a proud unnatural spirit, ne’er hadst sinned; but as it is, hear me; for that is 

doth she take and mock it past belief. Her path is in the next best course; I in my house have charms to 

the sky, and mid the ocean’s surge she rides; from soothe thy love; *twas but now I thought of them; 

her all nature springs; she sows the seeds of love, in- these shall cure thee of thy sickness on no disgrace^l 

spires the warm desire to which we sons of earth all terms, thy mind unhurt, if thou wilt be but brave. 

owe our being. They who have aught to do with But from him thou lovest we must get some token, 

books of ancient scribes, or themselves engage in a word or fragment of his robe, and thereby unite 

studious pursuits, know how Zeus of Semele was en- in one love’s twofold stream. 

amoured, how the bright-eyed goddess of the Dawn PA. Is thy drug a salve or potion ? 

once stole Cephalus to dwell in heaven for the love Nu. I cannot tell; be content, my child, to profit 

she bore him; yet these in heaven abide nor shun by it and ask no questions. 

the gods’ approach, content, I trow, to yield to their PA. I fear me thou wilt prove too wise for me. 

mistortune. Wilt thou refuse to yield? thy sire, it Nu. If thou fear this, confess thyself afraid of all; 

seems, should have begotten thee on special terms or but why thy terror ? 

with different gods for masters, if in these laws thou PA. Lest thou shouldst breathe a word of this to 
wilt not acquiesce. How many, prithee, menof sterling Theseus’ son. 

sense, when they see their wives unfaithful, make as Nu. Peace, my child! I will do all things well; 
though they saw it not ? How many fathers, when only be thou, queen Cypris, ocean’s child, my part- 
their sons have gone astray, assist them in their ner in the work! And for the rest of my purpose, it 

amours? ’lis part of human wisdom to conceal the will be enough for me to tell it to our friends within 

deed of shame. Nor should man aim at excessive re- the house. Exit nurse. 

fincment in his life; for they cannot with exactness CA. O Love, Love, that from the eyes diffuscst 
finish e’en the roof that covers in a house; and how soft desire, bringing on the souls of those, whom 
dost thou, after falling into so deep a pit, think to thou dost camp against, sweet grace, O never in 

escape? Nay, if thou hast more of go^ than bad, evil mood appear to me, nor out- of time and tune 

thou wilt fare exceeding well, thy human nature approach! Nor fire nor meteor hurls a mightier bolt 

considered. O cease, my darling child, from evil than Aphrodite’s shaft shot by the hands of Love, 

thoughts, let wanton pride be gone, for this is naught the child of Zeus. Idly, idly by the streams of Al- 

clse, this w’ish to rival gods in perfectness. Face thy pheus and in the Pythian shrines of Phoebus, Hellas 

love; ’tis heaven’s will thou shouldst. Sick thou art, heaps the slaughtered steers; while Love we worship 

yet turn thy sickness to some happy issue. For there not. Love, the king of men, who holds the key to 

are charms and spells to soothe the soul ; surely some Aphrodite’s sweetest bower— worship not him who, 

cure for thy disease will be found. Men, no doubt, when he comes, lays waste and marks his path to 

might seek it long and late if our women’s minds no mortal hearts by wide-spread woe. There was that 

scheme devise. maiden^ in (Echalia, a girl unwed, that knew no 

CA. Although she gives thee at thy present need wooer yet nor married joys; her did the queen of 

the wiser counsel, Phaedra, yet do I praise thee. Still Love snatch from her home across the sea and gave 

my praise may sound more harsh and jar more cru- unto Alcmena’s son, mid blood and smoke and mur- 

clly on thy ear than her advice. deroiis marriage-hymns, to be to him a frantic fiend 

Ph. *Tis even this, too plausible a tongue, that of hell ; w^oe! woe for his wooing! 

overthrows good governments and homes of men. Ah! holy walls of Thebes, ah! fount of Dirce, ye 

We should not speak to please the ear but point the could testify what course the Love-Queen follows, 

path that leads to noble fame. For with the blazing levin-bolt did she cut short the 

Nu. What means this solemn speech ? No need of fatal marriage of Semele, mother of Zeus-born Bac- 

rounded phrases; but at once must we sound the chus. All things she doth inspire, dread goddess, 

prince, telling him frankly how it is with thee. Had winging her flight hither and thither like a bee. 

not thy life to such a crisis come, or wert thou with PA. Peace, ladies, peace! I am undone, 

self-control endowed, ne’er would I to gratify thy CA. What, Phaedra, is this dread event within thy 

passions have urged thee to this course; but now ’tis house? 

a struggle fierce to save thy life, and therefore less PA. Hush! let me hear what those within arc saying, 

to blame. CA. I am silent; this is surely the prelude to mis- 

PA, Accursed proposal ! peace, woman ! never utter chief, 

those shameful words again ! PA. Great gods! how awful are my sufferings! 

Nu. Shameful, maybe, yet for thee better than CA. What a cry was there! what loud alarm! say 
honour’s code. Better this deed, if it shall save thy what sudden terror, lady, doth thy soul dismay, 

life, than that name thy pride will kill thee to retain. PA. I am undone. Stand here at the door and hear 
PA. I conjure thee, go no further! for thy words the noise arising in the house, 
are plausible but infamous; for though as yet love CA. Thou art already by the bolted door; *tis for 
has not undermined my soul, yet, if in specious thee to note the sounds that issue from within. And 

words thou dress thy foul suggestion, I shall be be- tell me, O tell me what mischief can be on foot, 

guiled into the snare from which I am now escaping. 

Nu. If thou art of this mind, ’twere well thou ^lolc. daughter of Eurytus, king of (Echalia, 
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Ph, Tis the son of the horse-loving Amazon who 
calls, Hippolytus, uttering foul curses on my servant. 

Ch, I hear a noise, but cannot clearly tell which 
way it comes. Ahl 'tis through the door the sound 
reached thee. 

Ph. Yes, yes, he is calling her plainly enough a go- 
between in vice, traitress to her master’s honour. 

Ck, Woe, woe is me! thou art betrayed, dear mis- 
tress! What counsel shall I give thee? thy secret is 
out; thou art utterly undone. 

Ph, Ah me! ah me! 

Ch, Betrayed by friends! 

Ph, She hath ruined me by speaking of my mis- 
fortune; *twas kindly meant, but an ill way to cure 
my malady. 

Ch, O what wilt thou do now in thy cruel di- 
lemma? 

Ph. I only know one way, one cure for these my 
woes, and that is instant death. 

Enter hippolytus and nurse. 

Hi. O mother earth! O sun’s unclouded orb! 
What words, unfit for any lips, have reached my 
ears! 

Nu. Peace, my son, lest some one hear thy outcry. 

Hi, I cannot hear such awful words and hold my 
peace. 

Nu. 1 do implore thee by thy fair right hand. 

Hi, Let go my hand, touch not my robe. 

^ Nu, O by thy knees I pray, destroy me not utterly. 

Hi, Why say this, if, as thou pretendest, thy lips 
are free from blame? 

Nu, My son, this is no story to be noised abroad. 

Hi, A virtuous tale grows fairer told to many. 

Nu. Never dishonour thy oath, thy son. 

Hi. My tongue an oath did take, but not my 
heart. 

Nu. My son, what wilt thou do ? destroy thy 
friends? 

Hi. Friends indeed! the wicked are no friends of 
mine. 

Nu. O pardon me; to err is only human, child. 

Hi. Great Zeus, why didst thou, to man’s sor- 
row, put woman, evil counterfeit, to dwell where 
shines the sun ? If thou wert minded that the human 
race should multiply, it was not from women they 
should have drawn their stock, but in thy temples 
they should have paid gold or iron or ponderous 
bronze and bought a family, each man proportioned 
to his offering, and so in independence dwelt, from 
women free. But now as soon as ever we would bring 
this plague into our home we bring its fortune to 
the ground. 'Tis clear from this how great a curse a 
woman is; the very father, that begot and nurtured 
her, to rid him of the mischief, gives her a dower 
and packs her off; while the husband, who takes the 
noxious weed into his home, fondly decks his sorry 
idol in fine raiment and tricks her out in robes, 
squandering by degrees, unhappy wight! his house’s 
wealdi. For he is in this dilemma; say his marriage 
has brou^t him good connections, he is glad thjm 
to keep me wife he loathes; or, if he gets a good wifi: 
but u^ess relations, he tries to stifle the bad luck 
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with the good. But it is easiest for him who has set- 
tled in his house as wife a mere nobody, incapable 
from simplicity. 1 hate a clever woman; never may 
she set foot in my house who aims at knowing more 
than women need; for in these clever women Cypris 
implants a larger store of villainy, while the artless 
woman is by her shallow wit from levity debarred. 
No servant should ever have had access to a wife, 
but men should put to live with them, beasts, which 
bite, not talk, in which case they could not speak to 
any one nor be answered back by them. But, as it is, 
the wicked in their chambers plot wickedness, and 
their servants carry it abroad. Even thus, vile wretch, 
thou cam’st to make me partner in an outrage on 
my father’s honour; wherefore I must wash that 
stain away in running streams, dashing the water 
intQ,n^y ears. How could 1 commit /so foul a crime 
when by the very mention of it I teel myself pol- 
luted? Be well assured, woman, ’ti only my reli- 
gious scruple saves thee. For had not 1 unawares 
been caught by an oath, ’fore heavej^! 1 would not 
have refrained from telling all unto riy father. But 
now I will from the house away, so long as Theseus 
is abroad, and will maintain strict silent. But, when 
my father comes, I will return and see how thou and 
thy mistress face him, and so shall 1 learn by experi- 
ence the extent of thy audacity. Perdition seize you 
both! (To the audience) I can never satisfy my hate 
for women, no! not even though some say this is 
ever my theme, for of a truth they always are evil. 
So either let some one prove them chaste, or let me 
still trample on them forever. - Exit. 

Ch. O the cruel, unhappy fate of wbmen! What 
arts, what arguments have we, once we have made 
a slip, to loose by craft the tight-drawn knot? 

Ph. I have met my deserts. O earth, O light of 
day! How can I escape the stroke of fate? How my 
pangs conceal, kind friends? What god will appear 
to help me, what mortal to take my part or help me 
in unrighteousness? The present calamity of my life 
admits of no escape. Most hapless I of all my sex! 

Ch. Alas, alas! the deed is done, thy servant’s 
schemes have gone awry, my queen, and all is lost. 

Ph, Accursed woman I traitress to thy friendsi How 
hast thou ruined me! May Zeus, my ancestor, smite 
thee with his fiery bolt and uproot thee from thy 
place. Did I not foresee thy purpose, did I not bid 
thee keep silence on the very matter which is now 
my shame? But thou wouldst not be still; where- 
fore my fair name will not go with me to the tomb. 
But now I must another scheme devise. Yon youth, 
in the keenness of his fury, will tell his father of my 
sin, and the aged Pittheus of my state, and fill the 
world with stories to my shame. Perdition seize thee 
and every meddling fool who by dishonest mbans 
would serve unwilling friends! 

Nu. Mistress, thou may’st condemn the mischief 
I have done, for sorrow’s sting o’ermasters thyjudg- 
ment; yet can I answer thee in face of this, if thou 
wilt hear. *Twas I who nurtured thee; I love thee 
still; but in my search for medicine to cure thy sick- 
ness I found what least I sought. Had 1 but suc- 
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ceededy I had he^ counted wise, for the credit we 
get for wisdom is measured by our success. 

Ph, Is it just, is it any satisfaction to me, that thou 
shouldst wound me first, then bandy words with me? 

Nu. We dwell on this too long; I was not wise, I 
own; but there arc yet ways of escape from the trou- 
blc, my child. 

Ph, Be dumb henceforth; evil was thy first advice 
to me, evil too thy attempted scheme. Begone and 
leave me, look to thyself; I will my own fortunes 
for the best arrange. {Exit nurse) Yc noble daugh- 
ters of Troezen, grant me the only boon I crave; in 
silence bury what yc here have heard. 

Ch, By majestic Artemis, child of Zeus, I swear 1 
will never divulge aught of thy sorrows. 

Ph* Tis well. But I, with all my thought, can but 
one way discover out of this calamity, that so I may 
secure my children's honour, and find myself some 
help as matters stand. For never, never will I bring 
shame upon my Cretan home, nor will I, to save one 
poor life, face Theseus after my disgrace. 

Ch, Art thou bent then on some cureless woe ? 

Ph, On death; the means thereto must I devise 
myself. 

Ch, Hush! 

Ph, Do thou at least advise me well. For this very 
day shall I gladden Cypris, my destroyer, by yield- 
ing up my fife, and shall own myself vanquished by 
cruel love. Yet shall my dying be another's curse, 
that he may learn not to exult at my misfortunes; 
but when he comes to share the self-same plague 
with me, he will take a lesson in wisdom. 

Exit PH/EDRA. 

Ch, O to be nestling ’ncath some pathless cavern, 
there by god’s creating hand to grow into a bird 
amid the winged tribes! Away would I soar to 
Adria’s wave-beat shore and to the waters of Eri- 
danus; where a father’s hapless daughters in their 
grief for Phaethon distil into the glooming flood the 
amber brilliance of their tears. And to the apple- 
bearing strand of those minstrels in the west I then 
would come, where ocean's lord no more to sailors 
grants a passage o’er the deep dark main, finding 
there the heaven’s holy bound, upheld by Atlas, 
where water from ambrosial founts wells up beside 
the couch of Zeus inside his halls, and holy earth, 
the bounteous mother, causes joy to spring in heav- 
enly breasts. O white-winged bark, that o’er the 
booming ocean-wave didst bring my royal mistress 
from her happy home, to crown her queen 'mongst 
sorrow’s brides! Surely evil omens from cither port, 
at least from Crete, were with that ship, what time 
to glorious Athens it sped its way, and the crew 
made fitst its twisted cable-ends upon the beach of 
Munychus, and on the land stept out. Whence comes 
it that her heart is crushed, cruelly afflicted by Aph- 
rodite with unholy love; so she by bitter grirf o’er- 
whelmed will tie a noose within her bridal bower to 
flt it to her fur white neck, too modest for this 
hatelEui lot in life, prizing o’er all her name and fame, 
and striving thus to rid her soul of passion’s sting. 

MESSENGER. 


Messeng^, Help! ho! To the rescue all who near 
the palace stand! She hath hung herself, our queen, 
the wife of Theseus. 

Ch, Woe worth the day! the deed is done; our 
royal mistress is no more, dead she hangs in the 
dangling noose. 

Me, Haste! some one bring a two-edged knife 
wherewith to cut the knot about her neck! 

Semi^Chorus /. Friends, what shall we do? think 
you we should enter the house, and loose the queen 
from the tight-drawn noose? 

Semi-Chorus II, Why should we? Arc there not 
young servants here? To do too much is not a safe 
course in life. 

Me, Lay out the hapless corpse, straighten the 
limbs. This was a bitter way to sit at &>me and 
keep my master’s house! messenger. 

Ch. She is dead, poor lady, so I hear. Already arc 
they laying out the corpse. 

Enter theseus. 

Theseus, Ladies, can yc tell me what the uproar 
in the palace means? There came the sound of serv- 
ants weeping bitterly to mine ear. None of my house- 
hold deign to open wide the gates and give me glad 
welcome as a traveller from prophetic shrines. Hath 
aught befallen old Pittheus? No. Though he be well 
advanced in years, yet should I mourn, were he to 
quit this house. 

Ch, 'Tis not against the old, Theseus, that fate, 
to strike thee, aims this blow; prepare thy sorrow 
for a younger corpse. 

Th, Woe is me! is it a child’s life death robs me of? 

Ch. They live; but, cruellest news of all for thee, 
their mother is no more. 

Th, What! my wife dead? By what cruel mis- 
chance? 

Ch. About her neck she tied the hangman’s knot. 

Th, Had grief so chilled her blood ? or what had 
befallen her? 

Ch, 1 know but this, for 1 am myself but now ar- 
rived at the house to mourn thy sorrows, O Theseus. 

Th, is me! why have I crowned my head 
with woven garlands, when misfortune greets my 
embassage? Unbolt the doors, servants, loose their 
fastenings, that I may see the piteous sight, my wife, 
whose death is death to me. 

The palace opens ^ disclosing the corpse, 

Ch, Woe! woe is thee for thy piteous lot! thou 
hast done thyself a hurt deep enough to overthrow 
this family. Ah! ah! the daring of it! done to death 
by violence and unnatural means, the desperate ef- 
fort of thy own poor hand! Who cast the shadow 
o’er thy life, poor lady ? 

Th, Ah me, my cruel lot! sorrow hath done her 
worst on me. O fortune, how heavily hast thou i^t 
thy foot on me and on my house, by fiendish hands 
inflicting an unexpected stain ? Nay, 'tis complete 
eifacement of my life, making it impossible; for 1 
see, alas! so wide an ocean of grief that 1 can never 
swim to shore again, nor breast the tide of this ca- 
lamity. How sh^ I sp^k of thee, my poor wife, 
what tale of direst suffering tell ? T^u art vanished 
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like a bird from the covert of my hand, taking one 
headlong leap from me to Hades' halls. Alas, and 
woe! this is a bitter, bitter sight! This must be a 
judgment sent by God for the sins of an ancestor, 
which from some far source I am bringing on myself. 

Ch, My prince, *tis not to thee alone such sorrows 
come; thou hast lost a noble wife, but so have many 
others. 

Th. Fain would I go hide me ’neath earth’s black- 
est depth, to dwell in darkness with the dead in mis- 
ery, now that I am reft of thy dear presence! for 
thou hast slain me than thyself e’en more. Who can 
tell me what caused the fatal stroke that reached 
thy heart, dear wife? Will no one tell me w'hat be- 
fell? doth my palace all in vain give shelter to a herd 
of menials? Woe, woe for thee, my wife! sorrows 
past speech, past bearing, I behold within my house; 
myself a ruined man, my home a solitude, my chil- 
dren orphans! 

Ch. Gone and left us hast thou, fondest wife and 
noblest of all w'omen ’neath the sun’s bright eye or 
night’s star-lit radiance. Poor house, what sorrows 
are thy portion now! My eyes arc wet with streams 
of tears to sec thy fate; but the sequel to this tragedy 
has long with terror filled me. 

Th. Ha! what means this letter? clasped in her 
dear hand it hath some strange tale to tell. Hath 
she, poor lady, as a last request, written her bidding 
as to my marriage and her children? Take heart, 
poor ghost; no wife henceforth shall wed thy The- 
seus or invade his house. Ah! how yon seal of my 
dead wife stamped with her golden ring affects my 
sight! Come, I will unfold the sealed packet and 
read her letter’s message to me, 

Ch. Woe unto us! Here is yet another evil in the 
train by heaven sent. Looking to what has happened, 
I should count my lot in life no longer worth one’s 
while to gain. My master’s house, alas! is ruined, 
brought to naught, I say. Spare it, O Heaven, if it 
may be. Hearken to my prayer, for I see, as with 
prophetic eye, an omen boding mischief. 

Th. O horror! woe on woe! and still they come, 
too deep for words, too heavy to bear. Ah me! 

CA. What is it ? speak, if I may share in it. 

Th. This letter loudly tells a hideous tale! where 
can I escape my load of woe? For I am ruined and 
undone, so awful arc the words I find here written 
clear as if she cried them to me; woe is me! 

Ch. Alas! thy words declare themselves the har- 
bingers of woe. 

Th. I can no longer keep the cursed talc within 
the portal of my lips, cruel though its utterance be. 
Ah me! Hippolytus hath dared by brutal force to 
violate my honour, recking naught of Zeus, whose 
awful eye is over all. O father Poseidon, once didst 
thou promise to fulfil three prayers of mine; answer 
one of these and slay my son, let him not escape this 
single day, if the prayers thou gavest me were in- 
dera with issue fraught. 

Ch. O king, 1 do conjure thee, call back that 
prayer; hereafter thou wilt know thy error. Hear, 
I pray. 


Th. Impossible! Moreover I will banish him from 
this land, and by one of two fates shall he be struck 
down; either Poseidon, out of respect to my prayer, 
will cast his dead body into the house of Hades; or 
exiled from this land, a wanderer to some foreign 
shore, shall he eke out a life of misery. 

Ch. Lo! where himself doth come, thy son Hippo- 
lytus, in good time; dismiss thy hurtful rage. King 
Theseus, and bethink thee what is best for thy 
family. 

Enter hippolytus. 

Hi. I heard thy voice, father, and hasted to come 
hither; yet know I not the cause of thy present sor- 
row, but would fain learn of thee. Ha! what is this? 
thy wife a corpse I see; this is passing strange; ’twas 
but now I left her; a moment since she looked upon 
the light. How came she thus? the ^manner of her 
death? this would I learn of thee, father. Art dumb ? 
silence availcth not in trouble; nayi for the heart 
that fain would know all must show its curiosity 
even in sorrow’s hour. Be sure it is noi right, father, 
to hide misfortunes from those who love, ay, more 
than love thee. \ 

Th. O ye sons of men, victims of a thousand idle 
errors, why teach your countless crafts, why scheme 
and seek to find a way for everything, while one 
thing ye know not nor ever yet have made your 
prize, a way to teach them wiilom whose souls are 
void of sense ? 

Hi. A very master in his craft the man, who can 
force fools to be wise! But these ill-timed subtleties 
of thine, father, make me fear thy tongue is running 
riot through trouble. 

Th. Fie upon thee! man needs should have some 
certain test set up to try his friends, some touch- 
stone of their hearts, to know each friend whether 
he be true or false; all men should have two voices, 
one the voice of honesty, expediency’s the other, so 
would honesty confute its knavish opposite, and 
then we could not be deceived. 

Hi. Say, hath some friend been slandering me and 
hath he still thine ear? am I, though guiltless, 
banned? I am amazed indeed; thy random, frantic 
words fill me with wild alarm. 

Th. O the mind of mortal man! to what lengths 
will it proceed ? What limit will its bold assurance 
have ? for if it goes on growing as man’s life advances, 
and each successor outdo the man before him in vil- 
lainy, the gods will have to add another sphere unto 
the world, which shall take in the knaves and vil- 
lains. Behold this man; he, my own son, hath out- 
raged mine honour, his guilt most clearly proved by 
my dead wife. Now', since thou hast dared this loathly 
crime, come, look thy father in the face. Art thou 
the man who dost with gods consort, as one above 
the vi^ar herd? art thou the chaste and sinless 
saint ? Tny boasts will never persuade me to be guilty 
of attributing ignorance to gods. Go then, vaunt 
thyself, and drive thy petty trade in viands formed 
of lifeless food; take Orpheus for thy chief and go 
a-revellmg, with all honour for the vapourings of 
many a written scroll, seeing thou now art caught. 


232 



95S-^oi3 

Let all beware, I say, of such hypocrites! who hunt 
their prey with fine words, and all the while are 
scheming villainy. She is dead ; dost think that this 
will save thee? Why this convicts thee more than 
all, abandoned wretch! What oaths, what pleas can 
outweigh this letter, so that thou shouldst *scape 
thy doom? Thou wilt assert she hated thee, that 
’twixt the bastard and the true-born child nature 
has herself put war; it seems then by thy showing 
she made a sorry bargain with her life, if to gratify 
her hate of thee she lost what most she prized. Tis 
said, no doubt, that frailty finds no place in man but 
is innate in woman; my experience is, young men 
are no more secure than women, whenso the Queen 
of Love excites a youthful breast; although their 
sex comes in to help them. Yet why do I thus bandy 
words with thee, when before me lies the corpse, to 
be the clearest witness? Begone at once, an exile 
from this land, and ne’er set foot again in god-built 
Athens nor in the confines of my dominion. For if I 
am tamely to submit to this treatment from such 
as thee, no more will Sinis,' robber of the Isthmus, 
bear me witness how 1 slew' him, but say my boasts 
are idle, nor will those rocks Scironian, that fringe 
the sea, call me the miscreants’ scourge. 

Ch, I know not how to call happy any child of 
man; for that which was first has turned and now is 
last. 

Hi, Father, thy WTath and the tension of thy 
mind are terrible; yet this charge, specious 
though its arguments appear, becomes a calumny, 
if one lay it bare. Small skill have I in speaking to a 
crowd, but have a readier wit for comrades of mine 
own age and small companies. Yea, and this is as it 
should be; for they, whom the wise despise, are bet- 
ter qualified to speak before a mob. Yet am I con- 
st rained under the present circumstances to break 
silence. And at the outset will I lake the pc3int which 
formed the basis of thy stealthy attack on me, de- 
signed to put me out of court unheard; dost sec yon 
sun, this earth ? These do not contain, for all thou 
dost deny it, chastity surpassing mine. To reverence 
God I count the highest knowledge, and to adopt 
as friends not those who attempt injustice, but such 
as would blush to propose to their companions aught 
disgraceful or pleasure them by shameful services; 
to mock at friends is not my way, father, but I am 
still the same behind their backs as to their face. The 
very crime thou thinkest to catch me in, is just the 
one I am untainted with, for to this day have I kept 
me pure from women. Nor know I aught thereof, 
save what I hear or sec in pictures, for I have no 
wish to look even on these, so pure my virgin soul. 
I grant my claim to chastity may not convince thee; 
w'ell, *tis then for thee to show the way I was cor- 
rupted. Did this woman exceed in beauty all her 
sex? Did I aspire to fill the husband’s place after 
thee and succeed to thy house ? That surely would 
have made me out a fool, a creature void of sense. 
Thou wilt say, “Your chaste man loves to lord it.” 

^Sinis and Sdron were two notorious evil-doers, whom 
Theseus had slain. 
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No, no! say I, sovereignty pleases only those whose 
hearts arc quite corrupt. Now, I would be the first 
and best at all the games in Hellas, but second in 
the state, for ever happy thus with the noblest for 
my friends. For there one may be happy, and the 
absence of danger gives a charm beyond all princely 
joys. One thing I have not said, the rest thou liast. 
Had I a witness to attest my purity, and were I 
pitted ’gainst her still alive, facts would show thee 
on enquiry who the culprit was. Now by Zeus, the 
god of oaths, and by the earth, whereon we stand, 

1 swear to thee I never did lay hand upon thy wife 
nor would have wished to, or have harboured such 
a thought. Slay me, ye gods! rob me of name and 
honour, from home and city cast me forth, a wan- 
dering exile o’er the earth! nor sea nor land receive 
my bones when I am dead, if I am such a miscreant! 

I cannot say if she through fear destroyed herself, 
for more than this am I forbid. With her discretion 
took the place of chastity, while I, though chaste, 
was not discreet in using this virtue. 

Ch, Thy oath by heaven, strong security, suffi- 
ciently refutes the charge. 

Th. A wizard or magician must the fellow be, to 
think he can first flout me, his father, then by cool- 
ness master my resolve. 

Hi. Father, thy part in this doth fill me with 
amaze; wert thou my son and I thy sire, by heaven! 

1 would have slain, not let thee off with banishment, 
hadst thou presumed to violate my honour. 

Th. A just remark! yet shall thou not die by the 
sentence thine own lips pronounce upon thyself; 
for death, that cometh in a moment, is an easy end 
for wretchedness. Nay, thou shall be exiled from 
thy fatherland, and wandering to a foreign shore 
drag out a life of miscrv ; for such are the wages of sin. 

Hi. Oh! what wilt thou do? Wilt thou banish me, 
without so much as waiting for Time’s evidence on 
my case ? 

Th. Ay, beyond the sea, beyond the bounds of 
Atlas, if I could, so deeply do I hate thee. 

Hi. What! banish me untried, without even test- 
ing my oath, the pledge I offer, or the voice of seers? 

Th. This letter here, though it bears no seers’ 
signs, arraigns thy pledges; as for birds that fly o’er 
our heads, a long farewell to them. 

Hi. {Aside) CJrcat gods! why do I not unlock my 
lips, seeing that I am ruined by you, the objects of 
my reverence? No, I will not; I should nowise per- 
suade those w'hom I ought to, and in vain should 
break the oath I swore. 

Th, Fie upon thee! that solemn air of thine is 
more than I can bear. Begone from thy native land 
forthwith! 

Hi. Whither shall I turn? Ah me! whose friendly 
house will take me in, an exile on so grave a charge ? 

Th. Seek one who loves to entertain as guests and 
partners in his crimes corrupters of men’s wives. 

Hi. Ah me! this wounds my heart and brings me 
nigh to tears to think that I should appear so vile, 
and thou believe me so. 

Th. Thy tears and forethought had been more in 
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ieaaoa when thou didst presume to outrage thy hi- 
thcr*s wife. 

HL O house, I would thou couldst speak for me 
and witness if I am so vile! 

Th» Dost fly to speechless witnesses? This deed, 
though it speaketh not, proves thy guilt clearly. 

Hi. Alasl Would 1 could stand and face myself, so 
should I weep to sec the sorrows I endure. 

Th. Ay, *tis thy character to honour thyself far 
more than reverence thy parents, as thou shouldst. 

Hi. Unhappy mother! son of sorrow! Heaven keep 
all friends olmine from bastard birth! 

Th. Ho! servants, drag him hence! You heard my 
proclamation long ago condemning him to exile. 

Hi. Whoso of them doth lay a hand on me shall 
rue it; thyself expel me, if thy spirit move thee, 
from the land. 

Th. 1 will, unless my word thou straight obey; no 
pity for thy exile steals into my heart. Exit theseus. 

Hi. The sentence then, it seems, is passed. Ah, 
misery I How well I know the truth herein, but know 
no way to tell it! O daughter of Latona, dearest 
to me of all deities, partner, comrade in the chase, 
far from glorious Athens must I fly. Farewell, city 
and land of Erechtheus; farewell, Troezen, most 
joyous home wherein to pass the spring of life; *tis 
my last sight of thee, farewell! Come, my comrades 
in this land, young like me, greet me kindly and 
escort me forth, for never will ye behold a purer 
soul, for all my &ther*s doubts. Exit hippolytus. 

Ck. In very deed the thoughts I have about the 
gods, whenso they come into my mind, do much to 
soothe its grief, but though I cherish secret hopes of 
some great guiding will, yet am I at fault when I 
survey the fate and doinp of the sons of men; change 
succeeds to change, and man’s life veers and shin:s 
in endless restlessness. Fortune grant me this, I pray, 
at heaven's hand— a happy lot in life and a soul 
from sorrow free; opinions let me hold not too pre- 
cise nor yet too hollow; but, lightly changing my 
habits to each morrow as it comes, may I thus attain 
a life of bliss! For now no more is my mind free from 
doubts, unlooked-for sights greet my vision; for lo! 

I %e the morning star of Athens, eye of Hellas, 
driven by his father’s fury to another land. Mourn, 
ye sands of my native shores, ye oak-groves on the 
hills, where with his fleet hounds he would hunt the 
quarry to the death, attending on Dictynna, awful 
queen. No more will he mount his car drawn by 
Venetian steeds, filling the course round Limna with 
the prancing of his trained horses. Nevermore in his 
father's house shall he wake the Muse that never 
slept beneath his lute-strings; no hand will crown 
the spots where rests the maiden Latona 'mid the 
boskage deep; nor evermore shall our virgins vie to 
win thy love, now thou art banished; while I with 
tears at thy unhappy fate shall endure a lot all un- 
deserved. Ah! hapless mother, in vain didst thou 
bring forth, it seems. I am angered with the gods; 
out upon them! O ye linked Graces, why arc ye 
sending from his native land this poor youth, a guilti- 
less sunerer, fur from his home ? 


But lol 1 see a servant of Hippolytus hasting with 
troubled looks towards the palace. 

E/Uer 2nd messenger. 

2nd Messenger. Ladies, where may I find Tlicxus, 
king of the country ? pray, tell me if ye know; is he 
within the palace here ? 

Ch. Lo! himself approaches from the palace. 

En/rr THESEUS. 

2nd Me. Theseus, I am the bearer of troublous 
tidings to thee and all citizens who dwell in Athens 
or the bounds of Troezen. 

Th. How now ? hath some strange calamity o'er- 
taken these two neighbouring cities ? 

2nd Me. In one brief word, Hippolytus is dead, 
'Tis true one slender thread still links him to the 
light of life. 

Th. Who slew him ? Did some husband come to 
blows with him, one whose wife, like mine, had suf- 
fered brutal violence ? , 

2nd Me. He 'perished through those steeds that 
drew his chariot, and through the curses thou aidst 
utter, praying to thy sire, the ocean-king, to^lay 
thy son. \ ' 

Th. Ye gods and king Poseidon, thou hast proved 
my parentage by hearkening to my prayer! Say h^w 
he perished; how fell the uplifted hand of Justice to 
smite the villain who dishonoured me ? ' 

2nd Me. Hard by the wave-beat shore were we 
combing out his horses' manes, weeping the while, 
for one had come to say that Hippolytus was harshly 
exiled by thee and nevermore would return to set 
foot in this land. Then came he, telling the same 
doleful tale to us upon the beach, and with him was 
a countless throng of friends who followed after. At 
length he stayed his lamentation and spake: “Whjr 
weakly rave on this wise? My fither’s commands 
must be obeyed. Ho! servants, harness my horses to 
the chariot; this is no longer now city of mine.” 
Thereupon each one of us bestirred himself, and, 
ere a man could say 'twas done, we had the horses 
standing ready at our master's side. Then he caught 
up the reins from the chariot-rail, first fltting his 
feet exactly in the hollows made for them. But first 
with outspread palms he called upon the gods, “O 
Zeus, now strike me dead, if I have sinned, and let 
my father learn how he is wronging me, in death at 
least, if not in life.” Therewith he seized the whip 
and lashed each horse in turn; while we, close by his 
chariot, near the reins, kept up with him along the 
road that leads direct to Argos and Epidaurus. And 
just as we were coming to a desert spot, a strip of 
sand beyond the borders of this country, sloping 
right to the Saronic gulfi^there issued thence a deep 
rumbling sound, as it were an earthquake, a fear- 
some noise, and the horses reared their heads and 
pricked their ears, while we were filled with wild 
alarm to know whence came the sound; when, as we 
gazed toward the wave-beat shore, a wave tremen- 
dous we beheld towering to the sides, so that fi^om 
our view the cliffs of Sciron vanished, for it hid the 
isthmus and the rock of Asclepius; then swelling and 
frothing with a crest of foam, the sea disch^ed it 
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HIPPCaYTUS 

t 0 wanit^ beach where stcKxi^eliarjMSScrfeanand rule than all Btfiw AETsiaa. 

in the moment that it brokct that mighty wail of Artemis, Hearken, I bid thee, noble son of i£|eii$: 
waters, there issued from the wave a monstrous bull, lol *tis I, Latona’s child, that s^k, I, Artemis. Why, 

whose bellowing filled the land with fearsome echoes, Iheseus, to thy sorrow dost thou rejoice at these 

a sight too awfixl as it seemed to us who witnessed tidings, seeing that thou hast slain thy son most im« 

it. A panic seized the horses there and then, but our piously, listening to a char^ not clearly proved, but 

master, to horses* ways quite used, gripped in both fidsely sworn to by thy wife ? though clearly has the 

hands his reins, and tying them to his body pulled curse thaefrom upon thee fallen. Why dost thou 

them backward as the sailor pulls bis oar; but the not for very shame hide beneath the dark places of 

horses gnashed the forged bits between their teeth the earth, or change thy human life and soar on 

and bore him wildly on, regardless of their master’s wings to escape this tribulation ? ’Mongst men of 

guiding hand or rein or jointed car. And oft as he honour thou hast now no share in life. Hearken, 

would take the guiding rein and steer for softer Ibeseus; I will put thy wretched case. Yet will it 

ground, showed that bull in &ont to turn him back naught avail thee, if 1 do, but vex thy heart; still 

again, maddening his team with terror; but if in with this intent I came, to show thy son’s pure heart 

their frantic career they ran towards the rocks, he --that he may die with honour—as well the frenzy 

would draw nigh the chariot-rail, keeping up with and, in a sense, the nobleness of thy wife; for she 

them, until, suddenly dashing the wheel against a was cruelly stung with a passion for thy son by that 

stone, he upset and wrecked die car; then was dire goddess whom all we, that joy in virgin purity, de* 

confusion, axle-boxes and linch-pins springing into test. And though she strove to conquer love by reso- 

the air. While he, poor youth, entangl^ in the reins lution, yet by no fault of hers she fell, thanks to her 

was dragged along, bound by a stubborn knot, his nurse’s strategy, who did reveal her malady unto 

poor head dashed against the rocks, his fiesh all torn, thy son under oath. But he would none of her coun- 

the while he cried out piteously, “Stay, stay, my sels, as indeed was right, nor yet, when thou didst 

horses whom my own hand hath fed at the manger, revile him, would he break the oath he swore, from 

destroy me not utterly. O luckless curse of a father! piety. She meantime, fearful of being found out, 

Will no one come and save me for all my virtue?” wrote a lying letter, destroying by guile thy son. 

Now we, though much wc longed to help, were left but yet persuading thee, 

far behind. At last, I know not how, he broke loose Th, Woe is me! 

from the shapely reins that bound him, a faint breath Ar, Doth my story wound thee, Theseus ? Be still 

of life still in him; but the horses disappeared, and awhile; hear what follows, so wilt thou have more 

that portentous bull, among the rocky ground, I cause to groan. Dost remember those three prayers 

know not where. 1 am but a slave in thy house, ’tis thy father granted thee, fraught with certain issue? 

true, O king, yet will I never believe so monstrous ’Tis one of these thou hast misused, unnatural 

a charge against thy son’s character, no! not though wretch, against thy son, instead of aiming it at an 

the whole race of womankind should hang itself, or enemy. Thy sea-g^ sire, ’tis true, for all his kind 

one should fill with writing every pine-tree tablet intent, hath granted that boon he was compelled, 

grown on Ida, sure as 1 am of his uprightness. by reason of his promise, to grant. But thou alike in 

Ch, Alas! new troubles come to pUgue us, nor is his eyes and in mine hast shewn thy evil heart, in 

there any escape from fiite and necessity. that thou hast forestalled all proof or voice pro- 

Tk, My hatred for him who hath thus suffered phetic, hast made no inquiry, nor taken time for 

made me glad at thy tidings, yet from regard for the consideration, but with undue haste cursed thy son 

gods and him, because he is my son, I feel neither even to the death, 
joy nor sorrow at his sufferings. Th, Perdition seize me I Queen revered ! 

and Me. But say, are we to bring the victim hither, Ar, An awful deed was thine, but still even for 

or how are we to fulfil thy wishes? Bethink thee; this thou mayest obtain pardon; for it was Cypris 

if by me thou wilt be schooled, thou wilt not harshly that would have it so, sating the fitry of ha soul, 

treat thy son in his sad plight. For this is law amongst us gods; none of us will 

Th, Bring him hither, that when I see him face to thw'art his neighbour’s will, but ever we stand aloof, 
face, who hath denied having polluted my wife’s For be well assured, did 1 not fear Zeus, neva would 

honour, 1 may by words and heaven’s visitation 1 have incurred the bitter shame of handing ova to 

convict him. Exit second messenger, death a man of all his kind to me most dear. As for 

Ch, Ah! Cypris, thine the hand that guides the thy sin, first thy ignorance absolves thee from its 

stubborn hearts of gods and men; thine, and that villainy, next thy wife, who is dead, was lavish in 

attendant boy’s, who, with painted plumage gay, ha use of convincing arguments to influence thy 

fluttas round his victims on lightning wing. O’a mind. On thee in chief this storm of woe hath bursty 

the land and booming deep on golden pinion borne yet is it some grief to me as well; for when the right- 

flits the God of Love, maddening the heart and eous die, there is no joy in heaven, albeit we try to 

beguiling the senses of all whom he attacks, sav- destroy the wicked, house and home, 

age whelps on mountains bred, ocean’s monsters, Ch, Lo! where he comes, this hapless youth; his 
aeatures of this sun-warmed earth, and man; fair young flesh and auburn locks most ^me^Uy 
thine, O Cypris, thine alone the sovereign powa to handled. Unhappy house! what twofold sorrow doth 
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o’crtake its halls, through heaven’s ordinance! 

HIPPOLYTUS is carried in. 

Hi* Ah! ah! woe is me! foully undone by an im- 
pious father’s impious imprecation! Undone, un- 
done! woe is me! Through my head shoot fearful 
pains; my brain throbs convulsively. Stop, let me 
rest my worn-out frame. Oh, oh! Accursed steeds, 
that mine own hand did feed, ye have been my 
ruin and my death. O by the gods, good sirs, I 
beseech ye, softly touch my wounded limbs. Who 
stands there at my right side? Lift me tenderly; 
with slow and even step conduct a poor wretch 
cursed by his mistaken sire. Great Zeus, dost thou 
see this ? Me thy reverent worshipper, me who left 
all men behind in purity, plunged thus into yawn- 
ing Hades ’neath the earth, reft of life, in vain the 
toils I have endured through my piety towards man- 
kind. Ah me! ah me! O the thrill of anguish shoot- 
ing through me! Set me down, poor wretch I am; 
come Death to set me free! Kill me, end my suffer- 
ings. O for a sword two-edged to hack my flesh, and 
close this mortal life! Ill- rated curse of my father! 
the crimes of bloody kinsmen,' ancestors of old, now 
pass their boundaries and tarry not, and upon me 
are they come all guiltless as I am; ah! why? Alas, 
abs! what can I say? How from my life get rid of 
this relentless agony? O that the stern Death-god, 
night’s black visitant, would give my sufferings rest! 

Ar, Poor sufferer! cruel the fate that links thee 
to it! Thy noble soul hath been thy ruin. 

Hi. Ah! the fragrance from my goddess wafted! 
Even in my agony I feel thee near and find relief; 
she is here in this very place, my goddess Artemis. 

Ar, She is, poor sufferer! the goddess thou hast 
loved the best. 

Hi. Dost see me, mistress mine ? dost see my pres- 
ent suffering ? 

Ar, I sec thee, but mine eyes no tear may weep. 

Hi. Thou hast none now to lead the hunt or tend 
thy fane. 

Ar. None now; yet e’en in death I love thee still. 

Hi. None to groom thy steeds, or guard thy shrines 

Ar. ’Twas Cypris, mistress of iniquity, devised 
this evil. 

Hi. Ah me! now know I the goddess who de- 
stroyed me. 

Ar. She was jealous of her slighted honour, vexed 
at thy chaste life. 

Hi. Ah! then 1 see her single hand hath struck 
down three of us. 

Ar. Thy sire and thee, and bst thy father’s wife. 

Hi. My sire’s ill-luck as well as mine I mourn. 

Ar. He was deceived by a goddess* design. 

Hi. Woe is thee, my father, in this sad mischancel 

Th. My son, 1 am a ruined man; life has no joys 
forme. 

i/i.For thismistakel mourn thee rather than myself. 

Tk. O that I had died for thee, my son ! 

Hi. Ah! those fatal gifts thy sire Poseidon gave. 

Th. Would God these lips had never uttered that 
player! 

as Tantalus and Pelops, Atreus and Thyestes. 


Hi. Why not ? thou wouldst in any case have sbin 
me in thy fury then. 

Th. Yes; Heaven had perverted my power to think. 
Hi. O that the race of men coma bring a curse 
upon the gods! 

Ar. Enough! for though thou pass to gloom be- 
neath the earth, the wrath of Cypris shall not, at 
her will, fall on thee unrequited, because thou hadst 
a noble righteous soul. For I with mine own hand 
will with these unerring shafts avenge me on an- 
other,® who is her votary, dearest to her of all the 
sons of men. And to thee, poor sufferer, for thy an- 
guish now will I grant high honours in the city of 
Troezen; for thee shall maids unwed before their 
marriage cut off their hair, thy harvest through the 
long roll of lime of countless bitter tears. Yea, and 
for ever shall the virgin choir hymn thy sad mem- 
ory, nor shall Phaedra’s love for thee fall into obli- 
vion and pass away unnoticed. But thou, O son of 
old iEgeus, take thy son in thine arms, draw him 
close to thee, for unwittingly thou slewcst him, and 
men may well commit an error when gods put it in 
their way. And thee Hippolytus, I admonish; hate 
not thy sire, for in this death thou dost but meet 
thy destined kite. And now farewell! *tis not for r^e 
to gaze upon the dead, or pollute my sight with 
death-scenes, and e’en now I see thee nigh that evil 
moment. Exit artemis. 

Hi. Farewell, blest virgin queen! leave me now! 
How easily thou resignest our long friendship! 1 am 
reconciled with my father at thy desire, yea, for 
ever before I would obey thy bidding. Ah me! the 
darkness is settling even now upon my eyes. Take 
me, father, in thy arms, lift me up. 

Th. Woe is me, my son! what art thou doing to 
me thy hapless sire! 

Hi. I am a broken man; yes, I see the gates that 
close upon the dead. 

Th. Canst leave me thus with murder on my soul! 
Hi. No, no; I set thee free from this blood-guilti- 
ness. 

Th. What sayest thou? dost absolve me from 
blood-shed ? 

Hi. Artemis, the archer-queen, is my witness that 
Ido. 

Th. My own dear child, how generous dost thou 
show thyself to thy father! 

Hi. Farewell, dear father! a lone farewell to thee! 
Th. O that holy, noble soul of thine! 

Hi. Pray to have children such as me born in law- 
ful wedlock. 

Th. O leave me not, my son; endure awhile. 

Hi. ’Tis finished, my endurance; I die, father; 
quickly cover my face with a mantle. Dies. 

Th. O glorious Athens, realm of Pallas, what a 
splendid hero ye have lost! Ah me, ah me! How oft 
shall I remember thy evil work, O Cypris!' 

Ch. On all our citizens hath come this universal 
sorrows unforeseen. Now shall the copious tear gush 
forth, for sad new’s about great men takes more than 
usual hold upon the heart. Exeunt omnes. 

®Adonis. 
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ALCESTIS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Apollo 

Death 

Chorus of Old Men 
OF Pherae 
Maid 

Pheres 


Alcestis 

Attendant 

Admetus 

Eumelus 

Heracles 


Before Admetus* palace in Pherx. Enter apollo. 

Apollo. Halls of Admetus, wherein I steeled my 
heart to be content with a servant’s board, god 
though I was. Zeus was to blame; he slew my son 
Asclepius, piercing his bosom with a thunderbolt; 
whereat I was enraged and smote his Cyclopes, forg- 
ers of the heavenly fire; so my sire in recompense for 
this forced me to become a slave in a mortal’s home. 
Then came I to this land and kept a stranger’s flocks, 
and to this day have been the saviour of this house. 
For in Pheres’ son I found a man as holy as myself, 
and him I saved from death by cheating Destiny, 
for they promised me, those goddesses of fate, that 
Admetus should escape the impending doom, if he 
found a substitute for the powers below. So he went 
through all his list of friends, made trial of each, his 
father and the aged mother that bare him, but none 
he found save his wife alone that was willing to die 
for him and forego the light of life; she now within 
the house is upheld in his arms, gasping out her life; 
for to-day is she doomed to die and jxiss from life to 
death. {Enter death) But I, for fear pollution over- 
take me in the house, am leaving the shelter of this 
roof I love so well, for already I see Death hard by, 
the priest of souls departed, who is on his way to 
lead her to the halls of Hades; true to time he 
comes, watching this day that calls her to her doom. 

Death. Ha! What dost thou at this house? why is 
it thou art ranging here, Phoebus? Once again thou 
wrongest me, circumscribing and limiting the hon- 
ours of the nether world. Wert thou not content to 
hinder the death of Admetus, by thy knavish cun- 
ning baulking Destiny? but now again hast thou 
armed thee with thy bow and art keeping guard 
o’er her, this daughter of Pelias, who undertook, of 
her free will, to die for her lord and set him free. 

Ap. Never fear; I have, be sure, justice and fair 
pleas to urge. 

De. What has that bow to do, if thou hast justice 
on thy side? 

Ap, Tis my habit ever to carry it. 

De. Ay, and to help this house more than is right. 

Ap. The reason is, I cannot bear a friend’s dis- 
tress. 

De. Wilt rob me of this second corpse likewise? 


Ap. Come! I did not take the other from thee by 
violence. 

De. Then how is it he lives above the earth and 
not beneath? 

Ap. He gave his wife instead, her whom now thou 
art come to fetch. 

De. Yea, and 1 will bear her hence to the nether 
world. 

Ap. Take her and go, for I do not suppose I can 
persuade thee. 

De. To slay my rightful victim ? Why, that is my 
appointed task. 

Ap. Nay, but to lay thy deadly hand on those 
who soon would die. 

De. I see thy drift, thy eager plea. 

Ap. Is it then possible that Alcestis should attain 
old age? 

De. It is not possible; I too, methinks, find a 
pleasure in my rights. 

Ap. Thou canst not anyhow take more than one 
life. 

De. When young lives die I reap a higher honour. 

Ap. Should she die old, a sumptuous funeral will 
she have. 

De. Phoebus, the law thou layest down is all in 
favour of the rich. 

Ap. What mean’st thou ? art so wise, and I never 
knew it? 

De. Those who have wealth would buy the chance 
of their dying old, 

Ap. It seems then thou wilt not grant me this 
favour. 

De. Not I; my customs well thou knowest. 

Ap. That I do, customs men detest and gods abhor. 

De. Thou canst not realise every lawless wish. 

Ap. Mark me, thou shalt have a check for all thy 
excessive fierceness; such a hero shall there come to 
Pheres* halls, by Eurystheus sent to fetch a team of 
steeds from the wintry world of Thrace; he, a guest 
awhile in these halls of Admetus, will wrest this 
woman from thee by sheer force. So wilt thou get 
no thanks from me but yet wilt do this all the same, 
and earn my hatred too. Exit. 

De. Thou wilt not gain thy purpose any the more 
for all thy many words; that woman shall to Hades* 
halls go down, I tell thee. Lo! I am going for her» 
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that with the sword I may beein my rites, for he or haply is no more. 

whose hair this sword doth haUow is sacred to the Maid, Alive, yet dead thou may^st call her. 

gods below. Exit, Ch, Why, how can the same person be alive, yet 

Enter chorus, dead ? 

SemuChorus /. What means this silence in front of Ma. She is sinking even now, and at her last gasp, 

the palace? why is the house of Admetus stricken Ch, My poor master 1 how sad thy lot to lose so 

dumb? good a wife! 

SemuChorus 11, Not one friend near to say if we Ma, He did not know his loss, until the blow fell 
must mourn our queen as dead, or if she liveth yet on him. 

and sees the sun, Alcestis, daughter of Pelias, by me Ch, Is there then no more a hope of saving her? 

and all esteemed the best of wives to her husband. Ma, None; the fated day comes on so fast. 

Semi-Ch, I, Doth any of you hear a groan, or sound Ch, Are then the fitting rites already taking place 

of hands that smite together, or the voice of lamcn- o’er her body ? 

tation, telling all is over and done? Yet is there no Ma, Death’s garniture is ready, wherewith her 
servant stationed about the gate, no, not one. O lord will bury her. 

come, thou saving god, to smooth the swelling waves Ch, Well let her know, though die she must, her 
of woe I fame ranks far above any other wife’s beneath the 

Semi-Ch, II, Surely, were she dead, they would sun. 
not be so still. Ma, Far abovel of course it does; who will gain> 

Semi-Ch, L Maybe her corpse is not yet from the say it? What m'ust the woman be who hath sur- 

house borne forth. passed her? For how could any wife have shown a 

SemyCh, II, Whence that inference? I am not so clearer regard for her lord than by offering tn his 

sanguine. What gives thee confidence ? stead to die ? Thus much the whole city knowsVight 

SemuCh, I, How could Admetus let his noble wife well; but thou shalt hear with wonder what she did 

go unattended to the grave? within the house. For when she knew the ^talday 

Semi‘Ch, II. Before the gates I see no lustral water was come, she washed her fair white skin with water 

from the spring, as custom doth ordain should be from the stream, then from her cedar chests drew 

at the gates of the dead, no shorn lock lies on the forth vesture and ornaments and robed herself be- 

threshold, which, as thou knowest, falls in mourn- comingly; next, standing before the altar-hearth, 

ing for the dead, no choir of maidens smites its she prayed, “Mistress mine, behold! I pass beneath 

youthful palms tc^ether. the earth; to thee in suppliant wise will I my latest 

Sem-Ch, I, And yet this is the appointed day. prayer address; be mother to my orphans, and to 

Semi-Ch, II, What meanest thou by this ? my boy unite a loving bride, to my daughter a noble 

Semi-Ch. /. The day appointed for the journey to husband. Let them not die, as I, their mother, per- 

the world below. ish now, untimely in their youth, but let them live 

Semi^Ch, II, Thou hast touched me to the heart, their glad lives out, happy in their native land.” To 

e’en to the soul. every altar in Admetus* halls she went and crowned 

^ Ch, Whoso from his youth up has been accounted them and prayed, plucking from myrtle boughs their 

virtuous, needs must weep to see the good suddenly foliage, with never a tear or groan, nor did her com- 

cut off. ’Tis done; no single spot in all the world ing trouble change the colour of her comely face, 

rem^s whither one might steer a course, either to Anon into her bridal bower she burst, and then her 

Lycia^ or to the parched abodes* of Ammon to re- tears brake forth and thus she cried, “O couch, 

lease the hapless lady’s soul; on comes death with whereon I loosed my maiden state for the man in 

step abrupt, nor know I to whom I should go of all whose cause I die, farewell! no hate I feel for thee; 

who at the gods’ altars offer sacrifice. Only the son for me alone hast thou undone, dying as I die from 

of Phoebus,* if he yet saw this light of day — Ah! fear of betraying thee and my lord. Some other wife 

then might she have left the dark abode and gates will make thee hers, more blest maybe than me, but 
of Hades and have come apin, for he would raise not more chaste.” And she fell upon her knees and 

the dead to life, till that the thunderbolt’s forked kissed it, till with her gushing tears the whole b^ 

fiame, hurled by Zeus, smote him. But now what was wet. At last, when she had had her fill of weep- 

further hope of life can I welcome to me ? Our lords ing, she tore herself from the bed and hurried head- 

have ere this done all they could; on every altar long forth, and oft as she was leaving the chamber 

streams the blood of abundant sacrifice; yet our turned she back and cast herself once more upon 

sorrows find no cure. the couch; while her children were weeping as they 

Enter lAAin, clung to their mother’s robes; but she took them 

Lo! from the house cometh a handmaid weeping; each in turn in her arms and kissed them fondly, as 

what shall I be told hath chanced ? Grief may well a dying mother might. And all the servants in the 

be pardoned, if aught happeneth to one’s master; house fell a-crying in sorrow for their mistress; but 

yet I fiiin would learn whether our lady still is living she held out her hand to each, nor was there one so 

^To a shrine of Apollo. mean but she gave him a word and took his answer 

nhe temple of Zius Ammon in the deserts of Libya, back. Such are the sorrows in the b^11« of Admetus. 

*Asdepius. Dying he had died once for all, but by avoiding 
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death he hath a legacy of grief that he will ne'er 
forget* 

Ch. Doubtless Admetus sorrows in this calamity, 
if he must lose so good a wife. 

Ma, Ah yes! he weeps, holding in his arms his 
darling wife, and prays her not to leave him, im- 
possible request! tor she is worn and wasted with 
illness, and lies exhausted, a sad burden in his arms. 
Still, though her breath comes short and scant, she 
earns to gaze yet on the sunshine, for nevermore, 
ut now the last and latest time her eye shall see his 
radiant orb. But I will go, thy presence to announce, 
for *tis not all who have the goodwill to stand by 
their masters with kindly hearts in adversity. But 
thou of old hast been my master's friend. Exit, 

Ch, O Zeus, what way out of these sorrows can 
be found ? how can we loose the bonds of fate that 
bind our lord ? 

Comes some one forth ? Am I at once to cut my 
hair, and cast the sable robe about me? 

Too plainly, ay too plainly, friends; still let us to 
heaven pray; for the gods* power is very great. 

O king Paean, devise for Admetus some means of 
escape from his sorrows. 

Yes, yes, contrive it; for thou in days gone by 
didst find salvation for him, so now be thou a sav- 
iour from the toils of death and stay bloodthirsty 
Hades. 

Woe! woe! alas! Thou son of Pheres, woe! Ah, thy 
fate in losing thy wife! 

Is not this enough to make thee slay thyself, ah! 
more than cause enough to tie the noose aloft and 
fit it to the neck ? 

Yea, for to-day wilt thou witness the death of her 
that was not merely dear, but dearest of the dear. 

Look, look! she cometh even now, her husband 
with her, from the house. 

Cry aloud and wail, O land of Pherse, wail for the 
best of women, as with sickness worn she passes 
'neath the earth to Hades, lord below. 

Never, never will I say that marriage brings more 
joy than grief, as 1 conjecture by the past and wit- 
ness these misfortunes of our king, for he when 
widowed of this noble wife will for the future lead 
a life that is no life at all. 

Enter alcestis, admetus, and children. 

Alcestis, O sun-god, lamp of day! O scudding 
clouds that dance along the sky! 

Admetus, He sees us both with anguish bowed, 
albeit guiltless of any crime against the gods, for the 
which thy death is due. 

Al, O earth, O sheltering roof, and ye my maiden 
chambers in my native land lolcos! 

Ad, Lift thyself, unhappy wife, forsake me not; 
entreat the mighty gods to pity us. 

Al, 1 see the two-oared skiff, I see it; and Charon, 
death's ferryman, his hand upon the boatman's pole, 
is calling me e’en now, “Why lingerest thou ? Hasten. 
Thou art keeping me.'' Dius in his eager haste he 
hurries me. 

Ad, Ah me! bitter to me is this voyage thou 
speakest of. Unhappy wife, what woes are ours! 
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AL One draws me, draws me hence, seest thou 
not? to the courts of death, ^nged Hades glaring 
from beneath his dark brows. 'What wilt thou with 
me? Unhand me. On what a journey am 1 setting 
out, most wretched woman I! 

Ad, Bitter journey to thy friends, yet most of all 
to me and to t^ babes, the partners in this sorrow. 

AL Hands off! hands off at once! 

Lay me down, I cannot stand. Hades standeth 
near; and with its gloom steals night upon my eyes. 

O my children, my children, ye have no mother 
now. Fare ye well, my babes, live on beneath the 
light! 

Ad, Woe is me! this is a message of sorrow to me, 
worse than aught that death can do. Steel not thy 
heart to leave me, I implore, by heaven, by thy 
babes whom thou wilt make orphans; nay, raise thy- 
self, have courage. For if thou die I can no longer 
live; my life, my death are in thy hands; thy love is 
what I worship. 

AL Admetus, lo! thou seest how it is with me; to 
thee I fain would tell my wishes ere I die. Thee I 
set before myself, and instead of living have en- 
sured thy life, and so 1 die, though I need not have 
died for thee, but might have taken for my hus- 
band whom I would of the Thessalians, and have 
had a home blest with royal power; reft of thee, 
with my children orphans, I cared not to4ivc, nor, 
though crowned with youth's fair gifts, wherein I 
used to joy, did I grudge them. Yet the father that 
begat thee, the mother that bare thee, gave thee 
up, though they had reached a time of life when to 
die were well, so saving thee their child, and win- 
ning noble death. For thou wert their only son, nor 
had they any hope, when thou wert dead, of other 
offspring. And I should have lived and thou the 
remnant of our days, nor wouldst thou have wept 
thy wife's loss, nor have had an orphan family. But 
some god hath caused these things to be even as 
they are. Enough! Remember thou the gratitude 
due to me for this; yea, for I shall never ask thee for 
an adequate return, for naught is prized more high- 
ly than our life; but just is my request, as thou thy- 
self must say, since thou no less than I dost love 
these children, if so be thou think'st aright. Be con- 
tent to let them rule my house, and do not marry a 
new wife to be a stepmother to these children, for 
she from jealousy, if so she be a woman worse than 
me, will stretch out her hand against the children of 
our union. Then do not this, I do beseech thee. For 
the stepmother that succeeds, hateth children of a 
former match, cruel as the viper's are her tender 
mercies. A son 'tis true, hath in his sire a tower of 
strength to whom he speaks and has his answer back; 
but thou, my daughter, how shall thy maidenhood 
be passed in honour ? What shall thy experience be 
of thy father's wife? She may fasten on thee some 
foul report in thy youthful bloom, and frustrate thy 
marriage. Never shall thy mother lead thee to the 
bridal bed, nor bv her presence in thy travail heart- 
en thee, my child, when a mother's kindness tri- 
umphs over all. No, for I must die; and lo! this evil 
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cometh to me not to-morrow nor yet on the third 
day of the month, but in a moment shall I be 
counted among the souls that are no more. Fare ye 
well, be happy; and thou, husband, canst boast thou 
hadst a peerless wife, and you, children, that you 
had such an one for mother. 

Ch. Take heart; I do not hesitate to answer for 
him; he will perform all this, unless his mind should 
go astray. 

Ad, It shall be so, fear not, it shall; alive thou 
wert the only wife I had, and dead shalt thou, none 
else, be called mine; no Thessalian maid shall ever 
take thy place and call me lord; not though she 
spring from lineage high nor though besides she be 
the fairest of her sex. Of children I have enough; 
god grant I may in them be blessed! for in thee has 
It been otherwise. No year-long mourning will I 
keep for thee, but all my life through, lady; loath- 
ing the mother that bare me, and hating my father, 
for they were friends in word but not in deed. But 
thou didst give thy dearest for my life and save it. 
May I not then mourn to lose a w'ife like thee ? And 
I will put an end to revelry, to social gatherings o’er 
the wine, forego the festal crown and music which 
once reigned in my halls. For nevermore will I touch 
the lyre nor lift my soul in song to the Libyan flute, 
for thou hast taken with thee all my joy in life. 
But in my bed thy figure shall be laid full length, 
by cunning artists fashioned; thereon will I throw 
myself and, folding my arms about thee, call upon 
thy name, and think I hold my dear wife in my em- 
brace, although I do not; chill comfort this, no doubt 
but still 1 shall relieve my soul of its sad weight; and 
thou wilt come to me in dreams and gladden me. 
For sweet it is to see our friends, come they when 
they will, e’en by night. 

Had I the tongue, the tuneful voice of Orpheus 
to charm Demetcr’s daughter or her husband by 
my lay and bring thee back from Hades, I had gone 
down, nor Pluto’s hound, nor Charon, ferryman of 
souls, whose hand is on the oar, had held me back, 
till to the light I had restored thee alive. At least do 
thou await me there, against the hour I die, pre- 
pare a home for me to be my true wife still. For in 
this same cedar coffin I will bid these children lay 
me with thee and stretch my limbs by thine; for 
never even in death may I be severed from thee, 
alone found faithful of them all. 

Ch, hoW too will share with thee thy mourning 
for her, friend with friend; for this is but her due. 

Al, My children, ye with your own cars have 
heard your father’s promise, that he will never wed 
another wife to set her over you, nor e’er dishonour 
me. 

Ad, Yea, so I promise now, and accomplish it I 
will. 

Al, On these conditions receive the children from 
my hand. 

Ad, I receive them, dear pledges by a dear hand 
given. 

Al, Take thou my place and be a mother to these 
babes. 
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Ad, Sore will be their need when they are reft of 
thee. 

Al, O my children, I am passing to that world 
below, when my life was needed most. 

Ad, Ah me, what can 1 do bereft of thee? 

Al, Thy sorrow Time will soothe; *tis the dead 
who are as naught. 

Ad, Take me, O take me, I beseech, with thee 
'neath the earth. 

Al, Enough that I in thy stead am dying. 

Ad, O Destiny! of what a wife art thou despoil- 
ing me! 

Al, Lo! the darkness deepens on my drooping eyes. 

Ad, Lost indeed am I, if thou, dear wife, wilt 
really leave me. 

Al, 7'hou mayst speak of me as naught, as one 
whose life is o’er. 

Ad, Lift up thy face, leave not thy children. 

Al, ’Tis not my own free will; O my babes, fare- 
well! * / 

Ad, Look, look on them but once. ( 

Al, My end is come. \ 

Ad. What mean’st thou? art leaving us? \ 

Al, Farewell! \pies. 

Ad, Lost! lost! woe is me! \ 

Ch, She is gone, the wife of Admetus is no riiore. 

Eumelus, O my hard fate! My mother has passed 
to the realms below; she lives no more, dear father, 
’neath the sun, Alas for her! she leaves us ere her 
time and to me bequeaths an orphan’s life. Behold 
that staring eye, those nerveless hands! Hear me, 
mother, hear me, I implore! ’tis 1 who call thee now, 
I thy tender chick, printing my kisses on thy lips. 

Ad, She cannot hear, sne cannot sec; a heavy 
blow hath fortune dealt us, you children and pie. 

Eu. O father, T am but a child to have my loving 
mother leave me here alone; O cruel my fate, alas! 
and thine, my sister, sharer in my cup of woe. Woe 
to thee, father! in vain, in vain didst thou take a 
wife and hast not reached the goal of eld with her; 
for she is gone before, and now that thou art dead, 
my mother, our house is all undone. 

Ch, Admetus, these misfortunes thou must bear. 
Thou art by no means the first nor yet shalt be the 
last of men to lose a wife of worth; know this, we 
all of us arc debtors unto death. 

Ad, I understand; this is no sudden flight of ill 
hither; I was ware of it and long have pined. But 
since I am to carry the dead forth to her burial, stay 
here with me and to that inexorable god in Hades 
raise your antiphonc. While to all Thessalians in my 
realm I do proclaim a general mourning for this 
lady, with hair shorn off and robes of sable hue; all 
ye who harness steeds for cars, or single horses ride, 
cut off their manes with the sharp steel. Hush’d be 
every pipe, silent every lyre throughout the city 
till twelve full moons arc past; for never again shall 
I bury one whom I love more, no! nor one more 
loyal to me; honour from me is her due, for she for 
me hath died, she and she alone. 

Exeunt admetus and eumelus, with the other 
children. 
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Ch, Daughter of Pclias, be thine a happy life in 
that sunless home in Hades* halls! Let Hades know, 
that swarthy god, and that old man who sits to row 
and steer alike at his death-ferry, that he hath car- 
ried o’er the lake of Acheron in his two-oared skiff 
a woman peerless amidst her sex. Oft of thee the 
Muses* votaries shall sing on the seven-stringed 
mountain shell and in hymns that need no harp, 
glorifying thee, oft as the season in his cycle comcth 
round at Sparta in that Carnean^ month when all 
night long the moon sails high o’erhead, yea, and in 
splendid Athens, happy town. So glorious a theme 
has thy death bequeathed to tuncf^ul bards. Would 
it were in my power and range to bring thee to the 
light from the chambers of Hades and the streams 
of Cocytus with the oar that sweeps yon nether 
flood 1 For thou, and thou alone, most dear of wom- 
en, hadst the courage to redeem thy husband from 
Hades in exchange for thy own life. Light lie the 
earth above thee, lady I And if ever thy lord take to 
him a new wife, I vow he will earn my hatred and 
thy children’s too. His mother had no heart to plunge 
into the darkness of the tomb for her son, no! nor 
his aged sire. Their own child they had not the 
courage to rescue, the wretches! albeit they were 
rcy-headed. But thou in thy youth and beauty 
ast died for thy lord and gone thy way. O be it 
mine to have for partner such a loving wife! for this 
lot is rare in life. Surely she should be my help- 
meet all my life and never cause one tear. 

Enter heracles. 

Heracles, Mine hosts, dwellers on this Pheraean 
soil! say, shall 1 find Admetus in the house? 

Ch, The son of Pheres is within, Heracles. Tell me 
what need is bringing thee to the Thessalian land, 
to visit this city of the Pheraeaiis ? 

He, I am performing a labour for Tirynthian 
Eurystheus. 

Ch, And whither art thou journeying? on what 
wandering art thou forced to go ? 

He, lb fetch the chariot-steeds of Thracian Di- 
omedes. 

Ch, How canst thou? art a stranger to the ways 
of thy host? 

He, I am; for never yet have I gone to the land of 
the Bistones. 

Ch, Thou canst not master his horses without 
fighting. 

He, Still I cannot refuse these labours. 

Ch, Then shalt thou slay them and return, or 
thyself be slain and stay there. 

He, It will not be the first hard course that I have 
run. 

Ch, And what w’ill be thy gain, suppose thou 
master their lord ? 

He, The steeds will I drive away to the Tiryn- 
thian king. 

Ch, No easy task to bit their jaws. 

He, Easy enough, unless their nostrils vomit fire. 

Ch, With ravening jaws they rend the limbs of 
men. 
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He, Thou speakest of the food of mountain beasts, 
not of horses. 

Ch, Their mangers blood-bedabbled thou shalt 
see. 

He, Whose son doth he who feeds them boast 
to be ? 

Ch, Ares* son, king of the golden targe of Thrace. 

He, This toil again is but a piece of my ill-luck; 
hard it ever is and still is growing steeper, if I with 
Arcs’ own-begotten sons must fight, first with Ly- 
caon, next with Cycnus, while now I am bound on 
this third contest to engage the horses and their 
master. Yet shall no man ever see Alcmena’s son 
trembling at his focmen’s prowess. 

Ch, See where Admetus, lord of this land, comes 
in person from the palace forth. 

Enter admetus. 

Ad, Hail! son of Zeus, from Perseus sprung. 

He, Joy to thee also, Admetus, king of Thessaly. 

Ad, Would there were! yet thy kindly heart I 
know full well. 

He, Why dost thou appear with head shorn thus 
in mourning ? 

Ad, To-day I am to bury one who is dead. 

He, Heaven avert calamity from thy children! 

Ad. The children I have begotten arc alive within 
my house. 

He, Thy father maybe is gone; well, be was ripe 
to go. 

Ad. No, Heracles, he lives; my mother too. 

He. It cannot be thy wife is dead, thy Alcestis? 

Ad, I can a twofold tale tell about her. 

He, Dost mean that she is dead, or living still? 

Ad, She lives, yet lives no more; that is my grief. 

He, I am no wiser yet; thy words arc riddles to 
me. 

Ad, Knowest thou not the doom she must un- 
dergo? 

He. I know she did submit to die in thy stead. 

Ad, How then is she still alive, if so she promised ? 

He, Ah! weep not thy wife before the day, put 
that off till then. 

Ad, The doomed is dead; the dead no more 
exists. 

He, Men count to be and not to be something 
apart. 

Ad. Thy verdict this, O Heracles, mine another. 

He, Why weepest then? which of thy dear ones 
is the dead ? 

Ad, *Tis a woman; 1 spoke of a woman just now. 

He, A stranger, or one of thine own kin ? 

Ad, A stranger, yet in another sense related to 
my house. 

He, How then came she by her death in house of 
thine? 

Ad, Her father dead, she lived here as an orphan. 

He, Ah! would I had found thee free from grief, 
Admetus! 

Ad, With what intent dost thou de\isc this speech ? 

He, I will seek some other friendly hearth. 

Ad, Never, O prince! Heaven forefend such dire 
disgrace! 
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He. A fiuest is a burden to sorrowing friends, if 
come be mould. 

Ad. The dead are dead. Come in. 

He, To feast in a friend’s house of sorrow is shame- 
ful. 

Ad, The guest chambers lie apart, whereto we 
will conduct thee. 

He, Let me go; ten thousandfold shall be my 
thanks to thee. 

Ad, Thou must not go to any other hearth. (To 
a Servant) Go before, open the guest-rooms that 
bice not these chambers, and bid my stewards see 
there is plenty of food; then shut the doors that 
lead into the courtyard; for *tis not seemly that 
guests when at their meat should hear the voice of 
weeping or be made sad. Exit heragles. 

Ch. What docst thou? With such calamity before 
thee, hast thou the heart, Admetus, to welcome 
visitors? What means this folly? 

Ad. Well, and if I had driven him from my house 
and city when he came to be my guest, wouldst 
thou have praised me more? No indeed! for my 
calamity would have been no whit less, while I 
should have been more churlish. And this would 
have been another woe to add to mine, that my 
house should be called no friend to guests. Yea, and 
I find him myself the best of hosts whene’er to 
Argos’ thirsty land I come* 

Ch. Why then didst thou conceal thy present 
misfortune, if, as thy own lips declare, it was a friend 
that came? 

Ad. He would never have entered my house, had 
he known aught of my distress. Maybe there are those 
who think me but a fool for acting thus, and these 
will blame me; but my halls have never learnt to 
drive away or treat with scorn my guests, 

Ch. O home of hospitality, thrown open by thy 
lord to all now and ever I In thee it was that Pythian 
Apollo, the sweet harper, deigned to make his home 
and in thy halls was content to lead a shepherd’s 
lifi^ piping o’er the sloping downs shepherd’s mad- 
rigals to thy flocks. And spotted lynxes couched 
amid his sheep in joy to hear his melody, and the 
lions’ tawny troop left the glen of Othrys and came; 
came too the dappled fawn on nimble foot from 
beyond the crested pines and frisked about thy lyre, 
O Phoebus, for very joy at thy gladsome minstrelsy. 
And so it is thy lord inhabits a home rich in count- 
less flocks by Beebe’s lovely mere, bounding his 
tilled corn-land and his level pastures with the clime 
of the Molossi near the sun’s dark stable, and hold- 
ing sway as far as the harbourless strand of the i^gean 
’neath Pelion’s shadow. Now too hath he opened 
wide his house and welcomed a guest although his 
eye is wet with tears in mourning for his wife so 
d(»r but lately dead within his halls; yea, for noble 
birth to noble feeling is inclined. And in the good 
completest wisdom dwells; and at my heart sits the 
bold belief that heaven’s servant will be blessed. 

Ad. Men of Pherse, kindly gathered here, lo! even 
oow my servants are bearing the corpse with ail its 
traf^ings shoulder-high to the funeral pyre for bur* 
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ial; do ye, as custom bids, ssdute die dead on her 
last journey starting. 

CA. Look 1 1 see thy father advancing with aged 
step, and servants too bearing in their arms adorn- 
ment for thy wife, oflierings tor the dead. 

Enter pheres. 

Pheres. My son, I come to share thy sorrow, for 
thou hast lost a noble, peerless wife; that no man 
will deny. Yet must thou needs bear this blow, hard 
though it be. Accept this mmiture, and let it go 
beneath the earth, for rightk is her body honours, 
since she died to save thy life, my son, and gave me 
back my child, suffering me not to lose thee and 
pine away in an old age of sorrow. Thus by the 
generous deed she dared, hath she made her life a 
noble example for all her sex. Farewell to thee, who 
hast saved this son of mine and raised me up when 
fiilling; be thine a happy lot even in Hades’ hallsl 
Such marriages I declare are gain to man, else to 
wed is not worth while. / 

Ad. Thou hast come uncalled by me to this bur- 
ial, nor do I count thy presence as a friendly act. 
Never shall she be clad in any garniture of pine, 
nor in her burial will she need aught of thine, ^ou 
shouldst have shewn thy sympathy at the tim^ my 
doom was sealed. But thou didst stand aloof and let 
another die, though thou wert old, the victim young; 
shalt thou then mourn the dead? Methinks thou 
wert no real sire of mine nor was she my true mother 
who calls herself and is called so, but I was sprung 
of slave’s blood and privily substituted at thy wife’s 
breast. Brought to the test thou hast shewn thy 
nature; I cannot think I am thy child by birth. 

By heaven, thou art the very pattern of cowards, 
who at thy age, on the borderland of life, wouldst 
not, nay! couldst not find the heart to die for f!hy 
own son; but ye, my parents, left to this stranger, 
whom 1 henceforth shall justly hold e’en as mother 
and as father too, and none but her. And yet ’twas 
a noble exploit to achieve, to die to save thy son, 
and in any case the remnant of thy time to live was 
but short; and I and she would have lived the days 
that were to be, nor had 1 lost my wife and mourn^ 
my evil fate. Moreover thou hast had all treatment 
that a happy man should have; in princely pomp 
thy youth was spent, thou hadst a son, myself, to be 
the heir of this thy home, so thou hadst no fear of 
dying childless and leaving thy house desolate, for 
strangers to pillage. Nor yet canst thou say 1 did 
dishonour thy old age and give thee up to die, see- 
ing 1 have ever been to thee most dutiful, and for 
this thou, my sire, and she my mother, have made 
me this return. Go then, get other sons to tend thy 
closing years, prepare thy body for the grave, and 
lay out thy corpse. For I will never bury thee with 
hand of mine; for 1 am dead for all thou didst for 
me; but if I found a saviour in another aod still live, 
his son I say 1 am, and his fond nurse in old age will 
be. ’Tis vain, 1 see, the old man’s prayer for death, 
his plaints at age and life’s long weariness. For if 
death do but draw near, not one doth wish to die; 
old age no more they count so burdensome. 
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Ch. Peace! enough the wesent sorrow, O my son; 
goad not thy father’s soul to fury. 

Ph. Child, whom think’st thou art reviling ? some 
Lydian or Phrygian bought with thy money? Art 
not aware I am a freeborn Thessalian, son of a Thes< 
salian sire? Thou art too insolent; yet from hence 
thou shalt not go as thou earnest, after shooting out 
thy braggart tongue at me. To rule my house I be- 
gat and bred thee up; I own no debt of dying in thy 
stead; this is not the law that I received from my 
ancestors that fathers should die for children, nor 
is it a custom in Hellas. For weal or woe, thy life 
must be thine own; whate’er was due from me to 
thee, thou hast. Dominion wide is thine, and acres 
broad I will leave to thee, for from my father did I 
inherit them. How, pray, have I wronged thee? of 
what am I robbing thee ? Die not thou for me, nor 
I for thee. Thy joy is in the light, think’st thou thy 
sire’s is not? By Heaven! ’tis a weary while, I trow, 
that time beneath the earth, and life, though short, 
is sweet. Thou at least didst struggle hard to ’scape 
thy death, lost to shame, and by her death dost live 
beyond thy destined term. Dost thou then speak 
of cowardice in me, thou craven heart! no match 
for thy wife, who hath died for thee, her fine young 
lord ? A clever scheme hast thou devised to stave off 
death for ever, if thou canst persuade each new wife 
to die instead of thee; and dost thou then taunt thy 
friends, who will not do the like, coward as thou 
art thyself? Hold thy peace; reflect, if thou dost 
love thy life so well, this love by all is shared ; yet if 
thou wilt speak ill of me, thyself shalt hear a full 
and truthful list of thy own crimes. 

Ch, Too long that list both now and heretofore; 
cease, father, to revile thy son. 

Ad. Say on, for I have said my say; but if it vexes 
thee to hear the truth, thou shouldst not have sinned 
against me. 

Ph. My sin had been the deeper, had I died for 
thee. 

Ad. What! is it all one for young or old to die? 

Ph. To live one life, not twain, is all our due. 

Ad. Outlive then Zeus himself! 

Ph. Dost curse thy parents, though unharmed by 
them? 

Ad, Yea, for I sec thy heart is set on length of 
days. 

Ph. Is it not to save thyself thou art carrying to 
the tomb this corpse? 

Ad. A proof of thy cowardice, thou craven 
heart! 

Ph At any rate her death was not due to me; this 
thou canst not say. 

Ad. Ah! mayst thou some day come to need my 
aid! 

Ph. Woo many wives, that there may be the more 
to die. 

Ad. That is thy reproach, for thou didst refuse to 
die. 

Ph. Dear is the light of the sun-god, dear to ail. 

Ad. A coward som is thine, not to be reckoned 
among men. 
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Ph. No laughing now for thee at bearing forth 
my aged corpse. 

Ad. Thy death will surely^be a death of shame, 
come when it will. 

Ph. Once dead I little reck of foul report. 

Ad. Alas! how void of shame the old can be! 

Ph. Hers was no want of shame; *twas want of 
sense in her that thou didst find. 

Ad. Begone! and leave me to bury my dead* 

Ph. I go; bury thy victim, thyself her murderer. 
Her kinsmen yet will call for an account. Else surely 
has Acastus ceased to be a man, if he avenge not on 
thee his sister’s blood. 

Ad. Perdition seize thee and that wife of thine! 
grow old, as ye deserve, childless, though your son 
yet lives, for ye shall never enter the same abode 
with me; nay! were it needful I should disown thy 
paternal hearth by heralds’ voice, 1 had disowned 
it. {Exit PHEREs) Now, since we must bear our 
present woe, let us go and lay the dead upon the 
pyre. Exit admetus. 

Ch. Woe, woe for thee! Alas, for thy hardihood! 
Noble spirit, good beyond compare, fiircwcll! May 
Hermes in the nether world, and Hades, too, give 
thee a kindly welcome! and if even in that other 
life the good are rewarded, mayst thou have thy 
share therein and take thy scat by Hades’ bride! 

Exit CHORUS. 

Enter attendant. 

Attendant. Many the guests ere now from every 
corner of the world I have seen come to the halls of 
Admetus, for whom 1 have spread the board, but 
never yet have I welcomed to this hearth a guest 
so shameless as this; a man who, in the first place, 
though he saw my master’s grief, yet entered and 
presumed to pass the gates, then took what cheer 
we had in no sober spirit, though he knew our sor- 
row; no! was there aught we failed to bring? he 
called for it. Next in his hands he took a eomet of 
ivy- wood and drank the pure juice of the black 
grape, till the mounting fumes of wine heated him, 
and he crowned his head with myrtle-sprays, howl- 
ing discordantly, while two-fold strains were there 
to hear, for he would sing without a thought for the 
troubles in Admetus’ halls, while we servants 
mourned our mistress, though we did not let the 
stranger sec our streaming eyes, for such was the 
bidding of Admetus. So now here am 1 entertaining 
as a guest some miscreant thief maybe, or robber, 
while she is gone forth from the house, nor did I 
follow her nor stretch my hand towards her bier, 
in mourning for my lady, who, to me and all her 
servants, was a mother, tor she would save us from 
countless trouble, appeasing her husband’s angry 
mood. Have I not good cause then to loathe this 
guest who cometh in our hour of woe? 

Enter heraclbs. 

He. Ho! sirrah, why that solemn, thoughtful look? 
’Tis not the way for servants to scowl on guests, 
but with courteous soul to welcome them. But thou, 
seeing a friend of thv master arrive, receivest him 
with sullen, lowering orow, though ’tis but a stranger 
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ibxt hk uka object of thy moumins. Oome hithcTt 
that thou too nayst learn more wisdom. Do$t know 
the .nature of this mortal state? I trow not; how 
duniddst thou ? Wdl, lend an ear to me. Death is the 
common dd>t of man; no mortal really knows if he 
wU live to see the morrow’s light; for Fortune’s 
issues are not in our ken, beyond the teacher’s rule 
they lie, no art can master them. Hearken then to 
this and learn of me, be merry, drink thy cup, and 
count the present day thine own, the rest to For- 
tune yield. And to Cypris too, sweetest of the gods 
by fur to man, thy uibute pay, for kindly is her 
mood. Let be those other cares, and heed my coun- 
sd if thou think’st 1 speak aright; methinks I do. 
Come, banish this excessive grief, and drink a cup 
with me when thou hast pass^ beyond these doors 
and wreathed thy brow; and I feel sure the plash of 
wine within the cup will bring thee to a better 
haven from this crabbed mood, this cabined state 
of mind. Mortals we are, and mortals’ thoughts 
should have; for all they who frown and scowl do 
miss— leastways I think so— the true life and get 
themselves misfortune. 

At, I know all that, but our present state has little 
claim on revelry or laughter. 

He, The dead was a stranger woman; grieve not 
to excess; for the rulers of thy house are living. 

At, How, living ? Thou knowest not the trouble 
in the house. 

He. I do, unless thy master did in aught deceive 
me. 

At, Too hospitable is he. 

He, Was 1 to miss good cheer because a stranger 
had died? 

At. A stranger surely! quite a stranger she! 

He. Is there some trouble that he withheld from 
me? 

At. Farewell, go thy way! my master’s troubles 
are my care. 

He. This word of thine heralds not a grief for 
strangers felt. 

At. Had it been, the sight of thy merriment had 
not grieved me so. 

He. Can it be mine host hath strangely wronged 
me? 

At. Thou earnest at no proper time for our house 
to welcome thee, for sorrow is come upon us; lol 
thou seest our shorn heads and robes of sable 
hue. 

He. Who is it that is dead ? Is it a child or his aged 
sire that hath passed away? 

At. Nay, sir guest, *ti$ Admetus* wife that is no 
more. 

He. What sayest thou? and did ye then in spite 
of that admit me to your cheer? 

At, Yes, for his regard would not let him send 
thee from his door. 

He. Ikihappy husband, what a wife hast thou 

^tl 

„ At. We are all undone, not she alone. 

He 4 1 knew it when 1 saw his streaming eye, shorn 
luad and downcast look, yet did he persuade me, 


saying it wiMnstiajiger bo was beani^lD fmiiat, So 
1 did constrain mys^ and passed his gaUs and sat 
drinking in his bootable nails, when he was suf- 
fermg mus. And have I wrathed my bead and do 
I revel still? But— thou to hold thy peace when 
such a crushing sorrow lay upon the house! Where 
is he burying her? Whither diall I go to find h^? 

At, Beside the road that leadeth straight to Laris- 
sa, shalt thou see her carved tomb outside the suburb. 

Exit. 

He. O heart, O soul, both sufferers oft, now shdw 
the mettle of that son Tirynthian Alcmena, daugh- 
ter of Electryon, bare to Zeus. For I must save mis 
woman, dead but now, setting Alcestis once again 
within this house, and to Admetus this kind service 
render. So I will go and watch for Death the black- 
robed monarch of the dead, and him methinks I 
shall find as he drinks of the blood-offering near the 
tomb. And if, from ambush rushing, once I catch 
and fold him oa my arms’ embrace, none shall ever 
wrest him thence with smarting ribs, ere he ave up 
the woman unto me. But should I fiiil to mm my 
prey and he come not to the clotted blood, I will go 
to the sunless home of those beneath the earth, to 
Persephone and her king, and make to them my 
prayer, sure that I shall bring Alcestis up again, to 
place her in the hands of him, my host, who wel- 
comed me to his house nor drove me thence, though 
fortune smote him hard, but this his noble spirit 
strove to hide out of regard for me. What host more 
kind than him in Thessdy ? or in the homes of Hellas ? 
Wherefore shall he never say his generous deeds 
were lavished on a worthless wretch. Exit. 

Enter admetus and chorus. 

Ad. Ah me! I loathe this entering in, and loathe 
to sec my widowed home. Woe, woe is me! Whither 
shall I go? Where stand? what say? or what sup- 
press? Would God that I were dead! Surely in an 
evil hour my mother gave me birth. The dead I 
envy, and would fain be as they, and long to dwell 
within their courts. No joy to me to see the light, 
no joy to tread the earth; such a hostage death mith 
reft me of and handed o’er to Hades. 

Ch. Move forward, go within the shelter of thy 
house. 

Ad. Woe is me! 

Ch. Thy sufferings claim these cries of woe. 

Ad. Ah me! 

Ch. Through anguish hast thou gone, full well 1 
know. 

Ad. Alas! alas! 

Ch. Thou wilt not help the dead one whit. 

Ad. O misery! 

Ch. Nevermore to see thy dear wife face to bee 
is grief indeed. 

Ad. Thy words have probed the sore place in my 
heart. What greater grief can come to man thap w 
loss of a faithful wife? Would I had never married 
or shared with her my home! I envy those ’mongst 
men who have nor wffe nor child. Ineirs is hut one 
life; to meve for that is no excessive bunkn; but 
to see chikirea M ill and bridal beds emptied by 
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dcaA^tuysiM k too mudi to bear, wto mit m^t 
go tbrough li& without wife or child. 

CA. A me we cannot cope with is come upon iis« 

Ad* Woe is mel 

Ch^ But thou to sorrow settest no limit. 

Ad> Ah! ah! 

Ch, Tis hard to bear, but still— 

Ad, Woe is mel 

Ch, Thou art not the first to lose— 

Ad. O! woe is mel 

Ch. A wife; misfortune takes a diiSFerent shape for 
every man she plagues. 

Ad. O the weary sorrowl O the grief for dear ones 
dead and gone! Why didst thou hinder me from 
plunging into the gaping grave, there to lay me 
down and die with her, my peerless bride? Then 
would Hades for that one have gotten these two 
faithful souls at once, crossing the nether lake to- 
gether. 

Ch. I had a kinsman once, within whose home 
died his only son, worthy of a father’s tears; yet in 
spite of that he bore his grief resignedly, childless 
though he was, his hair already turning grey, him- 
self m on in years, upon life’s downward track. 

Ad. O house of mine, how can I enter thee? how 
can I live here, now that fortune turns against me? 
Ah mel How wide the gulf ’twixt then and now I 
Then with torches cut from Pelion’s pines, with 
marriage hymns I entered in, holding my dear wife’s 
hand; and at our back a crowd of friends with cheer- 
ful cries, singing the happy lot of my de^ wife and 
me, calling us a noble pair made one, children both 
of highborn lineage; but now the voice of woe in- 
stead of wedding hymns, and robes of black instead 
of snowy white usher me into my house to my de- 
serted couch. 

Ch. Hard upon prosperous fortune came this sor- 
row to thee, a stranger to adversity; yet hast thou 
saved thy soul alive. Thy wife is dead and gone; her 
love she leaves with thee. What new thing is here? 
Death ere now from many a man hath torn a wife. 

Ad. My friends, 1 count my dead wife’s lot more 
blest than mine, for all it seems not so; for never- 
more can sorrow touch her for ever; all her toil is 
over, and glorious is her fiime. While I, who had no 
right to live, have passed the bounds of fate only to 
live a life of misery ; I know it now. For how shall I 
endure to enter tnis my house? Whom shall I ad- 
dress, by whom be answered back, to find aught 
joyful in myentering in ? Whither shall I turn ? Within 
the desolation will drive me forth, whensoe’er I sec 
my widowed couch, the seat whereon she sat, the 
floor ail dusty in the house, and my babes falling at 
my knees with piteous tears for their mother, while 
my servants mourn the good mistress their house 
hath lost. Thc^ are the sorrows in my home, while 
abroad the marriages among Thessalians and the 
thronging crowds ol women will drive me mad,^ for 
I can never bear to gaze up<m the compeers of my 
wife* And whoso is my foe will taunt me thus, **Be- 

MJr, ^V3iive me away.” 


hdid him Eving in his diame, a wittdi who qtadkA 
at death himsSf, but of his coward heart gave up 
his wedded wife instead, and 'escaped from Hades; 
doth he deem himself a man after that? And he 
loathes his parents, though himself refused to diU.’* 
Such ill rmrt shall 1 to my evils add. What profit, 
then, my mends, for me to live, in fame and fortune 
ruined. 

Ch. Myself have traced the Muses’ path, have 
soared amid the stars, have laid my hold on many 
a theme, and yet have found naught stronger than 
necessity, no spell inscribed on Thracian tablets 
written there by Orpheus, the sweet singer, nol nor 
aught among the simples culled by Phoebus for the 
toUing race of men, and given to Asclepius*^ sons. 
The only goddess she, whose altar or whose image 
man cannot approach; victims she heedeth not. O 
come not to me, dread goddess, in greater might 
than heretofore in my career. Even Zeus requires 
thy aid to bring to pass whatso he wilk. Thou too 
it is that by sheer force dost bend the steel among 
the Chalybes; nor is there any pity in thy relentless 
nature. 

This is the goddess that hath gripped thee too in 
chains thou canst not ’scape; yet steel thy heart, for 
all thy weeping ne’er will bring to light again the 
dead from the realms below. Even sons of gods per- 
ish in darkness in the hour of death. WeJoved her 
while she was with us, we love her still though dead; 
noblest of her sex was she, the wife thou tookest to 
thy bed. Her tomb let none regard as the graves of 
those who die and are no more, but let Her have 
honours equal with the gods, revered by every trav- 
eller; and many a one will cross the road and read 
this verse aloud, ’This is die that died in days gone 
by to save her lord; now is she a spirit blest. Hail, 
lady revered; be kind to us I” Such glad greeting 
shall she have. But see, AdmetusI yonder, I believe, 
comes Alcmena’s son toward thy nearth. 

Enter heracles with a veiled woman. 

He. Admetus, to a friend we should speak freely, 
not hold our peace and harbour in our hearts com- 
plaints. I came to thee in thy hour of sorrow and 
claimed the right to prove myself thy friend, but 
thou wouldst not tell me that she, thy wife, lay 
stretched in death; but didst make me a welcome 
guest in thy halls, as though thy whole concern was 
centred on a stranger’s loss. So I crowncri my head 
and poured drink-ofiferings to the gods in that thy 
house of sorrow. Wherefore I do blame thee for this 
treatment of me, yet would not grieve thee in thy 
trouble. So now the reason I have t^ned my steps 
and come hither again, 1 will tdl. This lady take axid 
keep for me until I come bringing hither the steeds 
of Thrace, after I have slain the lord <A the Bistones. 
But diould 1 fare as fore I foin would not, I give her 
to thee to serve within thy halls. With no small tc^ 
she came into my hands. Twas thus: 1 found folk 
just appointing an open contest for athlet^ weE 
worth a strugEie, and there I won her as a prize and 
brought her mence; now those who were successfiil 
in the fighter contests had horses for their prize, but 
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those who conquered in severer feats, in boxing and Ad, “Time*’! Use that word, if death and time are 
wrestling, won herds of oxen, and this woman was one. 

to be added thereto; with such a chance ’twcrc //e. A new wife and a longing for a fresh marriage 
shame indeed to pass so fair a guerdon by. So thou will stay thy sorrow. 

must take her in thy charge, as I said; for not by Ad, Peace! What words are thine? I ne’er of thee 
theft but honest toil I won the prize I bring; and had thought it. 

maybe e’en thou in time wilt thank me. He. What! wilt never wed, but preserve thy wid- 

Ad, *Twas not because of any slight or unkind owed state? 
thought of thee that I concealed my wife’s sad fate; Ad. There is no woman living that shall share my 
but this were adding grief to grief if thou hadst gone couch. 

from hence to the halls of some other friend; and it He. Dost think that this will help the dead at all? 

sufficed that I should mourn my sorrow. But I do Ad. My reverence she deserves, where’er she is. 

beseech thee, prince, if *tis possible, bid some other He, I praise thee, yes; but still thou bringest on 

liiessalian, one who hath not suffered as I have, thyself the charge of folly, 
keep the maiden for thee— and thou hast many Ad. So that thou never call’st me bridegroom, 

friends in Pherae; remind me not of my misfortune. praise me if thou wilt. 

For I could not see her in my house and stay my He. I praise thee for thy loyalty to thy wife, 

tears. Oh! add not new affliction to my stricken Come death I if ever I betray her, dead though 

heart, for sure by sorrow am I bowed enough. And she be. 

where within my halls could a tender maiden live? He. Well, take this maiden to the shelter bf thy 

for such she is, as her dress and vesture show. Is she noble house. 1 

to dwell where men consort? Then how shall she Ad. Spare me, I entreat thee by Zeui thy 
retain her maiden purity, if ’mid our youths she sire. \ 

come and go ? O Heracles, it is no easy task to check He, Be sure, if thou refuse, ’twill be a sad mistake, 

a young man’s fancy, and I am anxious for thy sake. Ad. If I comply, remorse will gnaw my heart. 

Or am I to take her to my dead wife’s bower and He. Yield; for in god’s good time maybe thou 
care for her? How can I bring her there to fill the wilt give me thanks. ' 

other’s bed? Twofold reproach I fear; first, some Ad. Ah! would thou hadst never won her in the 
fellow- townsman may taunt me with betraying my games! 

benefactress in eagerness to wed a new young bride; He, Yet thou too sharest in my victory, 

next, there is my dead wife, whom I should much Ad, True; still let this maiden go away, 

regard, for she cloth merit all my reverence. Thou He. Go she shall, if go she must; but first sec if 

too, lady, whosoe’er thou art, believe me, art the this is needful. 

very counterfeit presentment of Alcestis, the pic- Ad. I needs must, else wilt thou be wroth with 

ture of her form, ah me! O take this maiden, I con- 
jure thee, from my sight; slay me not already slain. He, I have a reason good to press the matter 
For in her I seem once more to sec my wife; and my thus. 

heart is darkly troubled, and the fountains of my Ad. Have thy way then. Yet know well thy deed 
eyes are loosed. Ah, woe is me! Now do I taste the I disapprove. 

bitterness of this my grief. He. A day will come that thou wilt praise me; 

Ch. Indeed I cannot call thy fortune blest, yet only yield, 
heaven’s gift must thou endure, whoe’er the god Ad. {To his servants) Take her in, if I needs must 
that comes to bring it. give her welcome in my house. 

He, Would I had the power to bring thy wife up He. To thy servants will 1 not hand her over, 

to the light from the halls of death, and confer this Ad. Conduct her then thyself within, if so thou 

kindness on thee! thinkest good. 

Ad, Right well I know thou wouldst. But what of He. Nay, but into thy hands shall mine consign 
that? The dead can never come to life again. her. 

He. Do not exceed the mark, but bear thy grief Ad. I will not touch her, though she is free to go 
with moderation. within my halls. 

Ad, ’Tis easier to advise than to suffer and endure. He. To thy hand, and thine alone I her entrust. 

He. Yet what thy gain, if thou for aye wilt mourn. Ad, Prince, against my will thou dost constrain 

Ad, I too know that myself, but some strange me to this deed, 

yearning leads me on. He. Boldly stretch out thy hand and touch the 

He. Love for the dead compels a tear. stranger maid. 

Ad, Her death was mine, more than any words Ad, There, then, I stretch it out as toward the 
of mine can tell. Gorgon’s severed head. 

He, Thou hast lost a noble wife; who shall gain- He, Hast hold of her? 
say it? Ad. I have. 

Ad, Life henceforth hath lost all charm for me. He. {Removes the veil) So; keep her safely then. 
He. Time will soothe the smart; as yet thy grief and in days to come thou wilt confess the son of 
is young. Zeus proved himself a noble guest. Look well at her, 
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if haply to thy gaze she have a semblance of thy 
wife; and now that thou art blest, cease from sor- 
rowing. 

Ad, Great gods, what shall I say ? a marvel past all 
hope is here! My wife, my own true wife I see, or is 
some mocking rapture sent by heaven to drive me 
mad? 

He. No, no; ’tis thy own wife thou seest here. 

Ad. Beware it be not a phantom from that nether 
world. 

He. No necromancer was this guest whom thou 
didst welcome. 

Ad. Do I behold my wife, her whom I buried? 

He. Be well assured thereof; still I marvel not 
thou dost distrust thy luck. 

Ad. May I touch her, may I speak to her as my 
living wife? 

He. Speak to her. For thou hast all thy heart’s 
desire. 

Ad. O form and features of my well- loved wife! 
past all hope I hold thee, never expecting to see 
thee again. 

He. So thou dost; may no jealous god rise against 
thee! 

Ad. O noble son of almighty Zeus, good luck to 
thee! may the father that begat thee hold thee in 
his keeping; for thou and none else hast raised my 
fallen fortunes. How didst thou bring her from the 
world below to this light of day? 
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He. By encountering the god who had her in his 
power. ^ 

Ad. Where didst thou engage with Death? tell 
me this. 

He. Just by the tomb I from my ambush sprang 
and caught him in my grip. 

Ad. But why thus speechless stands my wife? 

He. *Tis not lawful yet for thee to hear her speak, 
ere she be purified from the gods below and the 
third day be come. So lead her in; and hereafter, 
e’en as now, be Just and kind to guests, Admetus. 
Now farewell! for I must go to perform my ap- 
pointed task for the lordly son of Sthenelus. 

Ad. Abide with us and be our welcome guest. 

He. Another time; now must I use all haste. 

Ad. Good luck to thee! and mayst thou come 
again! {Exit heracles) To the citizens and all my 
realm I make this proclamation, that they institute 
dances in honour of the glad event, and make the 
altars steam with sacrifice, and offer prayers; for 
now have I moored my bark of life in a happier 
haven than before, and so will own myself a happy 
man. 

Ch. Many are the shapes that fortune takes, and 
oft the gods bring things to pass beyond our expec- 
tation. That which we deemed so sure is not ful- 
filled, while for that we never thought would be, 
God finds out a way. And such hath beerf the issue 
in the present case. Exeunt omnes. 
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HERACLEIDifi 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

loLAUS Servant, of HyUus 

CopREus Alcmsna 

Demophon Messenger 

Macaria Eurtstheus 

Chorus of Aged Athenians 


Before the altar of Zeus at Marathon, Enter 
lOLAus with the children of Heracles. 

lolaus. 1 hold this true, and long have held: Na^ 
ture hath made one man upright for his neighbours* 
good, while another hath a disposition whofly given 
over to gain, useless alike to the state and dimcult 
to have dealings with, but for himself the best of 
men; and this I know, not from mere hearsay. I, for 
instance, from pure regard and reverence for my 
kith and kin, though I might have lived at peace in 
Argos, alone of all my race shared with Heracles his 
labours, while he was yet with us, and now that he 
dwelb in heaven, 1 keep these his children safe be- 
neath my wing, though myself I need protection. 
For when their father jpassed from earth away, Eu- 
rystheus would first of all have slain us, but we es' 
caped. And though our home is lost, our life was 
saved. But in exile we wander from city to city, ever 
forced to roam. For, added to our former wrongs, 
Eurystheus thought it fit to put this further outrage 
upon us: wheresoe’er he heard that we were settling, 
thither would he send heralds demanding our sur^ 
fender and driving us from thence, holding out this 
threat, that Argos is no mean city to make a friend 
or foe, and furthermore pointing to his own pros* 
perity. So they, seeing how weak my means, and 
these little ones left without a father, bow to his 
superior might and drive us from their land. And I 
share the exile of these children, and help them 
hear their evil lot by my sympathy, loth to betray 
them, lest someone say, **Look you! now that the 
children’s sire is dead, lolaus no more protects them, 
kinsman though he is.” Not one corner left us in 
the whole of Hellas, we are come to Marathon and 
its neighbouring land, and here we sit as suppliants 
at the altars of the gods, and pray their aid; for ’ds 
said two sons of Theseus dwell upon these plains, 
the lot of their inheritance, scions of Pandion’s stock, 
r^ted to these children; this the reason we have 
; come on this our way to the borders of glorious 
Athens. To lead the mght two aged jmides are we; 
my care is centred on these bovs, whue she, I mean 
A&mena, clasps her son’s daughter in her arms, and 
hem her for safety within this shrine, for we shrink 
fxpm letting tender maidens come anigh the crowd 
or mnd as suppliants at the altar. Now Hyllus and 


the elder of his brethren are seeking some place for 
us to find a refuge, if we are driven by force from 
this land. O chiBren, children, come hither! hold 
unto my robe; for lol I see a herald coming towards 
us from Eur^theus, by whom we arc pers^uted, 
wanderersexcluded from every land. correus) 

A curse on thee and him that sent thee, mteful 
wretch! ior that same tongue of thine hath ott an- 
nounced its master’s evil bests to these chilaren’s 
noble sire as well. \ 

Copreus, Doubtless thy folly lets thee think\this 
is a good position to have taken up, and that thou 
art come to a city that will help thee. No! there is 
none that will prefer thy feeble arm to the might of 
Eurystheus. Begone! why take this trouble? Thou 
must arise and go to Argos, where awaits thee death 
by stoning. 

lo. Not so, for the god’s altar will protect me, 
and this land of freedom, wherein we have set fc^t. 

Co, Wilt give me the trouble of laying hands on 
thee? 

lo. By force at least shalt thou never drag these 
children hence. 

Co. That shalt thou soon learn; it seems thou 
wert a poor prophet, after all, in this. 

copreus here seizes the childrerL 

lo. This shall never happen whilst 1 live. 

Co, Begone! for 1 will take them hence, for all thy 
refusals, lor 1 hold that they belong to Eurystheus, 
gs they do indeed. 

lo. Help, ye who long have had your home in 
Athens! we suppliants at Zeus’ altar in your market- 
place are being haled by force away, our sacred 
wreaths defiled, shame to your city, to the gods 
dishonour. 

CHORUS. 

Chorus. Hark, hark! What cry is this that rises 
near the altar? At once explain the nature of the 
trouble. 

lo. See this aged frame hurled in its feebleness 
upon the ground! Woe is me! 

Ch. Who threw thee down thus pitiably? 

lo. Behold the man who flouts your gods, kind 
sirs, and tries by force to drag me from my seat be<« 
fore the altar of Zeus. 

Oi. Prom what land, old strange, art thou come 
to this confederate state of four cities? or have ye 





k& E^mm^s <]ifis, i»i4^ «di^ l}ie mt iStsit smqpi 
t)ie 9 eaf put m hett bom ocxtm the firth? 

lo, $irs, BO hland li& 1 lead, but from Myceiue 
to thy land I come. 

Ch» What do they call thee, aged sir, those folk 
in Mycense? 

h. Maybe ye have heard of lolaus, the comrade 
of Heracles, for he was not unknown to fame. 

Ck» Yea, 1 have heard of him in bygone days; but 
tell me, whose are the tender boys thou bearest in 
thine arms? 

Io» These, sirs, are the sons of Heracles, come as 
suraliants to you and your city. 

Ch. What is their quest? Are they anxious, tell 
me, to obtain an audience of the state? 

lo. That so they may escape surrender, nor be 
tom With violence from thy altars, and brought to 
Argos. 

Co. Nay, this will nowise satisfy thy masters, who 
o’er thee ^ve a right, and so have tracked thee 
hither. 

Ch. Stranger, ’tis but right we should reverence 
the gods* suppliants, suffering none with violent 
hand to make them leave the altars, for that will 
dread Justice ne’er permit. 

Co. Do thou then drive these subjects of Eurys- 
theus forth, and this hand of mine shall abstain from 
violence. 

Ch. ’Twere impious for the state to neglect the 
suppliant stranger’s prayer. 

Co. Yet ’tis well to keep clear of troubles, by 
adopting that counsel, which is the wiser. 

Ch. Thou then shouldst have told the monarch 
of this land thy errand before being so bold, out of 
regard to his country’s freedom, instead of trying 
to drag strangers by force from the altars of the 
gods. 

Co. Who is monarch of this land and state? 

Ch. Demophon, son of gallant Theseus. 

Co. Surely it were most to the purpose to discuss 
this matter somewhat with him; all else has been 
said in vain. 

Ch. Lol here he comes in person, in hot haste, and 
Acamas his brother, to hear what thou hast to say. 

Enter demophon and acamas. 

Demophon. Since thou for all thy years hast out- 
stripped younger men in coming to the rescue to 
this altar of Zeus, do thou tell me what hath chanced 
to bring this crowd together. 

Ch. There sit the sons of Heracles as suppliants, 
having wreathed the altar, as thou seest, O king, 
and with them is lolaus, trusty comrade of their sire. 

De. Why should this event have called for cries 
of pain? 

to coPRBtJs) This fellow caused the 
uproar by trying to drag them forcibly from this 
sdtar, and he tripped up the old man, till my tears 
ferpity flowed. 

Da. Hellenic dress and fiishion in his robes doth 
he no doubt adopt, but deeds like these betray the 
barbarian. Thou, sirrah, tell me straight the country 
whence thou earnest hither. 


Co. An Argive Itamce that thou seek’st to know. 
Who sent me, and the object of my commg, will I 
freely tell Eurystheus, king df Mycense, se^ me 
hither to fetch these back; and I have come, sir 
stranger, with just gmunds in plenty, alike for speedi 
or action. An Argive myself, Argives 1 come to 
fetch, taking with me these runaways from my na- 
tive city, on whom the doom of death was passed 
by our laws there; and we have a right, smee we 
rule our city independently, to ratify its sentences. 
And though they have come as suppliants to the 
altars of numerous others, we have taken our standi 
on these same arguments, and no one has ventured 
to bring upon himself evils of his own getting. But 
they have come hither, either because they per- 
ceived some folly in thee, or, in their perplexity, 
staking all on one risky throw to win or lose; tor 
surely they do not suppose that thou, if so thou 
hast thy senses still, and only thou, in all the breadth 
of Hellas they have travers^, wilt pity their foolish 
troubles. Come now, put argument against argu- 
ment: what will be thy gain, suppose thou admit 
them to thy land, or let us take them hence? From 
us these benefits are thine to win: this city can se- 
cure as friends Argos, with its far-reaching arm, and 
Eurystheus* might complete; whilst if thou lend an 
ear to their piteous pleading and grow soft, the mat- 
ter must result in trial of arms; & be sure we shall 
not yield this struggle without appealing to the 
sword. What pretext wilt thou urge? Of what do- 
mains art thou robbed that thou shouldst take and 
wage war with the Tirynthian Argives? What kind 
of alhes art thou aiding? For whom will they have 
fallen whom thou buriest ? Surely thou wilt get an 
evil name from the citizens, if for the sake of an old 
man with one foot in the grave, a mere shadow I 
may say, and for these children, thou wilt plunge 
into troublous waters. The best thou canst say is, 
that thou wilt find in them a hope, and nothing 
more; and yet this falls far short of the present need; 
for these would be but a poor match for Argives 
even when fully armed and in their prime, if haply 
that raises thy spirits; moreover, the time ’twixt 
now and then is long, wherein ye may be blotted 
out. Nay, hearken to me; give me naught, but let 
me take mine own, and so gain Mycenae; but for- 
bear to act now, as is your Athenian way, and take 
the weaker side, when it is in thy power to choose 
the stronger as thy friends. 

Ch. Who can decide a cause or ascertain its merits, 
till from both sides he clearly learn what they would 
say? 

io. O king, in thy land 1 start with this advan- 
tage, the right to hear and speak in turn, and mmcy 
ere that, wiO drive me hence as elsewhere they would. 
’Twixt us and him is naught m common, for we no 
longer have aught to do with Argos since that de- 
cree was passed, but we are exiles from our native 
land; how then can he justly drag us back as sub- 
jects of Myceme, seeing that they have banid)ed 
us? For we are strangers. Or do ye claim that every 
exile from Argos is e^ed from the bounds of Hdlas? 
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Not £rom Athens surely; for ne*er will she for fear 
of Argos cirive the children of Heracles from her 
land. Here is no Trachis, not at all; nol nor that 
Achaean town, whence thou, defying justice, but 
boasting of the might of Argos in the very words 
thou now art using, didst drive the suppliants from 
their station at the altar. If this shall be, and they 
thy words approve, why then I trow this is no more 
Athens, the home of freedom. Nay, but I know the 
temper and nature of these citizens; they would 
rather die, for honour ranks before mere life with 
men of worth. Enough of Athens! for excessive praise 
is apt to breed disgust; and oft ere now I have my- 
self felt vexed at praise that knows no bounds. But 
to thee, as ruler of this land, I fain would show the 
reason why thou art bound to save these children. 
Pittheus was the son of Pelops; from him sprung 
iEthra, and from her Theseus thy sire was born. 
And now will I trace back these children's lineage 
for thee. Heracles was son of Zeus and Alcmena; 
Alcmena sprang from Pelops’ daughter; therefore 
thy father and their father would be the sons of 
first cousins. Thus then art thou to them related, 
O Demophon, but thy just debt to them beyond 
the ties of kinship do I now declare to thee; for 1 
assert, in days gone by, I was with Theseus on the 
ship, as their father’s squire, when they went to 
fetch that girdle fraught with death; yea, and from 
Hades* murky dungeons did Heracles bring thy 
father up; as all Hellas doth attest. Wherefore in re- 
turn they crave this boon of thee, that they be not 
surrendered up nor torn by force from the altars of 
thy gods and cast forth from the land. For this were 
shame on thee, and hurtful likewise in thy state, 
should suppliants, exiles, kith and kin of thine, be 
haled away by force. For pity’s sake! cast one glance 
at them. 1 do entreat thee, laying my suppliant 
bough upon thee, by thy hands and beard, slight 
not the sons of Heracles, now that thou hast them 
in thy power to help. Show thyself their kinsman 
and their friend; be to them father, brother, lord; 
for better each and all of these than to fall beneath 
the Argives’ hand. 

Ch, O king, I pity them, hearing their sad lot. 
Now more than ever do I see noble birth o’ercome 
by fortune; for these, though sprung from a noble 
sire, are suffering what they ne’er deserved. 

De, Three aspects of the case constrain me, lolaus, 
not to spurn the guests thou bringest; first and fore- 
most, there is Zeus, at whose altar thou art seated 
with these tender children gathered round thee; 
next come ties of kin, and the debt I owe to treat 
them kindly for their father’s sake; and last, mine 
^'honour, which before all I must regard; for if I per- 
^t this altar to be violently despoiled by stranger 
, iiands, men will think the land I inhabit is free no 
&ore, and that through fear I have surrendered sup- 
bliants to Argives, and this comes nigh to make one 
hang oneself. Would that thou hadst come under a 
r, luckier star! yet, as it is, fear not that any man shall 
, tear thee and these children from the altar by force. 

' Get thee (to Copreus) to Argos and tell Eurys 
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theus so; yea and more, if he have any charge against 
these strangers, he shaU have justice; but never shalt 
thou drag them hence. 

Co. Not even if 1 have right upon my side and 
prove my case? 

De. How can it be right to drag the suppliant 
away by force? 

Co, Well, mine is the disgrace; no harm will come 
to thee. 

De, ’Tis harm to me, if I let them be haled away 
by thee. 

Co, Banish them thyself, and then will I take 
them from elsewhere. 

De, Nature made thee a fool, to think thou knowest 
better than the god. 

Co, It seems then evildoers are to find a refuge 
here. 

De, A temple of the gods is an asylum open to 
the world. 

Co, Maybe they will not take this view in Myfcenae. 
De, What! am I not lord of this domain? 1 
Co, So long as thou injure not the Argives, and if 
wise, thou wilt not. 1 

De, Be injured for all I care, provided I sin not 
against the gods. 1 

Co, 1 would not have thee come to blows with 
Argos. ' 

De, I am of like mind in this; but I will not dis- 
miss these from my protection. 

Co, For all that, I shall take and drag my own 
away. 

De, Why then perhaps thou wilt find a difficulty 
in returning to Argos. 

Co, That shall I soon find out by making the at- 
tempt. ) 

De, Touch them and thou shalt rue it, and that 
without delay. 

Ch, I conjure thee, never dare to strike a herald. 
De. Strike I will, unless that herald learn dis- 
cretion. 

Ch, Depart; and thou, O king, touch him not. 
Co. I go; for *tis feeble fighting with a single arm. 
But I will come again, bringing hither a host of 
Argivc troops, spearmen clad in bronze; for count- 
less warriors arc awaiting my return, and king Eu- 
rystheus in person at their head; anxiously he waits 
the issue here on the borders of Alcathous* realm.^ 
And when he hears thy haughty answer, he will 
burst upon thee, and thy citizens, on this land and 
all that grows therein; for all in vain should we 
possess such hosts of picked young troops in Argos, 
should we forbear to punish thee. 

Exfr COPREUS. 

De. Perdition seize thee! I am not afraid of thy 
Argos. Be very sure thou shalt not drag these sup- 
pliants hence by force, to my shame; for I hold not 
this city subject unto Argos, but independently. 

Ch. *Tis time to use our forethought, ere the host 
of Argos approach our frontier, for exceeding fierce 
are the warriors of Mycenae, and in the present case 
still more than heretofore. For all heralds observe 
^Mcgara. 
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this custom, to exaggerate what happened twofold. 
Bethink thee what a tale he will tell his master of 
dreadful treatment, how he came very near losing 
his life altogether. 

lo. Children have no fairer prize than this, the 
being born of a good and noble sire, and the power 
to wed from noble families; but whoso is enslaved 
by passion and makes a lowborn match, I cannot 
praise for leaving to his children a legacy of shame, 
to gratify himself. For noble birth offers a stouter 
resistance to adversity than base parentage; we, for 
instance, in the last extremity of woe, have found 
friends and kinsmen here, the only champions of 
these children through all the length and breadth 
of this Hellenic world. Give, children, give to them 
your hand, and they the same to you; draw near to 
them. Ahl children, we have made trial of our friends, 
and if ever ye see the path that leads you back to 
your native land, and possess your home and the 
honours of your father, count them ever as your 
friends and saviours, and never lift against their 
land the foeman’s spear, in memory of this, but 
hold this city first midst those ye love. Yea, they 
well deserve your warm regard, in that they have 
shifted from our shoulders to their own the enmity 
of so mighty a land as Argos and its people, though 
they saw we were vagabonds and beggars; still they 
did not give us up nor drive us forth. So while I live, 
and after death, come when it will, loudly will 
I sing thy praise, good friend, and will extol thee as 
1 stand at Theseus* side, and cheer his heart, as I 
tell how thou didst give kind welcome and protec- 
tion to the sons of Heracles, and how nobly thou 
dost preserve thy father’s fame through the length 
of Hellas, and hast not fallen from the high estate, 
to which thy father brought thee, a lot which few 
others can boast; for ’monsgt the many wilt thou 
find one maybe, that is not degenerate from his sire. 

CA. This land is ever ready in an honest cause to 
aid the helpless. Wherefore ere now it hath endured 
troubles numberless for friends, and now in this I 
see a struggle nigh at hand. 

De, Thou hast spoken well, and I feel confident 
their conduct will be such; our kindness will they 
not forget. Now will I muster the citizens and set 
them in array, that I may receive Mycenae’s host 
with serried ranks. But first will I send scouts to 
meet them, lest they fall upon me unawares; for at 
Argof every man is prompt to answer to the call, 
and I will assemble prophets and ordain a sacrifice. 
But do thou leave the altar of Zeus and go with the 
children into the house; for there are those, who 
will care for thee, even though I be abroad. Enter 
then my house, old man. 

lo. I will not leave the altar. Let^ us sit here still, 
praying for the city’s fair success, and when thou 
hast made a glorious end of this struggle, will we go 
unto the house; nor are the gods who champion us 
weaker than the gods of Argos, O king; Hera, wife 

^Or **let us keep our suppliant seat, awaiting the city’s 
success.” 


of Zeus, is their leader; Athena ours. And this 1 say 
is an omen of success, that ^ve have the stronger 
deity, for Pallas will not brook defeat. 

Exit DEMOPHON. 

Ch. Though loud thy boasts, there be others care 
no more for thee for that, O stranger from the land 
of Argos; nor wilt thou scare my soul with swelling 
words. Not yet be this the fate of mighty Athens, 
beauteous town! But thou art void of sense, and so 
is he, who lords it o’er Argos, the son of Sthenelus— 
thou that comest to another state, in no wise weaker 
than Argos, and, stranger that thou art, wouldst 
drag away by force suppliants of the gods, wander- 
ers that cling to my land for help, refusing to yield 
to our king, nor yet having any honest plea to urge. 
How can such conduct count as honourable, at least 
in wise men’s judgment? I am for peace myself; yet 
I tell thee, wicked king, although thou come unto 
my city, thou shalt not get so easily what thou ex- 
pcctest. Thou art not the only man to wield a sword 
or targe with plates of brass. Nay, thou eager war- 
rior, I warn thee, bring not war’s alarms against our 
lovely town; restrain thyself. 

Re-enter demophon. 

lo. My son, why, prithee, art thou returned with 
that anxious look? Hast thou news of the enemy? 
Are they coming, are they here, or what thy tid- 
ings? For of a surety yon herald will not play us 
false. No! sure I am their captain, prosperous here- 
tofore, will come, with thoughts exceeding proud 
against Athens. But Zeus doth punish overweening 
pride. 

De. The host of Argos is come, and Eurystheus 
its king; my own eyes saw him, for the man who 
thinks he knows go^ generalship must see the foe 
not by messengers alone. As yet, however, he hath 
not sent his host into the plain, but camped upon 
a rocky brow, is watching— I only tell thee what I 
think this means— to sec by which road to lead his 
army hither without fighting, and how to take up 
a safe position in this land. However, all my plans 
are by this time carefully laid; the city is under 
arms, the victims stand ready to be slain to every 
god, whose due this is; my seers have filled the 
town wnth sacrifices, to turn the foe to flight and 
keep our country safe. All those who chant pro- 
phetic words have I assembled, and have examined 
ancient oracles, both public and secret, as means to 
save this city. And though the several answers differ 
in many points, yet in one is the sentiment of all 
clearly the same; they bid me sacrifice to Dcmctcr’s 
daughter some maiden from a noble father sprung. 
Now I, though in your cause 1 am as zealous as thou 
scest, yet will not slay my child, nor will I compel 
any of my subjects to do so against his will; for who 
of his own will doth harbour such an evil thought 
as to yield with his own hands the child he loves? 
And now thou mayest see angry gatherings, where 
some declare, ’tis right to stand by suppliant stran- 
gers, while others charge me with folly; but if I do 
this deed, a civil war is then and there on fcx)t. Do 
thou then look to this and help to find a way to save 
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coimtry withoot caus^ mici to 
^ the citiz^s« For I am no despot 
like a barbarian monarch; but povided 1 do what 
is Just, just will my treatment be. 

Ch* On it be that heaven forbids this city to 
help strangers, when it hath the will and longing so 
to do? 

ia. My children, we are even as those mariners, 
who have escaped the storm’s relentless rage, and 
have the land almost within their reach, but after 
ail are driven back from ^ore by tempests to the 
deep again. Even so we, just as we reach the shore 
in seeming safety, are being thrust back from this 
land. Ah me I Why, cruel hope, didst thou then 
cheer my heart, though thou didst not mean to 
make the boon complete? The king may well be 
pardoned, if he will not slay his subjects* children; 
and with my treatment here I am content; if indeed 
’tis heaven’s will, 1 thus should fare, still is my gratis 
tude to thee in no wise lost. Children, I know not 
what to do for you. Whither shall we turn? for what 
god’s altar have we left uncrowned ? to what fenced 
dty have we failed to go? Ruin and surrender arc 
our instant lot, poor children 1 If I must die, ’tis 
naught to me, save that thereby I give those foes of 
mine some cause for joy. But you, children, I lament 
and pity, and that aged mother of your sire, Alc- 
mena. Ah, woe is thee for thy long span of life! and 
woe is me for all my idle toil! ’Twas after all our 
destined doom to hill into the hands of our hated 
foe, and die a death of shame and misery. But lend 
me thine aid, thou knowest how; for all hope of 
these children’s safety has not yet left me. Give me 
up instead of them to the Argives, O king; run no 
ri§k, but let me save the children; to love my life 
b^omes me not; let it pass. Me will Eurystheus be 
most glad to take and treat despitefully, as I was 
Heracles’ companion; for the man is but a boor; 
wherefore wise men ought to pray to get a wise man 
for their foe, and not a proud senseless fool; for so, 
even if by fortune flouted, one would meet with 
much consideration. 

Ch» Old man, blame not this city; for though 
peihaps a gain to us, yet would it be a foul reproach 
that we betrayed strangers. 

De. A generous scheme is thine, but impossible. 
’Tis not in quest of thee yon kmg comes marching 
hither; what would Eurystheus gain by the death 
of one so old ? Nay, *tis these children’s blood he 
wants. For there is danger to a foe in the youthful 
scions of a noble race, whose memory dwells upon 
dieir father’s wrongs; all this Eurystheus must fore- 
see. But if thou hast any scheme besides, that better 
ltdts the time, be ready with it, for, since I heard 
ihat oracle, 1 am at a loss and fuU of fear. 

Enter macaria. 

Maearia. Sirs, impute not boldness to me, be- 
I venture forth; this shall be my first request, 
a woman’s fairest crown is this, to practise silence 
' discretion, and abide at home in peace. But 
. heard thy lameautions, lolaus, I came forth, 

^ tlb&t 1 was not appointed to take the lead in my 


mv brothers are my care, I fiun 

ask, as touching myself, whedkr some new troublct 
added to the former woes, is gnawing at thy heart* 

/o. My daughter, ’tis nothmg new that I should 
praise thee, as I justly may, above all the children of 
Heracles. Our house seemed to be prospering, when 
back it fell again into a hojpeless state; for tne king 
declares the prophets signify that he must order the 
sacrifice, not of bull or heifer, but of some tender 
maid of noble lineage, if we and this city are to 
exist. Herein is our perplexity; the king refuses ei- 
ther to sacrifice his own or any other’s child. Where- 
fore, though he use not terms express, yet doth he 
hint, that, unless we find some way out of this per- 
plexity, we must seek some other land, for he this 
country fain would save. 

Ma. Are these indeed the terms on which our 
safety depends? . 

/o. Yea, on these; if, that is, we are successful 
otherwise. I 

Ma, No longer then cower before the hated Ar- 
give spear; for I, of my own free will, or ever racy 
hid me, am ready to die and offer mysdf as a vioutim. 
For what excuse have we, if, while this city dc^ms 
it right to incur a great danger on our behalf, ^e, 
though we might save ourselves, fly from death, by 
foisting our trouble on others? No! indeed, ’twerc 
surely most ridiculous to sit and mourn as suppliants 
of the gods, and show ourselves but cowards, chil- 
dren as we are of that illustrious sire. Where among 
the brave is such conduct seen ? Better, I suppose, 
this city should be taken and 1 (which Heaven fore- 
fend!) fall into the hands of the enemy, and thra, 
for all 1 am my noble father’s child, meet an awtul 
doom, and face the Death-god none the less. Shall 
1 wander as an exile from tms land ? Shall I not feel 
shame then, when someone says, as say they will, 
“Why are ye come hither with suppliant boughs, 
loving your lives too well? Begone from our land! 
for we will not succour cowards.’’ Nay, if these be 
slam and I alone be saved, I have no hope in any 
wise of being happy, though many ere now have in 
this hope betrayed their friends. For who will care 
to wed a lonely maid or make me mother of his 
children? ’Tis better I should die than meet such 
treatment, little as I merit it. This were fitter treat- 
ment for some other, one that is not born to fame as 
I am. Conduct me to the scene of death, crown me 
with garlands, and begin the rites, if so it please 
you; then be victorious o’er the foe, for here I offer 
my life freely and without constraint, and for my 
brothers and myself 1 undertake to die. For I, by 
loving not my life too well, have found a treasure 
very foir, a glorious means to leave it. 

Ch. Ah, what shall I say on hearing the maid's 
brave words, she that is ready to die for ker broth- 
ers? Who can speak more ntmle words or do more 
noble deeds henceforth for ever? 

lo. Daughter, thou art his own true child, no 
other man’s but Heracles’, that godUke soul; proud 
am 1 of thy words, though I sorrow for thy tot. Yet 
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^ I propoie a fairer method: *tis right to rummon 
hither all the sisters of this maiden, and then list 


hoTy on whom the Jot ibaHl fall, die for her family; 
for that thou shotildst die without the lot is not 
|ust. 

Ma. My death shall no chance lot decide; there 
is no graciousness in that; peacel old friend. But if 
ye accept and will avail you of my readiness, freely 
do I o^r my life for these, and without constraint. 

lo. Ah, this is even nobler than thy former word; 
that was matchless, but thou dost now surpass thy 
bravery and noble speech. 1 cannot bid, will not 
forbid thy dying, O my daughter! for by thy death 
thou dost thy brothers serve. 

Ma* A cautious bidding thinel Fear not to take a 
stain of guilt from me; only let me die as one whose 
death is free. Follow me, old friend, for in thy arms 
I fain would die; stand by and veil my body with 
my robe, for 1 will go even to the dreadful doom of 
sacrifice, seeing whose daughter I avow myself. 

lo, I cannot stand by and see thee bleed. 

Ma* At least do thou beg me this boon of the 
king, that I may br^the out my life in women’s 
arms instead of men’s. 

De* It shall be so, unhappy maid; for this were 
shame to me to refuse thee honour due, for many 
reasons: because thou hast a soul so brave; because 
’tis right; and thou hast shown more courage than 
any of thy sex my eyes have ever seen. Now, if thou 
hast aught to say to these children or thy aged 
guide, ohl say the last thou hast to say —then go. 

Exit* 

Ma. Farewell, old fnend, farewell 1 and prithee 
teach these children to be like thyself, wise at every 
point; let them strive no further, for that will suffice 
them. And seek to save them from death, even as 
thou art anxious to do; thy children are we, thy 
care it was that nurtured us. Thou seest how I yield 
my bridal bloom to die for them. For you, my 
brothers gathered here, may you be happy! and 
may every blessing be yours, tor the which my blood 
shall pay the price! Honour this old friend, and her 
that is within the house, Alcmena, the aged mother 
of my sire, and these strangers too. And if ever 
heaven for you devise release from trouble and a 
return to your home, remember the burial due to 
her that saved you, a funeral fair as 1 deserve; for I 
have not failed, but stood by you, and died to save 
my race. This shall be my pearl of price instead of 
cmldren, and for the maiden life I leave, if there be 
really an^t beyond the grave— God grant there 
may not bel For it e’en mere, we who arc to die 
shall find a life of care, 1 know not whither one shall 
turn; for death is held a sovereign cure for every ill. 

io. Maiden of heroic soul, transcending all thy 
race* be sure the fame that thou shalt win from us, 
in. life, in death, shall leave the rest of women far 
behind; farewell to thee! I dare not say harsh words 
of her to whom thou art devoted, the goddess- 
(faughter of Demeter* {Exit macaria) Children, 1 
am tindonc, grief unnerves my limbs; take hold and 
aopport me toasmt hard by, when ye have drawn 


my niiande o^er my face, my mac. Pat 1 am grieved 
at what hadi happened, ami yet, were it not fid- 
filled, we could not live; thus were the miseturf 
worse, thou^ this is grief enough. 

CA. Without the will of heaven none is blest, 
none curst, ! do maintain; nor doth the same house 
for ever tread the path of bliss; for one kind of 
fortune follows hard upon another; one man it brings 
to naught from his high estate, another dmu^ of 
no account it crowns with happiness. To shun what 
fate decrees, is no wise permittml; none by cunning 
shall thrust it from him; but he, who vainly would 
do so, shall have unceasing trouble. Then fall not 
prostrate thou, but bear what heaven sends, and 
set a limit to thy soul’s grief; for she, poor maid! in 
dying for her brothers and this land, hath won a 
glorious death, and mlendid fame shall be her meed 
urom all mankind; tor virtue’s path leads through 
troublous ways. Worthy of her father, worthy of 
her noble birth is this conduct. And if thou dost 
honour the virtuous dead, 1 share with thee that 
sentiment. 

Enter servant. 

Servant* All hail, ye children! Where is aged lolatis? 
where the mother of your sire, absent uom their 
place at this altar? 

Io* Here am 1, so far as I can be present at all. 

Se. Why dost thou lie there? Why t^at down- 
cast look ? 

lo* There is come a sorrow on my house, whereby 
I am distressed. 

Se* Arise, lift up thy head. 

lo. I am old, and all my strength is gone. 

Se. But 1 come with tidings of great joy for thee. 

lo. Who art thou ? Where have 1 met thee ? I have 
no remembrance. 

5e. I am a vassal of Hyllus; dost not recognize me 
now? 

lo. Best of friends, art thou come to save us twain 
from hurt? 

Se. Assuredly; and moreover thou art lucky in 
the present case. 

lo. Alcmena, mother of a noble son, to thee 1 call! 
come forth, hear this welcome news. For long has 
smguish caused thee inwardly to waste, wondering 
if those, who now are here, would ever come. 

Enter alcmena. 

Alcmena* What means that shout, that echoes 
throughout the house? Hath there come yet a 
aid from Argos, O lolaus, and is he treating thee 
with violence? Feeble is any strength of mine; yet 
thus much let me tell thee, stranger, never, whibt 
1 live, shalt thou drag them hence. Shouldst thou 
succe^, no more let me be thought the mother of 
that hero. And if thou lay a finger on them, thou 
wilt struggle to thy shame with two aged foes, 

lo* Courage, aged dame, fear not; not from Argos 
is a herald come, with hostile messages. 

Al* Why then didst raise a cry, fear’s harbinger ? 

lo* 1 called thee to come to me in front of this 
temple. 

M. 1 know not what it means; who is this? 
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Jo. A messenger who says thy grandson cometh 
hither. 

All hail to thee for these thy tidings! But why is 
he not here, where is he? if in this land he hath set 
foot. What hath happened to keep him from com- 
ing hither with thee, to cheer my heart? 

Se, He is posting the army he brought with him, 
and seeing it marshalled. 

AL Then have I no concern herein. 

Jo. Yes, thou hast; though it is my business to 
inquire into these matters. 

Se, What then wouldsi thou learn of these events? 

Jo. About how many allies has he with him ? 

Se, A numerous force; I cannot otherwise describe 
the number. 

lo. The leaders of the Athenians know this, I 
suppose? 

Se, They do; already is their left wing set in array. 

lo. Is then the host already armed for battle ? 

Se, Yea, and already are the victims brought near 
the ranks. 

lo. About what distance is the Argive host from us ? 

Se, Near enough for their general to be plainly 
seen. 

lo. What is he about? marshalling the enemy’s 
line? 

Se, So we guessed; we could not hear exactly. But 
I must go, for I would not that my master should 
engage the foe without me, if I can help it. 

lo, I also will go with thee; for I like thee am 
minded, so it seems, to be there and help my friends. 

Se, It least of all becomes thee thus to utter words 
of folly. 

lo. Far less to shrink from sharing with my friends 
the stubborn fight. 

Se. Mere looks can wound no one, if the arm do 
naught. 

lo. Why, cannot I smite even through their shields ? 

Se. Smite perhaps, more likely be smitten thy- 
self. 

lo. No foe will dare to meet me fiace to face. 

Se, Friend, the strength, that erst was thine, is 
thine no more. 

lo. Well, at any rate, I will fight with as many as 
ever I did. 

Se. Small the weight thou canst throw into the 
balance for thy friends. 

lo. Detain me not, when I have girded myself for 
action. 

Se, The power to act is thine no more, the will 
maybe is there. 

lo. Stay here I will not, say what else thou wilt. 

Se, How shalt thou show thyself before the troops 
unarmed ? 

lo. There be captured arms within this shrine; 
these will I use, and, if I live, restore; and, if I am 
slain, the god will not demand them of me back. 
Go thou within, and from its peg take down a suit 
of armour and forthwith bring ii to me. To linger 
thus at home is infamous, while some go fight, and 
others out of cowardice remain behind. 

Exit SERVANT. 
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Ch, Not yet hath time laid low thy spirit, ’tis 
young as ever; but thy body’s strength is gone. Why 
toil to no purpose? ’Twill do thee hurt and benefit 
our city little. At thy age thou shouldst confess thy 
error and let impossibilities alone. Thou canst in no 
way get thy vigour back again. 

Al. What means this mad resolve to leave me 
with my children undefended here? 

lo. Men must fight; and thou must look to them. 

Al. And what if thou art slain ? what safety shall 
I find? 

lo. Thy son’s surviving children will care for thee. 

Al. Suppose they meet with some reverse? which 
Heaven forefcndl 

lo. These strangers will not give thee up, fear not. 

Al, They are my last and only hope, I have no 
other. 

lo, Zeus too, I feel sure, cares for thy sufferings. 

Al, Ah I of Zeus will I never speak ill, but himself 
doth know, whether he is just to me. j 

Exit ALCMENA. Re-enter servant. 

Se. Lo! here thou seest a full coat of mail! make 
haste to case thyself therein; for the strife ismigh, 
and bitterly doth Ares loathe loiterers; but ifl thou 
fear the weight of the armour, go for the present 
without it, and in the ranks do on this gear; n^ean- 
time will I carry it. 

lo. Well said! keep the harness ready to my hand, 
put a spear within my grasp, and support me on the 
left side, guiding my steps. 

Se, Am I to lead this warrior like a child ? 

lo. To save the omen, we must go without stum- 
bling. 

Se, Would thy power to act were equal to thy 
zeal! 

lo. Hasten; I shall feel it grievously, if I am too 
late for the battle. 

Se. ’Tis thou who art slow, not I, though thou 
fanciest thou art doing wonders. 

lo. Dost not mark how swift my steps are hasting? 

Se. I mark more seeming than reality in thy haste. 

lo. Thou wilt tell a different tale when thou seest 
me there. 

Se. What shall I see thee do? I wish thee all suc- 
cess, at any rate. 

lo. Thou shalt see me smite some focman through 
the shield. 

Se. Perhaps, if ever we get there. I have my fears 
of that. 

lo. Ah! would to Heaven that thou, mine arm, 
e’en as I remember thee in thy lusty youth, when 
with Heracles thou didst sack Sparta, couldst so 
champion me to-day! how I would put Eurystheus 
to flight! since he is too craven to wait the on- 
slaught. For prosperity carries with it this error too, 
a reputation for bravery; for we think the prosper- 
ous man a master of all knowledge. Exeunt. 

Ch. O earth, and moon that shines by night, and 
dazzling radiance of the god, that giveth light to 
man, bear the tidings to me, shout aloud to heaven 
for joy, and beside our ruler’s throne, and in the 
shrine of grey-eyed Athene. For my fatherland and 
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home will I soon decide the issue of the strife with 
the gleaming sword, because 1 have taken suppliants 
under my protection. Tis a fearful thing, that a 
city prosperous as Mycenae is, one famed for martial 
prowess, should harbour wrath against my land; 
still, my countrymen, it were a shameful thing in 
us to yield up suppliant strangers at the bidding of 
Argos. Zeus is on my side, 1 am not afraid; Zeus 
hath a favour unto me, as is my due; never by me 
shall gods be thought weaker than mortal men. O 
dread goddess,^ thine the soil whereon we stand, thine 
this city, for thou art its mother, queen, and saviour; 
wherefore turn some other way the impious king, 
who leadeth a host from Argos with brandished lance 
against this land; for, such my worth, I little merit 
exile from my home. For thy worship* is aye per- 
formed with many a sacrifice, and never art thou 
forgotten as each month draweth to its close, when 
young voices sing and dancers’ music is heard abroad, 
while on our wind-swept hill goes up the cry of joy 
to the beat of maidens* feet by night. 

Enter alcmena and servant. 

Se, Mistress, the message that I bring is very 
short for thee to hear and fair for me, who stand 
before thee, to announce. O’er our foes we arc vic- 
torious, and trophies are being set up, with pano- 
plies upon them, taken from thy enemies. 

AL Best of friends! this day hath wrought thy 
liberty by reason of these tidings. But there still 
remains one anxious thought thou dost not free me 
from, a thought of fear: are those, whose lives I 
cherish, spared to me? 

Se, They arc, and high their fame through all the 
army spreads. 

AL The old man lolaus—is he yet alive? 

Se. Aye, that he is, a hero whom the gods delight 
to honour. 

AL How so ? Did he perform some deed of prowess ? 

Se. He hath passed from age to youth once more. 

Al. Thy tale is passing strange; but first I would 
that thou shouldst tell me, how our friends won the 
day. 

Se. One speech of mine puts it all clearly before 
thee. When we had deployed our troops and mar- 
shalled them face to face with one another, Hyllus 
dismounted from his four-horsed chariot and stood 
midway betwixt the hosts. Then cried he, “Cap- 
tain, who art come from Argos, why cannot wc 
leave this land alone ? No hurt wilt thou do Mycenae, 
if of one man thou rob her; come! meet me in single 
combat, and, if thou slay me, take the children of 
Heracles away with thee, but, if thou fall, leave me 
to possess my ancestral honours and my home.” 
The host cri^ yes! saying the scheme he offered 
was a fair one, both to rid them of their trouble and 
satisfy their valour. But that other, feeling no shame 
before those who heard the challenge or at his own 
cowardice, quailed, general though he was, to come 
within reach of the stubborn spear, showing him- 

^Pallas. 

*The festival of the PaDatbenaca. 


self an abject coward; yet with such a spirit he came 
to enslave the children of Heracles. Then did Hyllus 
withdraw to his own ranks agiin, and the prophets 
seeing that no reconciliation would be effected by 
single combat, began the sacrifice without delay and 
forthwith let flow from a human throat auspicious 
streams of blood. And some were mounting cnariots, 
while others couched beneath the shelter of their 
shields, and the king of the Athenians, as a highborn 
chieftain should, would exhort his host: “Fellow- 
citizens, the land, that feeds you and that gave you 
birth, demands to-day the help of every man.” Like- 
wise Eurystheus besought his allies that they should 
scorn to sully the fame of Argos and Mycenae. Anon 
the Etrurian trumpet sounded loud and clear, and 
hand to hand they rushed ; then think how loudly 
clashed their ringing shields, what din arose of cries 
and groans confused! At first the onset of the Ar- 
give spearmen broke our ranks; then they in turn 
gave ground; next, foot to foot and man to man, 
they fought their stubborn fray, many falling the 
while. And either chief cheered on his men, “Sons 
of Athens! Ye who till the fields of Argos! ward from 
your land disgrace.” Do all we could, and spite of 
every effort, scarce could we turn the Argive line 
in flight. When lo! old lolaus sees Hyllus starting 
from the ranks, whereon he lifts his hands to him 
with a prayer to take him up into his chariot. There- 
on he seized the reins and went hard after the horses 
of Eurystheus. From this point onward must I speak 
from hearsay, though hitherto as one whose own 
eyes saw. For as he was crossing Pallene’s hill, sacred 
to the goddess Athene, he caught sight of Eurys- 
theus’ chariot, and prayed to Hebe and to Zeus, 
that for one single day he might grow young again 
and wreak his vengeance on his foes. Now must 
thou hear a wondrous tale: two stars settled on the 
horses’ yokes and threw the chariot into dark shadow, 
which — at least so say our wiser folk — were thy son 
and Hebe; and from that muiky gloom appeared 
that aged man in the form of a youth with strong 
young arms; then by the rocks of Sciron the hero 
lolaus o’ertakes Eurystheus’ chariot. And he bound 
his hands with gyves, and is bringing that chieftain 
once so prosperous as a trophy hither, whose for- 
tune now doth preach a lesson, clear as day, to all 
the sons of men, that none should envy him, who 
seems to thrive, until they see his death; for for- 
tune’s moods last but a day. 

Ch, O Zeus, who puttest my foes to flight, now 
may I behold the day that frees me from cruel fear I 

AL At last, O Zeus, hast thou turned a favouring 
eye on my affliction; yet do I thank thee for what 
has happened. And though ere this 1 did not believe 
my son was gathered to the gods, now am I con- 
vinced thereof. My children, now at last from toil 
shall ye be free, free from him, whom hideous death 
awaits, Eurystheus; now shall ye behold your fa- 
ther’s city, and set foot in the land of your inherit- 
ance, and sacrifice to those ancestral gods, from whom 
ye have been debarred and forced to lead in stran- 
gers’ lands a life of wretched vagrancy. But tell me> 
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jftge |)iifpo8e lobus nursed in his heait» that 
he the life of Eurystheus, hr to my tmnd 
this Is no wisdom, to catch a foe and wreak no venge-^ 
jmcc on him. 

Se. *Twas his regard for thee, that thou might’st 
aee him stil^ect to thy hand, and triumph o’er him. 
Rest assured, *twas no willing prisoner he made, but 
by strong constraint he bound him, for Eurystheus 
wate loth indeed to come alive into thy presence and 
pay his penalty. Farewell, my aged mistress; I pray 
thee remember thy first promise when I was begin* 
ning my story; set me free; for, at such a time as 
this, sincerity becometh noble lips. Exit seuvant. 

Ch. Sweet is the dance to me, whenso the clear* 
toned flute and lovely Aphrodite shed grace upon 
the feast; and a joyful thing too it is, I trow, to 
witness the good lu^ of friends, who till then ne*er 
dreamt of it. For numerous is the offspring of Fate, 
that bringeth all to pass, and of Time, the son of 
Cronos. Thine is the path of justice, O my city; 
this must no man wrest from thee, thy reverence 
for the gods, and, whoso denieth it of thee, draws 
nigh to frenzy's goal, with these plain proofs in 
view. Yea, for the god proclaims it clearly, by cut- 
ting short the bad man’s pride in every case. In 
heaven, mother, lives thy son, passed from earth 
away; that he went down to Hades' halls, his body 
burnt by the fire's fierce flame, is past belief; in 
golden halls reclined he has to wife Hebe, lovely 
nymph. Thou, O Hymen, hast honoured them, 
c&ldren both of Zeus. Things for the most part 
form a singe chain; for instance, men say Athene 
used to champion their father, and now the citizens 
of that goddess have saved his children, and checked 
the insolence of him, whose heart preferred vio- 
lence to justice. God save me from such arrogance, 
such greed of soul! 

Enter messenger, with eurystheus, hound. 

Messenger, Mistress, though thine eyes see him, 
yet will 1 announce we have brought Eurystheus 
hither for thy pleasure, an unexpected sight for 
him no less a chance he ne’er foresaw; for little he 
thought of ever falling into thy hands, what time 
he marched from Mycenae with his toil-worn war- 
riors, to sack Athens, thinking himself far above 
ficMrtune. But a power divine hath reversed our des- 
tinies, changing their p^ition. Now Hyllusand brave 
lolaus I left raising an image to Zeus, who routs the 
foe, for their triumphant victory, whilst they bid 
me bring this prisoner to thee, wishing to gladden 
thy heart; for 'tis the sweetest sight to see a foe fall 
on evil days after prosperity. 

AL Art come, thou hateful wretch? Hath Justice 
caught thee then at last? First, turn thy head this 
Way to me, and endure to look thy enemies in the 
face, for thou art no more the ruler, but the slave. 
Alt' thou the man— for this I foin would learn— 
Wte didst presume to heap thy insults on my son, 
whin iSdw is where he is, thou miscreant ? What out- 
didst thou abstain from putting upon him? 
Thou that didst make him go down alive even to 
Hades, and wouldst send him with an order to day 
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hydri» anef &^a? lliy oiher ovil^schmes 1 foendon 
not, for to tdl them were a tedious task for me, Nor. . 
did it content thee to venture thus far only; iusl 
but from all Hellas wouldst thou drive me am my 
children, heaven's suppliants though we were, grey- 
heads some of us, and some still tender babes. But 
here hast thou found men and a free dty, that 
feared not thee. Die in torment must thou, and 
e'en so wilt thou gain in every way, for one death 
is not thy due, after all the sorrow thou hast 
caused. 

Me, Thou mayst not slay him. 

Al, Then have we taken him captive in vain. But 
say, what law forbids his death? 

Me, It is not the will of the rulers of this land. 

Al. Why, what is this? Do they not approve of 
slaying enemies? 

Me, Not such as they have taken alive in battle. 

Al, Did Hyllus uphold this decision ? j 

Me, He, I suppose, ought to have disobey the 
law of the land. \ 

Al, The prisoner's life ought not to havd been 
spared a moment. \ 

Me. It was then that he was wronged, by not 
being slain at first. A 

Al, Why, then, he is still in time to pa}^ his 
penalty. 

Me. There is no one who will slay him now. 

Al. I will; and yet I count myself someone. 

Me, Well, thou wilt incur great blame, if thou 
do this deed. 

Al. I love this city well; that cannot be gainsaid. 
But since this man hath fallen into my power, no 
mortal hand shall wrest him from me. Wherefore 
let who will, call me the woman bold, with thoughts 
too high for her sex; yet shall this deed be brought 
to pass by me. 

Ch. Lady, full well I understand thou hast a dire 
quarrel with this man, and 'tis pardonable. 

Eurystheus, Woman, be sure I will not flatter thee 
nor say aught to save my life, that can give any oc- 
casion for a charge of cowardice. It was not of my 
own free will I took this quarrel up; I am aware that 
1 was born thy cousin, and kinsman to Heracles, 
thy son; but whether I would or no, Hera, by her 
power divine, caused me to be afflicted thus. Still, 
when I undertook to be his foe, and when I knew I 
had to enter on this struggle, I set myself to devise 
trouble in plenty, and ou from time to lime my 
midnight communing bore fruit, scheming how to 
push aside and slay my foes, and for the future 
divorce myself from fear; for 1 knew that son of 
thine was no mere cipher, but a man indeed; yea, 
for, though he was my foe, 1 will speak well of him, 
because he was a man of worth. Now, after he was 
taken hence, was I not forced, by reason of these 
children's hatred, and beciause I was conscious of an 
hereditary feud, to leave no stone unturned by slay- 
ing, bani^ing, and plotting against them? So fopg 
as I did so, my safety was assured. Suppose thyseu 
hadst had my lot, wouldst not thou have set to 
harassing the lion's angry whelps, instead of letting 
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tiubn dwdl «t Arj^ imdistiirbed? Tlioit ivUt not 
persuade i» otlierwise. Now therefore, since they 
did not day me then, when 1 was prepared to die, 
by the laws of Hellas xny death becomes a curse on 
him, who slays me now. The city wisely let me go, 
in thzt die r^rded the gods more than her hatred 
of me. Thou hast had my answer to thy words; 
henceforth must 1 be called avenging spirit and noble 
hero too.^ *Tis even thus with me; to die have 1 no 
wish, but, if 1 leave my life, 1 shall in no way be 
grieved. 

Ck. Alcmena, foin I would advise thee somewhat; 
let this man go, for *tis the city’s will. 

AL Suppose he die, and yet I obey the city? 

Ch. TMt would be best of all; but how can this 
be? 

AL I will teach thee easily. I will slay him and 
then give up his corpse to those of his friends, who 
come for it, for, as regards his body, I will not dis- 
obey the state; but by his death shall he pay me the 
penalty. 

Eu, Slay me, I do not ask thee for mercy; yet 
since this city let me go and shrunk from slaying 
me, I will reward it with an old oracle of Loxias, 
which in time will benefit them more than doth 
appear. Bury my body after death in its destined 

if.A I will meet my doom like a hero, and haunt you 
after death. 


mve sn ixoat of the shdne of the virgin goddes^ at 
Fallene. And I will be thy friend and guai^n ci 
thy city for ever, where I lie buried in a foreign soil, 
but a bitter foe to these children’s descendants, 
whensoe’er with gathered host they come against 
this land, traitors to your kindness now; suw are 
the stran|ers ye have championed. Why then came 
I hither, if 1 knew all this, instead of regarding ^e 
god’s oracle? Because I thought, that Hera was 
mightier far than any oracle, and would not betray 
me. Waste no drink-offerinf; on my tomb, nor sfnU 
the victim’s blood; for I will requite them for my 
treatment here with a journey they shall rue; and 
ye shall have double gain for me, for I will help you 
and harm them by my death. 

AL Why, why delay to kill this man, after hear- 
ing this, since this is needed to secure the safety of 
your city and your children ? Himself points out the 
safest road. Ihough the man is now our foe, yet 
after death b he our gain. Away with him, ye serv- 
ants, and cast him to the dogs when ye have slain 
him. Think not thou shalt live to cast me forth from 
my native land again. 

Exeunt messenger with burystheus. 

Ch, 1 agree. Lead on, servants. Our conduct shall 
bring no stain of guilt upon our rulers. 

Exeunt omne$« 
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Mthka 

Chorus of Argive 
Mothers 
Theseus 
Adrastus 


Herald 

Messenger 

Evadne 

Iphis 

Children 


Athena 


The Temple of Demeter at Eleusis. Enter vethra, 

ADRASTUS» and CHORUS OF ARGIVE MOTHERS. 

AEtkra. O Demeter, guardian of this Eleusinian 
land, and ye servants of the goddess who attend her 
fane, grant happiness to me and my son Theseus, to 
the city of Athens and the country of Pittheus, 
wherein my father reared me, yEthra, in a happy 
home, and gave me in marriage to yEgeus, Pandion’s 
son, according to the oracle of Loxias. This prayer 
I make, when I behold these aged dames, who, leav- 
ing their homes in Argos, now throw themselves 
with suppliant branches at my knees in their awful 
trouble; for around the gates of Cadmus have they 
lost their seven noble sons, whom on a day Adrastus, 
king of Argos, led thither, eager to secure for exiled 
Polynices, his son-in-law, a share in the heritage of 
CEdipus; so now their mothers would bury in the 
grave the dead, whom the spear hath slain, but the 
victors prevent them and will not allow them to 
take up the corpses, spurning Heaven’s laws. Here 
lies Adrastus on the ground with streaming eye, 
sharing with them the burden of their prayer to me, 
and bemoaning the havoc of the sword and the sorry 
fete of the warriors whom he led from their homes. 
And he doth urge me use entreaty, to persuade my 
son to take up the dead and help to bury them, 
either by winning words or force of arms, laying on 
my son and on Athens this task alone. Now it 
chanced, that 1 had left my house and come to offer 
sacrifice on behalf of the earth’s crop at this shrine, 
where first the fruitful corn showed its bristling 
shocks above the soil. And here at the holy altars of 
the twain goddesses. Demeter and her daughter, I 
wait, holding these sprays of foliage, a bond that 
bindeth not, in compassion for these childless moth- 
ers, hoary with age, and from reverence for the 
sacred fillets. To call Theseus hither is my herald to 
the city gone, that he may rid the land of that 
which grieveth them, or loose these my suppliant 
bonds, with pious observance of the gods* will; for 
such as are discreet amongst women should in all 
cases invoke the aid of men. 

Ch. At thy knees 1 fell, aged dame, and my old 
lijps beseech thee; arise, rescue from the slain my 
children’s bodies, whose limbs, by death relaxed. 


are left a prey to savage mountain beasts, beholding 
the bitter tears which spring to my eyes and my old 
wrinkled skin torn by my hands; for what can I do 
else? who never' laid out my children dead within 
my halls, nor now behold their tombs heaped up 
with earth. Thou too, honoured lady, once k son 
didst bear, crowning thy lord’s marriage with lond 
joy; then share, O share with me thy mother’s feel- 
ings, in such measure as my sad heart grieves for\my 
own dead sons; and persuade thy son, whose aid We 
implore, to go unto the river Ismenus, there to place 
within my hapless arms the bodies of my children, 
slain in their prime and left without a tomb. Though^ 
not as piety enjoins, yet from sheer necessity I have 
come to the fire-crowned altars of the gods, felling 
on my knees with instant supplication, for my cause 
is just, and ’tis in thy power, blest as thou art in thy 
children, to remove from me my woe; so in my sore 
distress I do beseech thee of my misery place in my 
hands my son’s dead body, that I may throw my 
arms about his hapless limbs. 

Semi-Chorus. Behold a rivalry in sorrow! woe 
takes up the tale of woe; hark! thy servants beat 
their breasts. Come ye who join the mourners’ wail, 
come, O sympathetic band, to join the dance, which 
Hades honours; let the pearly nail be stained red, as 
it rends your checks, let your skin be streaked with 
gore; for honours rendered to the dead are a credit 
to the living. Sorrow’s charm doth drive me wild, 
insatiate, painful, endless, even as the trickling stream 
that gushes from some steep rock’s face; for ’tis wo- 
man’s way to fell a-weeping o’er the cruel calamity 
of children dead. Ah me! would 1 could die and for- 
get my anguish! Enter theseus. 

Theseus. What is this lamentation that 1 hear, this 
beating of the breast, these dirges for the dead, with 
cries that echo from thirshrine ? How fluttering fear 
disquiets me, lest haply my mother have gotten 
some mischance, in quest of whom I come, tor she 
hath been long absent from home. Ha! what now? 
A strange sight challenges my speech; I see my aged 
mother sitting at the altar and stranger dames are 
with her, who in various note proclaim their woe; 

^Because they had arrived during a festival and their 
supplication at such a time was a bra omen. 
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from aged ^e$ the piteous tear is starting to the 
ground, their hair is shorn, their robes are not the 
robes of joy. What means it, mother ? ’Tis thine to 
make it plain to me, mine to listen; yea, for I expect 
some tidings strange. 

/E. My son, these arc the mothers of those chief- 
tains seven, who fell around the gates of Cadmus* 
town. With suppliant boughs they keep me pris- 
oner, as thou seest, in their midst. 

Th. And who is yonder man, that moaneth pite- 
ously in the gateway ? 

Adrastus, they inform me, king of Argos. 

Th, Are those his children, those boys who stand 
round him? 

Not his, but the sons of the fallen slain. 

Th, Why are they come to us, with suppliant 
hand outstretched ? 

M, I know; but *tis for them to tell their story, 
my son. 

Th, To thee, in thy mantle muffled, I address my 
inquiries; unveil thy head, let lamentation be, and 
speak; for naught can be achieved save through the 
utterance of thy tongue. 

Adrastus, Victorious prince of the Athenian realm, 
Theseus, to thee and to thy city 1, a suppliant, 
come. 

Th. What seekest thou ? What need is thine? 

Ad. Dost know how I did lead an expedition to 
its ruin ? 

Th, Assuredly; thou didst not pass through Hel- 
las, all in silence. 

Ad. There I lost the pick of Argos’ sons, 

Th. These are the results of that unhappy war. 

Ad. I went and craved their bodies from Thebes. 

Th. Didst thou rely on heralds, Hermes’ servants, 
in order to bury them ? 

Ad, I did; and even then their slayers said me nay, 

Th. Why, what say they to thy just request? 

Ad, Say I Success makes them forget how to bear 
their fortune. 

Th, Art come to me then for counsel? or where- 
fore? 

Ad, With the wish that thou, O Theseus, shouldst 
recover the sons of the Argives. 

Th, Where is your Argos now ? were its vauntings 
all in vain ? 

Ad. Defeat and ruin are our lot. To thee for aid 
we come. 

Th. Is this thy own private resolve, or the wish of 
all the city? 

Ad, The sons of Danaus, one and all, implore thee 
to bury the dead. 

Th, Why didst lead thy seven armies against 
Thebes ? 

Ad. To confer that favour on the husbands of my 
daughters twain. 

Th. To which of the Argives didst thou give thy 
daughters in marriage ? 

Ad. 1 made no match for them with kinsmen of 
my family. 

Th. What! didst give Argivc maids to foreign 
lords? 


1^179 

Ad. Yea, to Tydeus, and to Polynices, who was 
Theban-born. i 

Th. What induced thee to select this alliance? 

Ad. Dark riddles of Phoebus stole away my judg- 
ment. 

Th, What said Apollo to determine the maidens* 
marriage ? 

Ad, That 1 should give my daughters twain to a 
wild boar and a lion. 

Th, How dost thou explain the message of the 
god? 

Ad. One night came to my door two exiles. 

Th. The name of each declare; thou art speaking 
of both together. 

Ad. They fought together, Tydeus with Poly- 
nices. 

Th. Didst thou give thy daughters to them as to 
wild beasts? 

Ad, Yea, for, as they fought, I likened them to 
those monsters twain. 

Th. Why had they left the borders of their native 
land and come to thee ? 

Ad, Tydeus was exiled for the murder of a kins- 
man. 

Th. Wherefore had the son of CEdipus left Thebes ? 

Ad. By reason of his father’s curse, not to spill his 
brother’s blood. 

Th. Wise no doubt that voluntary cxite. 

Ad. But those who stayed at home were for injur- 
ing the absent. 

Th. What! did brother rob brother of his inherit- 
ance? 

Ad. To avenge this I set out; hence my ruin. 

Th. Didst consult seers, and gaze into the flame 
of burnt-offerings ? 

Ad. Ah me! thou pressest on the very point, 
wherein 1 most did fail. 

Th. It seems thy going was not favoured by 
heaven. 

Ad. Worse; I went in spite even of Amphiaraus. 

Th, And so heaven lightly turned its face from 
thee. 

Ad. I was carried away by the clamour of younger 
men. 

Th. Thou didst favour courage instead of discre- 
tion. 

Ad. True; and many a general owes defeat to that, 
O king of Athens, bravest of the sons of Hellas, 1 
blush to throw myself upon the ground and clasp 
thy knees, I a grey-haired king, blest in days gone 
by; yet needs must I yield to my misfortunes. I pray 
thee save the dead; have pity on my sorrows and on 
these, the mothers of the slain, whom hoary eld 
finds reft of their sons; yet they endured to journey 
hither and tread a foreign soil with aged tottering 
steps, bearing no embassy to Demeter’s mysteries; 
only seeking burial for their dead, which lot should 
have been theirs, e’en burial by the hands of sons 
still in their prime. And ’tis wise in the rich to see 
the poor man’s poverty, and in the poor man to 
turn ambitious eyes toward the rich, that so he may 
himself indulge a longing for property; and they, 
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be in a game of draughts; for the city, whence I sinks yon blazing sun, and attempt not violently to 

cotine, is ruled by one man only, not by the mob; take up the dead, seeing thou hast naught to do with 

none there puffs up the citizens with specious words, the city of Argos. And if thou wilt hearken to me, 

and for his own advantage twists them this way or thou s^lt bring thy barque of state into port un- 

that, one moment dear to them and lavish of his harmed by the billows; but if not, fierce shall the 

favours, the next a banc to all ; and yet by fresh calum- surge of battle be, that we and our allies shall raise, 
nies of others he hides his former ^ilures and escapes Take good thought, nor, angered at my words, be- 
punishment. Besides, how shall the people, if it can- cause forsooth thou rulest thy city with freedom, 
not form true judgments, be able rightly to direct return a vaunting answer from thy feebler means, 
the state? Nay, *tis time, not haste, tliat affords a Hope is man’s curse; many a state hath it involved 
better understanding. A poor hind, granted he be in strife, by leading them into excessive rage. For 
not all unschooled, would still be unable from his whenso the city has to vote on the question of war, 
toil to give his mind to politics. Verily the better no man ever takes his own death into account, but 
sort count it no healthy sign when the worthless man shifts this misfortune on to his neighbour; but if 
obtains a reputation by beguiling with words the death had been before their eyes when they were 
populace, though aforetime he was naught. giving their votes, Hellas would ne’er have rushed 

Th» This herald is a clever fellow, a dabbler in the to her doom in mad desire for battle. And yet 
art of talk. But since thou hast thus entered the each man amongst us knows which of the two to 
lists with me, listen awhile, for ’twas thou didst chal- prefer, the good or ill, and how much better peace 
Icnge a discussion. Naught is more hostile to a city is for mankind'tHan war-peace, the Muses’ chiefest 

than a despot; where he is, there are in the first friend, the foe of sorrow, whose joy is in glad throngs 

place no laws common to all, but one man is tyrant, of children, and its delight in prosperity. The% are 

in whose keeping and in his alone the law resides, the blessings we cast away and wickedly embark on 

and in that case equality is at an end. But when the war, man enslaving his weaker brother, and ernes 

laws are written down, rich and poor alike have following suit. Now thou art helping our foes even 
equal justice, and it is open to the weaker to use the after death, trying to rescue and bury those whpm 
same language to the prosperous when he is reviled their own acts of insolence have ruined. Verily then 
by him, and the weaker prevails over the stronger it would seem Capaneus was unjustly blasted by the 
if he have justice on his side. Freedom’s mark is also thunderbolt and charred upon the ladder he had 
seen in this: ‘*Who hath wholesome counsel to dc- raised against our gates, swearing he would sack our 
clare unto the state?” And he who chooses to do so town, whether the god would or no; nor should the 
gains renown, while he, who hath no wish, remains yawning earth have snatched away the scer,^ open- 

silent. What greater equality can there be in a city ? ing wide her mouth to take his chariot and its horses 

Again, where the people are absolute rulers of the in, nor should the other chieftains be stretched at 

land, they rejoice in having a reserve of youthful our gates, their skeletons to atoms crushed ’neaih 

citizens, while a king counts this a hostile element, boulders. Either boast thy wit transcendeth that of 

and strives to slay the leading men, all such as he Zeus, or else allow that gods are right to slay the 
deems discreet, for he feareth for his power. How ungodly. The wise should love their children first, 
then can a city remain stable, where one cuts next their parents and country, whose fortunes it 
short all enterprise and mows down the young like behoves them to increase rather than break down, 
meadow-flowers in spring-time? What boots it to Rashness in a leader, as in a pilot, causeth shipwreck; 
acquire wealth and livelihood for children, merely to who knoweth when to be quiet is a wise man. Yea 
add to the tyrant’s substance by one’s toil? Why and this too is bravery, even forethought, 
train up virgin daughters virtuously in our homes CA. The punishment Zeus hath inflicted was surely 

to gratify a tyrant’s whim, whenso he will, and cause enough; there was no need to heap this wanton in- 

tcars to those who rear them ? May my life end if suit on us. 
ever my children are to be wedded by violence ! This Ad, Abandoned wretch ! 

bolt I launch in answer to thy words. Now say, why Th, Peace, Adrastus! say no more; set not thy 

art thou come ? what needest thou of this land ? Had words before mine, for *tis not to thee this fellow is 
not thy city sent thee, to thy cost hadst thou come come with his message, but to me, and I must answer 
with thy outrageous utterances; for it is the herald’s him. Thy first assertion will I answer first: I am not 
duty to tell the message he is bidden and hie him aware that Creon is my lord and master, or that his 
back in haste. Henceforth let Creon send to my city power outweigheth mine, that so he should compel 
some other messenger less talkative than thee. Athens to act on this wise; nay 1 for then would the 

Ch, Look you! how insolent the villains arc, when tide of time have to flow backward, if we are to be 

Fortune is kind to them, just as if it would be well ordered about, «4ie thinks. ’Tis not I who choose 

with them for ever. this war, seeing that 1 did not even join these war- 

He, Now will 1 speak. On these disputed points riors to go unto the land of Cadmus; but still I claim 

hold thou this view, but 1 the contrary. So I and all to bury the fallen dead, not imuring any state nor 

l^e jpeople of Cadmus forbid thee to admit lAdrastus yet introducing murderous strife, but preserving the 

to this land, but if he is here, drive him forth in dis> 
r^rd of the holy suppliant bough he bears, ere ^Amphiaraus. 
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law of all Hellas. What is not well in this? If ye suf- 
fered aught from the Argivcs— lo! they arc dead; 
ye took a splendid vengeance on your foes and cov- 
ered them with shame, and now your right is at an 
end. Let the dead now be buried in the earth, and 
each clement return to the place from whence it 
came to the body, the breath to the air, the body to 
the ground; for in no wise did we get it for our own, 
but to live our life in, and after that its mother earth 
must take it back again. Dost think *tis Argos thou 
art injuring in refusing burial to the dead ? Nay I all 
Hellas shares herein, if a man rob the dead of their 
due and keep them from the tomb; for, if this law 
be enacted, it will strike dismay into the stoutest 
hearts. And art thou come to cast dire threats at me, 
while thy own folk are afraid of giving burial to the 
dead ? What is your fear ? Think you they will un- 
dermine your land in their graves, or that they will 
beget children in the womb of earth, from whom 
shall rise an avenger ? A silly waste of words, in truth 
it was, to show your fear of paltry groundless terrors. 
Go, triflers, learn the lesson of human misery; our 
life is made up of struggles; some men there be that 
find their fortune soon, others have to wait, while 
some at once are blest. Fortune lives a dainty life; 
to her the wretched pays his court and homage to 
win her smile; her likewise doth the prosperous man 
extol, for fear the favouring gale may leave him. 
These lessons should we take to heart, to bear with 
moderation, free from wrath, our wrongs, and do 
naught to hurt a whole city. What then ? Let us, who 
will the pious deed perform, bury the corpses of the 
slain. Else is the issue clear; I will go and bury them 
by force. For never shall it be proclaimed through 
Hellas that heaven’s ancient law was set at naught, 
when it devolved on me and the city of Pandion. 

Ch. Be of good cheer; for if thou preserve the 
light of justice, thou shah escape many a charge that 
men might urge. 

He, Wilt thou that I sum up in brief all thou 
wouldst say? 

Th, Say what thou wilt; for thou art not silent 
as it is. 

He, Thou shah never take the sons of Argos from 
our land. 

Th, Hear, then, my answer too to that, if so thou 
wilt. 

He, 1 will hear thee; not that 1 wish it, but I must 
give thee thy turn. 

Th, I will bury the dead, when from Asopus’ land 
I have removed them. 

He, First must thou adventure somewhat in the 
front of war. 

Th, Many an enterprise and of a different kind 
have I ere this endured. 

He, Wert thou then begotten of thy sire to cope 
with every foe? 

Th, Ay, with all wanton villains; virtue 1 punish 
not. 

He, To meddle is aye thy wont and thy city’s too. 

Th, Hence her enterprise on many a field hath 
won her frequent success. 


He, Come then, that the warriors of the dragon- 
crop may catch thee in our city. 

Th, What furious warrior-nost could spring from 
dragon’s seed ? 

He, Thou shalt learn that to thy cost. As yet thou 
art young and rash. 

Th, Thy boastful speech stirs not my heart at all 
to rage. Yet get thee gone from my land, taking 
with thee the idle words thou broughtest; for we 
are making no advance. (Exit herald) ’Tis time 
for all to start, each stout footman, and whoso 
mounts the car; ’tis time the bit, dripping with 
foam, should urge the charger on toward the land 
of Cadmus. For I will march in person to the seven 
gates thereof with the sharp sword in my hand, and 
be myself my herald. But thee, Adrastus, I bid stay, 
nor blend with mine thy fortunes, for I will take my 
own good star to lead my host, a chieftain famed in 
famous deeds of arms. One thing alone I need, the 
favour of all gods that reverence right, for the pres- 
ence of these things insures victory. For their valour 
availeth men naught, unless they have the god’s 
goodwill. Exit THESEUS. 

Semi-Chorus I. Unhappy mothers of those hapless 
chiefs! How wildly in my heart pale fear stirs up 
alarm! 

Semi-Chorusll, What is this new cry thou utterest ? 

Semi-Ch, 1. 1 fear the issue of the strife, whereto 
the hosts of Pallas march. 

Semi-Ch, II. Dost speak of issues of the sword, or 
interchange of words ? 

Semi-Ch. I. That last were gain indeed; but if the 
carnage of battle, fighting, and the noise of beaten 
breasts again be heard in the land, what, alas! will 
be said of me, who am the cause thereof? 

Semi-Ch, II. Yet may frte again bring low the 
brilliant victor; ’tis this brave thought that twines 
about my heart. 

Semi-Ch, I. Thou speak’st of the gods as if they 
were just. 

Semi-Ch, II. For who but they allot whate’er be- 
tides? 

Semi-Ch, I. I see many a contradiction in their 
dealings with men. 

Semi-Ch, II. The former fear hath warped thy 
judgment. Vengeance calls vengeance forth; slaugh- 
ter calls for slaughter, but the gods give respite from 
afiliction, holding in their own hands each thing’s 
allotted end. 

Semi-Ch, I. Would I could reach yon plains with 
turrets crowned, leaving Callichorus, fountain of the 
goddess! 

Semi-Ch, II. O that some god would give me wings 
to fly to the city of rivers twain! 

Semi-Ch, I. So might’st thou see and know the 
fortunes of thy friends. 

Semi-Ch, II. What frte, what issue there awaits 
the valiant monarch of this land ? 

Semi-Ch, I. Once more do we invoke the gods we 
called upon before; yea, in our fear this is our first 
and chiefest trust. 

Semi-Ch, II. O Zeus, fr thcr to the child the heifer- 
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modier bore in days long past, that daughtar c£ iTt^rrion tangled in the rdns aad ,4rag^ liuh istay 
Inachusl ai^ that, tl^ streams of cninm whcii mm 

Semi-Ch, 1.0 be gracious, I ptay,and champion £di dead, mwhm, from shattd:edciuu»ot-«eatB,t^ 

this city 1 tumbled headlong to the ground, and, mid the splih* 

Semi-Ch, II. 'Tis thy own darling, thy own settler ters of their cars, gave up the ghost. But Creon, 
in the city of Argos that 1 am strivina to rescue for when he marked our cavdry’s success on one wing, 
the fonerd pyre uom outrageous insiut. caught up a shield and rushed into the fray, ere that 

EtOer MESSENGBE. des^ndency should seize his men; but not for that 
Messer^. Ladies, I bring you tidings of great joy, did Theseus recoil in fear; nol snatching up at once 

myself escaped— -for I was taken prisoner in the oat- his glittering harness he hied him on. Aim the twain, 

tic which cost those chieftains seven their lives near claming their shields together as they met in the 
Directs fount— to bear the news of Theseus’ victory, midst of the assembled host, were dealing death and 

But I will save thee tedious questioning; 1 was the courting it, shouting loudly each to his fellow the 

servant of Capaneus, whom Zeus with scorching battle-cry: "Slay, and with thy spear strike home: 
bolt to ashes burnt. against the sons of Erechtheus." Fierce foes to cope 

Ck. Friend of friends, fur thy news of thy own with were the warriors whom the dragon’s teeth to 
return, nor less the news about Theseus; and if the manhood reared; so fierce, they broke our left wing, 
host of Athens, too, is safe, welcome will all thy albeit theirs was routed by our right and put to 

message be. fiight, so that tjhe struggle was evenly balanced. Here 

Me. ’Tis safe, and all hath happmed as I would it again our chief deserved all praise, for this success 

had befallen Adrastus and his Argives, whom from was not the only advantage he gained; no! next he 

Inachus he led, to march against the city of the Cad- sought that part of his army which was wavering; 

means. and loud he called to them, that the earth rang 

Ch. How did the son of /Egeus and his fellow- again, “My sons, if ye cannot restrain the eaipth- 

warriors raise their trophy to Zeus? Tell us, for thou horn warriors* stubborn spear, the cause of Ps^Uas 

wert there and canst gladden us who were not. is lost.’’ His word inspired new courage in all ^e 

Me. Bright shone the sun, one levelled line of Danaid host. Therewith himself did seize a fearsome 

light, upon the world, as by Electra’s gate I stood mace, weapon of Epidaurian warfiue, and swung it 
to watch, from a turret with a far outlook. And lo! to and fro, and with that club, as with a uckle, he 

I saw the host in three divisions, deploying its mail- shore off necks and heads and helmets thereupon, 

clad warriors on the high ground by the hanks of Scarce even then they turned themselves to fly. For 

Ismenus; this last I heard; and with them was the joy cried I, and danced and clapped my hands; while 

king himself, fiimous son of /Egeus; his own men, to the gates they ran. Throughout the town echoed 

natives of old Cecropia, were ranged upon the right; the shrieks of young and old, as they crowded tjie 

while on the left, hard by the fountain of Ares, were temples in terror. But Theseus, when he might have 
the dwellers by the sea, harnessed spearmen they; come inside the walls, held back his men, for he had 

on either wing were posted cavalry, in equal num- not come, said he, to sack the town, but to ask for 

hers, and chariots were stationed in the shelter of the bodies of the dead. Such the general men should 

Amphion’s holy tomb. Meantime, the folk of Cad- choose, one who shows his bravery in danger, yet 

mu8 set themsdves before the walls, placing in the hates the pride of those that in their hour of fortune 

rear the bodies for which they fought. Horse to lose the bliss they might have enjoyed, through seek- 

horse, and car to car stood ranged. Then did the ing to scale the ladder’s topmost step, 

herald of Hieseus cry aloud to all: “Be still, ye folkl Ch. Now do I believe in the gods after seeing this 
hush, ye ranks of Cadmus, hearken! we are come to unexpected day, and 1 feel my woes are lighter now 
fetch the bodies of the slain, wishii^ to bury them that these have paid their penalty. 

Id observance of the universd law oiHellas; no wish Ad. O Zeus, why do men assert the wisdom of the 

have we to lengthen out the slaughter.’’ Not a word wretched human race ? On thee we all depend, and 

would Creon let his herald answer back, but there all we do is onlv what thou listest. We thought our 

he stood in silence under arms. Then did the drivers Argos irresistible, ourselves a young and lusty host, 

of the four-horse cars begin the fray; on, past each and so when Eteocles was for making terms, in spite 

other they drave thdr eWiots, bringing the war- of his fair ofier we would not accept them, and so 

rim at their sides up into line. Some fought with we perished. Then in their turn those fixdish folk of 

^smrds, some wheeled the horses hack to the fray Cadmus, to fortune raised, like some beggar with 

agdn for those they drove. Now when Phorbas, who his newly-gotten wealth, waxed wanton, aira, wax- 

^ptained the cavalry of the Erechthidae, saw the ing so, were ruined in their turn. Ye fiiolidi sons of 

duon^g chariots, heand they who had the charge meni who strain your bow like who dioot be^ 
ioC theThehan horse met hand to hand, and by turns yond their mark, and oidy by sullering many evils 

.#erevktorsand vanquished. The many horrors hap- as ye deserve, though deaf to friends, yet yidd to 

iming there i saw, not merely heard about, fm I circumstances; ye cities likewise, though ye m^t 

was at the qx>t where the chariots and their riders by parley end your mischief^ yet yechom thesw^ 

^met^ but which to tell of first 1 know not instead of reason to setde au disputes. But wberC'' 

clouds of dust that mounted to the sky, the fore these reflections? This I fiun vi^ould karn, the 
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tibou iSdbt ^icsipe ; and M&pc that I will thee 

dtherat. 

' Me. Dwang the uproar which prevail^ in the 
city owing to the battle, I passed the gates^ )ust as 
the host l»d entered them. 

Ad. Are ye bringing the bodies, for the which the 
strife arose? 

Me. Ay, each of the seven chiefs who led their 
famous hosts. 

Ad. What sayest thou? the rest who fell— say, 
where are they? 

Me. They have found burial in the dells of Cith- 
aeron. 

Ad. On this or that side of the mount ? And who 
did bury them? 

Me. Theseus buried them *neath the shadow of 
£leutherae*s clitf. 

Ad. Where didst thou leave the dead he hath not 
buried ? 

Me. Not fu away; earnest haste makes every goal 
look close. 

Ad. No doubt in sorrow slaves would gather them 
from the carnage. 

Me. Slavesl not one of them was set to do this toil. 

Ad.....^ 

Me. Thou wouldst say so, hadst thou been there 
to see his loving tendance of the dead. 

Ad. Did he himself wash the bloody wounds of 
the hapless youths ? 

Me. Ay, and strewed their biers and wrapped 
them in their shrouds. 

Ad. An awful burden this, involving some dis* 
grace. 

Me. Why, what disgrace to men arc their fellows* 
sorrows? 

Ad. Ah mel how much rather had I died with 
them! 

Me. 'Tis vain to weep and move to tears these 
women. 

Ad. Methinks 'tis they who give the lesson. 
Enough of that! My hands I lift at meeting of the 
dead, and pour forth a tearful dirge to Hacl^ call- 
ing on my friends, whose loss 1 mourn in wretched 
solitude; for this one thing, when once ’tis spent, 
man cannot recover, the breath of life, though he 
knoweth ways to get his wealth again. 

Ch. Joy is here and sorrow too— for the state, fair 
fame, and for our captains, double meed of honour. 
Bitter for me it is to see the limbs of my dead sons, 
and yet a welcome sight withal, because I shall be- 
hold the unexpected day after sorrow's cup was full. 
Would that Father Time had kept me unwed horn 
my youth up e’en till now when I am old! What 
nc^ had 1 of children ? Methinks I should not have 
suffered excessively, had I never bcMrne the marriage- 
yoke; but now I have my sorrow full in view, the 
loss of children dear. 

Lp! 1 ^ the bodies of the fidlen youths. Woe is 
met would 1 could join these children in their death 
and descend to Hades with them! 

tA Ime^js mimiDg here. 


Adi Mothers^ tiise the dead depaiix^ 

cry in answer nhen ye hear my note of woe. 

Ck. My sons, my sonsl O bitter words for foviha 
mothers to address to you! To thee, my lifeless ch^ 

I call. 

Ad. Woe! woe! 

Ch. Ah me, my sufferings! 

Ad.Aks\ 

Ch * 

Ad. We have endured, alas! 

Ch. Sorrows most grievous- 

Ad. O citizens of Argos! do ye not behold my fate? 

Ch. They see thee, and me the hapless mother, 
reft of her children. 

Ad. Bring near the blood-boltered corpses of those 
hapless chiefs, foully slain by foes unworthy, with 
whom lay the decision of the contest. 

Ch. l^t me embrace and hold my children to my 
bosom in my enfolding arms. 

Ad. There, there! thou hast- 
en. Sorrows heavy enough to bear. 

Ad. Ah me! 

Ch. Thy groans mingle with those of their parents. 

Ad. Hear me. 

Ch. O’er both of us thou dost lament. 

Ad. Would God the Theban ranks had laid me 
dead in the dust! 

Ch. Oh that I had ne’er been wedded* to a hus- 
band! 

Ad. Ah! hapless mothers, behold this sea of trou- 
bles! 

Ch. Our nails have ploughed our cheeks in fur- 
rows, and o’er our heads have we strewn ashes. 

Ad. Ah me! ah me! Oh that earth’s floor would 
swallow me, or the whirlwind snatch me away, or 
Zeus’ flaming bolt descend upon my head! 

Ch. Bitter the marriages thou didst witness, bitter 
the oracle of Phoebus! The curse of CEdipus, fraught 
with sorrow, after desolating his house, is come on 
thee. 

Th. I meant to question thee when thou wert 
venting thy lamentations to the host, but 1 will let 
it pass; yet, though I dropped the matter then and 
left it alone, I now do ask Adrastus, “Of what line- 
age sprang those youths, to shine so bright in chiv- 
a^?’’ t 31 it to our younger citizens of thy fuller 
wimom, for thou art skilled to know. Myself beheld 
their daring deeds, too high for words to tell, where- 
by they thought to capture Thebes. One question 
will 1 spare thee, lest I provoke thy laughter; the 
foe that each of them encountered in the fray, the 
spear from which each received his death-wound. 
These be idle tales alike for those who hear or him 
who speaks, that any man amid the fray, when clouds 
of darts are hurtling before his eyes, should declare 
for certain who each champion is. I could not ask 
such questions, nor yet believe those who dare assert 
the like; for when a man is flice to £ice with the foe, 
he scarce can see even that which 'tis his bounden 
duty to observe. 

>A lacuna in the MS. 
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Ad. Hearken then. For in giving this task to me 
thou findest a willing eulogist of friends, whose praise 
I would declare in all truth and sincerity. Dost see 
yon corpse by Zeus* bolt transfixed? That is Ca- 
paneus; though he had ample wealth, yet was he the 
last to boast of his prosperity; nor would he ever 
vaunthimsclfabovc a poorer neighbour, but shunned 
the man whose sumptuous board had puffed him up 
too high and made him scorn mere competence, for 
he held that virtue lies not in greedy gluttony, but 
that moderate means suffice. True friend was he, 
alike to present or to absent friends the same; of 
such the number is not great. His was a guileless 
character, a courteous address, that left no promise 
unperformed either towards his own household or 
his fellow'citizcns. The next I name is Eteocles; a 
master he of other kinds of excellence; young, nor 
richly dowered with store, yet high in honour in the 
Argive land. And though his friends oft offered gifts 
of gold, he would not have it in his house, to make 
his character its slave by taking wealth’s yoke upon 
him. Not his city, but those tl^t sinned against her 
did he hate, for a city is no wise to be blamed if it 
gtt an evil name by reason of an evil governor. Such 
another was Hippomedon, third oi all this band; 
from his very boyhood he refrained from turning 
towards the allurements of the Muses, to lead a life 
of ease; his home was in the fields, and gladly would 
he school his nature to hardships with a view to 
manliness, aye hasting to the chase, rejoicing in his 
steeds or straining of his bow, because he would 
make himself of use unto his state. Next behold the 
huntress Atalanta’s son, Parthenopasus, a youth of 
peerless beauty; from Arcady he came even to the 
streams of Inachus, and in Argos spent his boyhood. 
There, when he grew to man’s estate, first, as is the 
duty of strangers settled in another land, he showed 
no pique or jealousy against the state, became no 
quibbler, chiefest source of annoyance citizen or 
stranger can give, but took his stand amid the host, 
and mught for Argos as he were her own son, glad 
at heart whenso the city prospered, deeply grieved 
if e’er reverses came; many a lover though he had 
midst men and maids, yet was he careful to avoid 
offence. Of Tydeus next the lofty praise I will ex- 
press in brief; no brilliant spokesman he, but a clever 
craftsman in the art of war, with many a shrewd de- 
vice; inferior in judgment to his brother Meleager, 
yet through his warrior skill lending his name to 
equal praise, for he had found in arms a perfect sci- 
ence; his was an ambitious nature, a spirit rich in 
store of deeds, with words less fully dowered. From 
this account then wonder not, Theseus, that they 
dared to die before the towers; for noble nurture 
carries honour with it, and every man, when once 
he hath practised virtue, scorns the name of villain. 
Courage may be learnt, for even a babe doth learn 
to speak and hear things it cannot comprehend; and 
whatso’er a child hath learnt, this it is his wont to 
treasure up till he is old. So train up your children 
in a virtuous way. 

Alas! my son, to sorrow I bare thee and carried 
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thee within my womb, enduring the pangs of tra* 
vail; but now Hades takes the fruit of all my hapless 
toil, and I that had a son am left, ah mel with none 
to nurse my age. 

Th. As for the noble son of (Ecleus, him, while 
yet he lived, the gods snatched hence to the bowels 
of the earth, and his chariot too, manifestly blessing 
him; while I myself may truthfully tell the praises 
of the son of QEdipus, that is, Polynices, for he was 
my guest-friend ere he left the town of Cadmus and 
crossed to Argos in voluntary exile. But dost thou 
know what I would have thee do in this matter ? 

Ad. I know naught save this— to yield obedience 
to thy bests. 

Th. As for yon Capaneus, stricken by the bolt of 
Zeus— 

Ad. Wilt bury him apart as a consecrated corpse? 

Th. Even so; but all the rest on one funeral pyre. 

Ad. Where wih thou set the tomb apart for him? 

Th. Here near this temple have I builded [him a 
sepulchre. \ 

Ad. Thy thralls forthwith must undertake this 
toil. \ 

Th. Myself will look to those others; let the biers 
advance. \ 

Ad. Approach your sons, unhappy mothers. \ 

Th. This thy proposal, Adrastus, is anything but 
good. 

Ad. Must not the mothers touch their sons? 

Th. It would kill them to see how they are altered. 

Ad. *Tis bitter, truly, to see the dead even at the 
moment of death. 

Th. Why then wilt thou add fresh grief to them ? 

Ad. Thou art right. Ye needs must patiently 
abide, for the words of Theseus are good. But when 
we have committed them unto the flames, ye shall 
collect their bones. O wretched sons of men! Why 
do ye get you weapons and bring slaughter on one 
another? Cease therefrom, give o’er your toiling, 
and in mutual peace keep safe your cities. Short is 
the span of life, so ’twere best to run its course as 
lightly as we may, from trouble free. 

Ch. No more a happy mother I, with children 
blest; no more I share, among Argive women, who 
have sons, their happy lot; nor any more will Ar- 
temis in the hour of travail kindly greet these child- 
less mothers. Most dreary is my life, and like some 
wandering cloud I drift before the howling blast. 
The seven noblest sons in Argos once we had, we 
seven hapless mothers; but now my sons are dead, 
1 have no child, and on me steals old age in piteous 
wise, nor ’mongst the dead nor ’mongst the living 
do I count myself, having as it were a mt apart from 
these. Tears aione are left me; in my house sad mem- 
ories of my son are stored; mournful tresses shorn 
from his head, chaplets that he wore, libations for 
the dead derarted, and songs, but not such as golden- 
haired Apollo welcometh; and when I wake to weep, 
my tears will ever drench the folds of my robe upon 
my bosom. Ah! there I sec the sepulchre ready e’en 
now for Capaneus, his consecrated tomb, and the 
votive offerings Theseus gives imto the dead outside 
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the shrine, and nigh yon iightning^smitten chief I 
see his noble bride, Evadne, daughter of King Iphis. 
Wherefore stands she on the towering rock, which 
o’ertops this temple, advancing along yon path? 

Enter evadne above pyre of Capaneus, 

Evadne, What light, what radiancy did tlxe sun- 
god’s car dart forth, and the moon athwart the fir- 
mament, while round her in the gloom swift stars 
careered, in the day that the city of Argos raised the 
stately chant of joy at my wedding, in honour of my 
marriage with mail-clad Capaneus? Now from my 
home in frantic haste with &enzied mind I rush to 
join thee, seeking to share with thee the fire’s bright 
flame and the self-same tomb, to rid me of my weary 
life in Hades’ halls, and of the pains of existence; 
yea, for ’tis the sweetest end to share the death of 
those we love, if only fate will sanction it. 

Ch, Behold yon pyre, which thou art overlooking, 
nigh thereto, set apart for Zeus! There is thy hus- 
band’s body, vanquished by the blazing bolt. 

Ev, Life’s goal I now behold from my station here; 
may fortune aid me in my headlong leap from this 
rock in honour’s cause, down into the fire below, to 
mix my ashes in the ruddy blaze with my husband’s, 
to lay me side by side with him, there in the couch 
of Persephone; for ne’er will I, to save my life, prove 
untrue to thee where thou liest in thy grave. Away 
with life and marriage too! Oh! may my children 
live to see the dawn of a fairer, happier wedding- 
day in Argos! May loyalty inspire the husband’s 
heart, his nature fusing with his wife’s! 

Ch, Lo! the aged Iphis, thy father, draweth nigh 
to hear thy startling scheme, which yet he knows not 
and will grieve to learn. 

Enter iphis. 

Iphis, Unhappy child! lo! I am come, a poor old 
man, with twofold sorrow in my house to mourn, 
that I may carry to his native land the corpse of my 
son Eteocles, slain by the Theban spear, and further 
in quest of my daughter who rushed headlong from 
the house, for she was the wife of Capaneus and 
longed with him to die. Ere this she was well guarded 
in my house, but, when I took the watch away in 
the present troubles, she escaped. But 1 feel sure 
that she is here; tell me if ye have seen her. 

Ev, Why question them ? Lo, here upon the rock, 
father, o’er the pyre of Capaneus, like some bird 1 
hover lightly, in my wretchedness. 

Ip, What wind hath blown thee hither, child? 
Whither away? Why didst thou pass the threshold 
of my house and seek this land ? 

Ev, It would but anger thee to hear what I in- 
tend, and so 1 fain would keep thee ignorant, my 
father. 

Ip, What I hath not thy own father a right to 
know? 

Ev, Thou wouldst not wisely judge my intention. 

Ip, Why dost thou deck thyself in that apparel? 

Ev, A purport strange this robe conveys, father. 

Ip, Thou mist no look of mourning for thy lord. 

Ev, No, the reason why 1 thus am decked is strange, 
maybe. 
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Ip, Dost thou in such garb appear before a 
funeral-pyre? l 

Ev, Yea, for hither it is I come to take the meed 
of victory. 

Ip, “Victory!” what victory? This would I learn 
of thee. 

Ev, A victory o’er all women on whom the sun 
looks down. 

Ip, In Athena’s handiwork or in prudent counsel? 

Ev, In bravery; for I will lay me down and die 
with my lord. 

Ip, What dost thou say ? What is this silly riddle 
thou propoundest ? 

Ev, To yonder pyre where lies dead Capaneus, I 
will leap down. 

Ip, My daughter, speak not thus before the mul- 
titude! 

Ev, The very thing I wish, that every Argive 
should learn it. 

Ip, Nay, I will ne’er consent to let thee do this 
deed. 

Ev, (As she is throwing herself) ’Tis all one; thou 
shalt never catch me in ihy grasp. Lo! I cast me 
down, no joy to thee, but to myself and to my hus- 
band blazing on the pyre with me. 

Ch, O lady, what a fearful deed! 

Ip, Ah me! I am undone, ye dames of Argos! 

Ch, Alack, alack! a cruel blow is this to thee, but 
thou must yet witness, poor wretch, the full horror 
of this deed. 

Ip, A more unhappy wretch than me yc could 
not find. 

Ch, Woe for thee, unhappy man! Thou, old sir, 
hast been made partaker in the fortune of CEdipus, 
thou and my poor city too. 

Ip, Ah, why are mortal men denied this boon, to 
live their youth twice o’er, and twice in turn to 
reach old age ? If aught goes wrong within our homes, 
we set it right by judgment more maturely formed, 
but our life we may not so correct. Now if we had a 
second spell of youth and age, this double term of 
life would let us then correct each previous slip. I, 
for instance, seeing others blest with children, longed 
to have them too, and found my ruin in that wish. 
Whereas if I had had my present experience, and by 
a father’s light had learnt how cruel a thing it is to 
be bereft of children, never should I have Men on 
such evil days as these—I who did beget a brave 
young son, proud parent that I was, and after all am 
now bereft of him. Enough of this. What remains 
for such a hapless wretch as me ? Shall 1 to my home, 
there to see its utter desolation and the blank within 
my life? or shall I to the halls of that dead Capan- 
cus?— halls I smiled to see in days gone by, when 
yet my daughter was alive. But she is lost and gone, 
she that would ever draw down my cheek to her 
lips, and take my head between her hands; for 
naught is there more sweet unto an aged sire than 
a daughter’s love; our sons are made of sterner stuff, 
but less winning are their caresses. Oh! take me to 
my house at once, in darkness hide me there, to 
waste and fret this aged frame with fiistingl What 
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'iMQi it to touch luy dau|^ter*s bones? Old 

tcttstlcss foe, how do 1 loathe thy presence! 
^'llteoi too 1 hate, whoso desire to lengthen out the 
splsh of life, seeking to turn the tide of death aside 
hy philtres, drugs, and magic spells—folk that death 
shouH take away to leave the voung their place, 
when they no more can benefit the world. 

Ch. Woe, woe! Behold your dead sons* bones are 
brought hither; take them, servants of your weak 
old mistress, for in me is no strength left by reason 
of my mourning for my sons; time’s comrade long 
have I been, and many a tear for many a sorrow 
^ve 1 shed. For what sharper pan^ wilt thou ever 
find for mortals than the sight of children dead ? 

Enter children of slain chirfs. 

Children. Poor mother mine, behold 1 bring my 
fother’s bones gathered from the fire, a burden grief 
has rendered heavy, though this tiny urn contains 
my all. 

Ch. Ah me! ah me! Why bear thy tearful load to 
the fond mother of the dead, a handful of ashes in 
the stead of those who erst were men of mark in 
Mycenae? 

Chil. Woe worth the hour! woe worth the day! 
Reft of my hapless sire, a wretched orphan shall 1 
inherit a desolate house, torn from my father’s 
arms. 

Ch. Woe is thee! Where is now the toil I spent 
upon my sons ? what thank have I for nightly watch ? 
Where the mother’s nursine care? the sleepless vig- 
ils mine eyes have kept ? the loving kiss upon my 
children’s brow? 

Chil. Thy sons are dead and gone. Poor mother! 
dead and gone; the boundless air now wraps them 
round. 

Ch. Turned to ashes by the flame, they have 
winged their flight to Hades. 

Chil. Father, thou hearest thy children’s lamen- 
tation; say, shall I e’er, as warrior dight, avenge thy 
slaughter? 

Ch. God grant it, O my child! 

Ob'/. Some day, if god so will, shall the avenging 
of my father be my task; not yet this sorrow sleeps. 

Ch. Alas! Fortune’s sorrows are enough for me, I 
have troubles and to spare already. 

Otil, Shall Asopus* laughing tide ever reflect my 
* brazen arms as 1 lead on my Argive troops? 

CA. To avenge thy Men sire. 

Chil. Methinks 1 see thee still before my eyes, my 
father— 

CA. Printing a loving kiss upon thy cheek. 

CkU. But thy words of exhortation are borne on 
the winds away. 

Ch. Two mourners hath he left behind, thv mother 
and thee, beoueathing to thee an endless legacy of 
grt^ for thy rather. 

, The weight of grief 1 have to bear hath 
crushed me utterly. 

; u CA. Oniie, let me clasp the adies of my son to my 
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V, iGlir/, I weep to hear that piteous word; it stabs me 

'^eoi^ldie heart* 


CA, My child, thou art Undone; on more dbaH I 
behold thee, thy own fond mother’s treasure. 

TA. Adrastus, and ye dames from Argot sprung, 
ye see these cfoldren bearing in thdr hands the 
bodies of their valiant sires whom I redeemed; to 
thee I give these gifts, I and Athens. And ye must 
bear in mind the memory xA this favour, marldug 
wen the treatment ye have had of me. Ai^ to these 

honour this ^y, to children’s children ever han<^ 
ing on the kindness ye received from us. Be Zeus 
the witness, with the gods in heaven, of the treat- 
ment we vouchsafed you ere you left us. 

Ad. Theseus, well we know all the kindness thou 
hast conferred upon the land of Argos in her need, 
and ours shall be a gratitude that never waxeth old, 
for your generous treatment makes us debtors for 
a like return. 

Th. What 'yet remains, wherein I can /serve 
you? 

Ad. Fare thee well, for such is thy desert and such 
thy city’s too. \ 

TA. Even so. Mayst thou too have the self| 
fortune! 

ATHENA appears above t 

Athena. Hearken, Theseus, to the words th 
Athena utter, telling thee thy duty, which, if thou 
perform it, will serve thy city. Give not these bones 
to the children to carry to the land of Argos, letting 
them go so lightly; nay, take first an oath of them 
that they will requite thee and thy city for your 
efforts. This oath must Adrastus swear, for as their 
king it is his right to take the oath for the whole 
reami of Argos. And this shall be the form thereof: 
**Wc Argives swear we never will against this land 
lead on our mail-clad troops to war, and, if others 
come, we will repel them.” But if they violate their 
oath and come against the city, pray that the land 
of Argos may be miserably destroyed. Now hearken 
while I tell thee where thou must slay the victims. 
Thou hast within thy halls a tripod with brazen feet, 
which Heracles, in days gone by, after he had o’er- 
thrown the foundations of Ilium and was starting 
on another enterprise, enjoined thee to set up at the 
Pythian shrine. O’er it cut the throats of three 
sheep; then grave within the tripod’s hollow belly 
the oath; this done, deliver it to the eod who watches 
over Delphi to keep, a witness and memorial unto 
Hdlas of the oath. And bury the sharp-edged knife, 
wherewith thou shalt have laid the victims open 
and shed their blood, deep in the bowels of the earth, 
hard by the pyres where the seven chieftains burn; 
for its appearance shall strike them with dismay, if 
e’er against thy town they come, and shall cause 
them to return with sorrow. When thou hast done 
all this, dismiss the dead from thy land.. And to the 
god resign as sacred land the spot where their bodies 
were purified by fire, there by the meeting of Ac 
triple roads that lead unto the Isthmus. Tim much 
to Aee, Theseus, I address; next to Ae sonsof Aigos 
1 speak; when ye are grown to men’s estate, Af 
town beside Ismenus Aall ye sack, avengmg the 
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^ughto!^ of yokir dead sires^ tliou too, i£^eus* 
shalt tdke thy £ither*s place and in thy youth com' 
maod the host, and with thee Tydeus* son tharching 
£rom i£tolia*-hun whom his father named Diome- 
des< Soon as the beards your cheeks o’ershadow 
must ye lead an armed Danaid host against the bat' 
tiements of Thebes with sevenfold gates. For to 
their sorrow shall ye come like lion's whelps in fuU' 
grown might to sack their city. No otherwise is it 
to be; and ye shall be a theme for minstrels* songs 
in days to come, known through Hellas as **the 




After-born**; so &mou$ shall your expedition be, 
thanks to Heaven. 

Tk. Queen Athena, 1 wiU hearken to thy bidding; 
for thou it is dost set me up, so that I go not astray. 
And I wiU bind this monarch by an oath; do thoU 
but guide my steps aright. For if thou art friendly 
to our state, we shall henceforth live secure. 

Ch. Let us go, Adrastus, and take the oath to this 
monarch and his state; for the service they have al- 
ready done us claims our warm regard. 

Exeunt omkes. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Poseidon 

Athena 

Hecuba 

Chorus of Captive 
Trojan Women 


Talthybius 

Cassandra 

Andromache 

Menelaus 

Helen 


Brfore Agamemnon's Tent in the Camp near Troy, 
HECUBA asleep. Enter poseidon. 

Poseidon, Lol from the depths of salt y^gean floods 
I, Poseidon, come, where choirs of Nereids trip in 
the mazes of the graceful dance; for since the day 
that Phoebus and myself with measurement exact 
set towers of stone about this land of Troy and 
ringed it round, never from my heart hath passed 
away a kindlv feeling for my Phrygian town, which 
now is smouldering and o’erthrown, a prey to Ar- 
give prowess. For, from his home beneath Parnas- 
sus, Phocian Epeus, aided by the craft of Pallas, 
framed a horse to bear within its womb an armed 
host, and sent it within the battlements, fraught 
with death; whence in days to come men shall tell 
of “the wooden horse,’* with its hidden load of 
warriors. Groves forsaken stand and temples of the 
cods run down with blood, and at the altar’s very 
base, before the god who watched his home, lies 
Priam dead. While to Achaean ships great store of 
gold and Phrygian spoils are being conveyed, and 
they who came against this town, those sons of Hellas, 
only wait a favouring breeze to follow in their wake, 
that after ten long years they may with joy behold 
their wives and children. Vanquished by Ilera, Ar- 
give goddess, and by Athena, who helped to ruin 
Phrygia, I am leaving Ilium, that famous town, and 
the altars that 1 love; for when drear desolation 
seizes on a town, the worship of the gods decays and 
tends to lose respect. Scamander’s banks re-echo 
long and loud the screams of captive maids, as they 
by lot receive their masters. Arcadia taketh some, 
and some the folk of Thessaly; others are assigned 
to Theseus’ sons, the Athenian chiefs. And such of 
the Trojan dames as are not portioned out, are in 
these tents, set apart for the leaders of the host; and 
with them Spartan Helen, daughter of Tyndarus, 
justly count^ among the captives. And wouldst 
thou see that queen of misery, Hecuba, thou canst; 
for there she lies before the cates, weeping many a 
bitter tear for many a tribulation; for at Achilles’ 
tomb— though she knows not this— her daughter 
Polyxena has died most piteously; likewise is Priam 
dead, and her children too; Cassandra, whom the 
king Apollo left to be a virgin, frenzied maid, hath 
Agamemnon, in contempt of the god’s ordinance 


and of piety, forced to a dishonoured wedlock. 
Farewell, O city prosperous once! farewell, ye 
ramparts of hewn stone! had not Pallas, daughter 
of Zeus, decrefeefthy ruin, thou wert standing mmly 

still. I 

Enter athena. 

Athena, May I address the mighty god whom 
Heaven reveres and who to my own sire is Wery 
nigh in blood, laying aside our former enmity P 

Po, Thou mayst; for o’er the soul the ties oflkin 
exert no feeble spell, great queen Athena. ' 

At, For thy forgiving mood my thanks! Some- 
what have I to impart affecting both thyself and 
me, O king. 

Po, Bringst thou fresh tidings from some god, 
from Zeus, or from some lesser power ? 

At, From none of these; but on behalf of Troy, 
whose soil we tread, am I come to seek thy mighty 
aid, to make it one with mine. 

Po, What! hast thou laid thy former hate aside 
to take compassion on the town now that it is burnt 
to ashes? 

At. First go back to the former point; wilt thou 
make common cause with me in the scheme I pur- 
pose? 

Po, Ay surely; but I would fain learn thy wishes, 
whether thou art come to help Achaeans or Phrygians. 

At. I wish to give my former foes, the Trojans, 
joy, and on the Achaean host impose a return that 
they will rue. 

Po, Why leap’st thou thus from mood to mood ? 
Thy love and hate both go too far, on whomsoever 
centred. 

At, Dost not know the insult done to me and to 
the shrine I love ? 

Po, Surely, in the hour that Aias tore Cassandra 
thence. — 

At. Yea, and the Achaeans did naught, said naught 
to him. 

Po, And yet ’twas by thy mighty aid they sacked 
Ilium. 

At, For which cause I would join with thee to 
work their bane. 

Po, My powers are ready at thy will. What is thy 
intent? 

At. A returning fraught with woe will I impose 
on them. 
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Po, While yet they stay on shore, or as they cross 
the briny deep? 

At. When they have set sail from Ilium for their 
homes. On them will Zeus also send his rain and 
fearful hail, and inky tempests from the sky; yea, 
and he promises to grant me his levin-bolts to Wl 
on the Achaeans and fire their ships. And do thou, 
for thy part, make the ^gean strait to roar with 
mighty billows and whirlpools, and fill £uboea*s hol- 
low bay with corpses, that Achasans may learn hence- 
forth to reverence my temples and regard all other 
deities. 

Po. So shall it be, for the boon thou cravest needs 
but few words. I will vex the broad /Egcm sea; and 
the beach of Myconus and the reefs round Delos, 
Scyros and Lemnos too, and the cliffs of Caphareus 
shall be strown with many a corpse. Mount thou to 
Olympus, and taking from thy father*s hand his 
lightning bolts, keep careful watch against the hour 
when Argos’ host lets slip its cables. A fool is he who 
sacks the towns of men, with shrines and tombs, the 
dead man’s hallowed home, for at the last he makes 
a desert round himself, and dies. Exeunt. 

Hecuba {Awakening) Lift thy head, unhappy lady, 
from the ground; thy neck upraise; this is Troy no 
more, no longer am I queen in Ilium. Though for- 
tune change, endure thy lot; sail with the stream, 
and follow fortune’s tack, steer not thy barque of 
life against the tide, since chance must guide thy 
course. Ah me I ah me! What else but tears is now 
my hapless lot, whose country, children, husband, 
all are lost? Ahl the high-blown pride of ancestors! 
how cabined now! how brought to nothing after all! 
What woe must I suppress, or what declare? What 
plaintive dirge shall I awake? Ah, woe is me! the 
anguish I suffer lying here stretched upon this pallet 
hard! O my head, my temples, my side! Ah! could 
I but turn over, and lie now on this, now on that, 
to rest my back and spine, while ceaselessly my tear- 
ful wail ascends. For e’en this is music to the wretched, 
to chant their cheerless dirge of sorrow. 

Ye swift-prowed ships, rowed to sacred Ilium o’er 
the deep dark sea, past the fair havens of Hellas, to 
the flute’s ill-omened music and the dulcet voice of 
pipes, even to the bays of Troyland (alack the day!), 
wherein ye tied your hawsers, twisted handiwork 
from Egypt, in quest of that hateful wife of Mene- 
bus, who brought disgrace on Castor, and on Euro- 
tas foul reproach; murderess she of Priam, sire of 
fifty children, the cause why I, the hapless Hecuba, 
have wrecked my life upon this troublous strand. 
Oh that 1 should sit here o’er against the tent of 
Agamemnon! Forth from my home to slavery they 
hale my aged frame, while from my head in piteous 
wise the hair is shorn for grief. Ah! hapless wives of 
those mail-clad sons of Troy! Ah! poor maidens, 
luckless brides, come weep, for Ilium is now but a 
smouldering ruin; and I, like some mother-bird that 
o’er her fledgelings screams, will begin the strain; 
how different from that song I sang to the gods in 
days long jpast, as I leaned on Priam’s staff, and beat 
with my toot in Phrygian time to lead the dance! 
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Enter chorus of captive trojan women. 

Semi-Chomsl. O Hecuba! 'why these cries, these 
piercing shrieks ? What mean thy words ? For I heard 
thy piteous wail echo through the building, and a 
pang of terror shoots through each captive Trojan’s 
breast, as pent within these walls they mourn their 
slavish lot. 

Hec. My child, e’en now the hands of Argive 
rowers are busy at their ships. 

Semi-Ch. I. Ah, woe is me! what is their intent? 
Will they really bear me hence in sorrow from my 
country in their fleet? 

Hec. I know not, though I guess our doom. 

SemuCk. I. O misery! woe to us Trojan dames, 
soon to hear the order given, “Come forth from the 
house; the Argives are preparing to return.’’ 

Hec. Oh! do not bid the wild Cassandra leave her 
chamber, the frantic prophetess, for Argives to in- 
sult, nor to my griefs add yet another. Woe to thee, 
ill-bted Troy, thy sun is set; and woe to thy un- 
happy children, quick and dead alike, who are leav- 
ing thee behind! 

Semi- Chorus II. With trembling step, alas! I leave 
this tent of Agamemnon to learn of thee, my royal 
mistress, whether the Argives have resolved to take 
my wretched life, whether the sailors at the prow 
are making ready to ply their oars. 

Hec. My child, a fearful dread seized on my wake- 
ful heart and sent me hither. 

Semi-Ch. II. Hath a herald from the Danai al- 
ready come? To whom am I, poor captive, given 
as a slave? 

Hec. Thou art not far from being allotted now. 

Semi-Ch. II. Woe worth the day! What Argive 
or Phthiotian chief will bear me far from Troy, alas! 
unto his home, or haply to some island fastness? 

Hec. Ah me! ah me! Whose slave shall I become 
in my old age ? in what far clime ? a poor old drone, 
the wretched copy of a corpse, set to keep the gate 
or tend their children, I who once held royal rank 
in Troy. 

Ch. Woe, woe is thee! What piteous dirge wilt 
thou devise to mourn the outrage done thee? No 
more through Ida’s looms shall I ply the shuttle to 
and fro. I look my last and latest on my children’s 
bodies; henceforth shall 1 endure surpassing misery; 
it may be as the unwilling bride oit some Hellene 
(perish the night and fortune that brings me to 
this!) ; it may be as a wretched slave I from Peirenc’s 
sacred fount shall draw their store of water. 

Oh! be it ours to come to Theseus’ famous realm, 
a land of joy! Never, never let me see Eurotas’ 
swirling tide, hateful home of Helen, there to meet 
and be the slave of Menelaus, whose hand laid Troy- 
land waste! Yon holy land by Pcncus fed, nestling 
in all its beauty at Olympus’ foot, is said, so have I 
heard, to be a very granary of wealth and teeming 
jfruitage; next to the sacred soil of Theseus, I could 
wish to reach that land. They tell me too Heph^ 
tus’ home, beneath the shadow of ^Etna, fronting 
Phoenicia, the mother of Sicilian hills, is famous for 
the crowns it gives to worth. Or may 1 find a home 
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^ tW dK^e wliidi lieth verv nig^ tonia^s sea» t A. Sbe Doo wasa dbosen pnze; Achilles* mi did 
Is^., hy Crathis watered, lovely stre^ that dyes talce her. 

the hair an auburn tint, feeding with its holy waves Hec. As for me whose hair is white with age, who 
and making glad therewith the home of heroes good need to hcdd a staff to be to me a third foot, whose 
and true. servant am I to be? 

But mark! a herald from the host of X^nai, with Ta. Odysseus, king of Ithaca, hath taken thee to 
store of fresh proclamations, comes hasting hither, be his slave. 

What is his errand? what saith he? List, for we are HfC» O GodI Now smite the dose-shorn faeadl 
slaves to Dorian lords henceforth. tear your cheeks with your nails. God hdp mel 1 

Ea^TALTHYBius. havc fallen as a slave to a treacherous foe 1 hate, a 

Tahhyhius, Hecuba, thou knowest me from my monster of lawlessness, one that by his double tongue 

many journeys to and fro as herald ' twixt the Achaam hath turned against us all that once was friendly in 

host and Troy; no stranger I to thee, lady, even his camp, changing this for that and that for this 

aforetime, 1 Talthybius, now sent with a fr^ mes- agam. Oh weep for me, ye Trojan dames! Undonel 

sage. uMone and lost! ah woe! a victim to a most un- 

Hec. Ah, kind friends, *ti8 cornel what 1 so long happy lot! 
have dreaded. Ch. Thy fate, royal mistress, now thou knowest; 

Ta, The lot has dedded your fates already, if that but for me, what Hdlene or Achaean is master of 
was what you feared. my destiny? > ** 

Hee, Ah me I What city didst thou say, Thessalian, Ta, Ho, servants! haste and bring Cassandral forth 

Phthian, or Cadmean? to me here, that 1 may place her in our camain’s 

Ta, Each warrior took his prize in turn; ye were hands, and then conduct to the rest of the dhiefr 

not all at once assigned. the captives each hath had assigned. Ha! what s the 

Hec, To whom hath the lot assigned us severally ? blaze of torches there within ? What do these Tmjan 

Which of us Trojan dames doth a happy fortune dames? Are they firing the chambers, because they 

await ? must leave this land and be carried away to Ar^? 

Ta, I know, but ask thy questions separately, not Are they setting themselves aflame in their longing 

all at once. for death? Of a truth the free bear thdr troubles 

Hec, Then tell me, whose prize is my daughter, in cases like this with a stifr neck. Ho, there! open! 

hapless Cassandra ? lest their deed, which suits them well but finds small 

Ta, King Agamemnon hath chosen her out for fiivour with the Achseans, bring blame on me. 
himself. Hec, *Ti5 not that they are setting aught ablaze, 

Hec. To be the slave-girl of his Spartan wife ? Ah but my child Cassandra, frenzied maid, comes rush- 
me! ing wildly hither. i 

Ta, Nay, to share with him his stealthy love. Enter cass andra carrying urrches, 

Hec. What! Phoebus* virgin-priestess, to whom Cassandra. Bring the light, uplift and show its 
the god widi golden locks granted the boon of maid- flame! I am doing the god’s service, seel see! making 

enhood? his shrine to glow with tapers bright. O Hymen, 

Ta. The dart of love hath pierced his heart, love king of marriage! blest is the bridegroom; blest am 
for the frenzied maid. I a&), the maiden soon to wed a princely lord in 

Hec, Daughter, cast from thee the sacred keys, Argos. Hail Hymen, king of marriage! Since thou, 

and from thy body tear the hdy wreaths that drape my mother, art ever busied with tears and lamenta- 

thee in their folds. tions in thy mourning for my father’s death and for 

Ta, Why! is it not an honour high that she should our country dear, I at my own nuptials am making 

win our monarch’s love ? this torch to blaze and show its light, in thy honour, 

Hec. What have ye done to her whom late ye O Hymen, king of marriage! Grant thy light too, 

took from me~-my child ? Hecate, at the maiden’s wrading, as the custom is. 

Ta* Dost mean Polyxena, or whom dost thou in* Nimbly lift the foot aloft, lead on the dance, with 
quire about ? cries ot joy, as if to greet my frither’s happy frite. To 

Hec. To whom hath the lot asdgned her? dance I hold a sacred duty; come, Phoebus, lead the 

Ta. To minister at Achilles’ tomb hath been ap- way, for ’tis in thy temple mid thy ^y-trees that 

pointed her. 1 minister. Hail Hymen, god of marriage! Hymen, 

Hec. Woe is me! I the mother of a dead man’s hail! Come, mother mine, and join the dance, link 

dave! What custom, what ordinance is this amongst thy steps with me, and circle in the gladsome meas* 

Udknes, good sir? ure, now here, now there. Salute bride on her 

Ta. C^t thy daughter happy: ’tb well with weddina-day with hymns and cries of ^oy. Come, 
her. ye maids ot Phrygia in raiment frur, sing my mar* 

Hot. What wild words are these? say, is she still riage with the husband fiite ordains that I should, 

wed, 

V To. Her fote is one that sets her free from trouble. Ch, Hold the frantic maiden, royd mistress mine; 

JHee. And what of mail-clad Hector’s wife, sad lest with nimble foot she rush to the Argivearmy* 
Aiidimacbe?declamher fo^ Hstr. Thou god of fire, ’tis thine to fight tiiebrkU 
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torcb Ibr mm» hmmteem k ijie fliMne.^u Idodtat 
here* beyond mf bkdem bodiiigs* Ab, my chEdf 
bow IHtie did I ever dream that sudi would be tby 
mamage, a ca^ve» and Argos tool Give up tb« 
torch to me; thou dost not bmr its blaze aright in 
thy wild frantic courser nor have thy afflictions left 
thee in thy sober senses, but still art thou as frantic 
as before. Take in those torches, Trojan friends, and 
for her wedding madrigals weep your tears instead. 

Co. O mother, crown my head with victor’s 
wreaths; rejcace in my royal match; lead me to my 
Imd; nay, if thou me loth at all, thrust me 
there by fmee; for if Loxias be indeed a prophet, 
Agamemnon, that fsmous king of the Achaeans, will 
find in me a bride more fraught with woe to him 
than Helen. For 1 will slay him and lay waste his 
home to avenge my father’s and my brethren’s death. 
But of the dm itself I will not speak; nor will I teU 
of that axe which shall sever my neck and the necks 
of others, or of the conflict ending in a mother’s 
death, which my marriage shall cause, nor of the 
overthrow of Atreus’ house; but I, for all my frenzy, 
will so fiir rise above my frantic fit, that I will prove 
this city happier far than those Achaeans, who for 
the sake of one woman and one man’s love of her 
have lost a countless host in seeking Helen. Their 
captain too, whom men call wise, hath lost for what 
he hated most what most he prized, yielding to his 
brother for a woman’s sake~-and she a willing prize 
whom no man forced— the joy he had of his own 
children in his home. For from the day that they 
did land upon Scamander’s strand, their doom be* 
gan, not for loss of stolen frontier nor yet for father* 
knd with frowning towers; whomso Ares slew, those 
never saw their babes again, nor were they shrouded 
far the tomb by hand of wife, but in a foreign land 
they lie. At home the case was still the same; wives 
were dying widows, parents were left childless in 
their homes, having reared their sons for others, and 
none is left to make libations of blood upon the 
ground before their tombs. Truly to such praise as 
this their host can make an ample claim. *Tis better 
to pass their shame in silence by, nor be mine the 
Muse to tell that evil tale. But the Trojans w»e 
dying, first for their fatherland, fairest fame to win; 
whomso the sword laid low, all these found friends 
to bear their bodies home and were laid to rest in 
the bosom of their native land, their funeral rites 
all duly paid by duteous hands. And all such Phry* 
gians as escaped the warrior’s death lived ever day 
by day with wife and children by them— joys the 
Achaeans had left behind. As for Hector and his 
grie&, prithee hear how stands the case; he is dead 
and gone, but still his fame remains as bravest of the 
brave, and this was a result of the Achaeans’ coming; 
for had they remained at home, bis worth would 
have gone unnoticed. So too with Paris, he married 
the d^ghter of Zeus, whereas, had he never done 
so, the alliance he made in his family would have 
been fiargotten. Whoso is wise should fly from mak* 
ing mr • but if he be brouj^t to this pass, a noble 
death crown his city with gbry, a coward’s end 


addi-^iaiDe. Wberefbi^ mother mine, thou^ioiddiiBtf 
not ^ diy country or my spousal, for this sny 
marriage will destroy those whm thou and 1 most 
hate. 

How sweetly at thy own sad fet thou smikst, 
chantmg a strain, which, spite id thee, may prove 
dree wrong! 

Ta, Had not Apollo turned thy wits astray, thoU 
shouklst not for nothing have sent my chiefs mth 
such ominous predictions forth on their way. But, 
after all, these lofty minds, reputed wise, are noth* 
ing better than those that are held as nauj^t. For 
that mighty king of ail Hellas, own son of Atreus, 
has yielded to a passion for this mad maiden of all 
others; though I am poor enough, yet would I ne’er 
have chosen such a wife as this. As for thee, since 
thy senses are not whole, I give thy taunts ’gainst 
Argos and thy praise of Troy to the winds to carry 
away. Follow me now to the ships to grace the wed* 
ding of our chief. And thou too follow, whensoe’er 
the son of Laertes demands thy presence, for thou 
wilt serve a mistress most discreet, as all declare who 
came to Ilium. 

Ca, A clever fellow this menial 1 Why is it heralds 
hold the name they do? All men unite in hating 
with one common hate the servants who attend on 
kings or governments. Thou sayest my mother shall 
come to the halls of Odysseus; where then be Apollo’s 
words, so clear to me in their interpretation, which 
declare that here she shall die? What else remains, 
I will not taunt her with. Little knows he, the luck* 
less wight, the suflerings that await him; or how 
these iUs I and my Phrygians endure shall one day 
seem to him precious as gold. For beyond the ten 
long years spent at Troy he shall drag out other ten 
and then come to his country all alone, by the route 
where fell Charybdis lurks in a narrow channel 
’twixt the rocks; past Cyclops the savage shepherd, 
and Ligurian Circe that turneth men to swine; ship* 
wreckra oft upon the salt sea*wave; frin to eat the 
lotus, and the sacred cattle of the sun, whose flesh 
shall utter in the days to come a human voice, fraught 
with misery to Odysseus. But to briefly end this 
history, he shall descend alive to Hades, and, though 
he ’scape the waters’ flood, yet shall he find a thou* 
sand troubles in his home when he arrives. Enough! 
why do I recount the troubles of Odysseus? Lad 
on, that 1 forthwith may wed my husband for his 
home in Hades’ halls. Base thou art, and basely 
shalt thou be buried, in the dead of night when day 
is done, thou captain of that host of Danai, who 
thinkest so proudly of thy fortune! Yea, and my 
corpse cast forth in nakedness shall the rocky chasm 
with its fiood of wintry waters give to wild beasts to 
make their meal upon, hard by my husband’s tomb, 
me the handmaid of Apollo. Farewell, ye garlands 
of that god most dear to me! farewell, ye mystic 
symbobl 1 here resign your feasts, my joy in days 
gone by. Go, 1 tear ye from my body, that, 
yet mine honour is intact, 1 may give them to the 
rushing winds to waft to thee, my prince of projAt* 
ecyl V^ere isyon general’s ship? Whither must 1 go 
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to take my place thereon? Lose no further time in dirge in strains unheard as yet, with tears the while; 

watching for a htvouring breeze to fill thy sails, fornow will I uplift for Troy a piteous chant, telling 

doomed as thou art to carry from this land one of how I met my doom and ful a wretched captive to 

the three avenging spirits. Fare thee well, mother the Argives by reason of a four-footed beast that 

mine! dry thy tears, O country dear I yet a little moved on wheels, in the hour that Achsea's sons 

while, my brothers sleeping in the tomb and mv left at our gates that horse, loud rumbling on its way, 

own 4ther true, and ye shall welcome me; yet shall with its trappings of gold and its freight of warriors; 

victory crown my advent ’mongst the dead, when and our folk crira out as they stood upon the rocky 

I have overthrown the home of our destroyers, the citadel, “Up now ye whose toil is o’er, and drag this 

house of the sons of Atreus. sacred image to the shrine of the 2^us-born maiden, 

Exeunt talthybxus and cassandra. goddess of our Ilium I” Forth from his house came 

Ch. Ye guardians of the grey-haired Hecuba, sec every youth and every grey-head too; and with 

how your mistress is sinking speechless to the ground I songs of joy they took the fatal snare within. Then 

Take hold of her! will ye let her fall, ye worthless hastened all the race of Phrygia to the gates, to 

slaves? lift up again, from where it lies, her silvered make the goddess a present of an Argive band am- 

head. bushed in the polished mountain-pine, Dardania’s 

Hec. Leave me lying where I fell, my maidens— ruin, a welcome gift to be to her, the virgin queen 

unwelcome service grows not welcome ever— my of deathless steeds; and with nooses of cord they 

sufferings now, my troubles past, afflictions yet to dragged it, as. it had been a ship’s dark hull, to the 

come, all claim this lowly posture. Gods of heaven! stone-built fane of the goddess Pallas, and set it on 

small help I find in calling such allies, yet is there that floor so soon to drink our country’s bloodl But, 

something in the form of invoking heaven, whenso as they laboured and made merry, came on the 

we fall on evil days. First will I descant upon my pitchy night; loud the Libyan flute was sounding, 

former blessings; so shall I inspire the greater pitv and Phrygian songs awoke, while maidens bea^ the 

for my present woes. Born to royal estate and wed- ground with airy foot, uplifting their gladsome ^ng; 

ded to a royal lord, I was the mother of a race of and in the halls a blaze of torchlight shed its fiiclfer- 

gallant sons; no mere ciphers they, but Phrygia’s ing shadows on sleeping eyes. In that hour around 

chiefest pride, children such as no Trojan or Hellen- the house was I singing as I danced to that maiden 

ic or barbarian mother ever had to boast. All these of the hills, the child of Zeus; when lol there rang 

have I seen slain by the spear of Hellas, and at their along the town a cry of death which filled the homes 

tombs have I shorn off my hair; with these my eyes of 1 roy, and little babes in terror clung about their 

I saw their sire, my Priam, butchered on his own mothers’ skirts, as forth from their ambush came 

hearth, and my city captured, nor did others bring the warrior-band, the handiwork of maiden Pallas, 

this bitter news to me. The maidens I brought up Anon the altars ran with Phrygian blood, and deso- 

tb see chosen for some marriage high, for strangers lation reigned o’er every bed where young men lay 

have I reared them, and seen them snatched away, beheaded, a glorious crown for Hellas won, ay, for 

Nevermore can I hope to be seen by them, nor shall her, the nurse of youth, but for our Phrygian father- 

my eyes behold them ever in the days to come. And land a bitter grief. Look, Hecuba! dost see Androm- 

last, to crown my misery, shall I be brought to ache advancing hither on a foreign car? and with 

Hellas, a slave in my old age. And there the tasks her, clasped to her throbbing breast, is her dear 

that least befit the evening of my life will they im- Astyanax, Hector’s child. 

pose on me, to watch their gates and keep the keys. Enter andromache. 

me Hector’s mother, or bake their bread, and on Hec. Whither art thou borne, unhappy wife, 
the ground instead of my royal bed lay down my mounted on that car, side by side with Hector’s 

shrunken limbs, with tattered rags about my wasted brazen arms and Phrygian spoils of war, with which 

frame, a shameful garb for those who once were Achilles’ son will deck the shrines of Phthia on his 

prosperous. Ah, woe is me! and this is what I bear return from Troy? 

and am to bear for one weak woman’s wooing! O Andromache. My Achaean masters drag me hence, 

my daughter, O Cassandra! whom gods have sum- Hec. Woe is thee! 

moned to their frenzied train, how cruel the lot An. Why dost thou in note of woe utter the dirge 

that ends thy virgin days! And thou, Polyxena! my that is mine? 

child of sorrow, where, oh! where art thou? None Hec. Ah me! _ 

of all the many sons and daughters have I born An. For these sorrows. 

comes to aid a wretched mother. Why then raise me Hec. O Zeus! 

up? What hope is left us? Guide me, who erst trod An. And for this calamity. 

so daintily the streets of Troy, but now am but a Hec. O my children! 

slave, to a bed upon the ground, nigh some rocky An. Our day is past. 

ridge, that thence I may cast me down and perish, Hec. Joy is fled, and Troy o’erthrown. 

after I have wasted my body with weeping. Of all An. Woe is me! 

the prosperous crowd, count none a happy man be- Hec. Dead too all my gallant sons! 

hre he die. An. Alack and well-a-cky! 

Ch. Sing me, Muse, a talc of Troy, a funeral Hec. Ah me for my— 
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An, Misery! 

Hec. Piteous the fate— 

An, Of our city, 

Hec, Smouldering in the smoke. 

An, Come, my husband, come to me! 

Hec, Ah hapless wifel thou callest on my son who 
lieth in the tomb. 

An, Thy wife’s defender, come! 

Hec, Do thou, who erst didst make the Achseans 
grieve, eldest of the sons I bare to Priam in the days 
gone by» take me to thy rest in Hades* halls! 

An, Bitter are these regrets, unhappy mother, 
bitter these woes to bear; our city ruined, and sor- 
row evermore to sorrow added, through the will of 
angry heaven, since the day that son^ of thine es- 
caped his doom, he that for a bride accursed brought 
destruction on the Trojan citadel. There lie the 
gory corpses of the slain by the shrine of Pallas for 
vultures to carry off; and Troy is come to slavery’s 
yoke. 

Hec, O my country, O unhappy land, I weep for 
thee now left behind; now dost thou behold thy 
piteous end; and thee, my house, I weep, wherein 
I suffered travail. O my children! reft of her city 
as your mother is, she now is losing you. Oh, what 
mourning and what sorrow! oh, what endless streams 
of tears in our houses! The dead alone forget their 
griefs and never shed a tear. 

Ch, What sweet relief to sufferers ’tis to weep, to 
mourn, lament, and chant the dirge that tells of 
grief! 

An, Dost thou see this, mother of that Hector, 
who once laid low in battle many a son of Argos? 

Hec, I see that it is heaven’s way to exalt what 
men accounted naught, and ruin what they most 
esteemed. 

An, Hence with my child as booty am I borne; 
the noble are to slavery brought— a bitter, bitter 
change. 

Hec, This is necessity’s grim law; it was but now 
Cassandra was torn with brutal violence from my 
arms. 

An, Alas, alas! it seems a second Aias hath appeared 
to wrong thy daughter; but there be other ilk for 
thee. 

Hec. Ay, beyond all count or measure are my 
sorrows; evil vies with evil in the struggle to be first. 

An. Thy daughter Polyxena is dead, slain at 
Achilles’ tomb, an offering to his lifeless corpse. 

Hec. O woe is me! This is that riddle Talthybius 
long since told me, a truth obscurely uttered. 

An, I saw her with mine eyes; so I alighted from 
the chariot, and covered her corpse witjfi a mantle, 
and smote upon my breast. 

Hec, Alas! my child, for thy unhallowed sacri- 
fice! and yet again, ah me! for this thy shameful 
death! 

An, Her death was even as it was, and yet that 

^Paris, who had been exposed to die on account of an 
oracle foretelling the misery he would cause if he grew 
to man’s estate; but shepherds had found him on the 
hills and reared him. 


death of hers was after all a happier &te than this 
my life. 

Hec, Death and life are not ^the same, my child; 
the one is annihilation, the other keeps a place for 
hope. 

An, Hear, O mother of children! give ear to what 
I urge so well, that I may cheer my drooping spirit. 
’Tis all one, I say, ne’er to have been born and to be 
dead, and better far is death than life with misery. 
For the dead feel no sorrow any more and know no 
grief; but he who has known prosperity and has 
fellen on evil days feels his spirit straying from the 
scene of former joys. Now that child of thine is dead 
as though she ne’er had seen the light, and little she 
recks of her calamity; whereas I, who aimed at a 
hiT repute, though 1 won a higher lot than most, 
yet missed my luck in life. For all that stamps the 
wife a woman chaste, I strove to do in Hector’s 
home. In the first place, whether there is a slur upon 
a woman, or whether there is not, the very fact of 
her not staying at home brings in its train an evil 
name; therefore I gave up any wish to do so, and 
abode ever within my house, nor would I admit the 
clever gossip women love, but conscious of a heart 
that told an honest tale I was content therewith. 
And ever would I keep a silent tongue and modest 
eye before my lord; and well I knew where I might 
rule my lord, and where ’twas best to yield to him; 
the fame whereof hath reached the Achaean host, 
and proved my ruin; for when I was taken captive, 
Achilles’ son would have me as his wife, and I must 
serve in the house of murderers. And if I set aside 
my love for Hector, and ope my heart to this new 
lord, I shall appear a traitress to the dead, while, if 
I hate him, I shall incur my master’s displeasure. 
And yet they say a single night removes a woman’s 
dislike for her husband; nay, I do hate the woman 
who, when she hath lost her former lord, transfers 
her love by marrying another. Not e’en the horse, 
if from his fellow torn, will cheerfully draw the 
yoke; and yet the brutes have neither speech nor 
sense to help them, and arc by nature man’s in- 
feriors. O Hector mine! in thee 1 found a husband 
amply dowered with wisdom, noble birth and for- 
tune, a brave man and a mighty; whilst thou didst 
take me from my father’s house a spotless bride, 
thyself the first to make this maiden wife. But now 
death hath claimed thee, and 1 to Hellas am soon 
to sail, a captive doomed to wear the yoke of slavery. 
Hath not then the dead Polyxena, for whom thou 
wailcst, less evil to bear than I ? I have not so much 
as hope, the last resource of every human heart, nor 
do 1 beguile myself with dreams of future bliss, the 
very thought whereof is sweet. 

Ch, Thou art in the self-same plight as I; thy 
lamentations for thyself remind me of my own sad 
case. 

Hec, I never yet have set foot on a ship’s deck, 
though 1 have seen such things in pictures and know 
of them from hearsay. Now sailors, if there come a 
storm of moderate force, are all eagerness to save 
themselves by toil; one at the tiller stands, another 
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moA the aheets>a thm) meantiaieis 
hciluig out the ship; but if tempestuous leaves arise 
lb overwhelm them» they yield to fcu-tutie and com- 
jsnit thanselves to the driving billows. Even so I, 
by reason of my countless troubles, am dumb and 
fi)dbear to say a word; for Heaven with its surge of 
nais^ is too strong for me. Cease, Oh cease, my 
darling child, to speak of Hector’s fate; no tears 
of thine can save him; honour thy present lord, 
offering thy sweet nature as the bait to win him. If 
thou do this, thou wilt cheer thy fnends as well as 
thyself, and thou shalt rear my Hector’s child to 
lend stout aid to Ilium, that so thy children in the 
after-time may build her up again, and our city yet 
be stablished. But lo! our talk must take a different 
turn; who is this Acha^m menial 1 see coming hither, 
sent to tell us of some new design ? 

EfOer TALTHYBXUS. 

Ta. Oh hate me not, thou that erst wert Hector’s 
wife, the bravest of the Ph^giansl for my tongue 
would fain not tell that which the Danai and sons 
of Pelops both command. 

An. What is it? Thy prelude bodeth evil 
news. 

Ta. *'Iis decreed thy son is— how can I tell my 
news? 

An, Surely not to have a different master from 
me? 

Ta. None of all Achasa’s chiefs shall ever lord it 
over him. 

An. Is it their will to leave him here, a remnant 
yet of Phrygia’s race? 

Ta, I know no words to break the sorrow lightly 
to thee. 

An. I thank thee for thy consideration, unless 
indeed thou hast good news to tell. 

Ta. They mean to slay thy son; there is my hate- 
ful message to thee. 

An. O Godl this is worse tidings than my forced 
marriage. 

Ta. So spake Odysseus to the assembled Hellenes, 
and his word prevails. 

An, Oh once again ah me! there is no measure 
m the woes I bear. 

Ta. He said they should not rear so brave a &ther’s 
son. 

An. May such counsels yet prevail about children 
of hisi 

Ta. From Troy’s battlements he must be thrown. 
Let it be even so, and thou wilt show more wisdom; 
cling not to him, but bear thy sorrows with heroic 
heart, nor in thy weakness deem that thou art strong. 
For nowhere hast thou any help; consider this thou 
must; thy husband and thy city are no more, so 
thou art in our power, and I alone am match enough 
for one weak woman; wherefore I would not see 
thee bent on strife, or any course to bring thee 
idiame or hate, newr wtnild I hear thee rashly curse 
Ac Adiaeans. For if thou say aught whereat the 
grow wroth, this child will find no burial nor 
either. But if thou hold thy peace and with 
o^jpQSUCe take thy &te, thou wilt not leave his 


moae uhtmed, and ihysdf wilt ffnd mom fiiypur 

with the Achaeans. 

An. My chUdf my own sweet babe and prtedess 
treasurel thy death the foe demands, and thou must 
leave thy wretched mother. That which saves the 
fives of others, proves thy destruction, even thy 
sire’s nobility; to thee thy father’s valiancy has 
proved no boon. O the woful wedding rites, that 
brought me erst to Hector’s home, hoping to be the 
mother of a son that should rule o’er Asia’s fruitful 
fields instead of serving as a victim to the sons of 
Danaus! Dost weep, my babe? dost know thy hap- 
less fate ? Why clutch me with thy hands and to my 
garment cling, nestling like a tender chick beneath 
my wing? Hector will not rise again and come grip- 
ping his ^mous spear to bring thee salvation; no 
kinsman of thy sire appears, nor might of Phrygian 
hosts; one awful headlong leap from the dizzy height 
and thou wilt desh out thy life with none to pity 
thee! Oh to clasp thy tender limbs, a mother’s fona- 
est joyl Oh to breathe thy fragrant breathi m vain 
it seems these breasts did suckle thee, wrapM in 
thy swaddling-clothes; all for naught 1 used tp toil 
and wore myself away I Kiss thy mother now fm the 
last time, nestle to her that bare thee, twine thy 
arms about my neck and join thy lips to min^l O 
ye Hellenes, cunning to devise new forms of cruelty, 
why slay this child who never wronged any? Thou 
daughter of Tyndarus, thou art no child of Zeus, 
but sprung, I trow, of many a sire, first of some evil 
demon, next of Envy, then of Murder and of Death, 
and every horror that the earth begets. That Zeus was 
never sire of thine I boldly do assert, bane as thou 
hast been to many a Hellene and barbarian ^oo. 
Destruction catch thee! Those fair eyes of thine 
have brought a shameful ruin on the fields of glori- 
ous Troy. Take the babe and bear him hence, hurl 
him down if so ye list, then feast upon his fieshl 
•Tis heaven’s high will we perish, and I cannot ward 
the deadly stroke from my child. Hide me and my 
misery; cast me into the ship’s hold; for ’tis to a fair 
wedding I am going, now that I have lost my child! 

Ch. Unhappy Troy! thy thousands thou hast lost 
for one woman’s sake and her accursed wooing. 

Ta. Come, child, leave fond embracing of thy 
woful mother, and mount the high coronal of thy 
ancestral towers, there to draw thy parting breath, 
as is ordained. Take him hence. His should the duty 
be to do such herald's work, whose heart knows no 
pity and who loveth ruthlessness more than my soul 
doth. 

JSreimr ANDROMACHE WtALTHYBIUS Wi^ ASTY- 

Hec. O child, son of my hapless boy, an unjust 
fiite robs me and thy mother of thy line. How is it 
with me? What can I do for thee, my luckless babe? 
for thee I smite upon my head and oeat my breast, 
my only gift; for that abne is in my power. Woe 
for my city! woe for theei Is not our cup full? What 
is wantin^now to our utter and immediate ruin? 

Ch, O Telamon, King of Salamis, the feedings 
ground of bees, who hast thy home in a sea-girt ide 
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that Ueth mgh the hdiy hSk where first . Athena 
made die erey olive-branch to appear^ a crown £or 
heavenly neads and a glory unto happy Athens, 
thou didst come in knightly brotherhood with that 
^eat archer, Alcmena’s son, to sack our city Ilium, 
in days gone by, on thy advent from Hdlas, what 
time he led the chosen flower of Hellas, vexed for 
the steeds denied him, and at the fair stream of 
Simois be stayed his sea-borne ship and fastened 
cables to the stern, and forth therefrom he took the 
bow his hand could deftly shoot, to be the doom 
of Laomedon; and with the ruddy breath of fire 
wasted the masonrv squared by Phoebus* line and 
chisel, and sacked the land of Troy; so twice in two 
attacks hath the bloodstained spear destroyed Dar- 
dania's walls. 

In vain, it seems, thou Phrygian boy,^ pacing with 
dainty step amid thy golden chalices, dost thou fill 
high the cup of Zeus, a service passing fair; seeing 
that the land of thy birth is being consumed by fire. 
The shore re-echoes to our cries; and, as a bird be- 
wails its young, so we bewail our husbands or our 
children, or our grey-haired mothers. The dew-fed 
springs where thou didst bathe, the course where 
thou didst train, are now no more; but thou beside 
the throne of Zeus art sitting with a calm, sweet 
smile upon thy fair young face, while the spear of 
Hellas lays the land of Priam waste. Ah! Love, Love, 
who once didst seek these Dardan halls, deep-seated 
in the hearts of heavenly gods, how high didst thou 
make Troy to tower in those days, allying her with 
deities! But I will cease to urge reproaches against 
Zeus; for white-winged dawn, whose light to man 
is dear, turned a bdeful eye upon our land and 
watched the ruin of our citadel, though she had 
within her bridal bower a husband from this land, 
whom on a day a car of gold and spangled stars 
caught up and carried thither, great source of hope 
to his native country; but all the love the gods once 
had for Troy is passed away. 

Enter menelaus. 

Menelaus, Hail! thou radiant orb by whose fair 
light I now shall capture her that was my wife, e*en 
Helen; for I am that Menelaus, who hath toiled so 
hard, I and Achaea’s host. To Troy I came, not so 
much as men suppose to take this woman, but to 
punish him who from my house stole my wife, traitor 
to my hospitality. But he, by heaven’s will, hath 
paid the penalty, ruined, and his country too, by 
the spear of Hdlas. And I am come to bear that 
Spartan woman hence—wife 1 have no mind to call 
her, though she once was mine; for now she is but 
one among the other Trojan dames who share these 
tents as captives. For they— the very men who toiled 
to take her with the spear— have granted her to me 
to day, or, if I will, to spare and carry back with me 
to A^os. Now my purpose is not to put her to 
death la Troy, but to carry her to Hdlas in my sea- 
borne ship, and then surrender her to death, a rec- 
ompense to ail whose friends were stain in Ilium. 

Kjanymedc. 


Hoi m^ trusty men, enter tlie tent, and drag heir 
out to me by her hair with many a murder foul; and 
when a favouring breeze shall mow, to Hellas wstt 
we convey her 

Hec, O thou that dost support the earth and 
restest thereupon, whosoe’er thou art, a riddle past 
our kenl be thou Zeus, or natural necessity, or man’s 
intellect, to thee 1 pray; for, though thou treadest 
o’er a noiseless path, all thy dealings with mankind 
are by justice guided. 

Me, How now? Strange the prayer thou ofiFerest 
unto heaven! 

Hec, 1 thank thee, Menelaus, if thou wilt slay 
that wife of thine. Yet shun the sight of her, lest 
she smite thee with regret. For she ensnares the 
eyes of men, o’erthrows their towns, and burns their 
houses, so potent are her witcheries! Well 1 know 
her; so dost thou and those her victims too. 

EnterHELES. 

Helen, Menelaus! this prelude well may fill me 
with alarm; for 1 am haled with violence by thy 
servants’ hands and brought before these tents. Stfll, 
though I am well-nigh sure thou hatest me, yet 
would I fiiin inquire what thou and Hdlas have de- 
cided about my life. 

Me, To judge thy case required no great exact- 
ness; the host with one consent— that host whom 
thou didst wrong— handed thee over to* me to die. 

Hel, May I answer this decision, proving that my 
death, if to die 1 am, will be unjust? 

Me. I came not to argue, but to slay thee. 

Hec, Hear her, Menelaus; let her not die for want 
of that, and let me answer her again, for thou know- 
est naught of her villainies in Troy; and the whole 
case, if thus summed up, will insure her death against 
all chance of an escape. 

Me, This boon needs leisure; still, if she wishes to 
speak, the leave is given. Yet will 1 grant her this 
because of thy words, that she may hear them, and 
not for her own sake. 

Hel. Perhaps thou wilt not answer me, from count- 
ing me a foe, whether my words seem good or ilL 
Yet will I put my charges and thine over against 
each other, and then reply to the accusations 1 sup- 
pose thou wilt advance against me. First, then, she 
was the author of these troubles by giving birth to 
Paris; next, old Priam ruined Troy and me, be- 
cause he did not slay his babe Alexander, baleful 
semblance of a fire-brand, long ago. Hear what fid- 
lowed. This Paris was to judge the claims of thrae 
rival goddesses; so Pallas oflered him command of 
all the Phrygians, and the destruction of Hellas; 
Hera promisro he should spread his dominkm over 
Asia, and the utmost bounds of Europe, if he would 
decide for her; but Cypis spoke in rapture of my 
bveliness, and promised him this boon, if she should 
have the preference o’er those twain for beauty; 
now mark the inference 1 deduce from this; Cypris 
won the day o’er thdm, and thus fax hath my mar- 
riag^e proved of benefit to Hellas, that ye are not 
subject to barbarian rule, neither vanquiwed in the 
strife, nor yet by tyrants cru^ed. What Hdlas 
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gained, was rain to me, a victim for my beauty sold, ablaze with gold, thy senses utterly forsook thee, 

and now am I reproached for that which should Yea, for in Argos thou hadst moved in simple state, 

have set a crown upon my head. But thou wilt say but, once free of Sparta, *twas thy fond hope to 

I am silent on the real matter at issue, how it was deluge by thy lavish outlay Phrygia's town, that 

I started forth and left thy house by stealth. With fiowra with gold; nor was the palace of Menelaus 

no mean goddess at his side he came, my evil genius, rich enough for thy luxury to riot in. Hal my son 

call him Alexander or Paris, as thou wilt; and him carried thee off by force, so thou sayest; what Spar- 

didst thou, thrice guilty wretch, leave behind thee tan saw this? what cry for help didst thou ever 

in thy house, and sail away from Sparta to the land raise, though Castor was still alive, a vigorous youth, 

of Crete. Enough of this! For all that followed I and his brother also, not yet amid the stars? Then 

must question my own heart, not thee; what frantic when thou wert come to Troy, and the Argives 

thought led me to follow the stranger from thy were on thy track, and the mortal combat was be- 

house, traitress to my country and my home ? Pun- gun, whenever tidings came to thee of Menelaus* 

ish the goddess, show thyself more mighty e’en than prowess, him wouldst thou praise, to grieve my son, 

Zeus, who, though he lords it o’er the other gods, because he had so powerful a rival in his love; but 

is yet her slave; wherefore I may well be pardoned, if so the Trojans prospered, Menelaus was nothing 

Still, from hence thou mightest draw a specious to thee. Thy eye was fixed on Fortune, and by such 

argument against me; when Paris died, and Earth practice wert thou careful to follow in her steps, 

concealed his corpse, I should have left his house careless of virtue’s cause. And then, in spite jof all, 

and sought the Argive fleet, since my marriage was thou dost assert that thou didst try to let myself 

no longer in the hands of gods. That was what I fain down from the towers by stealth with twisted cords, 

had done; yea, and the warders on the towers and as if loth to stay? Pray then, wert thou ever round 

watchmen on the walls can bear me witness, for oft fastening the noose about thy neck, or whetting the 

they found me seeking to let myself down stealth- knife, as a noble wife would have done in regra for 

ily by cords from the battlements; but there was her former husband ? And yet full oft I advised thee 

that new husband, Deiphobus, that carried me off saying, “Get thee gone, daughter, and let my rons 

by force to be his wife against the will of Troy. How take other brides; I will help thee to steal away, and 

then, my lord, could I be justly put to death by convey thee to the Achaean fleet; oh end the strife 

thee, with any show of right, seeing that he wedded ’twixt us and Hellas!” But this was bitter in thy 

me against my will, and those my other natural gifts ears. For thou wert wantoning in Alexander’s house, 

have served a bitter slavery, instead of leading on fain to have obeisance done thee by barbarians. Yes, 

to triumph? If ’tis thy will indeed to master gods, *twas a proud time for thee; and now after all this 

that very wish displays thy folly. thou hast bedizened thyself, and come forth and 

CA. O my royal mistress, defend thy children’s hast dared to appear under the same sky as thy 

and thy country’s cause, bringing to naught her husband, revolting wretch 1 Better hadst thou come 

persuasive arguments, for she pleads well in spite of in tattered raiment, cowering humbly in terror, 

all her villainy; ’tis monstrous this! with hair shorn short, if for thy past sins thy feeling 

//«•. First will I take up the cause of those god- were one of shame rather than effrontery. O Mcne- 

desses, and prove how she perverts the truth. For I laus, hear the conclusion of my argument; crown 

can ne’er believe that Hera or the maiden Pallas Hellas by slaying her as she deserves, and establish 

would have been guilty of such folly, as to sell, the this law for all others of her sex, e’en death to every 

one, her Argos to barbarians, or that Pallas e’er traitress to her husband. 

would make her Athens subject to the Phrygians, CA. Avenge thee, Menelaus, on thy wife, as is 
coming as they did in mere wanton sport to Ida to worthy of thy home and ancestors, clear thyself 

contest the palm of beauty. For why should goddess from the reproach of effeminacy at the lips of Hellas, 

Hera set her heart so much on such a prize ? Was it and let thy foes see thy spirit, 

to win a nobler lord than Zeus? or was Athena bent Me. Thy thoughts with mine do coincide, that 
on finding ’mongst the gods a husband, she who in she, without constraint, left my palace, and sought 

her dislike of marriage won from her sire the boon a stranger’s love, and now Cypris is introduced for 

of remaining unwed r Seek not to impute folly to mere bluster. Away to those who shall stone thee, 

the goddesses, in the attempt to gloze o’er thy own and by thy speedy death requite the weary toils of 

sin; never wilt thou persuade the wise. Next thou the Achasans, that thou mayst learn not to bring 

hast said— what well may make men jeer— that shame on me! 

Cypris came with my son to the house ot Menelaus. Hel. Oh, by thy knees, I implore thee, impute 

Could she not have stayed quietly in heaven and not that heaven-sent affliction to me, nor slay me; 
brought thee and Amyclae to boot to Ilium? Nay I pardon, I entreat! 

my son was passing fair, and when thou sawest him Hec. Be not false to thy allies, whose death this 

thy fancy straight became thy Cypris; for every woman caused; on their behalf, and for my chil- 

sensual act that men commit, they lay upon this dren’s sake, I sue to thee, 

pddess, and rightly does her name of Aphrodite Me. Peace, reverend dame; to her I pay no heed, 

bedn the word for “senselessness”; so when thou Lol I bid my servants take her hence, aboard the 

diast catch sight of him in gorgeous foreign garb, ship, wherein she is to sail. 
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Hec. Oh never let her set foot within the same 
^ip as thee. 

Me, How now? is she heavier than of yore? 

Hec, Who loveth once, must love alway. 

Me, Why, that depends how those we love are 
minded. But thy wish shall be granted; she shall 
not set foot upon the same ship with me; for thy 
advice is surely sound; and when she comes to Argos 
she shall die a shameful death as is her due, and im- 
press the need of chastity on all her sex; no easy 
task; yet shall her fate strike their foolish hearts 
with terror, e’en though they be more lost to shame 
than she. 

Exit MENELAus, dragging helen with him, 

Ch, So then thou hast delivered into Achaea’s 
hand, O Zeus, thy shrine in Ilium and thy fragrant 
altar, the offerings of burnt sacrifice with smoke of 
myrrh to heaven uprising, and holy Pergamos, and 
glens of Ida tangled with ivy’s growth, where rills 
of melting snow pour down their flood, a holy sun- 
lit land that bounds the world and takes the god’s 
first rays! Gone are thy sacrifices! gone the dancer’s 
cheerful shout! gone the vigils of the gods as night 
closed in! Thy images of carven gold are now no 
more; and Phrygia’s holy festivals, twelve times a 
year, at each full moon, are ended now. ’Tis this 
that filleth me with anxious thought whether thou, 
O king, seated on the sky, thy heavenly throne, 
carest at all that my city is destroyed, a prey to the 
furious fiery blast. Ah! my husband, fondly loved, 
thou art a wandering spectre; unwashed, unburied 
lies thy corpse, while o’er the sea the ship sped by 
wings will carry me to Argos, land of steeds, where 
stand Cyclopian walls of stone upreared to heaven. 
There in the gate the children gather, hanging round 
their mothers’ necks, and weep their piteous lamenta- 
tion, “O mother, woe is me! torn from thy sight 
Achaeans bear me away from thee to their dark ship 
to row me o’er the deep to sacred Salamis or to the 
hilU on the Isthmus, that o’erlooks two seas, the key 
to the gates of Pelops.” Oh may the blazing thunder- 
bolt, hurled in might from its holy home, smite the 
barque of Menelaus full amidships as it is crossing 
the iEgean main, since he is carrying me away in 
bitter sorrow from the shores of Ilium to be a slave 
in Hellas, while the daughter of Zeus still keeps her 
golden mirrors, delight of maidens’ hearts. Never 
may he reach his home in Laconia or his father’s 
hearth and home, nor come to the town of Pitane® 
or the temple of the goddess® with the gates of 
bronze, having taken as his captive her whose mar- 
riage brought disgrace on Hellas through its length 
and breadth and woful anguish on the streams of 
Simois! Ah me! ah me! new troubles on my country 
fall, to take the place of those that still are fresh! 
Behold, ye hapless wives of Troy, the corpse of 
Astyanax! whom the Danai have cruelly slain by 
hurling him from the battlements. 

^Acrocorinthus. 

®Part of Sparta was so called. 

’Athena of **the Brazen House,” a temple on the 
Acropolis. 


Enter talthybius and attendants, hearing^ 
corpse of astyanax ort hectox^s shield, 

Ta, Hecuba, one ship alone delays its tubing 
oars, and it is soon to sail to the shores ot Phthia 
freighted with the remnant of the spoils of Achilles* 
son; for Neoptolemus is already out at sea, having 
heard that new calamities have befallen Peleus, for 
Acastus, son of Pelias, hath banished him the realm. 
Wherefore he is gone, too quick to indulge in any 
delay, and with him goes Andromache, who drew 
many a tear from me what time she started hence, 
wailing her country and crying her farewell to Hec- 
tor’s tomb. And she craved her master leave to bury 
this poor dead child of Hector who breathed his 
last when from the turrets hurled, entreating too 
that he would not carry this shield, the terror of the 
Achaeans— this shield with plates of brass wherewith 
his father would gird himself— to the home of Peleus 
or to the same bridal bower whither she, herself the 
mother of this corpse, would be led, a bitter sight 
to her, but let her bury the child therein instead of 
in a coffin of cedar or a tomb of stone, and to thy 
hands commit the corpse that thou mayst deck it 
with robes and garlands as best thou canst with thy 
resent means; for she is far away and her master’s 
aste prevented her from burying the child herself. 
So we, when thou the corpse hast decked^ will heap 
the earth above and set thereon a spear; but do thou 
with thy best speed perform thy allotted task; one 
toil however have I already spared thee, for I crossed 
Scamander’s stream and bathed the corpse and 
cleansed its wounds. But now will I go to dig a grave 
for him, that our united efforts shortening our task 
may speed our ship towards home. 

Exit TALTHYBIUS. 

Hec, Place the shield upon the ground. Hector’s 
shield so deftly rounded, a piteous sight, a bitter 
grief for me to see. O ye Achaeans, more reason have 
ye to boast of your prowess than your wisdom! Why 
have ye in terror of this child been guilty of a murder 
never matched before ? Did ye fear that some day 
he would rear again the fallen walls of Troy? It 
seems then ye were nothing after all, when, though 
Hector’s fortunes in the war were prosperous and 
he had ten thousand other arms to back him, we 
still were daily overmatched; and yet, now that our 
city is taken and every Phrygian slain, ye fear a 
tender babe like this! Out upon his fear! say I, who 
fears, but never yet hath reasoned out the cause. 
Ah! my beloved, thine is a piteous death indeed! 
Hadst thou died for thy city, when thou hadst tasted 
of the sweets of manhood, of marriage, and of god- 
like power o’er others, then wert thou blest, if aught 
herein is blest. But now after one glimpse, one dream 
thereof thou knowest them no more, my child, and 
hast no joy of them, though heir to all. Ah, poor 
babe! how sadly have thy own father’s walls, those 
towers that Loxias reared, shorn from thy head the 
locks thy mother fondled, and so oft caressed, from 
which through fractured bones the face of murder 
grins— briefly to dismiss my shocking theme. O 
hands, how sweet the likeness ye retain of his father, 
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MU y^ yeik fipap m yout sockets before mel Dear Hec, Tby.mandsin ^^Ibbditpsridibfoidr 
mottili, $b often foil of words pride, death, hath ages, a wretched leech in name alone, without tesi^ 

flosed thee, and thou hast not kept the promise ity; but for the rest, thy sire intist lodt to that 

thou didst make, when nestling in my robe, **Ah, amongst the dead. 

mother mine, many a lock of my hair will I cut Ch. Smite, oh smite upon thy head with frequent 

for thee, and to thy tomb will lead my troops of blow of hand. Woe is me! 

friends, taking a fond farewell of thee.’* But now Hec, My kind, good friendsl 

*tis not thy hand that buries me, but I, on whom is Ck» Sp^ out, Hecuba, the word that was on 

come old age with loss of home and children, am thy lips. 

burying thee, a tender child untimely slain. Ah met Hec. It seems the only things that heaven con- 
thoK kisses numberless, the nurture that I gave to cerns itself about are my troubles and Troy hateful 

thee, chose sleepless nights— * they all are lostl What in their eyes above all other cities. In vain did we 

diall the bard inscribe upon thy tomb about thee? sacrifice to them. Had not the god caught us in his 

**Argives once for fear of him slew this child 1” Foul grip and plunged us headlong ’neath the earth, we 

diame should that inscription be to Hellas. O child, mould have been unheard of, nor ever sung in Muses’ 

though thou hast no part in all thy father’s wealth, songs, furnishing to bards of after-days a subject for 

yet malt thou have his brazen shield wherein to their minstrelsy. Go, bury now in his poor tomb the 

find a tomb. Ahl shield that didst keep safe the dead, wreathed all duly as befits a corpse. And yet I 

comely arm of Hector, now hast thou lost thy vali- deem it makes but little difFerence to the dera, at- 

ant keeper I How fair upon thy handle lies his imprint, though they get a gorgeous funeral; for this \s but 

and on the rim, that circles rounds the targe, are a cause of idle pride to the living, 

marks of sweat, that trickled oft from Hector’s brow The corpse is carried off to b\maL 

as he pressed it ’gainst his beard in battle’s stress. Ch, AlasI for thy unhappy mother, who o’en thy 
Cmne, bring forth, from such store as we have, corpse hath closed the high hopes of her lifel Born 

adornment for the h^less dead, for fortune gives of a noble stock, counted most happy in thy lot,u 

no chance now for onerings fair; yet of such as I what a tragic death is thinel Hal who are those iW 

possess, shalt thou receive these gifts. Foolish mortal on yonder pinnacles darting to and fro with fiaming 

nel who thinks his luck secure and so rejoices; for torches in their hands? Some new calamity will soon 

fortune, like a madman in her moods, springs to- on Troy alight. 

wards this man, then towards that; and none ever Enter talthybius abotfe. Soldiers are seen on the 

experiences the same unchanging luck. battlements of Troy^ torch in hand. 

Ch. Lol all is ready and they are bringing at thy Ta. Ye captains, whose allotted task it is to fire 
bidding from the spoils of Troy garniture to put this town of Priam, to you I speak. No longer keep 

upon the dead. the firebrand idle in your hands, but launch t^e 

*Hec. Ahl my child, ’tis not as victor o’er thy fiame, that when we have destroyed the city of 

comrades with horse or bow— customs Troy esteems. Ilium we may set forth in gladness on our home- 

without pursuing them to excess— that Hector’s ward voyage from Troy, And you, ye sons of Troy 

mother decks thee now with ornaments from the —to let my orders take at once a double form- 

store that once was thine, though now hath Helen, start for the Achaean ships for your departure hence, 
whom the gods abhor, reft thee of thine own, yea, soon as ever the leaders of the host blow loud and 

and robbed thee of thy life and caused thy house to clear upon the trumpet. And thou, unhappy grey- 

perish root and branch. haired dame, follow; for yonder come servants from 

(^. Woel thrice woel my heart is touched, and Odysseus to fetch thee, for to him thou art assigned 

thou the cause, my mighty prince in days now passed 1 by lot to be a slave far from thy country. 

Hec. About thy body now I swathe this Phrygian Hec. Ah, woe is mel This surely is the last, the 

lobe of honour; which should have clad thee on thy utmost limit this, of all my sorrows; forth from my 

inarrme-day, wedded to the noblest of Asia’s daugh- land 1 go; my city is ablaze with fiame. Yet, thou 
ters. Inou too, dear shield of Hector, victorious aged foot, make one painful struggle to hasten, that 

parent of countless triumphs past, accept thy I may say a farewell to this wretched town. O Troy, 

crown, for though thou share the dead child’s tomb, that erst hadst such a grand career amongst bar- 

deadi cannot touch thee; for thou dost merit hen- barian towns, soon wilt thou be reft of that splendid 

ours far beyond those axms^ that the crafty knave name. Lol they are burning thee, and leading u$ 

. Oi^sseus won. e’en now from our land to slavery. Great godsl Yet 

^ Alas! ah mel thee, O child, shall earth take why call on the gods? They did not hearken e’en 

to her breast, a cause for bitter weeping. Mourn, aforetime to our call. Come, let us rush into the 

thmi motha*! flames, for to die with my country in its blazing 

tfyCf Ah mel ruin were a noble death for me. 

Gif. Wail for the dead. Ta. Thy sorrows drive thee frantic, poor My* 

Hie. Woe is me! Go, lead her hence, make no delay, for ye must 

; AlasI for thy unending sorrowl ' deliver her into the hand of Odysseus, conveyitig 

to him his prize. 

ifms of Achillcf. Hec. O son of Cronos, prince of Phrygia, fother 

aSo 
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our i!Sice, dost tlK»i behdd our suffenons aoAry 
unwmthy of the stock of Dardaous? 

Ch* He sees them, but our mighty city is a dty 
no more, and Troy’s day is done. 

Hec* Woel thrice woe upon met Ilium is ablaze; 
the homes of Perramos and its towering walls are 
now one sheet of name. 

Ck^ As the smoke soars on wings to heaven, so 
sinks our city to the ground before the spear. With 
furious haste both fire and foeman’s spear devour 
each house. 

Hec, Hearken, my children, hear your mother’s 
voice. 

CA. Thou art calling on the dead with voice of 
lamentation. 

Hee, Yea, as I stretch my aged limbs upon the 
ground, and beat upon the earth with both my hands. 

Ch. 1 follow thee and kneel, invoking from the 
nether world my hapless husband. 

Her. I am being dragged and hurried away***- 

CA. O the sorrow of that cryl 

Her. From my own dear country, to dwell be- 
neath a master’s roof. Woe is me! O Priam, Priam, 
slain, unburied, left without a friend, naught dost 
thou know of my cruel fiite. 


&iro*er his, eyes bhdb death hath drauui 
his pallia holy man by dnnqrs skint 

Her. Woe wc the temples of the gods! Woe for 
our dear cityl 

CA. Woe! 

Hec. Murderous flame and foeman*s spear are now 
your lot. 

CA. Soon wiU ye tumble to your own loved seal, 
and be forgotten. 

Her. And the dust, mounting to heaven on wings 
like smoke, will rob me of the sight of my home. 

CA. The name of my country will pass into ob- 
scurity; all is scattered far and wide, and hapless 
Troy has ceased to be. 

Her. Did ye hear that and know its purport? 

CA. Aye, ’twas the crash of the citadel. 

Her. The shock will whelm our city utterly. O 
woe is me I trembling, quaking limbs, support my 
footsteps! away! to face the day that begins thy 
skvery. 

CA. Woe for our unhappy town! And yet to the 
Achaean fleet advance. 

Her. Woe for thee, O knd that nursed my little 
babes! 

CA. Ah! woe! £re»ii/oMNES. 
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DRAMATIS 

Hbrmes 

Ion 

Chorus of Creusa*s 
Handmaidens 
Creusa 

Effort Apollo* s temple at Delphi* Enter hermes. 

Hermes. Atlas, who bears upon his brazen back 
the pressure of the sky, ancient dwelling of the gods, 
begat Maia from a daughter of one of those gods, 
and she bare me Hermes to mighty Zeus, to be the 
servant of the powers divine. Lo! I am come to this 
land of Delphi where sits Phoebus on the centre of 
the eWorld and giveth oracles to men, ever chanting 
lays prophetic of things that are to be. Now there 
is a city in Hellas of no small note, called after Pal- 
las, goddess of the golden lance; there did Phoebus 
force his love on Creusa, daughter of Erechtheus, 
beneath the rock of Pallas, northward of Athens’ 
steep realm, called Macrae by the kings of Attica. 
And she without her father’s knowledge— for such 
was the god’s good pleasure— bore the burden in 
her womb unto the end, and when her time came, 
she brought forth a child in the house and carried 
him away to the selfsame cave wherein the god de- 
clared his love to her, and she cradled him in the 
hollow of a rounded ark and cast him forth to die, 
observant of the custom of her ancestors and of 
earth-born Erichthonius, whom the daughter of 
Zeus gave into the charge of the daughters^ of Agrau- 
lus, after setting on either side, to keep him safe, a 
guard of serpents twain. Hence in that land among 
the Erechthidae ’tis a custom to protect their babes 
with charms of golden snakes. But ere she left the 
babe to die, the young mother tied about him her 
own broidered robe. And this is the request that 
Phoebus craves of me, for he is my brother, “Go, 
brother, to those children of the soil that dwell in 
glorious Athens, for well thou knowest Athena’s 
city, and take a new-born babe from out the hollow 
rock, his cradle and his swaddling-clothes as well, 
and bear him to my prophetic shrine at Delphi, and 
set him at the entering-in of my temple. What else 
remains shall be my care, for that child is mine, that 
thou mayst know it.” So I, to do my brother Loxias 
a service, took up the woven ark and bore it off, and 
at the threshold of the shrine I have laid the babe, 
after opening the lid of the wicker cradle that the 
child might be seen. But just as the sun-god was 
starting mrth to run his course, a priestess chanced to 

nbe daughters of Cecrops, a mythical king of Attica. 


PERSONAE 

XuTHUS 

Old Man Servant 
Servant, of Creusa 
Pythian Priestess 
Athena 

enter the god’s shrine; and when her eyes lit upon 
the tender babe she thought it strange that any 
Delphian maid should dare to cast her child of shame 
down at the.leoiple of the god; wherefore her pur- 
pose was to remove him beyond the altar, but from 
pity she renounced her cruel thought, and t^ god 
to help his child did second her pity to save the babe 
from being cast out. So she took and broughc him 
up, but she knew not that Phoebus was his si^ nor 
of the mother that bare him, nor yet did the Ichild 
know his parents. While yet he was a child, arqund 
the altar that fed him he would ramble at his play, 
but when he came to man’s estate, the Delphians 
made him treasurer of the god and steward of all his 
store, and found him true, and so until the present 
day he leads a holy life in the god’s temple. Mean- 
time Creusa, mother of this youth, is wedded to Xu- 
thus; and thus it came to pass; a war broke out ’twixt 
Athens and the folk of Chalcodon* who dwell in .the 
land of Euboea; and Xuthus took part therein and 
helped to end it, for which he received the hand of 
Creusa as his guerdon, albeit he was no native, but 
an Achaean, sprung from /^olus, the son of Zeus; and 
after many years of wedded life he and Creusa still 
are childless; wherefore they are come to this oracle 
of Apollo in their desire for offspring. To this end is 
Loxias guiding their destiny nor hath it escaped his 
ken, as some suppose. For when Xuthus enters this 
shrine, the god will give him his own son and declare 
that Xuthus is the sire, that so the boy may come to 
his mother’s home and be acknowledged by Creusa, 
while the marriage of Loxias remains a secret and 
the child obtains his rights; and he shall cause him 
to be called Ion, founder of a realm in Asia, through 
all the breadth of Hellas. But now will I get me to 
yon grotto ’neath the laurel’s shade that I may learn 
what is decreed about the child. For I see the son of 
Loxias now coming forth to cleanse the gateway in 
front of the temple with boughs of laurel. I greet 
him first of all the gods by his name Ion which he 
soon shall bear. Exit, 

Enter ion. 

Ion. Lol the sun -god is e’en now turning towards 
the earth his chariot-car resplendent; before yon fire 

*The Eubceans are so called from Chalcodon, a king 
of Euboea. 
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the stars retire to ni^t’s mysterious gloom from the streams of swirling Aipheus, or get thee to the 

forth the firmament; the peaks of Parnassus, where woody Isthmian glen, that Phcfcbus* offerings and his 

no man may set foot, are all ablaze and hail the car shrine may take no hurt. I am loth to slay ye, ye 

of day for mortal’s service. To Phoebus’ roof mounts messengers to mortal man of messages from heaven ; 

up the smoke of myrrh, offering of the desert; there still must I serve Phoebus, to whose tasks I am dc- 

on the holy tripod sits the Delphian priestess, chant- voted, nor will I cease to minister to those that give 

ing to the ears of Hellas in numbers loud, whate’er me food. 

Apollo doth proclaim. Ye Delphians, votaries of chorus of creusa’s handmaidens. 

Phoebus, away! to Castalia’s gushing fount as silver Chorus, I. It is not in holy Athens only that there 
clear, and, when ye have bathed you in its waters are courts of the gods with fine colonnades, and the 

pure, enter the shrine; and keep your lips in holy worship of Apollo, guardian of highways; but here, 

silence that it may be well, careful to utter words of too, at the shrine of Loxias, son of Latona, shines 

good omen amongst yourselves to those who wish the lovely eye of day on faces twain, 

to consult the oracle; while I with laurel-sprays and Ch, II. Just look at this I here is the son of Zeus 
sacred wreaths and drops of water sprinkled o’er the killing with his scimitar of gold the watersnake of 

floor will purify the entrance to the shrine of Phoe- Lerna. Do look at him, my friend! 

bus, my task each day from childhood’s hour; and Ch, I. Yes, I see. And close to him stands another 
with my bow will I put to flight the flocks of feath- with a blazing torch uplifted ; who is he ? Can this be 

cred fowls that harm his sacred offerings; for here in the warrior lolaus whose story is told on my broid- 

Pheebus* shrine, which nurtured me, I minister, an ery, who shares with the son of Zeus his labours and 

orphan, fatherless and motherless. helps him in the moil ? 

Come, thou tender laurel-shoot, gathered from Ch, III. Oh! but look at this! a man mounted on 
gardens divine to wait upon the glorious god, thou a winged horse, killing a fire-breathing monster with 
that sweepest clean the altar of Phoebus hard by his three bodies. 

shrine, where holy founts, that ever gush with cease- Ch, I. I am turning my eyes in every direction, 
less flow, bedew the myrtle’s hallowed spray where- Behold the rout of the giants carved on these walls 
with I cleanse the temple-floor the livelong day, so of stone. 

soon as the swift sun-god wings his flight on high, Ch, IV. Yes, yes, good friends, I am looking, 

in my daily ministration. Hail Paean, prince of heal- Ch, V. Dost see her standing over Enceladus 

ing! blest, ah! doubly blest be thou, child of Latona! brandishing her shield with the Gorgon’s head ? 

Fair the service that I render to thee, Phoebus, be- Ch, VI. I see Pallas, my own goddess. 

fore thy house, honouring thy scat of prophecy; a Ch, VII. Again, dost see the massy thunderbolt all 

glorious task I count it, to serve not mortal man but aflame in the far-darting hands of Zeus ? 

deathless gods; wherefore I never weary of perform- Ch, VIII. I do; ’tis blasting with its flame Mimas, 

ing holy services, Phoebus is to me as the father that that deadly foe. 

begot me, for as such I praise the god that gives me Ch, IX. Bromius too, the god of revelry, is slay- 
food. ’Tis Phoebus, who dwclleth in the temple, ing another of the sons of Earth with his thyrsus of 
whom I call by that helpful name of father. Hail ivy, never meant for battle. 

Paean, healing god, good luck to thee and blessing, Ch, I. Thou that art stationed by this fiine, to 

child of Latona! My task is nearly done of sweeping thee I do address me, may we pass the threshold of 

with the laurel broom, so now from a golden ewer these vaults, with our fair white feet ? 

will I sprinkle o’er the ground water from Castalia’s Ion, Nay, ye must not, stranger ladies. 

gushing spring, scattering the liquid dew with hands Ch, X. May I ask thee about something I have 

from all defilement free. Oh may I never cease thus heard ? 

to serve Phoebus, or, if I do, may fortune smile upon Ion, What wouldst thou ask ? 

me! Ch, XL Is it really true that the temple of Phoe- 

Ha! they come, the feathered tribes, leaving their bus stands upon the centre of the world ? 
nests on Parnassus. I forbid ye to settle on the cop- Ion, Aye, there it stands with garlands decked 
ing or enter the gilded dome. Thou herald of Zeus, and gorgeous all around, 
that mastcrest the might of other birds with those Ch, XII. E’en so the legend saith. 

talons of thine, once more shall my arrow o’ertakc Ion. If ye have offered a sacrificial cake before the 

thee. shrine and have aught ye wish to ask Phoebus, ap- 

Lo! another comes sailing towards the altar, a proach the altar; but enter not the inmost sanctu- 
swan this time; take thy bright plumes elsewhere; ary, save ye have sacrificed sheep, 
the lyre that Phoebus tuneth to thy song shall never Ch, XIII. I understand; but we have no mind to 
save thee from the bow; so fly away, and settle at trespass against the god’s law; the pictures here with- 

the Delian mere, for if thou wilt not hearken, thy out will amuse us, 

blood shall choke the utterance of thy fair melody. Ion, Feast your eyes on all ye may. 

Ha! what new bird comes now? Does it mean to Ch, XIV. My mistress gave me leave to see these 

lodge a nest of dry straw for its brood beneath the vaulted chambers. 

gabies ? Soon shall my twanging bow drive thee away. Ion, Whose handmaids do ye avow yourselves ? 

Dost not hear me? Away and rear thy young amid Ch, XV. The temple, where Pallas dwells, is the 
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^ my IcHrds. But ]o! here is die ef 
wheku thou a^t. 

. tm. Lady, whosoe’er thou art, 1 see thou art of 
HolAt birth, and thy bearing proves thy gentle breed* 
ing. For from his bearing one may mostly judge 
whether a man is nobly born. Yet am I much amazra 
to see thee close thine eyes in grief and with tears 
bedew thy noble &ce, when thou standest face to 
fsice with the holy oracle of Loxias. Why, lady, art 
tibou thus disquieted F Here, where all others show 
their joy at sight of Phoebus* sanctuary, thine eye 
is wet with tears. 

Enter crbusa. 

Creusa, Most courteously, sir stranger, dost thou 
express surprise at these my tears; the sight of this 
temple of Apollo recalled to me a memory of long 
ago, and somehow my thoughts went wandering 
home, though I am here mysdf. Ah, hapless race of 
womeni ah, ye reckless gods! What shall I say? to 
what standard shall we refer justice if through the 
injustice of our lords and masters we are brought to 
ruin? 

Ion, Why, lady, art thou thus cast down, past all 
finding out? 

Cr, *Tis naught; I have shot my bolt; for what re- 
mains, I say no more, nor seek thou further to in- 
quire. 

Ion, Who art thou and whence? who is the father 
that begat thee ? by what name are we to call thee ? 

Cr, Creusa is my name, the daughter of Ercch- 
theus I ; my native land is Athens. 

Ion, A glorious city thine, lady, a noble line of an- 
cestry 1 with what reverence I behold thecl 
' Cr, Thus far, no further goes my luck, good sir. 

Ion, Pray, is the current legend true— 

Cr, What is thy question ? I fiiin would learn. 

Ion, Was thy lather’s grandsire really sprung from 
Earth? 

Cr, Yes, Erichthonius was; but my high birth 
avails me not. 

Ion, Is it true Athena reared him from the ground ? 

Cr, Aye, and into maidens’ hands, though not his 
mother’s— 

Ion. Consigned him, did she? as ’tis wont to be 
set forth in painting. 

Cr, Yes, to the daughters of Cecrops, to keep him 
safe unseen. 

Ion, I have heard the maidens opened the ark 
wherein the goddess laid him. 

Cr, And so they died, dabbling with their blood 
the tocky cliff. 

Ion. Even so. But what of this next story? Is it 
true or groundless? 

Cr, What is thy question ? Ask on, I have no calb 
upon my leisure. 

Ion. thy sire Erechtheus oStt thy sisters as a 
saicrifice? 

Ck. For his country’s sake he did endure to slay 
jHaids as victims. 

: tin. And how didst thou, alone of all thy sbters, 

escape? 

I was still a tender babe in my mother’s arms. 


Ion, Did the earth really open its mouth and swal- 
low thy father? 

Cr, The sea-god smote and dew him with hb tri- 
dent. 

Ion. Is there a spot there called Maerse ? 

Cr, Why ask that ? what memories thou recallest) 
Ion. Doth the Pythian god with hb flashing fire 
do honour to the place ? 

Cr. Honour, yes I Honour, indeed! would 1 had 
never seen the spot! 

Ion. How now? dost thou abhor that which the 
god holds dear? 

Cr, No, no; but I and that cave are witnesses of a 
deed of shame. 

Ion, Lady, who b the Athenian lord that calb thee 
wife? 

Cr. No citizen of Athens, but a stranger from an- 
other land. , . j 

Ion. Who is he? he must have been one oiS noble 
birth. I 

Cr, Xuthus, son of ASolus, sprung from Zeui 
Ion, And how did he, a stranger, win thee a mtive 
born ? ^ I 

Cr. Hard by Athens lies a neighbouring township, 
Euboea. \ 

Ion. With a bounding line of waters in between, 
so 1 have heard. 

Cr. This did he sack, making common cause with 
Cecrops* sons. 

Ion, Coming as an ally, maybe; he won thy hand 
for this? 

Cr. Yes, thb was his dower of battle, the prize of 
his prowess. , 

Ion. Art thou come to the oracle alone, or with 
thy lord? 

Cr. With him. But he b now visiting the cavern 
ofTrophonius. 

Ion. As a spectator merely, or to consult the oracle ? 
Cr. ’Tis his wish to hear the self-same answer from 
Trophonius and Phoebus too. 

Ion, Is it to seek earth’s produce or fruit of off- 
spring that ye come ? 

Cr. We are childless, though wedded these many 
years. 

Ion. Hast thou never been a mother? art thou 
wholly childless? 

Cr. Phoebus knows whether I am childless. 

Ion. Unhappy wife! how this doth mar thy for- 
tune else so happy! 

Cr. But who art thou? how blest 1 count thy 
mother! 

Ion. Lady, I am called the servant of Apollo, and 
so lam. 

Cr, An offering of thy city, or sold to him by some 
master? 

Ion, Nau^t know 1 but thb, that 1 am called the 
slave of Loxbs. 

Cr. Then do I in my turn pity thee, sb stranger. 
Ion, Because I know not her that bare me, or ham 
that begat me. 

Cr. Is thy home here b the tem|de* ot hast thou 
a house to a well b? 
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Wasit as a child or young man that thou cam- Ian, Were any drops (^bkod upon die path? 
est to the temple? Or* None, die says; and yet die ranged the ground 

Ian, Those who seem to know the truth, say I to and fro. 
was but a babe. Ion, How long is it since the babe was destroyed? 

Cr. What Delphian maid, then, weaned thee? Cr, Thy ^e and his would measure out the self- 

Ion. I never knew a mother's breast. But she who same span, were he dive, 

brought me up-— Ion, Hath she given birth to no other child dnce 

Cr, Who was she, unhappy youth? I see thy suf- then? 
ferings in my own. Cr, The god doth wrong her, and wretched is she 

Ion. The priestess of Phoebus; I look on her as my in having no child, 
mother. Ion, But what if IHioebus privily removed her 

Cr. Until thou earnest unto man's estate, what child, and is rearing it ? 
nurture hadst thou ? Cr. Then is he acting unfairly in keeping to him- 

Ion. The altar fed me, and the bounty of each self alone a joy he ought to share, 

casual guest. Ion. Ah mel this misfortune sounds so like my 

O. Woe is thy mother, then, whoe'er she wasl own. 

Ion. Maybe my birth was some poor woman’s Cr. Thee too, fair sir, thy poor mother misses, I 
wrong. am sure. 

Cr. Hast thou any store, for thy dress is costly Ion, Oh! call me not back to piteous thoughts 1 
enough ? had forgotten. 

Ion. The god I serve gives me these robes to wear. Cr. I am dumb; proceed with that which touches 
Cr. Wert thou never eager to inquire into thy my inquiry, 
birth? Ion. Dost know the one weak point in this thy 

Ion. Ah! yes, lady! but 1 have no clue at all to story? 
guide me. Cr, 'Tis all weak in that poor lady’s case. 

Cr, Alas! I know another woman who hath suf- Ion. How should the god declare tha‘t which he 
fered as thy mother did. wishes hidden ? 

Ion, Who is she ? If she would but help me in the Cr. He must, if here upon the tripod he sits for ail 
task, how happy should I be! Hellas to seek to. 

Cr. 'Tis she on whose account I have preceded my Ion. He is ashamed of the deed; do not question 
husband hither. him. 

Ion. What are thy wishes ? be sure I will serve thee, Cr. Aye, but his victim has her sorrows too. 

lady. Ion. There is none who will act as thy medium in 

Cr. I would fain obtain a secret answer from Apol- this. For were Phoebus in his own temple proved a 
lo's oracle. villain, he would justly wreak his vengeance on the 

Ion, Name it, then; the rest will I undertake for man who expounded to thee his oracles; desist then, 
thee. lady; we must not prophesy against the god's will, 

Cr. Hear, then, this story. Yet am I ashamed. for it would be the height of folly in us, were we to 

Ion. Thus wilt thou accomplish naught, for shame try and make the gods against their will declare re- 

i$ a goddess slow to act. luctant truths cither by sacrifice of sheep at their 

Cr, A friend of mine asserts that Phoebus lay with altars, or by omens from birds. For those answers 

her. we strive to extort from heaven, lady, arc goods 

Ion, Phoebus with a mortal woman ? Stranger lady, that bring no blessing on our getting; but what they 

say not so. freely offer, thereby we profit. 

Cr. Yea, and she bare the god a child without her Ch. Many arc the chances that bcfill the many 
father's knowledge. tribes of men, and diverse arc their forms. But scarce 

Ion, It cannot be; some man did wrong her, and one happy scene canst thou find in all the life of mam 

she is ashamed of it. Cr, Ah! Phoebus, here as there, art thou unjust to 

O. Tliis she denies herself; and she hath suffered that absent sufferer, whose cause I now am plead* 

further woe. ing. Thou didst not preserve thy child, as m du^ 

/on. How so, if she was wedded to a god? bound, nor wit thou, for all thy prophetic skin, 

Cr. The babe ^e bare she did expose. answer his mother’s questioning, that, if he be no 

Ion. Where is the child who was thus cast forth? more, a mound may be raised o’er hm, or, if he live* 

is he yet alive ? he may some day be restored to hts mother's eyes. 

Cr. No man knoweth. That is the very thing I In vain is this the henne of oracles if the god pre- 

would adc the orkcle. vents me from learning what I wish to ask. But lol 

ton. But if he be no more, how did he perish? I sec my noble lord, Xuthus, nigh at hand, rewrn- 

CSr. She supposes that b^sts devoured the hapless ing from the lak of Trophonius; say nothing, sir, to 

babe. <ny husband of what I have told thee, lest I ioew 

lOft, What proofled het to tom this opinion? rqiroach for troubling about secrets, and the mattdr 
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take a different turn to that which 1 sought to give 
it. For women stand towards men in a dimcult posi> 
tion, and the virtuous from being mingled with the 
wicked amongst us are hated; such is our unhappy 
destiny. 

Enter xuthus. 

Xuthus, First to the god all hail! for he must re- 
ceive the first-fruits of my salutation, and next all 
hail to thee, my wife! Has my delay in arriving 
caused thee alarm P 

Cr, By no means; but thou art come at an anxious 
time. Tell me what response thou bringcst from Tro- 
phonius, touching our future hopes of mutual off- 
spring. 

Xu. He deigned not to forestal the prophecies of 
Phoebus. This only did he say, that neither thou nor 
I should return unto our house childless from the 
shrine. 

Cr. Majestic mother of Phoebus, to our journey 
grant success, and may our previous dealings with 
thy son now find a better issue! 

Xu. It will be so; but who acts as the god's spokes- 
man here? 

Ian. I serve outside the shrine, others within, who 
stand near the tripod, even the noblest of the Del- 
phians chosen by lot, sir stranger. 

Xu. *Tis well; I have attained the utmost of my 
wishes. I will go within; for I am told that a victim 
has been slain in public before the temple for strang- 
ers, and to-day— for it is a lucky day— I would fain 
receive the god’s oracle. Do thou, my wife, take 
branches of laurel, and seated at the altars pray to 
the gods that I may carry home from Apollo’s shrine 
an answer that bodeth well for offspring. 

Cr. All this shall be. Now, at any rate, if Loxias 
would retrieve his former sins, e’en though he can- 
not be my friend entirely, yet will I accept whate’er 
he deigns to give, because he is a god. 

Exeunt xuthus and creusa. 

Ion. Why doth this stranger lady hint dark re- 
proaches against the god unceasingly, either out of 
affection for her on whose behalf she seeks the ora- 
cle, or maybe because she is hiding something need- 
ing secrecy? Yet what have I to do with the daugh- 
ter of Erechtheus ? She is naught to me. No, I will go 
to the laver, and from golden ewers sprinkle the 
holy water. Yet must I warn Phoebus of what is hap- 
pening to him; he ravishes a maid and proves un- 
mthful to her, and after secretly begetting a son 
leaves him to die. O! Phoebus, do not so, but as thou 
art supreme, follow in virtue’s track; for whosoever 
of mortal men transgresses, him the gods punish. 
How, then, can it be just that you mould enact 
your laws for men, and yourselves incur the charge 
of breaking them ? Now I will put this case, though 
it will never happen. Wert thou, wert Poseidon, and 
Zeus, the lord of heaven, to make atonement to 
mankind for every act of lawless love, ye would 
empty your temples in paying the fines for your 
miiiceds. For when ye pursue pleasure in prefer- 
ence to the claims of prudence, ye act unjustly; no 
longer is it fur to call men wicked, if we are imitat- 
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ing the evil deeds of gods, but rather those who give 
us such examples. Exit ion. 

Ch. On thee I call, Athena mine, at whose birth- 
throes no kindly goddess lent her aid, delivered as 
thou wert by Titan Prometheus from the forehead 
of Zeus. Come, O lady Victory, come to the Pythian 
shrine, winging thy way from the gilded chambers 
of Olympus to the city’s streets, where Phoebus at 
his altar on the centre of the world brings his oracles 
to pass beside the dance-encircled tripod; come, too, 
thou daughter of Latona, together come, ye virgin 
goddesses, fair sisters of Phoebus! And be this your 
prayer, fair maidens, that the ancient house of Erech- 
theus may obtain by clear oracles the blessing of 
children, though late it come. For this brings to man 
a settled source of all-surpassing bliss, even to such 
as see in their ancestral halls a splendid race of strong 
young parents blest with offspring, to inherit from 
their sires their wealth in due succession after bther 
children; yea, for they are a defence in time of [trou- 
ble, and add a charm to weal, affording tottheir 
fatherland a saving help in battle. Give me before 
the pomp of wealth or royal marriages the caAcful 
nurture of noble children. The childless life I do\ab- 
hor, and him who thinks it good I blame; to a happy 
life amongst my children, blest with moderate 
wealth, may 1 hold fast. 

Ye haunts of Pan, and rocks hard by the grots of 
Macrae, where Agraulos’ daughters three trip it 
lightly o’er the green grass-lawns before the shrine 
01 Pallas, to the music of the piper’s varied note, 
what time thou, Pan, art piping in those caves of 
thine, where a maiden once that had a child by Phoe- 
bus, unhappy mother! exposed her babe, forced is- 
sue of her woful wooing, for birds to tear and beasts 
to rend, a bloody banquet! Never have I seen it 
told in woven tale or legend that children born to 
gods by daughters of earth have any share in bliss. 

Enter ion. 

Ion. Attendant maids, that watch and wait your 
mistress here at the steps of the temple fragrant with 
incense, say, hath Xuthus already left the holy tri- 
pod and the sanctuary, or doth he still abide within 
to ask yet further of his childlessness ? 

Ch. He is still in the temple, sir, nor hath he 
passed this threshold yet. But hark! I hear a foot- 
step at the outlet of the door, and lol thou mayst 
see my master this moment coming out. 

Enter xuthus. 

Xu. All hail! my son; that word suits well as my 
first greeting to thee. 

Ion. ’Tis well with me; do but restrain thyself, 
and then both of us will be happy. 

Xu. Give me thy hand to grasp, thy body to em- 
brace. 

Ion. Art thou in thy senses, sir, or hath some spite- 
ful god reft thee of them ? 

Xu. I am in my senses, for I have found what I 
hold most dear, and am eager to show my love. 

Ion. Cease! touch me not, nor tear these garlands 
of the god! 

Xu. 1 will embrace thee, for I am not seizing what 
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is not my own, but only finding my own that 1 love 
full well. 

Ion. Hands ofi^l or thou shah feel an arrow pierce 
thy ribs. 

Xu. Why dost thou shun me, now that thou find- 
est in me thy nearest and dearest ? 

Ion. I am not fond of schooling boors and crazy 
strangers. 

Xu. Kill me, burn me, if thou wilt; for, if thou 
dost, thou wilt be thy father’s murderer. 

Ion. Thou my father, indeed! Oh! is not news like 
this enough to make me laugh ? 

Xu. Not so; my tale, as it proceeds, will prove to 
thee what I assert. 

Ion. Pray, what hast thou to tell me ? 

Xu. That I am thy own father, and thou my very 
child. 

Ion. Who says so? 

Xu. Loxias, who gave thee nurture, though thou 
wert my son. 

Ion. Thou art thy own witness. 

Xu. Nay, I have learnt the answer of the god. 

Ion. Thou art mistaken in the dark riddle thou 
hast heard. 

Xu. It seems then I do not hear aright. 

Ion. What said Phoebus? 

Xu. That the man who met me 

Ion. When and where? 

Xu. As I came forth from the god’s temple 

Ion. Well! what should happen to him? 

Xu. Should be my own true son. 

Ion. Thy own true son, or a gift from others? 

Xu. A gift, but mine for all that. 

Ion. Am 1 the first that thou didst meet ? 

Xu. 1 have met no other, my son. 

Ion. Whence came this piece of luck? 

Xu. To both of us alike it causes surprise. 

Ion. Ah! but who was my mother? 

Xu. I cannot tell. 

Ion. Did not Phoebus tell thee that ? 

Xu. I was so pleased with this, 1 did not ask him 
that. 

Ion. I must have sprung from mother earth. 

Xu. The ground brings forth no children. 

Ion. How can 1 be thine? 

Xu. I know not; I refer it to the god. 

Ion. Come, let us try another theme. 

Xu. Better hold to this, my son. 

Ion. Didst thou e’er indulge in illicit amours? 

Xu. Yes, in the folly of youth. 

Ion* Ere thou didst win Erechtheus’ daughter? 
Xu. Never since. 

Ion. Could it be, then, thou didst beget me? 

Xu, The time coincides therewith. 

Ion. In that case, how came I hither? 

Xu. That puzzles me. 

Ion. After that long journey too? 

Xu. That, too, perplexes me. 

Ion. Didst thou in ^ys gone by come to the Pyth- 
ian rock? 

Xu, Yes, to join in the mystic rites of Bacchus. 
Ion. Didst thou lodge with one of the public hosts ? 


Xu, With one who at Ddphi--- 

Ion. Initiated thee? or wiui is it thou sayest? 

Xu, Among the frantic votaries of Bacchus. 

Ion. Wert thou sober, or in thy cups? 

Xu, I had indulged in the pleasures of the wine- 
cup. 

Ion. That is just the history of my birth. 

Xu. Fate hath discovered thee, my son. 

Ion. How came I to the temple ? 

Xu. Maybe the maid expos^ thee. 

Ion. I have escaped the shame of slavish birth. 

Xu. Acknowledge then thy father, my son. 

Ion. It is not right that I should mistrust the god. 

Xu. Thou art right there. 

Ion. What more can I desire — 

Xu. Thine eyes now open to the sights they should. 

Ion. Than from a son of Zeus to spring? 

Xu. Which is indeed thy lot. 

Ion. May I embrace the author of my being? 

Xu. Aye, put thy trust in the god. 

Ion. Hail to thee, father mine. 

Xu. With joy that title I accept. 

Ion. This day— 

Xu. Hath made me blest. 

Ion. Ah, mother dear! shall I ever see thee too? 
Now more than ever do I long to gaze upon thee, 
whoe’er thou art. But thou perhaps art dead, and 1 
shall never have the chance. 

Ch. We share the good luck of thy house; but still 
I could have wished my mistress too, and Erech- 
theus’ line, had been blest with children. 

Xu. My son, albeit the god hath for thy discovery 
brought his oracle to a true issue, and united thee 
to me, while thou, too, hast found what most thou 
dost desire, till now unconscious of it; still, as touch- 
ing this anxiety so proper in thee, I feel an equal 
yearning that thou, my child, mayst find thy mother, 
and I the wife that bare thee unto me. Maybe we 
shall discover this, if we leave it to time. But now 
leave the courts of the god, and this homeless life of 
thine, and come to Athens, in accordance with thy 
father’s wishes, for there his happy realm and boun- 
teous wealth await thee; nor shalt thou be taunted 
with base origin and poverty to boot, because in one 
of these respects thou something lackest, but thou 
shalt be renowned alike for birth and wealth. Art 
silent ? why dost fix thy eyes upon the ground ? Thou 
art lost in thought, and by this sudden change from 
thy former cheerfulness, thou strikest thy father 
with dismay. 

Ion. Things assume a different form according as 
we see them before us, or far off. I am glad at wliat 
has happened, since I have found in thee a father; 
but hear me on some points which 1 am now decid- 
ing. Athens, I am told— that glorious city of a na- 
tive race— owns no aliens; in which case I shall force 
my entrance there under a twofold disadvantage, as 
an alien’s son and base-born as I am. Branded with 
this reproach, while as yet I am unsupported, 1 shall 
get the name of a mere nobody, a son of nobodies; 
and if I win my way to the highest place in the 
state, and seek to be some one, 1 shall be hated by 
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thoitii^o krveiio it)fiaetice, for mperionty is aSi- 
istg; ^Mle ^mongst men of worth who coM mow 
wisdom, but are silent, and take no interest in 
nbht&cs, I shall incur ridicule and be thoueht a fed 
for not keeping quiet in such a feuit-fin£ng city. 
Again, if 1 win a name amongst the men of mark wife 
are engaged in politics, still more will jealous votes 
bar my progress; for thus, father, is it ever wont to 
be; they who have the city’s car, and have already 
made their mark, are most bitter against all rivals. 
Again, if I, a stranger, come to a home that knows 
me not, and to that childless wife who before had 
thee as partner in her sorrow, but now will feel the 
bitterness of having to bear her fortune all alone— 
how, 1 ask, shall 1 not fairly earn her hatred, when 
1 take my stand beside thee; while she, still child* 
less, sees thy dear pledge with bitter eyes; and then 
thou have to choose between deserting me and re- 
garding her, or honouring me and utterly confound- 
ing thy home? How many a murder, and death by 
deadly drugs have wives devised for husbands! Be- 
sides, I pity that wife of thine, father, with her child- 
less dd age beginning; she little deserves to p^ine in 
barmness, a daughter of a noble race. That princely 
state we fondly praise is pleasant to the eye; but yet 
in its mansions sorrow lurks; for who is happy, or by 
fortune blest, that has to live his life in fear of vio- 
lence with many a sideloi^ glance ? Rather would I 
live among the common folk, and taste their bliss, 
than be a tyrant who delights in making evil men 
his friends, and hates the good, in terror of his life. 
Perchance thou wilt tell me, “Gold outweighs all 
these evils, and wealth is sweet,** I have no wish to 
be abused for holding tightly to my pelf, nor yet to 
have the trouble of it. Be mine a m(feerate fortune 
free from annoyance! Now hear the blessings, father, 
tfrskt here were mine; first, lebure, man’s chiefest 
^y, with but moderate trouble; no villain ever 
atove me from my path, and that is a grievance hard 
to bear, to make room and give way to sorry knaves. 
My duty was to pray unto the gods, or with mortd 
men converse, a minister to their joys, not to their 
sorrows. And I was ever dismissing one batch of 
guests, while another took their place, so that I was 
Sways welcome from the charm of novelty. That 
Imesty which men must pray for, even against their 
will, custom and nature did conspire to plant in me 
in the sight of Phoebus. Now when 1 think on this, 
1 deem mat 1 am better here than there, father. ^ 
let me live on here, for *tis an equal charm to joy in 
high estate, or in a humble fortune find a pleasure* 

^ Ch. Well said! if only those I love find thdr hap- 
{uness in thy statement of the case. 

Xu, Cease such idle talk, and learn to be happy; 
S>r on that spot where 1 discovered thee, my son, 
wiS I begin the rites, since I have chanced on the 
Mieral minqoet, open to all comers, and I will offer 
^ bfrth satrifice which aforetime I left undone. 

now will 1 bring thee to the banquet as my 
mfetit and rejoice thy heart, and take tnee to the 
A&t3iian bnd as a visitor forsooth, not as my own 
aoh« Pbr I w31 not grieve my wife in her childless 




sorrow by my fisrtuoe* pm in time wSi I 

a happy moment and prevail bn her to let thee wieM, 
my sceptre o’er the realm. Iby name dsaU be Icfe, 
in accordance with what happened, for that dmu 
wert the first to cross my path as I came forth from 
Apollo’s sanctuary. Go, gather every friend thou 
hast, and with them make merry o’er the flesh of 
sacrifice, on the eve of thy departure from the town 
of Delphi. On you, ye handmaids, silence I enjmn, 
for, if ye say one word to my wife, death awaits you. 

Exit XUTHUS. 

Ion, Well, 1 will go; one thing my fortune lacks, 
for if I find not her that gave me birth, life is no life 
to me, my father; and, if I may make the prayer* 
Oh may that mother be a daughter of Athens! that 
from her 1 may inherit freedom of speech. For if a 
stranger settle in a city free from aliens, e’en though 
in name he be a citizen, yet doth he find himself 
tongue-tied and debarred from open utterancei 

Extt ION. 

Ch, Weeping and lamentation and the begin 
of mourning 1 foresee, when my mistress s£ 
her lord blest with a son, while she is childless^ 
forlorn. What was this oracle thou didst vouch 
prophetic son of Latona? Whence came this ^ 
thy foster-child who lingers in thy temple ? who \ 
his mother ? I like not thy oracle; 1 fear there is some 
treachery. In terror 1 await the issue of this chance; 
for strange arc these tidings and strange it is that 
the god declares them to me. There is guile con- 
nected with this waif’s fortune. All must allow that. 
Shall we, good friends, throw off disguise and tell 
our mistress this story about her husband in whom 
her all was centred and whose hopes, poor lady, she 
once shared ? But now in misery is she plunged, while 
he enjoys the smiles of fortune; to hoary eld she 
drifteth fast, while he, her lord, pays no regard to 
his loved ones— the wretch, who came an alien to 
her house to share great wealth and failed to guard 
her fortunes! Perdition catch this traitor to my lady! 
never may he succeed in offering to the gods upon 
their blazing altar a hallowed cake with mimes that 
augur well! He shall know to his cost my regard for 
my mistress. Now are sire and new-found son bent 
on the approaching feast. Ho! ye peaks of Parnassus 
that rear your rocky heads to heaven, where Bac- 
chus with uplifted torch of blazing pine bounds 
nimbly amid his bacchanals, that range by night! 
Never to my city come this boy! let him die and 
leave his young life as it dawns! For should our city 
M on evil days, this bringing-in of strangers would 
supply it with a reason. Enough, enough for us 
Erechtheus’ line that erst held sway! 

Enter crextsa and old servant. 

Or. Aged retainer of my father Erechtheus while 
yet he lived and saw the ught of day, mount to the 
god’s prophetic shrine that thou mayst share my 
gladness, if haply Loxias, great kin^, vouchsafe an 
answer touching my hopes of offrprmg; for sweet it 
is to share with friends prosperity, and sweet li^- 
wise to see a friendly face if any ill betide— which 
God forbid! As thou of yore dioat tend my sirife^ so 
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tliy imstite 4im^ 1 wtiy 1 take bis {Sace m 
tecK&igtbee. 

OU Servant. Daughter, thy manners bear gcmd 
witness still to thy noble lineage; thou hast never 
brought shame utoo those ancestors of thine, the 
children of the sou. A hand, I prithee, to the shrinel 
a hand to lean uponl *Tis a steep path thither, truly; 
but lend thy aid to guide my steps and me 
young again. 

O. Come follow then, and look where thou art 
treading. 

0. 5. Behold I though my steps loiter, my thoughts 
take wings. 

Cr. Lean on thy staff as thou climbest this wind- 
ing path. 

O. 5. Even this stalf is a blind guide when I my- 
self can scarcely see. 

Cr. True, but do not yield through fatigue. 

0. 5. Never willingly, but I am not master of that 
which is mine no more. 

Cr. Maidens mine, my trusty servants at the loom 
and web, declare to me how my lord hath fared as 
touching the question of offspring which brought 
us hither: for ii ye give me go^ news, ye will cause 
joy to a mistress who will not prove faithless to her 
word. 

Ch. O fortunel 

O. S. This prelude to your speech is unlucky. 

Ch. Woe is me! 

O. S. Can it be that the oracles delivered to my 
master wound me at all ? 

Ch. Enough 1 why have aught to do with that 
which brings down death ? 

Cr. What means this piteous strain? wherefore 
this alarm ? 

Ch. Arc we to speak or keep silence? What shall 
we do? 

Cr. Speak; for thou hast somewhat to tell that 
touches me. 

Ch. Then speak I will, though twice to die were 
mine. O mistress mine! never shalt thou hold a babe 
within thy arms or clasp him to thy breast. 

Cr. Ah mel would I were dead! 

0. 5. My daughter! 

Or. O woe is me for my calamity! Mine is a heri- 
tage of suffering and woe that poisons life, good 
friends. 

O, S. Ah, my child, 'tis death to us! 

Cr. Ah me! ih met grief drives its weapon through 
this heart of mine. 

O. S. Stay thy lamentations. 

Cr. Nay, but sorrow lodges here. 

O. S. Till we learn— 

Cr. Ah, what further news is there for me ? 

O. S. Whether our master is in the same plight 
and shares thy misfortune, or thou art alone m uiy 
misery. 

Ch. On him, old sir, Loxias hath bestowed a son, 
md he is enjoying his good fortune apart from her. 

Cr. Herein hast thou declared si former evil crown- 
ing a8, a gief for me to mourn. 

O. 5. Ibe child of whom thou speakest— is he 


some woman’s detdtnsd babe, or did the fod deebeie 
the £ite dfone already born? ^ 

Ch. A youdi already bom and grown to man’s 
estate doth Phoebus give to him; for I was there my- 

Cr. What sayest thou? nor tongue nor lip shotdd 
speak the word thou tellest me. 

O. S. And me. But declare more clearly how this 
oracle is finding its fulfilment, and say who is the 
child. 

Ch. Whomso thy husband first should meet as he 
issued from the shrine, him the god gave him for 
his son. 

Cr. Ah me! my fiite, it seems, has doomed me to a 
childless life, and all forlorn am 1 to dwell in my 
halls, without an heir. 

O. 5. To whom did the oracle refer? whom did 
our poor lady’s husband meet? how and where did 
he see him? 

Ch. Dear mistress mine, dost know that youth 
that was sweeping yonder shrine ? He b that son. 

Cr. Oh! for wings to cleave the liquid air beyond 
the land of Hellas, away to the western stars, so keen 
the anguish of my soul, my friends! 

O. S. Dost know the name his father pve to him, 
or b that left as yet unsettled and unsaid? 

Ch. He called him Ion, because he wa&the first to 
cross hb path. 

O. S. Who is hb mother ? 

Ch. That I cannot say. But— to tell thee all I 
know, old sir— her lord is gone, with furtive step^ 
into the hallowed tent, there to offer on this chilci’s 
behalf such gifts and victims as are offered for a 
birth, and with his new-found son to celebrate the 
feast. 

O. S. Mistress mine, we are betrayed by thy hus- 
band, fellow-sufferers thou and I; *tis a deep-laid 
plot to outrage us and drive us from Erechtheus’ 
nalb. And this I say not from any hatred of thy lord 
but because 1 bear thee more love than him; for he, 
after coming as a stranger to thy city and thy home, 
and wedding thee, and of thy heritage taking full 
possession, has been detected in a secret marrbge 
with another woman, by whom he hath children. 
His secret will I now dbciose; when he found thee 
barren, he was not content to share with thee thy 
hard lot, but took to himself a slave to be his stealthy 
paramour and thus begat a son, whom he sent 
abroad, giving him to some Delphian maid to nurse; 
and, to escape detection, the child was dedicated to 
the god and reared in hb temple. But when he heiud 
hb boy was grown to manhood, he persuaded thee 
to come hither to inquire about thy childless state. 
And after thb, 'twas not the god that lied, but thy 
husband, who long had been rearing the child, and 
he it was that wove this tbsue of fabehood, intend- 
ing, if he were detected, to refer it to the god, where- 
as if he escaped exposure, to repel all odium, he 
meant to vest the sovereignty in thb son of hb. 
Likewise he devised anew hb name, coined to suit 
the cbcumstances. Ion, because, as he asserts, he 
met hiin on fab way. 
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Ch, i^f how I ever hate the wicked who plot un- unto thy lyre some song of joy. Hark! thou son of 
righteousness and then cunningly trick it out. Far Latona, to thee I call, for that thou dispensest warn- 
rather would I have a virtuous friend of no great ings; there at thy golden throne on earth’s centre 
intellect than a knave of subtler wit. pmnted will I proclaim a word into thy ear. O! thou 

O. S. Of all thy wretched fate this will be the wicked bridegroom who art bringing to my hus- 

crowning sorrow, the bringing to thy house to be band’s house an heir, though from him thou hast 

its lord some slave-girl’s child, whose mother is un- received no boon; while that child of thine and mine 
known, himself of no account. For this evil had been hath died unrecognized, a prey to carrion birds, his 

to itself confined, had he persuaded thee, pleading mother’s swaddling-clothes all lost. Delos hates thee 

thy childlessness, to let him establish in the house now, thy bay-tree loves thee not, whose branches 

some high-born mother’s son; or if this had dis- sprout beside the tufted palm, where in holy throes 

pleased thee, he ought to have sought a daughter of Latona, big with child by Zeus, gave birth to thee. 

iEolus in marriage. Wherefore must thou now put Ck. Ah me! what store of sorrows is here disclosed, 

thy woman’s wit to work; either take the dagger, or enough to draw a tear from every eye! 

by guile or poison slay thy husband and his son, ere O. 5. Daughter, with pity am I filled as a gaze up- 
they deal out death to thee; since if thou spare him, on thy face; my reason leaves me; for just as I am 

thou wilt lose thv own life; for when two foes meet striving to lighten my spirit of its sea of troubles, 

beneath one roof, one or the other must rue it. My- comes another wave astern and catches me by reason 

self too am ready to share this labour with thee, and of thy words; for no sooner hadst thou uttered this 

to help destroy the child when I have made my way tale of present troubles than thou didst turn^ide 

into the chamber where he is furnishing the feast, into a fresh track of other woes. What is it thoii say- 
and so repaying my masters for my maintenance I est? What charge against Apollo dost thou bnng? 
am willing either to die or still behold the light of What child is this thou dost assert that thou cudst 
life, rris but a single thing that brands the slave bear? Where was it in the city that thou didstW- 

with shame — his name; in all else no upright slave pose him, for beasts to rejoice o’er his burial? Tell 

is a whit worse than free-born men. me once again. ' 

Ch. I too, beloved mistress, am ready to share thy Cr. Old friend, although to meet thine eye, I am 
&tc, be it death or victory. ashamed, yet will I tell thee. 

Cr. Ah I my suffering soul! how am I to keep si- O. S. Full well I know how to lend my friends a 
Icnce? Am I to disclose the secrets of my love and generous sympathy. 

lose all claim to modesty? What is there to keep me Cr. Then hearken; dost know a cave toward the 

back any longer? With whom have I to pit myself north of Cecrops’ rock, that we call Macrae? 
in virtue’s lists? Hath not my husband proved un- O. S. I know it; there is the shrine of Pan, and his 

true? Home and children, both are torn from me; altar hard by. 

all hope is dead; I have not realized my wish to set Cr. That was the scene of my dire conflict, 

the matter straight, by hushing up my former union O. 5. What conflict ? see how my tears start forth 

and saying naught about my son of sorrow. No! by to meet thy words. 

the starry seat of Zeus, by her whose home is on my Cr. Pheebus forced me to a woful marriage, 

rocks, and by the hallowed strand of Triton’s mere O. S. Was it then this, my daughter, that I no- 

with brimming flood, I will no more conceal my ticed myself? 

love; for if I can lift that burden from my breast I Cr. I know not; but I will tell thee if thou speak 

shall rest easier. With tears my eyes arc streaming the truth. 

and my heart is wrung with anguish for the treach- O. 5. At the time thou wert mourning in secret 
crous counsels both of men and gods— traitors they 1 some hidden complaint ? 

as I will show, ungrateful traitors to their loves! Cr. Yes, ’twas then this trouble happened, which 

01 thou who dost awake that tuneful lyre with now I am declaring to thee, 

seven string till to its sweet note of music the life- O. 5. How then didst conceal thy union with 

less pegs of wild ox-horn resound again, thou child Apollo? 

of liitona, to yon bright orb of thine will I publish Cr. I bore a child; hear me patiently, old friend. 

thyreproach. Yes, I saw thee come, the glint of gold O. S. Where? and who helped thy travail? or 

upon thy locks, as 1 was gathering in my folded robe didst thou labour all alone ? 

the saffron blooms that blazed like flowers of gold; Cr. All alone, in the cave where I became a wife. 

and by my lily wrist didst thou catch me and ledst O. S. Where is the child ? that thou mayst cease 

me to the cavern’s bed, what time I cried aloud thy childless state. 

upon my mother’s name— thou a god to mate with Cr. Dead, old friend, to beasts exposed. 

me in shameless wise to pleasure lady Cypris! Then O. S. Dead ? did Apollo, evil god, no help afford ? 

to my sorrow I bore thee a son, whom, though an- Cr. None; my boy is in the halls of Hades. 

ffUKh thrilled my mother’s breast, I cast upon that 0. 5. Who then exposed him? surely not thyself. 

Ded of thinei where thou didst join in woful wed- Cr.Mysclf, when ’neath the gloom of night I had 

lock this unhappy maid. Ah! woe is me! that poor wrapped him in my robe. 

babe I bare thee is now no more; winged fowls have O. S, Did no one share thy secret of the babe’s 
torn and devoured him, but thou art gaily carolling exposure ? 
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Cr. Ul'fortune and secrecy alone. 

O. 5. How couldst thou in the cavern leave thy 
babe? 

Cr. Ah! how? but still I did, with many a word of 
pity uttered o’er him. 

O. S. Oh for thy hard heart! Oh for the god’s, 
more hard than thine! 

Cr, Hadst thou but seen the babe stretch forth 
his hands to me! 

O. S, To find thy mother’s breast, to nestle in 
thy arms? 

Cr. By being kept therefrom he suffered grievous 
wrong from me. 

O. S. How earnest thou to think of casting forth 
thy babe? 

Cr. Methought the god would save his own be^ 
gotten child. 

0. 5. Ah me! what storms assail thy family’s pros- 
perity! 

Cr. Why wcepest thou, old man, with head close- 
veiled ? 

O. S, To see the sorrows of thy sire and thee- 

Cr. Such is our mortal life; naught abideth in one 
stay. 

O. S, Daughter, let us cease to dwell on themes of 
woe. 

Cr. What must I do? Misfortune leaves us help- 
less. 

O. S. Avenge thee on the god who first did injure 
thee. 

Cr. How can I, weak mortal as I am, outrun those 
mightier powers? 

O. S. Set fire to Apollo’s awful sanctuary. 

Cr. I am afraid; my present sorrows are enough 
for me. 

O. S. Then what thou canst, that dare— thy hus- 
band’s death. 

Cr. Nay, I do respect his former love in the days 
when he was good and true. 

O. S. At least, then, slay the boy who hath ap- 
peared to supplant thee. 

Cr. How can I ? would it were possible! how I wish 
it were! 

O. S. Arm thy followers with daggers. 

Cr. I will about it; but where is the deed to be 
done? 

O. S. In the sacred tent, where he is feasting his 
friends. 

Cr. The murder will be too public, and slaves are 
poor support. 

O. S. Ah! thou art turning coward. Devise some 
scheme thyself. 

Cr. Well, I too have subtle plans that cannot fail. 

O. S, If both conditions they fulfil, I will assist thee. 

Cr. Hearken then; knowest thou the battle of the 
earth-born men? 

0. 5. Surely; the fight at Phlegra waged by giants 
against the gods. 

Cr. There Earth brought Gorgon forth, dreadful 
prodigy. 

O. S. To aid her sons maybe, and cause the gods 
hard toil? 


Cr. Yea> and Pallas, daughter of Zeus, slew the 
monster. ^ 

0. 5. What savage form had it assumed ? 

Cr. A breast-plate of vipers fenced its body. 

0. 5. Is this the talc I heard in days of yore ? 

Cr. That Athena wears its skin upon her corslet. 

O. S. Is it this that Pallas wears, called by men 
her xgis? 

Cr. This was the name it received, that day she 
came to do battle for the gods. 

O. S, How, daughter, can this harm thy enemies? 

Cr, Hast heard of Erichthonius, or no? of course 
thou hast. 

O. S, Him whom Earth produced, the founder of 
thy race ? 

Cr. To him whilst yet a babe did Pallas give— 

O. S, Ha! what ? thou hast something yet to add. 

Cr. Two drops of Gorgon’s blood. 

O. S. What power could they exert on the nature 
of a human creature ? 

Cr. The one with death is fraught, the other cures 
disease. 

O. S, What held them when she tied them to the 
child’s body ? 

Cr. With links of gold she fastened them; this to 
my sire did Erichthonius give. 

O. S, And at his death it came to thee?.- 

Cr. Yea, and here at my wrist I wear it. 

O, S, How works the spell of this double gift of 
Pallas? 

Cr. Each drop of gore which trickled from the 
hollow vein— 

O. S. What purpose does it serve? what virtue 
does it carry ? 

Cr. Wards off disease, and nourishes man’s life. 

O. S, What doth that second drop effect, of which 
thou madest mention ? 

Cr. It kills, for it is venom from the Gorgon’s 
snakes. 

O. S. Dost thou carry this charm mixed in one 
phial, or separate ? 

Cr. Separate; for good is no companion for evil. 

O. S. Daughter dear, thou art fully armed with 
all thou needest. 

Cr. By this must the boy die, and thou must do 
the deadly deed. 

O. S, How and where? thine it is to speak, and 
mine to dare and do. 

Cr. In Athens, when to my house he comes. 

O. S. That is not wisely said; I may object to thy 
plan as thou to mine. 

Cr. How so? Hast thou the same mistrust that I 
experience? 

O. S, Thou wilt get the credit of his death, al- 
though thou slay him not. 

Cr. True; men say stepdames are jealous of their 
husband’s children. 

O, S. Kill him here then, that so thou mayst deny 
the murder. 

Cr. Well, thus I do anticipate the pleasure. 

O. S, Yea, and thou wilt from thy husband keep 
the very secret he would keep from thee. 
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. O^;t9|08t then what to do? Take from my Ijadies cf aooditf wheie xhty I &id 

aim golden bracelet, Athena’s gift, some an- your mistress, daughter of Erechthetis? For ! have 
^kat craftsman’s work, and seek the spot where my searched each nooK and comer of this town, and 
lord is offerine secret sacrifice ; then when their feast* cannot find her. 

ing is o’er and they are about to pour drink-offering CL What news, my fellow-thrall? why that hur- 

to the gods, take this phial in thy robe and jpour it ried gait ? what tidings bringest thou ? 
into the young man’s goblet; not for all, but for him 5r. 1 am pursued; the rulers of this land are seek- 
abnr^ providing a separate draught, who thinks to ing her to stone her to death, 
lord it o’er my house. And if once it pass his lips, Ck» Alas, what is thy tale? say not we are detected 

never shall he come to glorious Athens, but here inour secret plot for murdering the boy? 

abide, of life bereft. Se, Thou hast guessed aright; nor wilt thou be 

0« 5. Go thou within the house of our public the last to share the trouble, 
hosts; I the while will set about my appointed task. CL How was the hidden scheme laid bare ? 

Onl aged foot, grow young again in action, for all 5e. The god found means to master wrong with 

that time saith no to thee. Go, aid thy mistress right, unwilling to see his shrine polluted, 

against her enemy, help slay and drag him from her CL How so? 1 do conjure thee, tell us all. For if 

house. ’Us well to honour piety in the hour of for- to die or yet to live be ours, ’twere sweeter so, when 

tune, but when thou wouldst harm thy foe, no law we know all. ^ . / 

doth block thy path. Soon as Xuthus, husband of Creusa, had left 

Exeunt creusa and old servant, the god’s prophetic shrine, taking with him hiB new- 

CL Daughter^ of Demeter, goddess of highways, found son, to hold the feast and sacrifice that he 
queen as thou art of haunting powers of darkness, designed to ofiier to the gods, himself de^rtM to 

ohl guide as well the hand that filb by day a cup of the place where leaps the Bacchic fiame, with blood 

deam, against those to whom my revered mistress of sacrifice to dew the double peaks of Dionysus for 
is sending a philtre of the gore that dripped from the son now offered to his gaze, and thus he sp^ke, 
hellish Gorgon’s severed head, yea, ’gainst him who ”My son, abide thou here, and raise a spacious tent 

would obtrude upon the halls of the Erechthidae. by craftsmen’s toiling skill; and if I remain long time 

Never may alien, from alien stock, lord it o’er my away after 1 have sacrificed to the gods of thy birth, 

city, no! none save noble Ercchthcus’ sonsl For if let the feast be spread for all friends present.” There- 

this deadly deed and my lady’s aims pass unfulfilled, with he took the heifers and went his way. Mean- 

and the right moment for her daring go by, and with time his stripling son in solemn form set up with up- 

it the hope which now sustains her, either will she right stays the tent, inclosed but not with walls, 

seize the whetted knife or fiisten the noose about taking good heed to guard it ’gainst the blazing mid- 

her neck, and by ending one sorrow by another will day sun, nor less against his westering beams, ihe 

go down to other phases of existence. For never will hmit of his course; an oblong space of five score feet 

that daughter of a noble line, while life is hers, en- he meted out so t^t it contained ten thousand feet 

dure within the sunshine of her eyes the sight of within that measure’s square, as science phrases it, 

alien rulers in her halls. 1 blush for that god of song, intending to invite all Delphi to the feast. Then 

if this stranger is to witness the torch-dance,* that from the temple-treasury tapestry he took and there- 

heraids in the twentieth dawn, around Callichorus’ with made a shelter, wondrous sight to see. First 

fur springs, a sleepless votary in midnight revels, o’er the roof-tree he threw a canopy of robes, an 

what time the star-lit firmament of Zeus, the moon, offering Heracles, the son of Zeus, h^ brought unto 

and Nereus* fifty daughters, that trip it lightly o’er the god from his Amazonian spoils. On them was 
the sea and the eternal rivers’ tides, join the dance in brotdered many a pictured scene, to wit. Heaven 

honour of the maiden with the crown of gold and marshalling his host of stars upon the vaulted sky; 

her majestic mother; where this vagabond, by Phoe- there was the sun-god urging on his steeds towara 

bus frvoured, thinks to reign, entermg into other his fiery goal, the bright star of evening at his heeb. 

men’s hard toil. Look to it, all ye bards, who, in Night too in sable robes went hurrying by, drawn 

sialicious strains, expose our amours and unholy by a single pair, and the stars did bear her company, 

bonds of bwless love; see how far our virtue sur- Across the zenith a Pleiad sailed, and Orion too with 

passes man’s dbloyalty. Change the burden of your falchion dight was there; above was the bear making 

song and keep your spiteful verse to brand man’s hb tail to turn upon the golden pole. Up shot the 

fatmlessness. For thb scion of the stock of Zeus moon’s full face, that parts the months in twain; 

4iows himsdf a heedless wight, denying to the mis- there too the Hyades showed their unerring li|ht 

tress of hb halls the lot of mutual o£pring, and, to mariners; and Dawn, that brings the mormng 

payit^ all hb court to some strange love, hath got- back, was chasing the stars before her. Next on the 

tenhimalKUtardson. sides he hung yet other tapestry; barbarian &ips 

Enter sbiivaot. bearing down on the fleet of Hellas; and moiisters 
*Hecate. half-man, half-beast; the capture of the Thraeian 

*Bacdbi» was escorted with a solemn torch procession steeds; the hunting of savage stags and Uons fierce; 

, from to Ekum on the noth day td ^ month while at en^y Cecrops doK to bis daughters 

was wreathing his coils, an dfering of some Athen- 
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ian votaiy; and in the midst of tlie banquin-haU he thek{S(bo{j>^decim^ that m 

set goblets of gold« whUe a heiald hasted and invited mistress should ^ hmied from the rock to die» lM> 

to the feast all citizens who would come. Then, cause she ^qve to day the pfkst and compass his 

when the tent was full, they decked themselves with death in the temple* So now is the whole city sedc<' 

garlands and took their fill of the rich viands. Anon Log her, who hath to her sorrow sped a hapless pur* 

after they had put from diem the pleasure of eating ney ; for, coming to crave the boon of offspring from 

came an old man and stood in the midst, where his Phoebus, she hath lost her life and children too. 

ofi^cious zeal provoked loud laughter among the Ck. Ah met 1 see no way at all to turn death^S 
guests; for he would draw £r^ the drinking-pitchers hand aside; all, alh ere this, is brought to light owina 

water to wash the hands withal and was wastmg as to that fatal draught of the wine-god's juice mixed 
incense the Uquid myrrh, and in his charge he took for death with drops of viper's gore, quick to slay; 

the golden beakers, setting himself unasked to this detected is our offering to the dead; for me my Ufe 

o&e. Now when they were come to the time for the must end in woe, whi& death by stoning waits my 

flute-players and the general libation, cried out that mistress. How can I escape? Shall 1 take wings and 

aged servitor, “Hence with these tiny cups! bring fly away, or creep beneath the darksome caverns of 

larger goblets, that our guests may find a quicker the earth, striving to shun the doom of death by 

route to joyousness.’’ Thereon came servants bend- stoning? or shall I mount the car drawn by swiftest 

ing ’neath the weight of pblets chased with silver steeds, or embark upon a ship? No man mav hide 

and golden chalices; and that old man, as if to do his his guilt, save when some god of his own will st^ds 

youthful lord a special service, chose out and offered him away. Ah! my poor mistress! what suffering 

to him a brimming hump^, when he had cast into now awaits thy soul? Must then our wish to. work ^ 

the wine that potent philtre which, men say, his another harm end in our own discomfiture, as justice 

mistress gave to him to end the young man’s days doth decree? 

on earth ; and no man knew of this; but just as he so Enter cesdsa. 

lately found held in his hand the drink-offering, the Cf. My trusty maids, the men of death are on my 
others following suit, some servant there uttered a track, the vote of Delphi goes against me; they 
word of evil import; whereat the stripling, as one give me up to die. 

who had been reared within the shrine amia reputed Ch, Unhappy one! we know thy sad mischance, 
seers, deemed this an omen and bade them fill a how thou art placed. 

fresh goblet, hut that first drink-offering to the god Cr. Oh! whither can I fly ? for scarce had I the 
he poured upon the ground and hade all others do start of my pursuers from the house in my race for 

the like. And silence stole upon them; while we with life; ’tis by stealth alone that I have thus far escaped 

water and Phoenician wine were filling high the sa- my foes. 

cred bowls. While thus we were busied, comes a flight Where shouldst thou fly except to the altar ? 

of doves and settles in the tent, for these dwell fear- Cr. What good is that to me ? 

lessly in the courts of Loxias. Soon as the guests had Ch, To slay a suppliant is forbidden, 

poured away the luscious juice, those thirsty birds Cr, Aye, but the law has given me over to death* 

did dip their beaks therein, drawing it up into their Ch, Only if thou faU into their hands, 

feathered throats. Now all the rest received no hurt Cr. Look! here they come, cruel champions of 
from the god’s libation, but one that settled on the vengeance, eagerly brandishing their swords, 
spot where the son new-found had poured hb wine, Ch» Sit thee down upon the altar of hurnt-offer- 
no sooner had tasted thereof, than convulsions seized ing! for if thou art slain there, thou wilt fix upon 

her feathered form and she went mad, and scream- thy murderers the stain of bloodguiltiness; but wc 

ing aloud uttered strange unwonted cries; and all must bear our fortune. 

the feasters gathered there marvelled to see the bird’s Enter ion. 

cruel agony, for she lay writhing in the toib of death, Ion. O father Cephissus, with the bull-shaped 

and her red claws relaxed their hold. head, what a viper is this thy child, or dragon with 

Forthwith the son, vouchsafed by oracles, hared flery eyes that dart a murderous gleam, in whose 

hb arm by casting off bb cloak and stretched it out heart b throned incarnate daring, noxious as those 

across the hoard crying “Who was it strove to slay Gorgon drops of venom wherewith she sought to 

me? Proclaim it, old sirrah, for thine was the ofE- compass my death. Seize her, that the peaks of Par.- 

clous zeal and thine the hand from which 1 took the nassus may card the flowing tresses of her hair, fat 

cup.*’ With that he caught the grey-heard by the thence shall she be hurled headlong amid the locks* 

arm and set to searching him that he might tal^ the My lucky star hath kept me from ^ng to Athens, 

old pum red-hapded in the act. So was he detected, th^e to fiill beneath the power of a step-mothor* 

and under strong constraint declared Creusa’s dar- For 1 have rauged thy feelings towards me— the full 

ing deed and all the trick of the poisoned draught, extent of thy bitter hostility— whilst yet 

Forth rudted die young man, whom the oracle of my frioids; for hadst thou once shut me up within 

I^oxbts to hb sire a^n^, taking with him the ban- thy house, my road to Hades' halb had Ira iketeX 

queterSf and sUmding nM the Delphic nobles made from thence. Thb altar shall not save thee, not ^et 

harangue^ halbwed soil, a stranger woman, Apollo’s courts, for that pity thou implorest aies 

daughter of Erechtheus, seeks to poison me*” And out more loudly for me and my mother, who, thou^ 
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absent in the flesh, is never in name far from me. 
Behold this cursed woman, see the web of trickery 
she hath woven! yet comes she cowering to Apollo’s 
altar, thinking to escape the punishment of her mis- 
deeds. 

Cr. I warn thee not to slay me, both in my own 
name and in his at whose altar 1 am stationed. 

Ion* What hast thou to do with Phoebus ? 

Cr. This body I devote unto that god to keep. 

Ion. And yet thou wert for poisoning his minister? 

Cr. But thou wert not Apollo’s any longer, but 
thy father’s. 

Ion. Nay, I was his son, that is, in absence of a 
real father. 

Cr. Thou wert so then; now *tis I, not thou, who 
am Apollo’s. 

Ion. Well, thou art not guiltless now, whereas I 
was then. 

Cr. I sought to slay thee as an enemy to my house. 

Ion. And yet I never invaded thy country, sword 
in hand. 

Cr. Thou didst; and thou it was that wert casting 
a firC'brand into the halls of Erechtheus. 

I4m. What sort of brand or flaming fire was it ? 

Cr. Thou didst design to seize my home against 
my will, and make it thine. 

Ion. What! when my father ofiered me a kingdom 
of his getting. 

Cr. How had the sons of iEolus any share in the 
realm of Pallas? 

Ion. Arms, not words, he brought to champion 
it. 

Cr. No mere ally could enter into an inheritance 
in my land. 

Ion. And was it then from fear of consequences 
that thou didst try to slay me ? 

Cr. Yes, lest I should myself perish if thou wert 
spared. 

Ion. Doth thy childlessness make thee envious 
that my father found me ? 

Cr. And thou, wilt thou rob the childless of her 
home? 

Ion. Had I then no share at all in my father’s heri- 
tage? 

Cr. All that his sword and shield had won was 
thine, and thine alone. 

Ion, Quit the altar and sanctuary built for gods. 

Cr. Go bid thy own mother, wherever she is, do 
that. 

Ion. Shalt thou escape all punishment, after try- 
ing to kill me? 

Cr. Not if thou choose to butcher me within this 
shrine. 

Ion. What joy can it give thee to be slain amid 
the sacred wreaths? 

Cr. There is one whom I shall grieve of those who 
have grieved me. 

Ion. Oh! *tis passing strange how badly the deitv 
hath enacted laws for mortal men, contrary to aU 
sound judgment; for instance, they should ne’er 
have suffered impious men to sit at their altars, but 
sb^uki have driven them away; for it was nowise 


right that hands unclean ^ould touch the altars of 
the gods, though the righteous deserved to find a 
refuge there from their oppressors, instead of good 
and bad alike having recourse to the same divine 
protection with equEd success. 

Enter pythian priestess. 

Pythian Priestess. Refrain thyself, my son; for I, 
the priestess of Phoebus, chosen from all the maids 
of Delphi in accordance with the tripod’s ancient 
rite, have left that prophetic seat, and am passing 
o’er this threshold. 

Ion. Hail to thee, dear mother mine— mother, 
though thou didst not give me birth. 

P. P. Yes, so have I ever been called, and the title 
causes me no regret. 

Ion. Hast heard how this woman plotted my 
death? 

P. P. I have; thou, too, art wrong because of thy 
harshness. 

Ion. Am I not to pay back murderers in theincoin ? 

P. P. Wives ever hate the children of a former 
marriage. \ 

Ion. As I hate stepdames for their evil treatment 
of me. \ 

P. P. Do not so; but leaving, as thou art, the shrl^ne, 
and setting forth for thy country — 

Ion. What then wouldst thou advise me do ? 

P. P. With clean hands seek Athens, attended by 
good omens. 

Ion. Surely any man hath clean hands who slays 
his enemies. 

P. P. Do not thou do this; but take the counsel 
that I have for thee. 

Ion. Say on; whate’er thou say’st will be prompted 
by thy good will. 

P. P. Dost see this basket that I carry in my arms ? 

Ion. An ancient ark with chaplets crowned. 

P. P. Herein 1 found thee long ago, a newborn 
babe. 

Ion. What sayest thou? there is novelty in the 
story thou art introducing. 

P. P. Yea, for I was keeping these relics a secret, 
but now I show them. 

Ion. How earnest thou to hide them on that day, 
now long ago, when thou didst find me? 

P. P. The god wished to have thee as his servant 
in his courts. 

Ion. Does he no longer wish it ? How am I to know 
this? 

P. P. By declaring to thee thy sire, he dismisses 
thee from this land. 

Ion. Is it by his command thou keepest these rel- 
ics, or why ? 

P. P. Loxias put in my heart that day — 

Ion. What purpose ? Oh! speak, finish thy story. 

P. P. To preserve what I had found until the pres- 
ent time. 

Ion. What weal or woe doth this import to me? 

P. P. Herein were laid the swaddling-clothes in 
which thou wert enwrapped. 

Ion. These relics thou art producing may help me 
to find my mother. 
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P. P. Yes, for now the deity so wills it, though tan, 1 a friend of thine! an4 wouldst thou, then, 
not before. have slain me privily ? 

Jon. Hail! thou day of visions blest to me! Cr. Thou art my child, if that is what a parent 

P. P. Take then the relics and seek thy mother holds most dear, 
diligently. And when thou hast traversed Asia and Ion. An end to thy web of falsehood! Right well 
the bounds of Europe, thou wilt learn this for thy- will I convict thee. 

self; for the god’s sake I reared thee, my child, and Cr. My child, that is my aim; God grant I reach it! 

now to thee do I entrust these relics, which he willed Ion. Is this ark empty, or hath it aught within? 

that I should take into my safekeeping, without Cr. Thy raiment wherein I exposed thee long ago. 

being bidden; why he willed it I cannot tell thee. Ion. Wilt put a name thereto before thou sec it? 

For no living soul wist that I had them in my pos- Cr. Unless I describe it, I offer to die. 

session, nor yet their hiding-place. And now fere- Ion. Say on; there is something strange in this thy 
well! as a mother might her child, so I greet thee, confidence. 

The starting-point of thy inquiry for thy mother Cr. Behold the robe my childish fingers wove, 
must be this; first, was it a Delphian maid that gave Ion. Describe it; maidens weave many a pattern, 

birth to thee, and exposed thee in this temple; next, Cr. ’Tis not perfect, but a first lesson, as it were, 

was it a daughter of Hellas at all ? That is all that 1 in weaving. 

and Phoebus, who shares in thy lot, can do for thee. Ion. Describe its form; thou shalt not catch me 

Exit PYTHIAN PRIESTESS. thuS. 

Ion. Ah me! the tears stream from my eyes when Cr. A Gorgon figures in the centre of the warp. 

I think of the day my mother bore me, as the fruit Ion. Great Zeus! what fete is this that dogs my 

of her secret love, only to smuggle her babe away steps? 

privily, without suckling it; nameless ,I led a serv- Cr. *Tis fringed with snakes like an aegis. 

ant’s life in the courts of the god. His service truly Ion. Lo! ’tis the very robe; how true we find the 

was kindly, yet was my fortune heavy; for just when voice of God I 

I ought to have lain softly in a mother’s arms, tast- Cr. Ah! woven work that erst my virgin shuttle 
ing somewhat of the joys of life, was I deprived of a wrought. 

fond mother’s fostering care. Nor less is she a prey Ion. Is there aught beside, or stays thy lucky guess- 

to sorrow that bare me, seeing she hath suffered the ing here ? 

self-same pang in losing all the joy a son might bring. Cr. There be serpents, too, with jaws of gold, an 
Now will I take and bear this ark unto the god as an old-world symbol. 

offering, that herein I may discover naught that I Ion. Is that Athena’s gift, bidding her race grow 
would rather not. For if haply my mother proves to up under their guardianship ? 
be some slave-girl, ’twere worse to find her out than Cr. Y es, to copy our ancestor Erichthonius. 

let her rest in silence. O! Phoebus, to thy temple do Ion. What is their object? what the use of these 

I dedicate this ark. Yet why ? this is to war against golden gauds? pray, tell. 

the god’s intention, who saved these tokens of my Cr. Necklaces for the newborn babe to wear, my 
mother for my sake. I must undo the lid and bear child. 

the worst. For that which fete ordains, I may ne’er Ion. Lo! here they lie. Yet would I know the third 
o’erstep. O! hallowed wreaths and fastenings, that sign. 

have kept so safe these relics dear to me; why, ah! Cr. About thy brow I bound an olive-wreath that 
why were ye hidden from me? Behold the covering day, plucked from the tree Athena first made grow 

of this rounded ark! No signs of age are here, owing on her own rock. If haply that is there, it hath not 

to some miracle; decay hath not touched these chap- lost its verdure yet, but still is fresh, for it came from 

lets; and yet ’tis long enough since these were stored the stock that grows not old. 

away. Ion. Mother, dearest mother, with what rapture 

Cr. Ha! what unlooked-for sight is here ? I behold thee, as on thy cheeks, that share my joy, I 

Ion. Peace, woman! now, as erst, thou art my press my lips! 
enemy. Cr. My son, light that in thy mother’s eye out- 

Cr. Silence is not for me. Bid me not be still; for shinest yonder sun— I know the god will pardon me 

lo! I see the ark wherein I did expose thee, my child, —in my arms I hold thee, whom I never hoped to 

in days gone by, whilst yet a tender babe in the find, for I thought thy home was in that nether 

cavern of Cecrops, ’neath the rocky roof of Macrae, world, among the ghosts with Queen Persephone. 

So now will 1 leave this altar, though death await me. Ion. Ah, dear mother mine! within thy arms I 
Ion. Seize her; she is mad, springing thus from the rest, the dead now brought to light, and dead no 
shelter of the carved altar. Bind her arms. more. 

Cr. Kill! spare not! for I to thee will cleave, and Cr. Hail, thou broad expanse of bright blue sky! 
to this ark, and all that is within it. What words can I find to utter my joy aloud ? Whence 

Ion, Is not this monstrous? here am I laid claim comes to me such unexpected rapture? To what do 
to on a specious pretext. I owe this bliss ? 

Cr. Nay, nay, but as a friend art thou by friends Ion. This is the last thing that ever would have 
now found. occurred to me, mother, that I was thy child. 
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iC>» I tfmbk 

ItHi Obst thou doubt my reali^P 
'Cr, Far from me had I banished these hopes. 
/Whence* O whence, lady, didst thou take my ^be 
into thy arms? Who carried him to the courts of 
Loxias? 

Ion, *Tis a miracle) Ohl may we for the rest of our 
career be happy, as we were hapless heretofore. 

f>« In tears wert thou brought forth, my child, 
and with sorrow to thy mother didst thou leave her 
arms; but now I breathe again as I press my lips to 
thy cheek, in full enjoyment of happiness. 

Ion, Thy words express our mutual feelings. 

Cr, No more am I of son and heir bereft; my 
house is stablished and my country hath a prince; 
Erechtheus groweth young again; no longer is the 
house of the earth-born race plunged in gwm, but 
lifto its eyes unto the radiant sun. 

Ion, Mother mine, since my father too is here, 
let him share the joy 1 have brought to thee. 

Or. My child, my child, what sayst thou? How is 
my sin finding me outl 
Ion, What meanest thou? 

Or. Thou art of a different, far different stock. 

Ion, Alas for mel Am I a bastard, then, born in 
thy maiden days? 

Or. Nor nuptial torch nor dance, my child, ush- 
ered in my wedding and thy birth. 

Ion, O mother, mother! whence do I draw my 
base origin ? 

Or. Be witness she who slew the Gorgon, 

Ion, What meanest thou? 

Cr, She that on my native rocks makes the olive- 
clad hill her seat. 

' Ion, Thy words to me are but as cunning riddles. 
I cannot read them. 

Or. Hard by the rock with nightingales melodi- 
ous, Phoebus. 

Ion, Why dost thou mention Phoebus? 

Or, Forced on me his secret love. 

Ion, Say on; for thy story will crown me with 
&me and fortune. 

Or. And as the tenth month came round I bore a 
child to Phoebus in secret. 

Ion, Oh! thy happy tidings, if thy story is true. 
Cr, And about thee as swaddling-clothes 1 list- 
ened this my maiden work, the faulty efforts of my 
loom. But to my breast 1 never held thy lips, or 
suckled or washed thee with a mother’s care; but in 
a di^rt cave wert thou cast out to die, for taloned 
kites to rend and feast upon. 

Ion, An awful deed! O mother! 

Or. Fear held me captive, and I cast thy life away, 
my child; 1 would, though loth, have slain thee too. 

/on. Thou too wert am but slain by me most im- 
.{Houdy. 

O. O the horror of all I suffb^d then! O the hor- 
ror eff what is to follow now! To and fro from bad to 
food we toss, though now the gale is shifting round. 
May it remain steady! the past brought sorrows 
enough; but now hath a £ur tureeze sprung up, my 
sbui to wafft us out iff woe. 


Gk, Let no man ever deem a thing, put hoping 
for, when he turns an eye towards what is happen- 
ing now. 

Ion, O Fortunel who ere now hast changed the 
lot of countless mortals £rst to grief, and then to 
joy again, to what a goal my life fold come, even to 
staining my hands with a mother’s blood and en- 
during sufferings ill-deserved! Ah well! may we not 
learn these truths daily in all that the bright sun 
embraces? O mother, in thee have 1 made a happy 
discovery, and from my point of view there is no 
fault to nnd with my birth; but what remains I fain 
would speak to thee apart. Come hither, for 1 would 
say a word in thine ear, and o’er these matters cast 
the veil of silence. Bethink thee, mother, carefully; 
didst thou make the fatal slip, that maidens will, as 
touching secret amours, and then upon the god 
wouldst foist the blame, in thy anxiety to escape the 
shame of rnybirlth asserting that Phoebus is my sire, 
albeit the god was not the parent. [ 

Cr, Nay, by our queen of Victory, Athenk, that 
fought by Zeus, in days gone by, high on nis car 
against the earth-born giants I swear, no mortal is 
thy father, my son, but King Loxias himself who 
brought thee up. \ 

Ion, How then is it he gave his own child to an- 
other father, declaring that I was begotten of Xu- 
thus? 

Cr, “Begotten” he never said, but as a gift he 
doth bestow thee his own son on him; for friend 
might give to friend even his own son to rule his 
house. 

Ion, Mother mine, this thought disturbs my 
breast, as well it may, whether the god speaks truth 
or gives an idle oracle. 

Cr. Hear, then, my son, the thought that hath 
occurred to me; Loxias out of kindness is establish- 
ing thee in a noble family, for hadst thou been called 
the god’s son, thou hadst never inherited a father's 
home and name. How couldst thou, when I strove 
to hide my marriage with him and would have slain 
thee privily ? But he for thy interest is handing thee 
over to another father. 

Ion, Not thus lightly do I pursue the inquiry; nay, 
I will enter Apollo’s shrine aro question him whether 
1 am the child of a mortal sire or his own son. 
(athena appears aifot'c the temple) Hal who is that 
hovering o’er the incense-smoking roof, and show- 
ing to our gaze a heavenly face, bright as the sun? 
Let us fly, mother, that we see not sights divine, un- 
less haply it is right we should. 

Athena, Fly not! I am no foe ye seek to shun, but 
alike in Athens and this place your kindly friend. 
Tis I, Pallas, after whom your land is named, that 
am here, by Apollo sent in headlong haste; for he 
thought not fit to appear before you twain, lest his 
coming might provoke reproaches for the past; but 
me he sends to proclaim to you his words, now that 
this is thy mother, and Apmlo thy sire; while thy- 
self he doth bestow, as seems him good, not indeed 
on him that begat thee, nay, but that he may bring 
thee to a hou% of high repute. For when this maxtan 
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w tnrcxigiit to fitg^t, he devttcd a way oC deliver^ 
aacc, fearing that tliatt wotildst be data by thy 
modier's wiles and she by thine. Now it was King 
Apollo's wbh to keep this matter secret awhile, and 
then in Athens to acknowledge this lady as thy 
mother and thyself as the child of her and Phoebus. 
But to end the business and discharge his oracles for 
the god, 1 bid you hearken; for such was my pur- 
pose in yoking my chariot-steeds. Do thou, Creusa, 
take this stripling and to Cecrops* land set forth; 
and there upon the monarch's throne establish him, 
for from Erechtheus* stock is he sprung, and there- 
fore hath a right to rule that land of mine. Through 
Hellas shall his fame extend; for his children— four 
branches springing from one root — shall give their 
names to the l^dand to the tribes of folk therein 
that dwell upon the rock I love. Teleon shall be the 
first; and next in order shall come the Hopletes and 
Argades; and then the iEgicores, called after my 
segis, shall form one tribe. And their children again 
shall in the time appointed found an island home 
amid the Cyclades and on the sea-coast, thereby 
strengthening my country; for they shall dwell upon 
the shores of two continents, of Europe and of Asia, 
on either side the strait; and in honour of Ion's name 
shall they be called lonians and win them high re- 
nown. From Xuthus too and thee I see a common 
stock arise; Dorus, whence the famous Dorian state 
will spring; and after him Achaeus in the land of 
Pelop«; he shall lord it o'er the seaboard nigh to 
Rhium, and his folk, that bear his name, shall win 
the proud distinction of their leader's title. Thus in 
all hath Apollo rightly done; first did he deliver thee 
of thy babe without sickness, so that thy friends 
knew naught; and after thou didst bear this child 
and in swaddling-clothes hadst laid him, he bade 


Hermes -carry him tn Ids amn fakher, and did rear 
him» sulEPering him not to die. Now therefore hdd 
thy peace as to this thy child's real parentage, that 
Xuthus may delight in his fond fsncy, and thou, 
lady, continue to enjoy thy blessing. So fare ye wdll 
for to you 1 bring tidings of a happier fate after this 
respite from afiiiction. 

/on. O Pallas, dau^ter of almighty Zeus, in fi;^ 
assurance will we accept thy words; for I am cmi- 
vmced of my parentage from Loxias and this lady; 
which even before was not incredible. 

Cr. To what I say give car. My former blame of 
Phoebus now is turned to praise, because he now re- 
stores to me the babe whom erst he slighted. Now 
are these portals fair unto mine eyes and this oracle 
of the god, though before I hated them. With joy 
now I even cling to the knocker on the door and 
salute the gates. 

At. 1 commend thee for thy sudden change, and 
thy fair words about the god. 'Tis ever thus; Heav- 
en’s justice may tarry awhile, yet comes it at the 
last in no wise weakened. 

Cr. My son, let us set out for home. 

At. Go; 1 will follow. 

Ion. A guide we well may prize. 

Cr. Aye, and one that hmds our city dear. 

At. Go, sit thee down upon the throne ^ thy an- 
cestors. 

Ion. *Tis my heritage and I value it, 

Ch. All hail, Apollo, son of Zeus and La tonal 'Tis 
only right that he, whose house is sore beset with 
trouble, should reverence God and keep good heart; 
for at the last the righteous find their just reward, 
but the wicked, as their nature is, will never 
prosper. Exeunt qmnbs. 


*97 



HELEN 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Helen 

Teucer 

Chorus, ladies attendant 
on Helen 
Menelaus 

Tomb of Proteus in the island of Pharos. Enter helen. 

Helen, Lol these are the fair virgin streams of 
Nile, the river that waters Egypt’s tilth, fed by 
pure melting snow instead of rain from heaven. 
Proteus during his lifetime was king of this land, 
dwelling in the isle of Pharos, and ruling o’er Egypt; 
and he took to wife one of the daughters of the sea, 
Psamathe, after she left the embraces of iEacus. 
Two children she bare in this his palace, a son Theo- 
clymenus, who hath passed his life in duteous serv- 
ice to the gods, and likewise a noble daughter, her 
mother’s pride, called Eido in her infancy, but when 
she reached her youthful prime, the age for wedded 
joys, renamed Theonoe; for well she knew whate’er 
the gods design, both present and to come, for she 
had won this guerdon from her grandsire Nereus. 
Nor is my fatherland unknown to fame, e’en Sparta, 
ot my sire Tyndareus; for a legend tells how Zeus 
winged his way to my mother Leda’s breast, in the 
semblance of a bird, even a swan, and thus as he 
fled from an eagle’s pursuit, achieved by guile his 
amorous purpose, if this tale be true. My name is 
Helen, and I will now recount the sorrows I have 
suffered. To a hollow vale on Ida came three god- 
desses to Paris, for beauty’s prize contending, Hera 
and Cypris, and the virgin child of Zeus, eager to 
secure his verdict on their loveliness. Now Cypris 
held out my beauty— if aught so wretched deserves 
that name— as a bribe before the eyes of Paris, say- 
ing he should marry me; and so she won the day; 
wherefore the shepherd of Ida left his steading, and 
came to Sparta, thinking to win me for his bride. 
But Hera, indignant at not defeating the goddesses, 
brought to naught my marriage with Pans, and 
gave to Priam’s princely son not Helen, but a phan- 
tom endowed with life, that she made in my image 
out of the breath of heaven; and Paris thought that 
I was his, although I never was— an idle fancy! More- 
over, the counsels of Zeus added further troubles 
unto these; for upon the land of Hellas and the hap- 
less Phrygians he brought a war, that he might 
lighten mother-earth of her myriad hosts of men, 
RM to the bravest of the sons of Hellas bring renown. 
So 1 was set up as a prize for all the chivalry of 
' ^ llas, to test the might of Phrygia, yet not I, but 
alone; for Hermes caught me up in the 


Portress, an old woman 

Messenger 

Theonoe 

Theoclymenus 

The Dioscuri 

embracing air, and veiled me in a cloud; for Zeus 
was not unmindful of me; and he set me down here 
in the house of Proteus, judging him to be the most 
virtuous of all mankind; that so I might preserve 
my marriage with Menelaus free from taint! Here 
then I abide, while my hapless lord has gathered an 
army, and is setting out for the towers of lUiim to 
track and recover me. And there by Scamanaer’s 
streams hath many a life breathed out its last,\and 
all for me; and I, that have endured all this,\am 
accursed, and seem to have embroiled all Hellas in 
a mighty war by proving a traitress to my husband. 
Why, then, do I prolong my life? Because I heard 
Hermes declare, that I should yet again make my 
home on Sparta’s glorious soil, with my lord— for 
Hermes knew I never went to Ilium— that so I might 
never submit to any other’s wooing. Now as long as 
Proteus gazed upon yon glorious sun, I was safe 
from marriage; but when o’er him the dark gralve 
closed, the dead man’s son was eager for my hand. 
But I, from regard to my former husband, am throw- 
ing myself down in suppliant wise before this tomb 
of Proteus, praying him to guard my husband’s hon- 
our, that, though through Hellas I bear a name dis- 
honoured, at least my body here may not incur 
disgrace. 

Enter teucer. 

Teucer. Who is lord and master of this fenced 
palace? The house is one I may compare to the 
halls of Plutus, with its royal bulwarks and towering 
buildings. Ha! great gods! what sight is here? I see 
the counterfeit of that fell murderous dame, who 
ruined me and all the Achseans. May Heaven show its 
loathing for thee, so much dost thou resemble Helen! 
Were I not standing on a foreign soil, with this well- 
aimed shaft had I worked thy death, thy reward for 
resembling the daughter of Zeus. 

He. Oh! why, poor man, whoe’er thou art, dost 
thou turn from me, loathing me for those troubles 
Helen caused ? 

Te. I was wrong; I yielded to my anger more than 
I ought; my reason was, the hate all Hellas bears to 
that daughter of Zeus. Pardon me, lady, for the 
words I uttered. 

He. Who art thou? whence comest thou to visit 
this land ? 

Te. One of those hapless Achaeans am I, lady. 
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He, No wonder then that thou dost hate Helen. 
But say, who art thou? Whence comest? By what 
name am I to call thee? 

Te, My name is Tcucer; my sire was Telamon, 
and Salamis is the land that nurtured me. 

He, Then why art thou visiting these meadows 
by the Nile? 

Te, A wanderer 1, an exile from my native land. 

He. Thine must be a piteous lot; who from thy 
country drives thee out r 

Te. My father Telamon. Couldst find a nearer 
and a dearer? 

He. But why? This case is surely fraught with 
woe. 

Te. The death of Aias my brother at Troy, was 
my ruin. 

He. How so? surely ’twas not thy sword that 
stole his life away ? 

Te, He threw himself on his own blade and died. 

He. Was he mad? for who with sense endowed 
would bring himself to this ? 

Te. Dost thou know aught of Achilles, son of 
Peleus? 

He. He came, so I have heard, to woo Helen once. 

Te, When he died, he left his arms for his com- 
rades to contest. 

He. Well, if he did, what harm herein to Aias? 

Te. When another won these arms, to himself he 
put an end. 

He. Art thou then a sufferer by woes that he in- 
flicted ? 

Te, Yes, because I did not join him in his death. 

He, So thou earnest, sir stranger, to Ilium's fa- 
mous town? 

Te. Aye, and, after helping to sack it, myself did 
learn what ruin meant. 

He. Is Troy already fired and utterly by flames 
consumed? 

Te. Yea, so that not so much as one vestige of her 
walls is now to be seen. 

He. Woe is thee, poor Helen! thou art the cause 
of Phrygia’s ruin. 

Te. And of Achaea’s too. Ah! ’tis a tale of grievous 
misery! 

He. How long is it since the city was sacked ? 

Te. Nigh seven fruitful seasons have come and 
gone. 

He. And how much longer did ye abide in 
Troy ? 

Te. Many a weary month, till through ten full 
years the moon had held her course. 

He. And did ye capture that Spartan dame? 

Te.Menelaus caught her by the hair, and was for 
dragging her away. 

He. Didst thou thyself behold that unhappy one? 
or art thou speaking from hearsay ? 

Te. As plain as I now see thee, I then saw her. 

He. Consider whether ye were but indulging an 
idle fancy sent by heaven. 

Te. Bethink thee of some other topic; no more of 
her! 

He. Are you so sure this fancy was reliable? 
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Te. With these eyes I saw h^ &ce to face, if so be 
1 see thee now. 

He. Hath Menelaus reached his home by this time 
with his wife? 

Te. No; he is neither in Argos, nor yet by the 
streams of Eurotas. 

He, Ah me! here is evil news for those to whom 
thou art telling it. 

Te, *Tis said he disappeared with his wife. 

He. Did not all the Argives make the passage 
together ? 

Te, Yes; but a tempest scattered them in every 
direction. 

He. In what quarter of the broad ocean ? 

Te. They were crossing the /Egean in mid chan- 
nel. 

He. And after that, doth no man know of Mene- 
laus* arrival ? 

Te. No, none; but through Hellas is he reported 
to be dead. 

He. Then am I lost. Is the daughter of Thestius 
aUve? 

Te, Dost speak of Leda? She is dead; aye, dead 
and gone. 

He. Was it Helen’s shame that caused her death? 

Te. Aye, ’tis said she tied the noose about her 
noble neck. 

He. Arc the sons of Tyndareus still alive or not? 

Te. Dead, and yet alive: *tis a double story. 

He. Which is the more credible report? Woe is me 
for my sorrows! 

Te. Men say that they are gods in the likeness 
of stars. 

He. That is happy news; but what is the other 
rumour ? 

Te. That they by self-inflicted wounds gave up 
the ghost because of their sister’s shame. But enough 
of such talk! I have no wish to multiply my griefs. 
The reason of my coming to this royal palace was a 
wish to see that famous prophetess Theonoe. Do 
thou the means afford, that I from her may obtain 
an oracle how I shall steer a favourable course to the 
sea-girt shores of Cyprus; for there Apollo hath de- 
clared my home shall be, giving to it the name of 
Salamis, my island home, in honour of that father- 
land across the main. 

He. That shall the voyage itself explain, sir stran- 
ger; but do thou leave these shores and fly, ere the 
son of Proteus, the ruler of this land, catch sight of 
thee. Now is he away with his trusty hounds track- 
ing his savage quarry to the death; for every stran- 
ger that he catcheth from the land of Helm doth 
he slay. His reason never ask to know; my lips arc 
sealed; for what could word of mine avail thee? 

Te. Lady, thy words arc fair. Heaven grant thee 
a fair requital for this kindness! For though in form 
thou dost resemble Helen, thy soul is not like hers, 
nay, very different. Perdition seize her! May she 
never reach the streams of Eurotas! But thine be 
joy for evermore, lady! Exit teucbr. 

He. Ah me! what piteous dirge shall I strive to 
utter, now that I am beginning my strain of bitter 
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EtJRBPlDES 

What Muse shall 1 apF^roadi with less hoA* malctiia me an c^ect of unhappy ^ttfe 

tm.cx son^s ci death or woe? Ah mel ye Sirens, *twixt and the race oi Priam* Ami my name 

Earth’s virgin daughters, winghd maids, come, oht is but a sound without reality beside the streams ot 

come to aid my mourning, bringing with you the S^ois. 

libyan flute or pipe, to waft to Persephone’s car Ch. Well I know thou hast a bitter lot to bear; 
a tearful plaint, the echo of my sorrow, with grief still *tis best to bear as lightly as we may the ills that 
for jgrief, and mournful chant for chant, with songs life is heir to. 

of <mth and doom to match my lamentation, that He, Good friends, to what a &te am I united? 
in return die may receive from me, besides my tears. Did not my mother bear me to be a monster to the 

dirm ftx the departed dead beneath her gloomy world? For no woman, Hellene or barbarian, gives 

roc^ birth to babes in eggs indexed, as they say Leda 

Enter chorus, bare me to Zeus. My life and all 1 do is one miracle, 

Chorus, Beside the deep-blue water I chanced to partly owing to Hera, and partly is my bmuty to 

be hanging purple robes along the tendrils green blame. Would God I could rub my beauty out like 

and on the sprouting reeds, to dry them in the sun- a picture, and assume hereafter in its stead a form 

god’s golden blaze, when lol I heard a sound of woe, a less comdy, and ohi that Hellas had forgotten the 
mournful wail, the voice of one crying aloud in her evil fate t^t now I bear, and were now remember- 

anguish; yea, such a cry of woe as Naiad nym{^ ing my career of honour as surely as they do my 

might send ringing o’er the hills, while to her cry deeds of shams.’ Now, if a man doth turn ms eyes 
the depths of rocky grots re-echo her screams at the to a single phase of fortune, and meets ill-u^ge at 

violence of Pan. heaven’s hands, *tis hard no doubt; but stillvit can 

He, Woei woel ye maids of Hellas, booty of bar- be borne; but I in countless troubles am involved, 
barian sailors! one hath come, an Achaean mariner. First, although I never sinned, my good name is 

bringing fresh tears to me, the news of Ilium’s over- gone. And this is a grief beyond the reality, if i man 

throw, how that it is left to the mercy of the foe- incurs blame for sins that are not his. Next, ^ve 

man’s flame, and all for me the murderess, or for my the gods removed me from my native land, to oWell 

name with sorrow fraught. While for anguish at my with men of barbarous habits, and reft of every 
deed of shame, hath Lraa sought her death by hang- friend, I am become a slave though free by birth; 

ing; and on the deep, to weary wandering doomra for amongst barbarians all are slaves but one. And 

my lord hath met his end ; and Castor and his the last anchor that held my fortunes, the hope that 

brother, twin glory of their native land, are vanished my husband would return one day, and rid me of 

from men’s sight, leaving the plains that shook to my woes, is now no more, lost since the day he died, 

their galloping steeds, and the course beside reed- My mother too, is dead, and I am called her mur- 

firingedEurotas, where those youthful athletes strove, deress, unjustly it is true, but still that injustiejs is 

Ch, Ah, misery! Alas! for thy grievous destiny! mine to bear; and she that was the glory of my 

Woe for thy sad lot, lady! Ah! ’twas a day of sorrow house, my darling child, is growing oW and grey, 

meted out for thee when 21eus came glancing through unwedded still; and those twm brethren, called the 

the sky on snowy pinions like a swan and won thy sons of Zeus, are now no more. But ’tis fortune, not 

mother’s heart. What evil is not thine? Is there a my own doing, that hath crushed me with sorrow 

grief in life that thou hast not endured ? Thy mother and slain me. And this is the last evil of all; if ever 

IS dead; the two dear sons of Zeus have perished 1 come to my native land, they will shut me up in 

miserably, and thou art severed from thy country’s prison, thinlung me that Helen of Ilium, in quest 

sight, while through the towns of men a rumour of whom Menebus came thither. Were my husband 

runs, consigning thee, my honoured mistress, to a still alive, we might have recognized each other, by 

barbarian’s bed; and ’mid the ocean waves thy lord having recourse to tokens which ourselves alone 

bath lost his life, and never, never more shalt thou would know. But now this may not be, nor is there 

with glee thy father’s halls or Athena’s temple any chance of his escape. Why then do I prolong 

ctf the “Brazen House.” my life? What fortune have 1 still in store? Shall 1 

He, Ah! who was that Phrygian, who was he, choose marriage as an alternative of evils, and dwdl 

that felled that pine with sorrow fraught for Ilium, with a barbarian lord, seated at his sumptuous board ? 

and for those that came from Hellas? Hence it was No! when a husband she loathes is mated with a 

that Priam’s son his cursed barque did build, and woxnan, even life is loathly to her. Best for her to 

sped by barbarian oars sailed unto my home, in die; but how shall I die a noble death? The dangling 

quest m beauty, woman's curse, to win me for his noose is an uncomely end; even slaves consider it a 

bride; and with him sailed the treacherous queen of disgrace; to stab oneself hath something fur and 

Lave, on daughter bent, with death alike for Priam’s noble in it ; 'tis a small thing that moment of ridding 

sons, and Da^ too. Ah me! for my hard lot! Next, the flesh of life. Yes, it must be; 1 am plunged to 

Hera, stately bride of Zeus, seated on her golden deep in misery; for that beauty, which to othdr 

throne, soat the son of Maia, swift foot, who women is a boon, to me hath been a very faan& 

caq^t me up as I was gathering fresh rose-buds in CA.Helea,neverbeIteve that the stranger, whoe'er 

^ Joldb exf my robe, that I might go to the “Brazen he was that came, has spdeen naught but truth* 
fieii^'Vaiid tx3ie me tothislove- Hr. Yet he said so cl^y that my lord was dead* 
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quite ctcsur. 

He, The word of truth hath a very different sound 
to felsehood. 

€h, Hiou art inclined to misfortune, tathier than 
to luck. 

He. Fear girds me with terrors as with a garment, 
and takes me in her train. 

Ch, What friends hast thou within the palace? 

He. All are my friends here save him who seeks 
to wed me. 

Ch, Thy action then is clear; leave thy seat at the 
tomb. 

He. To what words or advice art thou leading up? 

Ch. Go in and question the daughter of the ocean 
Nereid, who knoweth all things, even Theonoe, 
whether thy husband is still alive, or whether he 
hath left the light of day; and when thou knowest 
for certain, be glad or sorrowful, as fits thy fortune. 
But before thou hast any correct information, what 
shall sorrow avail thee? Nay, hearken to me; leave 
this tomb and seek the maiden’s company, that she 
may tell thee the truth, for from her shalt thou 
learn all. If thou abide here in this building, what 
prospect hast thou? And I will myself go in with 
thee, and with thee inquire of the maiden’s oracles; 
for ’tis a woman’s bounden duty to share a sister’s 
trouble. 

He. Kind friends, 1 welcome your advice. Come 
in, come in, that ye may learn the result of my 
struggle within the palace. 

Ch. Thy invitation comes to very willing ears. 

He. Woe for this heavy day 1 Ah mel what mourn> 
ful tidings shall I hear ? 

Ch. Dear mistress mine, be not a prophetess of 
sorrow, forestalling lamentation. 

He. What is the fate of my poor husband ? Doth 
he still behold the light turning towards the sun- 
god’s chariot and the stars in their courses? 

Ch. * * * 

He. ♦ ♦ ♦ 

Or among the dead, beneath the earth, is he to 
death consigned? 

Ch. Of the future take a brighter view, whatever 
shall betide. 

He. On thee 1 call, and thee adjure, Eurotas green 
with river-reeds, to tell me if this rumour of my 
husband’s death be true. 

Ch. What boots this meaningless appeal? 

Be, About my neck will 1 fasten the deadly noose 
from above, or drive the murderous knife with self- 
aimoi thrust deep into my throat to sever it, striv- 
ing to cut my flesh, a sacrifice to those pddesses 
three and to that son of Piiam, who in days gone 
by would wake the music of his pipe around hb 
steading. 

Ch. Oh may sorrow be averted otherwhither, and 
thou be bleatl 

He. Woe b thee, unhai^y Troyl Thou through 
deeds not done by thee art ruined, and hast suffered 
direst woe; for the gift that Cyprb gave to me, hath 
caused.ftaeaof blow to flow, and many an eye to 


weep, with ipief on grief and tear bn . tear. All 'thb 
hathlUttms^ered. .and ixmdiers have lost their 
children; and virdo sbters of the slain have cut off 
their tresses by uie swollen tide of Phrygian Sm- 
mander. And the land of Hellas hath lifted her voice 
of woe and broken forth in wailing, smiting on her 
head, and making tender cheeks to stream with gore 
beneath the rending nail. Ah blest maid Calhsto, 
who long ago in Arcady didst find fiivour with Zeus, 
in the semblance of a beast fi^ur-footed, how much 
happier was thy lot than my mother’s, for thou hast 
changed the burden of thv grief and now with sav- 
age eye art weeping o’er thy shaggy monster-shape; 
aye, and hers was a happier lot, whom on a day 
Artemis drove from her choir, changed to a hind 
with horns of gold, the fair Tiunian maid, daughter 
of Merops, because of her beauty; but my fair form 
hath proved the curse of Dardan Troy and doomed 
Achsm’s sons. 

Enter menelaus. Exeunt Helen and cHoiius. 

Menelaus. Ahl Pelops, easy victor long ago o’er 
thy rival CEnomaus in the chariot-race on Pisa’s 
plain, would thou hadst ended thy career amongst 
the gods that day thou wert beguiled into making 
a banquet for them, or ever thou hadst begotten 
my father Atrcus, to whom were born by ^ope 
his wife, Agamemnon and myself Menelaus, an il- 
lustrious pair; and herein I make no idle boast, for 
*twas a mighty host, I trow, that I their leader car- 
ried o’er the sea to Troy, using no violence to make 
them follow me, but leading au the chivalry of Hel- 
las by voluntary consent. And some of these must 
we number ’mid the slain, and some to their joy 
have ’scaped the sea, bearing to their homes again 
names long reckoned dead. But I, poor wretch, go 
wandering o’er grey Ocean’s swell a weary space, 
long as that which saw me sack the towers of Ilium; 
and for all my longing to reach my country I am 
not counted worthy of this boon by heaven, but to 
Libya’s desert cheerless roadsteads have I sailed, to 
each and all of them; and whensoe’er I draw me 
near my native land, the storm-wind drives me back 
again, and never yet have favouring breezes filled 
my sails, to let me reach my fatherland. And now a 
wretched, shipwrecked mariner, my friends all lost, 
am I cast up upon this shore; and my ship is 
shattered in a thousand pieces against the rocks; and 
its keel was wrested from its cunning fastenings; 
thereon did 1 with difliculty escape, most unexpect- 
edly, and Helen also, for her had 1 rescued from 
Troy and had with me. But the name of this country 
and its people 1 know not; for 1 blushed to nungte 
with the crowd to question them, anxious for very 
shame to hide my misfortunes which reduce me td 
these sorry rags. For when a man of high degree 
meets with adversity, he feels the strangeness ot his 
Men state more keenly than a sufferer of long stand- 
ing. Dire want is wasting me; for I have neither 
nor raiment to gird myself withal; behold the 
facts before you to judge from*— t am clad in tatters 
cast up from the ship; while aU the robes 1 once did 
wear, glorious attire and ornaments, hath the sea 
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swallowed; and in a cavern’s deep recesses have I 
hidden my wife, the cause of all my trouble, and 
have come hither, after straitly charging the sur- 
vivors of my friends to watch her. Alone am I come, 
seeking for those there left some help, if haply I 
may find it after careful search. So when I saw this 
palace girt with towering walls and stately gates of 
some prosperous lord, 1 drew nigh; for I have hope 
to obtain somewhat for my sailors from this wealthy 
house, whereas from houses which have no store, 
the inmates for all their goodwill could furnish 
naught. Ho! there, who keejps the gate and will 
come forth to bear my talc of woe into the house? 

Enter portress. 

Portress, Who stands before the door? Begone 
from the house! stand not at the court-yard gate« 
annoying my masters! otherwise shalt thou die, for 
thou art a Hellene born, and with them have we 
no dealings. 

Men, Mother, herein sayest thou rightly on all 
points. Tis well; I will obey; but moderate thy 
words. 

Po, Away! stranger, my orders are to admit no 
Hellene to this palace. 

Men, Ha! do not seek to push me hence, or thrust 
me away by violence. 

Po, Thou dost not heed my words, and therefore 
hast thyself to blame. 

Men, Carry my message to thy master in the 
palace. 

Po, Some one would rue it, methinks, were I to 
take thy message. 

Men, I come as a shipwrecked man and a stranger, 
whom heaven protects. 

Po, Well, get thee to some other house than this. 

Men, Nay, but 1 will pass into the house; so listen 
to me. 

Po, Let me tell thee thou art unwelcome, and 
soon wilt be forcibly ejected. 

Men, Ah me! where are now those famous troops 
of mine ? 

Po, Elsewhere maybe thou wert a mighty man; 
thou art not here. 

Men, O fortune! I have not deserved such con- 
tumely. 

Po, Why are thy eyes with tear-drops wet? Why 
so sad? 

Men, Tis the contrast with my fortunes erst so 
blest. 

Po, Hence! then, and give thy friends those tears. 

Men, What land is this ? whose is the palace ? 

Po, Proteus lives here. It is the land of Egypt. 

Men, Egypt? Woe is me! to think that hither I 
have sailed! 

Po, Pray, what fault hast thou to find with the 
race of Nile? 

Men, Twas no fault I found; my own disasters 
I lament. 

Pt>. There be plenty m evil case; thou art not the 
only one. 

Men, Is the king, of whom thou speakest, here 
within? 


Po, There is his tomb; his son rules in his stead. 

Men, And where may he be? abroad, or in the 
house? 

Po, He is not within. To Hellas is he a bitter foe. 

Men, His reason, pray, for this enmity? the re- 
sults whereof I have experienced. 

Po, Beneath this roof dwells the daughter of Zeus, 
Helen. 

Men, What mean’st thou? what is it thou hast 
said ? Repeat, I pray, thy words. 

Po, The daughter of Tyndareus is here, who erst 
in Sparta dwelt. 

Men, Whence came she? What means this busi- 
ness? 

Po, She came from Lacedccmon hither. 

Men, When ? Surely I have never been robbed of 
my wife from the cave! 

Po, Before the Achaeans went to Troy, sir, stran- 
ger. But get fhSe hence; for somewhat hath chanced 
within, whereat the whole palace is in an uproar. 
Thou comest most unseasonably; and if my master 
catch thee, death will be thy stranger’s gift.\ This 
say I, because to Hellas I am well disposed, albeit 
I gave thee harsh answers for fear of my master. 

Exit portAess. 

Men, What can I think or say ? For after my pre- 
vious troubles, this is a fresh piece of ill-luck 1 hear, 
if, indeed, after recovering my wife from Troy and 
bringing her hither, and putting her for safety in 
the cave, I am then to find another woman living 
here with the same name as my wife. She called her 
the begotten child of Zeus. Can there be a man that 
hath the name of Zeus by the banks of Nile ? 'If’he 
Zeus of heaven is only one, at any rate. Where is 
there a Sparta in the world save where Eurotas glides 
between his reedy banks ? The name of Tyndareus 
is the name of one alone. Is there any land of the 
same name as Lacedaemon or Troy? I know not 
what to say; for naturally there are many in the 
wide world that have the same names, cities and 
women too; there is nothing, then, to marvel at. 
Nor yet again will I fly from the alarm a servant 
raises; for there is none so cruel of heart as to refuse 
me food when once he hears my name. All have 
heard of Ilium’s burning, and I, that set it ablaze, 
am famous now throughout the world, I, Mene- 
laus .... I therefore wait the master of this house. 
There are two issues I must watch; if he prove some- 
what stern of heart, I will to my wreck and there 
conceal myself; but if he show any sign of pity, I 
will ask for help in this my present strait. This is the 
crowning woe in all my misery, to bee the means of 
life from other princes, prince though I be myself; 
still needs must I. Yea, this is no saying of mine, but 
a word of wisdom, “Naught in might exceedeth 
dread necessity.” 

Enter chorus. 

Ch, I have heard the voice of the maiden inspired. 
Clear is the answer she hath vouchsafed within yon 
palace, declaring that Menelaus is not yet dead and 
buried, passed to the land of shades, where darkness 
takes the place of light; but on the stormy main is 
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wearing out his life, nor yet hath reached the haven 
of his country, a wanderer dragging out a piteous 
existence, reft of every friend, setting foot in every 
corner of the world, as he voyageth home from Troy. 

Enter helen. 

He. Lo! once again I seek the shelter of this tomb, 
with Theonoe’s sweet tidings in my ears; she that 
knowcth all things of a truth; for she saith my lord 
is yet alive and in the light of day, albeit he is roam- 
ing to and fro after many a weary voyage, and hither 
shall he come whenso he reach the limit of his toils, 
no novice in the wanderer’s life. But one thing did 
she leave unsaid. Is he to escape when he hath come? 
And I refrained from asking that question clearly, 
so glad was I when she told me he was safe. For she 
said that he was somewhere nigh this shore, cast up 
by shipwreck with a handful of friends. Ah! when 
shall I see thee come? How welcome will thy advent 
be! Ha! who is this? Am I being snared by some 
trick of Proteus* impious son? Oh! let me, like a 
courser at its speed, or a votary of Bacchus, ap- 
proach the tomb! for there is something wild about 
this fellow’s looks, who is eager to o’ertake me. 

Men. Ho there! thou that with fearful effort seek- 
est to reach the basement of the tomb and the pil- 
lars of burnt sacrifice, stay thee. Wherefore art fly- 
ing? Ah! with what speechless amaze the sight of 
thee affects me! 

He. O friends! I am being ill-treated. This fellow 
is keeping me from the tomb, and is eager to take 
and give me to his master, whose wooing 1 was seek- 
ing to avoid. 

Men. No robber I, or minister of evil. 

He. At any rate the garb wherein thou art clad, 
is unsightly. 

Men. Stay thy hasty flight; put fear aside. 

He. I do so, now that I have reached this spot. 

Men. Who art thou ? whom do 1 behold in thee, 
lady? 

He. Nay, who art thou? The self-same reason 
prompts us both. 

Men. I never saw a closer resemblance. 

He. Great God! Yea, for to recognize our friends 
is of God. 

Men. Art thou from Hellas, or a native of this 
land? 

He. From Hellas; but I would learn thy story too. 

Men. Lady, in thee I see a wondrous likeness to 
Helen. 

He. And I in thee to Menelaus; I know not what 
to say. 

Men. Well ,thou hast recognized aright a man of 
many sorrows. 

He. Hail! to thy wife’s arms restored at last! 

Men. Wife indeed! Lay not a finger on my robe. 

He, The wife that Tyndarcus, my fither, gave thee. 

Men. O Hecate, giver of light, send thy visions 
favourably! 

He. In me thou beholdest no spectre of the night, 
attendant on the queen of phantoms. 

Men. Nor yet am I in my single person the hus- 
band of two wives. 


He. What other woman calbs thee lord? 

Men. The inmate of yonder cave, whom I from 
Troy convey. 

He. Thou hast none other wife but me. 

Men. Can it be my mind is wandering, my sight 
failing? 

He. Dost not believe thou secst in me thy wife? 

Men. Thy form resembles her, but the reu truth 
robs me of this belief. 

He. Observe me well; what need hast thou of 
clearer proof? 

Men. Thou art like her; that will I never deny. 

He. Who then shall teach thee, unless it be thine 
own eyes? 

Men. Herein is my dilemma; I have another wife. 

He. To Troy I never went; that was a phantom. 

Men. Pray, who fashions living bodies ? 

He. The air, whence thou hast a wife of heaven’s 
workmanship. 

Men, What god’s handiwork? Strange is the talc 
thou tellest. 

He. Hera made it as a substitute, to keep me from 
Paris. 

Men. How then couldst thou have been here, and 
in Troy, at the same time ? 

He. The name may be in many a placet at once, 
though not the body. 

Men. Unhand me! the sorrows I brought with me 
suffice. 

He. What! wilt leave me, and take that phantom 
bride away ? 

Men. For thy likeness unto Helen, fare thee well. 

He. Ruined! in thee I found my lord only to lose 
thee. 

Men. The greatness of my troubles at Troy con- 
vinces me; thou dost not. 

He. Ah, woe is me! who was ever more unfor- 
tunate than I ? Those whom I love best are leaving 
me, nor shall I ever reach Hellas, my own dear 
native land. 

Messenger {Entering hurriedly) At last I find thee, 
Menelaus, after an anxious search, not till I have 
wandered through the length and breadth of this 
foreign strand; 1 am sent by thy comrades, whom 
thou didst leave behind. 

Men. What news ? surely you arc not being spoiled 
by the barbarians ? 

Mes. A miracle hath happened; my words are too 
weak for the reality. 

Men. Speak; for judging by this haste, thou hast 
stirring news. 

Mes. My message is: thy countless toils have all 
been toiled in vain. 

Men. That is an old tale of woe to mourn! come, 
thy news? 

Mes. Thy wife hath disappeared, soaring away 
into the embracing air; in heaven she now is hidden, 
and as she left the hollowed cave where we were 
guarding her, she hailed us thus, “Ye hapless Phryg* 
ians, and all Achaea’s race! for me upon Scamander’s 
strand by Hera’s arts ye died from day to day, in 
the false belief that Helen was in the hands of Paris. 
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Stu; X, met I have stayed my appointed timci« and 
kept the laws of fate, will now depart unto the dey 
that gave me birth; but the Unhappv daughter of 
Tync»reus, through no fault of hers, hath £>rne an 
evU name without reason.** {Catching sight of helen) 
Daughter of Leda, hail to thee, so thou art here 
after alll I was just announcing thy departure to the 
hidden starry realms, little knowing that thou couldst 
fly at will. I will not a second time let thee flout us 
thus, for thou didst cause thy lord and his comrades 
trouble all for naught in Ilium. 

Men. This is even what she said; her words are 
proved true; O longed-for day, how hath it re- 
stored thee to my armsl 

He. O Menelaus, dearest husband, the time of 
sorrow has been long, but joy is now ours at last. 
Ah, friends, what joy for me to hold my husband in 
a fond embrace after many a weary cycle of yon 
blazing lamp of dayl 

Men. What joy for me to hold my wife! but with 
all the questions I have to ask about the interval 1 
know not with which to begin now. 

He. O rapturel the very hair upon my head starts 
up for joy! my tears run down! Around thy neck I 
fling my arms, dear husband, to hug my joy to me. 

Men. O happy, happy sight 1 I l^ve no fault to 
find; my wife, the daughter of Zeus and Leda, is 
mine again, she whom her brothers on their snow- 
white steeds, whilst torches blazed, made my happy 
bride, but gods removed her from my home. Now 
is the deity guiding us to a new destiny, happier 
than of yore. 

He. Evil into good transformed hath brought us 
twain together at last, dear husband; but late though 
it be, God grant me joy of my good luck! 

Men. God grant thee joy! 1 join thee in the self- 
same prayer; tor of us twain one cannot suffer with- 
out the other. 

He. No more, my friends, I mourn the past; no 
longer now I grieve. My own dear husband is re- 
stored to me, whose coming from Troy I have waited 
many a long year. 

Men. I to thee, and thou to me. And after these 
bng, long Years I have at last discovered the fraud 
of me goddess. But these tears, in gladness shed, are 
tears of thankfulness rather than of sorrow. 

He. What can I say? What mortal heart could 
e’er have had such hoM ? To my bosom I press thee, 
little as 1 ever thought to. 

Men. And I to mine press thee, who all men thought 
faadst gone to Ida’s town and the hapless towers of 
Ilium. 

He. Ah me! ah mel that is a bitter sul^ect to 
begin on. 

Men. Tell me, I adjure thee, how wert thou from 
my home conveyed? 

He. AJas! alas! ’tis a bitter tale thou askest to hear. 

' Men. Speak, for 1 must hear it; all that comes is 
HtaVen^s gift. 

He. I kathe the story 1 am now to introduce. 

Mm. Tell it fi»r ail that. Tb sweet to hear oi 
monfaicpast. 


He. 1 tm*er set fartk to be dm yomm baibatimf 
bride, with oars and vdngs of hmm Im to speed 
me on my way. 

Men. What deity or hit tore thee from thy coun- 
try, then? 

He. Ah, my lord! *twas Hermes, the son of Zeus, 
that brought and placed me by the banks of Nile. 

Men. A miracle! Who sent thee thither? O mon- 
strcHis story! 

He. I wept, and still my eyes are wet with tears. 
Twas the wife of Zeus that ruined me. 

Men. Hera ? wherefore should die afflict us twain ? 

He. Woe is me for my awful fate! Woe for those 

still that beauty, which evoked the fatal verdict! 

Men. Why did Hera visit thee with evil regarding 
this verdict? 

He. To wrm|^.the promise of Cypris— j 

Men. How* now ? &y on. t 

He. From Paris, to whom that goddess pledged 
me. \ 

Men. Woe for thee! \ 

He. And so she brought me hither to Egypt to 
my sorrow. A 

Men. Then she gave him a phantom in thy st^ad, 
as thou tellest me? 

He. And then began those woes of thine, ah 
mother! woe is me! 

Men. What meanest thou? 

He. My mother is no more; my shameful mar- 
riage made her fix the noose about her neck. 

Men. Ah me! is our daughter Hermione yet alive? 

He. Still unwed, and childless still, she moujrns 
my fatal marriage. 

Men. O Paris, who didst utterly o’erthrow my 
home, here was thy ruin too and theirs, those count- 
less mail-clad Danai. 

He. From my country, city, and from thee heaven 
cast me forth unhappy and accursed, because I left 
—and yet not I— home and husband for a union of 
foul shame. 

Ch. If haply ye find happiness in the future, it 
will sufflee when to the past ye look. 

Mes. Menelaus, grant me too a portion of that 
joy which, though mine own eyes see, 1 scarcely 
comprehend. 

Men, Come then, old friend, and share with us 
our talk. 

Mes. Was it not then in her power to decide all 
the trouble in Troy? 

Men. It was not; 1 was tricked by the gods into 
taking to my arms a misty phantom-form, to my 
sorrow. 

Mes. How so? was it then for this we vainly toiled? 

Men. *Twas Hera’s handiwork, and the jealousy 
of three goddesses. 

Mes. Is this real woman, then, thy wife? 

Men. This is she; trust my word for liiat. 

Mes. Daughter, how changeful and inscrutable is 
the nature m Godt With some good end doth he 
vary men’s fortune-^now up, now down; one suf- 
&x$; another who ne’er knew sufleiing,is in his turn 
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lot from day to day. Thou aod tby fausbmd faave doulM. 

bad your slmre of trouble— thou in wfaat the world He. Thy answer shows more wbdom than my 
has saidy he in battlers heat. For all the striving that question. Omit the rest, and tell me only this; how 
he strove, he got him naught; while now, without kmg wert thou a weary wanderer o’er the wide sea’s 
an effort made, every blessing fortune boasts b hb. free? 

And thou, in spite of all, hast brought no shame Men, Seven long years did 1 see come and go, 

upon thy aged sue, or those twin sons of Zeus, n^ besides those ten in Troy. 

art thou guuty of those rumoured crimes. Now again He, Alas, poor sufferer 1 *twas a weary while. And 

do I recau thy wedding rites, remembering the maz^ thou hast thence escaped only to bleed here. 

ing torch I bore beside thee in a four-hor^ chariot Men, How so ? what wilt thou tell ? Ah wife, thou 

at full gallop; while thou with thb thy lord, a new- hast ruined me. 

made bride, wert driving forth from thy happy He, Thou wilt be slain by him whose house thb is. 

home. A sorry servant he, whoso regardeth not nb Men, What have I done to merit such a frte? 

master’s interest, sympathmng with nb sorrows and He, Thou hast arrived unexpectedly to thwart 
hb joys. Slave though I was born, yet may I be my marrbge. 

numbered amongst honest servants; for in heart, Men, What! b some man bent on wedding my 
though not in name, I am free. For thb b better wife? 

fer than in my single person to suffer these two evib. He, Aye, and on heaping those insults on me, 

to fed my heart corrupt, and as the slave of others which I have hitherto endured, 

to be at my neighbour’s beck and call. Men, Is he some private potentate, or a ruler of 

Men, Come, old friend, oft hast thou stood side this land ? 
by side with me and taken thy full share of toil; so He, The son of Proteus, king of the country, 

now be partner in my happiness. Go, tell my com- Men, This was that dark saying I heard the serv- 

rades, whom I left behind, the state of matters here, ant tell. 

as thou hast found them, and the issue of my for- He, At which of the barbarian’s gates wert thou 
tunes; and bid them wait upon the beach and abide standing? 

the result of the struggle, which I trow awaits me; Men, Here, whence like a beggar I was like to be 
and if mayhap we find a way to take this lady from driven. 

the land by stealth, tell them to keep good watch He, Surely thou wert not begging victuab? Ah, 
that we may share the luck and escape, if possible, woe b me! 

from the barbarian’s clutch. Men, That was what I was doing, though I had 

Mes, It shall be done, O king. Now I see how not the name of beggar, 
worthless arc the seers’ tricks, how full of falsehood; He, Of course thou knowest, then, all about my 
nor is there after all aught trustworthy in the blaze marriage. 

of sacrifice or in the cry of feathered fowls ;’tis folly. Men, I do. But whether thou hast escaped thy 
the very notion that birds can help mankind. Cal- lover, I know not. 

chas never by word or sign showed the host the He, Be well assured I have kept my body chaste, 

truth, when he saw his friends dying on behalf of a Men, How wilt thou convince me of thb ? If true, 

phantom, nor yet did Helenus; but the city was thy words are sweet. 

stormed in vain. Perhaps thou wilt say, ’twas not He, Dost sec the wretched station I have kept at 
heaven’s will that they should do so. Then why do thb tomb? 

we employ these prophets? Better were it to sacri- Men, I sec, alas! a bed of straw; but what hast 
ficc to the gods, and crave a blessing, leaving proph- thou to do with it ? 

ccy alone; for this was but devised as a bait to catch He, There I crave escape from thb marriage as a 
a uveliho^, and no man grows rich by divination suppliant. ^ ^ 

if he is idle. No! sound judgment and discernment Men, For want of an altar, or because it is the 

are the b«t of seers. Eri/ messenger, barbarians’ way? 

Ch, My views about seers coincide exactly with He, Thb was as good a protection to me as the 
this old man’s: whoso hath the gods upon hb side gods’ temples. , , i j 

will have the best seer in hb house. Men, May I not then even bear thee homeward 

He. Good! so far all is well. But how earnest thou, on my ship? 
poor husband, safe from Troy? though ’tis no gain He. The ^ord fer sooner than thy wife s em- 

to know, yet friends feel a longing to learn all that brace b waiting thee. 

their friends have suffered. Men, So should I be of all men the most miseable. 

Men, That one short sentence of thine conteins He, Put shame aside, and fly from thb land, 
a host of questions. Why should I tell thee of our Men, Leaving thee behind? ’twas for thy sake I 
lossesin the /Egcan, or of the beacon Naupliuslighted sacked Troy. , . . , 

on Euboea ? or of my vbits to Crete and the cities of He, Better so, than that our union should cause 

Libya, or of the peaks of Perseus? For I should thy death. , r 

never satisfy thee with the tale, and by telling Men, Ohi ibcse are coward wmxb, isnwor% of 
thee shcHiild add to my own pain, though I sufferea those dajrs at Troyl 
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He. Thou canst not slay the prince, thy possible 
intention. 

Men. Hath he, then, a body which steel cannot 
wound.? 

He. Thou slialt hear. But to attempt impossibili- 
ties is no mark of wisdom. 

Men. Am I to let them bind my hands, and say 
nothing P 

He. Thou art in a dilemma; some scheme must be 
devised. 

Men. I had liefer die in action than sitting still. 

He. There is one hope, and only one, of our safety. 

Men. Will gold, or daring deeds, or winning words 
procure it? 

He.'We are safe if the prince learn not of thy com- 
ing. 

Men. Will any one tell him it is I ? He certainly 
will not know who I am. 

He. He hath within his palace an ally equal to the 
gods. 

Men. Some voice divine within the secret cham- 
bers of his house? 

He. No; his sister; Theonoe men call her. 

Men. Her name hath a prophetic sound; tell me 
what she doth. 

He. She knoweth everything, and she will tell her 
brother thou art come. 

Men. Then must we die; for I cannot escape her 
ken. 

He. Perchance we might by suppliant prayers 
win her over. 

Men. To what end ? To what vain hope art thou 
leading me? 

He. That she should not tell her brother thou art 
hfere. 

Men. Suppose we persuade her, can we get away ? 

He. Easily, if she connive thereat; without her 
knowledge, no. 

Men. Be that thy task; women deal best with 
women. 

He. I will not hiil, be sure, to clasp her knees. 

Men. Come, then; only, suppose she reject our 
proposals? 

He. Thou wilt be slain, and I, alasl wedded by 
force. 

Men. Thou wilt betray me; that “force” of thine 
is all an excuse. 

He. Nay, by thy life 1 swear a sacred oath. 

Men. What meanest thou ? dost swear to die and 
never to another husband yield ? 

He. Yes, by the self-same sword; I will fall by thy 
side. 

Men. On these conditions touch my right hand. 

He. 1 do so, swearing 1 will quit the light of day 
if thou art slain. 

Men. I, too, will end my life if I lose thee. 

He. How shall we die so as to insure our reputa- 
tion for this? 

Men. 1 will slay thee and then myself upon the 
summit of the tomb. But first will I in doughty 
fi^ht contest another’s claim to thee; and let who 
will draw nighl for I will not sully the lustre of my 


Trojan fame, nor will I, on my return to Hellas, in- 
cur a storm of taunts, as one who rdbbed Thetis of 
Achilles; saw Aias, son of Telamon, fall a weltering 
corpse; and the son of Nclcus of his child bereft; 
shall I then flinch myself from death for my own 
wife? No, no I For if the gods are wise, o’er a brave 
man by his foes laid low they lightly sprinkle the 
earth that is his tomb, while cowards they cast forth 
on barren rocky soil. 

Ch. Grant, heaven, that the race of Tantalus may 
at last be blest, and pass from sorrow unto joy! 

He. Ah, woe is me! Yea, all my lot is woe; O 
Menclaus, we are utterly undone! Behold ! from forth 
the house comes Theonoe, the prophetess. The pal- 
ace echoes as the bolts are unfastened; fly! yet what 
use to fly ? For whether absent or present she knows 
of thy arrival here. Ah me! how lost am I! Saved 
from Troy and from a barbarian land, thgu hast 
come only to Ml a prey to barbarian sword^. 

Enter theonoe with hanumaids. 

Theonoe. Lead on, bearing before me blazing 
brands, and, as sacred rites ordain, purge with in- 
cense every cranny of the air, that I may bieathe 
heaven’s breath free from taint; meanwhile do thou, 
in case the tread of unclean feet have soileJ^ the 
path, wave the cleansing flame above it, and bran- 
dish the torch in front, that I may pass upon my 
way. And when to heaven ye have paid the customs 
I exact, bear back into the house the brand from off 
the hearth. What of my prophecy, Helen? how 
stands it now ? Thou hast seen thy husband Mene- 
laus arrive without disguise, reft of his ships, and of 
thy counterfeit. Ah, hapless man! what troubles hast 
thou escaped, and art come hither, and yet knovjrest 
not whether thou art to return or to abide here; for 
there is strife in heaven, and Zeus this very day will 
sit in solemn conclave on thee. Hera, who erst was 
thy bitter foe, is now grown kind, and is willing to 
bring thee and thy wife safe home, that Hellas may 
learn that the marriage of Paris was all a sham, as- 
signed to him by Cypris; but Cypris fain would mar 
thy homeward course, that she may not be con- 
victed, or proved to have bought the palm of beauty 
at the price of Helen in a futile marriage. Now the 
decision rests with me, whether to ruin thee, as 
Cypris wishes, by telling my brother of thy pres- 
ence here, or to save thy life by taking Hera’s side, 
keeping my brother in the dark, for his orders are 
that I should tell him, whensoe’er thou shouldst 
reach these shores. Ho! one of you, go show my 
brother this man is here, that I may secure my po- 
sition. ~ 

He. Maiden, at thy knees I fall a suppliant, and 
seat myself in this sad posture on behalf of myself 
and him, whom 1 am in danger of seeing slain, after 
I have so hardly found him. Oh! tell not thy brother 
that my husband is returned to these loving arms; 
save us, I beseech thee; never for thy brother’s sake 
sacrifice thy character for uprightness, by evil and 
unjust means bidding for his favour. For the deity 
hates violence, and biddeth all men get lawful gains 
without plundering others. Wealth unjustly gotten, 
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though it bring some power, is to be eschewed. The tomb of stone reposmg, pay\ back thy trust! I aric 
breaui of heaven and the earth are man’s common of thee my wife whom Zeus sent hitner unto thee 

heritage, wherein to store his home, without taking to keep for me. I know thou canst never restore her 

the goods of others, or wresting them away by force, to me thyself, for thou art dead ; but this thy daugh- 

Me did Hermes at a critical time, to my sorrow, ter will never allow her father once so glorious, 

intrust to thy father’s safe keeping for this my lord, whom I invoke in his grave, to bear a tarnished 

who now is here and wishes to reclaim me. But name; for the decision rests with her now. Thee, 

how can he recover me if he be slain ? How could too, great god of death, I call to my assistance, who 

thy sire restore the living to the dead? Oh! con- hast received full many a corpse, slain by me for 

sider ere that the will of heaven and thy father’s too; Helen, and art keeping thy wage; either restore 

would the deity or would thy dead sire restore their those dead now to life again, or compel the daugh- 

neighbour’s goods, or would they forbear ? restore ter to show herself a worthy equal of her virtuous 

them, I feel sure. It is not, therefore, right that thou sire, and give me back my wife. But if ye will rob 

shouldst attach more importance to thy wanton me of her, I will tell you that which she omitted in 

brother than to thy righteous father. Yet if thou, her speech. Know then, maiden, I by an oath am 

prophetess as thou art and believer in divine provi- bound, first, to meet thy brother sword to sword, 
dence, shalt pervert the just intention of thy father when he or I must die; there is no alternative. But 

and gratify thy unrighteous brother, ’tis shameful if he refuse to meet me fairly front to front, and 

thou shouldst have full knowledge of the heavenly seek by famine to chase away us suppliants twain 

will, both what is and what is not, and yet be ig- at this tomb, I am resolved to slay Helen, and then 

norant of justice. Oh! save my wretched life from to plunge this two-edged sword through my own 

the troubles which beset it, granting this as an ac- heart, upon the top of the sepulchre, that our stream- 
cession to our good fortune; for every living soul ing bloc^ may trickle down the tomb; and our two 

loathes Helen, seeing that there is gone a rumour corpses will be lying side by side upon this polished 

throughout Hellas that I was false unto my lord, slab, a source of deathless grief to thee, and to thy 

and took up my abode in Phrygia’s sumptuous halk. sire reproach. Never shall thy brother wed Helen, 

Now, if I come to Hellas, and set foot once more in nor shall any other; I will bear her hence myself, if 

Sparta, they will hear and see how they were ruined not to my house, at any rate to death. And why this 

by the wiles of goddesses, while I was no traitress to stern resolve ? Were I to resort to women’s ways and 

my friends after all; and so will they restore to me weep, I should be a pitiful creature, not a man of 

my virtuous name again, and 1 shall give my daugh- action. Slay me, if it seems thee good; I will not die 

ter in marriage, whom no man now will wed; and, ingloriously; but better yield to what I say, that 
leaving this vagrant life in Egypt, shall enjoy the thou mayst act with justice, and I recover my wife, 

treasures in my home. Had Menclaus met his doom CA, On thee, maiden, it rests to judge between 

at some funeral pyre,^ with tears should I be cher- these arguments. Decide in such a way as to please 

ishing his memory in a far-off land, but must I lose one and all. 

him now when he is alive and safe? Ah! maiden, I Theon. My nature and my inclination lean to- 
beseech thee, say not so; grant me this boon, I pray, wards piety; myself, too, I respect, and I will never 

and reflect thy father’s justice; for this is the fairest sully my Other’s fair name, or gratify my brother 

ornament of children, when the child of a virtuous at the cost of bringing myself into open discredit, 

sire resembles its parents in character. For justice hath her temple firmly founded in my 

Ch. Piteous thy pleading, and a piteous object nature, and since 1 have this heritage from Nercus 

thou! But 1 fain would hear what Menelaus will say I will strive to save Menelaus; wherefore, seeing it 

to save his life. is Hera’s will to stand thy friend, I will give my vote 

Men, I will not deign to throw myself at thy with her. May Cypris be favourable to me! though 

knees, or wet mine eyes with tears; for were I to in me she hath no part, and I will try to remain a 

play the coward, I should most foully blur my Tro- maid alway. As for thy reproaches against my father 

jan fame. And yet men say it shows a noble soul to at this tomb; lo! I have the same words to utter; I 

let the tear-drop fall in misfortune. But that will should be wronging thee, did I not restore thy wife; 
not be the honourable course that 1 will choose in for my sire, were he living, would have given her 

preference to bravery, if what I shall say is hon- back into thy keeping, and thee to her. Yea, for 

ourable. Art thou disposed to save a stranger seek- there is recompense for these thinp as well amongst 

ing in mere justice to recover his wife, why then the dead as amongst all those who breathe the breath 

restore her and save us to boot; if not, this will not of life. The soul indeed of the dead lives no more, 

be the first by many a time that I have suffered, yet hath it a consciousness that lasts for ever, eter- 

though thou wilt get an evil name. All that I deem nal as the ether into which it takes the final plunge, 

worthy of me and honest, all that will touch thy Briefly then to end the matter, I will observe strict 

heart most nearly, will I utter at the tomb of thy silence on all that ye prayed I should, and never 

sire with regret for his loss. Old king beneath this with my counsel will 1 aid my brother’s wanton 

will. For 1 am doing him good service, though he 
^Slain as a prisoner of war to grace some hero’s funeral little thinks it, if 1 turn him from his godless ufe to 
obsequies. holiness. Wherefore devise yourselves some way of 
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escape; my ii^pf are jeded; I ^ not am your patk 
First with the |ddcles8es beg^n, and o£ the one-^aud 
that one €ypn$-*-a:ave permission to return unto 
thy eountry; and of Hera, that her goodwill may 
ahide in the same quarter, even her scheme to save 
thee and thy husband. And thou, my own dead sire, 
dialt never, in so £sr as rests with me, lose thy holy 
name to rank with evil-doers. Exit theonob* 

C6. No man ever prospered by unjust practices, 
but in a righteous cause there is hope of safety. 

He. Menelaus, on the maiden’s side are we quite 
safe. Thou must from that point start, and by con- 
tributing thy advice, devise with me a scheme to 
save ourselves. 

Men. Hearken then; thou hast been a long while 
in the palace, and art intimate with the king’s at- 
tendants. 

He. What dost thou mean thereby? for thou art 
suggesting hopes, as if resolved on some plan for our 
mutual help. 

Men. Couldst thou persuade one of those who 
have charge of cars and steeds to furnish us with a 
chariot? 

He. 1 might; but what escape is there for us who 
know ttothmg of the country and the barbarian’s 
kingdom? 

Men. True; a dilemma. Well, supposing I conceal 
myself in the palace and slay the king with this two- 
edged sword ? 

He, His sister would never refrain from telling her 
brother that thou wert meditating his death. 

Men. We have not so much as a ship to make our 
escape in; for the sea hath swallowed the one we 
had. 

He. Hear me, if haply even a woman can utter 
words of wisdom. Dost thou consent to be dead in 
word, though not really so? 

Men, Tis a bad omen; still, if by saying so I 
shall gain aught, 1 am ready to be dead in word, 
though not in deed. 

He, 1, too, will mourn thee with hair cut short 
and dirges, as is women’s way, before this impious 
wretch. 

Men. What saving remedy doth this afford us 
twain ? There is a flavour of deception in thy scheme. 

He. 1 will beg the king of this country leave to 
bury thee in a cenotaph, as if thou hadst really died 
at sea. 

Men. Suppose he grant it; how, e’en then, are we 
to escape without a ship, after having committed 
me to my empty tombr 

He. I will bud him give me a vessel, from which to 
let drop into the sea’s embrace thy funeral offerings. 

Men, A clever plan in truth, save in one particu- 
lar; suppose he bid thee rear the tomb upon the 
str^, thy pretext comes to naught. 

He, But I shall say it is not the custom in Hellas 
to bury those who die at sea upon the shore. 

Men., Thou removest this obstacle too; I then 
wml sail with thee and help stow the funerd garni- 
ture m ihe same ship. 

Above all, it is necessary that thou and all thy 


saflors who escaped from the wreck diould be .at 
hand. 

Men. Be sure if once 1 find a ship at her moorings, 
they shall be there man for man, each with hisswora. 

He. Thou must direct everything; only let there 
be winds to waft our sails and a goM ship to speed 
before them! 

Men. So shall it be; for the deities will cause my 
troubles to cease. But from whom wilt thou say 
thou hadst tidings of my death? 

He. From thee; declare thyself the one and only 
survivor, telling how thou wert sailing with the son 
of Atreus, and didst see him perish. 

Men. Of a truth the garments I have thrown 
about me, will bear out my tale that they were rags 
collected from the wreckage. 

He. They come in most opportunely, but they 
were near being lost just at the wrong time. Maybe 
that misfortui\e ^will turn to fortune. / 

Men. Am 1 to enter the palace with thee, pr are 
we to sit here at the tomb quietly? 

He. Abide here; for if the king attempts tb do 
thee any mischief, this tomb and thy good sword 
will protect thee. But I will go within and cufi off 
my hair, and exchange my white robe for sable 
weeds, and rend my cheek with this hand’s bio 
thirsty nail. For ’tis a mighty struggle, and I see 
two possible issues; either 1 must die if detected in 
my plot, or else to my country shall I come and save 
thy soul alive. O Hera! awful queen, who sharest 
the couch of Zeus, grant some respite from their 
toil to two unhappy wretches; to thee I pray, toss- 
ing my arms upward to heaven, where thou hast 
thy home in the star-spangled firmament. Thop, 
too, that didst win the prize of beauty at the price bf 
my marriage; O Cypris! daughter of Dione, destroy 
me not utterly. Thou hast injured me enough afore- 
time, delivering up my name, though not my per- 
son, to live amongst barbarians. Oh! suffer me to 
die, if death is thy desire, in my native land. Why 
art thou so insatiate in mischief, employing every 
art of love, of fraud, and guileful schemes, and spem 
that bring bloodshed on families? Wert thou but 
moderate, only that!— in all else thou art by nature 
man’s most wucome deity; and 1 have reason to say 
so. Exit HELEN. 

Ch, Thee let me invoke, tearful Philomel, lurking 
’neath the leafy covert in thy place of song, most 
tuneful of all fiathered songsters, oh! come to aid 
me in my dirge, trilling through thy tawny throat, 
as I sing the piteous woes of Helen, and the tearful 
fate of Trojan dames made subject to Achaea’s spear, 
on the day that there came to their plains one who 
sped with foreign oar across the dashing billows, 
bringing to Priam’s race from Lacedaemon thee his 
hapless bride, O Helen— even Paris, luckless bride- 
groom, by the guidance of Aphrodite. And many 
an Achaean hath breathed his last amid the spear- 
men’s thrusts and hurtling hail of stones, and gone 
to his sad end ; for these their wives cut off thdr%»br 
in sorrow, and their houses are left without a bride; 
and one the Achaeans, that had but a single ship^ 
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did fight ft hiaziiig heacoo m £ubcea» and that iiame*-l am uodone; my. hide is gmie; I emse 

destroy full many of them« wrecking them on the to be. ^ 

rocks of Caphftreus and the diores that front the Theoe, In what misfortune art thou plunged? 
/Egean main, by the treacherous gleam he kindled; What hath happened? 

when thou, O Menelaus, from the very day of He» Menelaus, ah met how can I say it? is dead, 

thy start, didst drift to harbourless hilb, frr from my husband. 

thy countiy before the breath of the storm, bearing ' Theoe, I show no exultation in this news, yet am 

on thy ship a prize that was no prize, but a phan- I blest herein. 

tom made by Hera out of cloud for the Danai to He. * ♦ ♦ • 

Struggle over. What mortal claims, by searching to Theac. How knowest thou ? Did Theonoe tell thee 

the utmost limit, to have found out the nature of this? 

God, or of his opposite, or of that which comes be* He. Both she, and one who was there when he 

tween, seeing as he doth this world of man tossed to perished. 

and fro by waves of contradiction and strange vicis* Theoc. Whatl hath one arrived who actually an* 
situdes? Thou, Helen, art the daughter of Zeus; for nounces this (oi certain ? 
thy sire was the bird that nestled in Leda’s bosom; He.Onehath;ohmayhecomee*enasIwishhimtol 

and yet for all that art thou become a by* word for Theoc. Who and where is he? t^t 1 may learn 

wickedness, through the length and breadth of this more surely. 

Hellas, as faithless, treacherous wife and godless He. There he is, sitting crouched beneath the 
woman; nor can 1 tell what certainty is, whatever shelter of this tomb. 

may pass for it amongst men. That which gods pro- Theoc. Great Apollo! what a bundle of unsightly 
nounce have 1 found true. O fools! all ye who try to rags! 

win the meed of valour through war and serried He. Ah me! methinks my own husband too is in 
ranks of chivalry, seeking thus to. still this mortal like plight. 

coil, in senselessness; for if bloody contests are to Theoc. Prom what country is this fellow? whence 
decide, there will never be any lack of strife in the landed he here? 

towns of men; the maidens of the land of Priam left He. From Hellas, one of the Achaeans who sailed 
their bridal bowers, though arbitration might have with my husband. 

put thy quarrel right, O Helen. And now Troy’s Theoc. What kind of death doth he declare that 
sons are in Hades* keeping in the world below, and Menelaus died ? 

fire hath darted on her walls, as darts the flame of He. The most piteous of all; amid the watery 
2^us, and thou art bringing woe on woe to hapless waves at sea. ) 

sufferers in their misery. Theoc. On what part of the savage ocean was he 

Enter theoclymez^s. sailing ? 

Theoclymenus. All hail, my father’s tomb! 1 buried He. Cast up on the harbourless rocks of Libya, 

thee, Proteus, at the place where men pass out, that Theoc. How was it this man did not perish if he 

I might often greet thee; and so, ever as I go out and was with him aboard ? 

in, I, thy son Theoclymenus, call on thee, father. He. There are times when churb have more luck 
Ho! servants, to the palace take my hounds and than their betters. 

hunting nets! How often have I blamed myself for Theoc. Where left he the wreck, on coming hither ? 

never punishing those miscreants with death! I have He. There, where perdition catch it, but not 

just heard that a son of Hellas has come openly to Menelaus! 

my land, escaping the notice of the guard, a spy He is lost; but on what vessel came this man? 

maybe or a woulo-be thief of Helen; death shall be He. According to his story sailors fell in with him 
hb lot if only 1 can catch him. Ha! 1 find all my and picked him up. 

plans apparently frustrated; the daughter of Tyn* Theoc. Where then b that mischievous thing that 

dareus has deserted her seat at the tomb and sailed was sent to Troy in thy stead? 

away from my shores. Ho! there, undo the bars, He. Dost mean the phantom-form of doud? It 

loose the horses from their stalls, bring forth my hath passed into the air. 

chariot, servants, that the wife, on whom my heart Theoc. O Prbm, and thou land of Troy, how 

is set, may not get away from these shores unseen, fruitless thy ruin! 

for want of any trouble I can take. {Enter Helen) He. I too have shared with Priam’s race theb 

Yet stay; &>r 1 see the object of my pursuit is stiU mbfortunes. 

in the palace, and has not ned. How now, lady, why Theoc. Did thb fellow leave thy husband unbur* 

hast thou arrayed thee in sable weeds instead m ted, or consign him to the grave? 
white raiment, and from thy fair head hast shorn He. Unburied; woe b me for my sad lot! 

thy tresses with the sted, bedewing thy cheeks the Theoc. Wherefore hast thou diorn the tresses of 

while with tears but latdy shed? Is it in response thy goldra hair? 

to vidons of the night that thou art mourning, or. He. Hb memory lingers fondly in thb hearty 
becausethouhast heard some warning voice within, whate’er his fate. 

art thus distraught with grief? Theoc. Are thy tears in genuine sorrow lor thb 

He. My lord-*-for already 1 have learnt to say calamity? 
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He, An easy task no doubt to escape thy sister’s 
detection f 

Theoc, No, surely; impossible. Wilt thou still make 
this tomb thy abode P 

He. Why jeer at me? canst thou not let the dead 
man be? 

Theoc. No, thy loyalty to thy husband’s memory 
makes thee flv from me. 

He. I will do so no more; prepare at once for my 
marriage. 

Theoc. Thou hast been long in bringing thyself to 
it; still I do commend thee now. 

He. Dost know thy part ? Let us forget the past. 

Theoc. On what terms ? One good turn deserves 
another. 

He. Let us make peace; be reconciled to me. 

Theoc. I relinquish my quarrel with thee; let it 
take wings and ily away. 

He. Then by thy knees, since thou art my friend 
indeed— 

Theoc. What art so bent on winning, that to me 
thou strctchest out a suppliant hand ? 

He. My dead husband would I fain bury. 

Theoc. What tomb can be bestowed on lost bodies ? 
Wilt thou bury a shade ? 

He. In Hellas we have a custom, whene’er one is 
drowned at sea— 

Theoc. What is your custom ? The race of Pelops 
truly hath some skill in matters such as this. 

He. To hold a burial with woven robes that wrap 
no corpse. 

Theoc. Perform the ceremony; rear the tomb 
where’er thou wilt. 

He. ’Tis not thus we give drowned sailors burial. 

Theoc. How then ? I know nothing of your cus- 
toms in Hellas. 

He. We unmoor, and carry out to sea all that is 
the dead man’s due. 

Theoc. What am I to give thee then for thy dead 
husband ? 

He. Myself I cannot say; I had no such experience 
in my previous happy life. 

Theoc. Stranger, thou art the bearer of tidings I 
welcome. 

Men. Well, I do not, nor yet doth the dead 
man. 

Theoc. How do ye bury those who have been 
drowned at sea? 

Men. Each according to his means. 

Theoc. As fair as wealth goes, name thy wishes for 
this lady’s sake. 

Men. There must be a blood-offering first to the 
dead. 

Theoc. Blood of what ? Do thou show me and I 
will comply. 

Men, Decide that thyself; whate’er thou givest 
will su^ce. 

Theoc. Amongst barbarians ’tis customary to sac- 
rifice a horse or bull. 

Men. If thou givest at all, let there be nothing 
mean in thy gift. 

Theoc. I have no lack of such in my rich herds. 
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Men. Next an empty bier is decked and carried 
in procession. 

Theoc. It shall be $0; what else is it customary to 
add? 

Men. Bronze arms; for war was his delight. 

Theoc. These will be worthy of the race of Pelops, 
and these will we give. 

Men. And with them all the fair increase of pro- 
ductive earth. 

Theoc. And next, how do ye pour these offerings 
into the billows? 

Men. There must be a ship ready and rowers. 

Theoc. How far from the shore does the ship put 
out? 

Men. So far that the foam in her wake can scarce 
be seen from the strand. 

Theoc. Why so? wherefore doth Hellas observe 
this custom ? 

Men. That thq hillow may not cast up agaih our 
expiatory offerings. j 

Theoc. Phoenician rowers will soon cover thi dis- 
tance. \ 

Men. ’Twill be well done, and gratifying to Men- 
elaus, too. \ 

Theoc. Canst thou not perform these rites ^ell 
enough without Helen? \ 

Men. This task belongs to mother, wife, or chil- 
dren. 

Theoc. ’Tis her task then, according to thee, to 
bury her husband. 

Men. To be sure; piety demands that the dead 
be not robbed of their due. 

Theoc. Well, let her go; ’tis my interest to foster 
piety in a wife. And thou, enter the house and 
choose adornment for the dead. Thyself, too, will I 
not send empty-handed away, since thou hast done 
her a service. And for the good news thou hast 
brought me, thou shalt receive raiment instead of 
going bare, and food, too, that thou mayst reach 
thy country; for as it is, I sec thou art in sorry plight. 
As for thee, poor lady, waste not thyself in a hope- 
less case; Menelaus has met his doom, and thy dead 
husband cannot come to life. 

Men. This then is thy duty, fair young wife; be 
content with thy present husband, and forget him 
who has no existence; for this is thy best course in 
face of what is happening. And if ever I come to 
Hellas and secure my safety, I will clear thee of thy 
former ill-repute, if thou prove a dutiful wife to thy 
true husband. 

He. I will; never shall my husband have cause to 
blame me; thou shalt thyself attend us and be wit- 
ness thereto. Now go within, poor wanderer, and 
seek the bath, and change thy raiment. I will show 
my kindness to thee, and that without delay. For 
thou wilt perform all service due with kiiidlicr feel- 
ing for my dear lord Menelaus, if at my hands thou 
meet with thy deserts. 

Exeunt theoclymenus, helen, menelaus. 

Ch. Through wooded glen, o’er torrent’s flood, 
and ocean’s booming waves rushed the mountain- 
goddess, mother of ue gods, in frantic haste, once 
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long ago, yearning for her daughter lost, whose name 
men dare not utter; loudly rattled the Bacchic cas- 
tanets in shrill accord, what time those maidens, 
swift as whirlwinds, sped forth with the goddess on 
her chariot yoked to wild creatures, in quest of her 
that was ravished from the circling choir of virgins; 
here was Artemis with her bow, and there the grim- 
eyed goddess, sheathed in mail, and spear in hand. . . . 
But Zeus looked down from his throne in heaven, 
and turned the issue otherwhither.Soon as the mother 
ceased from her wild wandering toil, in seeking her 
daughter stolen so subtly as to bafHe all pursuit, she 
crossed the snow-capped heights of Ida’s nymphs; 
and in anguish cast her down amongst the rocks and 
brush wool deep in snow; and, denying to man all 
increase to his tillage from those barren fields, she 
wasted the human race; nor would she let the leafy 
tendrils yield luxuriant fodder for the cattle, where- 
fore many a beast lay dying; no sacrifice was offered 
to the gods, and on the altars were no cakes to burn; 
yea, and she made the dew-fed founts of crystal 
water to cease their flow, in her insatiate sorrow for 
her child. But when for gods and tribes of men alike 
she made an end to festal cheer, Zeus spoke out, 
seeking to sooth the mother’s moody soul, “Ye 
stately Graces, go banish from Demeter’s angry 
heart the grief her wanderings bring upon her for 
her child, and go, ye Muses too, with tuneful choir.” 
Thereon did Cypris, fairest of the blessed gods, first 
catch up the crashing cymbals, native to that land, 
and the drum with tight-stretched skin, and then 
Demcter smiled, and in her hand did take the deep- 
toned flute, well pleased with its loud note. 

Thou hast wedded as thou never shouldst have done 
in defiance of all right, and thou hast incurred, my 
daughter, the wrath of the great mother by disre- 
garding her sacrifices. Oh! mighty is the virtue in a 
dress of dappled fawn-skin, in ivy green that twineth 
round a sacred thyrsus, in whirling tambourines 
struck as they revolve in air, in tresses wildly stream- 
ing for the revelry of Bromius, and likewise in the 
sleepless vigils of the goddess, when the moon looks 
down and sheds her radiance o’er the scene. Thou 
wert confident in thy charms alone. 

Enter helen. 

He, My friends, within the palace all goes well 
for us; for the daughter of Proteus, who is privy to 
our stealthy scheme, told her brother nothing when 
questioned as to my husband’s coming, but for my 
sake declared him dead and buried. Most fortunate 
it is my lord hath had the luck to get these weapons; 
for he is now himself clad in the harness he was to 
plunge into the sea, his stalwart arm thrust through 
the buckler’s strap, and in his right hand a spear, on 
pretence of joining in homage to the dead. He hath 
girded himself most serviceably for the fray, as if to 
triumph o’er a host of barbarian foes when once we 
are aboard yon oarbd ship; instead of his rags from 
the wreck hath he donned the robes I gave for his 
attire, and I have bathed his limbs in water from 
the stream, a bath he long hath wanted. But 1 must 
be silent, for from the house comes forth the man 


who thinks he has me in his power, prepared to be 
his bride; and thy goodwill I also claim and thy 
strict silence, if haply, when we save ourselves, we 
may save thee too some day. 

Enter theoglymenus and menblaos. 

Theoc, Advance in order, servants, as the stranger 
hath directed, bearing the funeral gifts the sea de- 
mands. But thou, Helen, if thou wilt not miscon- 
strue my words, be persuaded and here abide; for 
thou wilt do thy husband equal service whether, 
thou art present or not. For I am afraid that some 
sudden shock of fond regret may prompt thee to 
plunge into the swollen tide, in an ecstasy of grati- 
tude toward thy former husband; for thy grief for 
him, though he is lost, is running to excess. 

He, O my new lord, needs must I honour him 
with whom I first shared married joys; for I could 
even die with my husband, so well I loved him; yet 
how could he thank me, were I to share death’s 
doom with him ? Still, let me go and pay his funeral 
rites unto the dead in person. The gods grant thee 
the boon I wish and this stranger too, for the assist- 
ance he is lending here! And thou shalt find in me 
a wife fit to share thy house, since thou art render- 
ing kindness to Menelaus and to me; for surely these 
events are to some good fortune tending. But now 
appoint someone to give us a ship wherein to con- 
vey these gifts, that I may find thy kindness made 
complete. 

Theoc, {To an attendant) Go thou, and furnish 
them with a Sidonian galley of fifty oars and rowers 
also. 

He, Shall not he command the ship who is order- 
ing the funeral? 

Theoc, Most certainly; my sailors are to obey 
him. 

He. Repeat the order, that they may clearly un- 
derstand thee. 

Theoc. I repeat it, and will do so yet again if that 
is thy pleasure. 

He. Good luck to thee and to me in my designs! 

Theoc. Oh! waste not thy fair complexion with 
excessive weeping. 

He. This day shall show my gratitude to thee. 

Theoc, The state of the dead is nothingness; to 
toil for them is vain. 

He. In what I say, this world, as well as that, hath 
share. 

Theoc. Thou shalt not find in me a husband at all 
inferior to Menelaus. 

He, With thee have I no fault to find; good luck 
is all I need. 

Theoc, That rests with thyself, if thou show thy- 
self a loving wife to me. 

He, This is not a lesson I shall have to learn now, 
to love my friends. 

Theoc. Is it thy wish that I should escort thee in 
person with active aid ? 

He, God forbid! become not thy servant’s serv- 
ant, O king! 

Theoc. Up and away! I am not concerned with 
customs which the race of Pelops holds. My house 
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k pure* for dkl not die httt; go some one 

190^ end bid my vassal duefs bring marriage^iffer 
to my palace; for the whole earth must re-echo 
in glad accord the hymn of my wedding with Helen, 
to make men envious. Go, stranger, and pour into 
the m*s embrace these offerings to Helen's former 
lord) and then speed back again with my bride, that 
after sharing with me her marriage-feast thou mayst 
set out for home, or here abide in happiness. 

Exit THBOCLYMENUS. 

Men. O Zeus, who art called the father of ail and 
god of wisdom, look down on us and change our woe 
to )oyl Lend us thy ready help, as we seek to drag 
our fortunes up the rugged hill; if with but thy 
finger-tip thou touch us, we shall reach our longed- 
for goal. Sufficient are the troubles we ere this have 
und^gone. Full oft have 1 invoked you gods to hear 
my joys and sorrows; I do not deserve to be for ever 
unhappy, but to advance and prosper. Grant me 
but this one boon, and so will ye crown my future 
with blessing. Exeunt menelaus and helen. 

Ch. Hail! thou swift Phoenician ship of Sidon! 
dear to the rowers, mother to the foam, leader of 
&ir dolphins’ gambols, what time the deep is hushed 
and still, and Ocean’s azure child, the queen of calm, 
takes up her parable and says: “Away! and spread 
your canvas to the ocean-breeze. Ho! sailors, ho! 
come grip your oars of pine, speeding Helen on her 
way to the sheltered beach where Perseus dwelt of 
yore.”* It may be thou wilt find the daughters* of 
Leucippus beside the brimming river* or before the 
temple of Pallas, when at last with dance and revel- 
ry thou joinest in the merry midnight festival of 
Hyacinthus, him whom Phoebus slew in the lists by 
a quoit hurled o’er the mark; wherefore did the son 
of Zeus ordain that Laconia’s land should set apart 
that day for sacrifice; there too shalt thou find the 
tender maid,* whom ye left in your house, for as yet 
no nuptial torch has shed its light for her. 

Oh I for wings to cleave the air in the track of 
Libyan cranes, whose serried ranks leave far behind 
the wintry storm at the shrill summons of some veter- 
an leader, who raises his exultant cry as he wines his 
way o’er plains that know no rain and yet bear fruit- 
ful increase. Ye feathered birds with necks out- 
stretched, comrades of the racing clouds, on! on! 
till ye reach the Pleiads in their central station and 
Orion, lord of the night; and as ye settle on Euro- 
tas’ banks proclaim the glad tidings that Menelaus 
hath sacked the city of Dardanus, and will soon be 
home* Ye sons of Tyndareus at length appear, speed- 
ing in your chariot through the sky, denizens of 
heaven’s courts beneath the radiant whirling stars, 
guide this lady Helen safely o’er the azure main, 
across the foam-flecked billows of the deep-blue sea, 
sending the mariners a fiivouring gale from Zeus; 

, H.e. to Mycen«, said to have been fimnded by Perseus. 

^Ihe daughters of Leucippus were priestesses of Athena 
aad Artemis. 

the Euxotas in Sparta, and the temple of the 
*Sia»en House.” 

HermiciDe. 
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and bom your mm aoatch the tB^^efmte of wecU 
ding mth a barbarian, even the punishmoit be« 
queathed to her from that strife on Ida’s mount, 
albeit she never went to the land of Ilium, to the 
battlements of Phoebus. 

Enter thboclymenus and mbssbnobiu 
Messenger. O king, at last have I found thee in the 
palace; for new tidings of woe art thou soon to hear 
trom me. 

Theoc. How now? 

Mes. Make haste to woo a new wife; for Helen 
hath escaped. 

Theoc. Borne aloft on soaring wings, or treading 
still the earth ? 

Mes. Menelaus has succeeded in bearing her hence; 
*twas he that brought the news of his own death. 

Theoc. O monstrous story! what ship conveyed 
her from these shores? Thy tale is past belief. 

Mes. The very ship thou didst thyself givjb 
stranger; and that thou mayest briefly know s 
is gone, taking thy sailors with him. 

Theoc. How was it? I long to know, for 1 1 
gave it a thought that a single arm could maste 
those sailors with whom thou wert despa tched.\ 
Mes. Soon as the daughter of Zeus had left ihis 
royal mansion and come unto the sea, daintily pic 
ing her way, most craftily she set to mourn her hus- 
band, though he was not dead but at her side. Now 
when we reached thy docks well walled, we began 
to launch the fastest of Sidonian ships, with her full 
complement of fifty rowers, and each task in due 
succession followed; some set up the mast, others 
ranged the oars with their blades ready, and stored 
the white sails within the hold, and the rudder w$s 
let down astern and fastened securely. While we 
were thus employed, those Hellenes, who had been 
fellow-voyagers with Menelaus, were watching us, 
it seems, and they drew nigh the beach, clad in the 
rags of shipwrecked men— well built enough, but 
squalid to look upon. And the son of Atreus, direct- 
ly he saw them approach, bespoke them, craftily 
introducing the reason for his mourning: “Ye hap- 
less mariners, how have ye come hither ? your Achsean 
ship where wrecked ? Are ye here to help bury dead 
Atreus’ son, whose missing body this lady, daughter 
of Tyndareus, is honouring with a cenotaph ?’’ Then 
they with feigned tears proceeded to the ship, bear- 
ing aboard the oflerings to be thrown into the deep 
for Menelaus. Thereat were we suspicious, and com- 
muned amongst ourselves regarding the number of 
extra passengers; but still we kept silence out of re- 
spect for thy orders, forJ>y intrusting the command 
the vessel to the stranger thou didst thus spoil all. 
Now the other victims gave no trouble, and we 
easily put them aboard; only the bull refused to go 
forward along the gangway, but rolled his eyesarouM 
and kept bellowing, and, arching his back and glar- 
ing askance toward his horns, he would not let us 
touch him. But Helen’s lord cried out: “O! ye who 
laid waste the town of Iliunt^ come pick up yon 
bull, the dead man’s offering, on your stoi^ sh^* 
ders, as is the way in Hellas, and cast him into rim 
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licicl**; and as he ^poke he diew his sMrd m readi« My bride hath escaped me. If riie diip could have 

UM Hien they at his command came and caught been pursued and overtaken, I would have usd 

up the bull and carried him bodily on to the deck, every means forthwith to catch the strangers; as it 

hstd Menelaus stroked the horse on neck and brow, is, 1 will avenge myself upon my treacherous sister, 

coaxing it to go aboard. At length, when the ship in that she saw Menelaus in my palace and did not 

was fully firei^ted, Helen climlm the ladder with tell me. Wherefore shall she nevermore deceive an** 

gracefol step and took her seat midway betwixt the other by her prophetic art. 

rowers’ benches, and he sat by her side, even Mene- En$er poRTaxss. 

laus who was called dead; and the rest, equally di^ Po, Ho, there! whither away so fast, my lord? on 

vided on the right and left side of the ship, sat them what blo(^y thought intent ? 

down, each beside his man, with swords concealed Tkeoc, Whither Justice calls me. Out of my path! 

beneath their cloaks, and the billows soon were echo- Po. I will not loose thy robe, for on grievous mis* 

ing to the rowers’ song, as we heard the boatswain’s chief art thou bent. 

note. Now when we were put out a space not very Theoc, Shalt thou, a slave, control thy master? 

far nor very near, the helmsman askra, “Shall we, Po. Yea, for I am in my senses, 

sir stranger, sail yet further on our course, or will Theoc. 1 should not say so, if thou wilt not let 

this serve? For thine it is to command the ship.*’ me — 

And he answered; “’Tis far enough for me,*’ while Po. Nay, but that I never will. 

in his right hand he gripped his sword and stepped Theoc. Slay my sister most accursed. 

on to the prow; then standing o’er the bull to slay Po. Say rather, most righteous. 

it, never a word said he of any dead man, but cut its Theoc. “Righteous” P she who betrayed me. 

throat and thus made prayer: “Poseidon, lord of Po. There is an honourable treachery, whidi *tts 

the sea, whose home is in the deep, and ye holy right to commit. 

daughters of Nereus, bring me and my wife safe and Theoc. By giving my bride to another? 

sound to Nauplia's strand from hence 1” Anon a gush Po. Only to those who had a better right, 

of blood, fair omen for the stranger, spouted into Theoc. Who hath any rights o’er miner 

the tide. One cried, “There is treachery in this voy- Po. He that received her from her father, 

age; why should we now sail to Nauplia? Give the Theoc. Nay, but fortune gave her to me. 

order, helmsman, turn thy rudder.” But the son of Po. And destiny took her away. 

Atreus, standing where he slew the bull, called to Theoc. ’Tis not for thee to decide my afiairs. 

his comrades, “Why do ye, the pick of Hellas, delay Po, Only supposing mine be the better counsel, 

to smite and slay the barbarians and fling them from Theoc. ^ 1 am thy subject, not thy ruler, 

the ship into the waves?” While to thy crew the Po. Aye, a subject bound to do the right, and 

boatswain cried the opposite command: “Ho! some eschew the wrong. 

of you catch up chance spars, break up the benches, Theoc. It seems thou art eager to be slain, 

or snatch the oar*blade from the thole, and beat out Po. Slay me; thy sister shalt thou never slay with 

the brains of these our foreign foes.” Forthwith up my consent, but me perchance; for to die for their 
sprang each man, the one part armed with poles that masters is the fairest death, that noble slaves can 
sailors use, the other with swords. And the ship ran find. 

down with blood; while Helen from her seat upon the Dioscuri appears above the stagfi. 

the stern thus cheered them on: “Where is the fame The Dioscuri. Restrain those bursts of rage that 
ye won in Troy ? show it against these barbarians.” hurry thee to undue lengths, O Thcoclymcnus king 

Then as they hasted to the fray, some would fall of this country. We are the twin sons of Zeus that 

and some rise up again, while others hadst thou seen call to thee by name, whom Leda bore one day, 

laid low in death. But Menelaus in full armour, with Helen too who hath fled from thy palace. Fmr 

made his way, sword in hand, to any point where thou art wroth for a marriage never destined for 

his watchful eye perceived his comrades in distress; thee; nor is thy sister Theonoc, daughter of a Ne* 

so we leapt from the ship and swam, and he cleared reid goddess, wronging thee because she honours 

the benches of thy rowers. Then did the prince set the word of God and her father’s just behests. For 

himself to steer, and bade them make a straight it was ordained that Helen should abide within thy 

course to Hellas. So they set up the mast, and fa* halls up till the present time, but since Troy is 

vouring breezes blew; and they are clear away, while razed to the ground and she hath lent her name to 

1, from death escaped, let myself down by the an* the goddesses, no bnger need she stay, now must 

chor chain into the sea; and, just as 1 was spent, one she be united in the self*same wedlo^ as before, 

threw me a rope and rescued me, and drew me to and reach her home and share it with her husband, 

land to bring to thee this message. Ah! there is Withhold then thy malignant blade from thy uster, 

naught more serviceable to mankind than a prudent and believe that she herein is acting with discretion, 

distrust. Long, long ago had we our sister saved, seeing that 

Ch. I would never have believed that Menelaus Zeus has made us gods, but we were too weSe fiat 

could have eluded us and thee, O king, in the way destiny as Well as the deities, who willed these things 

he did on his coming. to be. This is my bidding to thee; while to my sister 

theoc. Woe is me! cozened by a woman’s tricks! I say, “Sail on with thy husband; and ye riuul have 

3*3 
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a prosperous breeze; for we, thy brethren twain, 
will course along the deep and bring you safely to 
your i^therland. And when at last thy goal is reached 
and thy life ended, thou shalt be famous as a god> 
dess, and with thy twin brethren share the drink> 
ofTering, and like us receive gifts from men, for such 
is the will of Zeus. Yea, and that spot^ where the son 
of Maia first appointed thee a home when from 
Sparta he removed thee, after stealing an image of 
thee from heaven’s mansions to prevent thy mar- 
riage with Paris, even the isle that lies like a sentinel 
along the Attic coast, shall henceforth be called by 
thy name amongst men, for that it welcomed thee 
when stolen from thy home. Moreover, Heaven or- 
dains that the wanderer Menelaus shall find a home 

K^anae, off Sunium, or Macri. 
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within an island of the blest; for to noble souls hath 
the deity no dislike, albeit these oft suffer more than 
those of no account.” 

TAeoc. Ye sons of Leda and of Zeus, 1 will forego 
my former quarrel about your sister, nor seek to 
slay mine own any more. Let Helen to her home 
repair, if such is Heaven’s pleasure. Ye know that 
ye are sprung of the same stock as your sister, best 
of women, chastest too; hail then for the true no- 
bility of Helen’s soul, a quality too seldom found 
amongst her sex I 

C/i. Many are the forms the heavenly will as- 
sumes; and many a thing God brings to pass con- 
trary to expectation: that which was looked for is 
not accomplished, while Heaven finds out a way for 
what we never hoped; e’en such has been the issue 
here. Exeunt omnes. 
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ANDROMACHE 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Andromache Molossus 

Maid Peleus 

Chorus of Phthxan Nurse of Hermionb 


Women 

Hermione 

Menelaus 

Brfore the temple of Thetis in Thessaly, Enter 

ANDROMACHE. 

Andromache, O city of Thebes,^ glofy of Asia, 
whence on a day I came to Priam’s princely home 
with many a rich and costly thing in my dower, 
affianced unto Hector to be the mother of his chil- 
dren, I, Andromache, envied name in days of yore, 
but now of all women that have been or yet shall be 
the most unfortunate; for I have lived to see my 
husband Hector slain by Achilles, and the babe As- 
tyanax, whom I bore my lord, hurled from the tow- 
ering battlements, when the Hellenes sacked our 
Trojan home; and I myself am come to Hellas as a 
slave, though I was esteemed a daughter of a race 
most free, given to Neoptolemus that island-prince, 
and set apart for him as his special prize from the 
spoils of Troy. And here I dwell upon the boundaries 
of Phthia and Pharsalia’s town, where Thetis erst, 
the goddess of the sea, abode with Peleus apart from 
the world, avoiding the throng of men; wherefore 
the folk of Thessaly call it the sacred place of Thetis, 
in honour of the g^dess’s marriage. Here dwells the 
son of Achilles and suffers Peleus still to rule Phar- 
salia, not wishing to assume the sceptre while the 
old man lives. Within these halls have I born a boy 
to the son of Achilles, my master. Now aforetime for 
all my misery I ever had a hope to lead me on, that, 
if my child were safe, I might find some help and 
protection from my woes; but since my lord in scorn 
of his bondmaid’s charms hath wedded that Spartan 
Hermione, I am tormented by her most cruelly; for 
she saith that I by secret enchantment am making 
her barren and distasteful to her husband, and that 
I design to take her place in this house, ousting her 
the rightful mistress by force; whereas I at first sub- 
mitted against my will and now have resigned my 
place; be almighty Zeus my witness that it was not 
of my own free will I became her rival! 

But 1 cannot convince her, and she longs to kill 
me, and her father Menelaus is an accomplice in 
this. E’en now is he within, arrived from Sparta for 
this very purpose, while I in terror am come to take 
up a position here in the shrine of Thetis adjoining 


Orestes 

Messenger 

Thetis 

the house, if haply it may save me from death; for 
Peleus and his descendants hold it in honour as a 
symbol of his marriage with the Nereid. My only 
son am I secretly conveying to a neighbour’s house 
in fear for his life. For his sire stands not by my side 
to lend his aid and cannot avail his child at all, being 
absent in the land of Delphi, where he is offering 
recompense to Loxias for the madness he commit- 
ted, w hen on a day he went to Py tho and demanded 
of Phoebus satisfaction for his father’s death, if haply 
his prayer might avert those past sins and win for 
him the god’s goodwill hereafter. 

Enter maid. 

Maid, Mistress mine, be sure I do not hesitate to 
call thee by that name, seeing that 1 thought it thy 
right in thine own house also, when we dwelt in 
Troy-land; as I was ever thy friend and thy hus- 
band’s while yet he was alive, so now have I come 
with strange tidings, in terror lest any of our mas- 
ters learn hereof but still out of pity for thee; for 
Menelaus and his daughter are forming dire plots 
against thee, whereof thou must beware. 

An, Ah! kind companion of my bondage, for such 
thou art to her, who, erst thy queen, is now sunk in 
misery; what are they doing ? What new schemes are 
they devising in their eagerness to take away my 
wretched life? 

Ma, Alas! poor lady, they intend to slay thy son, 
whom thou hast privily conveyed from out the 
house. 

An, Ah me! Has she^ heard that my babe was put 
out of her reach? Who told her? Woe is me! how 
utterly undone! 

Ma, 1 know not, but thus much of their schemes 
I heard myself; and Menelaus has left the house to 
fetch him. 

An, Then am I lost; ah, my child! those vultures 
twain will take and slay thee; while he who is called 
thy father lingers still in Delphi. 

Ma, True, for had he been here thou wouldst not 
have fiired so hardly, I am sure; but, as it is, thou 
art friendless. 

An, Have no tidings come of the possible arrival 
of Peleus? 

hermione. 
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Ma. He btoo^ to hdp thee if he came. 

An, And yet I sent for him more than once. 

Ma, Stirciy thou dost not suppose that any of thy 
messengers heed thee ? 

, An, Why should they ? Wilt thou then go for me? 

Ma, How shall I explain my long absence from 
the house? 

An, Thou art a woman; thou canst invent a hun* 
drcd ways. 

Ma. There is a risk, for Hermione keeps no care- 
less guard. 

An, Dost look to that ? Thou art disowning thy 
friends in distress. 

Ma. Not so; never taunt me with that. I will go, 
for of a truth a woman and a slave is not of much 
account, e’en if aught befall me. 

An, Go then, while I will tell to heaven the 
lengthy tale of lamentation, mourning, and weep> 
ing, that has ever been my hard lot; (Exit maid.) 
for ’tis woman’s way to delight in present misfor- 
tunes even to keeping them always on her tongue 
and lips. But I have many reasons, not merely one 
for tears—my city’s fall, my Hector’s death, the 
hardness of the lot to which I am bound, since I fell 
' on slavery’s evil days undeservedly. ’Tis never right 
to call a son of man happy, till thou hast seen his 
end, to judge from the way he passes it how he will 
descend to that other world. 

*Twas no bride Paris took with him to the towers 
of Ilium, but a curse to his bed when he brought 
Helen to her bower. For her sake, O Troy, did eager 
warriors, sailing from Hellas in a thousand ships, 
capture and make thee a prey to fire and sword; 
and the son of sea-born Thetis mounted on his char- 
iot ^dra^ged my husband Hector round the walls, 
ah woe is me! while I was hurried from my chamber 
to the beach, with slavery’s hateful pall upon me. 
And many a tear I shed as I left my city, my bridal 
bower, and my husband in the dust. Woe, woe is 
mel why should I prolong my life, to serve Hermi- 
<me? Her cruelty it is that drives me hither to the 
image of the goddess to throw my suppliant arms 
about it, melting to tears as doth a spring that gushes 
from the rock. 

Enter cmvivs of phthian women. 

Chorus. Lady« thus keeping thy weary station 
without pause upon thefroor of Thetis’ shrine Phthian 
thou^ I am, to thee a daughter of Asia I come, to 
see ifl can devise some remedy for these perplexing 
troubles, which have involved thee and Hermione 
in fell discord, because to thy sorrow thou sharest 
with her the love of Achilles’ son. Recognize thy 
position, weigh the present evil into the which thou 
art come. Thou art a Trojan captive; thy rival is thy 
mbtfess, a true-born daughter of Sparta. Leave then 
this home of sacrifice, the shrine of our sea-goddess. 
How can it avail thee to waste thy comeliness and 
4asfigure it by weeping by reason of a mistress’s 
ham usa^? Mig^t will prevail against thee; why 
vafoly tdl in thy feebleness ? Come, quit the bright 
tancfriary of the Nereid divine. Recognize that thou 
mt in bondage on a foreign soil, in a strange city, 


where thou seest none of all tiby friends, luckless 
lady, cast on evil days. Yea, I did pity thee most 
truly« Trojan dame, when thou earnest to this house; 
but from tear of my mistress I hold my peace, albeit 
I sympathize with thee, lest she, whom Zeus* 
daughter bore, discover my good will toward thee. 

ElUer HERMIONE. 

Hermione. With a crown of golden workmanship 
upon my head and about my b^y this embroidered 
robe am I come hither; no presents these I wear from 
the palace of Achilles or Peleus, but gifts my father 
Menelaus gave me together with a sumptuous dower 
from Sparta in Laconia, to insure me freedom of 
speech. Such is my answer to you; but as for thee, 
slave and captive, thou wouldst frin oust me and 
secure this palace for thyself, and thanks to thy en- 
chantment 1 am hated by my husband ; thou it is 
that hast made my womb barren and cheated my 
hopes; for Asia’s ^daughters have clever heads for 
such villainy; yet will I check thee therefroml nor 
shall this temple of the Nereid avail thee aughn no! 
neither its altar or shrine, but thou shalt die. But if 
or god or man should haply wish to save thee, thou 
must atone for thy proud thoughts of happier oRys 
now past by humbling thyself and crouching pr 
trate at my knees, by sweeping out my halls, and by 
learning, as thou sprinklest water from a golden 
ewer, where thou now art. Here is no Hector, no 
Priam with his gold, but a city of Hellas. Yet thou, 
miserable woman, hast gone so far in wantonness 
that thou canst lay thee down with the son of the 
very man that slew thy husband, and bear children 
to the murderer. Such is all the race of barbarians; 
father and daughter, mother and son, sister an|d 
brother mate together; the nearest and dearest stain 
their path with each other’s blood, and no law re- 
strains such horrors. Bring not these crimes amongst 
us, for here we count it shame that one man should 
have the control of two wives, and men are content 
to turn their attention to one lawful love, that is, 
all who care to live an honourable life. 

Ch. Women are by nature somewhat jealous, and 
do ever show the keenest hate to rivals in their love. 

An. Ah! well-a-day! Youth is a bane to mortab, 
in every case, that is, where a man embraces injus- 
tice in his early days. Now I am afraid that my being 
a sbve will prevent thee listening to me in spite of 
many a just plea, or if I win my case, I fear 1 may be 
damaged on thb very ground, for the high and 
mighty cannot brook refuting argtunents from their 
inferiors; still 1 will not be convicted of betraying 
my own cause. Tell mCr proud young wife, what 
assurance can make me confident of wresting from 
thee thy lawful lord? Is it that Laconia’s capital 
yields to Phrygia? b it that my fortune outstrips 
thine ? or that in me thou seest a free woman ? Am 1 
so dated by my youth, my full healtlw figure, the 
extent of my city, the number of my mends that i 
wbh to supplant thee in thy home? Is my purpose 
to take thy place and rear myself a race of daves, 
mere appendages to my misery? or, supposmg thou 
bear no children, will any one endure that Ibns of 



slKKdd nkn'tir Ah Ao) then is the ffe.Ptay.isitthjtinteMiQAtopniiKinywouBd* 

k>ve that Hellas bears me, both lor Hector’s sake yet deeper ? ^ 

aad for my own humble rank formth, that never An. Behold, I am dumb, my lips are closed, 

knew a ^een*s estate in Troy. *Tis not my sorcery He. Tell me that which was my only reason for 

that makes thy husband hate thee, nay, but thy coming hither. 

mn failure to prove thyself his help-meet. Herein An. Nol all I tell thee is, thou hast less wisdom 
lies love’s only charm; *tis not beauty, lady, but vir- than thou needest. 

tuousacts that wm our husbands’ hearts. And though He. Wilt thou leave these hallowed precincts of 
it gall thee to be told so, albeit thy city in Laconia the sea-goddess? 

is no doubt a mighty fact, yet thou findcst no place An. Yes, if I am not to die for it; othenmev I 
for his Scyros, displaying wealth ’midst poverty and never will. 

setting Menelaus above Achilles: and that is what He. Since that is thy resolve, I dial! not even wait 
alienates thy lord. Take heed; for a woman, though my lord’s return. 

b^towed upon a worthless husband, must be with An. Nor yet will I, at any rate ere that, surrender 
him content, and ne’er advance presumptuous to thee. 

claims. Supjpose thou hadst wedded a prince of He. I will bring fire to bear on thee, and pay no 
Thrace, the land of flood and melting snow, where heed to thy entreaties. 

one lord shares his aflections with a host of wives. An. Kindle thy blaze then; the gods will witness it, 

wouldst thou have slain them ? If so, thou wouldst He. And make thy flesh to writhe by cruel wounds, 

have set a stigma of insatiate lust on all our sex. A An. Begin thy butchery, stain the altar of the 

shameful charge! And yet herein we suffer more than goddess with blo^, for she will visit thy iniquity, 

men, though we make a good stand against it. Ah! He. Barbarian creature, hardened in impudence, 

my dear lord Hector, for thy sake would I e’en wilt thou brave death itself? Still will I find speedv 

brook a rival, if ever Cypris led thee astray, and oft means to make thee quit this seat of thy free-will; 

in days gone by 1 held thy bastard babes to my own such a bait have I to lure thee with. But 1 will hide 

breast, to spare thee any cause for grief. By this my meaning, which the event itself shall soon de- 
course I bound my husband to me by virtue’s chains, dare. Yes, keep thy scat, for I will makethee rise, 

whereas thou wilt never so much as let the drops of though molten lead is holding thee there, before 

dew from heaven above settle on thy lord, in thy Achulcs’ son, thy trusted champion, arrive, 
jealous fear. Oh! seek not to surpass thy mother in Et^hermions. 

hankering after men, for *tis well that all wise chil- An. My trusted champion, yes! how strange it is, 
dren should avoid the habits of such evil mothers. that, though some god ^th devised cures for mor- 

Ch. Mistress mine, be persuaded to come to terms tals against the venom of reptiles, no man ever yet 

with her, as far as readily comes within thy power, hath discovered aught to cure a woman’s venom, 

He. Why this haughty tone, this bandying of which is £ar worse than viper’s sting or scorching 

words, as ih forsooth, thou, not I, wert the virtuous flame; so terrible a curse are we to mankind, 

wife? Ch. Ah! what sorrows did the son of Zeus and 

An. Thy present claims at any rate give thee smsdl Maia herald, in the day he came to Ida’s glen, guid- 

title thereto. ing that fair young trio of goddesses, all girdeo for 

He. Woman, may my bosom never harbour such the fray in bitter rivalry al^ut their beauty, to the 

ideas as thine 1 shepherd’s fold, where dwelt the youthful herdsman 

An. Thou art young to speak on so delicate a all alone by the hearth of his lonely hut. Soon as 

subject. they rcach^ the wooded glen, in gushing mountain 

He. As for thee, thou dost not speak thereof, but, springs they bathed their dazzling skin, then sought 

as thou canst, dost put it into action against me. the son of Priam, comparing their rival charms in 

^n.Canst thou not conceal thy pangs of jealousy? more than rancorous phrase. But Cypris won the 

He. What! doth not every woman put this first day by her deceitful promises, sweet-sounding words, 
of all? but fraught with ruthless overthrow to Phrygia’s 

An. Yes, if her experiences are happy; otherwise, hapless town and Ilium’s towers. Would God his 

there is no honour in speaking of them. mother had smitten him a cruel death-blow on the 

He. Barbarians’ laws are not a standard for our head before he made his home on Ida's slopes, in the 
city. hour Cassandra, standing by the holy bay-tree, cried 

An. Alike in Asia and in Hellas infiimy attends out, "Slay him, for he will bring most grievous bane 
base actions. on Priam’s town,” To every prince she went, to 

He. Clever, clever quibbler! yet die thou must every elder sued for the babe’s destruction. Ah! had 

and shalt. they listened. Ilium’s daughters ne’er had felt the 

An. Dost see the image of Thetis with her eye yoke of slavery, and thou, lady, hadst been cstab- 
opon thee ? lished in the royal palace; and Hellas had been freed 

He. A bitter foe to thy country because of the of all the anguish we suflered during those ten long 

death of Achilles. years her sons went wandering, spear in hand, around 

An. ’Twas not I tihat dew him, but Helen that the walls of Troy; brides bad never been deio* 

mother of tbme. late, nor hoary &ther$ childless. 
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Ettter MSNELAus, with molossus. Men, Woman, these are petty matters, unworthy, 

Minelaus, Behold I bring thy son with me, whom as thou sayest, of my despotic sway, unworthy too 

thou didst steal away to a neighbour’s house with- of Hellas. Yet mark this well; his special fancy of the 

out my daughter’s knowledge. Thou wert so sure hour is of more moment to a man than Troy’s cap- 

this image of the goddess would protect thee and turc. I then have set myself to help my daughter 

those who hid him, but thou hast not proved clever because I consider her loss of a wife’s rights a grave 

enough for Menelaus. And so if thou refuse to leave matter; for whatever else a woman suffers is second- 

thy station here, he shall be slain instead of thee, ary to this; if she loses her husband’s love she loses 

Wherefore weigh it well: wilt die thyself, or see him her life therewith. Now, as it is right Neoptolemus 

slain for the sin whereof thou art guilty against me should rule my slaves, so my friends and 1 should 

and my daughter ? have control of his; for friends, if . they be really 

An, O fame, fame! full many a man ere now of no friends, keep nothing to themselves, but have all in 

account hast thou to high estate exalted. Those, in- common. So if 1 wait for the absent instead of mak- 

decd, who truly have a fair repute, I count blest; ing the best arrangement I can at once of my affairs,! 

but those who get it by false pretences, I will never show weakness, not wisdom. Arise then, leave the 

allow have aught but the accidental appearance of goddess’s shrine, for by thy death this child escapeth 
wisdom. Thou for instance, caitiff that thou art, &s, whereas, if thou refuse to die, I will slay him; 

didst thou ever wrest Troy from Priam with thy for one of you twain must perish, 

picked troops of Hellenes ? thou that hast raised such An, Ah me! .’tis^a bitter lot thou art ofTering ibout 

a storm, at the word of thy daughter, a mere child, my life; whether I take it or not I am equally un- 

and hast entered the lists with a poor captive; un- fortunate. Attend to me, thou who for a trifling 

worthy I count thee of Troy’s capture, and Troy cause art committing an awful crime. Why artjhou 

still more disgraced by thy victory. Those who only bent on slaying me ? What reason hast thou ? "What 

in appearance are men of sense make an outward city have I betrayed ? Which of thy children Was 

show^ but inwardly resemble the common herd save ever slain by me ? What house have I fired ? I was 

it be in wealth, which is their chiefest strength. forced to be my master’s concubine; and spite\of 

Come now, Menelaus, let us discuss this argu- that wilt thou slay me, not him who is to blame, 

ment. Suppose I am slain by thy daughter, and she passing by the cause and hurrying to the inevitable 

work her will on me, yet can she never escape the result? Ah me! my sorrows! Woe for my hapless 

pollution of murder, and public opinion will make country! How cruel my fate! Why had 1 to be a 

thee too an accomplice in this deed of blood, for thy mother too and take upon me a double load of suf- 

share in the business must needs implicate thee. But fering? Yet why do I mourn the past, and o’er the 

even supposing I escape death myself, will ye kill present never shed a tear or compute its griefs? I 

my child ? Even then, how will his fsither brook the that saw Hector butchered and dragged behind the 

murder of his child? Troy has no such coward’s chariot, and Ilium, piteous sight! one sheet of flame, 

tale to tell of him; nay, he will follow duty’s call; his while I was haled away by the hair of my head to the 

actions will prove him a worthy scion of Peleus and Argive ships in slavery, and on my arrival in Phthia 

Achilles. Thy daughter will he thrust forth from his was assigned to Hector’s murderer as his mistress, 

house; and what wilt thou say when seeking to be- What pleasure then has life for me? Whither am I 

troth her to another? wilt say her virtue made her to turn my gaze? to the present or the past? My 

leave a worthless lord? Nay, that will be false. Who babe alone was left me, the light of my life; and 

then will wed her? wilt thou keep her without a him these ministers of death would slay. No! they 

husband in thy halls, grown grey in widowhood? shall not, if my poor life can save him; for if he be 

Unhappy wretch! dost not see the flood-gates of saved, hope in him lives on, while to me ’twere 

trouble opening wide for thee? How many a wrong shame to refuse to die for my son. Lo! here 1 leave 

against a wife wouldst thou prefer thy daughter to the altar and give myself into your hands, to cut or 

imve found to suffering what I now describe? We stab, to bind or hang. Ah! my child, to Hades now 

ought not on trifling grounds to promote serious thy mother passes to save thy dear life. Yet if thou 

mischief; nor should men, if we women are so deadly escape thy doom, remember me, my suflerinp and 

a curse, bring their nature down to our level. No! my death, and tell thy father how I fared, with fond 

if, as thy daughter asserts, 1 am practising sorcery caress and streaming eye and arms thrown round his 

against her and making her barren, right willingly neck. Ah! yes, his children are to every man as his 

will I, without any crouching at altars, submit in my own soul; and whoso sneers at this through inex- 
own person to the penalty that lies in her husband’s pcrience, though he suffers less anguish, yet tastes 

hands, seeing that I am no less chargeable with in- the bitter in his cup of bliss, 

luring him ill make him childless. *0118 is my case; Ch, Thy talc with pity fills me; for every man 
Imt m thee, there is one thing I fear in thy disposi- alike, stranger though he be, feels pity for another’s 

tion; it was a quarrel for a woman that really in- distress. Menelaus, ’tis thy duty to reconcile thy 
duc^ thee to destroy poor Ilium’s town. daughter and this captive, giving her a respite from 

Ol. Thou hast said too much for a woman speak- 
ing tp men; that discretion hath shot away its last Men, Ho! sirrahs, catch me this woman; hold her 
ihaft thy soul’s quiver. hist; for ’tis no welcome story she will have to hear, 
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It was to make thee leave the holy altar of the god- 
dess that I held thy child’s death before thy eyes» 
and so induced thee to give thyself up to me to die. 
So stands thy case, be well assured ; but as for this 
child, my daughter shall decide whether she will 
slay him or no. Get thee hence into the house, and 
there learn to bridle thy insolence in speaking to 
the free, slave that thou art. 

An, Alas! thou hast by treachery beguiled me; I 
was deceived. 

Men, Proclaim it to the world ; I do not deny it. 

An, Is this counted cleverness amongst you who 
dwell by the Eurotas? 

Men, Yes, and amongst Trojans too, that those 
who suffer should retaliate. 

An, Thinkest thou God’s hand is shortened, and 
that thou wilt not be punished ? 

Men, Whene’er that comes, I am ready to bear it. 
But thy life will I have. 

An, Wilt likewise slay this tender chick, whom 
thou hast snatched from ’neath my wing ? 

Men, Not I, but I will give him to my daughter 
to slay if she will. 

An, Ah me! why not begin my mourning then 
for thee, my child ? 

Men, Of a truth ’tis no very sure hope that he has 
left. 

An, O citizens of Sparta, the banc of all the race 
of men, schemers of guile, and masters in lying, de- 
visers of evil plots, with crooked minds and tortuous 
methods and ne’er one honest thought, ’tis wrong 
that ye should thrive in Hellas. What crime is want- 
ing in your list ? How rife is murder with you! How 
covetous ye are! One word upon your lips, another 
in your heart, this is what men always find with you. 
Perdition catch ye! Still death is not so grievous, as 
thou thinkest, to me. No! for my life ended in the 
day that hapless Troy was destroyed with my lord, 
that glorious warrior, whose spear oft made a cow- 
ard like thee quit the field and seek thy ship. But 
now against a woman hast thou displayed the terrors 
of thy panoply, my would-be murderer. Strike then! 
for this my tongue shall never flatter thee or that 
daughter of thine. For though thou wert of great 
account in Sparta, why so was I in Troy. And if I am 
now in sorry plight, presume not thou on this; thou 
too mayst be so yet. 

Exeunt andromaghe, menelaus, and molossus. 

Ch, Never, oh! never will I commend rival wives 
or sons of different mothers, a cause of strife, of bit- 
terneas, and grief in every house. I would have a 
husband content with one wife whose rights he shar- 
eth with no other. Not even in states is dual mon- 
archy better to bear than undivided rule; it only 
doubles burdens and causes faction amongst the citi- 
zens. Often too will the Muse sow strife ’twixt rivals 
in the art of minstrelsy. Again, when strong winds 
are drifting mariners, the divided counsel of the 
wise is not conducive to steering, and their collect- 
ive wisdom has less weight than the inferior intelli- 
gence of the single man who has sole authority; for 
this is the essence of power alike in house and state, 


whene’er men care to find th^ proper moment. This 
Spartan, the daughter of the great chief Menelaus, 
proves this; for she hath kindled hot fury against 
a rival, and is bent on slaying the hapless Trojan 
maid and her child to further her bitter quarrel. 
’Tis a murder gods and laws and kindness all forbid. 
Ah! lady, retribution for this deed will visit thee yet. 

But lo! before the house I see those two united 
souls, condemned to die. Alas! for thee, poor kdy, 
and for thee, unhappy child, who art dying on ac- 
count of thy mother’s marriage, though thou hast 
no share therein and canst not be blamed by the 
royal house. 

MENELAUS, /cadir/ig ANDROMACHE and 
MOLOSSUS. 

An, Behold me journeying on the downward path, 
my hands so tightly bound with cords that they 
bleed. 

Molossus, O mother, mother mine! I too share 
thy downward path, nestling ’neath thy wing. 

An, A cruel sacrifice! ye rulers of Phthia! 

Mo, Come, father! succour those thou lovest. 

An, Rest there, my babe, my darling! on thy 
mother’s bosom, e’en in death and in the grave. 

Mo, Ah, woe is me! what will become of me and 
thee too, mother mine ? 

Men, Away, to the world below! from hbstile tow- 
ers ye came, the pair of you; two different causes 
necessitate your deaths; my sentence takes away thy 
life, and my daughter Hcrmionc’s requires his; for 
it would be the height of folly to leave our foemen’s 
sons, when we might kill them and remove the dan- 
ger from our house. 

An, O husband mine! I would I had thy strong 
arm and spear to aid me, son of Priam. 

Mo, Ah, woe is me! what spell can I now find to 
turn death’s stroke aside ? 

An, Embrace thy master’s knees, my child, and 
pray to him. 

Mo, Sparc, O spare my life, kind master! 

An, Mine eyes arc wet with tears, which trickle 
down my checks, as doth a sunless spring from a 
smooth rock. Ah me! 

Mo, What remedy, alas! can I provide me ’gainst 
my ills? 

Men, Why fsill at my knees in supplication? hard 
as the rock and deaf as the wave am I. My own 
friends have I helped, but for thee have I no tie of 
affection; for verily it cost me a great part of my 
life to capture Troy and thy mother; so thou shalt 
reap the fruit thereof and into Hades* halls descend. 

Ch, Behold! I see Peleus drawing nigh; with aged 
step he hasteth hither. 

Enter peleus, with attendant, 

Peleus (Calling out as he comes in sight) What 
means this? I ask you and your executioner; why is 
the palace in an uproar? give a reason; what mean 
your lawless machinations ? Menelaus, hold thy 
hand. Seek not to outrun justice. (To his atten^nt) 
Forward! faster, faster! for this matter, methinks, 
admits of no delay; now if ever would 1 fain resume 
the vigour of my youth. First however will I breathe 
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iiew life into thb captivc» beii^ to her as Ae hreeae bome^ and grey<*hjured silts of galkot vm Imt n^* 

i&athbws a ship before Rewind. Tell me, by what Of that sad l^d am I a member, seeing in thee 

right have they pinicmed thine ^ms and are drag- Achilles* murderer like a malignant fiend; for thpu 

a thee and thy child away? like a ewe with her and thou alone hast returned from Troy without a 

art thou led to the slaughter, while 1 and thy scratch, bringing back thy splendid weapons in their 

lord were faraway. splendid cases just as they went. As for me, I ever 

An, Behold them that are haling me and my child told that amorous boy to form no alliance with thee 

to death, e*en as thou seest, aged prince. Why should nor take unto his home an evil mother's child; for 

I tell thee? For not by one urgent summons alone daughters bear the marks of their mothers* ill-repute 

but by countless messengers have I sent for thee, into their new homes. Wherefore, ye wooers, tsdce 

No doubt thou knowest by hearsay of the strife in heed to this my warning: **Choose the daughter of 

this hou% with this man's daughter, and the reason a good mother." And more than this, with what 

of my ruin. So now they have torn and are dragging wanton insult didst thou treat thy brother, bidding 

me from the altar of Thetis, the goddess of thy cmef him sacrifice his daughter in his simpleness! So fear- 

est adoration and the mother of thy gallant son, fiilwast thou oflosing thy worthless wife. Then after 

without any proper trial, yea, and without waiting capturing Troy— for thither too will I accompany 

for my absent master; because, forsooth, they knew thee— thou didst not slay that woman, when ^e 

my defencelessness and my child’s, whom they mean was in thy power; but as soon as thine eyes caught 

to slay with me his hapless mother, though he has sight of her br^t, thy sword was dropped and /thou 

done no harm. But to thee, O sire, 1 make my sup- didst take her kisses, fondling the shameless traitress, 

plication, prostrate at thy knees, though my hand too weak to stem thy hot desire, thou caitiff wretch! 

cannot touch thy friendly beard; save me, 1 adjure Yet spite of all thou art the man to come and work 

thee, reverend sir, or to thy shame and my sorrow havoc in my grandson’s halls when he is abspt, 

shall we be slain. seeking to slay with all indignity a poor weak w6m- 

JFV: Loose her bonds, I say, ere some one rue it; an and her babe; but that babe shall one day m^e 
untie her folded hands. thee and thy daughter in thy home rue it, e^n 

Men, 1 forbid it, for besides being a match for though his birth be trebly base. Yea, for oft ere now 

thee, I have a far better right to her. hath seed, sown on barren soil, prevailed o’er rich 

Pe, What! art thou come hither to set my house deep tilth, and many a bastard has proved a better 

in order ? Art not content with ruling thy Spartans? man than children better born. Take thy daughter 

Men, She is my captive; 1 took her from Troy. hence with thee! Far better is it for mortals to have 
Pe, Aye, but my son’s son received her as his prize, a poor honest man either as married kin or friend 

Men, Is not all I have his, and all his mine? than a wealthy knave; but as for thee, thou art a 

Pe, For good, but not evil ends; and surely not thing of naught. , 

for. murderous violence. Ch, The tongue from trifling causes contrives to 

Men, Never shalt thou wrest her from my grasp, breed great strife ’mongst men; wherefore are the 
Pe, With this good staff I’ll stain thy head with wise most careful not to bring about a quarrel with 
blood 1 their friends. 

Men, Just touch me and see! Approach one step! Men, Why, pray, should one call these old men 
Pe, What! shalt thou rank with men? chief of wise, or those who once had a reputation in Hellas 

cowards, son of cowards! What right hast thou to for being so? when thou, the great Peleus, son of a 

any place 'mongst men ? Thou who didst let a Phryg- fomous hither, connected with me by marriage, cm- 

ian rob thee of thy wife, leaving thy home without ployest language disgraceful to thyself and abusive 

bolt or guard, as if forsooth the cursed woman thou of me because of a rarbarian woman, though thou 

badst there was a model of virtue. No! a Spartan shouldst have banished her far beyond the streams 

maid could not be chaste, e’en if she would, who of Nile or Phasis, and ever encouraged me; seeing 

leaves her home and bares her limbs and lets her that she comes from Asia’s continent where fell so 

robe float free, to share with youths their races and many of the sons of Hellas, victims to the'spear; and 

their sports— customs 1 cannot away with. Is it any likewise because she shared in the spilling of thy 

wonder then that ye fail to educate your women in son’s blood; for Paris who slew thy son Achilles, 

virtue? Helen might have asked thee this, seeing was brother to Hector, whose wife she was. And 

that she said goodie to thy affection and tripped dost thou enter the same abode with her, and deign 

oS with her young gallant to a foreien land. And to let her share thy boarH, and suffer her to rear her 

yet for her sake thou didst marshal aU the hosts of brood of vipers in thy house? But I, after all this 

Hellas and lead them to Ilium, whereas thou shouldst foresight for thee, old man, and myself, am to have 

have shown thv loathing for her by refusing to stir her torn from my clutches for wishing to slay to. 

a spear, once thou hadst found her false; yea, thou Yet come now, tor there is no disgrace in arguing 

jd^^uld^ have let her stay there, and even paid a the matter out; suppose my daughter has no child, 

jpnee to save ever having her back again. But that while this woman’s sons grow up, wilt thou set them 

^ was not at all the way thy thoughts were turned; up to rule the land of Imthia, barbarians born and 

wherefore many a brave hfe hast thou ended, and bred to lord it over Hellenes? Am I then so void 

nmy an aged mother hast thou left childless in her sense because I hate injustice, and thou so full of 
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ckvediessf Consider yet aiu>ther poi&t; toy thou 
hadst given a daughter of thine tu some citizen, and 
hadst then seen her thus treated^ wouldst thou have 
sat looking m in silence P 1 trow not. Dost thou then 
for a foreigner rail thus at thy nearest friends ? Again, 
thou mayst say, husband and wife have an equally 
strong case if ^e is wronged by him, and similarly 
if he find her guilty of indiscretion in his house; yet 
while he has ample powers in his own hands, she 
depends on prents and friends for her case. Surely 
then I am right in helping my own kinl Thou art 
in thy dotage; for thou wilt do me more good by 
speaking of my generalship than by concealing it. 
Helen's trouble was not of her own choosing, but 
sent by heaven, and it proved a great benefit to 
Hellas; her sons, till then untried in war or arms, 
turned to deeds of prowess, and it is experience which 
teaches man all he knows. I showed my wisdom in 
refraining from slaying my wife, directly I caught 
sight of her. Would that thou too hadst ne'er skin 
Phocusl All this I bring before thee in pure good- 
will, not from anger. But if thou resent it, thy 
tongue may wag till it ache, yet shall I gain by pru- 
dent forethought. 

Ck. Cease now from idle words, 'twcrc better far, 
for fear ye both alike go wrong. 

Pe, Alas! what evil customs now prevail in HellasI 
Whene'er the host sets up a trophy o'er the foe, men 
no more consider this the work of those who really 
toiled, but the general gets the credit for it. Now he 
was but one among ten thousand others to brandish 
his spear; he only did the work of one; but yet he 
wins more praise than they. Again, as magistrates in 
all the grandeur of office they scorn the common 
folk, though they are naught themselves; whereas 
those others arc ten thousand times more wise than 
they, if daring combine with judgment. Even so 
thou and thy brother, exalted by the toilsome ef- 
forts of others, now take your seats in all the swollen 
pride of Trojan kmc and Trojan generalship. But 
I will teach thee henceforth to consider Idaean Park 
a foe less terrible than Peleus, unless forthwith thou 
pack from this roof, thou and thy childless daugh- 
ter too, whom my own true son will hale through 
his halls by the hair of her head; for her barrenness 
will not let her endure fruitfulness in others, because 
she has no children herself. Still if she is unlucky in 
the matter of offspring, is that a reason why we 
should be left childless? Begone! ye varlets, let her 
go! I will soon see if anyone will hinder me from 
loosiiig her hands. (To anoromache) Arise; these 
trembling hands of mine will untie the twisted 
thongs that bind thee. Out on thee, coward! is this 
liow thou hast galled her wrists? Didst think thou 
wert kshing up a lion or bull ? or wert afraid she 
would snatch a sword and defend herself against 
thee? Come, child, nestle to thy mother's arms; 
help me loose her bonds; I will yet rear thee in 
Phthk to be their bitter foe. If your reputation for 
ess and the battles ye have fought were t^en 
you Spartans, in all eisci be very sure, you 
have not yom inferiois. 


Cl. The race of M men^pmedaes no reitnitnf ; 
and thdur testiness makestt hard todieck thm. 

Men* Thou art ody too ready to rush into abuse; 
while, as for me, 1 came to Phthia by constraint and 
have therefore no intention either of doing or suf- 
fering anything mean. Now must I return home, fiwr 
1 have no time to waste; for there is a city not so 
very kr kom Sparta, which aforetime was friendly 
but now is hostile; against her will I march with my 
army and bring her into subjection. And when 1 
have arranged that matter as I wish, 1 will return; 
and kce to face with my son-in-kw I will give my 
version of the story and hear his. And if he puntsn 
her, and for the future she exercise self-control, she 
shall find me do the like; but if he storm, I'll storm 
as well; and every act of mine shall be a reflex a £ bis 
own. As for thy babbling, I can bear it easily; for, 
like to a shadow as thou art, thy voice is all thou 
hast, and thou art powerless to do aught but talk. 

Exit MENELAUS. 

Pe. Lead on, my child, safe beneath my sheltering 
wing, and thou too, poor kdy; for thou art come 
into a quiet haven after the rude storm. 

An. Heaven reward thee and all thy race, old rire, 
for having saved my child and me his hapless mother I 
Only beware lest they kll upon us twain in some 
lonely spot upon the road and force me 'from thee, 
when they see thy age, my weakness, and this child's 
tender years; take need to this, that we be not a 
second time made captive, after escaping now. 

Pe. Forbear such words, prompted by a woman’s 
cowardice. Go on thy way; who will ky a finger on 
you? Methinks he will do it to his cost. For by 
heaven's grace I rule o'er many a knight and spear- 
man bold in my kingdom of Phthia; yea, and my- 
self can still stand straight, no bent old man as thou 
dost think; such a fellow as that a mere look from 
me will put to flight in spite of my years. For e'en 
an old man, be he brave, is worth a host of raw 
youths; for what avails a fine figure if a man is a 
coward ? 

Exeunt peleus, andromache, and molossus. 

Cl. Oh! to have never been born, or sprung firmia 
noble sires, the heir to mansions richly storra; for 
if aught untoward e’er bekll, there is no lack of 
champions for sons of noble parents, and there is 
honour and glory for them when they are prockimed 
scions of illustrious lines; time detracts not from the 
legacy these good men leave, but the light of their 
gwxiness still burns on when they are dead. Better 
IS it not to win a discreditable victory, than to make 
justice miscarry by an invidious exercise of power; 
for such a victory, though men think it sweet for the 
moment, grows barren in time and comes very near 
being a family reproach. This is the life I commend, 
this the life I set before me as my ideal, to exercise 
no authority beyond what is right either in the mar- 
riage-chamber or in the state. O aged son of iCacusi 
now am 1 sure that thou wert with the Lamdue, 
wielding thy kmous spear, when they fought the 
Centaurs; on Argo’s deck didst the cheer- 
less strait beyond the sea-beat Sympleg^es on her 



321 



voyage of note; and when in days long gone the son 
of Zeus spread slaughter round Troy's famous town, 
thou too didst share his triumphant return to Eu- 
rope. 

Enter nurse. 

Nurse. Alas! good friends, what a succession of 
troubles is to-day provided us I My mistress Hermi- 
onc within the house, deserted by her father and in 
remorse for her monstrous deed in plotting the death 
of Andromache and her child, is bent on dying; for 
she is afraid her husband will in requital for this ev 
pel her with dishonour from his house or put her 
to death, because she tried to slay the innocent. And 
the servants that watch her can scarce restrain her 
efforts to hang herself, scarce catch the sword and 
wrest it from her hand. So bitter is her anguish, and 
she hath recognized the villainy of her former deeds. 

As for me, friends, I am weary of keeping my mis- 
tress from the fatal noose; do ye go in and try to 
save her life; for if strangers come, they prove more 
persuasive than the friends of every day. 

Ch. Ah yes! I hear an outcry in the house amongst 
the servants, confirming the news thou hast brought. 
Poor sufferer! she seems about to show a lively grief 
,for her grave crimes; for she has escaped her serv- 
ants' hands and is rushing from the house, eager to 
end her life. 

He. {Rushing wildly on to the stage) Woe, woe is 
me 1 1 will tear my hair and scratch cruel furrows in 
my cheeks. 

Nu. My child, what wilt thou do? Wilt thou dis- 
figure thyself? 

He. Ah me! ah me! Begone, thou fine-spun veil! 
float from my head awayl 

Nu. Daughter, cover up thy bosom, fasten thy 
robe. 

He. Why should I cover it? My crimes against 
my lord are manifest and clear, they cannot be 
hidden. 

Nu. Art so grieved at having devised thy rival’s 
death ? 

He. Indeed I am; I deeply mourn my fatal deeds 
of daring; alas! I am now accursed in all men's eyes! 

Nu. Thy husband will pardon thee this error. 

He. Oh! why didst thou hunt me to snatch away 
my sword? Give,. oh! give it back, dear nurse, that 
1 may thrust it through my heart. Why dost thou 
prevent me hanging myself ? 

Nu. What! was 1 to let thy madness lead thee on 
to death? 

He. Ah me, my destiny! Where can I find some 
friendly fire? To what rocky height can I climb 
above the sea or ’mid some wooded mountain glen, 
there to die and trouble but the dead ? 

Nu. Why vex thyself thus? on all of us sooner or 
later heaven's visitation comes. 

He. Thou hast left me, O my father, left me like 
a stranded bark, all alone, without an oar. My lord 
will surely slay me; no home is mine henceforth be- 
neath my husrand’sroof. What god is there to whose 
statue 1 can as a suppliant haste? or shall I throw 
myself in slavish wise at slavish knees? Would I 
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could speed away from Phthia’s land on bird's dark 
pinion, or like that pine-built ship,^ the first that 
ever sailed betwixt the rocks Cyanean! 

Nu. My child, 1 can as little praise thy previous 
sinful excesses, committed against the Trojan cap- 
tive, as thy present exaggerated terror. Thy hus- 
band will never listen to a barbarian's weak pleading 
and reject his marriage with thee for this. For thou 
wast no captive from Troy whom he wedded, but 
the daughter of a gallant sire, with a rich dower, 
from a city too of no mean prosperity. Nor will thy 
father forsake thee, as thou dreadest, and allow thee 
to be cast out from this house. Nay, enter now, nor 
show thyself before the palace, lest the sight of thee 
there bring reproach upon thee, my daughter. 

Ch. Lol a stranger of foreign appearance from 
some other land comes hurrying towards us. 

Enter orestes. 

Orestes. Ladies ^of this foreign land! is this /the 
home, the palace of Achilles’ son ? I 

Ch. Thou hast it; but who art thou to ask su^ a 
question ? \ 

Or. The son of Agamemnon and ClytaemnestW, 
by name Orestes, on my way to the oracle of Zais 
at Dodona. But now that I am come to Phthia, I a'm 
resolved to inquire about my kinswoman, Hermionc 
of Sparta; is she alive and well ? for though she dwells 
in a land far from my own, I love her none the less. 

He. Son of Agamemnon, thy appearing is as a 
haven from the storm to sailors; by thy knees I pray, 
have pity on me in my distress, on me of whose for- 
tunes thou art inouiring. About thy knees I twine 
my arms with all the force of sacred fillets. 

Or. Ha! what is this? Am I mistaken or do I really 
see before me the queen of this palace, the daughter 
of Menclaus ? 

He. The same, that only child whom Helen, 
daughter of Tyndareus, bore my father in his halls; 
never doubt that. 

Or. O saviour Phoebus, grant us respite from our 
woe! But what is the matter? art thou afflicted by 
gods or men ? 

He. Partly by myself, partly by the man who 
wedded me, and partly by some god. On every side 
I see ruin. 

Or. Why, what misfortune could happen to a wom- 
an as yet childless, unless her honour is concerned ? 

He. My very complaint! Thou hast hit my case 
exactly. 

Or. On whom has thy husband set his affections 
in thy stead ? 

He. On his captive, Hector's wife. 

Or. An evil case indee?, for a man to have two 
wives. 

He. 'Tis even thus. So I resented it. 

Or. Didst thou with woman's craft device a plot 
against thy rival ? 

He. Yes, to slay her and her bastard child. 

Or. And didst thou slay them, or did something 
happen to rescue them from thee? 

^Arga 
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He* It was old Peieus, who showed regard to the 
weaker side. 

Or* Hadst thou any accomplice in this attempted 
murder? 

He* My father came from Sparta for this very 
purpose. 

Or* And was he after all defeated by that old 
man’s prowess? 

He. Oh nol but by shame; and he hath gone and 
left me all alone. 

Or* I understand; thou art afraid of thy husband 
for what thou hast done. 

He. Thou hast guessed it; for he will have a right 
to slay me. What can I say for myself? Yet I be- 
seech thee by Zeus the god of our family, send me 
to a land as far as possible from this, or to my fa- 
ther’s house; for these very walls seem to cry out 
“Begone!” and all the land of Phthia hates me. But 
if my lord return ere that from the oracle of Phoe- 
bus, he will put me to death on a shameful charge, 
or enslave me to his mistress, whom I ruled before. 
Maybe some one will say, “How was it thou didst 
go thus astray ?” I was ruined by mischievous wom- 
en who came to me and puffed me up with words 
like these: “What! wilt thou suffer that vile captive, 
a mere bondmaid, to dwell within thy house and 
share thy wedded rights? By Heaven’s queen! if it 
were my house she should not live to reap my mar- 
riage-harvest!” And I listened to the words of these 
Sirens, the cunning, knavish, subtle praters, and 
was filled with silly thoughts. What need had I to 
care about my lord? I had all I wanted, wealth in 
plenty, a house in which 1 was mistress, and as for 
children, mine would be born in wedlock, while 
hers would be bastards, half-slaves to mine. Oh! 
never, never — this truth will I repeat-should men 
of sense, who have wives, allow women-folk to visit 
them in their homes, for they teach them mischief; 
one, to gain some private end, helps to corrupt their 
honour; another, having made a slip herself, wants 
a companion in misfortune, while many are wan- 
tons; and hence it is men’s houses arc tainted. Where- 
fore keep strict guard upon the portals of your 
houses with bolts and bars; for these visits of strange 
women lead to no good result, but a world of mis- 
chief. 

Ck* Thou hast given thy tongue too free a rein 
regarding thy own sex. I can pardon thee in this 
case, but still women ought to smooth over their 
sisters’ weaknesses. 

Or. ’Twas sage counsel he gave who taught men 
to hear the arguments on both sides. I, for instance, 
though aware of the confusion in this house, the 
quarrel between thee and Hector’s wife, waited 
awhile and watched to see whether thou wouldst stay 
here or from fear of that captive art minded to quit 
these halls. Now it was not so much regard for thy 
message that brought me hither, as the intention of 
carrying thee away from this house, if, as now, thou 
shouldst grant me a chance of saying so. For thou 
wert mine formerly, but art now living with thy 
present husband through thy father’s baseness; since 


he, before invading Troy’s doipiains, betrothed thee 
to me, and then afterwards promised thee to thy 
present lord, provided he captured the city of Troy. 

So, as soon as Achilles’ son returned hither, I for- 
gave thy father, but entreated the bridegroom to 
forego his marriage with thee, telling him all 1 had 
gone through and my present misfortune; I might 
get a wife, I said, from amongst friends, but outside 
their circle ’twas no easy task for one exiled like my- 
self from home. Thereat he grew abusive, taunting 
me with my mother’s murder and those blood- 
boltcred fiends. And I was humbled by the fortunes 
of my house, and though ’tis true, I grieved, yet did 
I endure my sorrow, and reluctantly departed, 
robbed of thy promised hand. Now therefore, since 
thou findest thy fortune so abruptly changed and 
art fallen thus on evil days and hast no help, I will 
take thee hence and place thee in thy father’s hands. 
For kinship hath strong claims, and in adversity 
there is naught better than a kinsman’s kindly aid. 

He, As for my marriage, my father must look to 
it; ’tis not for me to decide that. Yes, take me hence 
as soon as may be, lest my husband come back to 
his house before I am gone, or Peleus hear that 1 am 
deserting his son’s abode and pursue me on horse- 
back. 

Or. Rest easy about the old man’s power; and, as 
for Achilles* son with all his insolence to me, never 
fear him ; such a crafty net this hand hath woven and 
set for his death with knots that none can loose; 
whereof I will not speak before the time, but, when 
my plot begins to work, Delphi’s rock will witness 
it. If but my allies in the Pythian land abide by 
their oaths, this same murderer of his mother will 
show that no one else shall marry thee my rightful 
bride. To his cost will he demand satisfaction of 
King Phoebus for his father’s blood; nor shall his 
repentance avail him, though he is now submitting 
to the god. No! he shall perish miserably by Apollo’s 
hand and my false accusations; so shall he find out 
my enmity. For the deity upsets the fortune of them 
that hate him, and suffers them not to be high- 
minded. Exeunt orestbs and hermione. 

Ch. O Phoebus! who didst fence the hill of Ilium 
with a fair coronal of towers, and thou, ocean-god! 
coursing o’er the main with thy dark steeds, where- 
fore did ye hand over in dishonour your own handi- 
work to the war-god, master of the spear, abandon- 
ing Troy to wretchedness ? Many a well-horsed car 
ye yoked on the banks of Simois, and many a bloody 
tournament did ye ordain with never a prize to win; 
and Ilium’s princes are dead and gone; no longer in 
Troy is seen the blaze of fire on altars of the gods 
with the smoke of incense. The son of Atreus is no 
more, slain by the hand of his wife, and she herself 
hath paid the debt of blood by death, and from her 
children’s hands received her doom. The god’s own 
bidding from his oracle was levelled against her, in 
the day that Agamemnon’s son set forth from Argos 
and visited his shrine; so he slew her, aye, spilt his 
own mother’s blood. O Phoebus, O thou power di- 
vine, how can I believe the story? Anon wherever 
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Helleoi^ gatlier* wm beaad the vokeof iamentatioii, eyes with the sight. And this, it sems, cattsed stis- 

ikiothcn weeping o’er their children's fate, as they picion ; for the folk, who dwell near the god's sHrine, 

lelt their homes to mate with strangers. Ah I thou began to collect in groups, while Agamemnon's son, 

art not the only one, nor thy dear ones either, on going to and fro through the town, would whisper 

whom the cloud of grief hath fallen. Hellas had to m each man's ear malignant hints: **Do ye see yon 

bear the visitation, and thence the scourge crossed fellow, going in and out of the god's trcasure- 

to Phrygia's fruitful fields, raining the blo^y drops chambers, which arc full of the gold stored there by 

the deam-god loves. all mankind ? He is come hither a second time on 

Eft/er PELEtJs. the same mission as before, eager to sack the temple 

Fe. Ye dames of Phthia, answer my questions. I of Phoebus." Thereon there ran an angry murmur 

heard a vague rumour that the daughter of Mcnc- through the city, and the magistrates flocked to 

laus had left these halls and fled; so now am I come their council'chamber, while those, who have charge 

in hot haste to learn if this be true; for it is the duty of the god's treasures, had a guard privately placed 

of those who are at home to labour in the interests amongst the colonnades. But we, knowing naught 

of their absent friends. as yet of this, took sheep fed in the pastures of Par- 

CA, Thou hast heard aright, O Peleus; ill would nassus, and went our way and stationed ourselves 

it become me to hide the evil case in which I now at the altars with vouchers and Pythian seers. And 

find myself; our queen has fled and left these halls, one said: “What prayer, young warrior, wouldst thou 

Fe. What was she afraid of? explain that to me. have us offer to*the god r Wherefore art thou come ? 

CA.She was fearful her lord would cast her out. And he answered: “I wish to make atonement to 

Pe.In return for plotting his child's death ? surely Phoebus for my past transgression ; for once I earned 

not ? from him satisfaction for my father’s blood.” Tmerc- 

CA. Y ea, and she was afraid of yon captive. upon the rumour, spread by Orestes, proved totoave 

Pp. With whom did she leave the house? with her great weight, suggesting that my master was lying 

fiither? and had come on a shameful errand. But he crosses 

CA. The son of Agamemnon came and took her the threshold of the temple to pray to Phcebus'bc- 

hence. fore his oracle, and was busy with his burnt-offering; 

P(p. What view hath he to further thereby? Will when a body of men arm^ with swords set them- 

he marry her? selves in ambush against him in the cover of the 

CA. Yes, and he is plotting thy grandson's death. bay-trees, and Clytaemnestra's son, that had con- 

Pe. From an ambuscade, or meeting him fairly trived the whole plot was one of them. There stood 

face to face ? the young man praying to the god in sight of all, 

CA. In the holy place of Loxias, leagued with when lol with their sharp swords they stabbed Achil- 

Delphians. les' unprotected son from behind. But he steppled 

'Pr. God help usl This is an immediate danger, back, fork was not a mortal wound he had received. 

Hasten one of you with all speed to the Pythian and drew his sword, and snatching armour from the 

altar and tell our friends there what has happened pegs where it hung on a pillar, took his stand upon 

here, ere Achilles' son be slain by his enemies. the altar-steps, the picture of a warrior grim; then 

A MESSENGER, cried he to the sons of Delphi, and asked them: 

Messenger* Woe worth the day! what evil tidings “Why seek to slay me when I am come on a holy 

have I brought for thee, old sire, and for all who love mission? What cause is there why I should die?” 

my master! woe is me! But of all that throng of bystanders, no man an- 

Pe. Alas! my prophetic soul hath a presentiment. swered him a word, but they set to hurling stones. 

Mes. Aged Peleus, hearken! Thy grandson is no Then he, though bruised and battered by the show- 

more; so grievously is he smitten by the men of ers of missiles kom all sides, covered himself behind 

Delphi and the stranger^ from Mycense. his mail and tried to ward off the attack, holding 

CA. Ah! what wilt thou do, old man? Fall not; his shield first here, then there, at arm’s length, but 

uplift thyself. all of no avail; for a storm of darts, arrows and jave- 

Pe. I am a thing of naught; death is come upon lins, hurtling spits with double joints, and butchers' 

me. My voice is choked, my limbs droop beneath knives for slaying steers, came flying at his feet; and 

me. terrible was the war-dance thou haost then seen thy 

Mes* Hearken; if thou art eager also to avenge grandson dance to avoid their marksmanship. At 

thy friends, lift up thyself and hear what happened. hist, when they were hemming him in on all sides, 

Pe* Ah, destiny! how tightly hast thou caught me allowing him no breathing space, he left the shelter 

in thy toils, a poor old man at life's extremest verge! of the altar, the hearth where victims are placed. 

But tell me how he was taken from me, my one and with one bound was on them as on the Tro|aos 

flbn's only child; unwelcome as such news is, I fun of yore; and thev turned and fled like doves when 
iirduki hear it. they see the hawk. Many fell in the confusion; some 

Mer. As soon as we reached the famous soil of wounded, and others trMden down by one another 

iMiAdnis, for three whole days were we feasting our along the narrow passages; and in that hushed bdy 

house uprose unhmy din and echoed back from the 
rocks. Calm and stul my master stood there in hiS 




He, Orestes. 
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^ifiasmg buimev like a fla^k of li^t, t^ from the 
uuoost shrioe there came a voice ot thrilUng horror, 
stirriag the crowd to make a stand. Then fdl Achil- 
W son, smitten through the flank bv some Del- 
phian's biting blade, some fellow that slew him with 
a host to help; and as he fell, there was not one that 
did not stab him, or cast a rock and batter his corpse. 
So his whole body, once so fair, was marred with 
savage wounds. At last they cast the lifeless clay, 
lying near the altar, forth from the fragrant fane. 
And we gathered up his remains forthwith and are 
bringing them to thee, old prince, to mourn and 
weep and honour with a deep-dug tomb. 

Inis is how that prince who vouchsafeth oracles 
to others, that judge of what is right for all the 
world, hath reveng^ himself on Achilles* son, re- 
membering his ancient quarrel as a wicked man 
would. How then can he to wise? 

Exit MESSENGER. 

The body of neoptolemus is carried in on a bier, 

Ch, Lo! e'en now our prince is being carried on a 
bier from Delphi's land unto his home. Woe for him 
and his sad fate, and woe for thee, old sire! for this is 
not the welcome thou wouldst give Achilles* son, 
the lion’s whelp; thyself too by this sad mischance 
dost share his evil lot. 

Pe, Ah! woe is me! here is a sad sight for me to see 
and take unto my halls! Ah me! ah me! I am undone, 
thou city of Thessaly! My line now ends; I have no 
children left me in my home. Oh! the sorrows 1 
seem born to endure! What friend can I look to for 
relief? Ah, dear lips, and cheeks, and hands! Would 
thy destiny had slain thee 'neath Ilium's walls beside 
the banks of Simois! 

Ch, Had he so died, my aged lord, he had won him 
honour thereby, and thine had been the happier lot. 

Pe, O marriage, marriage, woe to thee! tnou bane 
of my home, thou destroyer of my city! Ah my 
child, my boy! would that the honour of wedding 
thee, fraught with evil as it was to my children and 
house, had not thrown o'er thee, my son, Hermi- 
one's deadly net! O that the thunderbolt had slain 
her sooner! and that thou, rash mortal, hadst never 
charged the great god Phoebus with aiming that 
murderous shaft that spilt thy hero-father's blood! 

Ch, Woe! woe! alas! With due observance of fun- 
eral rites will 1 begin the mourning for my dead 
master. 

Pe, Alack and well-a-day! 1 take up the tearful 
dirge, ah me! old and wretched as I am. 

Ch, *Tis Heaven’s decree; God willed this heavy 
stroke. 

Pe, O darling child, thou hast left me all alone in 
my halls, old and childless by thy loss. 

Ch, Thou shouldst have died, old sire, before thy 
children. 

Be, Shall I not tear my hair, and smite upon mv 
head with grievous blows? O city! of both my chil- 
dren hath Phoebus robbed me. 

Ch, What evils thou hast suffered, what sorrows 
thou hast seen, thou poor old man! what shall be 
thy life hereafter? 


Pe, Chikiless, desolate, mth no Kmtt to my giirff, 

1 must drain the cup of woe, until I die. 

Ch. 'Twas all in vain the gods wished thee joy cm 
thy wedding day. 

Pe. All my hopes have flown away, fallen sheurt of 
my high boasts. 

Ch, A lonely dweller in a lonely home art thou. 

Pe, I have no city any longer; there! on the ground 
my sceptre do I cast; and thou, daughter of Nereus, 
'neath thy dim grotto, shalt see me grovelling in the 
dust, a ruined king. 

Ch, Look, look! (A dim form of divine appearance 
is seen hovering in mid air) What is that moving? 
what influence divine am I conscious of? L(x>k, maid- 
ens, mark it well; sec, yonder is some deity, wafted 
through the lustrous air and alighting on the plains 
of Phthia, home of steeds. 

THETIS descends onto the stage, 

Thetis, O Pcleus! because of my wedded days with 
thee now long agone, I Thetis am come from the 
halls of Nereus. And first I counsel thee not to grieve 
to excess in thy present distress, for I too who need 
ne'er have born children to my sorrow, have lost 
the child of our love, Achilles swift of foot, foremost 
of the sons of Hellas. Next will 1 declare why I am 
come, and do thou give ear. Carry yonder corpse, 
Achilles’ son, to the Pythian altar and there bury 
it, a reproach to Delphi, that his tomb may proclaim 
the violent death he met at the hand of Orestes. 
And for his captive wife Andromache— she must 
dwell in the Molossian land, united in honourable 
wedlock with Helenus, and with her this babe, the 
sole survivor as he is of all the line of i&cus, for 
from him a succession of prosperous kings of Molos- 
sia is to go on unbroken; for the race that springs 
from thee and me, my aged lord, must not thus be 
brought to naught; no! nor Troy's line either; for 
her fate too is cared for by the gods, albeit her fall 
was due to the eager wish of Pallas. Thee too, that 
thou mayst know the saving grace of wedding me, 
will I, a goddess born and daughter of a god, release 
from all the ills that flesh is heir to and make a deity 
to know not death nor decay. From henceforth in 
the halls of Nereus shalt thou dwell with me, god 
and goddess together; thence shalt thou rise dry- 
shod from out the main and see Achilles, our dear 
son, settled in his island-home by the strand of Leuce, 
that is girdled by the Euxine sea. But get thee to 
Delphi's god-built town, carrying this corpse with 
thee, and, after thou hast buried him, return and 
settle in the cave which time hath hollowed in the 
Sepian rock and there abide, till from the sea 1 come 
with choir of fifty Nereids to be thy escort thence; 
for fate’s decree thou must fulfil; such is the pleasure 
of Zeus. Cease then to mourn the dead; this is the 
lot which heaven assigns to all, and all must pay 
their debt to death. 

Pe. Great queen, my honoured wife, from Nereus 
sprung, all hail! thou art acting herein as befits thy- 
self and thy children. So 1 will stay m^r grief at thy 
bidding, goddess, and, when I have burid the dead, 
will se^ the glens of Pelion, even the f^ce where t 
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fiir tfay bye, thy loyalty and &kQdU 0 esa to me; br 
thou alone of all my friends wouldst still honour 
poor Orestes, in spite of the grievous plight whereto 
1 am reduced by i^gisthus, who with my accursed 
mother’s aid slew my sire. 1 am come from Apollo’s 

r ic shrine to the soil of Argos, without the knowl' 
of any, to avenge my Other’s death upon his 
murderers. Last night I went unto his tomb and 
wept thereon, cutting off my hair as an offering and 
Inuring o’er the grave the blood of a sheep for sac- 
rifice, unmarked by those who lord it o’er this land. 
And now though I enter not the walled town, yet 
by coming to the borders of the land I combine two 
objects; I can escape to another country if any spy 
me out and recognize me, and at the same time seek 
my sister, for 1 am told she is a maid no longer but 
is married and living here, that I may meet her, and 
after enlisting her aid in the deed of blood, learn for 
certain what is happening in the town. Let us now, 
since dawn is uplifting her radiant eye, step aside 
from this path. For maybe some labouring man or 
serving maid will come in sight, of whom we may 
inquire whether it is here that my sister hath her 
home. Lol yonder 1 see a servant bearing a full 
pitcher of water on her shaven head; let us sit down 
and make inquiry of this bondmaid, if haply we 
may glean some tidings of the matter which brought 
us hither, Pylades. (They retire a little) 

Re-etoer electra. 
EL Bestir thy lagging feet, ’tis high time; on, 
on o’er thy path of tears! ah misery! I am Agamem- 
non’s daughter, she whom Clytaemnestra, hateful 
child of Tyndareus, bare; hapless Electra is the name 
my countrymen call me. Ah mel for my cruel lot, 
my hateful existence! O my father Agamemnon! in 
Hades art thou laid, butchered by thy wife and 
i£^thus. Come, raise with me that dirge once more; 
uplift the woful strain that brings relief. On, on 
o’er thy path of tears! ah misery! And thou, poor 
brother, in what city and house art thou a skve, 
leaving thy suffering sister behind in the halls of our 
fathers to drain the cup of bitterness? Oh! come, 
great Zeus, to set me free from this life of sorrow, 
and to avenge my sire in the blood of his foes, bring- 
ing the wanderer home to Argos. 

Take this pitcher from my head, put it down, 
that I may wake betimes, while it is yet night, my 
lamentation for my sire, my doleful chant, my dirge 
of death, for thee, my father in thy grave, whidi 
day by diay 1 do rehearse, rending my skin with my 
liails, and smiting on my shaven head in mourning 
thy death. Woe, woe! rend the cheek; like a 
swan with clear loud note beside the brimming river 
calling to its parent dear that lies a-dying in the 
meriies of the crafty net, so I bewail thee, my hap- 
less sire, after that frtal bath of thine laid out most 
^teously in death. 

Oh! the horror of that axe which hacked thee 
> so crueilv, my sire! oh! the bitter thought that 
pfomptea thy return from Troy! With no gar- 
knds Of victor’s crowns did thy wife welcome 
thee; but with his two-edged sword she made thee 


the Sad sport of iSgisthus and tept her treachefous 
paramour. 

Enter chorus of argivs coumnY-woMSN. 

Chorus, O Electra, daughter of Agamemnon, to 
thy rustic cot 1 come, for a messenger bath arrived, a 
highlander from Mycenae, one who lives on milk, 
announcing that the Argives are proclaiming a sac- 
rifice for the third day from now, and all our maidens 
are to go to Hera’s temple. 

EL Kind friends, my heart is not set on festivity, 
nor do necklaces of gold cause any flutter in mv 
sorrowing bosom, nor will I stand up with the maid- 
ens of Argos to beat my foot in the mazy dance* 
Tears have been my meat day and night; ah misery! 
See my unkempt hair, my tattered dress; are they 
fit for a princess, a daughter of Agamemnon, or for 
Troy which once thought of my father as its captor ? 

Ch. Mighty is the goddess; so come, and borrow 
of me broiderechfobes for apparel and jewels qf gold 
that add a further grace to beauty’s charms! Dost 
think to triumph o’er thy foes by tears, if thou hon- 
our not the gods? ’Tis not by lamentation but by 
pious prayers to heaven that thou, my daugmer, 
wilt make fortune smile on thee. \ 

El, No god hearkens to the voice of lost Eledtra, 
or heeds the sacrifices offered by my father long s^o. 
Ah woe for the dead! woe for the living wanderer, 
who dwelleth in some foreign land, an outcast and 
a vagabond at a menial board, sprung though he is 
of a famous sire! Myself, toO, in a poor man’s hut 
do dwell, wasting my soul with grief, an exile from 
my father’s halls, here by the scarred hill-side; while 
my mother is wedded to a new husband in a mar- 
riage stained by blood. j 

Ch, Many a woe to Hellas and thy house did 
Helen, thy mother’s sister, cause. 

EL Ha! (Catching sight of orestes and pylades) 
Friends, I break on my lament; yonder are stran- 
gers just leaving the place of ambush where they 
were couching, and making for the house. We must 
seek to escape the villains by flying, thou along the 
path and I into my cott^e. 

Or, Stay, poor maid; £ar no violence from me. 

EL O Pheebus Apollo! I beseech thee spare my 
life. 

Or, Give me the lives of others more my foes 
than thou! 

EL Begone! touch me not! thou hast no right to. 

Or. There is none 1 have better right to touch. 

EL How is it then thou waylayest me, sword in 
hand, near my house? 

Or, Wait and hear, and thou wilt soon agree with 
me. 

EL Here I stand; I am in thy power in any case, 
since thou art the stronger. 

Or. I am come to thee with news of thy brother. 

EL O best of friends! is he alive or dead ? 

Or. Alive; I would fain give thee my good news 
first. 

EL God bless thee! in return for thy welcome 
tidings. 

Or. lamprepared tosharethatblesslngbetwcaatis. 


538 





£/* in wliat hud ts my poor brother spetidmg ius 
dreary exile? 

Or. His rwned life does not conform to the cus* 
toms of any one city. 

£/. Surely he does not want for daily bread ? 

Or. Bread he has, but an exile is a helpless man 
at best. 

El What is this message thou hast brought from 
him? 

Or. He asks, **Art thou alive? and if so, How art 
thou faring?” 

El Well, first thou seest how haggard I am grown 

Or. So wasted with sorrow that I weep for thee. 

El Next mark my head, shorn and shaven like a 
Scythian’s. 

Or. Thy brother’s fate and father’s death no doubt 
distress thee. 

El Yes, alas! for what have I more dear than 
these? 

Or. Ah! and what dost thou suppose is dearer to 
thy brother? 

El He is far away, not here to show his love to me. 

Or. Wherefore art thou living here far from the 
city ? 

El 1 am wedded, sir; a fatal match! 

Or. Alas! for thy brother; I pity him. Is thy hus- 
band of Mycenae? 

El He is not the man to whom my father ever 
thought of betrothing me. 

Or. Tell me all, that I may report it to thy brother. 

El I live apart from my husband in this house. 

Or. The only fit inmate would be a hind or herd. 

El Poor he is, yet he displays a generous con- 
sideration for me. 

Or. Why, what is this consideration that attaches 
to thy husband ? 

El He has never presumed to claim from me a 
husband’s rights. 

Or. Is he under a vow of chastity ? or does he 
disdain thee? 

El He thought he had no right to Hout my an- 
cestry. 

Or. How was it he was not overjoyed at winning 
uch a bride? 

£/. He does not recognize the right of him who 
disposed of my hand. 

Or. I understand; he was afraid of the vengeance 
of Orestes hereafter. 

El There was that fear, but he was a virtuous 
man as well. 

Or. Ah! a noble nature this! He deserves kind 
treatment. 

El Yes, if ever the wanderer return. 

Or. But did thy own mother eivc in to this? 

El *Tts her husband, not her children that a woman 
loves, sir stranger. 

Or. Wherefore did i^gisthus put this affront on 
thee? 

El Hb design in gi ving me to such a husband was 
to weaken my offspring. 

Or. To prevent thee bearing sons, 1 suppose, who 
shoidd punish him? 


Ef. That was hb plan; God grant I may avefige 
me on him for it! 

Or. Does thy mother’s husband know that thou 
art yet a maid? 

El He does not; our silence robs him of that 
knowledge. 

Or. Are these women friends of thine, who over- 
hear our talk? 

El They are, and they will keep our conversation 
perfectly secret. 

Or. What could Orestes do in this matter, if he 
iUd return? 

El Canst thou ask? Shame on thee for that! Is 
not this the time for action ? 

Or. But suppose he comes, how could he slay hb 
father’s murderers? 

El By boldly meting out the same hite that hb 
father had meted out to him by hb foes. 

Or. Wouldst thou be brave enough to help him 
slay hb mother? 

El Aye, with the self-same axe that drank my 
father’s blood. 

Or. Am I to tell him this, and that thy purpose 
firmly holds? 

El Once I have shed my mother’s blood o’er hb, 
then welcome death! 

Or. Ah! would Orestes were standing near to hear 
that! 

El I should not know him, sir, if I saw him. 

Or. No wonder; you were both children when 
you parted. 

El There is only one of my friends would recog- 
nize him. 

Or. The man maybe who is said to have snatched 
him away from being murdered ? 

El Yes, the old servant who tended my fiither’s 
childhood long ago. 

Or. Did thy father’s corpse obtain burial? 

El Such burial as it was, after hb body had been 
flung forth from the palace. 

Or, O God! how awful is thy story! Yes, there is 
a feeling, arising even from another’s distress, that 
wrings the human heart. Say on, that when I know 
the loveless tale, which yet I needs must hear, I may 
carry it to thy brother. For pity, though it has no 
place in clownish natures, is inborn in the wise; still 
it may cause mischief to find excessive cleverness 
amongst the wise. 

Ch, I too am animated by the same desire as the 
stranger. For dwelling so far from the city I know 
nothing of the town’s scandals, and I should like to 
hear about them now myself. 

El I will tell you, if I may; and surely I may tcH 
a friend about my own and my fEither’s grievous 
mbfortunes. Now since thou movest me to speak, I 
entreat thee, sir, teU Orestes of our sorrows; first, 
describe the dress I wear, the load of squalor that 
oppresses me, the hovel I inhabit after my ro^al 
home; tell him how hard I have to work at weaving 
clothes myself or else go barely clad and do withou't ; 
how I carry home on my head water from the brook; 
no part have I in holy festival, no place amid the 
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danbe; a maiden still I turn from married dames and thee to frustrate thy marriage, because he will not 
from Castor too, to whom they betrothed me be- shame Orestes? 

fore he joined the heavenly host, for I was his kins- EL This is he whom they call my husband, woe 
woman. Meantime my mother, ’mid the spoils of is me! 

Troy, is seated on her throne, and at her footstool Or. Ah! there is no sure mark to recognize a man’s 
slaves from Asia stand and wait, captives of my worth; for human nature hath in it an element of 

father’s spear, whose Trojan robes arc fastened with confusion. For instance, I have seen ere now the son 

brooches of gold. And there on the wall my father’s of a noble sire prove himself a worthless knave, and 

blood still leaves a deep dark stain, while his mur- virtuous children sprung from evil parents; likewise 

dcrer mounts the dead man’s car and fareth forth, dearth in a rich man’s spirit, and in a poor man’s 

proudly grasping in his blood-stained hands the seep- frame a mighty soul. By what standard then shall 

tre with which Agamemnon would marshal the sons we rightly judge these things? By wealth? An evil 

of Hellas. Dishonoured lies his grave; naught as yet test to use. By poverty then ? Nay, poverty suffers 

hath it received a drink outpoured or myrtle-spray, from this, that it teaches a man to play the villain 

but bare of ornament his tomb is left. Yea, and ’tis from necessity. To martial prowess must I turn? 

said that noble hero who is wedded to my mother. But who could pronounce who is the valiant man 

in his drunken fits, doth leap upon the grave, and merely from the look of his spear? Better is it to 

pelt with stones my father’s monument, boldly gib- leave these matters to themselves without troubling, 

ing at us on this wise, “Where is thy son Orestes? For here is a Ai3n of no account in Argos, wih no 

Is he ever coming in his glory to defend thy tomb ?’’ family reputation to boast, one of the common Iherd, 

Thus is Orestes flouted behind his back. Oh! tell proved a very hero. A truce to your folly! yqsclf- 

him this, kind sir, I pray thee. And there be many deceivers, swollen with idle fancies; learn to jWge 

calling him to come—I am but their mouthpiece — men by their converse, and by their habits decide 

these suppliant hands, this tongue, my broken heart, who are noble. Such are they who rule aright opth 

my shaven head, and his own father too. For ’tis states and families; while those forms of flesh, )^c- 

shamcful that the sire should have exterminated void of intellect, are but figure-heads in the market- 

Troy’s race and the son yet prove too weak to pit place. The strong arm, again, no more than the 

himself against one foe unto the death, albeit he has weak awaits the battle-shock, for this depends on 

youth and better blood to boot. natural courage. Well! absent or present, Agamem- 

Ch. Lo! here is thy husband hurrying homeward, non’s son, whose business brings us here, deserves 

his day’s work done. this of us, so let us accept a lodging in this house. 

Pc. {Entering and catching sight of strangers talking {Calling to his servants) Ho! sirrahs, go within. A 

to electra) Ha! who are these strangers I see at my humble host, who does his best, in preference to a 

door? And why arc they come hither to my rustic wealthy man for me! And so I thankfully accept 

gate? can they want my help? for ’tis unseemly for this peasant’s proffered welcome, though I could 

a woman to stand talking with young men. have preferred that thy brother were conducting 

EL Dear husband, be not suspicious of me. For me to share his fortune in his halls. Maybe he yet 

thou shalt hear the truth; these strangers have come will come; for the oracles of Loxias are sure, but to 

to bring me news of Orestes. Good sirs, pardon him man’s divining “Farewell” say I. 

those words. Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

Pc. What say they? is that hero yet alive and in Ch, Electra, I feel a warmer glow of joy suffuse 
the light of day? my heart than ever heretofore; perchance our for- 

EL He is; at least they say so, and I believe tunc, moving on at last, will find a happy resting- 
them. place. 

Pc. Surely then he hath some memory of his father EL O reckless man, why didst thou welcome 

and thy wrongs? strangers like these, so far beyond thy station, know- 

EL These are things to hope for; a man in exile is ing the poverty of thy house? 
helpless. ?e. Why ? if they are really as noble as they seem. 

Pc. What message have they brought from Orestes? surely they will be equally content with rich or 

EL He sent them to spy out my evil case. humble fare. 

Pc. Well, they only see a part of it, though maybe EL Well, since thou hast made this error, poor 
thou art telling them the rest. man as thou art, go to my father’s kind old foster- 

EL They know all; there is nothing further they sire; on the bank of the river Tanaus, the boundary 

need ask. ’twixt Argos and the land of Sparta, he tends his 

Pf. Long ere this then shouldst thou have thrown flocks, an outcast from the city; bid him come hither 

open our doors to them. Enter, sirs; for in return to our house and make some provision for the stran- 

for your good tidings, shall ye find such cheer as my gers’ entertainment. Glad will he be, and will offer 

house affords. Ho! servants, take their baggage with- thanks to heaven to hear that the child, whom once 

in; make no excuses, for ye are friends sent by one he saved, is yet alive. I shall pt nothing from my 

I love; and poor though I am, yet will I never show mother from my ancestral halls; for we should rue 

meanness in my habits. our message, were she to learn, unnatural wretchl 

Or. ’Fore heaven! is this the man who is helping that Orestes liveth. 
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Pe. I will take this message to the old man, if it 
seem good to thee; but get thee in at once and there 
make ready. A woman, when she chooses, can find 
dainties in plenty to garnish a feast. Besides, there 
is quite enough in the house to satisfy them with 
victuals for one day at least. *Tis in such cases, when 
I come to muse thereon, that I discern the mighty 
power of wealth, whether to give to strangers, or to 
expend in curing the body when it falls sick; but 
our daily food is a small matter; for all of us, rich 
as well as poor, are in like case, as soon as we are 
satisfied. 

Exeunt electra and peasant. 

Ch, Ye famous ships, that on a day were brought 
to land at Troy by those countless oars, what time 
ye led the Nereid’s dance, where the dolphin music- 
loving rolled and gambolled round your dusky 
prows, escorting Achilles, nimble son of Thetis, 
when he went with Agamemnon to the banks of 
Trojan Simois; when Nereids left Euboea’s strand, 
bringing from Hephaestus’ golden forge the harness 
he had fashioned for that warrior’s use; him long 
they sought o’er Pelion and Ossa’s spurs, ranging 
the sacred glens and the peaks of Nymphaea, where 
his knightly sire was training up a light for Hellas, 
even the sea-born son of Thetis, a warrior swift to 
help the sons of Atreus. 

One that came from Ilium, and set foot in the 
haven of Nauplia, told me that on the circle of thy 
far-famed targe, O son of Thetis, was wrought this 
blazon, a terror to the Phrygians; on the rim of the 
buckler Perseus with winged sandals, was bearing 
in his hand across the main the Gorgon’s head, just 
severed by the aid of Hermes, the messenger of 
Zeus, that rural god whom Maia bore; while in the 
centre of the shield the sun’s bright orb flashed light 
on the backs of his winged coursers; there too was 
the heavenly choir of stars, Pleiades and Hyades, to 
dazzle Hector’s eyes and make him flee; and upon 
his gold-forged helm were sphinxes, bearing in their 
talons the prey of which the minstrels sing;i on his 
breast-plate was a lioness breathing flame, her eye 
upon Peirenc’s steed, in eagerness to rend it. There 
too in murderous fray four-footed steeds were pranc- 
ing, while o’er their backs uprose dark clouds of 
dust. But he who led these warriors stout, was slain 
by wedding thee, malignant child of Tyndareus! 
Wherefore shall the gods of heaven one day send 
thee to thy doom, and I shall yet live to see the 
sword at thy throat, drinking its crimson tide. 

Enter old man. 

Old Man. Where is the young princess, my mis- 
tress, Agamemnon’s daughter, whom I nursed in 
days gone by? Ohl how steep is the approach to this 
house, a hard climb for these old wasted feet of 
mine! Still, to reach such friends as these, 1 must 
drag my bent old back and tottering knees up it. 
Ah, daughter!— for I see thee now at thy door— lo! 
I have brought thee this tender lamb from my own 
flock, having taken it from its dam, with garlands 

V.tf. carrying off a man. 


too and cheese straight from the press, and this 
flask of choke old wine with fragrant bouquet; *tis 
small perhaps, but ]^ur a cup thereof into saaxt 
weaker drink, and it is a luscious draught. Let some 
one carry these gifts into the house for the guests; 
for I would fain wipe from my eyes the rising tears 
on this tattered cloak. 

EL Why stands the tear-drop in thine eye, old 
friend ? Is it that my sorrows have been recall^ to 
thee after an interval? or art thou bewailing the sad 
exile of Orestes, and my father’s fate, whom thou 
didst once fondle in thy arms, in vain, alas! for thee 
and for thy friends? 

O.M. All yes! in vain; but still I could not bear to 
leave him thus; and so I added this to my journey 
that I sought his grave, and, falling thereupon, wept 
o’er its desolation; then did I open the wine-skin, 
my gift to thy guests, and poured a libation, and set 
myrtle-sprigs round the tomb. And lo! upon the 
grave itself I saw a black ram had been offered, and 
there was blood, not long poured forth, and severed 
locks of auburn hair. Much I wondered, my daugh- 
ter, who had dared approach the tomb; certainly 
*twas no Argive. Nay, thy brother may perchance 
have come by stealth, and going thither have done 
honour to his father’s wretched grave. Look at the 
hair, compare it with thy own, to see if the colour 
of these cut locks is the same; for children in whose 
veins runs the same father’s blood, have usually a 
close bodily resemblance in most points. 

El. Old sir, thy words are unworthy of a wise 
man, if thou thinkest my own brave brother would 
have come to this land by stealth for fear of ^Egis- 
thus. In the next place how should our hair corre- 
spond ? His is the hair of a gallant youth trained up 
in manly sports, mine a woman’s curled and combed; 
nay, that is a hopeless clue. Besides, thou couldst 
find many, whose hair is of the same colour, albeit 
not sprung from the same blood. No, maybe ’twas 
some stranger cut off his hair in pity at his tomb, 
or one that came to spy this land privily. 

O.M. Put thy foot in the print of his shoe 
and mark whether it correspond with thine, my 
child. 

El. How should the foot make any impression on 
stony ground ? and if it did, the foot of brother and 
sister would not be the same in size, for a man’s is 
the larger. 

O.M. Hast thou no mark, in case thy brother 
should come, whereby to recognize the weaving of 
thy loom, the robe wherein I snatched him from 
death that day ? 

El. Dost thou forget I was still a babe when Ores- 
tes left the country ? and even if I had woven him 
a robe, how should he, a mere child then, be wear- 
ing the same now, unless our clothes and bodies 
grow together? 

O.M. Where are these guests? I fain would ques- 
tion them face to face about thy brother. 

EL There they are, in haste to leave the house. 

Enter orestes and pylades. 

O.M. Wellborn, it seems, but that may be a 
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for there be j^ty such i»rove knaves. Still 
1 ^ve them erecting. 

Or. All hail, father I To which of thy friends, Elec- 
tra, does this old relic of mortality belong? 

EL This is he who nursed my sire, sir stranger. 

Or, What! do I behold him who removed thy 
brother out of harm’s way? 

EL Behold the man who saved his life; if, that is, 
he liveth still. 

Or. Ha! why does he look so hard at me, as if he 
were examining the bright device on silver coin? 
•Is he finding in me a likeness to some other? 

EL Maybe he is glad to see in thee a companion of 
Orestes. 

Or. A man 1 love full well. But why is he walking 
round me? 

EL I, too, am watching his movements with amaze, 
sir stranger. 

0,M. My honoured mistress, my daughter Elec- 
tra, return thanks to heaven — 

EL For past or present fiivours? which? 

O.Af. That thou hast found a treasured prize, 
which God is now revealing. 

El. Hear me invoke the gods. But what dost thou 
mean, old man? 

O.Af. Behold before thee, my child, thy nearest 
and dearest. 

EL 1 have long feared thou wert not in thy sound 
senses. 

O.Af. Not in my sound senses, because I see thy 
brother? 

EL What mean’st thou, aged friend, by these 
astounding words? 

O.Af. That I see Orestes, Agamemnon’s son, be- 
fore me. 

EL What mark dost see that I can trust ? 

O.M. A scar along his brow, where he fell and cut 
himself one day in his father’s home when chasing 
a fiiwn with thee. 

EL Is it possible ? True; I see the mark of the fall. 

O.Af. Dost hesitate then to embrace thy own 
dear brother ? 

EL No! not any longer, old friend; for my soul is 
convinced by the tokens thou showest. O my brother, 
thou art come at last, and 1 embrace thee, little as 
1 ever thought to. 

Or. And thee to my bosom at last 1 press. 

El. I never thought that it would happen. 

Or. All hope in me was also dead. 

El. Art thou really he? 

Or. Aye, thy one and only champion, if I can but 
safely draw to shore the cast I mean to throw; and 
I feel sure 1 shall; else must we cease to believe in 
gods, if wrong is to triumph o’er right. 

€h. At last, at last appears thy radiant dawn, O 
happy day! and as a beacon to the city hast thou 
revved the wanderer, who, long ago, poor boy! 
Was exiled from his father’s halls. Now, lady, comes 
our turn for victory, ushered in by some god. Raise 
haud and voice in prayer, beseech the gods that 
good fortune may attend thy brother’s entry to the 
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Or. Enough! sweet thoi^ the laptinre of this 
greeting be, 1 must wait and return it hereslter. Do 
thou, old friend so timely met, tell me how 1 am 
to avenge me on my father's murderer, and on my 
mother, the partner in his guilty marriage. Have 1 
still in Argos any band of kindly fnends? or am I, 
like my fortunes, bankrupt altogether? With whom 
am I to league myself? by night or day shall I ad- 
vance ? point out a road for me to take against these 
foes of mine. 

O.Af. My son, thou hast no friend now in thy 
hour of adversity. No! that is a piece of rare good 
luck, to find another share thy fortunes alike for 
better and for worse. Thou art of every friend com- 
pletely reft, ail hope is gone from thee; be sure of 
what I tell thee; on thy own arm and fortune art 
thou wholly thrown to win thy father’s home and 
thy city. ^ , 

Or. What Itxfiist I do to compass this resuk? 

O.Af. Slay Thyestes’ son and thy mother! 

Or. I came to win that victor’s crown, but how 
can I attain it ? \ 

O.M. Thou wouldst never achieve it if thou didst 
enter the walls. \ 

Or. Are they manned with guards and armeqsen- 
tincls? ' 

O.Af. Aye truly; for he is afraid of thee, and can- 
not sleep secure. 

Or. Well then, do thou next propose a scheme, 
old friend. 

O.Af. Hear me a moment; an idea has just oc- 
curred to me. 

Or. May thy counsel prove good, and my per- 
ception keen! I 

O.Af. I saw iEgisthus, as I was slowly pacing 
hither— 

Or. I welcome thy words. Where was he ? 

O.Af. Not far from these fields, at his stables. 

Or. What was he doing? I see a gleam of hope 
after our dilemma. 

O.Af. I thought he was preparing a feast for the 
Nymphs. 

Or. In return for the bringing up of children or 
in anticipation of a birth? 

O.Af. All I know is this, he was preparing to sac- 
rifice oxen. 

Or. How many were with him? or was he alone 
with his servants? 

O.Af. There was no Argive there; only a band of 
his own followers. 

Or. Is it possible that any of them will recognize 
me, old man? 

O.Af. They are only servants, and they have nev- 
er even seen thee. 

Or. Will they support me, if I prevail? 

O.Af. Yes, that is the way of slaves,' luckily for 
thee. 

Or. On what pretext can 1 approach him? 

O.Af. Go to some place where he will see thee as 
he sacrifices. 

Or. His estate is close to the road then, 1 
suppose. 
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OM, and wlm he tees tbee thete, he will 
invite thei^ to the £east« 

Or. So help me God! He shall rue his invitatioa. 

O.M. After that, form thy own plan according to 
circumstances. 

Or. Good advicel But my mother, where is die? 

O.Af. At Argos; but she will yet join her husband 
for the feast. 

Or. Why did she not come forth with him? 

O.Af. From fear of the citizens’ reproach she 
stayed behind. 

Or. 1 understand; she knows that the city sus- 
pects her. 

OM. Just so; her wickedness makes her hated. 

Or. How shall I slay her and him together? 

EL Mine be thepreparationof my mother’s slayingl 

Or. Well, as for that other matter, fortune will 
favour us. 

EL Our old friend here must help us both. 

OM. Aye, that will I; but what is thy scheme for 
slaying thy mother? 

EL Go, old man, and tell Clytaemnestra from me 
that I have given birth to a son. 

OM. Some time ago, or quite recently? 

EL Ten days ago, which are the days of my purifi- 
cation. 

O.M. Suppose it done; but how doth this help 
towards slaying thy mother? 

EL She will come, when she hears of my confine- 
ment. 

OM. What] dost think she cares aught for thee, 
my child? 

EL Oh yes! she will weep no doubt over my 
child’s low rank. 

O.M. Perhaps she may; but go back again to the 
point. 

EL Her death is certain, if she comes. 

O.M. In that case, let her come right up to the 
door of the house. 

EL Why then it were a little thing to turn her 
steps into the road to Hades’ halls. 

O.M. Oh! to see this one day, then die! 

EL First of all, old friend, act as my brother’s 
guide. 

O.M. To the place where dEgisthus is now sacri- 
ficing to the gods? 

EL Then go, find my mother and give her my 
message. 

O.M. Aye that I will, so that she shall think the 
very words are thine. 

EL (To ORESTEs) Thy work begins at once; thou 
hast drawn the first lot in the tragedy. 

Or. 1 will go, if some one will show me the way. 

O.M. 1 will myself conduct thee nothing loth. 

Or. O Zieus, god of my fathers, vanquisher of my 
foes, have pity on us, for a piteous lot has ours been. 

EL Oh! have pity on thy own descendants. 

Or. O Hera, mistress of Mycense’s altars, grant 
us the victory, if we are asking what is right. 

El. Yes, grant us vengeance on them for our 
father’s death. 

Or. Thou too, my fiither, sent to the land of 


shad^ bv wicked hands, and l^h, the queen of 
all, to whom I ^read my suppliant palms, op^nd 
champion thy dear children. Come with ail the dead 
to aid, all they who helped thee break the Phrygians’ 
power, and all who hate ungodly crime. Dm hear 
me, fother, victim of my mother’s rage? 

EL Sure am I he hcareth all; but ’tis time to part. 
For this cause too I bid thee strike /Egisthus down, 
because, if thou fall in the struggle and perish, I also 
die; no longer number me amongst the living; for 
I will stab myself with a two-edged swoid. And now 
will 1 go indoors and make all ready there, for, if 
there come good news from thee, my house shall 
ring with women’s cries of joy ; but, if thou art slain, 
a difiierent scene must then ensue. These are my 
instructions to thee. 

Or. I know my lesson well. 

EL Then show thyself a man. (Exeunt qrbstes, 
PYLADBS, and OLD man) And you, my friends, sig- 
nal to me by cries the certain issue of this fray. 
Myself will keep the sword ready in my grasp, for 
I will never accept defeat, and yield my baly to my 
enemies to insult. Exit electra. 

Ch. Still the story finds a place in time-honoured 
legends, how on a day Pan, the steward of husband- 
ry, came breathing dulcet music on his joipted pipe, 
and brought with him from its tender dam on Ax- 
give hills, a beauteous lamb with fleece of gold; then 
stood a herald high upon the rock and cried aloud, 
“Away to the place of assembly, ye folk of Mycenae! 
to behold the strange and awful sight vouchsafed 
to our blest rulers.’’ Anon the dancers did obeisance 
to the family of Atreus; the altar-steps of beaten 
gold were draped; and through that Argive town 
the altars blazed with fire; sweetly rose the lute’s 
clear note, the handmaid of the Muse’s song; and 
ballads fair were written on the golden lamb, saying 
that Thyestes had the luck; for he won the guilty 
love of the wife of Atreus, and carried off to his 
house the strange creature, and then coming before 
the assembled folk he declared to them that he had 
in his house that hornM beast with fleece of gold. 
In the self-same hour it was that Zeus changed the 
radiant courses of the stars, the light of the sun, and 
the joyous face of dawn, and drave his car athwart 
the western sky with fervent heat from heaven’s 
fires, while northward fled the rainclouds, and Am- 
mon’s strand grew parched and faint and void of 
dew, when it was robbed of heaven’s genial showers. 
’Tis said, though I can scarce believe it, the sun 
turned round his glowing throne of gold, to vex the 
sons of men by this change because of the quarrel 
amongst them. Still, tales of horror have their use 
in maMng men regard the gods; of whom thou hadst 
no thought, when thou slewest thy husband, thou 
mother of this noble pair. 

Hark! my friends, did ye hear that noise, like 
to the rumbling of an earthquake, or am I the dupe 
of idle fancy? Hark! hark! once more that wind- 
borne sound swells loudly on mine ear. Electra! mis- 
tress mine! come forth from the house! 

EntervtMMA.' 
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EL What is it, good friends? how goes the day 
with us? 

Ch. I hear the cries of dying men; no more I 
know. 

EL I heard them too, far off, but still distinct. 

Ch, Yes, the sound came stealing from afar, but 
yet *twas clear. 

El, Was it the groan of an Argive, or of my friends ? 

Ch, I know not; for the cries are all confused. 

EL That word of thine is my death-warrant; why 
do I delay? 

Ch, Stay, till thou learn thy fate for certain. 

EL No, no; we are vanquished; where are our 
messengers? 

Ch, They will come in time; to slay a king is no 
light task. 

Enter messenger. 

Messenger, All hail! ye victors, maidens of My- 
cenae, to all Orestes* friends his triumph I announce; 
iEgisthus, the murderer of Agamemnon, lies welter- 
ing where he fell; return thanks to heaven. 

EL Who art thou ? What proof dost thou give of 
this? 

Me, Look at me, dost thou not recognize thy 
brother’s servant ? 

EL O best of friends! *twas fear that prevented 
me from recognizing thee; now I know thee well. 
What sayst thou? Is my father’s hateful murderer 
slain? 

Me, He is; I repeat it since it is thy wish. 

Ch, Ye gods, and Justice, whose eye is on all, at 
last art thou come. 

El, I fain would learn the way and means my 
brother took to slay Thyestes’ son. 

Me, After we had set out from this house, we 
struck into the broad high-road, and came to the 
place where was the far-famed King of Mycenae. 
Now he was walking in a garden well-watered, cull- 
ing a wreath of tender myrtle-sprays for his head, 
and when he saw us, he called out, “All hail! stran- 
gers; who are ye? whence come ye? from what 
country ?’’ To him Orestes answered, “We are from 
Thessaly, on our way to Alpheus’ banks to sacrifice 
to Olympian Zeus.” When iEgisthus heard that, he 
said, “Ye must be my guests to-day, and share the 
feast, for I am even now sacrificing to the Nymphs; 
and by rising with tomorrow’s light ye will be just 
as far upon your journey; now let us go within.” 
Therewith he caught us by the hand and led us by 
the way; refuse we could not; and when we were 
come to the house, he gave command: “Bring water 
for my guests to wash forthwith, that they may 
stand around the altar near the laver.” But Orestes 
answered, “*Twas but now we purified ourselves 
and washed us clean in water from the river. So if 
we strangers are to join your citizens in sacrifice, we 
are ready. King >£gisthus, and will not refuse.” So 
ended they their private conference. Meantime the 
servants, that composed their master’s bodyguard, 
laid aside their weapons, and one and all were busied 
at their tasks. Some brought the bowl to catch the 
blood, others took up baskets, while others kindled 
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fire and set cauldrons round about the altars, and 
the whole house rang. Then did thy mother’s hus« 
band take the barley for sprinkling, and began cast- 
ing it upon the hearth with these words, “Ye 
Nymphs, who dwell among the rocks, grant that I 
may often sacrifice with my wife, the daughter of 
Tyndareus within my halls, as happily as now, and 
ruin seize my foes!” (whereby he meant Orestes 
and thyself.) But my master, lowering his voice, 
offered a different prayer, that he might regain his 
father’s house. Next i^gisthus took &om a basket 
a long straight knife, and cutting off some of the 
calf’s hair, laid it with his right hand on the sacred 
fire, and then cut its throat when the servants had 
lifted it upon their shoulders, and thus addressed 
thy brother; “Men declare that amongst the Thes- 
salians this is counted honourable, to cut up a bull 
neatly and to^njanage steeds. So take the knife, sir 
stranger, and sfiow us if rumour speaks true Jabout 
the Thessalians.” Thereon Orestes seized the iborian 
knife of tempered steel and cast from his shonlders 
his graceful buckled robe; then choosing Pylaaes to 
help him in his task, he made the servants With- 
draw, and catching the calf by the hoof, proceeded 
to lay bare its white flesh, with arm outstretched, 
and he flayed the hide quicker than a runner ever 
finishes the two laps of the horses’ race-course; next 
he laid the belly open, and ^/Egisthus took the en- 
trails in his hands and carefully examined them. 
Now the liver had no lobe, while the portal vein 
leading to the gall-bladder, portended a dangerous 
attack on him who was observing it. Dark grows 
i^gisthus’ brow, but my master asks, “Why so des- 
pondent, good sir?” Said he, “I fear treachery from 
a stranger. Agamemnon’s son of all men most I hate, 
and he hates my house.” But Orestes cried, “What! 
fear treachery from an exile! thou the ruler of the 
city ? Ho! take this Dorian knife away and bring me 
a Thessalian cleaver, that we by sacrificial feast may 
learn the will of heaven; let me cleave the breast- 
bone.” And he took the axe and cut it through. 
Now i^gisthus was examining the entrails, separating 
them in his hands, and as he was bending down, thy 
brother rose on tiptoe and smote him on the spine, 
severing the vertebrae of his back; and his body 
gave one convulsive shudder from head to foot and 
writhed in the death-agony. No sooner did his serv- 
ants see it, than they rushed to arms, a host to fight 
with two; yet did Pylades and Orestes of their val- 
iancy meet them with brandished spears. Then cried 
Orestes, “I am no foe that come against this city 
and my own servants, but I have avenged me on the 
murderer of my sire, I, ill-starred Orestes. Slay me 
not, my father’s former thralls!” They, when they 
heard him speak, restrained their spears, and an old 
man, who had been in the family many a long year, 
recognized him. Forthwith they crown thy brother 
with a wreath, and utter shouts of joy. And lo! he is 
coming to show thee the head, not the Gorgon’s, 
but the head of thy hated foe i^gisthus; his death 
to-day has paid in blood a bitter debt of blood. 

Ch, Dear mistress, now with step as light as fiiwn 
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join in the dance; lift high the nimble foot and be 
glad. Victory crowns thy brother; he hath won a 
fciirer wreath than ever victor gained beside the 
streams of Alpheus; so raise a fair hymn to victory, 
the while I dance. 

El. O light of day! O bright careering sun! O 
earth! and night erewhile my only day! now may I 
open my eyes in freedom, for /Egisthus is dead, my 
father’s murderer. Come friends, let me bring out 
whate’er my house contains to deck his head and 
wreath with crowns my conquering brother’s brow. 

Ch. Bring forth thy garlands for his head, and we 
will lead the dance the Muses love. Now shall the 
royal line, dear to us in days gone by, resume its 
sway o’er the realm, having laid low the usurper as 
he deserves. So let the shout go up, whose notes are 
those of joy. 

£>2/er ORESTES and pylades, with corpse of w«gisthus. 

El. Hail! glorious victor, Orestes, son of a sire 
who won the day ’neath Ilium’s walls, accept this 
wreath to bind about the tresses of thy hair. Not in 
vain hast thou run thy course unto the goal and 
reached thy home again; no! but thou hast slain thy 
foe, /^gisthus, the murderer of our father. Thou 
too, O Pylades, trusty squire, whose training shows 
thy father’s sterling worth, receive a garland from 
my hand, for thou no less than he hast a share in 
this emprise; and so I pray, good luck be thine for 
ever! 

Or. First recognize the gods, Electra, as being the 
authors of our fortune, and then praise me their 
minister and fate’s. Yea, I come from having slain 
^gisthus in very deed, no mere pretence; and to 
make thee the more certain of this, I am bringing 
thee his corpse, which, if thou wilt, expose for beasts 
to rend, or set it upon a stake for birds, the children 
of the air, to pray upon; for now is he thy slave, 
once called thy lord and master. 

El. I am ashamed to utter my wishes. 

Or. What is it ? speak out, for thou art through 
the gates of fear. 

El. I am ashamed to flout the dead, for fear some 
spite assail me. 

Or. No one would blame thee for this. 

El. Our folk are hard to please, and love scandal. 

Or. Speak all thy mind, sister; for we entered on 
this feud with him on terms admitting not of truce. 

El. Enough! {Turning to the corpse of i«GisTHus) 
With which of thy iniquities shall I begin my recit- 
al? With which shall I end it? To which allot a 
middle place? And yet I never ceased, as each day 
dawned, to rehearse the story I would tell thee to 
thy fsicc, if ever I were freed from my old terrors; 
and now I am; so I will pay thee back with the abuse 
I fain had uttered to thee when alive. Thou wert 
my ruin, making me and my brother orphans, though 
we had never injured thee, and thou didst make 
a shameful marriage with my mother, having slain 
her lord who led the host of Hellas, though thyself 
didst never go to Troy. Such was thy folly, thou 
didst never dream that my mother would prove 
thy curse when thou didst marry her, though thou 
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wert wronging my father’s hoi^our . Know this ; whoso 
defiles his neighbour’s wife, and afterward is forced 
to take her to himself, is a wretched wight, if he 
supposes she will be chaste as his wife, though she 
sinned against her former lord. Thine was a life 
most miserable, though thou didst pretend *twas 
otherwise; well thou knewest how guilty thy mar- 
riage was, and my mother knew she had a villain for 
husband. Sinners both, ye took each other’s lot, she 
thy fortune, thou her curse. While everywhere in 
Argos thou wouldst hear such phrases as, “that wom- 
an’s husband,** never, “that man’s wife.’’ Yet *tis 
shameful for the wife and not the man to rule the 
house; wherefore I loathe those children, who are 
called in the city not the sons of the man, their 
father, but of their mother. For instance, if a man 
makes a great match above his rank, there is no talk 
of the husband but only of the wife. Herein lay thy 
grievous error, due to ignorance; thou thoughtest 
thyself some one, relying on thy wealth, but this is 
naught save to stay with us a space. *Tis nature that 
stands fast, not wealth. For it, if it abide unchanged, 
exalts man’s horn; but riches dishonestly acquired 
and in the hands of fools, soon take their flight, 
their blossom quickly shed. As for thy sins with 
women, I pass them by, ’tis not for maiden’s lips to 
mention them, but I will shrewdly hint thereat. 
And then thy arrogance! because forsooth thou hadst 
a palace and some looks to boast. May I never have 
a husband with a girl’s face, but one that bears him 
like a man! For the children of these latter cling to 
a life of arms, while those, who are so fair to see, do 
only serve to grace the dance. Away from me! 
{Spurning the corpse with her foot) Time has shown 
thy villainy, little as thou reckest of the forfeit thou 
hast paid for it. Let none suppose, though he have 
run the first stage of his course with joy, that he 
will get the better of Justice, till he have reached 
the goal and ended his career. 

Ch. Terrible alike his crime and your revenge; for 
mighty is the power of justice. 

Or. ’Tis well. Carry his body within the house 
and hide it, sirrahs, that, when my mother comes, 
she may not see his corpse before she is smitten her- 
self. 

El. Hold! let us strike out another scheme. 

Or. How now? Are those allies from Mycenae 
whom I sec ? 

El. No, ’tis my mother, that bare me. 

Or. Full into the net she is rushing, oh, bravely! 

El. See how proudly she rides in her chariot and 
fine robes! 

Or. What must we do to our mother? Slay 
her? 

El. What! has pity seized thee at sight of her? 

Or. O God! how can 1 slay her that bare and 
suckled me? 

El. Slay her as she slew thy father and mine. 

Or. O Phoebus, how foolish was thy oracle— 

El. Where Apollo errs, who shall be wise? 

Or. In bidding me commit this crime— my 
mother’s murder 1 
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WL item caast tfadu be hurt by aveagifig thy 
Sither? 

Dr. Though pure before, I now shall carry into 
exile the stain of a mother’s blood. 

&, Still, if thou avenge not thy hither, thou wilt 

in thy duty. 

Or, And if I slay my mother, I must pay the 
penalty to her. 

&, And so must thou to him, if thou resign the 
avenging of our father. 

Of. Surely it was a bend in the likeness of the god 
that ordered this! 

EL Seated on the holy tripod? I think not so. 

Or, I cannot believe this oracle was meant. 

EL Turn not coward I Cast not thy manliness away I 

Or, Am 1 to devise the same crafty scheme for 
her? 

E/. The self'Same death thou didst mete out to 
her lord /Cgisthus. 

Or, I will go in; *tis an awful task I undertake; an 
awful deed 1 have to do; still if it is Heaven’s will, 
be it so; 1 loathe and yet I love the enterprise. 

ORESTES withdraws into the house, 

, ’ * Enter clytaemnestra. 

(3t, Hail! Queen of Argos, daughter of Tyndareus, 
mttr of those two noble sons of Zeus, who dwell in 
the flame-lit firmament amid the stars, whose guer* 
don high it is to save the sailor tossing on the sea. 
All haili because of thy wealth and high prosperity, 
I do thee homage as I do the blessed gods. Now is 
the time, great queen, for us to pay our court unto 
thy fortunes. 

Clytaemnestra, Alight from the car, ye Trojan 
mai<^y and take my hand that I may step down from 
the chariot. With Trojan spoils the temples of the 
gods are decked, but 1 have obtained these maidens 
as a special gift from Troy, in return for my lost 
daughter, a trifling boon no doubt, but still an orna- 
ment to my house. 

EL And may not I, mother, take that highly- 
Savoured hand of thine? I am a slave like them, an 
exile from my hither’s halls in this miserable abode. 

Cl, See, my servants are here; trouble not on my 
account. 

El, Why, thou didst make me thy prisoner by 
robbing me of my home; like these 1 became a cap- 
tive when my home was taken, an orphan all forlorn. 

Cl, True; but thy father plotted so wickedly 
winst those of his own kin whom least of all he 
sne^d have treated so. Speak I must; albeit, when 
a wrnnan gets an evil reputation, there is_a feeling 
of bitterness against all she says; unfairly indeed in 
my case, for it were only i^r to hate after learning 
the circumstances, and seeing if the object deserves 
h; otherwise, why hate at aU? Now Tyndareus be- 
stowed me on thy father not that I or any children 
I might bear should be slain. Yet he went and took 
my daughter from our house to the fleet at Aulis, 
persuading me that Achilles was to wed htf ; and 
them he held her o’er the pyre, and cut IpWgenia’s 
snowy throat. Had he slain ner to save his city from 
capUire, or to benefit his house, or to preserve his 


other ehikfren, a sacrifice of one fi>r many, 1 could 
have pi^oned him. But, as it was, his reasons for 
murdering my child were these: the wantonness of 
Helen and her husband’s folly in not punishing the 
traitress. Still, wronged as 1 was, my rage had not 
burst forth for this, nor would 1 have shun my lord, 
had he not returned to me with that frenzied maid- 
en and made her his mistress, keeping at once two 
brides beneath the same roof. Women maybe are 
given to folly, I do not deny it; this granted, when 
a husband goes astrav and sets aside his own true 
wife, she fain will follow his example and find an- 
other love; and then in our case hot abuse is heard, 
while the men, who are to blame for this, escape 
without a word. Again, suppose Menelaus had been 
secretly snatched &m his home, should I have had 
to kill Orestes to save Menelaus, my sister’s hus- 
band? How would thy father have endured this? 
Was he then’ tb* escape death for slaying what was 
mine, while I was to suffer at his hands? 1 slm him, 
turning, as my only course, to his enemies. For 
which of all thy father’s friends would have mined 
me in his murder ? Speak all that is in thy neart, 
and prove against me with all free speech, that thy 
father’s death was not deserved. \ 

EL Justly urged! but thy justice is not free from 
shame; for in all things should every woman of sense 
yield to her husband. Whoso thinketh otherwise 
comes not within the scope of what I say. Remem- 
ber, mother, those last words of thine, allowing me 
free utterance before thee. 

CL Daughter, far from refusing it, I grant it again. 

EL Thou wilt not, when thou hearest, wreak thy 
vengeance on me ? I 

CL No, indeed; I shall welcome thy opinion. 

EL Then will I speak, and this shall be the pre- 
lude of my speech: Ah, mother mine! would thou 
hadst had a better heart; for though thy beauty and 
Helen’s win you praises well deserved, yet are ye 
akin in nature, a pair of wantons, unworthy of Cas- 
tor. She was carried off, *tis true, but her fill! wm 
vduntary; and thou hast slain the bravest soul in 
Hellas, excusing thyself on the ground that thou 
didst 1^1 a husband to avenge a daughter; the world 
does not know thee so well as I do, thou who before 
ever thy daughter’s death was decided, yea, soon 
as thy lord had started from his home, wert comb- 
ing thy golden tresses at thy mirror. That wife who, 
when her lord is gone from home, sets to beautify- 
ing herself, strike off from virtue’s list; for she 
no need to carry her beauty abrend, save she is seek- 
ing some mischief. C^all the wives in Hellas thou 
wert the only one I know who wert overjoyed when 
Troy’s star was in the ascendant, while, if it set, thy 
brow was clouded, since thou hadst no wish that 
Agamemnon should return from Troy. And yet thou 
couldst have played a virtuous part to thy own 
glory. The husrand thou hadst was no whit inferior 
to i£gisthus, for he it was whom Hellas chose to be 
her captain. And when thy sister Helen wrought 
that deed of shame, thou couldst have won thy^ 
great glory, for vice is a warning and calls attentfon 
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viltac* as tbou «dkgest» my &clier dsw tby 
daughter » what is the wrung 1 and my brother have 
^me thee? How was it thou didst not bestow on us 
our &ther*s halb after thy husband's death, instead 
of bartering them to buy a paramour? Again, thy 
husband is not exiled for thy son’s sake, nor is he 
dain to avenge my death, although by him this life 
is quenched twice as much as e'er my sister’s was; so 
if murder is to succeed murder in requital, I and thy 
son Orestes must slay thee to avenge our father; it 
that was just, why so is this. Whoso fixes his gaze on 
wealth or noble birth and weds a wicked woman, is 
a fool; better is a humble partner in his home, if she 
be virtuous, than a proud one. 

Ch. Chance rules the marriages of women; some 
I see turn out well, others ill, amongst mankind. 

Cl. Daughter, *twas ever thy nature to love thy 
father. This too one finds; some sons cling to their 
father, others have a deeper afi^ection for their mother. 
I will forgive thee, for myself am not so exceeding 
glad at the deed that 1 have done, my child. 

But thou— why thus unwashed and clad in foul 
attire, now that the days of thy lying-in are ac- 
complished ? Ah me, for my sorry schemes 1 1 have 
goaded my husband into anger more than e’er I 
should have done. 

El. Thy sorrow comes too late; the hour of remedy 
has gone from thee; my father is dead. Yet why not 
recall that exile, thy own wandering son? 

CJL. I am afraid; 'tis my interest, not his that 1 
regard. For they say he is wroth for his father’s 
murder. 

El. Why, then, dost thou encourage thy husband’s 
bitterness against us? 

Cl. 'Tis his way; thou too hast a stubborn nature. 

El. Because I am grieved; yet will 1 check my 
spirit. 

Cl. I promise then he shall no longer oppress thee. 

El. From living in my home he grows too proud. 

Cl. Now there I * tis thou that art fanning the quarrel 
into new life. 

El. I say no more; my dread of him is even what 
it is. 

Cl. Peace 1 Enough of this. Why didst thou sum- 
mon me, my child? 

El. Thou hast heard, I suppose, of my confine- 
ment; for this I pray thee, since 1 know not how, 
offer the customary sacrifice on the tenth day after 
birth, for I am a novice herein, never having had a 
child before. 

Cl. This is work for another, even for her who 
delivered thee. 

M. 1 was all alone in my travail and at the babe’s 
birth. 

Cl. Dost live so br from neighbours? 

£/. No one cares to make the poor his friends. 

CL. Weil, I will go to offer to the gods a sacrifice 
for the child’s completion of the days; and when I 
have done thee this service, 1 will seek the field 
where my husband is sacrificing to the Nymphs. 
Tdee this chariot hence, my servants, and tie the 
horses to the stalls; and when ye think that 1 have 


finished my offering to the gods, attend me, for I 
must likewise pleasure my lord. 

Going into the house. 

El. Enter our humble cottage; but, prithee, take 
care that my smoke-grimed walls soil not thy robes; 
now wilt thou offer to the gods a fitting sacri^e. 
There stands the basket ready, and the knife is 
sharpened, the same that slew the bull, by whose 
side thou soon wilt lie a corpse; and thou shalt be 
his bride in Hades’ halls whose wife thou wast on 
earth. This is the boon I will grant thee, while thou 
shalt pay me for my father’s mood. Exit blectka. 

Ch. Misery is changing sides; the breeze veers 
round, and now blows fair upon my house. The day 
is past when my chief fell murdered in his bath, and 
the roof and the very stones of the walls rang with 
his cry: “O cruel wife, why art thou murdering me 
on my return to my dear country after ten long 
years?” 

The tide is turning, and justice that pursues the 
faithless wife is drawing within its grasp the mur- 
deress, who slew her hapless lord, when he came 
home at last to these towering Cyclopean walls— 
aye, with her own hand she smote him with the 
sharpened steel, herself the axe uplifting. Unhappy 
husband I whate’er the curse that possessed that 
wretched woman. Like a lioness of the bills that 
rangeth through the woodland for her prey, she 
wrought the deed. 

CL (Within) O my children, by Heaven I pray ye 
spare your mother! 

Ch. Dost hear her cries within the house? 

Cl. O God! ah me! 

Ch. I too bewail thee, dying by thy children’s 
hands. God deals out His justice in His good time. 
A cruel fate is thine, unhappy one; yet didst thou 
sin in murdering thy lord. 

But lo! from the house they come, dabbled in 
their mother’s fresh-spilt gore, their triumph prov- 
ing the piteous butchery. There is not nor has ever 
been a race more wretched than the line of Tantalus. 

The two corpses are shown. 

Enter orestbs and electra. 

Or. O Earth, and Zeus whose eye' is over all! be- 
hold this foul deed of blood, these two corpses lying 
here that I have slain in vengeance for my sufferings. 

«i * * 

non 

EL Tears are all too weak for this, brother; and I 
am the guilty cause. Ah, woe is me! How hot my 
fury burned against the mother that bare me! 

Or. Alas! for thy lot, O mother mine! A piteous, 
{fiteous doom, aye, worse than that, hast thou in- 
curred at children’s hands! Yet justly hast thou 
paid forfeit for our father’s blood. Ah, Phoebus! 
thine was the voice that praised this vengeance; 
thou it is that hast brought these hideous scenes to 
light, and caused this deed of blood. To what city can 
1 go henceforth ? what friend, what man of anv piety 
will bear the sight of a mother’s murderer iiim me r 

^Two veises have been lost hm. 
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EL Ah me! alas! and whither can I go? What holy and have heaven's sanction. There must thou 

share have I henceforth in dance or marriage rite? have this murder tried; and if equal votes arc given, 

What husband will accept me as his bride? they shall save thee from death in the decision, for 

Or. Again thy fancy changes with the wind; for Loxias will take the blame upon himself, since it 

now thou thinkest aright, though not so formerly; was his oracle that advised thy mother's murder, 

an awful deed didst thou urge thy brother against And this shall be the law for all posterity; in every 

his will to commit, dear sister. Oh! didst thou sec trial the accused shall win his case if the votes arc 

how the poor victim threw open her robe and showed equal. Then shall those dread goddesses, stricken 

her bosom as I smote her, sinking on her knees, poor with grief at this, vanish into a cleft of the earth 

wretch ? My heart melted within me. close to the hill, revered by men thenceforth as a 

EL Full well I know the agony through which place for holy oracles; whilst thou must settle in a 

thou didst pass at hearing thy own mother's bitter city of Arcadia on the banks of the river Alpheus 

cry. near the shrine of Lycaean Apollo, and the city shall 

Or. Ah yes! she laid her hand upon my chin, and be called after thy name. To thee I say this. As for 

cried aloud, “My child, I entreat thee!*' and she the corpse of ^Egisthus, the citizens of Argos must 

clung about my neck, so that I let fall the sword, give it burial; but Menelaus, who has just arrived at 

EL O my poor mother! How didst thou endure Nau plia from the sack ofTroy, shall bury thy mother, 

to see her breathe her last before thy eyes? Helen helping him; for she hath come from her 

Or. I threw my mantle o'er them and began the sojourn in Egy^t in the halls of Proteus, an& hath 

sacrifice by plunging the sword into my mother's never been to Troy; but Zeus, to stir up strife and 
throat. bloodshed in the world, sent forth a phantom of 

EL Yet *twas I that urged thee on, yea, and like- Helen to Ilium. Now let Pylades take his maiden 

wise grasped the steel. Oh! 1 have done an awful wife and bear her to his home in Achaea; aso he 

deed. must conduct thy so-called kinsman to the land of 

Or. Oh! take and hide our mother's corpse be- Phocis, and there reward him well. But go thyself 

neath a pall, and close her gaping wound. (Turning along the narrow Isthmus, and seek Cecropia's hap- 

to the corpse) Ah! thy murderers were thine own py home. For once thou hast fulfilled the doom 

children. appointed for this murder, thou shalt be blest and 

EL (Covering the corpse) There! thou corpse both free from all thy troubles, 
loved and loathed; still o'er thee 1 cast a robe, to Ch, Ye sons of Zeus, may we draw near to speak 
end the grievous troubles of our house. with you ? 

(the moscvKi are seen hovering above the house) Di. Ye may, since ye are not polluted by this 

Ch, Sec! where o'er the roof-top spirits are ap- murder, 

pearing, or gods maybe from heaven, for this is not Or. May I too share your converse, sons of T^n- 

a road that mortals tread. Why come they thus where dareus ? 

mortal eyes can see them clearly? Di. Thou too; for to Phoebus will I ascribe this 

The Dioscuri. Hearken, son of Agamemnon. We, deed of blood, 
the twin sons of Zeus, thy mother's sisters, call thee, Ch. How was it that ye, the brothers of the mur- 
cven Castor and his brother Polydeuces. 'Tis but dered woman, gods too, did not ward the doom- 

now we have reached Argos after stilling the fury goddesses from her roof? 

of the sea for mariners, having seen the slaying of Di. 'Twas fate that brought resistless doom to 
our sister, thy mother. She hath received her just her, and that thoughtless oracle that Phoebus gave, 
reward, but thine is no righteous act, and Phoebus El, But why did the god, and wherefore did his 
— but no! he is my king, my lips are scaled— -is oracles make me my mother’s murderer? 

Phoebus still, albeit the oracle he gave thee was no Di. A share in the deed, a share in its doom; one 
great proof of his wisdom. But we must acquiesce ancestral curse hath ruined both of you. 
herein. Henceforth must thou follow what Zeus and Or, Ah, sister mine! at last I see thee again only to 
destiny ordain for thee. On Pylades bestow Electra be robbed in a moment of thy dear love; I must 
for his wife to take unto his home; do thou leave leave thee, and by thee be left. 

Argos, for after thy mother's murder thou mayst Di. Hers are a husband and a home; her only suf- 

not set foot in the city. And those grim goddesses fering this, that she is quitting Argos, 

of doom, that elarc like savage hounds, will drive Or. Yet what could call forth deeper grief than 

thee mad and chase thee to and fro; but go thou to exile from one's fatherland ? I must leave my father’s 

Athens and make thy prayer to the holy image of house, and at a stranger’s bar be sentenced for my 

Pallas, for she will close their fierce serpents’ mouths, mother's blood. 

so that they touch thee not, holding o’er thy head Di. Be of good cheer; go to the holy town of 

her aegis with the Gorgon’s head. A hill there is, to Pallas; keep a stout heart only. 

Ares sacred, where first the gods in conclave sat to EL O my brother, best and dearest! clasp me to 

decide the law of blood, in the day that savage Ares thy breast; for now is the curse of our mother's 
slew Halirrothius, son of the ocean-king, in anger blood cutting us off from the home of our fathers, 

for the violence he offered to his daughter’s honour; Or, Throw thy arms in close embrace about me. 

from that time all decisions given there are most Oh! weep as o'er my grave when I am dead. 
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Du Ah me! that bitter cry makes even gods shud- 
der to hear. Yea, for in my breast and in every 
heavenly being’s dwells pity for the sorrows of man- 
kind. 

Or. Never to see thee more! 

EL Never again to stand within thy sight! 

Or. This is my last good-bye to thee. 

EL Farewell, farewell, my city! and ye my fellow- 
countrywomen, a long farewell to you! 

Or. Art thou going already, truest of thy sex ? 

EL I go, the teardrop dimming my young eye. 

Or. Go, Pylades, and be happy; take and wed 
Electra. 

Du Their only thoughts will be their marriage; 


m3-^359 

but haste thee to Athens, seeking to escape these 
hounds of hell, for they are rni thy track in fearful 
wise, swart monsters, with snakes for hands, who 
reap a harvest of man’s agony. But we twain must 
haste away o’er the Sicilian main to save the sea- 
man’s ship. Yet as we fly through heaven’s expanse 
we help not the wicked; but whoso in his life loves 
piety and justice, all such we free from troublous 
toils and save. Wherefore let no man be minded to 
act unjustly, or with men foresworn set sail; such 
the warning I, a god, to mortals give. 

Ch, Farewell! truly that mortal’s is a happy lot, 
who can thus fare, unafflicted by any calamity. 

Exeunt omnes. 


ELECTRA 
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THE BACCHANTES 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Dionysus Caumus 

Pentheus Servant 

Chorus of Bacchantes First Messenger 
Tbiresias Second Messenger 

Agave 


Befifre the Palace of Pentheus at Thebes, Enter 
Dionysus. 

Dionysus, Lo! I am come to this land of Thebes, 
Dionysus, the son of 21eus, of whom on a day Sem- 
die, the daughter of Cadmus, was delivered by a 
flash of lightning. I have put o£P the god and taken 
humanshape, and so present myself at Dirce’s springs 
and«<he waters of Ismenus. Yonder 1 see my mother*s 
monument where the bolt slew her nigh her house, 
and there are the ruins of her home smouldering 
with the heavenly flame that blazeth still— Hera’s 
deathless outrage on my mother. To Cadmus all 
praise 1 ofler, because he keeps this spot hallowed, 
his daughter’s precinct, which my own hands have 
shaded round about with the vine’s clustering 
foliage. 

Lydia’s glebes, where gold abounds, and Phrygia 
have 1 left behind; o’er Persia’s sun-baked plains, 
by Bactria’s walled towns and Media’s wintry clime 
have I advanced through Arabia, land of promise; 
and Asia’s length and breadth, outstretched along 
the brackish sea, with many a fair walled town, peo- 
pled with mingled race of Hellenes and barbarians; 
and this is the first city in Hellas I have reached. 
There too have 1 ordained dances and established 
my rites, that I might manifest my godhead to men; 
but Th^es is the first dty in the land of Hellas 
tW I have made ring with shouts of )oy, girt in a 
fawn-skin, with a thyrsus, my ivy-bound spear, in 
my hand; since my mother’s sisters, who least of all 
sh^d have done it, denied that Efionysus was the 
son of 2^us, saying that Semele, when she became a 
mother by some mortal lover, tried to foist her sin 
on Zeus— a clever ruse of Cadmus, which, they 
boldly asserted, caused Zeus tosl^ her for the false- 
hood about the marriage. Wherefore these are they 
whom I have driven fr^zied from their homes, and 
they are dwelling on the hills with mind distraught; 
and I have forced them to assume the dress worn in 
my and all the women-folk of Cadmus* stock 

Ibve I driven laving from their homes, one and all 
^ke; and there they sit upon the roofless rocks be- 
m^th the green fEne-trees, mingling amongst the 
Kms d Times. For this city must l^n, however 
lotht seeing that it is not initiated in my Bacchic 
lifoai and 1 most take up my mother’s dmence, by 


showing to mortals that the child she bore to Zeus 
is a deity. Now Cadmus gave his sceptre and its 
privileges to Pentheus, his daughter’s child, who 
wages war ’gainSt my divinity, thrusting mj away 
from his drink-offerings, and making no mention of 
me in his prayers. Therefore will 1 prove to hxm and 
all the race of Cadmus that I am a god. And when I 
have set all in order here, I will pass hence to alfrerii 
country, manifesting myself; but if the city of Thebes 
in fury takes up arms and seeks to drive my vo^ries 
from the mountain, 1 will meet them at the head of 
my frantic rout. This is why I have assumed a mor- 
tal form, and put ofl my godhead to take man’s 
nature. 

O ye who left Tmolus, the bulwark of Lydia, ye 
women, my revel rout! whom I brought from your 
foreign homes to be ever by my side and bear me 
company, uplift the cymbals native to your Phryg- 
ian home, that were by me and the great mo^er 
Rhea first devised, and march around we royal Halls 
of Pentheus smiting them, that the city of Cadmus 
may see you; while I will seek Cithaeron’s glens, 
there with my Bacchanals to join the dance. 

Exit DIONYSUS. 

Enter chorus. 

Chorus, From Asia o’er the holy ridge of Tmolus 
1 hasten to a pleasant task, a toil thkt brings no 
weariness, for Bromius’ sake, in honour of the Bac- 
chic god. Who loiters in the road ? who lingers ’neath 
the roof? Avauntl I say, and let every lip be hushed 
in solemn silence; for I will xaise a hymn to Diony- 
sus, as custom aye ordains.^ happy he! who to his 
joy is initiated in heavenly mysteries and leads a 
holy life, joining heart and soul in Bacchic revelry 
upon the hilb, purified from every sin; observing 
the rites of Cybele, the mighty mother, and brand- 
ishing the thyrsus, with ivy-wreathid head, he wor- 
ships Dionysus. Go forth, go forth, ye Bacchanals, 
bring home the Bromian god Dionysus, child of a 
god, from the mountains of Phrygia to the spacious 
streets of Hellas, bring home the Bromian god I whom 
on a day his mother in her sore travai^ brought forth 
untimely, yielding up her life beneath the fiehtning 
stroke of Zeus’ win^ bolt; but fbrthwiw ZeuSt 
the son of Cronos, found for him another womb 
wherein to rest, for he hid him in hU thigh and £»it- 
ened it with gc^en pins to conceal him foomHern* 
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tte Fate M fi^ where phnt the foot ami shake the hoary head? Da 

god^ he hrou^t him forth drowned him with a thout Teiresias, be my euide« age leading age, for 
coronal of snakes, whence It is the thyrsus-bearing thou art wise. Never man I weary, night or day, of 
Msenads hunt the snake to twine about their hain beating the earth with my thyrsus. What }oy to 

0 Thebes, nurse of Semelel crown thyself widi ivy; forget our years ? 

burst forth, burst forth with blossoms fair of green TV. Why, then thou art as I am. For I too am 
convolvulus, and with the boughs of oak and pine young again, and will essav the dance. 

|oin in the Bacchic revelry; don thy coat of dappled Ca. We will drive then in our chariot to the hilL 

fown-skin, decking it with tufts of silvered hair; Te, Nay, thus would the god not have an equal 

with reverent hand the sportive wand now wield, honour pud. 

Anon shall the ahole land be dancing, when Brom- Ca. Well, I will lead thee, age leading age. 

ius leads his revellers to the hills, to the hiib awayl Te. The god will guide us both thither without 

where wait him groups of maidens from loom and toil. 

shuttle roused in frantic haste by Dionysus. O hid- Ca. Shall we alone of ail the city dance in Bac* 
den cave of the Curetes 1 0 hallowed haunts in Crete, chus* honour ? 

that saw Zeus born, where Corybantcs with crested Te. Yea, for we alone are wise, the rest are mad. 

helms devised for me in their grotto the rounded Ca. We stay too long; come, take my hand, 

timbrel of ox-hide, mingling Bacchic minstrelsy with TV. There 1 link thy hand in my firm grip, 

the shrill sweet accents of the Phrygian flute, a gift Ca. Mortal that I am, 1 scorn not the gods, 

bestowed by them on mother Rhea, to add its crash Te. No subtleties do 1 indulge about the powers 

of music to the Bacchantes* shouts of joy ; but frantic of heaven. The faith we inherited from our uthers, 

satyrs won it from the mother-goddess for their own, old as time itself, no reasoning shall cast down; not 

and added it to their dances in festivals, which glad- though it were the subtlest invention of wits re- 

dcn the heart of Dionysus, each third recurrent year, fined. Maybe some one will say, I have no respect 

Oh! happy tl^t votary, when from the hurrying for my grey hair in going to dance with ivy round 

revel-rout he sinks to earth, in his holy robe of fawn- my head; not so, for the god did not define whether 

skin, chasing the goat to drink its blood, a banquet old or young should dance, but from w alike he 

sweet of flesh uncooked, as he hastes to Phrygia's claims a universal homage, and scorns nice calcuh- 
or to Libya's hills; while in the van the Bromian god tions in his worship. 

exults with cries of Evoe. With milk and wine and Ca. Teiresias, since thou art blind, I must prompt 
streams of luscious honey flows the earth, and Syrian thee what to say. Pentheus is coming hither to the 
incense smokes. While the Bacchante holding in his house in haste, Echion's son, to whom I resign the 
hand a blazing torch of pine uplifted on his wand government. How scared he looks 1 what strange tid- 
waves it, as he speeds along, rousing wandering vo- mgs will he tell? 

taries, and as he waves it cries aloud with wanton EfOer pentheus* 

tresses tossing in the breeze; and thus to crown the Pentheus. I had left my kingdom for awhile, when 
reveliy, he raises loud his voice, **On, on, ye Bac- tidings of strange miscmef in this city reach^ me; 
chanafs, pride of Tmolus with its rills of gold I to the I hear that our women-folk have left ueir homes on 
sound of the booming drum, chanting in joyous pretence of Bacchic rites, and on the wood^ hills 
strains the praises of your joyous god with Phrygian rush wildly to and fro, honouring in the dance this 
accents lifted high, what time the holy lute with new god Dionysus, whoe'er he is; and in the midst 
sweet complaining note invites you to your hallowed of each revel-rout the brimming wine-bowl stands, 
sport, according well with feet that hurry wildly to and one by one they steal away to lonely spots to 
the hiib; like a colt that gambols at its mother's side gratify their lust, pretending forsooth that they are 
in the pasture, with gladsome heart each Bacchante Maenads bent on sacrifice, though it is Aphr^te 
bounds along." they are placing before the Bacchic god. As many 

Enter teiresias. as I caught, my gaolers are keeping sate in the public 
Teiresias. What loiterer at the gates will call Cad- prison tet bound; and all who are gone forth, wiU I 
mus from the house, Agenor's son, who left the city chase from the hiib, Ino and Agave too who bore 
of Sidon and founded here the town of Thebes? Go me to Echion, and Actaeon's mother Autonoe. In 
one of you, announce to him that Teiresias is seek- fetters of iron will I bind them and soon put an end 
ing him; he knows himself the reason of my coming to these outrageous Bacchic rites. They say there 
and the compact 1 and he have made in our old age came a stranger hither, a trickster and a sorcerer, 
to Hnd the thyrsus with leaves and don the fawn- from Lydia’s land, with golden 1^ and perfumed 
skin, crownmgaur heads the while with ivy-sprays. locks, the flush of wine upon hb foce, iad in hb 

Enrser CADMUS, eyes each grace that Aphmite gives; by day uid 

Otinm, Best of friendsi I was in the house when night he lingm in our maidens* company on the 

1 heard thy voice, wise as its owner. I come pre- plea of teaching Bacchic mysteries. Once let me 
S^ed, dressed in the livery of the god. For *tis but catch him witfon these walls, and I wiH put an end 
right t should magnify with all my naight my own to hb thyrsus-beating and hb waving of bis tresses, 
daiij&teb son, Dmn)^, who hath shown hb god- for 1 will cut hb hm from hb body. Thb b the 
head imtD ipen. Wh^e are we to jom the dance? fellow who says that Dionysus b a god, says that he 
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was once stitched up in the thigh of Zeus— that 
child who with his mother was blasted by the light- 
ning flash, because the woman falsely said her mar- 
. riage was with Zeus. Is not this enough to deserve the 
awful penalty of hanging, this stranger's wanton in- 
solence, whoe'er he be ? 

But lol another marvel. I see Teiresias, our di- 
viner, dressed in dappled fawn-skins, and my moth- 
er’s father too, wildly waving the Bacchic wand; 
droll sight enough! Father, it grieves me to see you 
two old men so void of sense. Oh! shake that ivy 
from thee! Let fall the thyrsus from thy hand, my 
mother’s sire! Was it thou, Teiresias, urged him on 
to this? Art bent on introducing this fellow as an- 
other new deity amongst men, that thou mayst then 
observe the fowls of the air and make a gain from 
fiery divination? Were it not that thy grey hairs 
protected thee, thou shouldst sit in chains amid the 
Bacchanals, for introducing knavish mysteries; for 
where the gladsome grape is found at women’s feasts, 
1 deny that their rites have any longer good results. 

Ch. What impiety! Hast thou no reverence, sir 
stranger, for the gods or for Cadmus who sowed the 
crop of earth-born warriors? Son of Echion as thou 
art, thou dost shame thy birth. 

Tc, Whcnso a man of wisdom finds a good topic 
for argument, it is no difficult matter to speak well; 
but thou, though possessing a glib tongue as if en- 
dowed with sense, art yet devoid thereof in all thou 
sayest. A headstrong man, if he have influence and 
a capacity for speaking, makes a bad citizen because 
he lacks sense. This new deity, whom thou deridest, 
will rise to power I cannot say how great, through- 
out Hellas. Two things there are, young prince, that 
hold first rank among men, the goddess Demeter, 
that is, the earth, call her which name thou please; 
she it is that feedeth men with solid food ; and as her 
counterpart came this god, the son of Scmcle, who 
discovered the juice of the grape and introduced it 
to mankind, stilling thereby each grief that mortals 
suffer from, soon as e’er they are filled with the juice 
of the vine; and sleep also he givcth, sleep that brings 
forgetfulness of daily ills, the sovereign charm for 
all our woe. God though he is, he serves all other 
gods for libations, so that through him mankind is 
blest. He it is whom thou dost mock, because he 
was sewn up in the thigh of Zeus. But 1 will show 
thee this fair mystery. When Zeus had snatched him 
from the lightning’s blaze, and to Olympus borne 
the tender babe, Hera would have cast him forth 
from heaven, but Zeus, as such a god well might, 
devised a counterplot. He broke off a fragment of 
the ether which surrounds the world, and made 
thereof a hratage against Hera’s bitterness, while he 
,pve out Dionysus into other hands; hence, in time, 
men said that he was reared in the thigh of Zeus, 
having changed the word and invented a legend, be- 
cause the gM was once a hostage to the goddess 
Hera. This god too hath prophetic power, for there 
is no small prophecy inspired by Bacchic frenzy; for 
whenever the god in his full might enters the hu- 
tnan frames he makes his frantic votaries foretell the 


future. Likewise he hath some share in Ares' rights; 
for oft, or ever a weapon is touched, a panic seizes 
an army when it is marshalled in array; and this too 
is a frenzy sent by Dionysus. Yet shalt thou behold 
him e’en on Delphi’s rocks leaping o’er the cloven 
height, torch in hand, waving and brandishing the 
branch by Bacchus loved, yea, and through the 
length and breadth of Hellas. Hearken to me, Pen- 
theus; never boast that might alone doth sway the 
world, nor if thou think so, unsound as thy opinion 
is, credit thyself with any wisdom; but receive the 
god into thy realm, pour out libations, join the revel 
rout, and crown thy head. It is not Dionysus that 
will force chastity on women in their love; but this 
is what we should consider, whether chastity is part 
of their nature for good and all; for if it is, no really 
modest maid will ever fall ’mid Bacchic mysteries. 
Mark this: thou thyself art glad when thousands 
throng thy feates, and citizens extol the nime of 
Pentheus; he too, I trow, delights in being honoured. 
Wherefore I and Cadmus, whom thou jeerestio, will 
wreath our brows with ivy and join the danci; pair 
of greybeards though we be, still must we take part 
therein; never will I for any words of thine\fight 
against heaven. Most grievous is thy madnessi nor 
canst thou find a charm to cure thee, albeit charms 
have caused thy malady. 

Ch, Old sir, thy words do not discredit Phabus, 
and thou art wise in honouring Bromius, potent 
deity. 

Ca, My son, Teiresias hath given thee sound ad- 
vice; dwell with us, but o’erstep not the threshold 
of custom; for now thou art soaring aloft, and thy 
wisdom is no wisdom. E’en though he be no god, as 
thou assertest, still say he is; be guilty of a splendid 
fraud, declaring him the son of Semele, that she may 
be thought the mother of a god, and we and all our 
race gain honour. Dost thou mark the awful fate of 
Actaeon? whom savage hounds of his own rearing 
rent in pieces in the meadows, because he boasted 
himself a better hunter than Artemis. Lest thy fate 
be the same, come let me crown thy head with ivy; 
join us in rendering homage to the god. 

Pe. Touch me not! away to thy Bacchic rites thy- 
self! never try to infect me with thy foolery! Venge- 
ance will I have on the fellow who teaches thee such 
senselessness. Away one of you without delay! seek 
yonder seat where he observes his birds, wrench it 
from its base with levers, turn it upside down, o’er- 
throwing it in utter confusion, and toss his garlands 
to the tempest’s blast. For by so doing shall I wound 
him most deeply. Others of you range the city and 
hunt down this girl-faced stranger, who is introduc- 
ing a new complaint amongst our women, and doing 
outrage to the marriage tie. And if haply ye eaten 
him, bring him hither to me in chains, to be stoned 
to death, a bitter ending to his revelry in Thebes. 

Exit PENTHEUS. 

Te, Unhappy wretch! thou little knowest what 
thou art saying. Now art thou become a raving mad- 
man, even before unsound in mind. Let us away, 
Cadmus, and pray earnestly for him, spite c£ his 
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sava|;c temper, and likewise for the city, that the 
god inflict not a signal vengeance. Come, follow me 
with thy ivy- wreathed staff; try to support my tot- 
tering frame as I do thine, for it is unseemly that 
two old men should fall; but let that pass. For we 
must serve the Bacchic god, the son of Zeus. Only, 
Cadmus, beware lest Pentheus^ bring sorrow to thy 
house; it is not my prophetic art, but circumstances 
that lead me to say this; for the words of a fool are 
folly. Exeunt gadmus and teiresias. 

Ch. O holiness, queen amongst the gods, sweep- 
ing on golden pinion o’er the earth! dost hear the 
words of Pentheus, dost hear his proud blaspheming 
against Bromius, the son of Semelc, first of all the 
blessed gods at every merry festival? His it is to 
rouse the revellers to dance, to laugh away dull care, 
and wake the flute, whene’er at banquets of the 
gods the luscious grape appears, or when the wine- 
cup in the feast sheds sleep on men who wear the 
ivy-spray. The end of all unbridled speech and law- 
less senselessness is misery; but the life of calm re- 
pose and the rule of reason abide unshaken and sup- 
port the home; for far away in heaven though they 
dwell, the powers divine behold man’s state. Soph- 
istry is not wisdom, and to indulge in thoughts be- 
yond man’s ken is to shorten life; and if a man on 
such poor terms should aim too high, he may miss 
the pleasures in his reach. These, to my mind, are 
the ways of madmen and idiots. Oh I to make my 
way to Cyprus, isle of Aphrodite, where dwell the 
love-gods strong to soothe man’s soul, or to Paphos, 
which that foreign river, never fed by rain, enriches 
with its hundred mouths! Oh! lead me, Bromian 
god, celestial guide of Bacchic pilgrims, to the hal- 
lowed slopes of Olympus, where Pierian Muses have 
their haunt most fair. There dwell the Graces; there 
is soft desire; there thy votaries may hold their rev- 
els freely. The joy of our god, the son of Zeus, is in 
banquets, his delight is in peace, that giver of riches 
and nurse divine of youth. Both to rich and poor 
alike hath he granted the delight of wine, that makes 
all pain to cease; hateful to him is every on^ who 
careth not to live the life of bliss, that lasts through 
days and nights of joy. True wisdom is to keep the 
heart and soul aloof from over-subtle wits. That 
which the less enlightened crowd approves and prac- 
tises, will I accept. 

Re-enter pentheus. Enter servant bringing dio- 
NYSUs hound. 

Servant, We are come, Pentheus, having hunted 
down this prey, for which thou didst send us forth; 
not in vain hath been our quest. We found our 
quarry tame; he did not fly from us, but yielded 
nimself without a struggle; his cheek ne’er blanched, 
nor did his ruddy colour change, but with a smile he 
bade me bind and lead him away, and he waited, 
making my task an easy one. For very shame I said 
to him, “Against my will, sir stranger, do I lead thee 
hence, but Pentheus ordered it, who sent me hither.” 

^^*The son of sorrow,** one of the many plays on names 
in Euripides. 


As for his votaries whom thou thyself didst check, 
seizing and binding them hand and foot in the pub- 
lic gaol, all these have loosed their bonds and fled 
into the meadows where they now are sporting, call- 
ing aloud on the Bromian god. Their c^ins fdl off 
their feet of their own accord, and doors flew open 
without man’s hand to help. Many a marvel hath 
this stranger brought with him to our city of Thebes; 
what yet remains must be thy care. 

Pe, Loose his hands; for now that I have him in 
the net he is scarce swift enough to elude me. So, 
stranger, thou art not ill-favoured from a woman’s 
point of view, which was thy real object in coming 
to Thebes; thy hair is long because thou hast never 
been a wrestler, flowing right down thy cheeks most 
wantonly; thy skin is white to help thee gain thy 
end, not tanned by ray of sun, but kept within the 
shade, as thou goest in quest of love with beauty’s 
bait. Come, tell me first of thy race. 

Di, That needs no braggart’s tongue, ’tis easily 
told; maybe thou knowest Tmolus by hearsay. 

Pe, I know it, the range that rings the city of Sar- 
dis round. 

Di, Thence I come, Lydia is my native home. 

Pe, What makes thee bring these mysteries to 
Hellas? . 

Di, Dionysus, the son of Zeus, initiated me. 

Pe. Is there a Zeus in Lydia, who begets new gods? 

Di, No, but Zeus who married Semcle in Hellas. 

Pe. Was it by night or in the face of day that he 
constrained thee ? 

Di, ’Twas face to face he intrusted his mysteries 
to me. 

Pe. Pray, what special feature stamps thy rites? 

Di, That is a secret to be hidden from the unini- 
tiated. 

Pe. What profit bring they to their votaries? 

Di, Thou must not be told, though ’tis well worth 
knowing. 

Pe. A pretty piece of trickery, to excite my curi- 
osity! 

Di. A man of godless life is an abomination to the 
rites of the god. 

Pe, Thou sayest thou didst sec the god clearly; 
what was he like? 

Di. What his fancy chose; I was not there to order 
this. 

Pe. Another clever twist and turn of thine, with- 
out a word of answer. 

Di. He were a fool, methinks, who would utter 
wisdom to a fool. 

Pe. Hast thou come hither first with this deity? 

Di, All foreigners already celebrate these mys- 
teries with dances. 

Pe. The reason being, they are far behind Hellenes 
in wisdom. 

Di, In this at least far in advance, though thdr 
customs differ. 

Pe. Is it by night or day thou performest these 
devotions? 

Di, By night mostly; darkness lends solemnity. 

Pe, Calcukted to entrap and corrupt women. 
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fir. This vile quibbling settles thy punishment. 

DL Bnitish ignotance and godlessoess will settle 

, ^ JV. How, bold our Bacchanal is growingl a very 
nmter in this wordy strife! 

/Jj- Tell me what I am to suffer; what is the griev- 
pusdioom thou wilt inflict upon me ? 
iPe. First will 1 shear off thy dainty tresses. 

Di, My locks are sacred; for the god I let them 
grow. 

'/Bf. Next surrend^ that thyrsus. 

4>i. Take it from me thyself; *tis the wand of Dio- 
nysus I am bearing. 

I Br. In dungeon deep thy body will I guard. 

Di, The gM himsc^ will set me free, whene’er 1 
list. 

Pe. Perhaps he may, when thou standest amid thy 
Bacchanals and callest on his name. 

DL Even now he is near me and witnesses my 
treatment. 

ft. Why, where is he ? To my eyes he is invisible. 

Di. He is by my side; thou art a godless man and 
th<^tdfbre dost not see him. 

Pe, Seize him! the fellow scorns me and Thebes 
too. 

Di, I bid you bind me not, reason addressing mad- 
ness. 

Pe, But I say “bind!” with better right than thou. 

Di. Thou hast no knowledge of the life thou art 
leading; thy very existence is now a mystery to thee. 

Pe, 1 am Pentheus, son of Agave and Echion. 

Di. Well-named to be misfortune’s mate! 

Pe, Avaunt! Ho! shut him up within the horses* 
stalls hard by, that for light he may have pitchy 
gloom. Do thy dancing there, and these women 
whom thou bringest with thee to share thy villain- 
ies 1 will either sell as slaves or make their hands 
cease from this noisy beating of drums, and set them 
to work at the loom as servants of my own. 

Di. I will go; for that which fate forbids, can 
never befall me. For this thy mockery be sure Dio- 
nysus will exact a recompense of thee — even the 
whose existence thou deniest; for thou art in- 
juring him by haling me to prison. 

Exit DIONYSUS, guarded, and pentheus. 

Hail to thee, Dirce, happy maid, daughter 
revered of Acheious! within thy founts thou didst 
receive in days gone by the babe of 21eus, what time 
his father caught him up into his thigh from out the 
dealbless flame, while ^us he cried: **Go rest, my 
Dithyrambus, there within thy father’s womb; by 
this name, O Bacchic god, I now proclaim thee to 
Tbebes.” But thou, blest Dirce, thrustest me aside, 
in thy midst I strive to hold my revels graced 
'With Clowns. Why dost thou scorn me? Why avoid 
By the. clustered charm that Dionysus sheds 
the vintage 1 vow there yet shall come a tune 
thou wilt turn thy thou|^ts to Bromius. What 
furious nge the earth-born race displays, even Pen*- 
. thpus.spfung of a dragon of dd* himsdf the son of 
Bchku^ a savage monster in his very 


mien, not made in. human mbi^ but Hke some 
murderous giant pitted a^nst heaven; for 1^ mddcis 
to bind me, the h^dmaid of Bromius, in cords fnrth- 
vnth, and e’en now he keeps my fellow-reveller pent 
within his palace, plungra in a gloomy dungeon. 
Dost thou mark this, O Dionysus, son of thy 
prophets struggling ’gainst resistless might ?[Come, 
O king, brandishing thy golden thyrsus along the 
slopes of Olympic; restrain the pride of this blood- 
thirsty wretch !)Oh! where in Nysa, haunt of beasts, 
or on the peaks of Corycus art thou, Dionysus, mar- 
sballing with thy wand the revellers? or haply in 
the thick forest depths of Olympus, where erst Or- 
pheus with his lute gathered trees to his minstrelsy, 
and beasts that range the fields. Ah, blest Pierial 
Evius honours thee, to thee will he come with his 
Bacchic rites to lead the dance, and thither will he 
lead the circlip&Maenads, crossing the swift current 
of Axius and me Lydias, that giveth wealtn and 
happiness to man, yea, and the father of nvers, 
wluch, as I have heard, enriches with his watem fair 
a land of steeds. \ 

Di. (Within) What hoi my Bacchantes, ho! pear 
my call, oh! hear. \ 

Ch. I. Who art thou? what Evian cry is this that 
calls me ? whence comes it ? 

DL What ho! once more I call, I the son of Semele, 
the child of Zeus. 

Ch. II. My master, O my master, hail! 

Ch. III. Come to our revel-band, O Bromian god. 

Ch. IV. Thou solid earth! 

\ Ch. V. Most awful shock! 

\ Ch. VI. O horror! soon will the palace of Pentheus 
totter and fall. ' 

Ch. VII. Dionysus is within this house. 

Ch. VIII. Do homage to him. 

Ch. IX. We do! we do! 

Ch. X. Did ye mark yon architrave of stone upon 
the columns start asunder ? 

Ch. XL Within these walls the triumph-shout of 
Bromius himself will rise. 

DL Kindle the blazing torch with lightning’s Are, 
abandon to the flames the halls of Pentheus. 

Ch. XII. Hal dost not see the flame, dost not 
clearly mark it at the sacred tomb of Semele, the 
lightning flame which long ago the hurler of the 
bolt left there? 

Ch. XIII. Your trembling limbs prostrate, ye Mae- 
nads, low upon the ground. 

Ch, XIV. Yea, tor our king, the son of Zeus, is 
assailing and utterly co^ounding this house. 

Enter dionysus. 

Di. Are ye so stricken with terror that ye have 
fallen to the earth, O foreign dames? Ye saw then, 
it would seem, how the Bacchic god made Penthw* 
halls to quake; hut arise, he of good heart, compose 
your trembling limbs. 

Ch. O chiefest splendour of our gladsome BaccBc 
sport, with what joy I see thee in my lonehnessl 

Di. Were ye cast down when I was led into dbe 
house, to be plunged into the gloomy dungeoia of 
Pentheus? ^ 
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iX JitAdtd 1 was. was to me, if thou 
sl)k»Jildst iheet with mishap? But how wert thou set 
free from the clutches of this godless wretch ? 

Di. My o^n hands worked out my own salvation, 
easily and without trouble. 

Ch. But did he not ksh fast thy hands with cords? 

DL There too I mocked him; he thinks he bound 
me, whereas he never touched or caught hold of me, 
but fed himself on fancy. For at the stall, to which 
he brought me for a gaol, he found a bull, whose 
legs and hoofs he straightly tied, breathine out fury 
the while, the sweat trickling from his body, and he 
biting his lips; but I from near at hand sat calmly 
looking on. Meantime came the Bacchic god and 
made the house quake, and at his mother’s tomb 
relit the fire; but Pentheus, seeing this, thought his 
palace was ablaze, and hither and thither he rushed, 
bidding his servants bringHvater; but all in vain was 
every servant’s busy toil. Thereon he let this labour 
be awhile, and, thinking maybe that I had escaped, 
rushed into the palace with his murderous sword 
unsheathed. Then did Bromius*~so at least it seemed 
to me; I only tell you what I thought —made a phan- 
tom in the hall, and he rushed after it in headlong 
haste, and stabbed the lustrous air, thinking he 
wounded me. Further the Bacchic god did other 
outrage to him ; he dashed the building to the ground, 
and there it lies a mass of ruin, a sight to make him 
rue most bitterly my bonds. At last from sheer fa- 
tigue he dropped his sword and fell fainting; for he 
a mortal frail, dared to wage war upon a god; but I 
meantime quietly left the house and am come to 
you, with never a thought of Pentheus. But me- 
thinks he will soon appear before the house; at least 
there is a sound of steps within. What will he say, I 
wonder, after this? Well, be his fury never so great, 
I will lightly bear it; for *tis a wise man’s way to 
school his temper into due control. 

Enter pentheus. 

Pe. Shamefully have I been treated; that stranger, 
whom but now I made so fast in prison, hath es- 
caped me. Ha! there is the man! What means this? 
How didst thou come forth, to appear thus in front 
of my palace? 

Di, Stay where thou art; and moderate thy fury. 

Pe, How is it thou hast escaped thy fetters and art 
at large? 

Di, Did I not say, or didst thou not hear me, 
“There is one will loose me.” 

Pe* Who was it ? there is always something strange 
in what thou sayest. 

Di, He who makes the clustering vine to grow for 
man. 

Pe. • ♦ * 

DL A fine taunt indeed thou hurlest here at Dio- 
nysus! 

Pe, (Tfll his servants) Bar every tower that hems 
us in, ! order you. 

Di, What use? Cannot gods passeven over 'trails? 

Pe, How wise thou art, except where thy wisdom 
bbeededi 

Di, Where inost *tis needed, there am I most wise. 


But fim listen to yonder ih^senger and hear whil; ' 
he says; he comes from the hilb indi tidings frir 
thee; and 1 will await thy pleasure, nor sedt to fly. 

EffSrrjiSESSBNOER. 

Messenger, Pentheus, ruler of this realm of IhebesI 
1 am come from Cithaeron, where the dazdiiig flakes 
of pure white snow ne’er cease to fall. 

Pe, What urgent news dost bring me ? 

Me, I have seen, O king, those frantic Bacchanals, 
who darted in frenzy from this land with bare white 
feet, and I am come to tell thee and the city the 
wondrous deeds they do, deeds passing strange. But 
I fain would hear, whether I am frem to tell all I 
saw there, or shorten my story; for I tor thy hasty 
temper, sire, thy sudden bursts of wrath and more 
than princely rage. 

Pe, Say on, for thou shalt go unpunished by me in 
all respects; for to be angered with the upright is 
wrong. The direr thy tale about the Bacchantes, the 
heavier punishment will 1 inflict on this fellow who 
brought his secret arts amongst our women. 

Me, I was just driving the herds of kine to a ridge 
of the hill as I fed them, as the sun shot forth his 
rays and made the earth grow warm; when lo! I see 
three revel-bands of women; Autonoe was chief of 
one, thy mother Agave of the second, while Ino’s 
was the third. There they lay asleep, dl tired out; 
some were resting on branches of the pine, others 
had laid their heads in careless ease on oak-leaves 
piled upon the ground, observing all modesty; not, 
as thou sayest, seeking to gratify their lusts alone 
amid the woods, by wine and soft flute-muac mad- 
dened. 

Anon in their midst thy mother uprose and cried 
aloud to wake them from their sleep, when she heard 
the lowing of my hornkl kine. And up they started 
to their feet, brushing from their eyes sleep’s quick- 
ening dew, a wondrous sight of grace and modesty, 
young and old and maidens yet uiiwed. First o’er 
their shoulders they let stream their hair; then all 
did gird their fawn-skins up, who hitherto had left 
the kstenings loose, girdling the dappled hides with 
snakes that licked their cheeks. Others fondled in 
their arms gazelles or savage whelps of wolves, and 
suckled them — young mothers these with babes at 
home, whose breasts were still full of milk; crowns, 
they wore of ivy or of oak or blossoming convolvu- 
lus. And one took her thyrsus and struck it into the 
earth, and forth there gushed a limpid spring; and 
another plunged her wand into the lap of earth and 
there the god sent up a fount of wine; and aU who 
wished for draughts of milk had but to scratch the 
soil with their hnger-tips and there they had it in 
abundance, while from every ivy-wreathed staff 
sweet rills of honey trickled. 

VHads t thou been there and seen this, thou wcnildst 
h^e turned to pray to the god, whom now thou 
dost disparage.^non we herdsmen and shephcf^ 
met to discuss 4heir strange and wondrous dot^;; 
then one, who wandereth oft to town atkl hadi ¥ 
trick of speech, made harangue in the midst, ye 
who dw^ upon the ha]lo>^ fnoiintain-tenaA>^ 
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sbafl w« chase Agave, mother of Pentheus, from her 
Bacchic ric^, and thereby do our prince a service?** 

We liked his speech, and placed ourselves in hidden 
ambush among the leafy thickets; they at the ap' 
pointed time began to wave the thyrsus for their 
Bacchic rites, calling on lacchus, the Bromian god, 
the son of ^us, in united chorus, and the whole 
mount and the wild creatures re-echoed their cry; 
all nature stirred as they rushed on. Now Agave 
chanced to come springing near me, so up I leapt 
from out my ambush where I lay concealed, mean- 
ing to seize her. But she cried out, “What ho! my 
nimble hounds, here are men upon our track; but 
follow me, ay, follow, with the thyrsus in your hand 
for weapon.” Thereat we fled, to escape being torn 
in pieces by the Bacchantes; but they, with hands 
that bore no weapon of steel, attacked our cattle as 
they browsed. Then wouldst thou have seen Agave 
mastering some sleek lowing calf, while others rent 
the heifers limb from limb. Before thy eyes there 
would have been hurling of ribs and hoofs this way 
and that; and strips of flesh, all blood-bedabbled, 
dripped as they hung from the pine-branches. Wild 
bulls,' that glared but now with rage along theh 
horns, found themselves tripped up, dragged down 
to earth by countless maidens* hands. The flesh upon 
their limbs was stripped therefrom quicker than 
thou couldst have closed thy royal eye-lids. Then off 
they sped, like birds that skim the air, to the plains 
beneath the hills, which bear a fruitful harvest for 
Tliebcs beside the waters of Asopus; to Hysiae and 
Erythrae, hamlets ’neath Cithaeron’s peak, with fell 
intent, swooping on everything and scattering all 
peUmell; and they would snatch children from their 
homes; but all that they placed upon their shoul- 
ders, abode there firmly without being tied, and 
fell not to the dusky earth, not even brass or iron; 
and on their hair they carried Are and it burnt them 
not; but the country-folk rushed to arms, furious at 
being pillaged by Bacchanals; whereon ensued, O 
king, this wondrous spectacle. For though the iron- 
shod dart would draw no blood from them, they 
with the thyrsus, which they hurled, caused many 
a wound and put their foes to utter rout, women 
chasing men, by some god’s intervention. Then they 
returned to the place whence they had started, even 
to the springs the god had made to spout for them; 
and there washed off the blood, while serpents with 
their tongues were licking clean each gout from their 
cheeks. Wherefore, my lord and master, receive this 
deity, whoe’er he be, within the city; for, great as 
he is in all else, I have likewise heard men say, ’twas 
he that gave the vine to man, sorrow’s antidote. 

Take wine away and Cypris flies, and every other 
human )oy is dead. 

CA. Though I fear to speak my mind with free- 
dom in the presence of my king, still must I utter 
diis; Dionysus yields to no deity in might. 

Bf. Already, look you! the presumption of these 
Bacchantes is upon us, swift as fire, a sad disgrace in 
the eyes of all Hellas. No time for hesitation now! 
away to the Electra gatel order a muster of all my 


men-at-anx», of those that mount fleet steeds, of all 
who brandish light bucklers, of archers too that 
make the bowstring twang; for I will march against 
the Bacchanals. By Heaven! this passes all, if we are 
to be thus treated by women. 

Exit MESSENGER. 

JW. Still obdurate, O Pentheus, after hearing my 
words! In spite of all the evil treatment I am endur- 
ing from thee, still I warn thee of the sin of bearing 
arms against a god, and bid thee cease; for Bromius 
will not endure thy driving his votaries from the 
mountains where they revel. 

P(p. A truce to thy preaching to me! thou hast es- 
caped thy bonds, preserve thy liberty; else will I 
renew thy punishment. 

Du I would rather do him sacrifice than in a fury 
kick against the pricks; thou a mortal, he a god. 

Pf. Sacrifice! ^t will I, by setting afoot a Whole- 
sale slaughter of women ’mid Cith^on’s glcps, as 
they deserve. 

Du Ye will all be put to flight—a shameful tping 
that they with the Bacchic thyrsus should rout your 
mail-clad warriors. A 

Ee. I find this stranger a troublesome foe to\ 
counter; doing or suffering he is alike irrepressible 

Di, Friend, there is still a way to compose this 
bitterness. 

Pc. Say how; am I to serve my own servants ? 

Du I will bring the women hither without weap- 
ons. 

Pe. Ha! ha! this is some crafty scheme of thine 
against me. 

Du What kind of scheme, if by my craft I pur- 
pose to save thee? 

Ee, You have combined with them to form this 
plot, that your revels may go on for ever. 

Du Nay, but this is the very compact I made with 
the god ; be sure of that. 

Ee, {Ereparing to start forth) Bring forth my arms. 
Not another word from thee! 

Di, Ha! wouldst thou see them seated on the hills ? 

Pe. Of all things, yes! 1 would give untold sums 
for that. 

Du Why this sudden, strong desire? 

Ee, ’Twill be a bitter sight, if I find them drunk 
with wine. 

Di, And would that be a pleasant sight which will 
prove bitter to thee? 

Ee, Believe me, yes! beneath the fir-trees as I sit 
in silence. 

Di, Nay, they will tr^k thee, though thou come 
secretly. 

Ee, Well, I will go openly; thou wert right to 
say so. 

Di, Am 1 to be thy guide? wilt thou essay the 
road? 

Ee, Lead on with all speed, I grudge thee all delay. 

Di, Array thee then in robes of fine linen. 

Ee, Why so? Am 1 to enlist among women after 
bein^aman? 

Du They may kill thee, if thou show thy man- 
hood there. 
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Pe, Weil said! Thou hast given me a taste of thy 
wit already. 

Di. Dionysus schooled me in this lore. 

Pe. How am I to carry out thy wholesome advice? 

Di, Myself will enter thy palace and robe thee. 

ft. What is the robe to be ? a woman’s ? Nay, I am 
ashamed. 

DL Thy eagerness to see the Masnads goes no 
further. 

Pe. But what dress dost say thou wilt robe me in? 

Du Upon thy head will I make thy hair grow long. 

Pe. Describe my costume further. 

Di. Thou wilt wear a robe reaching to thy feet; 
and on thy head shall be a snood. 

Pe. Wilt add aught else to my attire ? 

Di. A thyrsus in thy hand, and a dappled fawn- 
skin. 

Pe, I can never put on woman’s dress. 

Di. Then wilt thou cause bloodshed by coming to 
blows with the Bacchanals. 

Pe. Thou art right. Best go spy upon them first. 

Di. Well, e’en that is wiser than by evil means to 
follow evil ends. 

ft. But how shall I pass through the city of the 
Cadmeans unseen ? 

Di. We will go by unfrequented paths. I will lead 
the way. 

Pe. Anything rather than that the Bacchantes 
should laugh at me. 

Di. Wc will enter the palace and consider the 
proper steps. 

Pe. Thou hast my leave. I am all readiness. I will 
enter, prepared to set out either sword in hand or 
following thy advice. Exit pentheus. 

Di. Women! our prize is nearly in the net. Soon 
shall he reach the Bacchanals, and there pay forfeit 
with his life. O Dionysus! now ’tis thine to act, for 
thou art not far away; let us take vengeance on him. 
First drive him mad by fixing in his soul a wayward 
frenzy; for never, whilst his senses arc his own, will 
he consent to don a woman’s dress; but when his 
mind is gone astray he will put it on. And fain would 
I make him a laughing-stock to Thebes as he is led 
in woman’s dress through the city, after those threats 
with which he menaced me before. But I will go to 
array Pentheus in those robes which he shall wear 
when he sets out for Hades’ halls, a victim to his 
own mother’s fury; so shall he recognize Dionysus, 
the son of Zeus, who proves himself at last a god 
most terrible, for all his gentleness to man. 

Exit DIONYSUS. 

Ch. Will this white foot e’er join the night-long 
dance ? what time in Bacchic ecstasy I toss my neck 
to heaven’s dewy breath, like a fawn, that gambols 
’mid the meadow’s green delights, when she hath 
escaped the fearful chase, clear of the watchers, o’er 
the woven nets; while the huntsman, with loud hal- 
loo, harks on his hounds’ full cry, and she with la- 
boured breath at lightning speed bounds o’er the 
level water-meadows, glad to be far from man amid 
the foliage of the bosky grove. What is true wisdom, 
or what fairer boon has heaven placed in mortals* 


SSo’^ 

reach, than to pin the mastery o’er a fdlen foe? 
What is fair is dear for aye. Though slow be its ad- 
vance, yet surely moves the power of the gods, cor- 
recting those mortal wights, that court a senseless 
pride, or, in the madness of their fancy, disreprd 
the gods. Subtly they lie in waitt thrpugh^tb&Xang 
march of time, ar^so hunt dpwn the^gpdk^ma^ 
Tor It IS never right in theory dr In practice to o’er- 
ride the law of custom. This is a maxim cheaply 
bought: whatever comes of God, or in time’s long 
annals, has grown into a law upon a natural basis, 
this is sovereign. What is true wisdom, or what fiiirer 
boon has heaven placed in mortals’ reach, than to 
gain the mastery o’er a fallen foe? What is fair is 
dear for aye. Happy is he who hath escaped the 
wave from out the sea, and reached the haven; and 
happy he who hath triumphed o’er his troubles; 
though one surpasses another in wealth and power; 
yet there be myriad hopes for all the myriad minds; 
some end in happiness for man, and others come to 
naught; but him, whose life from day to day is blest, 

I deem a happy man. 

Enter dxonysus. 

Di. Ho! Pentheus, thou that art so eager to see 
what is forbidden, and to show thy zeal in an un- 
worthy cause, come forth before the palace, let me 
see thee clad as a woman in frenzied Bacchante’s 
dress, to spy upon thy own mother and her com- 
pany. 

Enter pentheus. 

y es, thou resemblest closely a daughter of Cadmus. 

Pe. Of a truth I seem to see two suns, and two 
towns of Thebes, our seven-gated city; and thou, 
methinks, art a bull going before to guide me, and 
on thy head a pair of horns have grown. Wert thou 
really once a brute beast ? Thon hast at any rate the 
appearance of a bull. 

Di. The god attends us, ungracious heretofore, 
but now our sworn friend; and now thine eyes be- 
hold the things they should. 

Pe. Pray, what do I resemble? Is not mine the 
carriage of Ino, or Agave my own mother ? 

Di. In seeing thee, I seem to see them in person. 
But this tress is straying from its place, no longer as 
I bound it ’neath the snood. 

Pe. I disarranged it from its place as I tossed it to 
and fro within my chamber, in Bacchic ecstasy. 

Di. Well, I will rearrange it, since to tend thee is 
my care; hold up thy head. 

Pe. Come, put it straight; for on thee do I depend. 

Di. Thy girdle is loose, and the folds of thy dress 
do not hang evenly below thy ankles. 

Pe. I agree to that as regards the right side, but on 
the other my dress han« straight with my foot. 

Di. Surely thou wilt rank me first among thv 
friends, when contrary to thy expectation thou find- 
est the Bacchantes virtuous. 

Pe. Shall I hold the thyrsus in the right or left 
hand to look most like a Bacchanal ? 

Di. Hold it in thy right hand, and step out with 
thy right foot; thy clmngc of mind compeb thy 
praise. 
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I be able to carrV oo my iimidm 
t^im^sgkos, ibe Baccbans^and all? 

^ iHt, yes» if SKI thou wik; for though thy mind was 
diseased* kis now just as it should be. 

Be, Shall we take levers, or with my hands can 1 
t^Mtoot it* thrusting arm or shoulder ’neath its 
peaks? 

Dt. No, nol destroy not the seats of the Nymphs 
and the haunts of Pan, the place of his piping. 

Pe, Weil saidl Women must not be mastered by 
hmte force; amid the jpines will I conceal myself. 

Df. Hum shalt hide thee in the place that fate 
appoints, commg by stealth to spy upon the Bac* 
chanais. 

Be, Why, methinks they are already caught in the 

^ nt snares of dalliance, like birds amid the 

. 

, Set out with watchful heed then for this very 
purpose; maybe thou wilt catch them, if thou be 
not first caught thyself. 

. Be; Conduct me through the very heart of Thebes, 
for I am the only man among them bold enough to 
do this deed. 

Thou alone bearest thy country’s burden, 
thou and none other; wherefore there await thee 
such struggles as needs must. Follow me, for I will 
guide thee safely thither; another shall bring thee 
thence. 


mother’s, Bacchic god^ 

weak arm to master might as masterkss, as dhine* 
Hus is the life that saves all pain, if a man confine 
his thoughts to human themes, as is his mortal na* 
ture, making no pretence where heaven is concerned. 
I envy not deep subtleties; far other joys have I, in 
tracking out great truths writ dear from all eternity, 
that a man should live his life by day and night in 
purity and holiness, striving toward a noble goal, 
and should honour the gods by casting from him 
each ordinance that lies outside the pale of right. 
Let justice show hersdf, advancing sword in hand to 
plunge it through and through the throat of Echi- 
on*s son, that g^less, lawless, and abandoned child 
of earth 1 Appear, O Bacchus, to our eyes as a bull 
or serpent with a hundred heads, or take the shape 
of a lion hrmtlfing flame 1 Ohl come, and with a 
mockmg smile ebst the deadly noose about the nunter 
of thy Bacchanals, e’en as he swoops upon the Mse- 
nads gathered yonder. \ 

Enter 2ni> messekger. 

2 nd, Messenger, O house, so prosperous once 
through Hellas long ago, home of the old Sidemian 
prince, who sowed the serpent’s crop of earth-born 
men, how do I mourn thee! slave though I be, yet 
still the sorrows of his master touch a good slave’s 
heart. 


Pe, My mother maybe. 

Di, For every eye to see. 

Be, My very purpose in going. 

Di, Thou sl^t be carried back, 

Bp. What luxury ! 

, Di, In thy mother’s arms. 

Pe, Thou wilt e’en force me into luxury. 

Di, Yes, to luxury such as this. 

Bp. Truly, the task 1 am undertaking deserves it. 

Exit PENTHEUS. 


Ch. How now ? Hast thou fresh tidings of the Bac- 
chantes? 

2 nd, Me, Pentheus, Echion’s son is dead. 

Ch, Bromius, my king! now art thou appearing 
in thy might divine. 

2 nd, Me, Ha! what is it thou sayest? art thiou 
glad, woman, at my master’s misfortunes? 

Ch, A stranger I, and in foreign tongue I express 
my joy, for now no more do 1 cower in terror of the 
chain. 


Di, Strange, ah I strange is thv career, leading to 
scenes of woe so strange, that thou shalt achieve a 
fame that towers to heaven. Stretch forth thy hands, 
Agave, and ye her sisters, daughters of Cadmus; 
nughty is the strife to which 1 am bringing the 
youthful king, and the victory shall rest wiu me 
and Bromius; all else the event will show. 

Exit DIONYSUS. 

Ck. To the hiUsl to the hills! fleet hounds of mad- 


2 »d. Me. Dost think Thebes so poor in men ♦ ♦ ? 

♦ 

Ch, ’Tis Dionysus, Dionysus, not Thebes that 
lords it over me. 

2 nd, Me, All can I pardon thee save this; to exult 
o’er hopeless suffering is sorry conduct, dames. 

Ch, Tell me, ohl tell me how he died, that villain 
scheming villainy! 

2 nd, Me, Soon as we had left the homesteads of 


ness, where the daughters of Cadmus hold their rev- 
els, goad them into wild fury against the man dis- 
guised in woman’s dress, a venzied spy uixm the 
Maenads. First shall his mother mark him 9shc peers 
from some smooth rock pr riven tree, and thus to 
die Maenads she will call, ’’Who is this of Cadmus’ 
sons comes hasting to the mount, to the mountain 
away* to spy mi tis, my Bacchanals? Whose child 
. he be ? For he was never bom of woman’s Uood; 

r from some liemess maybe or Libyan Gorgon is 
Wj^ung.’’ I^et justice appear and show h^selfi 
swim in hand, to plunge it through and through 
dm throat of the godless, lawless, impious son of 
Echion, earth’s monstrous child! who with wicked 
heart a^ lawless rage, with mad intent and frantic 


this Theban land and had crossed the streams of 
Asopus, we began to breast Cithaeron’s heights* Pen- 
theus and I, tor 1 went with my master, and the 
stranger too, who was to guide us to the scene. First 
then we sat us down m a grassy glen, carefrilly sil- 
encing each footfall and whispered breath, to see 
without being seen. Now there wnsn dell walled in 
by rocks, with rills to water it, and shady pines o’er- 
head; there were the Maenads seated, busied with 
joyous toils. Some were wreathing afr^ the droop- 
ing thyrsus with curling ivy-spray$;others, like cofts 
let loose from the carv^ chariot-yoke, wereanswer- 

^Probably the whole of one iambic line with part of 
another is here lost 
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^ ^ptm. But £chiou'» ySs; 1mt pity tnk modier dourl^t ' 

PiajHitic t iSt son of iKuyQWy sceiiig not dlie women gath* dondtfor anysifi aCmiiieilay thyownaou.^* ' ' ^ 

eitd there, exekimed, ”Sir stranger, from where I Butshe^ th^ whilA, fmth fn»mingmnii»K : 

^and, 1 ca^ot see the mock Bacchantes; rolling eyes, bereft of reason as she was, heeded hkn 

but 1 Will chmb a hillock or a soaring pine whence not; tor the god possessed her. And she caught 1^ 

to sec clearly the shameful doings of the Baccha- left hand in her grip, and pknting her foot upon 

nais.*’ Then and there I saw the stranger work a her victim’s trunk she tore the shoulder from ilx 

miracle; for etching a lofty fir-branch by the very socket, not of her own strength, but the god fnad e 

end he drew it downward to the dusky earth, lower it an easy task to her hands; and Ino set to work upon 

yet and ever lower; and like a bow it bent, or the other side, rending the flesh with Autonocand 

rounded wheel, whose curving cirde grows com- all the eager host of Bacchanals; and one united erV 

plete, as chalk and line describe it; e’en so the arose, dhe victim’s groans while yet he breathe, 

stranger drew down the mountain-branch between and their triumphant shouts. One would m ^ ke an 

his hands, bending it to earth, by more than human arm her prey, another a foot with the s^al on it; 

agency. And when he had seated Pentheus aloft on and his ribs were stripped of flesh by their rending 

tne pine branches, he let them slip through his hands nails; and each one with blood-dabbled hands was 

gently, careful not to shake him from his seat. Up tossing Pentheus’ limbs about. Scattered lies his 

soared the branch straight into the air above, witn corpse, part beneath the rugged rocks, ai^ part 

my master perched thereon, seen by the Mxnads amid the deep dark wo^s, no easy task to find; but 

better far than he saw them; for scarce was he be- his poor head hath his mother made her own, and 

held upon his lofty throne, when the stranger dis- fixing it upon the point of a thyrsus, as it had been 

appeared, while from the sky there came a voice, a mountain lion’s, she bears it through the midst of 

^twould seem, by Dionysus uttered-r Cithaeron, having left her sisters with the Maenads 

’’Maidens, I bring the man who tried to moqk at their rites. And she is entering these walls exuk- 

you and me and my mystic rites; take vengeance on ing in her hunting fraught with woe, calling on the 

him.” And as he spake, he raised ’twixt heaven and Bacchic god her fellow-hunter who had:herped her 

earth a dazzling column of awful flame. Hushed to triumph in a chase, where her only prize was 

grew the sky, and still hung each leaf throughout tears. 

the grassy glen, nor couldst thou have heard one But I will get me hence, away from this piteous 
creature cry. But they, not sure of the voice they scene, before Agave reach the f^lace. To my mind 

heard, sprang up and peered all round; then once self-restraint and reverence for the things of God 

again his bidding came; and when the daughters of point alike the best and wisest course for all mortals 
Ckdmus knew it was the Bacchic god in very truth who pursue them. 

that called, swift as doves they darted off in eager Exit 2nd messbnoer. 

haste, his mother Agave and her sisters dear and all Ch, Come, let us exalt our Bacchic god in choral 

the Bacchanals; through torrent glen, o’er boulders strain, let us loudly chant the fall of Pentheus from 
huge they bounded on, inspired with madness by the serpent sprung, who assumed a woman’s dress 

the god. Soon as they saw my master perched upon and took the kir Bacchic wand, sure pledge of death, 

the fir, they set to hurling stones at him with all with a bull to guide him to his doom. O ye Bac- 

their might, mounting a commanding eminence, chanals of Thebesl glorious is the triumph ye have 

and with pine-branches he was pelted as with darts; achieved, ending in sorrow and tears. ’Tis a noble 

and others shot their wands through the air at Pen- enterprise to dabble the hand in the blood of a son 

theus, their hapless target, but all to no purpose, till it drips. But hist 1 1 see Amvc, the mother of 
For there he sat beyond the reach of their hot en- Pentheus, with wild rolling eye hasring to the house; 

deavours, a helpless, hopeless victim. At kst they welcome the revellers of the Bacchic god. 
rent off limbs from oaks and were for prising up the Enter agave. 

roots with levers not of iron. But when they still Agane. Ye Bacchanals from Asia! 
could make no end to all their toil, Arave cried: C^. Why dost thou rouse me? why? 

“Come stand around, and grip the sapling trunk, r Ag. From the hills I am bringing to my home a 
my Bacchanals! that we may catch the beast that ( tcncfril freshly-culled, glad guerdon of the chase.) 
sits thereon, lest he divulge the secrets of our god’s Ch, I see it, and I will welcome thee unto our 
rdigion.” revels. All hail! 

'!^en were a thousand hands laid on the fir, and At. I caught him with never a snare, this lion’s 
from the ground they tore it up, while he from his whelp, as ye may sec, 

scat aloft came tumbling to the ground with lamcn- Ch. From what desert lair? 

rations long and loud, e’en Pentheus; for well he Ag. Cithaeron — 

knew his hour was come. His mother first, a priestess Ch. Yes, Qthacron ? 

for ^nemee, began the bloody deed and M upon 4g. Was his death, 

him; whereon he tore the snood from off his hair, Ch. Who was it £^ve the first blow? 
that hapless Agave might recognize and sp^^ -^g.Mine that privilege; “Happy AgavcJ- dtojT 

cryiiq;,as he tcSudhffid to cheefc “O mother! it is I, call me ’mid our rcVcUcrs. 

thyownson Pentheus, the child tto didst bear in Ch. Who did th^ rest? 



Ag* Cadmus— 

Oi, Whatofhim? 

Ag* His daughters struck the monster after me; 
yes, after me. 

Ch. Fortune smiled upon thy hunting here. 

Ag, Come, share the banquet. 

Ch» Share? ahl what ? 

Ag, ’Tis but a tender whelp, the down Just sprout- 
ing on its cheek beneath a crest of falling hair. 

CA. The hair is like some wild creature’s. 

Ag. The Bacchic god, a hunter skilled, roused his 
Maenads to pursue this quarry skilfully. 

Ch. Yea, our king is a hunter indeed. 

Ag, Dost approve? 

Ch. Ofcourseldo. 

Ag. Soon shall the race of Cadmus — 

Cn. And Pentheus, her own son, shall to his 
mother— 

Ag. Offer praise for this her quarry of the hon’a 
broM. 

Ch. Quarry strange! 

Ag. And strangely caught. 

Ch. Dost thou exult? 

lAg. Right glad am 1 to have achieved a great and 
glorious triumph for my land that all can see.^ 

Ch. Alas for thee! show to the folk the booty thou 
bast won and art bringing hither. 

Ag. All ye who dwdl in fair fenced Thebes, draw 
near! that ye may see the fierce wild beast that we 
daughters of Cadmus made our prey, not with the 
thong-thrown darts of Thessaly, nor yet with snares, 
but with our fingers fair. Ought men idly to boast 
and get them armourers’ weapons? when we with 
these our hands have caught this prey and torn the 
monster limb from limb? Where is my aged sire? 
let him approach. And where is Pentheus, my son ? 
Let him bring a ladder and raise it against the house 
to nail up on the gables this lion’s head, my booty 
from the chase. 

Enter cadmus. 

Ca. Follow me, servants to the palace-front, with 
your sad burden in your arms, ay, follow, with the 
corpse of Pentheus, which after long weary search 
I found, as ye see it, torn to pieces amid Cithseron’s 
slens, and am bringing hither; no two pieces did 1 
find together, as mey lay scattered through the 
trackless wood. For I heard what awful deeds one 
of my daughters had done, Just as I entered the 
city-walls with old Teiresias returning from the Bac- 
chanals; so I turned again unto the hill and bring 
from thence my son who was slain by Maenads. There 
I saw Autonoc, that bare Actaeon on a day to Aris- 
tseus, and Ino with her, still ranging the oak-groves 
in their unhappy frenzy; but one told me that that 
other. Agave, was rushing wildly hither, nor was it 
idly said, for there 1 see her, sight of woe! 

^I^.Vl^ather, loudly mayst thou boast, that the 
daughters thou hast begotten are far the best of 
mortal race?y>f one and all I speak, though chiefly 
e£ myself^ woo left my shuttle at the loom for no- 
bler enterprise, even to hunt savage beasts with my 
hands; and in my arms 1 b ring m y fs 


EURIPIDES 1240^x287 

se^t, that it may be nailed up on thy palace-wall; 
take it, father, in thy hands, and proud m my hunt- 
ing, call thy friends to a banquet; for blest art thou, 
ahl doubly blest in these our gallant exploits. 

Ca. O grief that has no bounds, too cruel for mor- 
tal eye! ’tis murder ye have done with your hapless 
hands. Fair is the victim thou hast offered to the 
gods, inviting me and my Thebans to the feast! 


woe is me! first for thy sorrows, thenjgrmine. What 
-Ttriir^thrgbdTtE^ kift g35aj£br5fig on 

us. Just maybe, but too severe, seeing he is our kins- 
man! 

Ag. How peevish old age makes men! what sullen 
looks! Oh, may my son follow in his mother’s foot- 
steps and be as lucky in his hunting, when he goes 
in quest of game in company with Theban youths! 
But he can do naught but wage war with gods. Fa- 
ther, ’tis thy duty to warn him. W^ wilLsg 
him r my 

tST Alas for youlalas! Terr ible will be youigri^ef^ 
when ye are conscious of your deeffsj couTd^) 
main for tvet till lifeV close in your present ^te, 
ye would not, spite of ruined bliss, appear so cii^cd 
with woe. 

Ag. Why? what is faulty here? what here for ^r- 
rowf 

Ca. First let thine eye look up to heaven. 

Ag. See! I do so. Why dost thou suggest my look- 
ing thereupon ? 

Ca. Is it still the same, or dost think there’s any 
change? 

Ag. ’Tis brighter than it was, and clearer too. 

Ca. Is there still that wild unrest within thy soul? 

Ag. 1 know not what thou sayest now; yet mc- 
thinks my brain is clearing, and my former frenzy 
gassed away. “ 

(S.' Canst understand, and give distinct replies? 

Ag. Father, how completely I forget all we said 
before! 

Ca. To what house wert thou brought with mar- 
riage-hymns? 

Ag. Thou didst give me to earthborn Echion, as 
men call him. 

Ca. What child was born thy husband in his halls? 

Ag. Pentheus, of my union with his fiither. 

Ca. What head is that thou barest in thy arms? 

Ag. A lion’s; at least they said so, who hunted it. 

Ca. Consider it aright; ’tis no great task to look 
at it. 

Ag. Ah! what dal sec? what is this I am ear^ying 

[ahd sl- 

Ca. Look closely at ittmake thy knowledge more 
certam. 

Ag. Ah, woe is me! O sight of awful sorrowl 

Ca. Dost think it like aiion’s head ? 

Ag. Ah no! ’ tis Pentheus’ head whicb I his u n- 
happy mother ffSffT. 

ua. bemoaned B/ me, or ever thou didst recog- 
nize him. 

Ag. Who slew him ? How came he into my hands? 

Ca. O piteous truth! how ill-timed thy presence 
here! 
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Ag* Speak; my 1x)som throbs at this suspense. 

Ca. Twas thou didst slay him, thou and thy sis- 
ters. 

Ag. Where died he ? in the house or where ? 

Ca. On the very spot where hounds of yore rent 
Actaeon in pieces. 

Ag. Why went he, wretched youth 1 to Cithacron ? 

Ca, He would go and mock the god and thy Bac- 
chic rites. 

Ag. But how was it we had journeyed thither ? 

Ca. Ye were distraught; the whole city had the 
Bacchic frenzy. 

Ag. Twas Dionysus proved our juin; now I see 
JtjlL — 

Ca, Yes, for the slight he suffered; ye would not 
believe in his godhead. 

Ag. Father, where is my dear child’s corpse ? 

Ca. With toil I searched it out and am bringing 
it myself. 

Ag. Is it all fitted limb to limb in seemly wise? 

Ca.^ * * * 

Ag. But what had Pentheus to do with folly of 
mine? 

Ca. He was like you in refusing homage to the 
god, who, therefore, hath involved you all in one 
common ruin, you and him alike, to destroy this 
house and me, forasmuch as I, that had no sons, be- 
hold this youth, the fruit of thy womb, unhappy 
mother! foully and most shamefully slain. To thee, 
my child, our house looked up, to thee my daugh- 
ter’s son, the stay of my palace, inspiring the city 
with awe; none caring to fiout the old king when he 
saw thee by, for he would get his deserts. But now 
shall I be cast out dishonoured from my halls, Cad- 
mus the great, who sowed the crop of Theban seed 
and reaped that goodly harvest. O beloved child! 
dead though thou art, thou still shalt be counted by 
me amongst my own dear children; no more wilt 
thou lay thy hand upon my chin in fond embrace, 
my child, and calling on thy mother’s sire demand, 
“Who wrongs thee or dishonours thee, old sire ? who 
vexes thy heart, a thorn within thy side? Speak, 
that I may punish thy oppressor, father mine!’’ 

But now am 1 in sorrow plunged, and woe is thee, 
and woe thy mother and her suffering sisters tool 
Ah! if there be any man that scorns the gods, let 
him well mark this prince’s death and then believe 
in them. 

Ch. Cadmus, I am sorry for thy fate; for though 
thy daughter’s child hath met but his deserts, ’tis 
bitter grief to thee. 

Ag. O father, thou seest how sadly my fortune is 
changedT ^ 

Di. 

Thou shalt be changed into a serpent; and thy wife 
Harmonia, Ares* child, whom thou in thy human 
life didst wed, shall change her nature for a snake’s, 
and take its form. With her shalt thou, as leader of 

*Onc line, if not more, is wanting here. 

‘After this line a very large lacuna occurs in the MS« 


barbarian tribes, drive thy feam of steers, so mth 
an oracle of Zeus; and many a city shalt thou sack 
with an army numberless; but in the day they plun- 
der the oracle of Loxias, shall they rue their home^ 
ward march; but thee and Harmonia will Arcs res- 
cue, and set thee to live henceforth in the land of 
the blessed. This do I declare, I Dionysus, son of no 
mortal father but of Zeus. Had ye learnt wisdom 
when ye would not, ye would now be happy with 
the son of Zeus for your ally. 

Ag. O Dionysus! we have sinned; thy pardon we 
implore. 

Di. Too late have ye learnt to know me; ye knew 
me not at the proper time. 

Ag. We recognize our error; but thou art too re- 
vengeful. 

Di. Yea, for I, though a god, was slighted by 
you. 

Ag. Gods should not let their passion sink to 
man’s level. 

Di. Long ago my father Zeus ordained it thus. 

Ag. Alas! my aged sire, our doom is fixed; *tis 
woful exile. 

Di. Why then delay the inevitable? Exit. 

Ca. Daughter, to what an awful pass arc we now 
come, thou too, poor child, and thy sisters, while I 
alas! in my old age must seek barbarian shores, to 
sojourn there; but the oracle declares that I shall 
yet lead an army, half-barbarian, half-Hellene, to 
Hellas; and in serpent’s shape shall I carry my wife 
Harmonia, the daughter of Ares, transformed like 
me to a savage snake, against the altars and tombs 
of Hellas at the head of my troops; nor shall I ever 
cease from my woes, ah me! nor ever cross the down- 
ward stream of Acheron and be at rest. 

Ag. Father, I shall be parted from thee and exiled. 

Ca. Alas! my child, why fling thy arms around 
me, as a snowy cygnet folds its wings about the 
frail old swan ? 

Ag. Whither can I turn, an exile from my coun- 
try? 

Ca. I know not, my daughter; small help is thy 
father now. 

Ag. Farewell, my home! farewell, my native city I 
with sorrow I am leaving thee, an exile from my 
bridal bower. 

Ca. Go, daughter, to the house of Aristaus,* 

* * He 

Ag. Father, I mourn for thee. 

Ca. And I for thee, my child; for thy sisters too I 
shed a tear. 

Ag. Ah! terribly was king Dionysus bringing this 
outrage on thy house. 

Ca. Yea, for he suffered insults dire from you, his 
name receiving no meed of honour in Thebes. 

Ag. Farewell, father mine! 

Ca, Farewell, my hapless daughter! and yet thou 
scarce canst reach that bourn. 

Ag. Oh! lead me, guide me to the place where 1 
shall find my sisters, sharers in my exile to thett 
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HECUBA 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Thb Ghost of Polydore Odysseus 

Hecuba Talthybius 

Chorus of Captive Trojan Women Maid 
P oLYXENA Agamemnon 

PoLYMESTOR, atid Ms children 


Scene : Before Agamemnon's tent upon the shore of the 
Thracian Chersonese, Enter ghost of poly- 


Ghost, Lo! I am come from out the charnel-house 
and gates of gloom, where Hades dwells apart from 
^s, I, Polydore, a son of Hecuba the daughter of 
Cisseusand of Priam. Now my hither, when Phrygia’s 
capital was threatened with destruction by the spear 
of Hellas, took alarm and conveyed me secretly from 
the land of Troy unto Polymestor’s house, his friend 
in Thrace, who sows these fruitful plains of Cher- 
sonese, curbing by his might a nation delighting in 
horses. And with me my father sent great store of 
gold by stealth, that, if ever Ilium’s walls should 
hill, his children that survived might not want for 
means to live. I was the youngest of Priam’s sons; 
and this it was that caused my stealthy removal 
from the land; for my childish arm availed not to 
carry weapons or to wield the spear. So long then 
as the bulwarks of our land stood firm, and Troy’s 
battlements abode unshaken, and my brother Hec- 
tor prospered in his warring, I, poor child, grew up 
and flourished, like some vigorous shoot, at the court 
of the Thracian, my father’s friend. But when Troy 
fell and Hector lost his life and my father’s hearth 
was rooted up, and himself fell butchered at the 
god-built altar by the hands of Achilles’ murderous 
son; then did my father’s friend slay me his helpless 
guest for the sake of the gold, and thereafter cast 
me into the swell of the sea, to keep the gold for 
himself in his house. And there I lie one time upon 
the strand, another in the salt sea’s surge, drifting 
ever up and down upon the billows, unwept, un- 
buried; but now am 1 hovering o’er the head of my 
dear mother Hecuba, a disembodied spirit, keeping 
my airy station these three days, ever since my poor 
mother came from Troy to linger here in Chersonese. 
Meantime all the Ach*ans sit idly here in their 
ships at the shores of Tlirace; for the son of Peleus, 
even Achilles, appeared above his tomb and stayed 
the whole host of Hellas, as they were making straight 
for home across the sea, demanding to have my 
sister Polyxena offered at his tomi^ and to receive 
his guerdon.^ And he will obtain this prize, nor will 

^Pedyaena is mid to have been betrothed to Adbilks* 


they that are his friends refuse the gift; and on this 
very day is fate leading my sister to her doom. So 
will my mother see two children dead at once, me 
and that ill-fated maid. For I, to win a grave, ah 
me! will appear amid the rippling waves before her 
bond-maid’s feet. Yes! I have won this boon from 
the powers below, that I should find a tomb and 
fill! into my mother’s hands; so shall 1 get my heart’s 
desire; wherefore I will go and waylay aged Hecuba, 
for yonder she passeth on her way from the shelter 
of Agamemnon’s tent, terrified at my spectre. {Eth 
ter Hecuba) Woe is thee! ah, mother mine! from a 
palace dragged to face a life of slavery! how sad thy 
lot, as sad as once ’twas blest! Some god is now de- 
stroying thee, setting this in the balance to out- 
weigh thy former bliss. ghost vanishes. 

Hecuba. Guide these aged steps, my servants, 
forth before the house; support your fellow-slave, 
your queen of yore, ye maids of Troy. Take hold 
upon my aged hand, support me, guide me, lift me 
up; and I will lean upon your bended arm as on a 
staff and quicken my halting footsteps onwards. O 
dazzling light of Zeus! O gloom of night! why am I 
thus scared by fearful visions of the night? O earth, 
dread queen, mother of dreams that flit on sable 
wings! I am seeking to avert the vision of the night, 
the sight of horror which I saw so clearly in my 
dreams touching my son, who is safe in Thrace, and 
Polyxena my daughter dear. Ye gods of this land! 
preserve my son, the last and only anchor of my 
house, now settled in Thrace, the land of snow, safo 
in the keeping of his father’s friend. Some fresh 
disaster is in store, a new strain of sorrow will be 
added to our woe. Such ceaseless thrills of terw 
never wrung my heart before. Oh! where, ye Tr<^a, 
maidens, can I find inspired Helenus or CassanorE, 
that they may read me my dream? For I saw a 
dappled hind mangled by a wolfs bloody fongs, 
torn from my knees by force in piteous wise. And 
this too fillca me with affright; o’er the summit oi 
his tomb appeared Achilles’ phantom, and for his 
guerdon he would have one of the luckless maids 
of Troy. Wherefore, I implore you, powers divine, 
avert this horror from my daughter, from my child. ^ 
CHORUS OF captive trojan woko^ 
Chorus, Hecuba, I have hastened away to tb^ 
leaving my master’s tent, whm the lot asrignedi^;. 
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as his appointed slave, in the day that I was driven He, Alas, my daughter! 

from the city of Ilium, hunted by Achaeans thence Polyx. Why this ominous address? it bodeth sor- 

at the point of the spear; no alleviation bring I for row tor me. 

thy sufferings; nay, I have laden myself with heavy He, Woe for thy life! 

nws, and am a herald of sorrow to thee, lady. Tis Polyx, Tell all, hide it no longer. Ah mother! how 
said the Achaeans have determined in full assembly I dread, ay dread the import of thy loud Laments, 
to offer thy daughter in sacrifice to Achilles; for He, Ah my daughter! a luckless mother’s child! 
thou knowest how one day he appeared standing on Polyx, Why dost thou tell me this? 

his tomb in golden harness, and stayed the sea-borne He, The Argives with one consent are eager for 

barques, though they had their sails already hoisted, thy sacrifice to the son of Peleus at his tomb, 
with this pealing cry, “Whither away so fast, ye Polyx, Ah! mother mine! how canst thou speak 

Danai, leaving my tomb without its prize?” There- of such a dire mischance? Yet tell me all, yes all, O 

on arose a violent dispute with stormy altercation, mother dear! 

and opinion was divided in the warrior host of Hellas, He, *Tis a rumour ill-boding I tell, my child ; they 
some being in favour of offering the sacrifice at the bring me word that sentence is passed upon thy 
tomb, others dissenting. There was Agamemnon, life by the Argives* vote. 

all eagerness in thy interest, because of his love for Polyx, Alas, for thy cruel sufferings! my perse- 
the frenzied prophetess; but the two sons of Thes- cuted mother! ^voe for thy life of grief! What/ griev- 
ous, scions of Athens, though supporting different ous outrage some fiend hath sent thee, hateful, W- 

proposals, yet agreed on the same decision, which rible! No more shall I thy daughter share thylbond- 
was to crown Achilles* tomb with fresh-spilt blood; age, hapless youth on ^pless age attending. For 

for they said they never would set Cassandra’s love thou, alas! wilt see thy hapless child torn from thy 

before Achilles* valour. Now the zeal of the rival arms, as a calf of the hills is torn from its mother, 

disputants was almost equal, until that shifty, smooth- and sent beneath the darkness of the earth With 

mouthed varlet, the son of Laertes, whose tongue severed throat for Hades, where with the dead shall 

is ever at the service of the mob, persuaded the I be laid, ah me! For thee I weep with plaintive 

army not to put aside the best of all the Danai for wail, mother doomed to a life of sorrow! for my 

want of a bond-maid’s sacrifice, nor have it said by own life, its ruin and its outrage, never a tear I shed; 

any of the dead that stand beside Persephone, “The nay, death is become to me a happier lot than life. 

Danai have left the plains of Troy without one Ch, See where Odysseus comes in haste, to an- 

thought of gratitude for their brethren who died nounce some fresh command to thee, Hecuba, 

for Hellas,** Odysseus will be here in an instant, to Enter odyssevs, 

drag the tender maiden from thy breast and tear Odysseus, Lady, melhinks thou knowest already 
her from thy aged arms. To the temples, to the the intention of the host, and the vote that has been 
altars with thee! at Agamemnon’s knees throw thy- passed; still will I declare it. It is the Achaeans’ will 

self as a suppliant! Invoke alike the gods in heaven to sacrifice thy daughter Polyxena at the mound 

and those beneath the earth. For either shall thy heaped o’er Achilles’ grave; and they appoint me 

prayers avail to spare thee the loss of thy unhappy to take the maid and bring her thither, while the 

child, or thou must live to see thy daughter fall be- son of Achilles is chosen to preside o’er the sacrifice 

fore the tomb, her crimson blood spurting in deep and act as priest. Dost know then what to do? Be 

dark jets from her neck with gold encircled. not forcibly torn from her, nor match thy might 

He, Woe, woe is me! What words, or cries, or ’gainst mine; recognize the limits of thy strength, 

lamentations can I utter? Ah me! for the sorrows of and the presence of thy troubles. Even in adversity 

my closing years! for slavery too cruel to brook or *tis wise to yield to reason’s dictates, 

bear! Woe, woe is me! What champion have I? Ah me! an awful trial is nigh, it seems, fraught 

Sons, and city— where are they? Aged Priam is no with mourning, rich in tears. Yes, 1 too escaped 
more; no more my children now. Which way am I death where death had been my due, and Zeus dc- 

to go, or this or that ? Whither shall I turn my steps? stroyed me not but is still preserving my life, that 

Where is any god or power divine to succour me? I may witness in my misery fresh sorrows surpassing 
Ah, Trojan maids! bringers of evil tidings! messen- all before. Still if the bond may ask the free of 

gers of woe! ye have made an end, an utter end of things that grieve thein not nor wrench their heart- 

me; life on earth has no more charm for me. Ah! strings, ’tis well that thou shouldst make an end and 
luckless steps, lead on, guide your aged mistress to hearken to my questioning, 

yon tent. My child, come forth; come forth, thou Od, Granted; put thy questions; that short delay 

daughter of the queen of sorrows; listen to thy I grudge thee not. 

mother’s voice, my child, that thou mayst know He, Dost remember the day thou earnest to spy 
the hideous rumour I now hear about thy life. on Ilium, disguised in rags and tatters, while down 

Enter polyxena. thy cheek ran drops of blood ? 

Polyxena, O mother, mother mine! why dost thou Od, Remember it! yes; *twas no slight impression 

call SO loud? what news is it thou hast proclaimed, it made upon my heart. 

scaring me, like a cowering bird, from my chamber He, Did Helen recognize thee and tell me only? 

by this alarm? Od, 1 well remember the awful risk 1 ran. 
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He, Didst thou embrace my knees in all humility ? 

Od, Yea, so that my hand grew dead and cold 
upon thy robe. 

He, What saidst thou then, when in my power? 

Od, Doubtless I found plenty to say, to save my 
life. 

He, Was it I that saved and sent thee forth again? 

Od, Thou didst, and so I still behold the light of 
day. 

He. Art not thou then playing a sorry part to 
plot apinst me thus, after the kind treatment thou 
didst by thy own confession receive from me, show- 
ing me no gratitude but all the ill thou canst? A 
thankless racel all ye who covet honour from the 
mob for your oratory. Oh that ye were unknown to 
me I ye who harm your friends and think no more 
of it, if ye can but say a word to win the mob. But 
tell me, what kind ot cleverness did they think it, 
when against this child they passed their bloody 
vote ? Was it duty led them to slay a human victim 
at the tomb, where sacrifice of oxen more befits? or 
does Achilles, if claiming the lives of those who slew 
him as his recompense, show his, justice by marking 
her out for death? No! she at least ne’er injured 
him. He should have demanded Helen as a victim 
at his tomb, for she it was that proved his ruin, 
bringing him to Troy; or if some captive of surpass- 
ing beauty was to be singled out for doom, this 
pointed not to us; for the daughter of Tyndareus 
was fairer than all womankind, and her injury to 
him was proved no less than ours. Against the jus- 
tice of his plea I pit this argument. Now hear the 
recompense due from thee to me at my request. On 
thy own confession, thou didst fall at my feet and 
embrace my hand and aged check; I in my turn 
now do the same to thee, and claim the favour then 
bestowed; and I implore thee, tear not my child 
from my arms, nor slay her. There be dead enough; 
she is my only joy, in her I forget my sorrows; my 
one comfort she in place of many a loss, my city and 
my nurse, my staff and journey’s guide. ’Tis never 
right that those in power should use it out of season, 
or when prosperous suppose they will be always so. 
For I like them was prosperous once, but now my 
life is lived, and one day robbed me of all my bliss. 
Friend, by thy beard, have some regard and pity 
for me; go to Achaea’s host, and talk them over, 
saying how hateful a thing it is to slay women whom 
at first ye spared out of pity, after dragging them 
from the altars. For amongst you the selt-same law 
holds good for bond and free alike respecting blood- 
shed; such influence as thine will persuade them 
even though thy words are weak; for the same argu- 
ment, when proceeding from those of no account, 
has not the same force as when it is uttered by men 
of mark. 

Ch, Human nature is not so stony-hearted as to 
hear thy plaintive tale and catalogue of sorrows, 
without shedding a tear. 

Od, O Hecuba! be schooled by me, nor in thy 
passion count him a foe who speaketh wisely. Thy 
life 1 am prepared to save, for the service 1 received; 
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I say no otherwise. But what I said to all, I will not 
now deny, that after Troy’s capture I would give 
thy daughter to the chiefest of our host because he 
asked a victim. For herein is a source of weakness to 
most states, whene’er a man of brave and generous 
soul receives no greater honour than his inferiors. 
Now Achilles, lady, deserves honour at our hands, 
since for Hellas he died as nobly as a mortal can. Is 
not this a foul reproach to treat a man as a friend 
in life, but, when he is gone from us, to treat him 
so no more ? How now ? what will they say, if once 
more there comes a gathering of the host and a con- 
test with the foe ? “Shall we fight or nurse our lives, 
seeing the dead have no honours?’’ For myself, in- 
deed, though in life my daily store were scant, yet 
would it be all-sufficient, but as touching a tomb I 
should wish mine to be an object of respect, for this 
gratitude has long to run. Thou speakest of cruel 
sufferings; hear my answer. Amongst us are aged 
dames and grey old men no less miserable than thou, 
and brides of gallant husbands reft, o’er whom this 
Trojan dust has closed. Endure these sorrows; for 
us, if we are wrong in resolving to honour the brave, 
we shall bring upon ourselves a charge of ignorance; 
but as for you barbarians, regard not your friends 
as such and pay no homage to your gallant dead, 
that Hellas may prosper and ye may reap the fruits 
of such policy. 

Ch, Alas! how cursed is slavery alway in its na- 
ture, forced by the might of the stronger to endure 
unseemly treatment. 

He, Daughter, my pleading to avert thy bloody 
death was wasted idly on the air; do thou, if in 
aught endowed with greater power to move than 
thy mother, make haste to use it, uttering every 
pleading note like the tuneful nightingale, to save 
thy soul from death. Throw thyself at Odysseus’ 
knees to move his pity, and try to move him. Here 
is thy plea: he too hath children, so that he can feel 
for thy sad fate. 

Polyx, Odysseus, I see thee hiding thy right hand 
beneath thy robe and turning away thy wee, that 
I may not touch thy beard. Take heart; thou art 
safe from the suppliant’s god in my case, for 1 will 
follow thee, alike because I must and because it is 
my wish to die; for were I loth, a coward should I 
show myself, a woman faint of heart. Why should 
I prolong my days? I whose sire was king of all the 
Phrygians — my chiefest pride in life. Then was I 
nursed on fair fond hopes to be a bride for kings, the 
centre of keen jealousy amongst suitors, to sec whose 
home I would make my own; and o’er each dame of 
Ida I was queen; ah me! a maiden marked amid her 
fellows, equal to a goddess, save for death alone, but 
now a slave! That name first makes me long for 
death, so strange it sounds; and then maybe my lot 
might give me to some savage master, one that would 
buy me for money— me the sister of Hector and 
many another chief— who would make me knead 
him bread within his halls, or sweep his house or set 
me working at the loom, leading a life of misery; 
while some slave, bought I know not whence, will 
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<liliit my insiideii charmst once deemed worthy fh/ysr. of a {iree-hm nit/sk dave I am ' 

loj^y. No, never! Het^e I dose my eyes upon the to die. 

free as yet, and dedicate mysw to Hades. He, Not one of all my fifty children left! 

l^md me hence, Odysseus, and do thy worst, for I Polyx, What message can 1 take &r thee to Hec« 

see naught within my reach to make me hof)e or tor or thy aged lord ? 

expect with any confidence that I am ever again to He. Tell mem that of all women 1 am the most 

he happy. Mother mine! seek not to hinder me by miserable. 

word or deed, but join in my wish for death ere I Polyx. Ah! breast and paps that fed me with sweet 
meet with shameful treatment undeserved. For whoso food! 

is not used to taste of sorrow's cup, though he bears He. Woe is thee, my child, for this untimely fate! 

it, yet it galls him when he puts his neck within Polyx. Farewell, my mother! farewdl, Cassandra! 

the yoke; far happier would he be dead than alive. He. “Fare well!” others do, but not thy mother, 

for life of honour reft is toil and trouble. no! 

Ch. A wondrous mark, most clearly stamped, doth Polyx. Thou too, my brother Polydore, who art 

noble birth imprint on men, and the name goeth in Thrace, the home of steeds! 
still further where it is deserved. He. Aye, if he lives, which much 1 doubt ; so luck- 

He. A noble speech, my daughter! but there is less am I every way. 
sorrow linked with its noble sentiments. Polyx. Oh yes*, he lives; and, when thou dipt, he 

Odysseus, if ye must pleasure the son of Peleus, will close thine eyes, 
and avoid reproach, slay not this maid, but lead me He. I am dead; sorrow has forestalled deatfi 

to Achilles* pyre and torture me unsparingly; *twas Polyx. Come veil my head, Odysseus, and 

I that bore Paris, whose fatal shaft laid low the son me hence; for now, ere falls the fatal blov 
of “'Hietis. heart is melted by my mother's wailing, and hd 

Od. *Tis not thy death, old dame, Achilles* wraith less by mine. O light of day! for still may I call^hce 
hath demanded of the Achaeans, but hers. by thy name, though now my share in thee is out 

He. At least then slaughter me with my child; so the time I take to go 'twixt this and the sword at 

shall there be a double draught of blood for the Achilles* tomb. Exeunt odysseus and polyxena. 

earth and the dead that claims this sacrifice. He. Woe is me! I faint; my limbs sink under me. 

Od. The maiden's death suffices; no need to add O my daughter, embrace thy mother, stretch out 
a second to the first; would we needed not e'en thy hand, give it me again; leave me not childless! 
this! Ah, friends! *tis my death-blow. Oh! to see that 

He. Die with my daughter I must and will. Spartan woman, Hden, sister of the sons of Zeus, 

, Od. How so? 1 did not know I had a master. in such a plight; for her bright eyes have caused jbhe 

He. I will cling to her like ivy to an oak. shameful fall of Troy’s once prosperous town. 

Od. Not if thou wilt hearken to those who are She swoons. 

wiser than thyself. Ch. O breeze from out the deep arising, that waftest 

He. Be sure 1 will never willingly relinquish my swift galleys, ocean's coursers, across the surging 
child. main whither wilt thou bear me the child of sorrow? 

Od. Well, be equally sure I will never go away To whose house shall I be brought, to be his slave 
and leave her here. and chattel? to some haven in the Dorian land,^ or 

Polyx^ Mother, hearken to me; and thou, son of in Phthia, where men say Apidanus, father of fair- 

Laertes, make allowance for a parent’s natural wrath, est streams, makes fat and rich the tilth? or to an 

My poor mother, fight not with our masters. Wilt island home, sent on a voyage of miserv by oars that 

thou be thrown down, be roughly thrust aside and sweep the brine, leading a wretched existence in 

wound tbv aged skin, and in unseemlv wise be torn halls where* the first-created palm and the bay-tree 

from me by youthful arms? This wilt thou suffer; put forth their sacred shoots for dear Latona, me- 

do not so, for 'tis not right for thee. Nay, dear mother morial fair of her divine travail ? and there with the 

mine! give me thy hand beloved, and let me press maids of Delos shall I hymn the golden snood and 

thy cheek to mine; for never, nevermore, but now bow of Artemis their goddess? or in the city of 

for the last time shall I behold the dazzling sun- Pallas, the home of Athena of the beauteous chariot, 

god's orb. My last farewells now take! O’^'mother, shall 1 upon her saffron-robe* yoke horses to the pr, 

j^her mine! beneath the earth I pass. embroidering them on my web in brilliant varied 

He. O my dau^ter, 1 am still to live and be a shades, or the race of Titans, whom Zeus the son of 

Cronos lays to their unending deep with bdit of 
/ Unwedded I depart, never having tasted flashing flame? 

the married joys that were my duel Woe is me for my children! woe for my ancestors, 

'Hrl Thine, my daughter, is a piteous lot, and sad and my country which is falling in smouldering nun 
is mu^ also. 'mid the smoke, sacked by the Argive spear! while 

; There tn Hades' courts shall I be laid apart Peloponnesus. 

thc«^ ^lOB. 

Ah me, ^hat shall 1 do? where shall 1 end my *The embroidered robe presented to this goddess at 
Sfof the Panathenaea. 
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l A ^hcire m called a dave forsooth, hostanotfbing thee;Qh^l bei^|)ituMistou^ «^ 
leavfog Ada, ]wq>c’5 faandn^, and receiving in that we may loo^ our prows and the caWes <» : 

its place a deadly marnage*bower. ships, and, meeting with a prosperous voyage firoiai 

TALTHYBitJs. Uium, all to OUT countty come.” So he; aiKl all thie 

TabfyUus, Where can I find H^uba, who once army echoed his prayer, linen seizine his golden 

was queen of Ilium, ye Trojan maideiu? sword by the hilt he drew it from its s^bbard, sign^ 

Ch* TTicre die lies near thee, Talthybius, stretched ing the while to the picked young Argive warriors 

full length upon the wound, wrapt in her robe. to hold the maid, ^ut she, when she was ware there- 

Ta, Great Zcusl what can I say? that thine eye of, uttered her voice and said; “O Argives, who 
is over man ? or that we hold this false ojpinion all to have sacked my city I of my free will I die; let none 
no purpose, thinkine there is any race of gods, when lay hand on me; for bravely will I yield my neck, 

it is chance that rules the mortal sphere? Was not Leave me free, I do beseech; so slay me, that death 

this the miccn of wealthy Phrygia, the wife of Priam may find me free; for to be called a slave amongst 

highly blest ? And now her city is utterly o’erthrown the dead fills my royal heart with shame.” Thereat 

by the foe, and she, a slave in her old age, her chil- the people shouted their applause, and king Aga- 

dren dead, lies stretched upon the ground, soiling memnon bade the young men loose the maid. So 

her hair, poor lady! in the dust. Well, well; old as they set her free, as soon as they heard this last com- 

I am, may death be my lot before I am involved in mand from him whose might was over all. And she, 

any foul nuschance. Arise, poor queen! lift up thy- hearing her captors* words took her robe and tore it 
self and raise that hoary head. open from the shoulder to the waist, displaying a 

He, Ah! who art thou that wilt not let my body breast and bosom fair as a statue’s; then sinking on 
rest? why disturb me in my anguish, whosoe’er thou her knee, one word she spake more piteous than 
art ? all the rest, “Young prince, if ’tis my breast thou’dst 

Ta, ’Tis I Talthybius, who am here, the minister strike, lo! here it is, strike home! or if at my neck 

of the Danai; Agamemnon has sent me for thee, thy sword thou’lt aim, behold! that neck is bared.” 

lady. Then he, half glad, half sorry in his pity for the 

He. Good friend, art come because the Achaeans maid, cleft with the steel the channels of her breath, 

are resolved to slay me too at the grave? How wel- and streams of blood gushed forth; but she, e’en in 

come would thy tidings be! Let us hasten and lose death’s agony, took good heed to fall with maiden 
no time; prithee, lead the way, old sir. grace, hiding from gaze of man what modest maiden 

Ta. I am come to fetch thee to bury thy daugh- must. Soon as she had breathed her last through the 

ter’s corpse, lady; and those that send me are the fatal gash, each Argive set his hand to different 

two sons of Atreus and the Achaean host. tasks, some strewing leaves o’er the corpse in hand- 

He. Ah ! what wilt thou say ? Art thou not come, fuls, others bringing pine-logs and heaping up a pyre; 

as I had thought, to fetch me to my doom, but to and he, who brought nothing, would hear from aim 

announce ill news? Lost, lost, my child! snatched who did such taunts as these, “Stand’st thou still, 

from thy mother’s arms! and 1 am childless now, at ignoble wretch, with never a robe or ornament to 

least as touches thee; ah, woe is me! bring for the maiden? Wilt thou give naught to her 

How did ye end her life? was any mercy shown? that showed such peerless bravery and spirit?” 

or did ye deal ruthlessly with her as though your Such is the talc I tell about thy daughter’s death, 

victim were a foe, old man ? Speak, though thy and I regard thee as blest bevond all mothers in thy 

words must be pain to me. noble child, yet crossed in fortune more than all. 

Ta, Lady, thou art bent on making mine a double Ck. Upon the race of Priam and my city some 
meed of tears in pity for thy child; for now too as I fearful curse hath burst; ’tis sent by God, and we 

tell the sad tale a tear will wet my eye, as it did at must bear it. 

the tomb when she was dying. He. O my daughter! ’mid this crowd of sorrows 

All Achaea’s host was gathered there in full array I know not where to turn my gaze; for if I set my- 

bcforc the tomb to sec thy daughter offered; and self to one, another will not give me pause; while 

the son of Achilles took Polyxena by the hand and from this again a fresh grief summons me, finding 

set her on the top of the mound, whfie I stood near; a successor to sorrow’s tnr^c. No longer now can 

and a chosen band of young Achaeans followed to I efface from my mind the memory of thy sufferings 

hold thy child and prevent her struggling. Then did sufficiently to stay my tears; yet hath the story of 

Achilles* son take in his hands a brimming cup of thy noble death taken from the keenness of my 

gold and poured an offering to his dead sire, mafong grief. Is it not then strange that poor land, when 

a sign to me to proclaim silence throughout the blessed by heaven with a lucky year, yields a good 

Aegean host. So I stood at his side and in their crop, while that which is good, it robbed of needfifi 

midst proclaimed, “Silence, ye Achaeans! hushed be care, bears but little increase; yet ’mongst men the 

the people all! peace! be still!” Therewith I hushed knave is never other than a knave, the good man 

the host. Then spake he, “Son of Pclcus, father aught but good, never changing for the worse be- 

mine, accept the offering I pour thee to appease thy cause of misfortune, but ever the same? Is then the 

spirit, strong to raise the dead; and come to drink difference due to birth or bringing up? Good train* 

the Uack of a virgin pure, which 1 and the ing doubtless gives lessons in good conduct, and 
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a man have mastered this, he knows what is base by of life; of children, husband, city reft; hopelessly 
the standard of good. Random shafts of my soul's undonel 

shooting these, I know. He, This is no news but insult; I have heard it all 

(To TALTHVBius) Go thou and jproclaim to the before. But why art thou come, bringing hither to 

Argives that they touch not my daughter's body me the corpse of Polyxena, on whose burial Achaea's 

but keep the crowd away. For when a countless host was reported to be busily engaged ? 
host is gathered, the mob knows no restraint, and Ma, (Aside) She little knows what I have to tell, 
the unruliness of sailors exceeds that of fire, all ab- but mourns Polyxena, not grasping her new sorrows, 
stinence from crime being counted criminal. He, Ah! woe is me! thou art not surely bringing 

Exit TALTHVBIUS. hither mad Cassandra, the prophetic maid ? 

(Addressing a smant) My aged handmaid, take Ma, She lives, of whom thou speakest; but the 

a pitcher and dip it in the salt sea and bring hither dead thou dost not weep is here. (Uncovering the 

thereof, that I for the last time may wash my child, corpse) Mark well the body now laid bare; is not 

a virgin wife, a widowed maid, and lay her out— as this a sight to fill thee with wonder, and upset thy 

she deserves, ah! whence can 1? impossible! but as hopes? 

best I can; and what will that amount to? I will He, Ah me! 'tis the corpse of my son Polydore I 
collect adornment from the captives, my compan- behold, whom he of Thrace was keeping safe for me 

ions in these tents, if haply any of them escaping her in his halls. Ala^l this is the end of all; my life is o'er, 

master’s eye have some secret store from her old O my son, my son, alas for thee! a frantic strain I 

home. O towering halls, O home so happy once, O now begin; thy fate I learnt, a moment goni from 

Priam, rich in store of fairest wealth, most blest of some foul fiend.^ \ 

sires, and I no less, the grey-haired mother of thy Ma, What I so thou knewest thy son's fate,\poor 
race, how are we brought to naught, stripped of our lady. \ 

former pride! And spite of all we vaunt ourselves. He, I cannot, cannot credit this fresh sight 1 see. 
one on the riches of his house, another because he Woe succeeds to woe; time will never cease hwe- 
has an honoured name amongst his fellow-citizens! forth to bring me groans and tears. 

But these things are naught; in vain are all our Alas! poor lady, our sufferings are cruel indeed, 

thoughtful schemes, in vain our vaunting words. He. O my son, child of a luckless mother, what 
He is happiest who meets no sorrow in his daily was the manner of thy death ? what lays thee dead 
walk. Exit hecuba. at my feet ? Who did the deed ? 

Ch, Woe and tribulation were made my lot in Ma, I know not. On the sea-shore I found him. 

life, soon as ever Paris felled his beams of pine in He, Cast up on the smooth sand, or thrown there 

Ida’s woods, to sail across the heaving main in quest after the murderous blow ? 
of Helen’s hand, fairest bride on whom the sun-god Ma. The waves had washed him ashore, 
turns his golden eve. For here beginneth trouble’s He. Alas! alas! I read aright the vision I saw in my 
cycle,and, worse tnan that, relentless fate; and from sleep, nor did the phantom dusky- winged escape 

one man’s folly came a universal curse, bringing my ken, even the vision I saw concerning my son, 
death to the land of Simois, with trouble from an who is now no more within the bright sunshine, 
alien shore. The strife the shepherd decided on Ida Ch. Who slew him then ? Can thy dream-lore tell 
'twixt three daughters of the blessed gods, brought us that ? 

as its result war and bloodshed and the ruin of my He. ’Twas my own familiar friend, the knight of 

home; and many a Spartan maiden too is weeping Thrace, with whom his aged sire had placed the boy 

bitter tears in her halls on the banks of fair Eurotas, in hiding. 

and many a mother whose sons are slain, is smiting Ch. O horror! what wilt thou say? did he slay 
her hoary head and tearing her cheeks, making her him to get the gold ? 

nails red in the furrowed gash. He, O awful crime! O deed without a name! beg- 

Enter maid, gating wonder ! impious 1 intolerable ! Where are now 

Maid (Attended by hearers brining in a covered the laws 'twixt guest and host? Accursed monster! 

corpse) Oh! where, ladies, is Hecuba, our queen of how hast thou mangled his flesh, slashing the poor 

sorrow, who far surpasses all in tribulation, men and child’s limbs with ruthless sword, lost to all sense 

women both alike ? None shall wrest the crown from of pity I 

her. Ch, Alas for thee! bow some deitv, whose hand 

Ch, What now, thou wretched bird of boding is heavy on thee, hath sent thee troubles beyond all 

note? Thy evil tidings never seem to rest. other mortals! But yonder 1 see our lord and master 

Ma, 'Tis to Hecuba 1 bring my bitter news; no Agamemnon coming; so let us be still henceforth, 

easy task b it for mortal lips to speak smooth words my friends. 

in sorrow’s hour. Enter agamemnon. 

Ch, Lo! she is coming even now from the shelter Agamemnon, Hecuba, why art thou delaying to 
of ibt tent, appearing just in time to hear thee speak, come and bury thy daughter ? for it was for thb 

Re-enter HECVBA, that Talthybius brought me thy message begging 
Ma, Alas for thee! most hapless queen, ruined 
beyond all words oi mine to tell; robb^ of the light in a dream. 
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that none of the i^gives should touch thy child. 

And so I granted this, and none is touching her, but 
this long delay of thine fills me with wonder. Where- 
fore am I come to send thee hence; for our part 
there is well performed; if herein there be any place 
for “well.” 

Ha! what man is this I see near the tents, some 
Trojan’s corpse? *tis not an Argive’s body; that the 
garments it is clad in tell me. 

He, (Aside) Unhappy one! in naming thee I name 
myself; O Hecuba, what shall I do? throw myself 
here at Agamemnon’s knees, or bear my sorrows in 
silence ? 

Ag, Why dost thou turn thy back towards me 
and weep, refusing to say what has happened, or 
who this is? 

He, (Aside) But should he count me as a slave and 
foe and spurn me from his knees, 1 should but add 
to my anguish. 

Ag. I am no prophet born; wherefore, if I be not 
told, I cannot learn the current of thy thoughts. 

He, (Aside) Can it be that in estimating this man’s 
feelings I make him out too ill-disposed, when he is 
not really so? 

Ag, If thy wish really is that I should remain in 
ignorance, we are of one mind; for I have no wish 
myself to listen. 

He. (Aside) Without his aid I shall not be able to 
avenge my children. Why do I still ponder the mat- 
ter ? 1 must do and dare whether I win or lose. ( Turning 
to AGAMEMNON) O Agamcmnon! by thy knees, by 
thy beard and conquering hand I implore thee. 

Ag, What is thy desire? to be set free? that is 
easily done. 

He, Not that; give me vengeance on the wicked, 
and evermore am I willing to lead a life of slavery. 

Ag, Well, but why dost thou call me to thy 
aid? 

He, ’Tis a matter thou little rcckest of, O king. 

Dost see this corpse, for whom my tears now flow? 

Ag. I do; but what is to follow, I cannot guess. 

He, He was my child in days gone by; I bore him 
in my womb. 

Ag. Which of thy sons is he, poor sufferer ? 

He. Not one of Priam’s race who fell ’neath Ilium’s 
walls. 

Ag, Hadst thou any son besides those, lady ? 

He, Yes, him thou seest here, of whom, methinks, 
have small gain. 

Ag, Where then was he, when his city was being 
destroyed ? 

He, His father, fearful of his death, conveyed him 
out of Troy. 

Ag, Where did he place him apart from all the 
sons he then had ? 


He, Here in this very land, where his corpse was 
found. 

Ag, With Polymestor, the king of this country? 
He, Hither was he sent in charge of gold, most 
bitter trust! 

Ag, By whom was he slain? what death o’ertook 


himf 


77r9H. 

He, By whom but by this man? His Thracian 
host slew him. 

Ag, The wretch! could he have been so eager for 
the treasure? 

He. Even so; soon as ever he heard of the Phryg- 
ians’ disaster. 

Ag. Where didst find him ? or did some one bring 
his corpse? 

He. This maid, who chanced upon it on the sea- 
shore. 

Ag, Was she seeking it, or bent on other tasks? 

He. She had gone to fetch water from the sea to 
wash Polyxena. 

Ag. It seems then his host slew him and cast his 
body out to sea. 

He, Aye, for the waves to toss, after mangling 
him thus. 

Ag. Woe is thee for thy measureless troubles! 

He. I am ruined; no evil now is left, O Agamem- 
non. 

Ag. Look you! what woman was ever born to 
such misfortune? 

He. There is none, unless thou wouldst name mis- 
fortune herself. But hear my reason for throwing 
myself at thy knees. If my treatment seems to thee 
deserved, 1 will be content; but, if otherwise, help 
me to punish this most godless host, that hath 
wrought a deed most damned, fearless alike of gods 
in heaven or hell; who, though full oft he had shared 
my board and been counted first of all my guest- 
friends and after meeting with every kindness he 
could claim and receiving my consideration, slew 
my son, and bent though he was on murder, deigned 
not to bury him but cast his body forth to sea. 

I may be a slave and weak as well, but the gods 
arc strong, and custom too which prevails o’er them, 
for by custom it is that we believe in them and set 
up bounds of right and wrong for our lives. Now if 
this principle, when referred to thee, is to be set at 
naught, and they are to escape punishment who 
murder guests or dare to plunder the temples of 
gods, then is all fairness in things human at an end. 
Deem this then a disgrace and show regard for me, 
have pity on me, and, like an artist standing back 
from his picture, look on me and closely scan my 
piteous state. I was once a queen, but now I am thy 
slave; a happy mother once, but now childless and 
old alike, reft of city, utterly forlorn, the most 
wretched woman living. Ah! woe is me! whither 
wouldst thou withdraw thy steps from me? (As 
AGAMEMNON is turning uway) My efforts then will be 
in vain, ah me! ah me! Why, oh! why do we mortals 
toil, as needs we must, and seek out all other sci- 
ences, but persuasion, the only real mistress of man- 
kind, we take no further pains to master completely 
by offering to pay for the knowledge, so that any 
man might upon occasion convince his fellows as he 
pleased and gain his point as well ? How shall anyone 
hereafter hope for prosperity? All those my sons 
are gone from me, and I, their mother, am led away 
into captivity to suffer shame, while yonder I sec 
the smoke leaping up o’er my city. Further, though 
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primps this were idly ureed, to plead thy love, still Ag. How are women to master men ? 

will I put the case: at dny side lies my daughter, He, Numbers are a fearful thing, and joined to 

Cassandra, the maid inspired, as the Phrygians call craft a desperate foe. 

her. How then, O king, wilt thou acknowledge Ag, True; stiU I have a mean opinion of the fe- 
those nights of rapture, or what return shall she male race. 

my daughter or I her mother have for all the love she He, What ? did not women slay the sons of iEgyp- 
has lavished on her lord ? For from darkness and the tus, and utterly clear Lemnos of men P But let it oe 
endearments of the night mortals reap by far their even thus; put an end to our conference, and send 

keenest joys. Hearken then; dost see this corpse? this woman for me safely through the host. And do 

By doing him a service thou wilt do it to a kinsman thou {to a servant) draw near my Thracian friend 
oi thy bride’s. One thing only have I yet to urge, and say, “Hecuba, once queen of Ilium, summons 

Ohl would I had a voice in arms, in hands, in hair thee, on thy own business no less than hers, thy 

and feet, placed there by the arts of Daedalus or children too, for they also must hear what she has 

some god, that all together they might with tears to say.” Defer awhile, Agamemnon, the burial of 

embrace thy knees, bringing a thousand pleas to Polyxena lately slain, that brother and sister may 

bear on thee I O my lord and master, most glorious be laid on the same pyre and buried side by side, a 

light of Hellas, listen, stretch forth a helping hand double cause of sorrow to their mother, 

to this aged woman, for all she is a thing of naught; Ag, So shall! t be; yet had the host been/ able to 
still do so. For *tis ever a good man’s duty to sue- sail, I could not have granted thee this boin; but, 

cour the right, and to punish evil-doers wherever as it is, since the god sends forth no favouringWeeze, 

found. we needs must abide, seeing, as we do, that\sailing 

Ch, Tis strange how each extreme doth meet in is at a standstill. Good luck to thee! for this is the 
human lifel Custom determines even our natural interestalikeofindividualandstate, that the wrong- 
ties, makinig the most bitter foes friends, and re- doer be punished and the good man prosper.\ 
garding as foes those who formerly were friends. Exit AGAME^^ON. 

Ag, Hecuba, I feel compassion for thee and thy Ch, No more, my native Ilium, shalt thou be 
son and thy ill-fortune, as well as for thy suppliant counted among the towns ne’er sacked; so thick a 

gesture, and I would gladly see yon impious host cloud of Hellene troops is settling all around, wast- 

pay thee this forfeit for the sake of heaven and jus- ing thee with the spear; shorn art thou of thy coro- 

tice, could I but find some way to help thee without nal of towers, and fouled most piteously with filthy 

appearing to the army to have plotted the death of soot; no more, ah me! shall I tread thy streets, 

the Thracian king for Cassandra’s sake. For on one ’Twas in the middle of the night my ruin came, 

point I am assailed by perplexity; the army count in the hour when sleep steals sweetly o’er the eyes 

this man their friend, the dead their foe; that he is after the feast is done. My husband, the music 

dear to thee is a matter apart, wherein the army has o’er, and the sacrifice that sets the dance afoot now 

no share. Reflect on this; for though thou find’st me ended, was lying in our bridal-chamber, his spear 

ready to share thy toil and quick to lend my aid, hung on a peg; with never a thought of the 

yet the risk of being reproached by the Achacans sailor- throng encamped upon the Trojan shores; 

makes me hesitate. and I was braiding up my tresses ’neath a tight- 

He, Ah! there is not in the world a single man drawn snood before my golden mirror’s countless 
free; for he is either a slave to money or to fortune, rays, that I might lay me down to rest; when lo! 

or else the people in their thousands or the fear of through the city rose a din, and a cry went ringing 

public prosecution prevents him from following the down the streets of Troy, “Ye sons of Hellas, when, 

dictates of his heart. oh! when will ye sack the citadel of Ilium, and seek 

But since thou art afraid, deferring too much to your homes?” Up sprang I from my bed, with only 

the rabble, I will rid thee of that tear. Thus; be a mantle about me, like a Dorian maid, and sought 

privy to my plot if I devise mischief against this in vain, ah me! to station myself at the holy hearth 

murderer, but refrain from any share in it. And if of Artemis; for, after seeing my husband slain, I was 

there break out among the Achacans any uproar or hurried away o’er the broad sea; with many a back- 

attempt at rescue, when the Thracian is suflering ward look at my city, when the ship began her 

his doom, check it, though without seeming to do homeward voyage_and parted me from Ilium’s 

so on my account. For what remains, take heart; I strand; till alas! for very grief I fainted, cursing 

will arrange everything well. Helen the sister of the Dioscuri, and Paris the bale- 

Ag, How? what wilt thou do? wilt take a sword ful shepherd of Ida; for 'twas their marriage, which 

in thy old hand and slay the barbarian, or hast thou was no marriage but a curse by some demon sent, 

drugs or what to help thee ? Who will take thy part ? that robbed me of my country and drove me from 

whence wilt thou procure friends? my home. Ohl may the sea’s salt flood ne’er carry 

He, Sheltered beneath these tents is a host of her home apin; and may she never set foot in her 

Trojan women. father’s hal&l 

Ag, Dost mean the captives, the booty of the Enter polymestor and his sons, 

tielfones? Polymestor, My dear friend Priam, and thou no 

With their help will I punish my murderous foe, less, Hecuba, I weep to see thee and thy city thu$« 
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and thy dau^ter lately slain. Alasi there is naught 
to be ri^ed on; £sir fame is insecure, nor is there any 
guarantee that weal will not be turned to woe. For 
the gods confound our fortunes, tossing them to and 
fro, and introduce confusion, that our perplexity 
may make us worship them. But what boots it to 
bemoan these things, when it brings one no nearer 
to heading the trouble? If thou art blaming me at 
all for my absence, stay a moment; I was away in 
the very heart of Thrace when thou wast brought 
hither; but on my return, just as I was starting from 
my home for the same purpose, thy maid fell in 
with me, and gave me thy message, which brought 
me here at once. 

He, Polymestor, I am holden in such wretched 
plight that I blush to meet thine eye; for my pres- 
ent evil case makes me ashamed to face thee who 
didst se^me in happier days, and I cannot look on 
thee with unfaltering gaze. Do not then think it 
ill-will on my part, Polymestor; there is another 
cause as well, I mean the custom which forbids 
women to meet men’s gaze. 

Polym. No wonder, surely. But what need hast 
thou of me ? Why didst send for me to come hither 
from my house? 

He, I wish to tell thee and thy children a private 
matter of my own; prithee, bid thy attendants with- 
draw from the tent. 

Polym, (To his Attendants) Retire; this desert spot 
is safe enough. (7b hecuba) Thou art my friend, 
and this Achaean host is well-disposed to me. But 
thou must tell me how prosperity is to succour its 
unlucky friends; for ready am I to do so. 

He, First tell me of the child Polydorc, whom 
thou art keeping in thy halls, received from me and 
his father; is he yet alive? The rest will I ask thee 
after that. 

Polym, Yes, thou still hast a share in fortune 
there. 

He, Well said, dear friend! how worthy of thee! 

Polym, What next wouldst learn of me? 

He, Hath he any recollection of me his mother? 

Polym, Aye, he was longing to steal away hither 
to thee. 

He, Is the gold safe, which he brought with him 
from Troy? 

Polym, Safe under lock and key in my halls. 

He, There keep it, but covet not thy neighbour’s 
goods. 

Polym, Not I; God grant me luck of what I have, 
lady! 

He, Dost know what I wish to say to thee and 
thy children? 

Polym, Not yet; thy words maybe will declare it. 
. He, May it grow as dear to thee as thou now art 
to mcl 

Pol^, What is it that I and my children are to 
learn? 

He, There be ancient vaults filled full of gold by 
Priam’s line. 

Polym, Is it this thou wouldst tell thv son? 

He. Yes, by thy lips, for thou art a righteous man. 
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Polym, What need then of these children’s pres- 
ence? 

He, *Tis better they should know it, in case of thy 
death. 

Polym, True; ’tis also the wiser way. 

He, Well, dost thou know where stands the shrine 
of Trojan Athena? 

Polym, Is the gold there? what is there to mark 
it? 

He, A black rock rising above the ground. 

Polym, Is there aught else thou wouldst tell me 
about the place? 

He, I wish to keep safe the treasure I brought 
from Troy. 

Polym, Where can it be? inside thy dress, or hast 
thou it hidden ? 

He, ’Tis safe amid a heap of spoils within these 
tents. 

Polym, Where? This is the station built by the 
Achaeans to surround their fleet. 

He, The captive women have huts of their own. 

Polym, Is it safe to enter ? are there no men about ? 

He. There are no Achaeans within; we are alone. 
Enter then the tent, for the Argives are eager to set 
sail from Troy for home; and, when thou hast ac- 
complished all that is appointed thee, thou shalt 
return with thy children to that bourn where thou 
hast lodged my son. 

Exit HECUBA with POLYMESTOR and his children, 

Ch, Not yet hast thou paid the penalty, but may- 
be thou yet wilt; like one who slips and falls into 
the surge with no haven near, so shalt thou lose thy 
own life for the life thou hast taken. For where 
liability to justice coincides with heaven’s law, there 
is ruin fraught with death and doom. Thy hopes of 
this journey shall cheat thee, for it hath led thee, 
unhappy wretch! to the halls of death; and to no 
w'arrior’s hand shalt thou rcjjign thy life. 

Polym, (Within the tent) O horror! I am blinded of 
the light of my eyes, ah me! 

Ch, Heard ye, friends, that Thracian’s cry of woe? 

Polym, (Within) O horror! horror! my children I 
O the cruel blow. 

Ch, Friends, there is strange mischief afoot in yon 
tent. 

Polym. (Within) Nay, ye shall never escape for all 
your hurried flight; for with my fist will I burst 
open the inmost recesses of this building. 

Ch. Hark! how he launches ponderous blows! Shall 
we force an entry? The crisis calls on us to aid 
Hecuba and the Trojan women. 

Enter hecuba. 

He. Strike on, spare not, burst the doors! thou 
shalt ne’er replace bright vision in thy eyes nor ever 
see thy children, whom I have slain, alive again. 

Ch, What! hast thou foiled the Thracian, and is 
the stranger in thv power, mistress mine? is all thy 
threat now brought to pass? 

He, A moment, and thou shalt see him before the 
tent, his eyes put out, with random step advancing 
as a blind man must; yea, and the bodies of his two 
children whom 1 with my brave daughters of Troy 


HECUBA 



ros2-ii22 EURIPIDES ii 22 -ti 78 

did slay; he hath paid me his forfeit; look where he Was it thou that didst this deed, as he avers? thou, 

cometh from the tent. I will withdraw out of his Hecuba, that hast ventured on this inconceivable 

path and stand aloof from the hot fury of this Thra- daring ? 

Clan, my deadly foe. Polym, Hal what is that ? is she somewhere near ? 

Enter polymestor. show me, tell me where, that I may grip her in my 
Polym. Woe is me! whither can I go, where halt, hands and rend her limb from limb, bespattering 

or whither turn ? shall I crawl upon my hands like a her with gore. 

wild four-footed beast on their track? Which path Ag, Ho! madman, what wouldst thou? 

shall I take first, this or that, eager as I am to clutch Polym, By heaven I entreat thee, let me vent on 

those Trojan murderesses that have destroyed me? her the fury of my arm. 

Out upon ye, cursed daughters of Phrygia! to what Ag, Hold ! banish that savage spirit from thy heart 
corner have ye fled cowering before me ? O sun-god, and plead thy cause, that after hearing thee and her 
would thou couldst heal my bleeding orbs, ridding in turn I may fairly decide what reason there is for 
me of my blindness! thy present sufferings. 

Ha! hush! I catch their stealthy footsteps here. Polym. I will tell my tale. There was a son of 
Where can I dart on them and gorge me on their Priam, Polydore, the youngest, a child by Hecuba, 

flesh and bones, making for myself a wild beast’s whom his father Priam sent to me from Troy to 

meal, exacting vengeance in requital of their out- bring up in'nrty halls, suspecting no doubt jthe fall 

rage on me? Ah, woe is me! whither am I rushing, of Troy. Him I slew; but hear my reason for so do- 

leaving my babes unguarded for hell-hounds to ing, to show how cleverly and wisely I had thought 

mangle, to be murdered and ruthlessly cast forth it out. My fear was that if that child were left to be 

upon the hills, a feast of blood for dogs? Where shall thy enemy, he would re-people Troy and settle it 

I stay or turn my steps? where rest? like a ship that afresh; and the Achaeans, knowing that a son of 

lies anchored at sea, so gathering close my linen Priam survived, might bring another expedition 
robe I rush to that chamber of death, to guard my against the Phrygian land and harry and lay waste 
babes. these plains of Thrace hereafter, for the neighbours 

CA. Woe is thee! what grievous outrage hath been of Troy to experience the very troubles we were 

wreaked on thee! a fearful penalty for thy foul deed lately suffering, O king. Now Hecuba, having dls- 

hath the deity imposed, whoe’er he is whose hand covered the death of her son, brought me hither 

is heavy upon thee. on the following pretext, saying she would tell me 

Polym. Woe is me! Ho! my Thracian spearmen, of hidden treasure stored up in Ilium by the race of 

clad in mail, a race of knights whom Ares doth in- Priam; and she led me apart with my children into 

spire! Ho! Achaeans! sons of Atreus ho! to you I the tent, that none but I might hear her newsj. So 
loudly call; come hither, in God’s name come! Doth I sat me down on a couch in their midst to rest; for 
any hearken, or will no man help me? Why do ye there were many of the Trojan maidens seated there, 
delay? Women, captive women have destroyed me. some on my right hand, some on my left, as it had 

A fearful fate is mine; ah me! my hideous outrage! been beside a friend; and they were praising the 

Whither can I turn or go? Shall I take wings and weaving of our Thracian handiwork, looking at this 

soar aloft to the mansions of the sky, where Orion robe as they held it up to the light; meantime others 

and Sirius dart from their eyes a flash as of fire, or examined my Thracian spear and so stripped me of 

shall I, in my misery, plunge to Hades’ murky flood ? the protection of both. And those that were young 

Ch. ’Tis a venial sin, when a man, suffering from mothers were dandling my children in their arms, 

evils too heavy to bear, rids himself of a wretched with loud admiration, as they passed them on from 

existence. hand to hand to remove them far from their father; 

Enter agamemnon. and then after their smooth speeches, (wouldst thou 
Ag, Hearing a cry I am come hither; for Echo, believe it?) in an instant snatching daggers from 

child of the mountain-rock, hath sent her voice some secret place in their dress they stab my chil- 

loud-ringing through the host, causing a tumult, dren; whilst others, like foes, seized me hand and 

Had I not known that Troy’s towers were levelled foot; and if I tried to raise my head, anxious to help 
by the might of Hellas, this uproar had caused no my babes, they would clutch me by the hair; while 
slight panic. if I stirred my hands, I could do nothing, poor 

Polym. Best of friends, for by thy voice I know wretch! for the numbers of the women. At last they 

thee, Agamemnon, dost see my piteous state ? wrought a fearful deed, worse than what had gone 

What! hapless Polymestor, who hath stricken before; for they look their brooches and stabbed 

thee? who hath reft thine eyes of sight, staining the the pupils of my hapless eyes, making them gush 
pupils with blood? who hath slain these children? with blood, and then fled through the chambers; up 

whoe’er he was, fierce must have been his wrath I sprang like a wild beast in pursuit of the shameless 

against thee and thy children. murderesses, searching along each wall with hunter’s 

Polym. Hecuba, helped by the captive women, care, dealing buffets, spreading ruin. This then is 

hath destroyed me; no! not destroyed, far worse what I have suffered because of my zeal for thee, O 

than that. Agamemnon, for slaying an enemy of thine. But to 

Ag* (Addressing becuba) What hast thou to say? spare thee a lengthy speech; if any of the men of 

362 



former times have spoken ill of women, if any doth 
so now, or shall do so hereafter, all this in one short 
sentence will I say; for neither land or sea produces 
a race so pestilent, as whosoever hath had to do with 
them knows full well. 

Ch, Curb thy bold tongue, and do not, because of 
thy own woes, thus embrace the whole race of wom- 
en in one reproach; for though some of us, and those 
a numerous class, deserve to be disliked, there are 
others amongst us who rank naturally amongst the 
good. 

He, Never ought words to have outweighed deeds 
in this world, Agamemnon. No! if a man’s deeds 
had been good, so should his words have been; if, 
on the other hand, «vil, his words should have be- 
trayed their unsoundness, instead of its being pos- 
sible at times to give a fair complexion to injustice. 
There are, ’tis true, clever persons, who have made 
a science of this, but their cleverness cannot last for 
ever; a miserable end awaits them; none ever yet 
escaped. This is a warning I give thee at the outset. 
Now will I turn to this fellow, and will give thee 
thy answer, thou who sayest it was to save Achaea 
double toil and for Agamemnon’s sake that thou 
didst slay my son. Nay, villain, in the first place 
how could the barbarian race ever be friends with 
Hellas? Impossible, ever. Again, what interest hadst 
ihou to further by thy zeal? was it to form some 
marriage, or on the score of kin, or, prithee, why ? 
or was it likely that they would sail hither again and 
destroy thy country’s crops ? Whom dost thou ex- 
pect to persuade into believing that? Wouldst thou 
but speak the truth, it was the gold that slew my 
son, and thy greedy spirit. Now tell me this; why, 
when Troy was victorious, when her ramparts still 
stood round her, when Priam was alive, and Hector’s 
warring prospered, why didst thou not, if thou wert 
really minded to do Agamemnon a service, then 
slay the child, for thou hadst him in thy palace 
’neath thy care, or bring him with thee alive to the 
Argives ? Instead of this, when our sun was set and 
the smoke of our city showed it was in the enemy’s 
power, thou didst murder the guest who had come 
to thy hearth. Furthermore, to prove thy villainy, 
hear this; if thou wert really a friend to those Achac- 
ans, thou shouldst have brought the gold, w^hich 
thou sayest thou art keeping not for thyself but for 
Agamemnon, and given it to them, for they were 
in need and had endured a long exile from their 
native land. Whereas not even now canst thou bring 
thyself to part with it, but persistest in keeping it 
in thy palace. Again, hadst thou kept my son safe and 
sound, as thy duty was, a fair renown would have 
been thy reward, for it is in trouble’s hour that the 
good most clearly show their friendship; though 
prosperity of itself in every case finds friends. Wert 
thou in need of money and he prosperous, that son 
of mine would have been as a mighty treasure for 
thee to draw upon; but now thou hast him no long- 
er to be thy friend, and the benefit of the gold is 
gone from thee, thy children too are dead, and thy- 
self art in this sorry plight. 


To thee, Agamemnon, I say, if thou help this man, 
thou wilt show thy worthlessness; for thou wilt ^ 
serving one devoid of honour or piety, a stranger 
to the claims of good faith, a wicked host; while I 
shall say thou delightest in evil-doers, being such 
an one thyself; but I am not abusing my masters. 

Ch, Look you! how good a cause ever affords men 
an opening for a good speech. 

Ag, To be judge in a stranger’s troubles goes 
much against my grain, but still I must; yea, for to 
take this matter in hand and then put it from me Ls 
a shameful course. My opinion, that thou mayst 
know It, is that it was not for the sake of the Achae- 
ans or me that thou didst slay thy guest, but to keep 
that gold in thy own house. In thy trouble thou 
makest a case in thy own interests. Maybe amongst 
you ’tis a light thing to murder guests, but with us 
in Hellas ’tis a disgrace. How can I escape reproach 
if I judge thee not guilty ? I cannot do it. Nay, since 
thou didst dare thy horrid crime, endure its 
painful consequence. 

Polym. Woe is me! worsted by a woman and a 
slave, I am, it seems, to suffer by unworthy hands. 

He, Is it not just for thy atrocious crime? 

Polym. Ah, my children! ah, my blinded eyes! 
woe is me! 

He. Dost thou grieve? what of me? thinkst thou 
I grieve not for my son ? 

Polym. Thou wicked wretch! thy delight is in 
mocking me. 

He. 1 am avenged on thee; have I not cause for 
joy? 

Polym. The joy will soon cease, in the day when 
ocean’s flood — 

He. Shall convey me to the shores of Hellas ? 

Polym. Nay, but close o’er thee when thou fallest 
from the masthead. 

He. Who will force me to take the leap? 

Polym. Of thy own accord wilt thou climb the 
ship’s mast. 

He. With wings upon my back, or by what means? 

Polym. Thou wilt become a dog with bloodshot 
eyes. 

He. How knowest thou of my transformation? 

Polym. Dionysus, our Thracian prophet, told me 
so. 

He. And did he tell thee nothing of thy present 
trouble? 

Polym. No; else hadst thou never caught me thus 
by guile. 

He. Shall I die or live, and so complete my life on 
earth ? 

Polym. Die shalt thou; and to thy tomb shall be 
given a name — 

He. Recalling my form, or what wilt thou tell me ? 

Polym. “The hapless hound’s grave, a mark for 
mariners. 

He. ’Tis naught to me, now that thou hast paid 
me forfeit. 

Polym. Further, thy daughter Cassandra must die, 

^Cynossema, a promontory in the Thracian Chersonese. 
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He, I scorn the prophecy! I give it to thee to keep 
for thyself. 

Polym, Her shall the wife of Agamemnon, grim 
keeper of his palace, slay. 

He. Never may the daughter of Tyndareus do 
such a frantic deed! 

Polym, And she shall slay this king as well, lifting 
high the axe. 

Ag. Hal sirrah, art thou mad ? art so eager to find 
sorrow ? 

Polym, Kill me, for in Argos there awaits thee a 
murderous bath. 

Ag. Ho! servants, hale him from my sight! 

Polym, Ha! my words gall thee. 


726^5-/295 

Ag. Stop his mouth! 

Polym. Close it now; for I have spoken. 

Ag. Haste and cast him upon some desert island, 
since his mouth is full of such exceeding presump- 
tion. Cjo thou, unhappy Hecuba, and bury thy two 
corpses; and you, Trojan women, to your masters’ 
tents repair, for lo! I perceive a breeze just rising 
to waft us home. Cod grant we reach our country 
and find all well at home, released from troubles 
here! 

Ch. Away to the harbour and the tents, my friends, 
tojirove the toils of slavery! for such is fate’s relent- 
less hest. 

Exeunt omnes. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Amphitryon 

Megara 

Lycus 

Iris 


Madness 

Messenger 

Heracles 

Theseus 


Chorus of Old Men of Thebes 


At the entrance of Heracles' house in Thebes^ be- 
fore the altar of Zeus, Amphitryon, me- 
gara, and her three sons. 

Amphitryon. What mortal hath not heard of him 
who shared a wife with Zeus, Amphitryon of Argos, 
whom on a day Alca:us, son of Perseus, begat, Am- 
phitryon the father of Heracles? lie it was dwelt 
here in Thebes, where from the so\ving of the drag- 
on’s teeth grew up a crop of earth-born giants; for 
of these Ares saved a scanty band, and their chil- 
dren’s children people the city of Cadmus. Hence 
spuing Creon, son of Menoeceus, king of this land; 
and Creon became the father of this lady Mcgara, 
whom once all Cadmus’ race escorted with the glad 
music of lutes at her wedding, in the day that Hera- 
cles, illustrious chief, led her to my halls. Now he, 
my son, left Thebes where I was settled, left his wile 
Mcgara and her kin, eager to make his home in 
Argolis, in that walled town^ which the Cyclopes 
built, whence I am exiled for the slaying of Electry- 
cm; so he, wishing to lighten my affliction and to 
find a home in his own land, did offer Eurystheus 
a mighty price for my recall, even to free the world 
of savage monsters, whether it was that Ilera goaded 
him to submit to this or that fate was leagued against 
him. Divers arc the toils he hath accomplished, and 
last of all hath he passed through the mouth of 
Tacnarus into the halls of Hades to drag to the light 
that hound with bodies three, and thence is he nev- 
er returned. Now there is an ancient legend amongst 
the race of Cadmus, that one Lycus in days gone by 
was husband to Dirce, being king of this city with 
its seven towers, before that Amphion and Zethus, 
sons of Zeus, lords of the milk-white steeds, became 
rulers in the land. His .son, called by the same name 
as his father, albeit no Theban but a stranger from 
Euboea, slew Creon, and after that seized the gov- 
ernment, having fallen on this city when weakened 
by dissension. So this connection with Creon is like- 
ly to prove to us a serious evil; for now' that my son 
is in the bowels of the earth, this illustrious monarch 
Lycus is bent on extirpating the children of Hera- 
cles, to quench one bloody feud with another, like- 
wise his wife and me, if useless age like mine is to 


rank amongst men, that the boys may never grow 
up to exact a blood- penalty of their uncle’s family. 
So I, left here by my son, whilst he is gone into the 
pitchy darkness of the earth, to tend and guard his 
children in his house, am taking my place with their 
mother, that the race of Heracles may not perish, 
here at the altar of Zeus the Saviour, which my own 
gallant child set up to commemorate his glorious 
victory over the Minyx'. And here we aic careful to 
keep our station, though in need ot everything, of 
food, of drink, and raiment, huddled together on 
the hard bare ground; for wc are barred out from 
our house and sit here for want of any other safety. 
As for friends, some 1 see are insincere; while others, 
who arc staunch, have no power to help us further. 
This IS what misfortune means to man; God grant 
it may nc\er fall to the lot of any who bears the 
least goodw'ill to me, to apply this never-failing test 
of friendship! 

Mcgara. Old w’arrior, w’ho erst did raze the cita- 
del of the Taphians leading on the troops of I'hebes 
to glory, how' iinccilain arc Clod’s dealings with 
man! I for instance, as far as concerned my sirc^ was 
never an outcast of fortune, for he was once ac- 
counted a man of might by reason of his wealth, 
possessed as he w'as of royal power, for which long 
spears are launched at the lives of the fortunate 
through love of it; children too he had; and me did 
he betroth to thy son, matching me in glorious mar- 
riage with Heracles. Whereas now all that is dead 
and gone from us; and 1 and thou, old friend, art 
doomed to die, and these children of Heracles, whom 
I am guarding ’ncath my wing as a bird kcepeth her 
tender chicks under her. And they the while in turn 
keep asking rne, “Mother, whither is our father 
gone from the land ? what is he about ? when will he 
return ?” Thus they inquire for their father, in child- 
ish perplexity; while I put them off with excuses, 
inventing stories; but still I wonder if ’tis he when- 
ever a door creaks on its hinges, and up they all 
start, thinking to embrace their father’s knees. What 
hope or way of .salvation art thou now devising, old 
friend? for to thee 1 look. We can never steal be- 
yond the boundaries of the land unseen, for there is 
too strict a watch set on us at every outlet, nor have 

sCrcoQ. 
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We any longer hopes of safety in our friends. What- 
ever thy scheme is, declare it, lest our death be made 
ready, while we are only prolonging the time, pow- 
erless to escape. 

Am. ’Tis by no means easy, my daughter, to give 
one’s earnest advice on such matters offhand, with- 
out weary thought. 

Meg Dost need a further taste of grief, or cling 
so fast to life ? 

Am. Yes, I love this life, and cling to its hopes. 

Meg. So do I; but it boots not to expect the un- 
expected, old friend. 

Am. In these delays is left the only cure for our 
evils. 

Meg. *Tis the pain of that interval I feel so. 

Am. Daughter, there may yet be a happy escape 
from present troubles for me and thee; my son, thy 
husband, may yet arrive. So calm thyself, and wipe 
those tears from thy children’s eyes, and sooth them 
with soft words, inventing a tale to delude them, 
piteous though such fraud be. Yea, for men’s mis- 
fortunes ofttimes flag, and the stormy w-ind doth 
not always blow so strong, nor arc the prosperous 
ever so; for all things change, making way for each 
other. The bravest man is he who relic th ever on 
his hopes, but despair is the mark of a coward. 

Enter chortis of old mln of tiilbls. 

Chorus, lo the sheltering roof, to the old man’s 
couch, leaning on my staff have I set forth, chanting 
a plaintive dirge like some bird grown grey, 1 that 
am but a voice and nothing more, a fancy bred of 
the visions of sleep by night, palsied with age, yet 
meaning kindly. All hail! ye orphaned babes! all 
hail, old friend! thou too, unhappy mother, wailing 
for thy husband in the halls of Hades! Faint not loo 
soon upon your way, nor let your limbs grow weary, 
even as a colt beneath the yoke grows weary as he 
mounts some stony hill, dragging the weight of a 
wheeled car. 'lake hold of hand or robe, whoso leels 
his footsteps falter. Old friend, escort another like 
thyself, who erst amid his toiling pccis in the days 
of our youth would take his place beside thee, no 
blot upon his country’s glorious record. 

Sec how like their father’s sternly flash these chil- 
dren’s eyes! Misfortune, God wot, hath not failed 
his children, nor yet hath his comeliness been denied 
them. O Hellas! if thou lose these, of what allies 
wilt thou rob thyself! 

But hist! I see Lycus, the ruler of this land, draw- 
ing near the house. 

Enter Lycus. 

Lycus. One question, if I may, to this father of 
Heracles and his wife; and certainly as your lord 
and master I have a right to put what questions I 
choose. How long do ye seek to prolong your lives? 
What hope, what succour do ye sec to save you 
from death? Do you trust that these children’s 
father, who lies dead in the halls of Hades, will re- 
turn ? How unworthily ye show your sorrow at hav- 
ing to die, thou (to Amphitryon) after thy idle 
boasts, scattered broadcast through Hellas, that 
Zeus was partner in thy marriage- bed and there 
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begat a new god; and thou (to megara) after calling 
thyself the wife of so peerless a lord. 

After all, what was the fine exploit thy husband 
achieved, if he did kill a water-snake in a marsh or 
that monster of Nemea ? which he caught in a snare, 
for all he says he strangled it to death in his arms. 
Are these your weapons for the hard struggle? Is it 
for this then that Heracles’ children should be spared ? 
a man who has won a reputation for valour in his 
contests w^ith beasts, in all else a weakling; who 
ne’er buckled shield to arm nor faced the spear, but 
with a bow, that cow^ard’s weapon, was ever ready 
to run away. Archery is no test of manly bravery; 
no! he is a man w'ho keeps his post in the ranks and 
steadily faces the sw ift wound the spear may plough. 
My policy, again, old man, shows no reckless cruel- 
ty, but cautjon; for I am well aware I slcw,Creon, 
the father of Megara, and am in possessing of his 
throne. So I have no wish that these childrcr^ should 
grow up and be left to take vengeance on\me in 
requital for what I have done. \ 

Am. a\s for Zeus, let Zeus defend his son’s case; 
but as for me, Heracles, I am only anxious on thy 
behalf to prove by what I say this tyrant’s ignor- 
ance; for 1 cannot allow' thee to be ill spoken of. 
I'irst then for that which should never have been 
said— for to speak of thee Heracles as a coward is, 
methinks, outside the pale of speech— of that must 
1 clear thee with heaven to witness. I appeal then to 
the thunder of Zeus, and the chariot wherein he 
rode, when he pierced the giants, earth’s brood, to 
the heart with liis w^inged shafts, and with gods up- 
lifted the glorious triumph- song; or go to Pholoe 
and ask the insolent tribe of four-legged Centaurs, 
thou cra\'cn king, ask them who they W'ould judge 
their bravest foe; will they not say my son, W'ho 
according to thee is but a pretender? Wert thou to 
ask Fubcean Dirphys, thy native place, it would 
nowase sing thy praise, for thou hast never done a 
single gallant deed to which thy country can wit- 
ness. Next thou dost disparage that clever inven- 
tion, an archer’s weapon; come, listen to me and 
learn w’isdom. A man who fights in line is a slave to 
his weapons, and if his fellow-comrades want for 
courage he is slain himself through the cowardice 
of his neighbours, or, if he break his spear, he has 
not wherewithal to defend his body from death, 
having only one means of defence; whereas all who 
are armed with the trusty bow% though they have 
but one weapon, yet is it the best; for a man, after 
discharging countless arrows, still has others where- 
to defend himself from death, and standing at a 
distance keeps off the enemy, wounding them for 
all their watchfulness with shafts invisible, and nev- 
er exposing himself to the foe, but keeping under 
cover; and this is far the wisest course in battle, to 
harm the enemy, if they are not stationed out of 
shot, and keep safe oneself. These arguments com- 
pletely contradict thine with regard to the matter 
at issue. Next, w^hy art thou desirous of slaying 
these children? What have they done to thee? One 
piece of wisdom I credit thee with, thy coward 
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terror of a brave man’s descendants. Still it is hard sire; for then had I stopped thee calling me slave, 

on us, if for thy cowardice we must die; a fate that and 1 would have governed Thebes, wherein thou 

ought to have overtaken thee at our braver hands, if art now exulting, with credit; for a city sick with 

Zeus had been fairly disposed towards us. But, if thou dissension and evil counsels ihinkcth not aright; 

art so anxious to make thyself supreme in the land, otherwise it would never have accepted thee as its 
let us at least go into exile; abstain from all violence, master. 

else thou wilt suffer by it whenso the deity causes Meg. Old sirs, I tliank you; ’tis right that friends 
fortune’s breeze to veer round. should led \ irtuous indignation on behalf of those 

Ah! thou land of Cadmus— for to thee too will I they love; but do not on our account vent vour 

turn, upbraiding thee with words of reproach— is anger on tlic tyiant to your own undoing. Hear my 

this your succour of Heracles and his children? the advice, Amj>hitr>on, if haply there appear to thee 

man who faced alone the Minyan host in battle and to be aught in what 1 say. 1 lov e iny children; strange 

allowed Thebes to sec the light with freemen’s eyes. if 1 did not love those whom 1 laboured to bring 

I cannot praise Hellas, nor will I ever keep silence, forth! Death I count a dreadlul fate; but the man, 

finding her .so craven as regards my son; she should who wrestles with necessity, I esteem a fool. Since 

have come with fire and sword and warrior’s arms we must die, let us do so without being burnt alive, 

to help these tender babes, to requite him for all to fiunish our loes with food lor merriment, which 

his labours in purging land and sea. Such help, my to my mind is an evil worse than death; for many a 

children, neither Hellas nor the city of Thebes afi fair guerdon do we owe our family. "Hiinc has ever 
fords you; to me a feeble friend ye look, that am been a w’arrior’s fair fame, so ’tis not to be endured 

but empty sound and nothing more. For the vigour that thou shouldst die a cowauTs death; and mv 

which once I had, is gone from me; my limbs arc husband’s reputation needs no one to witness that 
palsied with age, and my strength is decayed. Were he w'otild ne’er consent to save these children’s lives 

i but young and still a man of my hands, I would by letting them incur the stain of cowardice; for 

have seized my spear and dabbled those flaxen locks the noble aic allhcted by disgrace on account of 

of his with blood, so that the coward would now be their children, nor must I shrink from following mv 

flying from my prowess beyond the bounds of Atlas. lord’s example. As to thy hopes considei how I weigh 

Ch. Have not the brave amongst mankind a fair them. Thou thinkesi thy son will return from be- 

opening for speech, albeit slow' to begin? neath the earth: who ever has come back from the 

Ly. Say what thou wilt of me in thy exalted dead out of the halls of Hades? Thou hast a hope 

phrase, but I by deeds will make thee rue those perhaps of sol ten mg this man by entreaiv: no, no! 

words. {Calling to his servants) Ho! bid w'ood-cuttcrs better to fly iiom one’s enemv when he is so brut- 
go, some to Helicon, others to the glens of Parnas- ish, but yield to men of breeding and culture; tor 
sus, and cut me logs of oak, and w'hen they are thou wilt more easily obtain mercy there by friend- 

brought to the town, pile up a stack of wood all ly overtures, 'riue, a thought has already occurred 

round the altar on cither side thereof, and set fire to me that we might by entreaty obtain a sentence 

to it and burn them all alive, that they may learn of exile for the cluldrcn; yet this too is misery, to 

that the dead no longer rules this land, but that for compass their deliverance with dire jKnury as the 

the present I am king. {Angrily to the ciioru.s) As result; for ’tis a saying that hosts look sweetly on 

for you, old men, since ye thwart my views, not for banished Inends for a day and no more. Steel thy 

the children of Heracles alone shall ye lament, but heart to die with us, foi that awaits thee after all. 

likewise for every blow' that strikes his house, and By thy brave soul 1 challenge thee, old friend; for 

ye shall ne’er forget ye arc slaves and 1 your prince. whoso struggles hard to escape destiny show's zeal 

Ch. Ye sons of h:arth, whom Arcs on a day did no doubt, but ’lis zeal with a taint of folly; for what 

SOW', when from the dragon’s ravening jaw he had must be, no one will ever avail to alter, 

torn the teeth, up w’ith your staves, w'hereon ye Ch. If a man had insulted thee, while yet my 
lean your hands, and dash out this miscreant’s brainsi arms w'cre lusty, there would have been an easy 

a fellow who, without even being a Theban, but a w'ay to stop him; hut now am I a thing of naught; 

foreigner, lords it shamefully o’er the younger folk; and so thou henceforth, Amphitryon, must scheme 

bur t.jy master shalt thou never be to thy joy, nor how' to avert misfortune. 

shalt thou reap the harvest of all my toil; begone Am, ’Tis not cow'ardice or any longing for life 
With my curse upon thee! carry thy insolence back that hinders my dying, but my wish to save my 

to the place whence it came. For never w'hilst I live, son’s children, though no doubt I am vainly wishing 

shalt thou slay these sons of Heracles; not so deep for impossibilities. Lo! here is my neck ready for 

beneath the earth hath their father disappeared from thy sword to pierce, my body for thee to hack or 

his children’s ken. Thou art in posse.ssion of this hurl from the rock; only one boon I crave for both 

land which thou hast ruined, w'hile he its benefactor of us, O king; slay rnc and this hapless mother be- 

has missed his just rcw'ard; and yet do I take too fore thou slay the children, that we may not sec the 

much upon myself because 1 help those I love after hideous sight, as they gasp out their lives, calling on 

their death, when most they need a friend? Ah! their mother and their fathers sire; for the rest 

right hand, how fain wouldst thou w'ield the spear, work thy will, if so thou art inclined; for wc have no 

but thy weakness is a death-blow to thy fond de- defence against death. 
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Meg, I too implore thee add a second boon, that 
by thy single act thou mayst put us both under a 
double obligation; suffer me to deck my children in 
robes of death— first opening the palace gates, for 
now are we shut out— that this at least they may 
obtain from their father’s halls. 

Ly, I grant it, and bid my servants undo the 
bolts. Go in and deck yourselves; robes I grudge 
not. But soon as ye have clothed yourselves, I will 
return to you to consign you to the nether world. 

Exit LYCUS. 

Meg, Children, follow the footsteps of your liap- 
less mother to your father’s halls, where others pos- 
sess his substance, though his name is still ours. 

Exit MEGARA with hcT children. 

Am, O Zeus, in vain, it seems, did I get thee to 
share my bride with me; in vain used we to call thee 
father of my son. After all thou art less our friend 
than thou didst pretend. Great god as thou art, I, 
a mere mortal, surpass thee in true worth. For 1 
did not betray the children of Heracles; but thou 
by stealth didst find thy way to my couch, taking 
another’s wife without leave given, while to save 
thy own friends thou hast no skill. Either thou art 
a god of little sense, or else naturally unjust. 

Exit AMPHITRYON. 

Ch, Phoebus is singing a plaintive dirge to drown 
his happier strains, striking with key of gold his 
sweet- tongued lyre; so too am I fain to sing a song 
of praise, a crown to all his toil, concerning him who 
is gone to the gloom beneath the nether world, 
whether I am to call him son of Zeus or of Amphit- 
ryon. For the praise of noble toils accomplished is 
a glory to the dead. First he cleared the grove of 
Zeus of a lion, and put its skin upon his back, hiding 
his auburn hair in its fearful gaping jaws; then on a 
day, with murderous bow he wounded the race of 
wild Centaurs, that range the hills, slaying them 
with winged shafts; Peneus, the river of fair eddies, 
knows him well, and those far fields unharvested, 
and the steadings on Pelion and they^ who haunt 
the glens of Homole bordering thereupon, whence 
they rode forth to conquer Thessaly, arming them- 
selves with pines for clubs; likewise he slew that 
dappled hind with horns of gold, that preyed upon 
the country-folk, glorifying Artemis, huntress queen 
of (Enoe; next he mounted on a car and tamed with 
the bit the steeds of Diomede, that greedily champed 
their bloody food at gory mangers with jaws un- 
bridled, devouring with hideous joy the flesh of 
men; then crossing Hebrus’ silver stream he still 
toiled on to perform the bests of the tyrant of My- 
cenae, till he came to the strand of Malian gulf by 
the streams of Anaurus, where he slew with his ar- 
rows Cycnus, murderer of his guests, unsocial wretch 
who dwelt in Amphanae; also he came to those min- 
strel maids, to their orchard in the west, to pluck 
from the leafy apple-tree its golden fruit, when he 
had slain the tawny dragon, whose awful coils were 
twined all round to guard it; and he made his way 
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into ocean lairs, bringing calm to men that use the 
oar;2 moreover he sought the home of Atlas, and 
stretched out his hands to uphold the firmament, 
and on his manly shoulders took the starry mansions 
of the gods; then he went through the waves of 
heaving Euxine against the mounted host of Ama- 
zons dwelling round Maeotis, the lake that is fed by 
many a stream, having gathered to his standard all 
his friends from Hellas, to fetch the gold-embroi- 
dered raiment of the warrior queen, a deadly quest 
for a girdle. And Hellas won those glorious spoils 
of the barbarian maid, and safe in Mycenae are they 
now. On Lerna’s murderous hound, the many- 
headed water-snake, he set his branding-iron, and 
smeared its venom on his darts, wherewith he slew 
the shepherd of Erytheia* a monster with three 
bodies; and many another glorious achievement he 
brought to a happy issue; to Hades’ house jof tears 
hath he now sailed, the goal of his labours, where he 
is ending his career of toil, nor cometh heuhence 
again. Now is thy house left without a friend, and 
Charon’s boat awaits thy children to bear tnem on 
that journey out of life, whence is no returning, 
contrary to God’s law and man’s justice; and it is 
to thy prowess that thy house is looking although 
thou art not here. Had I been strong and lusty, able 
to brandish the spear in battle’s onset, my Theban 
compeers too, I would have stood by thy children 
to champion them; but now my happy youth is 
gone and I am left. 

But lo! I see the children of Heracles who was 
erst so great, clad in the vesture of the grave, and 
his loving wife dragging her babes along at her side, 
and that hero’s aged sire. Ah! woe is me! no longer 
can I stem the flood of tears that spring to my old 
eyes. 

Enter Amphitryon, megara, and children, 

Meg, Come now, who is to sacrifice or butcher 
these poor children ? or rob me of my wretched life ? 
Behold! the victims are ready to be led to Hades’ 
halls. O my children! an ill-matched company are 
we hurried off to die, old men and babes, and mothers, 
all together. Alas! for my sad fate and my children’s, 
whom these eyes now for the last time behold. So 
I gave you birth and reared you only for our foes 
to mock, to flout, and slay. Ah me! how bitterly my 
hopes have disappointed me in the expectation I 
once formed from the words of your father. {Ad- 
dressing each of her three sons in turn) To thee thy 
dead sire was for giving Argos; and thou wert to 
dwell in the halls of Eurystheus, lording it o’er the 
fair fruitful land of Argolis; and o’er thy head would 
he throw that lion’s skin wherewith himself was 
girt. Thou wert to be king of Thebes, famed for its 
chariots, receiving as thy heritage my broad lands, 
for so thou didst coax thy father dear; and to thy 
hand used he to resign the carved club, his sure 
defence, pretending to give it thee. To thee he prom- 
ised to give (Echalia, which once his archery had 

he cleared the sea of pirates. 

•Geryon. 
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wasted. Thus with three principalities would your 
father exalt you his three sons, proud of your manli- 
ness; while I was choosing the best brides for you, 
scheming to link you by marriage to Athens, Thebes, 
and Sparta, that ye might live a happy life with a 
fast sheet-anchor to hold by. And now that is all 
vanished; fortune’s breeze hath veered and given 
to you for brides the maidens of death in their 
stead, and tears to me to bathe them in ; woe is me for 
my foolish thoughts! and your grandsire here is cele- 
brating your marriage-feast, accepting Hades as the 
father of your brides, a grim relationship to make. 
Ah me! which of you shall I first press to my bosom, 
which last ? on which bestow my kiss, or clasp close 
to me? Oh! would that like the bee with russet 
wing, I could collect from every source my sighs in 
one, and, blending them together, shed them in one 
copious flood! Heracles, dear husband mine, to thee 
I call, if haply mortal voice can make itself heard in 
Hades’ halls; thy father and children are dying, and 
I am doomed, I who once because of thee was counted 
blest as men count bliss. Come to our rescue; ap- 
pear, I pray, if but as a phantom, since thy mere 
coming would be enough, for they arc cowards com- 
pared with thee, who are slaying thy children. 

Am, Lady, do thou prepare the funeral riles; but 
I, O Zeus, stretching out my hand to heaven, call 
on thee to help these children, if such be thy inten- 
tion; for soon will any aid of thine be unavailing; 
and yet thou hast been oft invoked ; my toil is wasted ; 
death seems inevitable. Ye aged friends, the joys of 
life are few; so take heed that yc pass through it as 
gladly as ye may, without a thought of sorrow from 
morn till night; for time recks little of preserving 
our hopes; and, when he has busied himself on- his 
own business, away he flies. I^ok at me, a man who 
had made a mark amongst his fellows by deeds of 
note; yet hath fortune in a single day robbed me of 
it as of a feather that floats away toward the sky. I 
know not any whose plenteous wealth and high rep- 
utation is fixed and sure; fare yc well, for now have 
ye seen the last of your old friend, my comrades. 

Meg. Ha! old friend, is it my own, my dearest I 
behold ? or what am I to say ? 

Am. I know not, my daughter; I too am struck 
dumb. 

Meg. Is this he who, they told us, was beneath the 
earth? 

Am. ’Tis he, unless some day-dream mocks our 
sight. 

Meg. What am I saying? What visions do these 
anxious eyes behold ? Old man, this is none other 
than thy own son. Come hither, my children, cling 
to your father’s robe, make haste to come, never 
loose your hold, for here is one to help you, nowise 
behind our saviour Zeus. 

Enter heracles. 

Heracles. All hail! my house, and portals of my 
home, how glad am I to emerge to the light and sec 
thee. Ha! what is this? I see my children before the 
house in the garb of death, with chaplets on their 
heads, and my wife amid a throng of men, and my 


52^-570 

father weeping o’er some mischance. Let me draw 
near to them and inquire; lady, what strange stroke 
of fate hath fallen on the house? 

Meg. Dearest of all mankind to me! O ray of light 
appearing to thy sire! art thou safe, and is thy com- 
ing just in time to help thy dear ones? 

He. W’hat meanest thou ? what is this confusion 
I find on my arrival, father? 

Meg. We are being ruined; forgive me, old friend, 
if 1 have anticipated that which thou hadst a right 
to tell him; for woman’s nature is perhaps more 
prone than man’s to grief, and they are my children 
that were being led to death, w'hich was my own 
lot too. 

He. Great Apollo! what a prelude to thy story! 
Meg. Dead are my brethren, dead my hoary sire. 
He. How so? what befell him? who dealt the 
fatal blow? 

Meg. Lycus, our splendid monarch, slew him. 
He. Did he meet him in fiiir fight, or w'as the land 
sick and weak ? 

Meg. Aye, from faction; now is he master of the 
city of Cadmus with its seven gates. 

He. Why hath panic fallen on thee and my aged 
sire? 

Meg. He meant to kill thy father, me, and my 
children. 

He. Why, what had he to fear from my orphan 
babes? 

Meg. He was afraid they might some day avenge 
Creon’s death. 

He. What means this dress they wear, suited to 
the dead ? 

Meg. ’Tis the garb of death we have already put on. 
He. And were ye being haled to death? O woe 
is me! 

Meg. Yes, deserted by every friend, and informed 
that thou wert dead. 

He. What put such desperate thoughts into your 
heads ? 

Meg. That was what the heralds of Eurystheus 
kept proclaiming. 

He. Why did ye leave my hearth and home? 
Meg. He forced us; thy hither was dragged from 
his bed. 

lie. Had he no mercy, to ill-use the old man so? 
Meg. Mercy forsooth! that goddess and he dwell 
far enough apart. 

He. Was I so poor in friends in my absence? 
Meg. Who are the friends of a man in misfortune? 
He. Do they make so light of my hard warring 
with the Minyae? 

Meg. Misfortune, to repeat it to thee, has no 
friends. 

He. Cast from your heads these chaplets of death, 
look up to the light, for instead of the nether gloom 
your eyes behold the welcome sun. I, meantime, 
since here is work for my hand, will first go raze this 
upstart tyrant’s halls, and when I have beheaded 
the miscreant, I will throw him to dogs to tear; and 
every Theban who I find has played the traitor 
after my kindness, will 1 destroy with this victorious 
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club; the rest will I scatter with my feathered shafts 
and fill Ismcnus full of bloody corpses, and Dircc’s 
clear fount shall run red with gore. For whom ought 
I to help rather than wife and children and aged 
sire? Farewell rny labours! for it was in vain 1 ac- 
complished them rather than succoured these. And 
yet I ought to die in their defence, since they for 
their sire were doomed; else what shall we find so 
noble in having fought a h}dra and a lion at the 
bests of Eurystheus, if I make no effort to save my 
own children from death ? No longer I trow, as here- 
tofore, shall 1 be called Heracles the victor. 

C//. ’71s only right that parents should help their 
children, their aged sires, and the partners of their 
marriage. 

Am. My son, ’tis like thee to show thy love for 
thy dear ones and thy hate for all that is hostile; 
only curb excessive hastiness. 

He. Wherein, father, am I now showing more 
than filling haste? 

Am. The king hath a host of allies, needy villains 
though pretending to be rich, who sowed dissension 
and o’erthrew the state with a view to plundering 
their neighbours; for the wealth they had in their 
houses was all spent, dissipated by their sloth. 7’hou 
was seen entering the city; and, that being so, be- 
ware that thou bring not thy enemies together and 
be slain unawares. 

He. Little I reck if the whole city saw me; but 
happening to sec a bird perched in an unlucky po- 
sition, from it I learnt that some trouble had be- 
fallen my house; so 1 purposely made my entry to 
the land by stealth. 

Am. For thy lucky coming hither, go salute thy 
household altar, and let thy father’s halls behold 
thy face. For soon will the king be here in person to 
drag aw'ay thy wife and children and murder them, 
and to add me to the bloody list. But if thou remain 
on the spot all will go well, and thou wilt profit by 
this security; but do not rouse thy city ere thou 
hast these matters well in train, my son. 

He. I will do so; thy advice is good; I will enter 
my house. After my return at length from the sun- 
less den of Hades and the maiden queen of hell, I 
will not neglect to greet first of all the gods beneath 
my roof. 

Am. W’hy, didst thou in very deed go to the 
house of Hades, my son ? 

He. Aye, and brought to the light that three- 
headed monster. 

Am. Didst worst him in fight, or receive him 
from the goddess ? 

He. In fair fight; for I had been lucky enough to 
witness the rites of the initiated.^ 

Am. Is the monster really lodged in the house of 
Eurystheus? 

He. The grove of Demeter and the city of Her- 
mione are his prison. 

Am. Does not Eurystheus know that thou hast 
returned to the upper world ? 
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He. He knows not; I came hither first to learn 
your news. 

Am. How is it thou wert so long beneath the 
earth ? 

He. I stayed awhile attempting to bring back 
Theseus from Hades, father. 

Am. Where is he ? gone to his native land ? 

He. He set out for Athens right glad to have es- 
caped from the lower world. Come, children, attend 
your father to the house. My entering in is fairer 
in your eyes, I trow, than my going out. Take heart, 
and no more let the tears stream from your eyes; 
thou loo, dear wife, collect thy courage, cease from 
fear; leave go of my robe; for 1 cannot fly away, 
nor have I any wish to flee from those I love. Ah! 
they do not loose their hold, but cling to my gar- 
ments all the more; were ye in such jeopardy ? Well, 
I must lead%them, taking them by the hand, to draw 
them after me, like a ship when towing; itor I too 
do not reject the care of my children; here HI man- 
kind are equal; all love their children, both \hosc of 
high estate and those who are naught; *tis 'wealth 
that makes distinctions among them; some have, 
others want; but all the human race loves its off- 
spring. 

Exeunt hekacles, Amphitryon, and mecara, with 
their children. 

Ch. Dear to me is youth, but old age is ever hang- 
ing o’er my head, a burden heavier than /Lima’s 
crags, casting its pall of gloom upon my eyes. Oh! 
never may the wealth of Asia’s kings tempt me to 
barter for houses storid with gold my happy youth, 
which is in wealth and poverty alike most fair! But 
old age is gloomy and deathly; I hate it; let it sink 
beneath the waves! \^’ould it had never found its 
way to the homes and towns of mortal men, but 
w'ere still drifting on for ever dowm the wind! Had 
the gods shown discernment and wisdom, as mor- 
tals count these things, men would have gotten 
youth twice over, a visible mark of worth amongst 
whomsoever found, and after death would these 
have retraced their steps once more to the sun-light, 
while the mean man would have had but a single 
portion of life; and thus w'ould it have been possible 
to distinguish the good and the bad, just as sailors 
know the number of the stars amid the clouds. But, 
as it is, the gods have set no certain boundary ’twixt 
gootl and bad, but time’s onward roll brings in- 
crease only to man’s wealth. 

Never w'ill I cease to link in one the Graces and 
the Muses, fairest union. Never may my lines be 
cast among untutored boors, but ever may I find 
a place among the crowned choir! Yes, still the aged 
bard lifts up his voice of bygone memories; still is 
my song of the triumphs of Heracles, whether 
Bromius the giver of wine is nigh, or the strains of 
the seven-stringed lyre and the Libyan flute are 
rising; not yet will I cease to sing the Muses’ praise, 
my patrons in the dance. As the maids of Delos 
raise their song of joy, circling round the temple 
gates in honour of Leto’s fair son, the graceful danc- 
er; so I with my old lips will sing songs of victory 
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at thy palace-doors, a song of my old age, such as 
sings the dying swan; for there is a goodly theme for 
minstrelsy; he is the son of Zeus; yet high above his 
noble birth tower his deeds of prowess, for his toil 
secured this life of calm for man, having destroyed 
all fearsome beasts. 

Enter lycus and Amphitryon. 

Ly. Ha! Amphitryon, ’tis high time thou earnest 
forth from the palace; ye have been too long array- 
ing yourselves in the robes and trappings of the 
dead. Come, bid the wife and children of Heracles 
show themselves outside the house, to die on the 
conditions you yourselves offered. 

Am. O king, thou dost persecute me in my misery 
and heapest insult upon me over and above the loss 
of my son; thou shouldst have been more moderate 
in thy zeal, though thou art my lord and master. 
But since thou dost impose death’s stern necessity 
on me, needs must I acquiesce and do thy will. 

Ly. Pray, where is Mcgara ? where are the chil- 
dren of Alcmena’s son ? 

Am. She, I believe, so far as I can guess from out- 
side — 

Ly. What grounds hast thou to base thy fancy 
on? 

Am. Is sitting as a suppliant on the altar’s hal- 
lowed steps. 

Ly. Imploring them quite uselessly to save her 
life. 

Am. And calling on her dead husband, quite in 
vain. 

Ly. He is nowhere near, and he certainly will 
never come. 

Am. No, unless perhaps a god should raise him 
from the dead. 

Ly. Go to her and bring her from the palace. 

Am. By doing so I should become an accomplice 
in her murder. 

Ly. Since thou hast this scruple, I, who have left 
fear behind, will myself bring out the mother and 
her children. Follow me, servants, that we may put 
an end to this delay of our work to our joy. 

Exit LYCUS. 

Am. Then go thy way along the path of fate; for 
what remains, maybe another will provide. Expect 
for thy evil deeds to find some trouble thyself. Ah! 
my aged friends, he is marching fairly to his doom; 
soon will he be entangled in the snare of the sword, 
thinking to slay his neighbours, the villain! I will 
hence, to see him fall dead; for the sight of a foe 
being slain and paying the penalty of his misdeeds 
affords pleasurable feelings. Exit Amphitryon. 

Ch. (i) Evil has changed sides; he who was erst a 
mighty king is now turning his life backward into 
the road to Hades. 

(2) Hail to thee! Justice and heavenly retribu- 
tion. 

(3) At last hast thou reached the goal where thy 
death will pay the forfeit, 

(4) For thy insults against thy betters. 

(5) Joy makes my tears burst forth. 

(6) There is come a retribution, which the prince 
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of the land never once thought in his heart would 
happen. 

(7) Come, old friends, let us look within to see if 
one we know has met the fiue I hope. 

Ly. {Within) Ah me! ah me! 

Ch. (8) Ha! how sweet to hear tliat opening note 
of his within the house; death is not far off him 
now. 

(9) Hark! the prince cries out in his agony; that 
preludes death. 

Ly. (Within) O kingdom of Cadmus, by treachery 
I am perishing! 

Ch. (10) Thou wert thyself for making others 
perish; endure thy retribution; ’tis only the penalty 
of thy own deeds thou art paying. 

(11) Who was he, weak son of man, that aimed 
his silly saying at the blessed g(xls tif heaven with 
impious blasphemy, maintaining that they arc weak- 
lings after all ? 

(12) Old friends, our gcxlless foe is now no more. 

(13) The house is still; lei us to our dancing. 

(14) Yea, for fortune smiles upon my liiends as I 
desire. 

Dances and banquets now prevail throughout the 
holy town of Thebes. For release from tears and 
respite from sorrow give birth to song. 'I'he upstart 
king is dead and gone; our former monarch now is 
prince, having made his way even from the bourn 
of Acheron. I lope beyond all expectation is fulfilled. 
To heed the right and wrong is heaven’s care. ’'I'ls 
their gold and their good luck that lead men’s hearts 
astray, bringing in their train unholy tyranny. For 
no man ever had the courage to reflect what re- 
verses time might bring; but, disregarding law to 
gratify lawlessness, he shatters in gloom the car of 
happiness. Deck thee with garlands, O Ismcnusl 
break forth into dancing, ye paved streets of our 
seven-gated city! come Dircc, fount ot waters fair; 
and joined with her ye daughters of Asopus, come 
from your father’s waves to add your maiden voices 
to our hymn, the victor’s prize that Heracles hath 
won. O Pythian rock, with forests crowned, and 
haunts of the Muses on Helicon! make my city and 
her walls re-echo with cries of joy; where sprang the 
earth-born crop to view', a warrior-host with shields 
of brass, who arc handing on their realm to chil- 
dren’s children, a light divine to Thebes. All hail 
the marriage! wherein two bridegrooms shared; the 
one, a mortal; the other, Zeus, who came to wed 
the maiden sprung from Perseus; for that marriage 
of thine, O Zeus, in days gone by has been proved 
to me a true story beyond all expectation; and time 
hath shown the lustre of Heracles’ prow'css, who 
emerged from caverns ’neath the earth after leaving 
Pluto’s halls below. To me art thou a worthier lord 
than that base-born king, who now lets it be plainly 
seen in this struggle ’twixt armed w'arriors, whether 
justice still finds favour in heaven. 

(The forms of madness and iris appear above the 
palace) Ha! see there, my old comrades! is the same 
wild panic fallen on us all, what phantom is this I 
see hovering o’er the house? Fly, fly, bestir thy 
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calamity from mel 

Iris, Courage, old men! she, whom you see, is 
Madness, daughter of night, and I am Iris, the hand- 
maid of the g^s. We have not come to do your city 
any hurt, but against the house of one man only is 
our warfare, even against him whom they call the 
son of Zeus and Alcmena. For until he had finished 
all his grievous toils. Destiny was preserving him, 
nor would father Zeus ever suffer me or Hera to 
harm him. But now that he hath accomplished the 
labours of Eurystheus, Hera is minded to brand 
him with the guilt of shedding kindred blood by 
slaying his own children, and I am one with her. 
Come then, maid unwed, child of murky Night, 
harden thy heart relentlessly, send forth frenzy up- 
on him, confound his mind even to the slaying of 
his children, drive him, goad him wildly on his mad 
career, shake out the sails of death, that when he 
has sent o’er Acheron’s ferry that fair group of chil- 
dren by his own murderous hand, he may learn to 
know how fiercely against him the wrath of Hera 
burns and may also experience mine; otherwise, if 
he escape punishment, the gods will become as 
naught, while man’s power will grow. 

Madness. Of noble parents was I born, the daugh- 
ter of Night, sprung from the blood of Uranus; and 
these prerogatives I hold, not to use them in anger 
against friends, nor have I any joy in visiting the 
homes of men; and fain would I counsel Hera, be- 
fore I see her make a mistake, and thee too, if ye will 
hearken to my words. This man, against whose 
house thou art sending me, has made himself a name 
alike in heaven and earth; for, after taming path- 
less wilds and raging sea, he by his single might 
raised up again the honours of the gods when sink- 
ing before man’s impiety; wherefore I counsel thee, 
do not wish him dire mishaps. 

Ir. Spare us thy advice on Hera’s and my 
schemes. 

Ma. I seek to turn thy steps into the best path 
instead of into this bad one. 

Ir. ’Twas not to practise self-control that the wife 
of Zeus sent thee hither. 

Ma. I call the sun-god to witness that herein I am 
acting against my will; but if indeed I must forth- 
with serve thee and Hera and follow you in full cry 
as hounds follow the huntsman, why go I will; nor 
shall ocean with its moaning waves, nor the earth- 
quake, nor the thunderbolt with blast of agony be 
half so furious as the headlong rush I will make into 
the breast of Heracles; through his roof will I burst 
my way and swoop upon his house, after first slay- 
ing his children; nor shall their murderer know that 
he is killing his own-begotten babes, till he is re- 
leased from my madness. Behold him! see how even 
now he is wildly tossing his head at the outset, and 
rolling his eyes fiercely from side to side without a 
word; nor can he control his panting breath; but 
like a bull in act to charge, he bellows fearfully, call- 
ing on the goddesses of nether hell. Soon will I rouse 
thee to yet wilder dancing and sound a note of 
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terror in thine ear. Soar away, O Iris, to Olvmpus 
on thy honoured course; while I unseen will steal 
into the halls of Heracles. 

Exeunt iris and madness. 

Ch. Alas! alas! lament, O city; the son of Zeus, 
thy fairest bloom, is being cut down. 

(1) Woe is thee, Hellas! that wilt cast from thee 
thy benefactor, and destroy him as he madly, wildly 
dances where no pipe is heard. 

(2) She is mounted on her car, the queen of sor- 
row and sighing, and is goading on her steeds, as if 
for outrage, the Gorgon child of night, with hun- 
dred hissing serpent-heads. Madness of the flashing 
eyes. 

(3) Soon hath the god changed his good fortune; 
soon will his children breathe their last, slain by a 
father’s hand. 

(4) Ah me! alas! soon will vengeance, mad, relent- 
less, lay low‘by a cruel death thy unhappy' son, O 
Zeus, exacting a full penalty. 

(5) Alas, O house! the fiend begins her dtnee of 
death without the cymbal’s crash, with no gla\l wav- 
ing of the wine-god’s staff. 

(6) Woe to these halls! toward bloodshdtd she 
moves and not to pour libations of the juice qf the 
grape. 

(7) O children, haste to fly; that is the chant of 
death her piping plays. 

(8) Ah, yes! he is chasing the children. Never, ah! 
never will Madness lead her revel rout in vain, 

(9) Ah misery! 

(10) Ah me! how I lament that aged sire, that 
mother too that bore his babes in vain, 

(11) Look! look! 

(12) A tempest rocks the house; the roof is falling 
with it. 

(13) Oh! what art thou doing, son of Zeus? 

(14) Thou art sending hell’s confusion against thy 
house, as erst did Pallas on Enceladus. 

Enter messenger. 

Messenger. Ye hoary men of eld! 

Ch. Why, oh! why this loud address to me? 

Mes. Awful is the sight within! 

Ch, No need for me to call another to announce 
that. 

Mes. Dead lie the children. 

Ch, Alas! 

Mes. Ah weep! for here is cause for weeping. 

Ch. A cruel murder, wrought by parents’ hands! 

Mes. No words can utter more than we have suf- 
fered. 

Ch. What, canst thou prove this piteous mischief 
was a father’s outrage on his children? Tell me how 
these heavensent woes came rushing on the house; 
say how the children met their sad mischance. 

Mes. Victims to purify the house were stationed 
before the altar of Zeus, for Heracles bad slain and 
cast from his halls the king of the land. There stood 
his group of lovely children, with his sire and Me- 
gara; and already the basket was being passed round 
the altar, and we were keeping holy silence. But 
just as Alcmena’s son was bringing the torch in his 
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right hand to dip it in the holy water.i he stopped 
without a word. And as their father lingered, his 
children looked at him; and lo! he was changed; his 
eyes were rolling; he was quite distraught; his eye- 
balls were bloodshot and starting from their sockets, 
and foam was oozing down his bearded cheek. Anon 
he spoke, laughing the while a madman’s laugh, 
“Father, why should I sacrifice before I have slain 
Eurystheus, why kindle the purifying flame and 
have the toil twice over, when I might at one stroke 
so fairly end it all ? Soon as 1 have brought the head 
of Eurystheus hither, I will cleanse my hands for 
those already slain. Spill the water, cast the baskets 
from your hands. Ho! give me now my bow and 
club! To famed Mycenae will I go; crow-bars and 
pick-axes must I take, for I will heave from their 
very base with iron levers those city-walls which 
the Cyclopes squared with red plumbline and ma- 
son’s tools.” 

Then he set out, and though he had no chariot 
there, he thought he had, and was for mounting to 
its seat, and using a goad as though his fingers really 
held one. A twofold feeling filled his servants’ breasts, 
half amusement, and half fear; and one looking to 
his neighbour said, “Is our master making sport for 
us, or is he mad ?” But he the while was pacing to 
and fro in his house; and, rushing into the men’s 
chamber, he thought he had reached the city of 
Nisiis,* albeit he had gone into his own halls. So he 
threw himself upon the floor, as if he were there, 
and made ready to feast. But after waiting a brief 
space he began saying he was on his way to the 
plains amid the valleys of the Isthmus; and then strip- 
ping himself of his mantle, he fell to competing with 
an imaginary rival, o’er whom he proclaimed himself 
victor with his own voice, calling on imaginary spec- 
tators to listen. Next, fancy carrying him to My- 
cenae, he was uttering fearful threats against Eurys- 
theus, Meantime his father caught him by his stal- 
wart arm, and thus addressed him, “My son, what 
meanest thou hereby ? What strange doings arc 
these ? Can it be that the blood of thy late victims 
has driven thee frantic ?” But he, supposing it was 
the father of Eurystheus striving in abject supplica- 
tion to touch his hand, thrust him aside, and then 
against his own children aimed his bow and made 
ready his quiver, thinking to slay the sons of Eurys- 
theus. And they in wild affright darted hither and 
thither, one to his hapless mother’s skirts, another 
to the shadow of a pillar, while a third cowered 
*ncath the altar like a bird. Then cried their mother, 
“O father, what art thou doing? dost mean to slay 
thy children?” Likewise his aged sire and all the 
gathered servants cried aloud. But he, hunting the 
child round and round the column, in dreadful circles, 
and coming face to face with him shot him to the 
heart; and he fell upon his back, sprinkling the 
tone pillars with blood as he gasped out his life. 

*A lighted brand from the altar was dipped in the holy 
vatcr, and those present were sprinkled with it. 

*Megara. 
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Then did Heracles shout for joy and boasted loud, 
“Here lies one of Eurystheus’ brood dead at my 
feet, atoning for his father’s hate.” Against a second 
did he aim his bow, who had crouched at the altar's 
foot thinking to escape unseen. But ere he fired, the 
poor child threw himself at his father’s knees, and, 
flinging his hand to reach his beard or neck, cried, 
“Oh! slay me not, dear father mine! I am thy child, 
thine own; ’tis no son of Eurystheus thou wilt slay.” 

But that other, with savage Gorgon-scowl, as the 
child now stood in range of his baleful archery, 
smote him on the head, as smites a smith his molten 
iron, bringing down his club upon the fair-haired 
boy, and crushed the bones. The second caught, 
away he hies to add a third victim to the other 
twain. But ere he could, the poor mother caught up 
her babe and carried him within the house and shut 
the doors; forthwith the madman, as though he 
really were at the Cyclopean walls, prizes open the 
doors with levers, and, hurling down their posts, 
with one fell shaft laid low his wife and child. Then 
in wild career he starts to slay his aged sire; but lol 
there came a phantom — so it seemed to us on-look- 
ers— of Pallas, with plumed helm, brandishing a 
spear; and she hurled a rock against the breast of 
Heracles, which stayed him from his frenzied thirst 
for blood and plunged iiim into sleep; to the ground 
he fell, smiting his back against a column that had 
fallen on the floor in twain when the roof fell in. 
Thereon we rallied from our flight, and with the 
old man’s aid bound him fast with knotted cortis to 
the pillar, that on his awakening he might do no 
further mischief. So there he sleeps, poor wretch! 
a sleep that is not blest, having murdered wife and 
children; nay, for my part I know not any son of 
man more miserable than he. £;r;> messenger. 

Ch. That murder wrought by the daughters of 
Danaus, whereof my native Argos wots, was former- 
ly the most famous and notorious in Hellas; but this 
hath surpassed and outdone those previous horrors. 
I could tell of the murder of that poor son of Zeus, 
whom Procne, mother of an only child, slew and 
offered to the Muses; but thou hadst three children, 
wretched parent, and all of them hast thou in thy 
frenzy slain. What groans or wails what funeral 
dirge, or chant of death am I to raise ? Alas and woe! 
see, the bolted doors of the lofty palace are being 
rolled apart. Ah me! behold these children lying 
dead before their wretched father, who is sunk in 
awful slumber after shedding their blood. Round 
him are bonds and cords, made fast with many a 
knot about the body of Heracles, and lashed to the 
stone columns of his house. While he, the aged sire, 
like mother-bird wailing her unfledged brood, comes 
hasting hither with halting steps on his bitter jour- 
ney. 

The palace doors opening disclose heracles lying 
asleep, bound to a shattered column. 

Am, Softly, softly! ye aged sons of Thebes, let 
him sleep on and forget his sorrows. 

Ch. For thee, old friend, I weep and mourn, for 
the children too and that victorious chief. 
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Am, Stand further off, make no noise nor outcry, 
rouse him not from his calm deep slumber. 

Ch. O horrible! all this blood — 

Am. Hush, hush! ye will be my ruin. 

Ch. That he has spilt is rising up against him. 

Am. Gently raise your dirge of woe, old friends; 
lest he wake, and, bursting his bonds, destroy the 
city, rend his sire, and dash his house to pieces. 

Ch. I cannot possibly speak lower. 

Am. Hush! let me note his breathing; come, let 
me put my ear close. 

Ch. Is he sleeping ? 

Am. Aye, that is he, a deathly sleep, having slain 
wife and children with the arrows of his twanging 
bow. 

Ch. Ah! mourn— 

Am. Indeed I do. 

Ch. The children’s death; 

Am. Ah me! 

Ch. And thy own son’s doom. 

Am. Ah misery! 

Ch. Old friend— 

Am. Hush! hush! he is turning over, he is wak- 
ing! Oh! let me hide myself beneath the covert of 
yon roof. 

Ch. Courage! darkness still broods o’er thy son’s 
eye. 

Am. Oh! beware; ’tis not that 1 shrink from leav- 
ing the light after my miseries, poor wretch! but 
should he slay me that am his father, then will he be 
devising mischief on mischief, and to the avenging 
curse will add a parent’s blood. 

Ch. Well for thee hadst thou died in tliat day, 
when, to win thy wife, thou didst go forth to exact 
vengeance for her slain brethren by sacking the 
Taphians’ sea-beat town. 

Am. Fly, fly, my aged friends, haste from before 
the palace, escape his waking fury ! For soon will he 
heap up fresh carnage on the old, ranging wildly 
once more through the streets of Thebes. 

Ch. O Zeus, why hast thou shown such savage 
hate against thine own son and plunged him in this 
sea of troubles ? 

He. {Waling) Aha! my breath returns; I am alive; 
and my eyes resume their function, opening on the 
sky and earth and yon sun’s darting beam; but how 
my senses reel! in what strange turmoil am I plunged! 
my fevered breath in quick spasmodic gasps escapes 
my lungs. How now? why am I lying here, made 
fast with cables like a ship, my brawny chest and 
arms tied to a shattered piece of masonry, with 
corpses for my neighbours; while o’er the floor my 
bow and arrows are scattered, that erst like trusty 
squires to my arm both kept me safe and were kept 
safe of me ? Surely I am not come a second time to 
Hades* halls, having just returned from thence for 
Eurystheus? No, I do not see Sisyphus with his 
stone, or Pluto, or his queen. Demeter’s child. Sure- 
ly I am distraught; I cannot remember where I am. 
Ho, there! which of my friends is near or far to help 
me in my perplexity ? For I have no clear knowledge 
of things once familiar. 


Am. My aged friends, shall I approach the scene 
of my sorrow ? 

Ch. Yes, and let me go with thee, nor desert thee 
in thy trouble. 

He. Father, why dost thou weep and veil thy 
eyes, standing aloof from thy beloved son ? 

Am. My child! mine still, for all thy misery. 

He. Why, what is there so sad in my case that 
thou dost weep ? 

Am. That which might make any of the gods 
weep, were he to suffer so. 

He. A bold assertion that, but thou art not yet 
explaining what has happened. 

Am. Thine own eyes see that, if by this time thou 
art restored to thy senses. 

He. Fill in thy sketch if any change awaits my 
life. 

Am. I will explain, if thou art no longer Imad as 
a fiend of hell. 

He. God help us! what suspicions these dark hints 
of thine again excite! \ 

Am. I am still doubtful whether thou art In thy 
sober senses. 

He. I never remember being mad. 

Am. Am I to loose my son, old friends, or what? 

He. Loose and say who bound me; for 1 feel shame 
at this. 

Am. Rest content with what thou knowest of thy 
woes; the rest forego. 

He. Enough! I have no w'ish to probe thy silence. 

Am. O Zeus, dost thou behold these deeds pro- 
ceeding from the throne of Hera ? 

He. What! have I suffered something from her 
enmity? 

Am. A truce to the goddess! attend to thy own 
troubles. 

He. I am undone; what mischance wilt thou un- 
fold? 

Am. See here the corpses of thy children. 

He. O horror! what hideous sight is here? ah me! 

Am. My son, against thy children hast thou waged 
unnatural war. 

He. War! what meanst thou? who killed these? 

Am. Thou and thy bow and some god, whoso he 
be that is to blame. 

He. What sayst thou? what have I done? speak, 
father, thou messenger of evil. 

Am. Thou wert distraught; ’tis a sad explanation 
thou art asking. 

He. Was it 1 that slew my wife also? 

Am. Thy own unaided arm hath done all this. 

He. Ah, woe is me! a cloud of sorrow wraps me 
round. 

Am. The reason this that I lament thy fate. 

He. Did I dash my house to pieces or incite others 
thereto. 

Am. Naught know I save this, that thou art ut- 
terly undone. 

He. Where did my frenzy seize me? where did it 
destroy me? 

Am. In the moment thou wert purifying thyself 
with Are at the altar. 
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He. Ah me! why do I spare my own life when I 
have taken that of my dear children ? Shall I not 
hasten to leap from some sheer rock, or aim the 
sword against my heart and avenge my children’s 
blood, or burn my body in the fire and so avert 
from my life the infamy which now awaits me? 

But hither I see Theseus coming to check my 
deadly counsels, my kinsman and friend. Now shall 
I stand revealed, and the dearest of my friends will 
see the pollution I have incurred by my children’s 
murder. Ah, woe is me! what am I to do? Where 
can I find release from my sorrows? shall I take 
wings or plunge beneath the earth ? Come, let me 
veil my head in darkness; for 1 am ashamed of the 
evil I have done, and, since for these I have incurred 
fresh blood'guiltiness, I would fain not harm the 
innocent. 

Enter Tiiusi-us. 

Theseus. I am come, and others with me, young 
warriors from the land of Athens, encamped at 
present by the streams of Asopiis, to help thy son, 
old friend. For a rumour reached the city of the 
Erechthidae, that Lycus had usurped the sceptre of 
this land and was become your enemy e\ cn to bat- 
tle. Wherefore T came making recompense for the 
former kindness of Heracles in saving me from the 
world below, if haply yc have any need of such aid 
as I or my allies can give, old pnince. 

Ha! what means this heap of dead upon the floor? 
Surely I have not delayed too long and come too 
late to check a revolution? Who slew these chil- 
dren? whose wife is this I see? Boys do not go to 
battle; nay, it must be some other strange mis- 
chance I here discover. 

Am. O king, whose home is that olive-clad hill! 

Th. Why this piteous prelude in addressing me? 

Am. Heaven has afflicted us with grievous suffer- 
ing. 

Th. Whose be these children, o’er whom thou 
wee pest ? 

Am. My own son’s children, woe is him! their 
father and butcher both was he, hardening his heart 
to the bloody deed. 

Th. Hush! good words only! 

Am. I would I could obey! 

Th. What dreadful words! 

Am. F'ortune has spread her wings, and we are 
ruined, ruined. 

Th. What meanest thou? what hath he done? 

Am. Slain them in a wild fit of frenzy with ar- 
rows dipped in the venom of the hundred-headed 
hydra. 

Th. This is Hera’s work; but who lies there among 
the dead, old man ? 

Am. My son, my own enduring son, that marched 
with gods to Phlegra’s plain, there to battle with 
giants and slay them, warrior that he was. 

Th. Ah, woe for him! whose fortune was e’er so 
curst as his ? 

Am. Never wilt thou find another that hath 
borne a larger share of suffering or been more fatally 
deceived. 
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Th. Why doth he veil his head, poor wretch, in 
his robe? 

Am. He is ashamed to meet thine eye; his kins- 
man’s kind intent and his children’s blood make 
him abashed. 

Th. But I come to sympathize; uncover him. 

Am. My son, remove that mantle from thine 
eyes, throw it from thee, show thy face unto the 
sun; a counterpoise to weeping is battling for the 
mastery. In suppliant wise I entreat thee, as I grasp 
thy beard, thy knees, thy hands, and let tall the 
tear from my old eyes. C) mv child! restrain thy 
savage lion- like temper, for thou art rushing forth 
on an unholy couise of bloodshed, eager to join 
mischief to mischief. 

Th. What ho! 7 'o thee I call who art huddled 
there in thy misery, show to ihv friends thy face; 
for no daikness is black enough to hide thy sad mis- 
chance. Why dost thou wase thy hand at me, sig- 
iifying minder? is it that 1 may not be polluted by 
speaking with thcc? If I share thv misfortune, what 
is that to me? For il I too had luck in davs gone bv, 
1 must refer it to the time when thou didst bring 
me safe from the dead to the light of life. I hate a 
friend whose gratitude grows old; one who is ready 
to enjoy his friends’ prosperity but unwilling to sail 
in the same ship with them when their fortune lours. 
Arise, unveil thy head, poor wretch! and look on 
me. I'he gallant soul endures without a word such 
blow’s as heaven deals. 

He. 0 Theseus, didst thou witness this struggle 
with my children? 

Th. I heard of it, and now I see the horrors thou 
meanest. 

He. Why then hast thou unveiled my head to 
the sun ? 

Th. Why have I? Thou, a man, canst not pollute 
what is of Gixl. 

He. Fly, luckless wretch, from my unholy 
taint. 

Th. The avenging fiend goes not forth from 
friend to friend. 

He. For this I thank thee; I do not regret the 
service I did thee. 

Th. While 1 , for kindness then received, now 
show my pity for thee. 

He. Ah yes! I am a piteous object, a murderer of 
my own sons. 

Th. I weep for thee in thy changed fortunes. 

He. Didst ever find another more afflicted? 

Th. Thy misfortunes reach from earth to heaven. 

He. Therefore am I resolved on death. 

Th. Dost thou suppose the gods attend to these 
thy threats? 

He. Remorseless hath heaven been to me; so I 
will prove the like to it. 

Th. Hush! lest thy presumption add to thy sufFer- 
ings. 

He, My barque is freighted full with sorrow; 
there is no room to stow aught further, 

Th. What wilt thou do? whither is thy fury drift- 
ing thee? 
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He, I will die and return to that world below 
whence I have just come. 

Th, Such language is fit for any common fellow. 

He. Ah! thine is the advice of one outside sor- 
row’s pale. 

Th. Are these indeed the words of Heracles, the 
much-enduring ? 

He, Never so much as this though. Endurance 
must have a limit. 

Th, Is this man’s benefactor, his chiefest friend? 

He, Man brings no help to me; no! Hera has her 
way. 

Th. Never will Hellas suifer thee to die through 
sheer perversity. 

He. Hear me a moment, that I may enter the lists 
with arguments in answer to thy admonitions; and 
I will unfold to thee why life now as well as formerly 
has been unbearable to me. First I am the son of a 
man who incurred the guilt of blood, before he 
married my mother Alcmena, by slaying her aged 
sire. Now when the foundation is badly laid at 
birth, needs must the race be cursed with woe; and 
Zeus, whoever this Zeus may be, begot me as a butt 
for Hera’s hate; yet be not thou vexed thereat, old 
man; for thee rather than Zeus do I regard as my 
father. Then whilst I was yet being suckled, that 
bride of Zeus did foist into my cradle fearsome 
snakes to compass my death. After I was grown to 
man’s estate, of all the toils I then endured what 
need to tell? of all the lions, Typhons triple-bodied, 
and giants that I slew; or of the battle I won against 
the hosts of four-legged Centaurs? or how when I 
had killed the hydra, that monster with a ring of 
heads with power to grow again, 1 passed through 
countless other toils besides and came unto the dead 
to fetch to the light at the bidding of Eurystheus 
the three-headed hound, hell’s porter. Last, ah, woe 
is me! have I perpetrated this bloody deed to crown 
the sorrows of my house with my children’s mur- 
der. To this sore strait am I come; no longer may I 
dwell in Thebes, the city that I love; for suppose I 
stay, to what temple or gathering of friends shall I 
repair? For mine is no curse that invites address. 
Shall I go to Argos? how can I, when I am an exile 
from my country ? Well, is there a single other city 
I can fly to? And if there were, am I to be looked 
at askance as a marked man, branded by cruel stab- 
bing tongues, “Is not this the son of Zeus that once 
murdered wife and children ? Plague take him from 
the land!’* 

Now to one who was erst called happy, such 
changes arc a grievous thing; though he who is al- 
ways unfortunate feels no such pain, for sorrow is 
his birthright. This, methinks, is the piteous pass I 
shall one day come to; earth, for instance, will cry 
out forbidding me to touch her, the sea and the 
river-springs will refuse me a crossing, and I shall 
become like Ixion who revolves in chains upon that 
wheel. Wherefore this is best, that henceforth I be 
seen by none of the Hellenes, amongst whom in 
happier days I lived in bliss. What right have I to 
liver what profit can I have in the possession of a 
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useless, impious life? So let that noble wife of Zeus 
break forth in dancing, beating with buskined foot 
on heaven’s bright floor; for now hath she worked 
her heart’s desire in utterly confounding the chief- 
est of Hellas* sons. Who would pray to such a god- 
dess? Her jealousy of Zeus for his love of a woman 
hath destroyed the benefactors of Hellas, guiltless 
though they were. 

Ch. This is the work of none other of the gods 
than the wife of Zeus; thou art right in that surmise. 

Th 1 rather than to go on suffering. There 

is not a man alive that hath wholly ’scaped misfor- 
tune’s taint, nor any god either, if what poets sing 
is true. Have they not intermarried in ways that 
law forbids? Have they not thrown fathers into ig- 
nominious chains to gain the sovereign power ? Still 
they inhabit Olympus and brave the issue of their 
crimes. And yet what shalt thou say in thy djcfcncc, 
if thou, a child of man, dost kick against th^ricks 
of fate, while they do not ? Nay, then, leave Thebes 
in compliance with the law, and come with me to 
the city of Pallas. There, when I have purified thee 
of thy pollution, will I give thee temples and the 
half of all 1 have. Yea, I will give thee all those 
presents I received from the citizens for saving their 
children, seven sons and daughters seven, in the 
day I slew the bull of Octe; for I have plots of land 
assigned me throughout the country; these shall 
henceforth be called after thee by men, whilst thou 
livest; and at thy death, when thou art gone to 
Hades’ halls, the city of Athens shall unite in exalt- 
ing thy honour with sacrifices and a monument of 
stone. For ’tis a noble crown for citizens to win from 
Hellas, even a reputation fair, by helping a man of 
worth. This is the return that I will make thee for 
saving me, for now art thou in need of friends. But 
when heaven delights to honour a man, he has no 
need of friends; for the god’s aid, when he chooses 
to give it, is enough. 

He. Tush! this is quite beside the question of my 
troubles. For my part, I do not believe that the 
gods indulge in unholy unions; and as for putting 
fetters on parents’ hands, I have never thought that 
worthy of credit, nor will I now be so persuaded, 
nor again that one god is naturally lord and master 
of another. For the deity, if he be really such, has 
no wants; these are miserable fictions of the poets. 
But I, for all my piteous plight, reflected whether I 
should let myself be branded as a coward for giving 
up my life. For whoso schooleth not his frail mortd 
nature to bear fate’s buffets as he ought, will never 
be able to withstand even a man’s weapon. I will 
harden my heart against death and seek thy city, 
with grateful thanks for all thou offerest me. 

Of countless troubles have I tasted, God knows, 
but never yet did I faint at any or shed a single tear; 
nay, nor ever dreamt that I should come to this, to 
let the tear-drop fall. But now, it seems, I must be 
fortune’s slave. Well, let it pass; old father mine, 
thou seest me go forth to exile, and in me beholdest 
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my own children’s murderer. Give them burial, and 
lay them out in death with the tribute of a tear, for 
the law forbids my doing so. Rest their heads upon 
their mother’s bosom and fold them in her arms, 
sad pledges of our union, whom I, alas! unwittingly 
did slay. And when thou hast buried these dead, 
live on here still, in bitterness maybe, but still con- 
strain thy soul to share my sorrows. O children! he 
who begat you, your own father, hath been your 
destroyer, and ye have had no profit of my triumphs, 
all my restless toil to win you a fair name in life, a 
glorious guerdon from a sire. Thee too, unhappy 
wife, this hand hath slain, a poor return to make 
thee for preserving mine honour so safe, for all the 
weary watch thou long hast kept within my house. 
Alas for you, my wife, my sons! and woe for me, 
how sad my lot, cut off from wife and child! Ah! 
these kisses, bitter-sweet! these weapons which *tis 
pain to own! I am not sure whether to keep or let 
them go; dangling at my side they thus will say» 
“With us didst thou destroy children and wife; we 
arc thy children’s slayers, and thou kcepest us.” 
Shall I carry them after that? what answer can I 
make? Yet, am 1 to strip me of these weapons, the 
comrades of my glorious career in Hellas, and put 
myself thereby in the power of my foes, to die a 
death of shame? No! I must not let them go, but 
keep them, though it grieve me. In one thing, The- 
seus, help my misery; come to Argos with me and 
aid in settling my reward for bringing Cerberus 
thither; lest, if I go all alone, my sorrow for my 
sons do me some hurt. 

O land of Cadmus, and all ye folk of Thebes! cut 
off your hair, and mourn with me; go to my chil- 
dren’s burial, and with united dirge lament alike 
the dead and me; for on all of us hath Hera inflicted 
the same cruel blow of destruction. 

TL Rise, unhappy man! thou hast had thy fill of 
tears. 

He. I cannot rise; my limbs are rooted here. 

Th. Yea, even the strong are o’erthrown by mis- 
fortunes. 

He. Ah! would I could grow into a stone upon 
this spot, oblivious of trouble! 

Th. Peace! give thy hand to a friend and helper. 

He. Nay, let me not wipe off the blood upon thy 
robe. 

Th, Wipe it off and spare not; I will not say thee 
nay. 
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He, Reft of my own sons, I find thee as a son 
to me. 

Th. Throw thy arm about my neck; I will be thy 
guide. 

He. A pair of friends in sooth arc we, but one a 
man of sorrows. Ah! aged sire, this is the kind of 
man to make a friend. 

Am. Blest in her sons, the country that gave him 
birth! 

He. O Theseus, turn me back again to see my 
babes. 

Th. What charm dost think to find in this to 
soothe thy soul ? 

He. I long to do so, and would fain embrace my sire. 

Am. Here am I, my son; thy wish is no less dear 
to me. 

Th. Hast thou so short a memory for thy troubles ? 

He. All that I endured of yore was easier to bear 
than this. 

Th. If men sec thee play the woman, they will 
scoff. 

He. Have I by living grown so abject in thy sight ? 
’twas not so once, methinks. 

Th. Aye, too much so; for how dost show thyself 
the glorious Heracles of yore ? 

He. What about thyself? what kind of hero wert 
thou when in trouble in the world below ? 

Th. I was worse than anyone as far as courage 
went. 

He. How then canst thou say of me, that I am 
abased by my troubles? 

Th. Forward! 

He. Farewell, my aged sire! 

Am. Farewell to thee, my son! 

He. Bury my children as I said. 

Am. But who will bury me, my son? 

He. I will. 

Am. When wilt thou come? 

He. After thou hast buried my children. 

Am. How? 

He. I will fetch thee from Thebes to Athens. But 
carry my children within, a grievous burden to the 
earth. And I, after ruining my house by deeds of 
shame, will follow in the wake of Theseus, a total 
wreck. Whoso prefers wealth or might to the pos- 
session of good friends, thinketh amiss. 

Ch. With grief and many a bitter tear wc go our 
way, robbed of all we prized most dearly. 

Exeunt omnes. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


JOCASTA 
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Antigone 

Chorus of Phcenician 
Maidens 
POLYNICES 


Eteocles 
Creon 
Teiresias 
Menceceus 
First Messenger 
Second Messenger 


QIdipus 


Before the royal palace at Thebes. Ew/^jocasta. 

Jocasta. O sun-god, who cleavcst ihy way along 
the starry sky, mounted on golden-studdcd car, roll- 
ing on thy path of flame behind fleet coursers, how 
curst the beam thou didst shed on Thebes, the day 
that Cadmus left Phoenicia’s realm beside the sea 
and reached this land! He it was that in days long 
gone wedded Harmonia, the daughter of Cypris, 
and begat Polydore from whom they say sprung 
Labdacus, and Laius from him. I am known as the 
daughter of Mcnoeceus, and Creon is my brother 
by the same mother. Men call me Jocasta, for so my 
father named me, and I am married to Laius. Now 
when he was still childless after being wedded to me 
a long time, he went and questioned Phoebus, crav- 
ing moreover that our love might be crowned with 
sons born to his house. But the god said, “King of 
Thebes for horses famed! seek not to beget children 
against the will of heaven; for if thou beget a son, 
that child shall slay thee, and all thy house shall 
wade through blood.” But he, yielding to his lust 
in a drunken fit, begat a son of me, and when his 
babe was born, conscious of his sin and of the god’s 
warning, he gave the child to shepherds to expose in 
Hera’s meadow on mount Cithaeron, after piercing 
his ankles with iron spikes; whence it was that Hel- 
las named him Oedipus. But the keepers of the horses 
of Poly bus finding him took him home and laid him 
in the arms of their mistress. So she suckled the child 
that I had borne and persuaded her husband she was 
its mother. Soon as my son was grown to man’s es- 
tate, the tawny beard upon his cheek, either be- 
cause he had guessed the fraud or learnt if from an- 
other, he set out for the shrine of Phoebus, eager to 
know for certain who his parents were; and like- 
wise Laius, my husband, was on his way thither, 
anxious to find out if the child he had exposed was 
dead. And they twain met where the branching 
roads to Phocis unite; and the charioteer of Laius 
called to him, “Out of the way, stranger, room for 
my lord!” But he, with never a word, strode on in 
his pride; and the horses with their hoofs drew blood 
from the tendons of his feet. Then— but why need 


I tell aught beyond the sad issue ?— son slevir father, 
and taking his chariot gave it to Polybus hi^ foster- 
father. Now when the Sphinx was grievously; harry- 
ing our city after my husband’s death, my brother 
Creon proclaimed that he would wed me to any who 
should guess the riddle of that crafty maiden. By 
same strange chance, my own son, Oedipus guessed 
the Sphinx’s riddle, and so he became king of this 
land and received its sceptre as his prize, and 
married his mother, all unwitting, luckless wretch! 
nor did I his mother know that I was wedded to my 
son; and I bore him two sons, Eteocles and the hero 
Polynices, and two daughters as well; the one her 
father called Ismene, the other, which was the elder, 
I named Antigone. Now when CKdipus, that awful 
suflerer, learnt that I, his wedded wife, was his mother 
too, he inflicted a ghastly outrage upon his eyes, 
tearing the bleeding orbs with a golden brooch. But 
since my sons have grown to bearded men, they 
have confined their father closely, that his misfor- 
tune, needing as it did full many a shift to hide it, 
might be forgotten. He is still living in the palace, 
but his misfortunes have so unhinged him that he 
imprecates the most unholy curses on his sons, pray- 
ing that they may have to draw the sword before 
they share this house between them. So they, fearful 
that heaven may accomplish his prayer if they dwell 
together, have made an agreement, arranging that 
Polynices, the younger, should first leave the land 
in voluntary exile, while Eteocles should stay and 
hold the sceptre for a year and then change places. 
But as soon as Eteocles was seated high in power, 
he refused to give up the throne, and drove Poly- 
niccs into exile from the kingdom; so Polynices went 
to Argos and married into the family of Adrastus, 
and having collected a numerous force of Argives 
is leading them hither; and he is come up against 
our seven-gated walls, demanding the sceptre of his 
father and his share in the kingdom. Wherefore I, 
to end their strife, have prevailed on one son to 
meet the other under truce, before appealing to 
arms; and the messenger I sent tells me that he will 
come. O Zeus, whose home is heaven’s radiant vault, 
save us, and grant that my sons may be reconciled! 
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For thou, if thou art really wise, must not suffer the 
same poor mortal to be for ever wretched. 

Exit JOCASTA. 

Enter old retainer and antigone. 

Old Retainer, (From the roof) Antigone, choice 
blossom in a father’s house, although thy mother 
allowed thee at thy earnest entreaty to leave thy 
maiden chamber for the topmost story of the 
house, thence to behold the Argive host, yet stay a 
moment that I may first reconnoitre the path, wheth- 
er there be any of the citizens visible on the road, 
lest reproach, little as it matters to a slave like me, 
fasten on thee, my royal mistress; and when I am 
quite sure I will tell thee everything that I saw and 
heard from the Argives, when I carried the terms 
of the truce to and fro between this city and Poly- 
nices. {After a slight pause) No, there is no citizen 
approaching the palace; so mount the ancient cedar 
steps, and view the plains that skirt ismenus and the 
fount of Dirce to sec the mighty host of focmcn. 

Antigone, Stretch out thy hand to me from the 
stairs, the hand of age to youth, helping me to 
mount. 

O. R, There! clasp it, my young mistress; thou 
art come at a lucky moment, for Pelasgia’s host is 
just upon the move, and their several contingents 
are separating. 

An, O Hecate, dread child of La tonal the plain 
is one blaze of bronze. 

O. R, Ah! this is no ordinary home-coming of 
Polynices; with many a knight and clash of count- 
less arms he comes. 

An. Are the gates fast barred, and the brazen bolts 
shot home into Amphion’s walls of stone ? 

O. R. Never fear! all is safe within the town. But 
mark him who cometh first, if thou wouldst learn 
his name. 

An, Who is that with the white crest, who marches 
in the van, lightly bearing on his arm a buckler all 
of bronze ? 

O. R. A chieftain, lady — 

An. Who is he? whose son? his name? tell me, 
old man. 

O. R. Mycenae claims him for her son; in Lerna’s 
glens he dwells, the prince Hippomedon. 

An. Ah! how proud and terrible his mien! like to 
an earth-born giant he moves, with stars engraved 
upon his targe, resembling not a child of earth. 

O. R. Dost sec yon chieftain crossing Dircc’s 
stream ? 

An. His harness is quite diflFercnt. Who is that ? 

O. R. Tydeus, the son of CEiieus; true i^ltolian 
spirit fires his breast. 

An, Is this he, old man, who wedded a sister of 
the wife of Polynices? What a foreign look his ar- 
mour has! a half-barbarian he! 

O. R, Yes, my child; all /^tolians carry shields, 
and are most unerring marksmen with their darts. 

An, How art thou so sure of these descriptions, 
old man ? 

O. R. I carefully noted the blazons on their shields 
before when I went with the terms of the truce to 
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thy brother; so when I sec them now I know who 
carry them. 

An. Who is that youth passing close to the tomb 
of Zethus, with long flowing hair, but a look of fury 
in his eye? is he a c; [Uain? for crowds of warriors 
follow at his heels. 

O. R. That is Parthcnopxus, Alalanta’s son. 

An. May Artemis, who hies o’er the hills with his 
mother, lay him low with an arrow, for coming 
against my city to sack it! 

O. R. May it be so, my daughter; but with justice 
are they come hither, and my Icar is that the gcKls 
will take the rightful view. 

An. Where is he who was born of the same mother 
as I was by a cruel destiny? Oh! tell me, old friend, 
where Polynices is. 

O. R. He is yonder, ranged next to Adrastus near 
the tomb of Niobe’s seven unwed daughters. Dost 
sec him ? 

An. I sec him, yes! but not distinctly; ’tis but the 
outline of his form, the semblance of his stalwart 
limbs 1 sec. Would I could speed through the sky, 
swift as a cloud before the wind, towards my own 
dear brother, and throw my arms about my dar- 
ling’s neck, so long, poor boy! an exile. How bright 
his golden weapons flash like the sun-god’s morn- 
ing rays! 

O. R. He will soon be here, to fill thy heart with 
joy, according to the truce. 

An. Who is that, old man, on yonder car driving 
snow-white steeds ? 

O. R. That, lady, is the prophet Amphiaraus; 
with him are the victims, whose streaming blood 
the thirsty earth will drink. 

An. Daughter of Latona with the dazzling zone, 
O moon, thou orb of golden light! how quietly, 
with what restraint he drives, goading first one horse, 
then the other! But where is Capancus who utters 
those dreadful threats against this city ? 

O. R. Yonder he is, calculating how he may scale 
the towers, taking the measure of our walls from 
base to summit. 

An. O Nemesis, with booming thunder-peals of 
Zeus and blazing levin-light, thine it is to silence 
such presumptuous boasting. Is this the man, who 
says he will give the maids of Thebes as captives of 
his snear to Mycenae’s dames, to Lerna’s Trident, 
and the waters of Amymone, dear to Poseidon, when 
he has thrown the toils of slavery round them? 
Never, never, Artemis, my queen revered, child of 
Zeus with locks of gold, may I endure the yoke of 
slavery! 

O. R. My daughter, go within, and abide beneath 
the shelter of thy maiden chamber, now that thou 
hast had thy wish and seen all that thy heart de- 
sired ; for I see a crowd of women moving toward 
the royal palace, confusion reigning in the city. Now 
the race of women by nature loves scandal; and if 
they get some slight handle for their gossip they 
exaggerate it, for they seem to take a pleasure in 
saying everything bad of one another. 

Exeunt antigone and old retainer. 
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Enter chorus, hither as a first-fruits of the spoils of war for Phoe- 

Chorus. From the Tyrian main I come, an offer- bus; but when the noble son of (Edipus was about 

ing choice for Loxias from a Phoenician isle, to min- to escort me to the hallowed oracle and the altars of 

ister to Phoebus in his halls, where his fane lies nestling Loxias, came Argives meantime against his city. Now 

*neath the snow-swept peaks of Parnassus; over the tell me in return who thou art that comest to this 

Ionian sea I rowed my course, for above the plains fortress of the Theban realm with its seven gates, 

unharvested, that fringe the coast of Sicily, the Po. My father was Gidipus, the son of Laius; my 
boisterous west-wind coursed, piping sweetest music mother Jocasta, daughter of Menoeceus; and I am 
in the sky. called Polynices by the folk of Thebes. 

Chosen from my city as beauty’s gift for Loxias, Ch. O kinsman of Agenor’s race, my royal mas- 
to the land of Cadmus I came, sent thither to the ters who sent me hither, at thy feet, prince, I throw 
towers of Laius, the home of my kin, the famous myself, according to the custom of my home. At 

sons of Agenor; and there I became the handmaid last art thou come to thy native land; at last! Hail 

of Phoebus, dedicated like his offerings of wrought to thee! all hail! Come forth, my honoured mistress, 

gold. But as yet the water of Castaly is waiting for open wide the doors. Dost hear, O mother of this 

me to bedew the maiden glory of my tresses for the chief? Why art thou delaying to leave the sheltering 
service of Phoebus. roof to fold thy son in thy embrace ? 

Hail! thou rock that kindlest bright fire above * Enter xocast a. 

the twin-peaked heights of Dionysus. Hail! thou Jo. Maidens, I hear you call in your Phoenician 
vine, that, day by day, makest the lush bunches of tongue, and my old feet drag their totterJog steps 

thy grapes to drip. Hail! awful cavern of the serpent, to meet my son. O my son, my son, at l^t after 

and the god’s outlook on the hills, and sacred mount many a long day I see thee face to face; throw thy 

by snow-storms lashed! would I were now circling arms about thy mother’s bosom; reach hither thy 

in the dance of the deathless god, free from wild check to me and thy dark locks of clustering hair, 

alarms, having left Dirce ere this for the vales of o’ershadowing my neck therewith. Hail to thee! all 

Phoebus at the centre of the world! But now I find hail! scarce now restored to thy mother’s arms, when 

the impetuous god of war is come to battle before hope and expectation both were dead. What can I 

these walls, and hath kindled murder’s torch in this say to thee ? how recall in every way, by word, by 

city. God grant he fail! for a friend’s sorrows are deed, the bliss of days long past, expressing my joy 

also mine; and if this land with its seven towers suf- in the mazy measures of the dance? Ah! my son, 

fer any mischance, Phoenicia’s realm must share it. thou didst leave thy father’s halls desolate, when 

Ah me! our stock is one; all children we of lo, that thy brother’s despite drove thee thence in exile, 

horned maid, whose sorrows I partake. Around the Truly thou wert missed alike by thy friends and 

city a dense array of serried shields is rousing the Thebes. This was why I cut off my silvered locks 

spectre of bloody strife, whose issue Ares shall soon and let them fall for grief with many a tear, not 

learn to his cost, if he brings upon the sons of GRdi- clad in robes of white, my son, but instead thereof 
pus the horrors of the curse. O Argos, city of Pelas- taking for my wear these sorry sable tatters; while 

gia! I dread thy prowess and the vengeance Heaven within the palace that aged one with sightless orbs, 

sends; for he who cometh against our home in full ever nursing the sorrow of a double regret for the 
panoply is entering the lists with justice on his side. pair of brethren estranged from their home, rushed 

Enter polynices. to lay hands upon himself with the sword or by the 

Polynices. Those who kept watch and ward at the noose suspended o’er his chamber-roof, moaning his 

gate admitted me so readily within the walls that curses on his sons; and now he buries himself in 

my only fear is, that now they have caught me in darkness, weeping ever and lamenting. And thou, 

their toils, they will not let me out unscathed; so my child— I hear thou hast taken an alien to wife 

I must turn my eye in every direction, hither and and art begetting children to thy joy in thy home; 

thither, to guard against all treachery. Armed with they tell me thou art courting a foreign alliance, a 

this sword, though, 1 shall inspire myself with the ceaseless regret to me thy mother and to Laius thy 

confidence born of boldness. {Starting) What ho! ancestor, to have this woful marriage foisted on us. 

who goes there ? or is it an idle sound 1 fear ? Every- ’Twas no hand of mine that lit for thee the marriage- 

thing seems a danger to venturous spirits, when their torch, as custom ordains and as a happy mother 

feet begin to tread an enemy’s country. Still I trust ought; no part had Ismenus at thy wedding in sup- 

my mother, and at the same time mistrust her for plying the luxurious bath; and there was silence 

persuading me to come hither under truce. W^ell, through the streets of Thebes, what time thy young 

there is help at hand, for the altar’s hearth is close bride entered her home. Curses on them! whether 

and there are people in the palace. Come, let me it be the sword or strife or thy sire that is to blame, 

sheath my sword in its dark scabbard and ask these or heaven’s visitation that hath burst so riotously 

maidens standing near the house, who they arc. upon the house of (Edipus; for on me is come all the 

Ladies of another land, tell me from what country anguish of these troubles, 

ye come to the halls of Hellas. Ch. Wondrous dear to woman is the child of her 

Ch. Phoenicia is my native land where I was born travail, and all her race hath some affection for its 

and bred; and Agenor’s children’s children sent me babes. 
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Po, Mother, I have come amongst enemies wisely Jo. Man’s dearest treasure then, it seems, is fcs 
or foolishly; but all men needs must love their na- country. 

tive land ; whoso saith otherwise is pleased to say so Po. No words of thine could tell how dear, 

but his thoughts are turned elsewhere. So fearful Jo. How was it thou didst go to Argos ? what was 

was I and in such terror, lest my brother might slay thv scheme ? 

me by treachery that I made my way through the Po. I know not; the deity summoned me thither 
city sword in hand, casting my eyes all round me. in accordance with my dcstinv. 

My only hope is the truce and thy plighted word Jo. He doubtless had some wise design; but how 

which induced me to enter my paternal walls; and didst thou win thv wife? 


many a tear I shed by the way, seeing after a weary Po. Loxias had given Adrastus an oracle, 
while my home and the altars of the gods, the train- Jo. What was it? what meanest thou ? I cannot 

ing ground, scene of my childhood, and Dirce’s guess. 

founts from which I was unjustly driven to sojourn Po. That he should wed his daughtcis to a boar 
in a strange city, with tears ever gu.shing from mine and a lion. 

eyes. Yea, and to add to my grief I see thee with Jo. What hadst thou, my son, to do with the 

hair cut short and clad in sable robe; woe is me for name of beasts ? 


my sorrows I 

How terrible, dear mother, is hatred ’twixt those 
once near and dear; how hard it makes all reconcili- 
ation! What doth my aged sire within the house, 
his light all darkness now ? what of my sisters twain ? 
Ah! they, I know, bewail my bitter exile. 

Jo. Some god with fell intent is plaguing the race 
of CEdipus. Thus it all bepn; I broke God’s law and 
bore a son, and in an evil hour married thy father 
and thou wert born. But why repeat these horrors? 
what Heaven sends we have to bear. I am afraid to 


Po. It was night when I reached the porch of Ad- 
rastus. 

Jo. In search of a resting-place, or wandering 
thither in thy exile ? 

Po. Yes, 1 wandered thither; and so did another 
like me. 

Jo. Who was he ? he too it seems was in evil plight. 

Po. TydciLs, son of Q{neus, was his name. 

Jo. But why did Adrastus liken you to wdld 
beasts ? 

Po. Because we came to blow's about our bed. 


ask thee what I fain would, for fear of wounding thy 
feelings; yet 1 long to. 

Po. Nay, question me, leave naught unsaid; for 
thy will, mother, is my pleasure too. 

Jo. Well then, first I ask thee what I long to have 
answered. What means exile from one’s country ? is 
it a great evil ? 

Po. The greatest; harder to bear than tell. 

Jo. What is it like ? what is it galls the exile ? 

Po. One thing most of all; he cannot speak his 
mind. 

Jo. This is a slave’s lot thou describest, to refrain 
from uttering what one thinks. 

Po. The follies of his rulers must he bear. 

Jo. That too is bitter, to join in the folly of fools. 

Po. Yet to gain our ends we must submit against 
our nature. 

Jo. Hope, they say, is the exile’s food. 

Po. Aye, hope that looks so fair; but she is ever 
in the future. 

Jo. But doth not time expose her futility ? 

Po. She hath a certain winsome charm in misfor- 
tune. 

Jo. Whence hadst thou means to live, ere thy 
marriage found it for thee ? 

Po. One while I had enough for the day, and then 
maybe I had it not. 

Jo. Did not thy father’s friends and whilom guests 
assist thee? 

Po. Seek to be prosperous; once let fortune lour, 
and the aid supplied by friends is naught. 

Jo. Did not thy noble breeding exalt thy horn 
for thee? 

Po. Poverty is a curse; breeding would not find 
me food. 


Jo. Was it then that the son of Talaus understood 
the oracle? 

Po. Yes, and he gave to us his daughters twain. 

Jo. Art thou blest or curst in thy marriage? 

Po. As yet I have no fault to find with it. 

Jo. How didst thou persuade an army to follow 
thee hither? 

Po. To me and to Tydciis wdio is my kinsman by 
marriage, Adrastus sware an oath, even to the hus- 
bands of his daughters twain, that he would restore 
us both to our country, me first. So many a chief 
from Argos and Mycena; has joined me, doing me 
a bitter though needful service, for ’tis against my 
own city I am marching. Now 1 call heaven to wit- 
ness, that it is not willingly 1 have raised my arm 
against parents whom I love full well. But to thee, 
mother, it belongs to dissolve this unhappy feud, 
and, by reconciling brothers in love, to end my trou- 
bles and thine and this whole city’s. ’Tis an old- 
world maxim, but I will cite it for all that: “Men 
set most store by wealth, and of all things in this 
world it hath the greatest power.” This am I come 
to secure at the head of my countless host; for good 
birth is naught if poverty go with it. 

Ch. Lo! Eteocles comes hither to discuss the truce. 
Thine the task, O mother Jocasta, to speak such 
words as may reconcile thy sons. 

Enter eteocles. 

Eteocles. Mother, I am here; but it was only to 
pleasure thee I came. What am I to do? Let some 
one begin the conference; for I stopped marshalling 
the citizens in double lines around the walls, that I 
might hear thy arbitration between us; for it is un- 
der this truce that thou hast persuaded me to admit 
this fellow within the walls. 
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Jo, Stay a moment; haste never carries justice 
with it; but slow deliberation oft attains a wise re- 
sult. Restrain the fierceness of thy look, that pant- 
ing rage; for this is not the Gorgon’s severed head 
but thy own brother whom thou scest here. Thou 
too, Polyniccs, turn and face thy brother; for if 
thou and he stand face to face, thou wilt adopt a 
kindlier tone and lend a readier ear to him. I fain 
would give you both one piece of wholesome coun- 
sel; when a man that is angered with his friend con- 
fronts him face to face, he ought only to keep in 
view the object of his coming, forgetting all previ- 
ous quarrels. Polynices my son, speak first, for thou 
art come at the head of a Danaid host, alleging 
wrongful treatment; and may some god judge be- 
twixt us and reconcile the trouble. 

Po, The words of truth are simple, and justice 
needs no subtle interpretations, for it hath a fitness 
in itself; but the words of injustice, being rotten in 
themselves, require clever treatment. I provided for 
his interests and mine in our father’s palace, being 
anxious to avoid the curse which Gvdipus once ut- 
tered against us of my own free-will I left the land, 
allowing him to rule our country for one full year, 
on condition that I should then take the sceptre in 
turn, instead of plunging into deadly enmity and 
thereby doing others hurt or sulTering it myself, as 
is now the case. But he, after consenting to this and 
calling the gods to witness his oath, has performed 
none of his piomises, but is still keeping the sover- 
eignty in his own hands together with my share of 
our heritage. Even now am I ready to take my own 
and dismiss my army from this land, receiving my 
house in turn to dwell therein, and once more re- 
store it to him for a like period instead of ravaging 
our country and planting scaling-ladders against the 
towers, as I shall attempt to do if I do not get my 
rights. Wherefore 1 call the gods to witness that 
spite of my just dealing in everything I am being 
unjustly robbed of my country by most godless 
fraud. Here, mother, have I stated the several points 
on their own merits, without collecting words to 
fence them in, but urging a fair case, I think, alike 
in the judgment of skilled or simple folk. 

Ch, To me at least, albeit I was not born and bred 
in Hellas, thy words seem full of sense. 

Et, If all were unanimous in their ideas of honour 
and wisdom, there would have been no strife to 
make men disagree; but, as it is, fairness and equal- 
ity have no existence in this world beyond the name; 
there is really no such thing. For instance, mother, 
I will tell thee this without any concealment; I 
would ascend to the rising of the stars and the sun 
or dive beneath the earth, were I able so to do, to 
win a monarch’s power, the chief of things divine. 
Therefore, mother, I wiW never yield this blessing 
to another, but keep it for myself; for it were a cow- 
ard’s act to lose the greater and to win the less. Be- 
sides, I blush to think that he should gain his object 
by coming with arms in his hand and ravaging the 
land; for this were foul disgrace to glorious Thebes, 
if 1 should yield my sceptre up to him for fear of 
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Argive might. He ought not, mother, to have at- 
tempted reconcilement by armed force, for words 
compass everything that even the sword of an en- 
emy might effect. Still, if on any other terms he 
cares to dwell here, he may; but the sceptre will I 
never willingly let go. Shall I become his slave, when 
I can be his master? Never! Wherefore come fire, 
come sword! harness your steeds, fill the plains with 
chariots, for 1 will not forego my throne for him. For 
if we must do wrong, to do so for a kingdom were 
the fairest cause, but in all else virtue should be our 
aim. 

Ch. Fair words are only called for when the deeds 
they crown arc fair; otherwise they lose their charm 
and offend justice. 

Jo. Eicoclcs, my child, it is not all evil that at- 
tends old age; sometimes its experience cs^n offer 
sager counsel than can youth. Oh! w'hy, my ton, art 
thou so set upon ambition, that worst of deities? 
Forbear; that goddess knows not justice; maViy arc 
the homes and cities once prosperous that sh^ hath 
entered and left after the ruin of her votarids; she 
it is thou madly followcst. Better far, my son, prize 
equality that ever linketh friend to friend, city to 
city, and allies to each other; for equality is man’s 
natural law; but the less is always in opposition to 
the greater, ushering in the dayspring of dislike. 
For it is equality that hath set up for man measures 
and divisions of weights and hath distinguished num- 
bers; night’s sightless orb, and radiant sun proceed 
upon their yearly course on equal terms, and neither 
of them is envious when it has to yield. Though sun 
and gloom then both arc servants in man’s interests, 
wilt not thou be content with thy fair share of thy 
heritage and give the same to him? if not, why 
where is justice? Why prize beyond its worth the 
monarch’s power, injustice m prosperity ? why think 
so much of the admiring glances turned on rank? 
Nay, ’tis vanity. Or wouldst thou by heaping riches 
in thy halls, heap up toil therewith ? what advantage 
is it? *tis but a name; for the wise find that enough 
w-hich suffices for their wants. Man indeed hath no 
possessions of his own; we do but hold a stewardship 
of the gods’ property; and when they will, they 
take it back again. Riches make no settled home, 
but are as transient as the day. Come, suppose I put 
before thee two alternatives, whether thou wilt rule 
or save thy city ? Wilt thou say “Rule” ? 

Again, if Polyniccs win the day and his Argive 
warriors rout the ranks of Thebes, thou wilt see this 
city conquered and many a captive maid brutally 
dishonoured by the foe; so will that wealth thou art 
so bent on getting become a grievous banc to Thebes; 
but still ambition fills thee. This I say to thee; and 
this to thee, Polyniccs; Adrastus hath conferred a 
foolish favour on thee; and thou too hast shown 
little sense in coming to lay thy city waste. Suppose 
thou conquer this land, (which Heaven forefend!) 
tell me, I conjure thee, how wilt thou rear a trophy 
to Zeus? how wilt thou begin the sacrifice after thy 
country’s conquest or inscribe the spoils at the 
streams of Inachus with—'Tolynices gave Thebes 
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to the flames and dedicated these shields to the 
gods”? Oh! never, my son, be it thine to win such 
fame from Hellas! If, on the other hand, thou art 
worsted and thy brother’s cause prevail, how shalt 
thou return to Argos, leaving countless dead behind ? 
Some one will be sure to say, “Out on thee! Adras- 
tus, for the evil bridegroom thou hast brought unto 
thy house; thanks to one maid’s marriage, ruin is 
come on us.” 

Towards two evils, my son, art thou hasting— 
loss of influence there and ruin in the midst of thy 
efforts here. Oh! my children, lay aside your vio- 
lence; two men’s follies, once they meet, result in 
very deadly mischief. 

Ch. O heaven, avert these troubles and reconcile 
the sons of Qidipus in some way ! 

Et. Mother, the season for parley is past; the time 
we still delay is idle waste; thy good wishes are of no 
avail, for we shall never be reconciled except upon 
the terms already named, namely, that 1 should 
keep the sceptre and be king of this land : wherefore 
cease these tedious warnings and let me be. {Turning 
to poLYNicEs) And as for thee, outside the walls, or 
die! 

Po. Who will slay me? who is so invulnerable as 
to plunge his sw'ord in my body without reaping the 
self-same fate ? 

Et. Thou art near him, aye, very near; dost sec my 
arm? 

Po. I see it; but wealth is cowardly, a craven too 
fond of life. 

Et. Was it then to meet a dastard thou earnest 
with all that host to war ? 

Po. In a general caution is better than foolhardiness. 

Et. Relying on the truce, which saves thy life, 
thou turncst boaster. 

Po. Once more I ask thee to restore my sceptre 
and share in the kingdom. 

Et. 1 have naught to restore; ’tis my own house, 
and I will dwell therein. 

Po. What ! and keep more than thy share? 

Et. Yes, 1 will. Begone! 

Po. O altars of my fathers’ gods! 

Et. Which thou art here to raze. 

Po. Hear me. 

Et. Who would hear thee after thou hast marched 
against thy fatherland ? 

Po. O temples of those gods that ride on snow- 
white steeds!^ 

Et. They hate thee. 

Po. I am being driven from my country. 

Et. Because thou earnest to drive others thence. 

Po. Unjustly, O ye gods! 

Et. Call on the gods at Mycenae, not here. 

Po. Thou hast outraged right — 

Et, But I have not like thee become my country’s 
foe. 

Po. By driving me forth without my portion. 

Et. I will slay thee to boot. 

Po. O father, dost thou hear what I am suffering? 
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Et. Yea, and he hears what thou art doing. 

Po. Thou too, mother mine? 

Et. Thou hast no right to mention thy mother. 

Po. O my city ! 

Et. Get thee to Argos, and invoke the waters of 
Lerna. 

Po. I will; trouble not thyself; all thanks to thee 
though, mother mine. 

Et. Forth from the land! 

Po. 1 go, yet grant me to behold my father. 

Et. '1‘hou shall not have thy wish. 

Po. At least then my tender sisters. 

Et. No! them too thou shalt never see. 

Po. Ah, sisters mine! 

Et. Why dost thou, their bitterest foe, call on 
them ? 

Po. Mother dear, to thee at least farewell! 

Jo. A jovoiis faring mine in sooth, my son! 

Po. Thv son no more! 

Jo. Born to sorrow, endless sorrow, I! 

Po. ’Tis because my brother treats me despitcfully . 

Et. I am treated just the same. 

Po. Where wilt thou be stationed before the low- 

Et. Why ask me this? 

Po. I will array m\ self against thee for thy death. 

Et. 1 too have tlie same desire. 

Jo. Woe is me! what will yc do, my sons? 

Po. Ihe event will show. 

Jo. Oh, fly your father’s curse! Exit jocasta. 

Et. Destruction seize our whole house! 

Po. Soon shall my sword be busy, plunged in gore. 
But I call my native land and heaven too to witness, 
with what contumely and bitter treatment 1 am be- 
ing driven forth, as though 1 were a slave, not a son 
of Qidipus as much as he. If aught happen to thee, 
my city, blame him, not me; for 1 came not will- 
ingly, and all unwillingly am I dri\en hence. Fare- 
well, king Phoebus, lord of highw-ays; faiewell palace 
and comrades; farewell ye statues of the gods, at 
w'hich men offer sheep; for 1 know not if I shall ever 
address you again, though hope is still awake, which 
makes me confident that with heaven’s help 1 shall 
slay this fellow and rule my native 'Phebes. 

Exit POI.YNICES. 

Et. Forth from the land! ’twas a true name our 
father gave thee, when, prompted by some god, he 
called thee Polynices, a name denoting strife. 

Ch. To this land came Cadmus of Tyre, at whose 
feet an unyoked heifer threw itself down, giving 
effect to an oracle on the spot w'hcre the gcxl’s re- 
sponse bade him take up his abode in Aonia’s rich 
corn-lands, where gushing Dircc’s fair rivers of water 
pour o’er verdant fruitful fields; here was born the 
Bromian god by her whom Zeus made a mother, 
round whom the ivy twined its wreaths w'hile he 
was yet a babe, swathing him amid the covert of its 
green foliage as a child of happy destiny, to be a 
theme for Bacchic revelry among the maids and 
wives inspired in Thebes. 

There lay Ares’ murderous dragon, a savage 
warder, watching with roving eye the watered glens 
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and quickening streams; him did Cadmus slay with Cr, Still victory is entirely a matter of good coun- 
a jagged stone, when he came thither to draw him sel. 

lustral water, smiting that fell head with a blow of Et. Art anxious then that I should have recourse 
his death-dealing arm; but by the counsel of Pallas, to any other scheme ? 

motherless goddess, he cast the teeth upon the earth Cr. Aye to every scheme, before running the risk 
into deep furrows, whence sprang to sight a mail- once for all. 

clad host above the surface of the soil; but grim Et. Suppose we fall on them by night from am- 
slaughter once again united them to the earth they buscade? 

loved, bedewing with blood the ground that had Cr. Good! provided in the event of defeat thou 

disclosed them to the sunlit breath of heaven. canst secure thy return hither. 

Thee too, Epaphus, child of Zeus, sprung from Et. Night equalizes risks, though it rather favours 

lo our ancestress, I call on in my foreign tongue; all daring. 

hail to thee! hear my prayer uttered in accents Cr. The darkness of night is a terrible time to suf- 

strange, and visit this land; *twas in thy honour thy fer disaster. 

descendants settled here, and those goddesses of two- Et. Well, shall I fall upon them as they sit at meat ? 

fold name, Persephone and kindly Demeter or Earth Cr. That might cause a scare, but victory is what 

the queen of all, that feedeth every mouth, won it we want. ^ . 

for themselves; send to the help of this land those Et. Dirce’s ford is deep enough to prevent their 
torch-bearing queens; for to gods all things are easy. retreat. \ 

Et. {To an attendant) Go, fetch Creon son of Me- Cr. No plan so good as to keep well guarded, 

noeceus, the brother of Jocasta my mother; tell him Et. What if our cavalry make a sortie against the 

I fain would confer with him on matters affecting host of Argos? \ 

our public and private weal, before we set out to Cr. Their troops too are fenced all round with 
battle and the arraying of our host. But lo! he comes chariots. 

and saves thee the trouble of going; I see him on his Et. What then can I do? am I to surrender the 
way to my palace. city to the foe ? 

Enter creon. Cr. Nay, nay! but of thy wisdom form some plan. 
Creon. To and fro have I been, king Eteocles, in Et. Pray, what scheme is wiser than mine ? 

my desire to see thee, and have gone all round the Cr. They have seven chiefs, I hear, 

gates and sentinels of Thebes in quest of thee. Et. What is their appointed task ? their might can 

Et. Why, and I was anxious to see thee, Creon; be but feeble, 
for I found the terms of peace far from satisfactory, Cr. To lead the several companies and storm our 
when I came to confer with Polynices. seven gates. 

Cr. I hear that he has wider aims than Thebes, Et. What are we to do? I will not wait till every 
relying on his alliance with the daughter of Adrastus chance is gone. 

and his army. Well, we must leave this dependent Cr. Choose seven chiefs thyself to set against them 
on the gods; meantime I am come to tell thee our at the gates. 

chief obstacle. Et. To lead our companies, or to fight single- 

Et. What is that ? 1 do not understand what thou handed ? 
sayest. Cr. Choose our very bravest men to lead the 

Cr. There is come one that was captured by the troops. 

Argives. Et. I understand; to repel attempts at scaling our 

Et. What news does he bring from their camp ? walls. 

Cr. He says the Argive army intend at once to Cr. With others to share the command, for one 
draw a ring of troops round the city of Thebes, man secs not everything. 

about its towers. Et. Selecting them for courage or thoughtful pru- 

Et. In that case the city of Cadmus must lead out dence ? 
its troops. Cr. For both ; for one is naught without the other. 

Cr. Whither? art thou so young that thine eyes Et. It shall be done; I will away to our seven tow- 
see not what they should ? ers and post captains at the gates, as thou advisest, 

Et. Across yon trenches for immediate action. pitting them man for man against the foe. To tell 

Cr. Our Theban forces are small, while theirs arc thee each one’s name were grievous waste of time, 

numberless. when the foe is camped beneath our very walls. But 

Et. I well know they are reputed brave. I will go, that my hands may no longer hang idle. 

Cr. No mean repute have those Argives among May I meet my brother face to face, and encounter 

Hellenes. him hand to hand, e’en to the death, for coming to 

Et. Never fear! I will soon fill the plain with their waste my country! But if I suffer any mischance, 

dead. thou must see to the marriage ’twixt Antigone my 

Cr. I could wish it so; but I see great difficulties sister and Haemon, thy son; and now, as I go forth 

in this. to battle, I ratify their previous espousal. Thou art 

Et. Trust me, I will not keep my host within the my mother’s brother, so why need I say more? take 
walk care of her, as she deserves, both for thy own sake 
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and mine. As for cny sire he hath been guilty of folly 
against himself in putting out his eyes; small praise 
have I for him; by his curses maybe he will sby us 
too. One thing only have we still to do, to ask Tei- 
resias, the seer, if he has aught to tell of heaven’s 
will. Thy son Menoeccus, who bears thy father’s 
name, will I send to fetch Teiresias hither, Creon; 
for with thee he will readily converse, though I have 
ere now so scorned his art prophetic to his face, that 
he has reasons to reproach me. This commandment, 
Creon, I lay upon the city and thee; should my 
cause prevail, never give Polynices’ corpse a grave 
in Theban soil, and if so be some friend should bury 
him, let death reward the man. Thus far to thee; 
and to my servants thus, bring forth my arms and 
coat of mail, that I may start at once for the ap- 
pointed combat, with right to lead to victory. To 
save our city we will pray to Caution, the best god- 
dess to serve our end. Exit etii<x:les. 

Ch. O Arcs, god of toil and trouble! why, why 
art thou possessed by a love of blood and death, out 
of harmony with the festivals of Bromius? *Tis for 
no crowns of dancers fair that thou dost toss thy 
youthful curls to the breeze, singing the while to 
the lute’s soft breath a strain to charm the dancers’ 
feet; but with warriors clad in mail thou dost lead 
ihy sombre revelry, breathing into Argive breasts 
a lust for Theban blood; with no wild waving of the 
thyrsus, clad in fawnskin thou dancest, but with 
chariotsand bitted steeds wheclest thy charger strong 
of hoof. O’er the waters of Ismcnus in wild career 
thou art urging thy horses, inspiring Argive breasts 
with hate of the earth-born race, arraying in brazen 
harness against these stone-built walls a host of war- 
riors armed with shields. 

Truly Strife is a goddess to fear, who devised 
these troubles for the princes of this land, for the 
much-enduring sons of Labdacus. 

O Cithacron, apple of the eye of Artemis, holy 
vale of leaves, amid whose snows fully many a beast 
lies couched, would thou hadst never reared the 
child exposed to die, CEdipus the fruit of Jocasta’s 
womb, when as a babe he was cast forth from his 
home, marked with a golden brooch; and would the 
Sphinx, that wingfcd maid, fell monster from the 
hills, had never come to curse our land with inhar- 
monious strains; she that erst drew nigh our walls 
and snatched the sons of Cadmus away in her tal- 
oned feet to the pathless fields of light, a fiend sent 
by Hades from hell to plague the men of Thebes; 
once more unhappy strife is bursting out between 
the sons of Qidipus in city and home. For never can 
wrong be right, .... nor children of unnatural par- 
entage come as a glory to the mother that bears 
them, but as a stain on the marriage of him who is 
father and brother at once. 

O earth, thou once didst bear — so long ago I 
heard the story told by foreigners in my own home 
— a race which sprang of the teeth of a snake with 
blood-red crest, that fed on beasts, to be the glory 
and reproach of Thebes, 

In days gone by the sons of heaven came to the 
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wedding of Harmonia, and the walls of Thebes arose 
to the sound of the lyre and her towers stood up as 
Amphion played, in the midst between the double 
streams of Dircc, that watcrelh the green meadows 
fronting the Ismenus; and lo, our hornM ancestress, 
was mother of the kings of Thebes; thus our city 
through an endless succession of divers blessings has 
set herself upon the highest pinnacle of martial glory. 

Enter teiresias and menceceus. 

Teiresias, (Led by his daughter) Lead on, my daugh- 
ter; for thou art as an eye to my blind f^cct, as cer- 
tain as a star to mariners; lead my steps on to level 
ground; then go before, that we stumble not, for 
thy father has no strength; keep safe for me in thy 
maiden hand the auguries I took in the days I ob- 
served the flight and cries of birds seated in my holy 
prophet’s chair. Tell me, young Menoeccus, son of 
Creon, how much further toward the city is it ere 
I reach thy father ? for my knees grow weary, and I 
can scarce keep up this hurried pace. 

Cr. Take heart, Teiresias, for thou hast reached 
thy moorings and art near thy friends; take him by 
the hand, my child; for just as every carriage has to 
wait for outside help to steady it, so too hath the 
step of age. 

Te. Enough; I have arrived; why, Creon, dost 
thou summon me so urgently ? 

Cr. I have not forgotten that; but first collect 
thyself and regain breath, shaking off the fatigue of 
thy journey. 

Te. 1 am indeed worn out, having arrived here 
only yesterday from the court of the Erechthidae; 
for they too were at war, fighting with Eumolpus, 
in which contest I insured the victory ol Cecrops’ 
sons; and I received the golden crown, which thou 
seest me wearing, as lirstfruits of the enemy’s spoil. 

Cr. I take thy crown of victory as an omen. We, 
as thou knowest, are exposed to the billows of an 
Argive war, and great is the struggle for Thebes. 
Etcoclcs, our king, is already gone in full harness to 
meet Mycenae’s champions, and hath bidden me in- 
quire of thee our best course to save the city. 

Te. For Etcocles 1 would have closed my lips and 
refrained from all response, but to thee I will speak, 
since ’tis thy wish to learn. 7'his country, Creon, 
has been long afflicted, ever since Laius became a 
father in heaven’s despite, begetting hapless Q£di pus 
to be his own mother’s husband. That bloody out- 
rage on his eyes was planned by heaven as an en- 
sample to Hellas; and the sons of Gidipus made a 
gross mistake in wishing to throw over it the veil of 
time, as if forsooth they could outrun the gods’ de- 
cree; for by robbing their father of his due honour 
and allowing him no freedom, they exasperated the 
poor sufferer; so he, stung by suffering and disgrace 
as well, vented awful curses against them; and I, be- 
cause I left nothing undone or unsaid to prevent 
this, incurred the hatred of the sons of CEdipus. But 
death inflicted by each other’s hands awaits them, 
Creon; and the many heaps of slain, some from Ar- 
civc, some from Theban missiles, shall cause bitter 
lamentation in the land of Thebes. Alasl for thee, 
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poor city, thou art being involved in their ruin, un- 
less I can persuade one man. The best course was to 
prevent any child of CEdipus becoming either citi- 
zen or king in this land, on the ground that they 
were under a ban and would overthrow the city. 
But since evil has the mastery of good, there is still 
one other way of safety; but this it were unsafe for 
me to tell, and painful too for those whose high for- 
tune it is to supply their city with the saving cure. 
Farewell 1 I will away; amongst the rest must I en- 
dure my doom, if need be; for what will become of 
me? 

Cr. Stay here, old man. 

Te, Hold me not. 

Cr. Abide, why dost thou seek to fly ? 

Te. *Tis thy fortune that flies thee, not I. 

Cr. Tell me what can save Thebes and her citizens. 

Te. Though this be now thy wish, it will soon 
cease to be. 

Cr. Not wish to save my country ? how can that 
be? 

Te. Art thou still eager to be told ? 

Cr. Yea; for wherein should I show greater zeal? 

Te. Then straightway shalt thou hear my words 
prophetic. But first I would fain know for certain, 
where Menoeceus is who led me hither. 

Cr. Here, not far away, but at thy side. 

Te. Let him retire far from my prophetic voice. 

Cr. He is my own son and will preserve due silence. 

Te. Wilt thou then that I tell thee in his presence? 

Cr. Yea, for he will rejoice to hear the means of 
safety. 

Te. Tlien hear the purport of my oracle, the which 
if ye observe ye shall save the city of Cadmus. 

Thou must sacrifice Menoeceus thy son here for 
thy country, since thine own lips demand the voice 
of fate. 

Cr. What mean’st thou? what is this thou hast 
said, old man ? 

Te. To that which is to be thou also must con- 
form. 

Cr. O the eternity of woe thy minute’s tale pro- 
claims! 

Te. Yes to thee, but to thy country great salva- 
tion. 

Cr. I shut my ears; I never listened; to city now 
farewell! 

Te. Ha ! the man is changed ; he is drawing back. 

Cr. Go in peace; it is not thy prophecy I need. 

Te. Is truth dead, because thou art curst with 
woe? 

Cr. By thy knees and honoured locks I implore 
thee! 

Te. Why implore me ? thou art craving a calamity 
hard to guard against. 

Cr. Keep silence; tell not the city thy news. 

Te. Thou biddest me act unjustly; I will not hold 
my peace. 

Cr. What wilt thou then do to me ? slay my child ? 

Te, That is for others to decide; I have but to 
speak. 

Cr. Whence came this curse on me and my son? 
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Te. Thou dost right to ask me and to test what I 
have said. In yonder lair, where the earth-born 
dragon kept watch and ward o’er Dirce’s springs, 
must this youth be offered and shed his life-blood 
on the ground by reason of Ares’ ancient grudge 
against Cadmus, who thus avenges the slaughter of 
his earth-born snake. If ye do this, ye shall win Ares 
as an ally; and if the earth receive crop for crop and 
human blood for blood, ye shall find her kind again, 
that erst to your sorrow reared from that dragon’s 
seed a crop of warriors with golden casques; for 
needs must one sprung from the dragon’s teeth be 
slain. Now thou art our only survivor of the seed of 
that sown race, whose lineage is pure alike on moth- 
er’s and on father’s side, thou and these thy sons. 
Haemon’s marriage debars him from being the vic- 
tim, for he is no longer single; for even if he have 
not consummated his marriage, yet is he bettothed; 
but this tender youth, consecrated to the cityi’s serv- 
ice, might by dying rescue his country; and\ bitter 
will he make the return of Adrastus and his A ogives, 
flinging o’er their eyes death’s dark pall, and will 
glorify Thebes. Choose thee one of these alterna- 
tives; either save the city or thy son. 

Now hast thou all I have to say. Daughter, lead 
me home. A fool, the man who practises the divin- 
er’s art ; for if he should announce an adverse answer, 
he makes himself disliked by those who seek to him; 
while, if from pity he deceives those who are con- 
sulting him, he sins against Heaven. Phoebus should 
have been man’s only prophet, for he fears no man. 

Exit TEIRESIAS. 

Ch. Why so silent, Creon, why are thy lips hushed 
and dumb ? I too am no less stricken with dismay. 

Cr. Why, what could one say? ’Tis clear what my 
words must be. For I will never plunge myself so 
deeply into misfortune as to devote my son to death 
for the city; for love of children binds all men to 
life, and none would resign his own son to die. Let 
no man praise me into slaying my children. I am 
ready to die myself — for I am ripe in years — to set 
my country free. But thou, my son, ere the whole 
city learn this, up and fly with all haste away from 
this land, regardless of these prophets’ unbridled 
utterances; for he will go to the seven gates and the 
captains there and tell all this to our governors and 
leaders; now if we can forestal him, thou mayst be 
saved, but if thou art too late, ’tis all over with us 
and thou wilt die. 

Menceccus. Whither can I fly? to what city? to 
which of our guest-friends ? 

Cr. Fly where thou wilt be furthest removed from 
this land. 

Men. ’Tis for thee to name a place, for me to 
carry out thy bidding. 

Cr. After passing Delphi— 

Men. Whither must 1 go, father? 

Cr. To /Etolia. 

Men. Whither thence? 

Cr. To the land of Thesprotia. 

Men. To Dodona’s hallowed threshold ? 

Cr. Thou followest me. 
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Men. What protection shall I find me there ? 

Cr. The god will send thee on thy way. 

Men. How shall I find the means ? 

Cr. I will supply thee with money. 

Men. A go^ plan of thine, father. So go; for I 
will to thy sister, focasta, at whose breast I was suck- 
led as a babe when reft of my mother and Icit a 
lonely orphan, to give her kindly greeting and then 
will I seek my safety. Come, come! be going, that 
there be no hindrance on thy part. 

Exit cRroN. 

How cleverly, ladies, I banished my father’s fears 
by crafty words to gain my end; for he is trying to 
convey me hence, depriving the city of its chance 
and surrendering me to cowardice. Though an old 
man may be pardoned, yet in my case there is no 
excuse for betraying the country that gave me birth. 
So I will go and save the city, be assured thereof, 
and give my life up for this land. For this were 
shame, that they whom no oracles bind and who 
have not come under Fate’s iron law, should stand 
there, shoulder to shoulder, with never a fear of 
death, and fight for their country before her towers, 
while I escape the kingdom like a coward, a traitor 
to my father and brother and city; and wheresoe’er 
I live, 1 shall appear a dastard. Nay, by Zeus and all 
his stars, by Arcs, god of blood, who ’stablished the 
warrior-crop that sprung one day from earth as 
princes of this land, that shall not be! but go I will, 
and standing on the topmost battlements, will deal 
my own death-blow over the dragon’s deep dark 
den, the spot the seer described, and will set my 
country free. I have spoken. Now I go to make the 
city a present of my life, no mean offering, to rid 
this kingdom of its affliction. For if each W'crc to 
take and expend all the good within his power, con- 
tributing it to his country’s weal, our states would 
experience fewer troubles and would for the future 
prosper. Exit menceceus. 

Ch. Thou cam’st, O winged fiend, spawn of earth 
and hellish viper-brood, to prey upon the sons of 
Cadmus, rife with death and fraught with sorrow, 
half a monster, half a maid, a murderous prodigy, 
with roving wings and ravening claws, that in days 
gone by didst catch up youthful victims from the 
haunts of Dircc, with discordant note, bringing a 
deadly curse, a w'oc of bloodshed to our native land. 
A murderous god he was who brought all this to pass. 
In every house was heard a cry of mothers w'ailing 
and of wailing maids, lamentation and the voice of 
w'ceping, as each took up the chant of death from 
street to street in turn. Loud rang the mourners’ 
wail, and one great cry went up, whene’er that 
winged maiden bore some victim out of sight from 
the city. At last came CEdipus, the man of sorrow, on 
his mission from Delphi to this land of Thebes, a 
joy to them then but afterwards a cause of grief; 
for, when he had read the riddle triumphantly, he 
formed with his mother an unhallowed union, woe 
to him! polluting the city; and by his curses, luck- 
less wight, he plunged his sons into a guilty strife, 
causing them to wade through seas of blood. 
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All reverence do we feel for him, who is gone to 
his death in his country’s cause, bequeathing to 
Creon a legacy of tears, but destined to crown with 
victory our seven fenced towers. May our mother- 
ho(xl be blessed with such noble sons, O Pallas, 
kindly queen, who with well-aimed stone didst spill 
the serpent’s blootL rousing C'admus as thou didst 
to bro(Kl upon the task, whereof the issue was a de- 
mon’s curse that swooped upon this land and har- 
ried It. 

Enter MESSENGER. 

I St. Messenger. Ho there! who is at the palace- 
gates? Open the door, summon locasta forth. Ho 
there! once again I call; spite of this long delay come 
forth; hearken, noble \vife of G'xlipus; cease thy lam- 
entation and thy tears of woe. 

Enter jocasta. 

Jo. Surely thou art not come, my friend, with the 
sad news of Etcocles’ death, beside whose shield thou 
hast ever marched, warding from him the foeman’s 
darts? What tidings art thou here to bring me? Is 
my son alive or dead ? Declare that to me. 

jst. Mes. To rid thee of thy fear at once, he 
lives; that terror banish. 

Jo. Next, how is it with the seven towers that 
wall us in ? 

jst. Mes. They stand unshattered still; the city 
is not vet a prey. 

Jo. Have they been in jeopardy of the Argivc 
spear ? 

ist.Mes. Aye, on the very brink; but our Theban 
warriors proved too strong lor Mycenae’s might. 

Jo. One thing tell me, I implore; knowest thou 
aught of Polymces, is he yet alive? for this too 1 
long to learn. 

jst. Mes. As yet thy sons are living, the pair of 
them. 

Jo. G(xl bless thee! How did you succeed in beat- 
ing olT from our gates the Argivc hosts, when thus 
beleaguered? Tell me, that 1 may go within and 
cheer the old blind man, since our city is still safe. 

ist. Mes. After Creon’s son, who gave up life for 
country, had taken his stand on the turret’s top and 
plunged a sword dark-hilt ed through his throat to 
save this land, thy son told off seven companies with 
their captains to the seven gates to keep watch on 
the Argivc warriors, and stationed cavalry to cover 
cavalry, and infantry to support infantry, that as- 
sistance might be close at hand for any weak point 
in the walls. I'hen from our lofty towers we saw the 
Argivc host with their white shields leaving Teu- 
messus, and, when near the trench, they charged up 
to our Theban city at the double. In one loud burst 
from their ranks and from our battlements rang out 
the battle-cry and trumpet-call. First to the Neist- 
ian gate, Parthenopaeus, son of the huntress maid, 
led a company bristling with serried shields, him- 
self with his own peculiar badge in the centre of his 
targe, Atalanta slaying the /Etolian boar with an 
arrow shot from far. To the gates of Proetus came 
the prophet Amphiaraus, bringing the victims on a 
chariot; no vaunting blazon he carried, but weapons 
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chastely plain. Next prince Hippomedon came awfullightningofZeiiswouldnotstayhimfromgiv- 

marching to the Ogygian port with this device upon ing the city to utter destruction; and even as he 

his boss, Argus the all-seeing with his spangled eyes spoke, he crept up beneath the hail of stones, gath- 

upon the watch whereof some open with the rising ered under the shelter of his shield, mounting from 

stars, while others he closes when they set, as one rung to rung on the smooth ladder; but, just as he 

could see after he was slain. At the Homoloian gates was scaling the parapet of the wall, Zeus smote him 

Tydeus was posting himself, a lion’s skin with shaggy with a thunderbolt; loud the earth re-echoed, and 

mane upon his buckler, while in his right hand he fear seized every heart; for his limbs were hurled 

bore a torch, like Titan Prometheus, to fire the town. from the ladder far apart as from a sling, his head 

Thy own son Polyniccs led the battle ’gainst the toward the sky, his blood toward earth, while his 

Fountain gate; upon his shield for blazon were the legs and arms went spinning round like Ixion’s wheel, 

steeds of Potniae galloping at frantic speed, revolv- till his charred corpse fell to the ground. But when 

ing by some clever contrivance on pivots inside the Adrastus saw that Zeus was leagued against his army, 

buckler close to the handle, so as to appear dis- he drew the Argive troops outside the trench and 

traught. At Electra’s gate famed Capaneus brought halted them. Meantime our horse, marking the 

up his company, bold as Ares for the fray; this de- lucky omen ofJZeus, began driving forth thfir char- 

vice his buckler bore upon its iron back, an earth- iots, and our men-at-arms charged into the (thick of 

born giant carrying on his shoulders a whole city the Argives, and everything combined to their dis- 

which he had wrenched from its base, a hint to us of comfiturc; men were falling and hurled headlong 

the fate in store for Thebes. Adrastus was stationed from chariots, wheels flew off', axles crashed together, 

at the seventh gate; a hundred vipers filled his shield while ever higher grew the heaps of slain ; so for to- 

with graven work, as he bore on his left arm that day at least have we prevented the destruction of 

proud Argive badge, the hydra, and serpents were our country’s bulwarks; but whether fortune will 

carrying off in their jaws the sons of Thebes from hereafter smile upon this land, that rests with Heav- 

within their very walls. Now I was enabled to see en; for, even as it is, it owes its safety to some deity, 

each of them, as I carried the watch-word along the Ch. Victory is fair; and if the gods are growing 
line to the leaders of our companies. To begin with, kinder, it would be well with me. 
we fought with bows and thonged javelins, with 7o. Heaven and fortune smile; for my sons arc yet 
slings that shoot from far and showers of crashing alive and my country hath escaped ruin. But Creon 

stones; and as we were conquering, Tydeus and thy seems to have reaped the bitter fruit of my mar- 

son on a sudden cried aloud, “Ye sons of Argos, be- riage with CEdipus, by losing his son to his sorrow, a 

fore being riddled by their fire, why delay to fall piece of luck for Thebes, but bitter grief to him. 

upon the gates with might and main, the whole of Prithee to thy talc again and say what my two sons 

you, light-armed and horse and charioteers?’* No intend to do next. 

loitering then, soon as they heard that call; and ist, Mes. Forbear to question further; all is well 
many a warrior fell with bloody crown, and not a with thee so far, 

few of us thou couldst have seen thrown to the earth Jo, Thy words but rouse my suspicions; I cannot 
like tumblers before the walls, after they had given leave it thus. 

up the ghost, bedewing the thirsty ground with ist, Mes. Hast thou any further wish than thy 
streams of gore. Then Atalanta’s son, who w'as not sons* safety? 

an Argive but an Arcadian, hurling himself like a Jo. Yea, 1 would learn whether in the sequel I am 
hurricane at the gates, called for fire and picks to also blest. 

raze the town; but Periclymenus, son of the ocean- ist. Mes. Let me go; thy son is left without his 

god, stayed his wild career, heaving on his head a squire. 

waggon-load of stone, even the coping torn from Jo. There is some evil thou art hiding, veiling it 

the battlements; and it shattered his head with the in darkness. 

hair and crashed through the sutures of the skull, ist. Mes. Maybe; I would not add ill news to the 
dabbling with blood his cheek just showing man- good thou hast heard. 

hood’s mish; and never shall he go back alive to his /o.Thou must, unless thou take wingsand fly away, 

fiiir archer-mother, the maid of Macnalus. ist. Mes. Ah! why didst thou not let me go after 

Thy son then, seeing these gates secure, went on announcing my good news, instead of forcing me to 

to the next, and I with him. There I saw Tydeus and disclose evil ? Those two sons of thine are resolved 

his serried ranks of targeteers hurling their i^tolian on deeds of shameful recklessness, a single combat 

spears into the opening at the top of the turrets, apart from the host, addressing to Argives and The- 

with such good aim that our men fled and left the bans alike words I would they had never uttered, 

beetling battlements; but thy son rallied them once Eteocles, taking his stand on a lofty tower, after 

more, as a huntsman cheers his hounds, and made ordering silence to be proclaimed to the army, bc- 

them man the towers again. And then away we has- gan on this wise, “Ye captains of Hellas, chieftains 

tened to other gates, after stopping the panic there, of Argos here assembled, and ye folk of Cadmus, 

As for the madness of Capaneus, how am I to de- barter not your lives for Polynices or for me! For I 

scribe it ? There was he, carrying with him a long myself excuse you from this risk, and will engage 

scsding-ladder and loudly boasting that even the my brother in single combat; and if I slay him, 1 
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will possess my palace without rival, but if I am 
worsted I will bequeath the city to him. Ye men of 
Argos, give up the struggle and return to your land, 
nor lose your lives here; of the earth-sown folk as 
well there are dead enough in those already slain.” 

So he; then thy son Polynices rushed from the 
array and assented to his proposal; and all the Ar- 
gives and the people of Cadmus shouted their ap- 
proval, as though they deemed it just. On these 
terms the armies made a truce, and in the space be- 
twixt them took an oath of each other for their 
leaders to abide by. Forthwith in brazen mail those 
two sons of aged (Edipus were casing themselves; 
and lords of Thebes with friendly care equipped the 
captain of this land, while Argive chieftains armed 
the other. There they stood in dazzling sheen, neither 
blenching, all eagerness to hurl their lances each at 
the other. Then came their friends to their side, 
first one, then another, with words of encourage- 
ment, to wit: 

“Polynices, it rests with thee to set up an image 
of Zeus as a trophy, and crown Argos with fair re- 
nown.” 

Others hailed Eteocles: “Now art thou fighting 
for thy city; now, if victorious, thou hast the sceptre 
in thy power.” 

So spake they, cheering them to the fray. 

Meantime the seers were sacrificing sheep and not- 
ing the tongues and forks of fire, the damp reek 
which is a bad omen, and the tapering flame, which 
gives decisions on two points, being both a sign of 
victory and defeat. But, if thou hast any power or 
subtle speech or charmed spell, go, stay thy children 
from this fell affray, for great is the risk they run. 
The issue thereof will be grievous sorrow for thee, 
if to-day thou art reft of both thy sons. 

Exit MESSENGER. 

Jo. Antigone, my daughter, come forth before the 
palace; this heaven-sent crisis is no time for thee to 
DC dancing or amusing thyself with girlish pursuits. 
But thou and thy mother must prevent two gallant 
youths, thy own brothers, from plunging into death 
and falling by each other’s hand. 

Enter antigone. 

An. Mother mine, what new terror art thou pro- 
claiming to thy dear ones before the palace P 

Jo. Daughter, thy brothers arc in danger of their 
life. 

An. What mean’st thou ? 

Jo. They have resolved on single combat. 

An. O horror! what hast thou to tell, mother? 

Jo. No welcome news; follow me. 

An. Whither away from my maiden-bower? 

Jo. To the army. 

An. I cannot face the crowd. 

Jo. Coyness is not thy cue now. 

An. But what can Ido? 

Jo. Thou shalt end thy brothers* strife. 

An. By what means, mother mine ? 

Jo. By falling at their knees with me. 

An. Lead on till we are *twixt the armies; no time 
for lingering now. 
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Jo. Haste, my daughter, haste! For, if I can fore- 
stal the onset of my sons, I may yet live; but if they 
be dead, I will lay me down and die with them. 

Exeunt jocasta and antigone. 

Ch. Ah me! my bosom thrills with terror; and 
through my flesh there passed a throb of pity for 
the hapless mother. Which of her two sons will send 
the other to a bloody grave ? ah, woe is me! O Zeus, 

0 earth, alas! brother severing brother’s throat and 
robbing him of life, cleaving through his shield to 
spill his blood? Ah me! ah me! which of them will 
claim my dirge of death ? Woe unto thee, thou land 
of Thebes! two savage beasts, two murderous souls, 
with brandished spears will soon be draining each 
his fallen focman’s gore. Woe is them, that they 
ever thought of single combat! in foreign accent will 

1 chant a dirge of tears and w'ailing in mourning for 
the dead. Close to murder stands their fortune; the 
coming day will decide it. Fatal, ah! fatal will this 
slaughter be, because of the avenging fiends. 

But hist! I see Creon on his way hither to the 
palace with brow o’ercast; I will check my present 
lamentations. 

Enter creon with body of mknceceus. 

Cr. Ah me! what shall I do? Am 1 to mourn with 
bitter tears myself or my city, round which is set- 
tling a swarm thick enough to send us to Acheron ? 
My own son hath died for his country, bringing 
glory to his name but grievous woe to me. His body 
I rescued but now from the dragon’s rocky lair and 
sadly carried the self-slain victim hither in my arms; 
and my house is filled with weeping; but now I come 
to fetch my sister Jocasta, age seeking age, that she 
may bathe my child’s corpse and lay it out. For the 
living must reverence the nether god by paying hon- 
our to the dead. 

Ch. Thy sister, Creon, hath gone forth and her 
daughter Antigone went with her. 

Cr. Whither went she ? and wherefore ? tell me. 

Ch. She heard that her sons were about to engage 
in single combat for the royal house. 

Cr. What is this? I was paying the last honours to 
my dead son, and so am behindhand in learning this 
fresh sorrow. 

Ch. ’Tis some time, Creon, since thy sister’s de- 
parture, and 1 expect the struggle for life and death 
is already decided by the sons of Qidipus. 

Cr. Alas! 1 see an omen there, the gloomy look 
and clouded brow of yonder messenger coming to 
tell us the whole matter. 

Enter 2nd messenger. 

2 nd. Messenger, .^h, woe is me! what language can 
I find to tell my talc? 

Cr. Our fate is sealed; thy opening words do 
naught to reassure us. 

2 nd. Mes. Ah, woe is me! I do repeat; for beside 
the scenes of woe already enacted I bring tidings of 
new horror. 

Cr. What is thy tale? 

2 nd. Mes. 1‘hy sister’s sons arc now no more, Creon. 

Cr. Alas! thou hast a heavy talc of woe for me and 
Thebes! 
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Ch, O house of (Edipus, hast thou heard these 
tidings? 

Cr. Of sons slain by the self-same fate. 

Ch, A tale to make it weep, were it endowed with 
sense. 

Cr, Oh! most grievous stroke of fate! woe is me 
for my sorrows! woe! 

2nd, Mes, Woe indeed! didst thou but know the 
sorrows still to tell. 

Cr, How can they be more hard to bear than these ? 

2nd, Mes, With her two sons thy sister has sought 
her death. 

Ch. Loudly, loudly raise the wail, and with white 
hands smite upon your heads! 

Cr, Ah! woe is thee, Jocasta! what an end to life 
and marriage hast thou found the riddling of the 
Sphinx! But tell me how her two sons wrought the 
bloody deed, the struggle caused by the curse of 
CEdipus. 

2nd, Mes, Of our successes before the towers 
thou knowest, for the walls arc not so far away as to 
prevent thy learning each event as it occurred. Now 
when they, the sons of aged CEdipus, had donned 
their brazen mail, they went and took their stand 
betwixt the hosts, chieftains both and generals too, 
to decide the day by single combat, 'rhen Polynices, 
turning his eyes towards Argos, lifted up a prayer. 
“O Hera, awful queen— for thy servant I am, since 
I have wedded the daughter of Adrastus and dwell 
in his land— grant that I may slay my brother, and 
stain my lifted hand with the blood of my conquered 
foe. A shameful prize it is I ask, my own brother's 
blood.” And to many an eye the tear would rise at 
their sad fate, and men looked at one another, cast- 
ing their glances round. 

But Etcoclcs, looking towards the temple of Pal- 
las with the golden shield, prayed thus, ‘‘Daughter 
of Zeus, grant that this right arm may launch the 
spear of victory against my brother's breast and slay 
him who hath come to sack rny country.” Soon as 
the Tuscan trumpet blew, the signal for the bloody 
fray, like the torch that falls,^ they darted wildly at 
one another and, like boars whetting their savage 
tusks, began the fray, their beards wet with foam; 
and they kept shooting out their spears, but each 
couched beneath his shield to let the steel glance 
idly off; but if either saw the other’s face above the 
rim, he would aim his lance thereat, eager to outwit 
him. 

But both kept such careful outlook through the 
spy-holes in their shields, that their weapons found 
naught to do; while from the on-lookers far more 
than the combatants trickled the sweat caused by 
terror for their friends. Suddenly Eteocles, in kick- 
ing aside a stone that rolled beneath his tread, ex- 
posed a limb outside his shield, and Polynices seeing 
a chance of dealing him a blow, aimed a dart at it, 
and the Argive shaft went through his leg; whereat 
the Danai, one and all, cried out for joy. But the 

tThis was the signal for the start at the Lampadephoria, 
an Athenian ceremony at the festivals of the fire-gods 
Prometheus, Hephaestus and Athena. 
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wounded man, seeing a shoulder unguarded in this 
effort, plunged his spear with all his might into the 
breast of Polynices, restoring gladness to the citizens 
of Thebes, though he brake off the spear-head ; and 
so, at a loss for a weapon, he retreated foot by foot, 
till catching up a splintered rock he let it fly and 
shivered the other’s spear; and now w’as the com 
bat equal, for each had lost his lance. Then clutch- 
ing their sword-hilts they closed, and round and 
round, with shields close-locked, they waged their 
wild warfare. Anon Eteocles introduced that crafty 
Thessalian trick, having some knowledge thereof 
from his intercourse with that country; disengaging 
himself from the immediate contest, he drew back 
his left foot but kept his eye closely on the pit of 
the other’s stomach from a distance; then advanc- 
ing his right fc^ot he plunged his weapon through 
his navel ancl fixed it in his spine. Down falls Poly- 
niccs, blood -bespattered, ribs and belly conkacting 
in his agony. But that other, thinking his Victory 
now complete, threw down his sword and\set to 
spoiling him, wholly intent thereon, without a 
thought for himself. And this indeed was his ruin; 
for Polynices, who had fallen first, was still faintly 
breathing, and having in his grievous fall retained 
his sword, he made a last eflbit and drove it through 
the heart of Eteocles. There they lie, fallen side by 
side, biting the dust with their teeth, without hav- 
ing decided the mastery. 

Ch. Ah, woe is thee! CE!dipus, for thy sorrows! 
how I pity thee! Heaven, it seems, has fulfilled those 
curses of thine. 

2nd. Mes. Now hear w'hat further woes suc- 
ceeded. just as her two sons had fallen and lay dy- 
ing, comes their wretched mother on the scene, her 
daughter with her, in hot haste; and when she saw 
their mortal wounds, ‘‘Too late,” she moaned, ‘‘my 
sons, the help 1 bring”; and throwing herself on each 
in turn she wept and wailed, sorrowing o’er all her 
toil in suckling them; and so too their sister, who 
was with her, “Supporters of your mother’s age! 
dear brothers, leaving me forlorn, unwed!” 'I’hcn 
prince Eteocles with one deep dying gasp, hearing 
his mother’s cry, laid on her his clammy hand, and 
though he could not say a word, his moistened eye 
was eloquent to prove his love. But Polynices w'as 
still alive, and seeing his sister and his aged mother 
he said, “Mother mine, our end is come; I pity thee 
and my sister Antigone and my dead brother. For 
I loved him though he turned my foe, I loved him, 
yes! in spite of all. Bury me, mother mine, and thou, 
my sister dear, in my native soil; pacify the city’s 
wrath that I may get at least that much of my own 
fatherland, although I lost my home. With thy hand, 
mother, close mine eyes (therewith he himself places 
her fingers on the lids) ; and fare ye well; for already 
the darkness wraps me round.” 

So both at once breathed out their life of sorrow. 
But when their mother saw this sad mischance, in 
her o’ermastering grief she snatched from a corpse 
its sword and wrought an awful deed, driving the 
steel right through her throat; and there she lies, 
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dead with the dead she loved so well, her arms thrown 
round them both. 

Thereon the host sprang to their feet and fell to 
wrangling, we maintaining that victory rested with 
my master, they with theirs; and amid our leaders 
the contention raged, some holding that Polyniccs 
gave the first wound with his spear, others that, as 
both were dead, victory rested with neither. Mean- 
time Antigone crept away from the host; and those 
others rushed to their weapons, but by some lucky 
forethought the folk of Cadmus had sat down under 
arms; and by a sudden attack we surprised the Ar- 
give host before it was fully equipped. Not one with- 
stood our onset, and they filled the plain with fugi- 
tives, while blood was streaming from the countless 
dead our spears had slain. Soon as victory crowned 
our warfare, some began to rear an image to Zeus 
for the foe’s defeat, others were stripping the Argive 
dead of their shields and sending their spoils inside 
the battlements; and others with Antigone are bring- 
ing her dead brothers hither for their friends to 
mourn. So the result of this struggle to our city 
hovers between the two extremes of good and evil 
fortune. 

Exit MESSENGER. 

Ch, No longer do the misfortunes of this house 
extend to hearsay only; three corpses of the slain he 
here at the palace for all to see, who by one com- 
mon death have passed to their life of gloom. 

Enter antigone. 

An, No veil I draw o’er my tender check shaded 
with its clustering curls; no shame I feel from maiden 
modesty at the hot blocxl mantling ’ncath my eyes, 
the blush upon my face, as I hurry wildly on m 
death’s train, casting from my hair its tire and let- 
ting my delicate robe of saffron hue fly loose, a tear- 
ful escort to the dead. Ah me! 

Woe to thee, Polynices! rightly named, I trow; 
woe to thee, Thebes! no mere strife to end in strife 
was thine; but murder completed by murder hath 
brought the house of Gidipus to ruin with blood- 
shed dire and grim. O my home, my home! what 
minstrel can I summon from the dead to chant a 
fitting dirge o’er my tearful fate, as I bear these 
three corpses of my kin, my mother and her sons, a 
welcome sight to the avenging fiend that destroyed 
the house of Qidipus, root and branch, in the hour 
that his shrewdness solved the Sphinx’s riddling 
rhyme and slew that savage songstress. Woe is me! 
my father! what other Hellene or barbarian, what 
noble soul among the bygone tribes of man’s poor 
mortal race ever endured the anguish of such visible 
afflictions? 

Ah! poor maid, how piteous is thy plaint! What 
bird from its covert ’mid the leafy oak or soaring 
pine-tree’s branch will come to mourn with me, the 
maid left motherless, with cries of woe, lamenting, 
ere it comes, the piteous lonely life, that henceforth 
must be always mine with tears that ever stream? 
On which of these corpses shall I throw my offerings 
first, plucking the hair from my head ? on the breast 
of the mother t^t suckled me, or beside the ghastly 
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death-w'ounds of my brothers’ corpses? Woe to thee, 
Gdipus, my aged sire with sightless orbs, leave thy 
roof, disclose the misery of thy life, thou that drag- 
gest out a weary existence within the hoifsc, having 
cast a mist of darkness o’er thine eyes. Dost hear, 
thou whose aged step now gropes its way across 
the court, now seeks repose on wretched pallet 
couch ? 

Enter cedipus. 

CEdipus. Why, daughter, hast thou dragged me to 
the light, supporting my blind footsteps from the 
gloom of my chamber, where I lie upon my bed and 
make piteous moan, a hoary sufferer, invisible as a 
phantom of the air, or as a spirit from the pit, or as a 
dream that flies? 

An. Father, there are tidings of sorrow for thee to 
bear; no more thy sons behold the light, or thy wife 
who ever would toil to tend thy blind footsteps as 
with a staff. Alas for thee, my sire! 

Gl. Ah me, the sorrows I endure! I may well say 
that. Tell me, child, what fate o’ertook those three, 
and how they left the light. 

An. Not to reproach or mock thee say I this, but in 
all sadness; ’tis thy own avenging curse, with all its 
load of slaughter, fire, and ruthless war, that is fallen 
on thy sons. Alas for thee, my sire! 

(E. Ah me! 

An. Why that groan? 

CE. *Tis for my sons. 

An. Couldst thou have looked towards yon sun- 
god’s four-horsed car and turned the light of thine 
eyes on these corpses, it would have been agony to 
thee. 

(E. ’Tis clear enough how their evil fate o’ertook 
my sons; but she, my poor wife — oh! tell me, daugh- 
ter, how she came to die. 

An. All saw her weep and heard her moan, as she 
rushed forth to carry to her sons her last appeal, a 
mother’s breast. But the mother found her sons at 
the Electran gate, in a meadow where the lotus 
blooms, fighting our their duel like lions in their 
lair, eager to wound each other with spears, their 
blood already congealed, a murderous libation to 
the Death-g(xl poured out by Ares. Then, snatching 
from a corpse a sword of hammered bronze, she 
plunged it in her flesh, and in sorrow for her sons 
fell with her arms around them. So to-day, father, 
the god, whosoe’er this issue is, has gathered to a head 
the sum of suffering for our house. 

Ch. To-day is the beginning of many troubles to 
the house of Qidipus; may he live to be more for- 
tunate! 

Cr. Cease now your lamentations; ’tis time we be- 
thought us of their burial. Hear what I have to say, 
CEdipus. Eteoclcs, thy son, left me to rule this land, 
by assigning it as a marriage portion to Haemon 
with the hand of thy daughter Antigone. Where- 
fore I will no longer permit thee to dwell therein, 
for Tciresias plainly declared that the city would 
never prosper so long as thou wert in the land. So 
begone! And this I say not to flout thee, nor because 
I bear thee any grudge, but from fear that some 
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calamity will come upon the realm by reason of Nay, the vengeance ye are exacting is no law- 

those fiends that dog thy steps. ful one. 

CE. O destiny! to what a life of pain and sorrow Cr. It is; for he was his country’s foe, though not 
didst thou bear me beyond all men that ever were, a foeman born. 

e’en from the very first; yea for when I was yet un- An. Well, to fate he rendered up his destinies, 
born, or ever I had left my mother’s womb and seen Cr. Let him now j»y forfeit in his burial too. 
the light, Apollo foretold to Laius that I should be- An. What crime did he commit in coming to claim 
come my father’s murderer; woe is me! So, as soon his heritage? 

as I was born, my father tried to end again the hap- Cr. Be very sure of this, yon man shall have no 
less life he had given, deeming me his f^, for it was burial. 

fated he should die at my hand; so he sent me still An. I will bury him, although the state forbids, 

unweaned to make a pitiful meal for beasts, but I Cr. Do so, and thou wilt be making thy own grave 

escaped from that. Ah! would that Cithaeron had by his. 

sunk into hell’s yawning abyss, in that it slew me An. A noble end, for two so near and dear to be 
not! Instead thereof Fate made me a slave in the laid side by side! 

service of Poly bus; and I, poor wretch, after slaying Cr. ( To his servants) Ho! seize and bear her within 
my own father came to wed my mother to her sor- the palace. , . 

row, and begat sons that were my brothers, whom An. Neverl for I will not loose my hold i(pon this 
also I have destroyed, by bequeathing unto them corpse. I 

the legacy of curses I received from Laius. For na- Cr. Heaven’s decrees, girl, fit not thy fancies, 

ture did not make me so void of understanding, An. Decrees! here is another, “No insult^ to the 

that I should have devised these horrors against my dead.’’ ' 

own eyes and my children’s life without the inter- Cr. Be sure that none shall sprinkle ov^r this 
vention of some god. Let that pass. What am I, corpse the moistened dust. 

poor wretch, to do? Who now will be my guide and An. O Creon, by my mother’s corpse, by Jocasta, 
tend the blind man’s step? Shall she, that is dead? I implore thee! 

Were she alive, I know right well she would. My Cr. ’Tis but lost labour; thou wilt not gain thy 
pair of gallant sons, then ? But they are gone from prayer. 

me. Am I still so young myself that I can find a live- An. Let me but bathe the dead body — 

lihood ? Whence could I ? O Creon, why seek thus to Cr. Nay, that would be part of what the city is 

slay me utterly ? For so thou wilt, if thou banish me forbidden. 

from the land. Yet will I never twine my arms about An. At least let me bandage the gaping wounds, 

thy knees and betray cowardice, for I will not belie Cr, No; thou shalt never pay honour to this corpse, 

my former gallant soul, no! not for all my evil case. An. O my darling! one kiss at least will I print 

Cr. Thy words arc brave in refusing to touch my upon thy lips, 

knees, and I am equally resolved not to let thee Cr. Do not let this mourning bring disaster on 
abide in the land. For these dead, bear one forth- thy marriage. 

with to the palace; but the other, who came with An. Marriage! dost think I will live to wed thy 
stranger folk to sack his native town, the dead Poly- son ? 

nices, cast forth unburied beyond our frontiers. To Cr. Most certainly thou must; how wilt thou es- 
all the race of Cadmus shall this be proclaimed, that cape the match ? 

whosoe’er is caught decking his corpse with wreaths An. Then if I must, our wedding-night will find 
or giving it burial, shall be requited with death; un- another Danaid bride in me. 

wept, unburied let him lie, a prey to birds. As for Cr. {Turning to cedipus) Dost witness how boldly 

thee, Antigone, leave thy mourning for these lifeless she reproached me ? 

three and betake thyself indoors to abide there in Witness this steel, the sword by which I swear! 

maiden state until to-morrow, when Haemon waits Cr. Why art so bent on being released from this 
to wed thee. marriage ? 

An. O father, in what cruel misery arc we plunged I An. 1 mean to share my hapless father’s exile. 

For thee I mourn more than for the dead; for in thy Cr. A noble spirit thine but somewhat touched 

woes there is no opposite to trouble, but universal with folly. 

sorrow is thy lot. As for thee, thou new-made king. An. Likewise will I share his death, I tell thee 

why, I ask, dost thou mock mv father thus with further. 

banishment ? why start making laws over a helpless Cr. Go, leave the land; thou shalt not murder son 

corpse ? of mine. Exit creon. 

Cr. This was what Eteocles, not I, resolved. CE. Daughter, for this loyal spirit I thank thee. 

An. A foolish thought, and foolish art thou for An. Were I to wed, then thou, my father, wouldst 

entertaining it ! be alone in thy exile. 

Cr. What ! ought I not to carry out his behests? (E. Abide here and be happy; I will bear my own 

An. No; not if they are wrong and ill-advised. load of sorrow. 

Or. Why, is it not just for ti^t other to be given An. And who shall tend thee in thy blindness, 
to the dogs? fethcr? 
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(E, Where fate appoints, there will I lay me down 
upon the ground. 

An. Where is now the famous CEdipus, where that 
famous riddle ? 

CE. Lost for ever I one day made, and one day 
marred my fortune. 

An. May not I too share thy sorrows ? 

CE. To wander with her blinded sire were shame 
unto his child. 

An. Not so, father, but glory rather, if she be a 
maid discreet. 

CE. Lead me nigh that I may touch thy mother’s 
corpse. 

An. So! embrace the aged form so dear to thee. 

CE. Woe is thee, thy motherhood, thy marriage 
most unblest 1 

An. A piteous corpse, a prey to every ill at once! 

CE. Where lies the corpse of Eteocles, and of Pol- 
ynices, where? 

An. Both lie stretched before thee, side by side. 

CE. Lay the blind man’s hand upon his poor sons’ 
brows. 

An. There then! touch the dead, thy children. 

CE. Woe for you! dear fallen sons, sad offspring of 
a sire as sad! 

An. O my brother Polynices, name most dear to 
me! 

CE. Now is the oracle of Loxias being fulfilled, my 
child. 

An. What oracle was that? canst thou have 
further woes to tell ? 

CE. That I should die in glorious Athens after a 
life of wandering. 

An. Where ? what fenced town in Attica will take 
thee in ? 

CE. Hallowed Colon us, home of the god of steeds. 
Come then, attend on thy blind father, since thou 
art minded to share his exile. 

An. To wretched exile go thy way; stretch forth 
thy hand, my aged sire, taking me to guide thee, 
like a breeze that speedeth barques. 

CE. See, daughter, I am advancing; be thou my 
guide, poor child. 

An. Ah, poor indeed! the saddest maid of all in 
Thebes. 

(E. Where am I planting my aged step? Bring my 


staff, child. 

An. This wav, this way, father mine! plant thy 
footsteps here, fike a dream for all the strength tbou 
hast. 

CE. Woe unto thee that art driving my aged limbs 
in grievous exile from their land! Ah me! the sor- 
rows endure! 

An. “Endure”! why speak of enduring? Justice 
regardeth not the sinner and requiteth not men’s 
follies. 

CE. I am he, whose name passed into high songs of 
victory because I guessed the maiden’s baffling 
riddle. 

An. Thou art bringing up again the reproach of 
the Sphinx. Talk no more of past success. This mis- 
ery was in store for thee all the while, to become an 
exile from thy country and die thou knowest not 
where; while I, bequeathing to my girlish friends 
tears of sad regret, must go forth from my native 
land, roaming as no maiden ought. 

Ah! this dutiful resolve will crown me with glory 
in respect of my father’s sufferings. Woe is me for 
the insults heaped on thee and on my brother whose 
dead body is cast forth from the palace unburied; 
poor boy! I will yet bury him secretly, though I 
have to die for it, father. 

(7?. To thy companions show thyself. 

An. My own laments suffice. 

CE. Go pray then at the altars. 

An. They arc weary of my piteous tale. 

CE. At least go seek the Bromian god in his hal- 
lowed haunt amongst the Maenads’ lulls. 

An. Offering homage that is no homage in Heav- 
en’s eyes to him in whose honour I once fringed my 
dress with the Theban fawn-skin and led the dance 
upon the hills for the holy choir of Scmelc? 

CE. My noble fellow-countrymen, behold me; I 
am CEdipus, who solved the famous riddle, and once 
was first of men, I who alone cut short the murder- 
ous Sphinx’s tyranny am now myself expelled the 
land in shame and misery. Go to; why make this 
moan and bootless lamentation? Weak mortal as I 
am, I must endure the fate that GrxJ decrees. 

Exeunt ainipus and antigone. 

Ch. Hail! majestic Victory! keep thou my life nor 
ever cease to crown my song! Exeunt omnes. 
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Electra 

Helen 

Chorus of Argive 
Maidens 
Orestes 
Menelaus 


Pylades 

Messenger 

Hermione 

A Phrygian Eunuch, 
in / 1 den's retinue 
Apollo 


Tyndareus 


Before the royal palace at Argos, orestls lies 
sleeping on a couch in the hacl{ground. i lec- 
tra is watching him. 

Electra. I'hcrc is naught so terrible to describe, be 
it physical pain or heaven-sent affliction, that man’s 
nature may not have to bear the burden of it. Tan- 
talus, for instance, once so prosperous — and I am 
not now taunting him with his misfortunes — that 
Tantalus, the reputed son of Zeus, hangs suspended 
in mid air, quailing at the crag which looms above 
his head; paying this penalty, they say, for the 
shameful weakness he displayed in failing to keep a 
bridle on his lips, when admitted by gods, though 
he was but a mortal, to share the honours of their 
feasts like one of them. 

He it was that begat Pelops, the father of Atreus, 
for whom the goddess, when she had carded her 
wool, spun a web of strife, even to the making of 
war with his own brother Thyestes. But why need I 
repeat that hideous talc? 

Well, Atreus slew I’hyestcs’ children and feasted 
him on them; but— passing over intermediate events 
— from Atreus and yErope of Crete sprang Agamem- 
non, that famous chief— if his was really fame— and 
Menelaus. Now it was this Menelaus who married 
Helen, Heaven’s abhorrence; while his brother. King 
Agamemnon, took Clytaemnestra to wife, name of 
note in Hellas, and we three daughters were his is- 
sue, Chrysothemis, Iphigenia, and myself Electra; 
also a son Orestes; all of that one accursed mother, 
who slew her lord, after snaring him in a robe that 
had no outlet. Her reason a maiden’s lips may not 
declare, and so I leave that unexplained for the 
world to guess at. What need for me to charge Phoe- 
bus with wrong-doing, though he instigated Orestes 
to slay his own mother, a deed that few approved; 
still it was his obedience to the god that made him 
slay her; I, too, feebly as a woman would, shared in 
the deed of blood, as did Pylades who helped us to 
bring it about. 

After this my poor Orestes fell sick of a cruel 
wasting disease; upon his couch he lies prostrated, 
and it is his mother’s blood that goads him into 
frenzied fits; this I say, from dread of naming those 


goddesses, w'hhsc terrors arc chasing him before them 
— even the Eumenides. ’I'is now the sixth c(ay since 
the bcxly of his murdered mother was committed to 
the cleansing fire; since then no fcxxl has passed his 
lips, nor hath he washed his skin; but wrapped in his 
cloak he weeps in his lucid moments, whenever the 
fever leaves him; othcrwhilcs he bounds headlong 
from his couch, as a colt when it is loosed from the 
yoke. Moreover this city of Argos has decreed, that 
no man give us shelter at his fireside or speak to 
matricides like us; yea, and this is the fateful day, 
on which Argos will decide our sentence, whether 
we are both to die by stoning, or to whet the steel 
and plunge it in our necks. There is, *tis true, one 
hope of escape still left us; Menelaus has landed 
from Troy; his fleet now crowds the haven of Nau- 
plia where he is come to anchor, returned at last 
from Troy after ceaseless wanderings; but Helen, 
that “lady of sorrows,’’ as she styles herself, hath he 
sent on to our palace, carefully waiting for the night, 
lest any of those parents whose sons were slain be- 
neath the walls of Troy, might see her if she went 
by day, and set to stoning her. Within she sits, 
weeping for her sister and the calamities of her fam- 
ily, and yet she hath still some solace in her woe; for 
Hermione, the child she left at home in the hour she 
sailed for Troy— the maid whom Menelaus brought 
from Sparta and entrusted to my mother’s keeping 
—is still a cause of joy to her and a reason to forget 
her sorrows. 

I, meantime, am watching each approach, against 
the moment I see Menelaus arriving; for unless we 
find some safety there, we have but a feeble anchor 
to ride on otherwise. 

A helpless thing, an unlucky house! 

Enter Helen. 

Helen. Daughter of Clytaemnestra and Agamem- 
non, hapless Electra, too long now left a maid un- 
wed! how is it with thee and thy brother, this ill- 
starred Orestes who slew his mother! Speak; for 
referring the sin as I do to Phoebus, I incur no pollu- 
tion by letting thee accost me; and yet I am truly 
sorry for the fate of my sister Clytaemnestra, on 
whom I ne’er set eyes after I was driven by heaven- 
sent frenzy to sail on my disastrous voyage to Ilium; 
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but now that 1 am parted from her I bewail our 
misfortunes. 

El. Prithee, Helen, why should I speak of that 
which thine own eyes can see the son of Agamem- 
non in his misery ? 

Beside his wretched corpse I sit, a sleepless sen- 
tinel; for corpse he is, so faint his breath; not that 
I reproach him with his sufferings; but thou art 
highly blest and thy husband too, and ye arc come 
upon us in the hour of adversity. 

HeL How long hath he been laid thus upon his 
couch ? 

El. Ever since he spilt his mother’s blood. 

Hel. Unhappy wretch! unhappy mother! what a 
death she died! 

El. Unhappy enough to succumb to his misery. 

Hel. Prithee, maiden, wilt hear me a moment? 

El. Aye, with such small leisure as this watching 
o’er a brother leaves. 

Hel. Wilt go for me to my sister’s tomb? 

El. Wouldst have me seek my mother’s tomb? 
And why? 

Hel. To carry an offering of hair and a libation 
from me. 

El. Art forbidden then to go to the tombs of 
those thou lovest ? 

Hel. Nay, but I am ashamed to show myself in 
Argos. 

El. A late repentance surely for one who left her 
home so jihamefully then. 

Hel. Thou hast told the truth, but thy telling is 
not kind to me. 

El. What is this supposed modesty before the eyes 
of Mycenae that possesses thee? 

Hel. I am afraid of the fathers of those who lie 
dead beneath the walls of Ilium. 

El. Good cause for fear; thy name is on every 
tongue in Argos. 

Hel. Then free me of my fear and grant me this 
boon. 

El. I could not bear to face my mother’s grave. 

Hel. And yet ’twere shame indeed to send these 
offerings by a servant’s hand. 

El. I’hen why not send thy daughter Hermione? 

Hel. ’Tis not seemly for a tender maid to make 
her way amongst a crowd. 

El. And yet she w'ould thus be repaying her dead 
foster-mother’s care. 

Hel. True; thou hast convinced me, maiden. Yes, 
1 will send my daughter; for thou art right. {Call- 
ing) Hermione, my child, come forth before the 
palace; {enter hermione) take these libations and 
these tresses of mine in thy hands, and go pour 
round Clytaemnestra’s tomb a mingled cup of honey, 
milk, and frothing wine; then stand upon the 
heaped-up grave, and proclaim therefrom, “Helen, 
thy sister, sends thee these libations as her gift, fear- 
ing herself to approach thy tomb from terror of the 
Argive mob”; and bid her harbour kindly thoughts 
towards me and thee and my husband; towards 
these two wretched sufferers, too, whom Heaven 
hath afflicted. Likewise promise that I will pay in 
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full whatever funeral gifts are due from me to a 
sister. Now go, my child, and tarry not; and soon as 
thou hast made the offering at the tomb, bethink 
thee of ihy return. 

Exit HELEN and hermione. 

El. O human nature, what a grievous curse thou 
art in this world! and what salvation, too, to those 
who have a goodly heritage therein! 

Did ye mark how she cut off her hair only at the 
ends, careful to preserve its beauty? ’Tis the same 
woman as of old. May Heaven’s hate pursue thee! 
for thou hast proved the ruin of me and my poor 
brother and all Hellas. 

Alack! here are my friends once more, coming to 
unite their j)laiiuive dirge with mine; they will soon 
put an end to my brother’s peaceful sleep and cause 
my tears to flow when 1 see his frenzied fit. 

Ew/rr rnoRus of argive maidens. 

Good friends, step softly; not a sound! not a whis- 
per! for though this kindness is well-meant, rouse 
him and I shall rue it. 

Chorus. Hush! hush! let your footsteps fall light- 
ly! not a sound! not a whisper! 

El. Further, further from his couch! 1 beseech ye. 

Ch. There! there! I obey. 

El. Hush! hush! good friend, I pray. Soft as the 
breath of slender reedy pipe be thy every accent! 

Ch, Hark, how soft and low I drop my voice! 

El. Yes, lower thy \’oicc e’en thus; ap])roach now, 
softly, softly! Tell me what reason ye had for com- 
ing at all. ’Tis so long since he laid him down to 
sleep. 

Ch. How is it with him? Impart thy news, dear 
ladv. Is it weal or woe 1 am to tell ? 

El. He is still alive, but his moans grow feeble. 

Ch. What sayest thou? {Turning to orestes) Poor 
wretch! 

EL Awake him from the deep sweet slumber he is 
now enjoying and thou wilt cause his death. 

Ch. Ah, poor sufferer! victim of Heaven’s venge- 
ful hate! 

El. Ah, misery! It seems it was a wicked utterance 
by a wicked gixl delivered, the day that Loxias from 
his seat upon the tripod of Themis decreed my 
mother’s most unnatural murder. 

Ch. He stirs beneath his robe! Dost see? 

El. Alas! 1 do; thy noisy chatter has roused him 
from his sleep. 

Ch. Nay, methinks he slumbers still. 

El. Begone! quit the house! retrace thy footsteps! 
a truce to this din! 

Ch. He sleeps. Thou art right. 

El. O Night, majestic queen, giver of sleep to 
toiling men, rise from the abyss of Erebus and wing 
thy way to the palace of Agamemnon! For beneath 
our load of misery and woe we sink, aye, sink op- 
pressed. 

There! {to the chorus) that noise again! Do be 
still and keep that high-pitched voice of thine away 
from his couch; sufler him to enjoy his sleep in 
peace! 

Ch. Tell me, what end awaits his troubles? 
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EL Death, death; what else? for he does not even 
miss his food. 

Ch, Why, then his doom is full in view. 

EL Phoebus marked us out as his victims by im- 
posing a foul unnatural task, even the shedding of 
the blood of our mother, who slew our sire. 

Ch. *Twas just, but ’twas not well. 

EL Dead, dead, O mother mine! and thou hast 
slain a father and these children of thy womb; for 
we are dead or as the dead. Yes, thou art in thy 
grave, and more than half my life is spent in weep- 
ing and wailing and midnight lamentations; oh, look 
on me! a maid unwed, unblest with babes, I drag 
out a joyless existence as if for ever. 

Ch. My daughter Electra, from thy near station 
there see whether thy brother hath not passed away 
without thy knowing it; for I like not his utter 
prostration. 

Orestes. {A waling r^eshed) Sweet charm of sleep! 
saviour in sickness! how dear to me thy coming was! 
how needed! All hail, majestic power, oblivion of 
woe! How wise this goddess is, how earnestly in- 
voked by every suffering soul! {Addressing electra) 
Whence came I hither? How is it I am here? for I 
have lost all previous recollection and remember 
nothing. 

EL Dearest brother, how glad I was to see thee 
fall asleep! Wouldst have me take thee in my arms 
and lift thy body? 

Or. Take, oh! take me in thy arms, and from this 
sufferer’s mouth and eyes wipe off the flakes of foam. 

EL Ah! *tis a service I love; nor do I scorn with 
sister’s hand to tend a brother’s limbs. 

Or. Prop me up, thy side to mine; brush the 
matted hair from off my face, for I see but dimly. 

EL Ah, poor head! how saualid are thy locks be- 
come! How wild they look from remaining so long 
unwashed ! 

Or, Lay me once more upon the couch; when my 
fit leaves me, I am all unnerved, unstrung. 

EL {As she lays him down) Welcome to the sick 
man is his couch, for painful though it be to take 
thereto, yet is it necessary. 

Or. Set me upright once again, turn me round; 
it is their helplessness makes the sick so hard to 
please. 

EL Wilt put thy feet upon the ground and take a 
step at last ? Change is always pleasant. 

Or. That will I; tor that has a semblance of health; 
and that seeming, though it be far from the reality, 
is preferable to this. 

EL Hear me then, O brother mine, while yet the 
avenging fiends permit thee to use thy senses. 

Or. Hast news to tell? so it be good, thou dost me 
a kindness; but if it tend to my hurt, lo! I have sor- 
row enough. 

EL Menclaus, thy father’s brother, is arrived; in 
Nauplia his fleet lies at anchor. 

Or. Ha! is he come to cast a ray of light upon our 
gloom, a man of our own kin who owes our sire a 
debt of gratitude? 

£/. Yes, he is come, and is bringing Helen with 
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him from the walls of Troy; accept this as a sure 
proof of what I say. 

Or. Had he returned alone in safety, he were 
more to be envied; for if he is bringing his wife with 
him, he is bringing a load of mischief. 

EL Tyndareus begat a race of daughters notorious 
for the shame they earned, infamous throughout 
Hellas. 

Or. Be thou then different from that evil brood, 
for well thou mayest, and that not only in profes- 
sion, but also in heart. 

EL Ah! brother, thine eye is growing wild, and in 
a moment art thou passing from thy recent saneness 
back to frenzy. 

Or. {Starting up wildly) Mother, I implore theel 
let not loose on me those maidens with their blood- 
shot eyes and snaky hair. Ha! see, see where they 
approach to leap upon me! 

EL Lie still, poor sufferer, on thy couen; thine 
eye sees none of the things which thy fancy paints 
so clear. \ 

Or. O Phoebus! they will kill me, yon hounds of 
hell, death’s priestesses with glaring eyes, terrific 
goddesses. 

EL I will not let thee go; but with arms twined 
round thee will prevent thy piteous tossing to and 
fro. 

Or. Loose me! thou art one of those fiends that 
plague me, and art gripping me by the waist to hurl 
my body into Tartarus. 

EL Woe is me! what succour can I find, seeing 
that we have Heaven’s forces set against us? 

Or. Give me my horn-tipped bow, Apollo’s gift, 
wherewith that god declared that I should deiend 
myself against these goddesses, if ever they sought 
to scare me with wild transports of madness. 

A mortal hand will wound one of these goddesses, 
unless she vanish from my sight. Do ye not heed 
me, or mark the feathered shaft of my far-shooting 
bow ready to wing its flight? What! do ye linger 
still ? Spread your pinions, skim the sky, and blame 
those oracles of Phoebus. 

Ah! why am I raving, panting, gasping? Whither, 
oh! whither have I leapt from off my couch? Once 
more the storm is past; I see a calm. 

Sister, why weepest thou, thy head wrapped in 
thy robe ? I am ashamed that I should make thee a 
partner in my sufferings and distress a maid like 
thee through sickness of mine. Cease to fret for my 
troubles; for though -thou didst consent to it, yet 
’twas I that spilt our mother’s blood. *Tis Loxias I 
blame, for urging me on to do a deed most damned, 
encouraging me with words but no real help; for I 
am sure that, had 1 asked my father to his face 
whether I was to slay my mother, he would have 
implored me oft and earnestly by this beard never 
to plunge a murderer’s sword into my mother’s 
breast, since he would not thereby regain his life, 
whilst I, poor wretch, should be doomed to drain 
this cup of sorrow. 

E’en as it is, dear sister, unveil thy face and cease 
to weep, despite our abject misery; and whensoe’er 
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thou sccst me give way to despair, be it thine to held a house more closely encircled by the net of 

calm and soothe the terrors and distorted fancies of dire affliction. 

my brain; likewise when sorrow comes to thee, I Concerning Agamemnon’s fate and the awful 
must be at thy side and give thee words of comfort; death he died at his wife’s hands I learnt as I was 

for to help our friends like this is a gracious task. trying to put in at Malea, when the sailors’ seer 

Seek thy chamber now, poor sister; lie down and from out the waves, unerring Glaucus, Ncrcus’ 

close awhile thy sleepless eyes; take food and bathe spokesman, brought the news to me; for he sta- 

thy body; for if thou leave me or fall sick from tioned himself in full view bv our ship and thusad*- 

nursing me, my doom is sealed; for thou art the dressed me, “Yonder, Mcnclaiis, lies thy brother 

only champion I now have, by all the rest deserted, slain, plunged in a fatal bath, the last his wife will 

as thou seest, ever give him”; filling high the cup of tears for me 

EL I leave thee! never! With thee I ana resolved and my brave crew. Arrived at Naiiplia, my wife 
to live and die; for ’tis the same; if thou dicst, what already on the point of starting hither, I was dream- 

can I, a wornan, do? How shall I escape alone, reft ing of folding Orestes, Agamemnon’s son, and his 

of brother, sire, and friends? mother in a fond embrace, as if ’twcrc well with 

Still if it be thy pleasure, I must do thy bidding. them, when 1 heard a mariner relate the murder of 

But lay thee down upon thy couch, and pay not too the daughter of Tyndarcus. 1 ell me then, good girls, 

great heed to the terrors and alarms that scare thee where to find the son of Agamemnon, the daring 

from thy rest; lie still upon thy pallet bed; for e’en author of that fearful crime; lor he was but a babe 

though one be not sick but only fancy it, this is a in Cly taemnestra’s arms that day 1 left my home to 

source of weariness and perplexity to mortals. go to Troy, so that I should not recognize him, e’en 

Exit ELECTRA. wetc I to see him. 

Or. (Staggering towards him from the conch) Behold 
Ch, Ah! yc goddesses terrific, swiftly careering on the object of thy inquiry, Menelaus; this is Orestes, 

outspread pinions, whose lot it is ’mid tears and To thee will I of mine own accord relate my sufl'er- 

groans to hold revel not with Bacchic rites; ye aveng- ings. But as the prelude to my speech I clasp thy 

ing spirits swarthy-hued, that dart along the spa- knees in suppliant wise, seeking tlius to tie* to thee 

cious firmament, exacting a penalty for blood, a the prayer of lips that lack the suppliant’s bough; 

penalty for murder, to you I make my suppliant save me, for thou art arrived at the very crisis of 
prayer: suffer the son of Agamemnon to forget his my trouble. 

wild whirling frenzy! Men» Ye gods! what do I see? what death’s-head 

Ah, woe for the troublous task! which thou, poor greets my sight ? 
wretch, didst strive to compass to thy ruin, listen- Or. I'hou art right; I am dead through misery, 
ing to the voice prophetic, proclaimed aloud by though I still gaze upon the sun. 

Phoebus from the tripod throughout his sanctuary, Men. How wild the look thy unkempt hair 
where is a secret spot they call “the navel of the gives thee, poor wretch! 

earth.” Or. ’Tis not my looks, but my deeds that torture 

Zeus! What pity will be shown? wliat deadly me. 
struggle is here at hand, hurrying thee on o’er thy Men. How terribly thy tearless eyeballs glare! 
path of woe, victim on whom some fiend is heaping Or. My body is vanished and gone, though my 
tribulation, by bringing on thy house thy mother’s name hath not yet deserted me. 

bloodshed which drives thee raving mad? I weep Mrw. Unsightly apparition, so different from what 
for thee, for thee I weep. I expected ! 

Great prosperity abideth not amongst mankind; Or. In me behold a man that hath slain his hap- 
but some power divine, shaking it to and fro like less mother. 

the sail of a swift galley, plunges it deep in the waves Men. I have heard all; be chary of thy talc of 
of grievous affliction, boisterous and deadly as the woe. 

waves of the sea. For what new family am I hence- Or. I will; but the deity is lavish of woe in my 
forth to honour by preference other than that which case. 

sprung from a marriage divine, even from Tantalus? Men. What ails thee? what is thy deadly sick- 
Behold a king draws near, prince Menelaus! From ness? 
his magnificence ’tis plain to see that he is a scion of Or. My conscience; I know that I am guilty of an 
the race of Tantalus. awful crime. 

All hail! thou that didst sail with a thousand ships Men. Explain thyself; wisdom is shown in clcar- 
to Asia’s strand, and by Heaven’s help accomplish ness, not in obscurity, 
all thy heart’s desire, making good-fortune a friend Or. * I is grief that is my chief complaint, 
to thyself. hden. True; she is a goddess dire; yet arc there 

Enter menelaus. cures for her. 

iThc allusion is to the sacred wreaths worn by suppli- 
Menelaus. All hail, my home! Some joy I feel on ants, one end of which they retained, while the other 

seeing thee again on my return from Troy, some was fastened to the altar, thus identifying them with its 

sorrow too the sight recalls; for never yet have I be- sanctity. 
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Or. Mad transports too, and the vengeance due 
to a mother’s blood. 

Men. When did thy fit begin? which day was 
it? 

Or. On the day I was heaping the mound o’er my 
poor mother’s grave. 

Men. When thou wast in the house, or watching 
by the pyre ? 

Or. As 1 was waiting by night to gather up her 
bones. 

Men. Was any one else there to help thee rise? 

Or. Yes, Pyladcs who shared with me the blcKxly 
deed, my mother’s murder. 

Men. What phantom forms afflict thee thus? 

Or. Three maidens black as night I seem to see. 

Men. 1 know of whom thou speakest, but I will 
lot name them. 

Or. Do not; they are too dread; thou weit wise to 
void naming them. 

Men. Arc these the fiends that persecute thee 
with the curse of kindred blo(xl? 

Or. Oh! the torment I endure from their hot 
pursuit I 

Men. That they who have done an awful deed 
should be so done by is not strange. 

Or. Ah, well! I must have recourse in these 
troubles — 

Men. Speak not of dying; that were folly. 

Or. lb Phoebus, by whose command 1 shed my 
mother’s blood. 

Men. Showing a strange ignorance of what is fair 
and right. 

Or. We must obey the gods, whatever those gods 
are. 

Men. Spite of all this doth not Loxias help thy 
affliction ? 

Or. He will in time; to W'ait like this is the way 
with gcxls. 

Men. How long is it since thy mother breathed 
her last ? 

Or. This is now the sixth day; her funeral pyre is 
still warm. 

Men. How soon the goddesses arrived to require 
thy mother’s blood of thee! 

Or. To cleverness I lay no claim, but I w'as a true 
friend to friends. 

Men. Does thy father afford thee any help at all? 

Or. Not as yet ; and delaying to do so is, methinks, 
equivalent to not doing it. 

Men. How dost thou stand towards tlie city after 
that deed of thine? 

Or. So hated am I that I cannot speak to any man. 

Men. Have not thy hands been even cleansed of 
their blood 'guiltiness, as the law requires? 

Or. No; for where’er I go, the door is shut against 
me. 

Men. Which of the citizens drive thee from the 
land? 

Or. (Eax, who refers to my father his reason for 
hating Troy. 

Men. I understand; he is visiting on thee the 
blood of Palamedes. 
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Or. I at least had naught to do with that; yet am 
I utterly o’erthrown. 

Men. Who else ? some of the friends of Aigisthus 
perhaps ? 

Or. Yes, they insult me, and the city listens to 
them now. 

Men. Will it not suffer thee to keep the sceptre of 
Agamemnon ? 

Or. How should it ? seeing that they will not suf- 
fer me to remain alive. 

Men. What is their method? canst thou tell me 
plainly ? 

Or. To-day is sentence to be passed upon me. 

Men. Exile, or death, or something else? 

Or. Death by stoning at the hands of the citizens. 

Men. Then w'hy not cross the frontier and fly ? 

Or. Why not? because I am hemmed in by a ring 
of armed men. I 

Men. Private foes or Argive troops ? \ 

Or. By all the citizens, to the end that I biay die; 
’tis shortly told. 

Men. Poor wretch! thou hast arrived at the ex- 
tremity of woe. 

Or. In thee I still have hopes of escape from my 
troubles. Yea, since fortune smiles upon thy com- 
ing, impart to thy less favoured friends some of ihv 
prosperity, not reserving that luck exclusively for 
thyself; no! take thy turn too at suffering, and so 
pay back my father’s kindness to those wiio have a 
claim on thee. For such friends as desert us in the 
hour of adversity, are friends in name but not in 
reality. 

Ch. Lo! Tyndareus, the Spartan, is making his 
way hither with the step of age, clad in black rai- 
ment, with his hair shorn short in mourning for his 
daughter. 

Or. Menclaus, I am ruined. See! Tyndareus ap- 
proaches, the man of all others I most shrink from 
facing, because of the deed I have done; for he it 
was that nursed me when a babe, and lavished on 
me many a fond caress, carrying me about in his 
arms as the son of Agamemnon, and so did Leda; 
for they both regarded me as much as the 
Dioscuri. 

Ah me! my wretched heart and soul! ’twas a sorry 
return I made them. What darkness can I find to 
veil my head ? what cloud can I spread before me in 
my efforts to escape the old man’s eye ? 

Enter tyndareus. 

Tyndareus. W’here_, where may I find Menelaus, 
my daughter’s husband ? for as I was pouring liba 
tions on Clytaemnestra’s grave I heard that he was 
come to Naiiplia with his wife, safe home again 
after many a long year. Lead me to him; for I would 
fain stand at his right hand and give him greeting 
as a friend whom at last I see again. 

Men. Hail, reverend father! rival of Zeus for a 
bride! 

Ty. All hail to thee! Menclaus, kinsman mine! 

Ha! (Catching sight of orestes) What an evil it is 
to be ignorant of the future! There lies that matri- 
cide before the house, a viper darting venom from 
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his eyes, whom my soul abhors. What! Menelaus, mad ness and terror are thy a tenement for a mother's 
speaking to a g^lcss wretch like him? blood. What need have I of others to testify where 

Men, And why not? He is the son of one whom I I can see for myself? Take warning therefore, Men* 
loved well. elaus; seek not to oppose the gotls from any wish to 

Ty. Thts his son? this creature here? help this wretch, but leave him to be stoned to 

Men. Yes, his son; and therefore worthy of re- death by his fellow -citizens; else set not foot on 
spect, albeit in distress. Sparta’s soil. My daughter is dead, and she deserved 

Ty. Thou hast been so long amongst barbarians her fate; but it should not have been his hand that 
that thou art one of them. ^ slew her. In all except my daughters have I been a 

Men. Always to respect one’s kith and kin is a happy man; there my fortune stopped, 
custom in Hellas. Ch. His is an enviable lot, who is blest in hi 

Ty. Aye, another custom is to yield a willing def- children, and does not find himself brought into 
ercncc to the laws. evil notoriety. 

Men. The wise hold that everything which de- Or. I am afraid to speak before thee, aged prince, 
pends on necessity, is its slave. in a matter where I am sure to grieve thee to the 

Ty. Keep that wisdom for thyself; I will not ad- heart. Only let thy years, which frighten me from 
mit it. speaking, set no barrier in the path of mv words. 

Men. No, for thou art angry, and old age is not and I will go forward; but, as it is, I fear thy grey 
wise. hairs. My crime is, I slew my mother; yet on anoth- 

Ty. What could a dispute about wisdom have to er count this is no crime, being vengeance for my 

do with him? If right and wrong are clear to all, father. What ought 1 to have done? Set one thing 

who was ever more senseless than this man, seeing against another. My father begat me; thy daughter 

that he never weighed the justice of the case, nor gave me birth, being the field that received the seed 

yet appealed to the universal law of Hellas? For from another; for without a sire no child would ever 

instance, when Agamemnon breathed his last be- be born. So I reasoned thus: I ought to stand by the 

neath the blow my daughter dealt upon his hcad~a author of my being rather than the woman who 

deed most foul, which I will never defend — he should undertook to rear me. Now thy daughter — mother 

have brought a charge against his mother and in- 1 blush to call her — was engaged in secret intrigues 

flicted the penalty allowed by law for blo(xlshed, with a lover (reviling her I shall revile myself; yet 

banishing her from his house; thus would he have speak I will); /Egisthus was that stealthy paramour 

gained the credit of forbearance from the calamity, who lived with her; him I slew, and after him I sac- 

keeping strictly to the law and showing his piety as rificed my mother— a crime, no doubt, but done to 

well. As it is, he is come into the same misfortune as avenge my father. Now, as regards the matters for 

his mother; for though he had just cause for think- which I deserve to be stoned as thou threatenest, 

mg her a wicked woman, he has surpassed her him- hear the service I am conferring on all Hellas. If 

self by murdering her. I will ask thee, Menelaus, w^omen become so bold as to murder their husbands, 

just one question. Take this case: the wife of his taking refuge in their children, with the mother’s 

bosom has slain him; his son follows suit and kills breast to catch their pity, they would think nothing 

his mother in revenge; next the avenger’s son to of destroying their husbands on any pica whatso- 

expiate this murder commits another; where, pray, ever. But I, by a horrible crime— such is thy exag- 

will the chain of horrors end ? gerated phrase— have put an end to this custom. I 

Our forefathers settled these matters the right hated my mother and had good cause to slay her. 
way. They forbade any one with blood upon his She was false to her husband when he was gone from 

hands to appear in their sight or cross their path; his home to fight for all Hellas at the head of its 

“purify him by exile,” said they, “but no rctalia- armies, neither did she keep his honour undefiled; 

tion!” Otherwise there must always have been one and when her sin had found her out, she wreaked 

who, by taking the pollution last upon his hands, nopunishmentuponhcrself, but, to avoid the vcngc- 

would be liable to have his own blo^ shed. ance of her lord, visited her sins on my father and 

hoc my part I abhor wicked women, especially slew him. By Heaven! ill time as it is for me to 

my daughter who slew her husband ; Helen, too, thy mention Heaven, when defending the cause of mur- 
own wife, will I ne’er commend; no! I would not der; still, suppose I had by my silence consented to 

even speak to her, and little I envy thee a voyage my mother’s conduct, what would the murdered 

to Troy for so worthless a woman. But the law will man have done to me? Would he not now for very 

I defend with all my might, seeking to check this hate be tormenting me with avenging fiends? or arc 

brutal spirit of murder, which is always the ruin of there goddesses to help my mother, and are there 

countries and cities alike. Wretch! {Turning to or'e.S' none to aid him in his deeper wrong? Thou, yes! 

tes) Hadst thou no heart when thy mother was thou, old man, hast been my ruin by begetting a 

baring her breast in her appeal to thee? True; I did daughter so abandoned; for it was owing to her 

not witness that awful deed, yet do my poor old audacious deed that I lost my father and became my 

eyes run down with tears. One thing at least attests mother’s murderer. 

the truth of what I say: thou art abhorred by Heav- Attend, I say. Telcmachus did not kill the wife 
en, and this aimless wandering, these transports of of Odysseus; why ? because she wedded not a second 
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husband, but the marriage-bed remained untainted laus, but repay what thou didst thyself receive from 

in her halls. Once more; Apollo, who makes the my father. {As menelaus maizes a deprecating ges- 

navel of the earth his home, vouchsafing unerring ture) ’Tis not goods I mean; save my lire, and that is 

prophecies to man, the god whom we obey in all he goods, the dearest I possess, 

saith— ’twashe to whom I hearkened when I slew my Say I am doing wrong. Well, I have a right to a 
mother. Find him guilty of the crime, slay him; his little wrong-doing at thy hands to requite that 

was the sin, not mine. What ought I to have done? wrong; for my father Agamemnon also did wrong 

or is not the god competent to expiate the pollution in gathering the host of Hellas and going up against 

when I refer it to him? Whither should one fly Ilium, not that he had sinned himself, but he was 

henceforth, if he will not rescue me from death trying to find a cure for the sin and wrong-doing of 

after giving his commands? Say not then that the thy wife. So this is one thing thou art bound to pay 

deed was badly done, but unfortunately for me who me back. For he had really sold his life to thee, a 

did it. duty owed by friend to friend, toiling hard in the 

A blessed life those mortals lead who make wise press of battle that so thou mightest win thy wife 
marriages; but those who wed unhappily are alike again. This is what thou didst receive at Troy; make 
unfortunate in their public and private concerns. me the same return. For one brief day exert thy- 

Ch, *Tis ever woman’s way to thwart men’s for- self, not ten full years, on my behalf, standing up in 

tunes to the increase of their sorrow. my defence. | 

Ty. Since thou adoptest so bold a tone, suppress- As for the loan paid to Aulis in the blodd of my 
ing naught, but answering me back in such wise sister, I leave that to thy credit, not saying “Slay 

that my heart is vexed within me, thou wilt in- Hermione”; for in my present plight thop must 

cense me to go to greater lengths in procuring thy needs have an advantage over me and I niust let 

execution; and I shall regard this as a fine addition that pass. But grant my hapless sire this bodp, my 

to my purpose in coming hither to deck my daugh- life and the lile of her who has pined so Idng in 

ter’s grave. Yes; I will go to the chosen council of maidenhood, my sister; for by my death I shall 

Argos and set the citizens, whether they will or not, leave my father’s house without an heir, 

on thee and thy sister, that ye may suffer stoning. “Impossible!” thou’lt say. Why, there’s the point 
She deserves to die even more than thou, for it was of that old adage, “Friends are bound to succour 
she who#>cmbittered thee against thy mother by friends in trouble.” But when fortune giveth of her 

carrying tales to thine ear from time to time to best, what need of friends? for God’s help is enough 

whet thy hate the more announcing dreams from of itself when he chooses to give it. 

Agamemnon, and speaking of the amour with Aigis- All Hellas credits thee with deep affection for thy 
thus as an abomination to the gods in Hades, for wife— and I am not saying this with any subtle at- 

cven here on earth it was hateful, till she set the tempt at wheedling thee— by her I implore thee, 

house ablaze with fires never kindled by Hephaestus. {As menelaus turns away) Ah me, my misery I at 
This I tell thee, Menelaus; and more — I will per- what a pass have I arrived! what avails my wretched 

form it. If then thou makest my hatred or our con- effort ? Still, {peparing to make a final appeal) *tis 

nexion of any account, seek not to avert this mis- my whole family on whose behalf I am making this 

creant’s doom in direct defiance of the gods, but appeal! O my uncle, my father’s own brother! im- 

leave him to be stoned to death by the citizens; else agine that the dead man in his grave is listening, that 

never set foot on Spartan soil. Remember thou hast his spirit is hovering o’er thy head and speaking 

been told all this, and choose not for friends the through my lips. I have said my say with reference 

ungodly, excluding more righteous folk. to tears and groans and misfortunes, and I have 

Ho! servants, lead me hence. Exit tyndareus. begged my life— the aim of every man’s endeavour, 

Or. Get thee gone! that the remainder of my not of mine alone, 
speech may be addressed to Menelaus without in- Ch, I, too, weak woman though I am, beseech 
terruption, free from the restrictions thy old age thee, as thou hast the power, succour those in need, 
exerts. Men, Orestes, thou art a man for whom I have a 

Wherefore, Menelaus, art thou pacing round and deep regard, and I would fain help thee bear thy 

round to think the matter over, up and down in load of woe; yea, for it is a duty, too, to lend a kins- 

thought perplexed ? man such assistance by dying or slaying his enemies. 

Men, Let me alone! I am somewhat at a loss, as I provided Heaven grants the means. 1 only wish I 

turn it over in my mind, towards which side I am nad that power granted me by the gods; as it is, 1 

to lean. have arrived quite destitute of allies, after my long 

Or, Do not then decide finally, but after first weary wanderings, with such feeble succour as my 
hearing what I have to say, then make up thy mind, surviving friends afford. As then we should never 

Men, Good advice! say on. There are occasions get the better of Pelasgian Argos by fighting, our 

when silence would be better than speech; there are hopes now rest on this, the chance of prevailing by 

others when the reverse holds good. persuasion; and we must try that,, for how can you 

Or. I will begin forthwith. A long statement has win a great cause by small efforts? it were sensdess 
advantages over a short one and is more intelligible even to wish it. For when the people fall into a fury 

to listen to. Give me nothing of thine own, Mene- and their rage is still fresh, they are as hard to ap- 
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pease as a fierce fire is to quench; but if you gently 
slacken your hold, and yield a little to their tension, 
cautioudy watching your opportunity, they may 
possibly exhaust their fit; and then as soon as they 
have spent their rage, thou mayest obtain whatever 
thou wilt from them without any trouble; for they 
have a natural sense of pity, and a hot temper too, 
an invaluable quality if you watch it closely. So 1 
will go and try to persuade Tyndareus and the citi- 
zens to moderate their excessive anger against thee; 
for it is with them as with a ship; she dips if her 
sheet is hauled too taut, but rights herself again if it 
is let go. 

Attempts to do too much are as keenly resented 
by the citizens as they are by the gods; and so it 
must be by cleverness, not by the force of superior 
numbers, I frankly tell thee, that I must try to save 
thee. No prowess of mine as perhaps thou fanciest, 
could do it; for, had it been so easy to triumph 
single-handed over the troubles that beset thee, I 
should never have tried to bring Argives over to the 
side of mercy; but, as it is, the wise find themselves 
forced to bow to fortune. Exit menhlaus. 

Or. O thou that hast no use, save to head a host 
in a woman’s cause! thou traitor in thy friends* de- 
fence! dost turn thy back on me? What Agamem- 
non did is all forgotten. 

Ah, my father! thy friends, it seems, desert thee 
in adversity. Alas! I am betrayed; no longer have I 
any hope of finding a refuge where I may escape the 
death-sentence of Argos; tor this man was my haven 
of safety. 

Hal a welcome sight, there comes Py lades, my 
best of friends, running hither from Phocis. A trusty 
comrade is a more cheering sight in trouble than a 
calm is to sailors. 

Enter pylades. 

Pylades, On my way hither I traversed the town 
with more haste than I need have used, to find thee 
and thy sister, having heard or rather myself seen 
the citizens assembling, under the belief that they 
intend your immediate execution. What is happen- 
ing here ? how is it with thee ? how farcst thou, my 
best of comrades, friends, and kin ? for thou art all 
these to me. 

Or. Let one brief word declare to thee my evil case 
—it is “Ruin.” 

Py. Include me then in it; for friends have all in 
common. 

Or. Menelaus is a traitor to me and my sister. 

Py. *Tis only natural that the husband of a trai- 
tress should prove a traitor. 

Or. He no more repaid me when he came than if 
he had never come. 

Py. Has he really arrived then in this land ? 

Or. He was a long time coming, but very soon 
detected for all that in treachery to his friends. 

Py. And did he bring his wife, that queen of trai- 
tresses, with him on his ship? 

Or. It was not he who brought her, but she him. 

Py. Where is she who proved the ruin of so many 
Achseans, though she was only a woman? 
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Or. In my house; if, that is, 1 ought to call it 
mine. 

Py. And thou—w'hat didst thou say to thy father’s 
brother? 

Or. I besought him not to look on, while I and 
my sister were slain by tbe citizens. 

Py. By heaven! what said he to this? I fain would 
know. 

Or. Caution was the line he took— the usual poli- 
cy of traitorous friends. 

Py. What excuse docs he allege? when I have 
heard that, I know all. 

Or. The worthy sire arrived, who begat those 
peerless daughters. 

Py. Thou meanest Tyndareus; he was angry with 
thee, perhaps, for his daughter’s sake. 

Or. I’hou hast it; and Menelaus preferred his re- 
lationship to my father’s. 

Py. Had he not courage enough to share thy trou- 
bles, when he did come ? 

Or. Not he; he never was a warrior, though a 
doughtv knight amongst women. 

Py. Thy case is desperate, it seems, and thou must 
die. 

Or. The citizens are to give their vote about us on 
the question of the murder. 

Py. And what is that to decide? tell me, for I am 
alarmed. 

Or. Our life or death; so short the words that tell 
of things so long! 

Py. Leave the palace, then, with thy sister and 
fly. 

Or. Look! we are being watched by guards on 
every side. 

Py. I saw that the streets of the city were secured 
with armed men. 

Or. We arc as closely beleaguered as a city by its 
foes. 

Py. Ask me also of my state; for I too am ruined. 

Or. By whom? this would be a further sorrow to 
add to mine. 

Py. Strophius, my father, in a fit of anger, hath 
banished me his halls. 

Or. On some private charge, or one in which the 
citizens share ? 

Py. He says it is a crime to have helped thee slay 
thy mother. 

Or. Woe is me! it seems my troubles will cause 
thee grief as well. 

Py. I am not like Menelaus; this must be endured. 

Or. Art thou not afraid that Argos will desire thy 
death as well as mine? 

Py. 1 am not theirs to punish; I belong to Phocis. 

Or. A terrible thing is the mob, when it has 
villains to lead it. 

Py. Aye, but with honest leaders its counsels are 
honest. 

Or. Go to; we must consult together. 

Py. What is it we must consider? 

Or. Suppose I go and tell the citizens— 

Py. That thy action was just— 

Or. In avenging my father? 
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Py. I am afraid they will be glad enough to catch 
thee. 

Or. Well, am I to crouch in fear and die without 
a word ? 

Py. I'hat were cowardly. 

Or. How then shall I act ? 

Py. Suppose thou stay here, what means of safety 
hast thouP 

Or. None. 

Py. And if thou go away, is there any hope of es- 
caping thy troubles? 

Or. There might be possibly. 

Py. Well, is not that better than staying ? 

Or. Am I to go, then ? 

Py. Yes; if thou art slain, there will be some hon- 
our in dying thus. 

Or. True; thus I escape cowardice. 

Py. Better than by slaying. 

Or. After all, I can justify my action. 

Py. Pray that this may be the only view they 
take. 

Or. Some one or two maybe will pity me — 

Py. Yes, thy noble birth is a great point. 

Or. Resenting my father’s death. 

Py. That is all quite clear. 

Or. I must go, for to die ignobly is a coward’s 
part. 

Py. Well said! 

Or. Shall we tell my sister ? 

Py. God forbid! 

Or. True, there might be tears. 

Py. Would not that be a grave omen ? 

Or. Yes, silence is manifestly the better course. 

Py. Thou wilt thus gain time. 

Or. There is only one obstacle in my way, — 

Py. What fresh objection now? 

Or. I am afraid the goddesses will prevent me by 
madness. 

Py. Nay, but I will take care of thee. 

Or. A wretched task, to come in contact with a 
sick man. 

Py. That is not my view in thy case. 

Or. Beware of becoming a partner in my madness. 

Py. Let that pass! 

Or. Thou wilt not hesitate? 

Py. Not I; hesitation is a grave mischief amongst 
friends. 

Or. On then, pilot of my course! 

Py. A service I am glad to render. 

Or. And guide me to my father’s tomb. 

Py. For what purpose? 

Or. That I may appeal to him to save me. 

Py. No doubt that is the proper way. 

Or. May I not even see my mother’s grave! 

Py. No; she was an enemy. But hasten, support- 
ing those limbs, so slow from sickness, on mine, that 
the decision of Argos may not catch thee first ; for 
I will carry thee through the town, careless of the 
mob and unabashed. For how shall I prove my 
friendship if not by helping thee in sore distress? 

Or. Ah! the old saying again, “Get friends, not 
relations only.” For a man whose soul is knit with 
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thine, though he is not of thy kin, is better worth 
owning as a friend than a whole host of relations. 

Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

Ch. T^ong, long ago, by reason of an old misfor- 
tune to their house, the sons of Atreus saw the tide 
roll back from weal to woe, carrying with it their 
great prosperity and that prowess proudly vaunted 
through the length of Hellas and by the streams of 
Simois, on the day that strife found its way to the 
sons of Tantalus — that strife for a golden ram, to 
end in bitter banqueting and the slaughter of high- 
born babes; and this is why a succession of murders 
committed by kinsmen never fails the twin Atridae. 

What seemed so right became so wrong, to cut a 
mother’s skin with ruthless hand and show the blood- 
stained sword to the sun’s bright beams; and yet 
her guilty deed was a piece 01 frantic wickedness 
and the folly*of beings demented. Haplessj daughter 
of Tyndareus! in terror of death she screamed to 
him, “My son, this is a crime, thy bold attempt 
upon thy mother’s life; do not, whilst honouring 
thy father, fasten on thyself an eternity of\shame.’’ 

To stain the hand in a mother’s blood! What 
affliction on earth surpasseth this? what Calls for 
keener grief or pity ? Oh! what an awful crime Aga- 
memnon’s son committed, ending in his raving mad- 
ness, so that he is become a prey to the avenging 
fiends for the murder, darting distracted glances 
round him! O the wretch! to have seen a mother’s 
bosom o’er her robe of golden woof, and yet make 
her his victim, in recompense for his father’s suffer- 
ings! 

Enter electra. 

El. Surely, friends, my poor Orestes hath never 
left the house, mastered by the heaven-sent mad- 
ness? 

Ch. No; but he is gone to stand the trial appointed 
concerning his life before the Argive populace, in 
which it will be decided whether he and thou are 
to live or die. 

El. Oh! why did he do it? who persuaded him? 

Ch. Pylades; but this messenger, now close at 
hand, will no doubt tell us thy brother’s fate at the 
trial. 

Enter messenoek. 

Messenger. Woe is thee, unhappy daughter of our 
captain Agamemnon, my lady Electra! hearken to 
the sad tidings I bring thee. 

El. Alas! our fate is sealed; thy words show it; 
thou art clearly come with tidings of woe. 

Mes. 7 ’o-day have the folk decided by vote that 
thou and thy brother arc to die, poor lady. 

El. Alas! my expectations are realized; I have 
long feared this, and been wasting away in mourn- 
ing for what was sure to happen. But come, old 
friend, describe the trial, and tell me what was said 
in the Argive assembly to condemn us and confirm 
our doom; is it stoning or the sword that is to cut 
short my existence? for I share my brother’s mis- 
fortunes. 

Mes. I had just come from the country and was 
entering the gates, anxious to learn what was dc- 
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cidcd about thee and Orcstes—for I was ever well- 
disposed to thy father, and it was thy house that fed 
and reared me, poor, *tis true, yet loyal in the serv- 
ice of friends— when lo! 1 saw a crowd streaming to 
their seats on yonder height, where *tis said Danaus 
first gathered his people and settled them in new 
homes, when he was paying the penalty to /^gyp- 
tus. So, w'hen I saw them thronging together, I 
asked a citizen, “What news in Argos? Have tidings 
of hostilities ruffled the city of Danaus?’* But he 
replied, “Dost thou not see the man Orestes on his 
way to be tried for his life?” Then 1 beheld an un- 
expected sight, which 1 would I ne’er had seen— 
Pylades and thy brother approaching together; the 
one with his head sunken on his breast, weakened 
by sickness; the other like a brother in the way he 
shared his friend’s sorrow, tending his complaint 
with constant care. 

Now when the Argives were fully gathered, a 
herald rose and asked, “Who wishes to give his opin- 
ion whether Orestes is to be slain or not for the 
murder of his mother?” Then up stood Talthybius, 
who helped thy father sack the Phrygians* city. 
He adopted a trimming tone, a mere tool of those 
in power as he always is, expressing high admiration 
for thy father, but saying not a word for thy brother, 
urging his crooked sentiments in specious words, to 
this effect: “it is not a good precedent he is estab- 
lishing as regards parents,” and all the while he had 
a pleasant look for the friends of yEgisthus. That is 
like the tribe of heralds; they always trip across to 
the lucky side; whoso hath influence in the city or 
a post in the government, he is the friend for them. 
After him prince Diomedes made harangue; not 
death but exile was the punishment he would have 
had them inflict on thee and thy brother, and so 
keep clear of guilt. Some murmured their assent, 
saying his words were good, but others disapproved. 

Next stood up a fellow, who cannot close his lips; 
one whose impudence is his strength; an Argivc, 
but not of Argos an alien forced on us; confident 
in bluster and licensed ignorance, and plausible 
enough to involve his hearers in some mischief sooner 
or later; for when a man with a pleasing trick of 
speech, but of unsound principles, persuades the 
mob, it is a serious evil to the state; whereas all who 
give sound and sensible advice on all occasions, if 
not immediately useful to the state, yet prove so 
afterwards. And this is the light in which to regard 
a party leader; for the position is much the same in 
the case of an orator and a man in office. This fellow 
was for stoning thee and Orestes to death, but it 
was Tyndareus who kept suggesting arguments of 
this kind to him as he urged the death of both of 
you. 

Another then stood up, not fair to outward view 
perhaps but a brave man, rarely coming in contact 
with the town or the gatherings in the market- 
place; a yeoman, one of a class who form the only 

*Said to be CIcophon, the demogogue of Athens; he 
was of Thracian extraction. 


real support of our country; shrewd enough, and 
eager to grapple with the arguments; his character 
without a blemish, his walk in life beyond reproach. 
He moved that they should crown Orestes, the son 
of Agamemnon, for showing his willingness to avenge 
a father in the blood of a wicked prolligate who was 
preventing men from taking up arms and going on 
foreign service; “since,” said he, “those, who re- 
main behind, corrupt and seduce our wives left at 
home to keep house.” lb the belter sort his words 
carried conviction; and no one rose to speak after 
him. So thy brother advanced and spoke. “Ye 
dwellers in the land of Inachusl Pelasgians in an- 
cient times, and later Danai, 1 helped you no less 
than my lather when 1 slew my mother; for if the 
murder of men by women is to be sanctioned, then 
the sooner you die, the better for you; otherwise 
you must needs become the sla vesof women ; and t hat 
will be doing the very reverse of what ye should. As 
it is, she who betrayed my father’s honour has met 
her death, but if ye lake my hie, as is proposed, the 
strictness of the law becomes relaxed, and the sooner 
every one of you is dead, the better; for it will nev- 
er be daring at any rate that they will lack.” Yet, 
for all he seemed to speak so fair, he could not 
persuade the assembly; but that villain who spoke 
in favour of slaying thee and thy brother, gained his 
point by appealing to the mob. 

Orestes, poor wretch, scarce prevailed on them to 
spare him death by stoning, promising to die by his 
own hand, and thou by thine, within the space of 
to-day; and Pylades is now bringing him from the 
conclave, weeping the while, and his friends bear 
him company, with tears and lamentation; so he 
cometh, a sad and piteous sight for thee to see. 
Make ready the sword, prepare the noose for thy 
neck, for thou must die; thy noble birth availed 
thee naught, nor Phoebus either from his scat on the 
tripod at Delphi; nol he was thy undoing. 

Exit MUSSKNGUR. 

Ch. Ah, hapless maid! How dumb thou art, thy 
lace veiled and bent upon the ground, as if ere long 
to start on a course of lamentation and wailing! 

El. Land of Argos! 1 take up the dirge, doing 
bloody outrage on my cheek with pearly nail, and 
beating on my head, the meed of Persephone that 
fair young goddess of the nether world. Let the land 
of the Cyclopes break forth into wailing for the 
.sorrows of our house, laying the steel upon the head 
to crop it close. This is the piteous strain that goeth 
up for those who arc doomed to perish, the chief- 
tains once of Hellas. 

Gone, gone and brought to naught is all the race 
of Pelop’s sons! and with them the blessedness that 
crowned their happy home of yore; the wrath of 
God gat hold on them and that cruel murdering 
vole which prevails among the citizens. 

Woe to you! ye tribes of short-lived men, full of 
tears and born to suffering, see how fate runs counter 
to your hopes! All in time’s long march receive in 
turn their several troubles; and man throughout his 
life can never rest. 
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oh! to reach that rock which hangs suspended 
midway *twixt earth and heaven, that fragment 
from Olympus torn, which swings on chains of gold 
in ceaseless revolution, that I may utter my lament 
to Tantalus my forefather, who begat the ancestors 
of my house; these were witnesses of infatuate deeds 
when Pelops in four-horsed car drove winged steeds 
in hot pursuit along the sea, hurling the corpse of 
murdered Myrtilus into the heaving deep, after his 
race near the foam-flecked strand of Geraestus. From 
this came a woful curse upon my house, in the day 
that there appeared among the flocks of Atreus, 
breeder of horses, that baleful portent of a lamb 
with golden fleece, the creation of the son of Maia; 
for from it sprang a quarrel, which made the sun’s 
winged steeds swerve from their course, turning 
them by a westward track along the sky towards the 
single horse of Dawn; and Zeus diverted the career 
of the seven Pleiads into a new path; yea, and it is 
that banquet to which Thyestes gave his name, and 
the guilty love of Cretan i^lrope, the treacherous 
wife, that is requiting those murders with others; 
but the crowning woe is come on me and on my 
sire by reason of the bitter destinies of our house. 

Ch, See where thy brother comes, condemned to 
die, and with him Pylades, most loyal of friends, 
true as a brother, guiding the feeble steps of Ores- 
tes, as he paces carefully at his side. 

Enter orestes and pylades. 

EL Ah! brother mine, I weep to see thee stand 
before the tomb, face to face with the funeral pyre. 
Again that sigh escapes me; my senses leave me as I 
take my last fond look at thee. 

Or. Peace! an end to womanish lamenting! resign 
thyself to thy fate. True, ’tis a piteous end, but yet 
we needs must bear the present. 

EL How can I hold my peace, when we poor 
sufferers are no more to gaze upon the sun-god’s 
light ? 

Or. Oh! spare me that death! Enough that this 
unhappy wretch is already slain by Argives; forego 
our present sufferings. 

EL Alas for thy young life, Orestes! alas for the 
untimely death o’ertaking it! Thou shouldst have 
begun to live just as thou art dying. 

Or. Unman me not, I do adjure thee! bringing me 
to tears by the recollection of my sorrows. 

EL We are to die, and 1 cannot but bemoan our 
fate; for all men grieve to lose dear life. 

Or. This is the day appointed us; and we must fit 
the dangling noose about our necks or whet the 
sword for use. 

EL Be thou my executioner, brother, that no 
Argive may insult the child of Agamemnon and 
slay her. 

Or. Enough that I have a mother’s blood upon 
me; thee I will not slay; but die by any self-inflicted 
death thou wilt. 

El. Agreed; I will not be behind thee in using the 
sword; only I long to throw my arms about thy neck. 

Or. Enjoy that idle satisfaction, if embraces have 
any joy mr those who are come so nigh to death. 


1045 - 10^3 

EL Dear brother mine! bearer of a name that 
sounds most sweet in thy sister’s ear, partner in one 
soul with her! 

Or. Oh! thou wilt melt my heart. I long to give 
thee back a fond embrace; and why should such a 
wretch as I feel any shame henceforth ? {Embracing 
electra) Heart to heart, O sister mine! how sweet 
to me this close embrace! In place of wedded joys, 
in place of babes, this greeting is all that is possible 
to us poor sufferers. 

EL Ah, would the self-same sword, if only it 
might be, could slay us both, and one coffin of 
cedar-wood receive us! 

Or. That would be an end most sweet; but surely 
thou seest we are too destitute of friends to be al- 
lowed one tomb between us. 

EL Did nqt that coward Menelaus, that traitor 
to my father’s memory, even speak for tjiee, mak- 
ing an effort to save thy life ? \ 

Or. He did not so much as show hiinself, but 
having his hopes centred on the throne he was more 
cautious than to attempt the rescue of relatives. 

Ah! well, let us take care to quit ourselves gal- 
lantly and die as most befits the children of Aga- 
memnon. I, for my part, will let this city sec my 
noble spirit when I plunge the sword to my heart, 
and thou, for thine, must imitate my brave example. 
Do thou, Pylades, stand umpire to our bloody feat, 
and, when we both arc dead, lay out our bodies 
decently; then carry them to our father’s grave and 
bury us there with him. Farewell now; I go to do 
the deed, as thou seest. 

Py. Stay a moment; there is first one point 1 have 
to blame thee for, if thou thinkest I care to live 
when thou art dead. 

Or. But why art thou called on to die with me? 

Py. Canst ask? What is life to me with thee my 
comrade gone? 

Or. Thou didst not slay thy mother, as I did to 
my sorrow. 

Py. At least I helped thee; and so I ought to suffer 
alike. 

Or. Surrender to thy father; and seek not to die 
with me. Thou hast still a city, while I no longer 
have; thou hast still thy father’s home, and mighty 
stores of wealth; and though thou art disappointed 
in thy marriage with my poor sister, whom I be- 
trothed to thee from a deep regard for thy fellow- 
ship, yet choose thee another bride and rear a family; 
for the tie which bound us binds no more. Fare thee 
well, my comrade fondly called; for us such faring 
cannot be, for thee perhaps; for we that are as dead 
are robbed of joy henceforth. 

Py. How far thou art from grasping what I mean! 
Oh! may the fruitful earth, the radiant sky refuse 
to hold my blood, if ever I turn traitor and desert 
thee when I have cleared myself; for I not only 
shared in the murder, which I will not disown, but 
also schemed the whole plot for which thou art now 
paying the penalty; wherefore I ought also to die 
as much as thou or she; for I consider her, whose 
hand thou didst promise me, as my wife. What 
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specious talc shall I ever tell, when I reach Delphi, 
the citadel of Phocis? I who, before your misfor- 
tunes came, was so close a friend, but ceased to be, 
when thou wwt unlucky. That must not be; nol 
this is my business too. But since we are to die, let 
us take counsel together that Menelaus may share 
our misfortune. 

Or. Best of friends! if only I could sec this ere I 
die! 

Py, Hearken then, and defer awhile the fatal stroke. 

Or. I will wait in the hope of avenging me on my 
foe. 

Py. Hush! I have small confidence in women. 

Or. Have no fear of these; for they are our friends 
who are here. 

Py. Let us kill Helen, a bitter grief to Menelaus. 

Or. How? I am ready enough, if there is any 
chance of success. 

Py. With our swords; she is hiding in thy house. 

Or. Aye, that she is, and already she is putting 
her seal on everything. 

Py. She shall do so no more, after she is wedded 
to Hades. 

Or. Impossible! she has her barbarian attendants. 

Py. Barbarians indeed! 1 am not the man to fear 
any Phrygian. 

Or. Creatures only fit to look after mirrors and 
unguents! 

Py. What! has she brought Trojan effeminacy 
with her here? 

Or. So much so that Hellas is become too small 
for her to live in. 

Py. The race of slaves is no match for free-born 
men. 

Or. Well, if 1 can do this deed, 1 fear not death 
twice over. 

Py. No, nor I either, if it is thee I am avenging. 

Or. Declare the matter and tell me what thou 
proposes! . 

Py. We will enter the house on the pretence of 
going to our death. 

Or. So far I follow thee, but not beyond. 

Py. We will begin bewailing our sufferings to her. 

Or. Aye, so that she will shed tears, although her 
heart is glad. 

Py. And we shall then be in the same predicament 
as she. 

Or. How shall we proceed next in the enterprise? 

Py. We shall have swords concealed in our cloaks. 

Or. But, before attacking her, how are we to kill 
her attendants ? 

Py. We will shut them up in different parts of the 
house. 

Or. And whoever refuses to be quiet, we must 
kill. 

Py. That done, our very deed shows us to what 
we must direct our efforts. 

Or. To Helen’s slaughter; I understand that 
watchword. 

Py. Thou hast it; now hear how sound my scheme 
is; if we had drawn the sword upon a woman of 
better morals, it would have been foul murder; but, 
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as it is, she will be punished for the sake of all Hellas, 
whose sires she slew; while those whose children 
she destroyed, whose wives she widowed, will shout 
aloud for joy and kindle the altars of the gods, in- 
voking on^ur heads a thousand blessings, because 
we shed this wicked w'oman’s blood; for after killing 
her, thy name shall no more be “the matricide,” 
but, resigning that title, thou shall succeed to a 
better and be called “the slayer of Helen the mur- 
deress.” It can never, never be right that Menelaus 
should prosper, and thy father, thy sister and thou 
be put to death, and thy mother loo— (but I pass 
that by, for it is not seemly to mention it)— while 
he possesses thy home, thougli it was by Agamemnon’s 
prowess that he recovered his w'ife. May I perish 
then, if I draw not my sword upon her! But if after 
all we fail to compass Helen’s death, we will fire the 
palace and die; for w'c will not fail to achieve one 
distinction, be it an honourable death or an hon- 
ourable escape therefrom. 

Ch. The daughter of Tyndareus, who has brought 
shame on her sex, has justly earned the hate of 
every woman. 

Or. Ah! there is nothing better than a trusty 
friend, neither wealth nor princely power; mere 
number is a senseless thing to set off against a noble 
friend. Such art thou, for thou didst not only devise 
the vengeance we took on Aigisthus, but didst stand 
by me at the gates of danger, and now again thou 
art offering me a means to punish my foes and dost 
nol stand aloof thyself; but I will cease praising 
thee, for there is something wearisome even in be- 
ing praised to excess. Now since in any case I must 
breathe my last, I would fain my death should do 
my foes some hurt, that I may requite with ruin 
those who betrayed me, and that they too who 
made me suffer may taste of sorrow. Lo! I am the 
son of that Agamemnon, who was counted worthy 
to rule Hellas, exerting no tyrant’s power but yet 
possessed of almost god like might; him will I not 
disgrace by submitting to die like a slave; nol my 
last breath shall be free and I will avenge me on 
Menelaus. For could wc but secure one object we 
should be lucky, if from some unexpected quarter a 
means of safety should arise and wc be the slayers, 
not the slain; this is what I pray for; for this wish of 
mine is a pleasant dream to cheer the heart, without 
cost, by means of the tongue’s winged utterances. 

El. Why, brother, 1 have it! a means of safetv, 
first for thee, then for him, and thirdly for myself. 

Or. Divine providence, I suppose. But what use 
in suggesting that? seeing that I know the natural 
shrewdness of thy heart. 

El. Hearken a moment ; do thou {to pylades) like- 
wise attend. 

Or. Say on; the prospect of hearing good news 
affords a certain pleasure. 

El. Thou knowest Helen’s daughter? of course 
thou must. 

Or. Hermione, whom my own mother reared— 
know her ? yes. 

El. She hath gone to Clytaemnestra’s grave. 
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Or, With what intent ? What hope art thou hint- 
ing at? 

El. Her purpose was to pour a libation over the 
tomb of our mother. 

Or. Well, granting that, how does thiswhich thou 
hast mentioned conduce to our safely? 

El. Seize her as a hostage on her way back. 

Or. What good can thy suggested remedy do us 
three friends? 

El. If, after Helen’s slaughter, Menelaus does any- 
thing to thee or to Pylades and me— for we three 
friends are wholly one— say thou wilt slay Her- 
mione; then draw thy sword and keep it at the 
maiden’s throat. If Menelaus, when he sees Helen 
weltering in her blood, tries to save thee to insure 
his daughter’s life, allow him to take his child to his 
father’s arms; but if he makes no effort to curb the 
angry outburst and leaves thee to die, then do thou 
plunge thy sword in his daughter’s throat. Me- 
thinks, though he show himself violent at first, he 
will gradually grow milder; for he is not naturally 
bold or brave. That is the tower of defence I have 
for us, and now my tale is told. 

Or. O thou that hast the spirit of a man, though 
thy body clearly shows thee a tender woman, how 
far more worthy thou to live than die! This, Py- 
lades, is the peerless woman thou wilt lose to thy 
sorrow, or, shouldst thou live, wilt marry to thy joy! 

Py. Then may I live and may she be brought to 
the capital of Phocis with all the honours of a happy 
marriage! 

Or. How soon will Hermione return to the pal- 
ace? All else thou saidst was well, if only we are 
lucky in catching the villain’s child. 

El. I expect she is near the house already, for the 
time agrees exactly. 

Or. ’Tis well. Plant thyself before the palace, 
Electra my sister, and await the maid’s approach; 
keep watch in case any one, an ally maybe or my 
father’s brother, forcstal us by his entry, ere the 
bloody deed is completed; and then make a signal 
to be heard inside the house, either by beating on a 
panel of the door or calling to us within. 

Let us enter now, Pylades, and arm ourselves for 
the final struggle, for thou art the comrade that 
sharest the enterprise with me. Hearken! father, in 
thy home of darkest gloom! it is thy son Orestes 
who is calling thee to come to the rescue of the 
destitute; it is on thy account I am unjustly suffer- 
ing woe, and it is by thy brother that I have been 
betrayed for practising justice; wherefore I would 
fain take and slay his wife; and do thou help us com- 
pass this. 

El. Oh! come, my father, come! if within the 
ground thou hearest the cry of thy children, who 
for thy sake are dying. 

Py. Hear my prayer too, Agamemnon, kinsman 
of my father, and save thy children. 

Or. I slew my mother— 

Py. I held the sword— 

El. ’Twas I that urged them on and set them free 
from fear — 


Or. All to succour thee, my sire. 

El. I proved no traitress either. 

Py. Wilt thou not hearken then to these re- 
proaches and save thy children? 

Or. With tears I pour thee a libation. 

El. And I with notes of woe. 

Py. Cease, and let us about our business. If prayers 
do really penetrate the ground, he hears. O Zeus, 
god of my fathers, O Justice, queen revered, vouch- 
safe us three success; three friends are we, but one 
the struggle, one the forfeit all must pay, to live or 
die. 

Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

El. My own townswomen, of foremost rank in 
Argos, the home of the Pclasgi! 

Ch. Mistress, why dost thou address us? for still 
this honoufed name is left thee in the Dan^id town. 

El. Station yourselves, some here along 'the high 
road, others yonder on some other path, ip watch 
the house. \ 

Ch. But why dost thou summon me to this serv- 
ice? tell me, dear mistress. 

El. I am afraid that some one, who is stationed at 
the house for a bloody purpose, may cause troubles, 
only to find them himself. 

Semi-Chorus I. Lead on; let us hasten; I will 
keep careful watch upon this track towards the east. 

Semi-Ch. 11. And I on this, that leadeth west- 
ward. Throw a glance sideways, letting the eye 
range from point to point; then look back again. 

Semi Ch. I. We are directing them as thou bid- 
dest. 

El. Cast your eyes around, let them peer in every 
direction through your tresses. 

Semi-Ch. 11. Who is that on the road ? Who is 
yonder countryman 1 sec wandering round thy 
house ? 

El. Ah! friends, we are undone; he will at once 
reveal to our enemies the armed ambush of that 
lion-like pair. 

Semi-Ch. I. {Reconnoitring) Calm thy fears; the 
road is not occupied, as thou thinkest, dear mistress. 

El. {Turning to the other watchers) And can I count 
thy side safe still? reassure me; is yonder space be- 
fore the court-yard still deserted ? 

Semi'Ch. 11. All goes well here; look to thy own 
watch, for no Argivc is approaching us. 

Semi'Ch. 1. Thy report agrees with mine; there 
is no noise here either. 

El. Well then, let -me make myself heard in the 
gateway. {Calling through the door) Why are ye with- 
in the house delaying to spill your victim’s blood, 
now that all is quiet? They do not hear; ah, woe is 
me! Can it be that their swords have lost their edge 
at the sight of her beauty? Soon will some mail- 
clad Argive, hurrying to her rescue, attack the pal- 
ace. Keep a better look-out; ’tis no time for sitting 
still; bestir yourselves, some here, some there. 

Ch. My eye is ranging to and fro all along the 
road. 

liel. i^ithiri) Help, Pelasgian Argos! I am being 
foully murdered. 
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Serm-Ch. I. Heard ye that ? Those men are now Her. {Calling from within) Ah! who are these I see ? 
about blc^y de^. • , , Silence! *tis our safety, not thine, 

Semt'Chrn //. iis Helen screaming, to ha 2 Lard a thou art here lo insure. 


guess. 

EL Come, eternal might of Zeus, oh, come to 
help my friends I 

HeL {Within) Mcnelaus, I am being murdered, 
but thou, though near, affordest me no aid. 

EL Cut, stab, and kill; all eager for the fray dart 
out your swords, double-handed, double-edged, 
against the woman who left her father’s home and 
husband’s side, and did to death so many of the 
men of Hellas, slain beside the river-bank, where 
tears rained down beneath the iron darts all round 
Scamander’s eddying tides. 

Ch. Hush! hush! I caught the sound of a fool-fall 
on the road near the house. 

EL I^adies, my dearest friends, it is Hermione 
advancing into the midst of the bloodshed. Let our 
clamour cease; on she comes headlong into the 
meshes of the net. Fair w'ill the quarry prove if 
caught. Resume your station, looks composed and 
faces not betraying what has happened; and I too 
will wear a look of melancholy, as if forsooth 1 knew 
nothing of that desperate deed, (hermione enters) 
Ah! maiden, hast thou come from wTcathing Cly- 
temnestra’s grave and from pouring libations to the 
dead ? 

Her. Yes, I have returned after securing a gra- 
cious recognition; but I was filled with some alarm 
as to the import of a cry I heard in the palace as I 
was still at a distance. 

El. But why? Our present lot gives cause for 
groans. 

Her. Hush! What is thy news? 

EL Argos has sentenced Orestes and myself to 
death. 

Her. Kinsfolk of my own! God forbid! 

EL It is decreed; the yoke of necessity is on our 
necks. 


EL Hold her hard and fast; point a sword at her 
throat; then wait in silence, that Menelaus may 
learn that they are men, not Phrygian cowards, 
whom he has found and treated as only cowards 
deserve. 

Ch. What ho! my comrades, raise a din, a din and 
shouting before the house, that the murder done 
may not inspire the Argives with wild alarm, to 
make them bring aid to the royal palace, before I 
sec for certain whether Helen’s corpse lies weltering 
in the house or hear the news from one of her at- 
tendants; lor I know but a part of the tragedy, of 
the rest I am not sure. Yhanks to Justice the WTath 
of God has come on Helen; for she filled all Hellas 
wdth tears because of her accursed paramour, Paris 
of Ida, who took our countrymen lo Troy. 

But hist! the bolts ot the palacc-doors rattle; be 
silent; for one of her Phrygians is coming out, from 
whom we will inquire of the state of matters within. 

Enter Phrygian eunuch. 

Phrygian Etmuch. {Expressing the most abject terror) 
From death escaped, in my barbaric slippers have I 
fled away, aw^ay from the Argivc sword, escaping as 
best a barbarian might by clambering over the ce- 
dar beams that roof the porch and through the 
Doric triglvphs. (O my country, my country!) 
Alack, alack! oh ! w'hiihcr can I fly, ye foreign dames, 
winging my way through the clear bright sky or 
over the sea, whose circle horned Ocean draws, as 
he girdles the world in his embrace? 

Ch. What news, slave of Helen, creature from 
Ida? 

P.E. Ah me for Ilium, for Ilium, the city of Phry- 
gia, and for Ida’s holy hill with fruitful soil! in 
foreign accents hear me raise a plaintive strain over 
thee, whose ruin luckless Helen caused — that lovely 
child w'hom Lcda bore to a feathered swan, to be a 


Her. Was this the reason then of the cry within? 

EL Yes, *twas the cry of the suppliant as he fell 
at Helen’s knees. 

Her. Who is he ? I am none the wiser, if thou tell 
me not. 

El. Orestes the hapless, entreating mercy for him- 
self and me. 

Her. Good reason then has the house lo cry out, 

El. t\^hat else would make a man entreat more 
earnestly ? Come, throw thyself before thy mother 
in her proud prosperity, and join thy friends in be- 
seeching Menelaus not to look on and see us die. O 
thou that wert nursed in the same mother’s arms 
as I, have pity on us and relieve our pain. Come 
hither to the struggle, and I myself will be thy 
guide; for thou and thou alone, hast the issue of our 
safety in thy hands. 

Her. Behold me hastening to the house; as far as 
rests with me, regard yourselves as safe. 

Exit HERMIONE. 

jB/. Now, friends, secure the prey in your armed 
ambush in the house. 


curse to Apollo’s towers of polished stone. Ah! wcll- 
a-day 1 woe to Dardania for the wailings wrung from 
it by the steeds that bought his minion Ganymede 
for Zeus. 

Ch. Tell us plainly exactly what happened in the 
house, for till now I have been guessing at what I do 
not clearly understand. 

P.E.. “Ah, for Linus! woe is him!” that is what 
barbarians say in their eastern tongue as a prelude 
to the dirge of death, whene’er royal blood is spilt 
upon the ground by deadly iron blades. 

To tell thee exactly what happened; there came 
into the palace two lion-like men of Hellas, twins 
in nature; your famous chief was sire of one, ’twas 
said; the other was the son of Strophius; a crafty 
knave was he, like to Odysseus, subtle, silent, but 
staunch to his friends, daring enough for any val- 
iant deed, versed in war and bloodthirsty as a ser- 
pent. Ruin seize him for his quiet plotting, the 
villain! 

In they came, their eyes bedimmed with tears, 
and took their seats in all humility near the chair of 
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the lady whom Paris the archer once wedded, one 
on this side, one on that, to Tight and left, with 
weapons on them; and both threw their suppliant 
arms round the knees of Helen; whereon her Phry- 
gian servants started to their feet in wild alarm, 
each in his terror calling to his fellow, “Beware of 
treachery!” To some there seemed no cause, but 
others thought that the viper, who had slain his 
mother, was entangling the daughter of Tyndareus 
in the toils of his snare. 

Ch, And where wert thou the while? fled long 
before in terror? 

P.E. It happened that I, in Phrygian style, was 
wafting the breeze past Helen’s curls with a round 
feather-fan, stationed before her face; and she the 
while, as eastern ladies use, was twisting flax on her 
distaff with her fingers but letting her yarn fall on 
the floor, for she was minded to embroider purple 
raiment as an offering from the Trojan spoils, a gift 
for Clytaemnestra at her tomb. 

Then to the Spartan maid Orestes spake, “Daugh- 
ter of Zeus, quit thy chair and cross the floor to a 
seat at the old altar of Pelops, our ancestor, to hear 
something I have to say.” Therewith he led the way 
and she followed, little guessing his designs. Mean- 
time his accomplice, the Phocian miscreant, was off 
on other business. “Out of my way! Well, Phry- 
gians always were cowards.” So he shut them up in 
different parts of the house, some in the stables, 
others in private chambers, one here, one there, dis- 
posing of them severally at a distance from their 
mistress. 

Ch, What happened next ? 

P,E, Mother of Ida, mighty parent! Oh! the mur- 
derous scenes and lawless wickedness that I wit- 
nessed in the royal palace! They drew forth swords 
from under their purple cloaks, each darting his eye 
all round him in either direction to see that none 
was near, and then, like boars that range the hills, 
they stood at bay before her, crying, “Thou must 
die; it is thy craven husband that will slay thee, 
because he betrayed his brother’s son to death in 
Argos.” But she with piercing screams brought 
down her snow-white arm upon her bosom and loudly 
smote on her poor head; then turned her steps in 
flight, shod in her golden shoon; but Orestes, out- 
stripping her slippered feet, clutched his fingers in 
her hair and bending back her neck on to her left 
shoulder was on the point of driving the grim steel 
into her throat. 

Ch, Where were those Phrygians in the house to 
help her then ? 

P,E, With a loud cry we battered down the doors 
and doorposts of the rooms we had been penned in, 
by means of bars, and ran to her assistance from 
every direction, one arming himself with stones, 
another with javelins, a third having a drawn sword; 
but Pylades came to meet us, all undaunted, like 
Hector of Troy or Aias triple-plumed, as 1 saw him 
on the threshold of Priam’s palace; and we met 
point to point. But then it became most manifest 
how inferior we Phrygians were to the warriors of 
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Hellas in martial prowess. There was one man fly- 
ing, another slain, a third wounded, yet another 
craving mercy to stave off death; but we escaped 
under cover of the darkness; while some were fall- 
ing, others staggering, and some laid low in death. 
And just as her unhappy mother sunk to the ground 
to die, came luckless Hermione to the palace ; whereon 
those twain, like Bacchanals when they drop their 
wands and seize a mountain-cub, rushed and seized 
her; then turned again to the daughter of Zeus to 
slay her; but lo! she had vanished from the room, 
passing right through the house by magic spells or 
wizards’ arts or heavenly fraud; O Zeus and earth, 
O day and night! 

What happened afterwards I know not, for 1 stole 
out of the palace and ran away. So Menelaus went 
through all iiis toil and trouble to recovcjr his wife 
Helen from Troy to no purpose. 1 

Ch. Behold another strange sight succ^ding its 
predecessors; 1 see Orestes sword in hand before 
the palace, advancing with excited steps. \ 

Enter Orestes. 

Or. Where is he who fled from the palacV to es- 
cape my sword ? 

P.E. {Falling at the feet of orestes) Before thee I 
prostrate myself, O prince, and do obeisance in my 
foreign way. 

Or. ’Tis not Ilium that is now the scene, but the 
land of Argos. 

P.E. No matter where, the wise love life more 
than death. 

Or. I suppose that shouting of thine was not for 
Menelaus to come to the rescue ? 

P.E. Oh no! it was to help thee I called out, for 
thou art more deserving. 

Or. Was it a just fate that overtook the daughter 
of Tyndareus? 

P.E, Most just, though she had had three throats 
to die with. 

Or. Thy cowardice makes thee glib; these arc not 
thy real sentiments. 

P.E, Why, surely she deserved it for the havoc 
she made of Hellas as well as 1 roy ? 

Or. Swear thou art not saying this to humour me, 
or I will slay thee. 

P,E. By my life I swear—an oath likely to be 
true in my case. 

Or. Did every Phrygian in Troy show the same 
terror of steel as thou dost? 

P.E. Oh, take th.y sword away! held so near it 
throws a horrid gleam of blood. 

Or. Art thou afraid of being turned to stone, as if 
it were a Gorgon thou seest ? 

P.E. To a stone, no! but to a corpse; that Gor- 
gon’s head is not within my ken. 

Or. A slave, and so fearful of death, which will 
release thee from trouble! 

P.E. Bond or free, every one is glad to gaze upon 
the light. 

Or. Well said ! thy shrewdness saves thee ; go within. 

P.E. Thou wilt not kill me after all? 

Or. Thou art spared! 
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P.E. O gracious words! 

Or. Come, I shall change my mind— 

P.E. Ill-omened utterance! 

Or. Thou fool! dost think I could endure to 
plunge my sword in throat of thine, thou that nei- 
ther art woman nor amongst men hast any place? 
The reason I left the palace was to gag thy noisy 
tongue; for Argos is quickly roused, once it hears a 
cry to the rescue. As for Menelaus, we arc not afraid 
of measuring swords with him; no! he may go upon 
his way proud of the golden ringlets on his shoulders; 
for if, to avenge the slaying of Helen, he gathers the 
Argives and leads them against the palace, refusing 
to attempt the rescue of me, my sister, and Py lades 
my fellow-conspirator, he shall have two corpses to 
behold, his daughter’s as well as his wife’s. Exeunt 
ORESTES and the Phrygian eunuch. 

Ch. Ah! fortune, fortune! again and yet again the 
house is entering on a fearful contest for the race 
of Atreus. 

Semi'Ch. L What are we to do? carry tidings to 
the town, or hold our peace ? 

Semi'Ch. II. It is safer to keep silence, friends. 

Semi-Ch. L Look, look at that sudden rush of 
smoke to the sky in front of the palace, telling its 
tale in advance! 

Semi-Ch. II. They are kindling torches to fire the 
halls of Tantalus; they do not shrink even from 
murder. 

Ch. God holds the issue in his hand, to give to 
mortal men what end he will. Some mighty power 
is his; it was through a vengeful fiend that this 
family started on its career of murder, by reason of 
the hurling of Myrtilus from the chariot. 

But lol I sec Menelaus approaching the palace in 
hot haste; no doubt he has heard what is happening 
here. {Calling inside) What ho! within, descendants 
of Atreus, make haste and secure the doors with 
bars. A man in luck is a dangerous adversary for 
luckless wretches like thyself, Orestes, orestes and 
PYLADEs appear on the roof, holding hermione. 

Enter menelaus. 

Men. Strange news of violent deeds perpetrated 
by a pair of savages— men I do not call them— has 
brought me hither. What I heard was that my wife 
was not killed after all, but had vanished out of 
sight— an idle rumour doubtless, brought to me by 
some dupe of his own terror; a ruse perhaps of the 
matricide to turn the laugh against me. 

Throw wide the palace doors! My orders to my 
servants are that they force the doors, that I may 
rescue my child at any rate from the hands of the 
murderers and recover my poor wife’s corpse, that 
dear partner whose slayers must die with her by 
my arm. 

Or. {From the roof) Ho, fellow! Keep thy fingers 
off those bolts, thou Menelaus, who vauntest thy- 
self so high; else I will tear off the ancient parapet, 
the work of masons, and shatter thy skull with this 
coping-stone. The doors are bolted and barred, 
which will prevent thy entrance to the palace and 
thy eagerness to bring aid. 


Men. Ha! what now? I sec a blaze of torches and 
men standing at bay on the house-top yonder, with 
a sword held at my daughter’s throat. 

Or. Wouldst question me or hear me speak? 

Men. Neither; but I suppose I must hear thee. 

Or. Well, if thou art anxious to know, I intend to 
slay thy daughter. 

Men. After slaying Helen, art thou bent on add- 
ing another murder ? 

Or. I would I had compassed that, instead of be- 
ing duped by the gods! 

Men. Dost thou deny having slain her, saying this 
out of wanton insult? 

Or. Yes, I do deny it to my sorrow. Would God — 

Men. Would God — what? Thou provokest my 
fears. 

Or. I had hurled to Hades the pollution of Hellas! 

Men. Surrender my wife’s dead body, that I may 
bury her. 

Or. Ask the gods for her; but thy daughter I 
will slay. 

Men. This matricide is bent on adding murder to 
murder. 

Or. This champion of his sire, betrayed by thee 
to death. 

Men. Art thou not content with the stain of the 
mother’s blood which is on thee? 

Or. I should not grow tired if I had the.se wicked 
women to slay for ever. 

Men. Art thou too, Pylades, a partner in this 
bloody work? 

Or. His .silence says he is; so my saying it will 
suffice. 

Men. Not without thy ruing it, unless thou take 
wings and fly. 

Or. Fly we never will, but will fire the palace. 

Men. What! wilt thou destroy the home of thy 
ancestors ? 

Or. To prevent thee getting it I will, offering this 
maid in .sacrifice upon its flames. 

Men. Kill her, for thou wilt be punished by me 
for such a murder. 

Or. Agreed. 

Men. No, no! refrain! 

Or. Silence! thy sufferings arc just; endure them. 

Men. Pray, is it just that thou shouldst live? 

Or. And rule a kingdom, yes. 

Men. A kingdom— where? 

Or. Here in Pelasgian Argos. 

Men. Thou art so well qualified to handle sacred 
water! 

Or. And, pray, why not ? 

Men. And to slay victims before battle! 

Or. Well, art thou ? 

Men. Yes, my hands are clean. 

Or. But not thy heart. 

Men. Who would speak to thee? 

Or. Every man that loves his father. 

Men. And the man who honours his mother? 

Or. He’s a happy man. 

Men. Thou didst not honour thine, at any rate. 

Or. No, for I delight not in your wicked women. 
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Men. Remove that sword from my daughter’s 
throat. 

Or. Thou art wrong. 

Men. What! wilt slay her? 

Or. Right once more. 

Men. Ah me! what can I do? 

Or. Go to the Argivcs and persuade them— 

Men. To what? 

Or. Entreat the city that we may not die. 

Men. Otherwise, will ye slay my child ? 

Or. That is the alternative. 

Men. Alas for thee, Helen! 

Or. And is it not “alas!” for me? 

Men. I brought her back from Troy only for thee 
to butcher. 

Or. Would I had! 

Men. After troubles innumerable. 

Or. Except where I was concerned. 

Men. Dreadful treatment mine! 

Or. The reason being thy refusal to help me 
then? 

Men. Thou hast me there. 

Or. Thy own cowardice has. {Calling from the roof 
to electra) Ho there! fire the palace from beneath, 
Electra; and, Pylades, my trusty friend, kindle the 
parapet of yonder walls. {The palace is seen to be 
ablaze^ 

Men. Help, help, ye Danai! gird on your harness 
and come, ye dwellers in knightly Argos! for here is 
a fellow trying to wrest his life from your whole 
city, though he has caused pollution by shedding 
his mother’s blood. 

APOLLO appears in the clouds with iielen. 

Apollo. Mcnelaus, calm thy excited mood; I am 
Phoebus, the son of Latona, who draw nigh to call 
thee by name, and thou no less, Orestes, who, sword 
in hand, art keeping guard on yonder maid, that 
thou mayst hear what I have come to say. Helen, 
whom all thy eagerness failed to destroy, when thou 
wert seeking to anger Mcnelaus, is here as ye see in 
the enfolding air, rescued from death instead of slain 
by thee. *Twas I that saved her and snatched her 
from beneath thy sword at the bidding of her father 
Zeus; for she his child must put on immortality, 
and take her place with Castor and Polydeuces in 
the bosom of the sky, a saviour to mariners. Choose 
thee then another bride and take her to thy home, 
for the gods by means of Helen’s loveliness em- 
broiled Troy and Hellas, causing death thereby, 
that they might lighten mother Earth of the out- 
rage done her by man’s excessive population. Such 
is Helen’s end. 

But as for thee, Orestes, thou must cross the 
frontier of this land and dwell for one whole year on 
Parrhasian soil, which from thy flight thither shall 
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be called the land of Orestes by Azanians andAr- 
cadians; and when thou returnest thence to the city 
of Athens, submit to be brought to trial by “the 
Avenging Three” for thy mother’s murder, for the 
gods will be umpires between you and will pass a 
most righteous sentence on thee upon the hill of 
Ares, where thou art to win thy case. Likewise, it 
is ordained, Orestes, that thou shalt wed Hermione, 
at whose neck thou art pointing thy sword ; Neop- 
tolemus shall never marry her, though he thinks he 
will; for his death is fated to o’ertake him by a Del- 
phian sword, when he claims satisfaction of me for 
the death of his father Achilles.^ Bestow thy sister’s 
hand on Pylades, to whom thou didst formerly 
promise her; the life awaiting him henceforth is one 
of bliss. 

Mcnelaus, leave Orestes to rule Argos; [go thou 
and reign o’er Sparta, keeping it as the dowry of a 
wife, who till this day ne’er ceased exposingWhee to 
toils innumerable. Between Orestes and t^e citi- 
zens, I, who forced his mother’s murder on hiha, will 
bring about a reconciliation. 

Or. Hail to thee, prophetic Loxias, for these thy 
utterances! Thou art not a lying prophet after all, 
but a true seer; and yet there came a dreadful 
thought into my heart that it was some fiend I had 
listened to, when I seemed to hear thy voice; but 
all is ending well, and I obey thy word. There! I 
release Hermione from a violent death and agree to 
make her my wife whenever her father gives con- 
sent. 

Men. All hail, Helen, daughter of Zeus! I wish 
thee joy of thy home in heaven’s happy courts. 

To thee, Orestes, I betroth my daughter accord- 
ing to the word of Pheebus, and good luck attend 
thee, a noble wooer nobly wived, and me the parent 
of thy bride! 

Ap. Repair each one of you to the place appointed 
by me; reconcile all strife. 

Men. Obedience is a duty. 

Or. I think so too, Mcnelaus; so here I make a 
truce with sorrow and with thy oracles, O Loxias. 

Ap. Go your ways, and honour Peace, most fair of 
goddesses; I, meantime, will escort Helen to the man- 
sions of Zeus, soon as I reach the star-lit firmament. 
There, seated side by side with Hera and Hebe, the 
bride of Heracles, she shall be honoured by men 
with drink-offerings as a goddess for ever, sharing 
with those Zeus-born sons of Tyndareus their em' 
pire o’er the sea, for the good of mariners. 

Ch. Hail! majestic Victory, still in thy keeping 
hold my life and ne’er withhold the crown! 

Exeunt omnes. 

^Cf. Andromache 11 . 1085, seq. 
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IPHIGENIA AMONG THE TAURI 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Iphigenia Herdsman 

Orestes Thoas» King of the Tauri 

Pylades Messenger 

Chorus of Captive Women, Athena 
from Hellas 


On the sea-shore, in the Tauric Chersonese, near 
a temple of Artemis. Enter Iphigenia. 

Iphigenia. Pelops, the son of Tantalus, came to 
Pisa with swift steeds and won his bride, the daugh- 
ter of CEnomaus, who bare Atrcus to him; Atreus 
had issue Menclaus and Agamemnon ; and I am Aga- 
memnon’s child, Iphigenia, by the daughter of Tyn- 
darcus, the maid whom *tis thought my father of- 
fered to Artemis for the sake of Helen in the famous 
bay of Aulis, hard by the eddies which Euripus turn- 
cth ever to and fro before the changing breeze, as 
he rolls along his deep dark wavx; for there it was 
that king Agamemnon gathered a fleet of a thousand 
ships from Hellas, wishing his Achaeans to win the 
fair crown of victory over Ilium and avenge the 
outrage offered to Helen’s marriage- vow, all for the 
sake of Mcnelaus. But when, owing to foul weather, 
he could not get a favouring wind, he had recourse 
to the diviner’s flame, and this was what Calchas 
told him: “O Agamemnon, captain of this host of 
Hellas, no chance hast thou of unmooring thy ships, 
till Artemis has received thy daughter Iphigenia in 
sacrifice; for thou didst vow to offer to the goddess 
of light the fairest thing the year produced. Now 
thy wife Clytaemnestra has given birth to a daughter 
in thy house, whom thou must sacrifice,” ascribing 
to me the title of “fairest”; and by the arts of Odys- 
seus they took me from my mother’s side, on the 
pretext of wedding me to Achilles; but, w'hen I 
reached Aulis, I was seized, poor maid, and lifted 
high above the pyre; I saw the sword in act to strike, 
when Artemis stole me out of the Achaeans’ hands, 
leaving a hind in my place; and she carried me 
through the radiant air and set me to dwell here in 
the land of the Tauri, where a barbarian is king over 
barbarians, e’en Thoas, whose name is due to his 
fleetness, for swift as a bird on the wing he speeds 
his course. He made me priestess in the temple here; 
and this is why, in accordance with the observances 
of a festival in which the goddess Artemis delights, 
a festival fair only in name — but I say no more from 
fear of that deity; for I sacrifice each son of Hellas 
who touches at these shores, this being the custom 
in the city even before I came; I begin the rite, but 
the awful act of slaughter belongs to others inside 
the shrine of the goddess. 
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Strange visions the past night brought me, which 
I will tell to the air, if there is really any help in 
that. As I slept, melhought I had escaped this land 
and was once more in Argos, sleeping in the midst of 
my maidens, when lo! the surface of the ground was 
shaken by an earthquake; whereat 1 fled, and, stand- 
ing outside the house, I saw its coping falling and 
the whole building dashed in ruin from roof to base. 
Only one column, melhought, of my father’s halls 
was left standing, and from its capital it let stream 
the auburn hair and took a human longue; and I, 
observant of the murderous craft I practise against 
strangers, began sprinkling it, as it had been a vic- 
tim, weeping the while. 

Now this is my interpretation of the dream: Ores- 
tes is dead; ’twas for him 1 began the rites; for son 
are the pillars of a house, and death is the lot of all 
whom once my lustral waters sprinkle. Again, I can- 
not fix the dream upon my friends, for Strophius 
had no son at the time I was called to die. Now 
therefore 1 mean to pour a drink-offering to my 
brother who is far from me here, for this I can do, 
with the help of the maidens from Hellas whom the 
king has given me as attendants. But wherefore are 
they not yet here? 1 will enter the courts of the 
goddess’s temple, where 1 dwell. Exit iphigenia. 

Enter orestes and pylades. 

Orestes. {Entering cautiously) Take care and see 
whether there is any one in the road. 

Pylades. 1 am doing so, keeping a careful look-out 
in every direction. 

Or. Thinkest thou, Pylades, this is the abode of 
the goddess towards which we steered our sea-borne 
barque from Argos ? 

Py. I think it is, Orestes; and thou must share my 
opinion. 

Or. And is that the altar, o’er which the blood of 
Hellenes trickles ? 

Py. Its edges at any rate are discoloured with 
blo^-stains. 

Or. Dost see a string of .spoils just beneath the 
coping ? 

Py. Aye, trophies of strangers who have been mur- 
dered. 

Or. Well, we must cast our eyes all round and 
keep a good look-out. 

Ah, Phoebus! why have thy oracles brought me 



S8nt^ 

once more into this strait, after I had avenged the 
blood of my sire by slaying my mother? An exile 
from hearth and home, I was persecuted by relays 
of avenging fiends, completing many a lengthy 
course. So I went and questioned thee how to find 
an end to the whirling madness and distress I was 
enduring in ranging up and down through Hellas; 
and thy answer was that I should seek the confines 
of the Taurian land, where Artemis thy sister has 
her altars, and take from thence an image of the 
goddess, which fell from heaven, so men say, into 
her temple there; then when I had secured it by 
craft or luck maybe, when every risk was run, I was 
to present it to the land of Athens. Beyond this 
naught was said; that done, I was to have relief from 
trouble. So in obedience to thy bidding I have come 
hither to a strange and cheerless shore. 

Now, Pylades, as my partner in this hard em- 
prise, I ask thee, what are we to do ? for thou seest 
the height of these encircling walls. Shall wc mount 
the steps leading to the building ? how then escape 
detection? or can we force the brazen bolts with 
levers, when we know nothing about them ? If we 
are caught trying to open the doors or plotting an 
entrance, we shall be slain; ere that let us escape upon 
our ship, wherein we sailed hither. 

Py. Flight is intolerable; we are not used to it; 
and the god*s oracle must not be slighted ; but let us 
quit the temple and hide ourselves in some cavern, 
washed by the sea’s black tide, apart from our ship, 
lest some one see it and tell the rulers, and we be 
then seized by force. But when the eye of darksome 
night appears, we must e’en dare to take the pol- 
ished image from the shrine, bringing all our craft 
to bear on it. Look there between the rafters, where 
an empty space is left by which to lower oneself. 
’Tis well; the brave can face hardship, but cowards 
arc never of any account. What! shall we, after toil- 
ing at the oar so long and far, turn back again and 
leave the goal ? 

Or. Well said! obedience is my cue. Wc must find 
some spot where we can both hide ourselves out of 
sight; for assuredly the god will not be the cause of 
his own oracle falling fruitless to the ground; cour- 
age is all that is required, for the young have no 
excuse for shirking toil. 

Exeunt orestes and pylades. 

Enter iphigenia and chorus. 

Chorus, Hush! a solemn silence! ye dwellers on 
the double clashing rocks that guard the Euxine sea! 

All hail, Latona’s child, Dictynna, goddess of the 
hills! to thy court I guide my steps in maiden saint- 
liness, to thy gilded dome with beauteous colon- 
nades, to wait on her that keeps thy keys in holy 
trust, bidding fiirewell for this to the embattled walfis 
of Hellas, the land of horses, to Eurotas with its 
meadows ’mid the trees, where stood my father’s 
house. 

I am here; what news? why so thoughtful ? where- 
fore hast thou summoned me to the temple? O 
daughter of him who sought the towers of Troy 
with the famous fleet of a thousand ships and their 
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crews of countless warriors, gathered by the noble 
sons of Atreus! 

Ip, My handmaids, ye find me busied with most 
wdtul dirges, dismal strains ne’er uttered by the 
Muse, as I mourn a kinsman dead, ah me! for this is 
the trouble that has befallen me; I am weeping for 
my brother reft of life, so sure the vision I beheld in 
the darkness of the night just past. 

Undone! undone! Ah me! my father’s house is 
now no more; our race is dead and gone. Woe! woe 
for the troubles in Argos! Out on thee, destiny! that 
robbest me of my only brother, sending him to Ha- 
des; for him I am about to pour this offering on the 
lap of earth, a cup for the departed dead— milk of 
mountain-roving kinc, a draught of Bacchus’ own 
drink, and what the russet bees have garuered by 
their toil— the soothing gift which custom feives the 
dead. \ 

{To a servant) Hand me the solid urn of wd, the 
death-god’s drink-offering. ^ 

Scion of Agamemnon’s line beneath the earth! to 
thee as dead 1 send these gifts; accept them thus, for 
I shall never bring thee at thy tomb my golden locks 
or tears; for very far I dwell from the land 6f our 
fathers, where men thought this luckless maiden 
died beneath the knife. 

Ch, Lady, to thee will I now pour out an answer- 
ing strain, an eastern dirge that wails in foreign key, 
a litany of woe, chanted o’er the dead in mourning, 
a song of Hades’ singing, wherein the paean plays no 
part. 

Woe for the royal house of the Atridae! its light is 
quenched. Woe for their ancestral home! Who of 
all the prosperous kings in Argos shall rule o’er it? 
Trouble born of trouble darteth on it; and the sun- 
god with winged careering steeds turned from his 
place and changed his light divine. Woe on woe, and 
death on death, with anguish unto anguish added, 
has come upon this house, all for a golden lamb; 
from this source vengeance made its way into the 
family for those who were slain before of the race of 
Tantalus; while against thee Fate is eager in the pur- 
suit of mischief. 

Ip, Bitter to me from the very first the fate of my 
mother’s marriage; from the first on that night I 
was conceived, the goddesses, who rule men’s des- 
tiny, strove to make my childhood hard. I was the 
first fair babe she bore in her marriage-bower, that 
hapless daughter of Leda whom all Hellas wooed, 
born and reared by her to be the victim of my fa- 
ther’s despite, a joyless offering, when, to pay his 
vow, they brought me in a chariot drawn by steeds 
and set me on the strand of Aulis to be the bride— 
ah! bride of sorrow— to the Nereid’s son. But now 
beside the ruthless sea I make my cheerless home, 
an alien, torn from home and friends, with none to 
call me wife or mother; never singing Hera’s praise, 
my queen in Argos, nor ’mid the merry whirr of 
looms broidering with the shuttle a picture of Athen- 
ian Pallas and the Titans, but staining altars instead 
with the streaming blood of doomed strangers, whose 
moans and tears are piteous, no theme for minstrel’s 
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lyre. Of them I am not thinking now, but I weep 
for my brother, dead in Argos, even for Orestes the 
heir to the Argive throne, whom 1 left a babe un- 
weaned, an infant in his mother's arms, still hanging 
at her breast. 

Ch, Behold, a herdsman is come from the beach 
to bring thee tidings. 

Enter herdsman. 

Herdsman, Daughter of Agamemnon and Cly taem- 
ncstra hearken to the news I have to tell. 

Ip, Why, what is here to interrupt our present 
conversation ? 

He, Two youths, escaping on a ship, have reached 
the misty coast of the Symplegades, a grateful sac- 
rifice for thee to offer to the goddess Artemis. Haste 
then to make all ready, the lustral water and the 
opening rites. 

Ip. Whence come they ? what is the name of these 
strangers' country ? 

He. They arc from Hellas; that is all I know, noth- 
ing further. 

Ip. Didst thou not even catch the strangers' names, 
so that thou canst tell me ? 

He. Pylades one called the other. 

Ip. And the stranger's comrade, what was his 
name? 

He. That no one knows; for we never heard it. 

Ip. Where were ye, when ye saw and captured 
them? 

He. Upon the extreme edge of the cheerless sea. 

Ip, Pray, what were herdsmen doing by the sea ? 

He. We had gone to wash our cattle in its briny 
spray. 

Ip. Return to that other point; where did ye take 
them, and how ? for this is what I wish to know. 

'Tis long since strangers came, and our goddess' 
altar has not been crimsoned all that while with 
streams of Hellene blood. 

He. We were just driving our cattle from their 
woodland pastures to yonder sea which flows be- 
tween “the Clashing Rocks," where is a certain hol- 
low cleft, scooped by the rush of the tide, a shelter 
used by purple-fishers, when a herdsman of our com- 
pany saw two young men, and, coming back to us 
on tiptoe, he said, “Do ye not see them ? there are 
deities seated yonder." Then one of us, a god-fearing 
man, lifted up his hands and, looking towards them, 
prayed thus: “Lord Palaemon, son of the nymph 
Leucothea, in whose keeping are all ships, have mercy 
on us! whether ye twain now seated on the beach 
are ‘the Twin Brethren' or darlings of father Nereus, 
who begot that lovely choir of fifty Nereids." 

But another, with a reckless disregard of what is 
right, scoffed at his prayers, and would have it that 
they were shipwrecked mariners sheltering in the 
gully for fear of our custom, having heard how we 
sacrifice strangers in this land. 

Now most of us, thinking he was right, determined 
to hunt them for the goddess, victims such as our 
country offers. Meantime one of the two strangers, 
leaving the rocky cave, suddenly stood still and fell 
to shaking his head wildly up and down and groan- 
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ing loudly, trembling to his very fingertips in a 
frenzied fit, and shouting like a hunter, “There! Py- 
lades, dost see her? there! dost see her now, the hell- 
ish snake, how eager she is for my blood, with her 
fearsome vipers all agape to bite me ? and yet a third, 
who belches fire and death, wings her way to a rocky 
height with my mother in her arms, to hurl her 
thence upon me. Oh, horror! she will kill me; where 
am I to fly ?" 

We could not see these weird shapes, but he mis- 
took the lowing of cows and the barking of dogs for 
the sounds which he sjiid the fiends were uttering in 
imitation of them. Now we were sitting huddled 
together in silence, as doomed men, when lo! he 
drew his sword, and, rushing like a lion into the 
midst of the heifers, fell to slashing at their flanks 
and plunging his sword in their sides, thinking he 
was thus warding off the vengeful gcxldesscs, so that 
the surface of the sea broke out in clots of gore. We 
meantime, seeing our cattle harried and slain, began 
to arm us, one and all, blowing the while on curved 
shells and calling the people of the place together, 
and very soon we were gathered in full force; but 
then the stranger left his sudden fit, and, foaming 
at the mouth, he falls; we, seeing him fallen so op- 
portunely, set-to, each man of us, to hurl and smite 
at him, but the other of that pair wiped the foam 
from his lips and was careful of his body, holding 
out his finely-woven robe to cover him, watching 
anxiously for threatened wounds and ministering to 
his friend most tenderly. Suddenly the mad-man 
recovering his senses sprang up from where he fell 
and was ware of the surging press of foes and of the 
nearness of that calamity which is upon them now, 
and he gave one groan, but w’e the while ne'er ceased 
pelting them from every side with right goodwill; 
whereon we heard this fearful order given, “Pylades, 
we have to die; see that it be with honour; draw 
thy sword and follow me." 

But when we saw the brandished blades of our 
two enemies, we took to flight and were filling the 
rocky glens; still, if one or two did fly, the rest kept 
up a vigorous fire at them, and if perchance they 
drove these off, the party, which was giving way at 
first, set-to stoning them again. This sounds incred- 
ible, but not a man of all the crowd that threw suc- 
ceeded in hitting the goddess’s victims. At last how- 
ever we mastered them— not by bravery, 'tis true— 
but, surrounding them completely, we contrived to 
knock the swords from their hands with stones, and 
they sank to the ground through fatigue; at once 
we bring them to our monarch, who no sooner sees 
them than he despatches them to thee to purify and 
sacrifice. Be thy prayer, maiden, that such strangers 
may be forthcoming for thy offering; go on slaying 
men like these, and Hellas will make atonement for 
thy own blood, expiating that sacrifice in Aulis. 

Ch. A strange story thou tellcst about this waif, 
whoever he is, that is come from the land of Hellas 
to the cheerless sea. 

Ip. Enough! go, bring the strangers hither; while 
I will see to what is needed here. Exit herdsman* 
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Alas, my suffering heart! in days gone by thou homes in eager rivalry ? for hope, fond hope, appears 

wert always kind and compassionate towards stran> to man's undoing, insatiate in the hearts of those 

gers, paying their kindred race the tribute of a tear, who carry home a load of wealth, wanderers they 

whenever thou hadst Hellenes in thy power; but across the main, visitors to foreign towns in idle ex- 
now, by reason of dreams which have made me cruel pcctation. Some there are whose thoughts of wealth 

from thinking that Orestes is no longer alive, ye will are not timed right, and some who find it come to 

find my heart hardened, whoe’er ye are that have them. 

arrived. So then this also is a true saying, friends. How did they pass those clashing rocks or the 
and I experience it; “The unfortunate, having once restless beach of Phineus, racing along the sea-beat 

known prosperity themselves, bear no kind feelings strand o’er the breakers of Ocean’s queen, before 
towards their luckier neighbours.” the breeze that filled their sails, to the land where 

No breeze from Zeus hath ever blown, nor vessel choirs of fifty Nereid maids circle in the dance and 

sailed, which might have carried Helen hither from sing— the rudder steady at the stern and whistling 

her course between “the clashing rocks”— Helen, to the breath of south-west wind or zephyr, on to 

my bane, and Menelaus with her — that so I might that gleaming strand, where fowls in plenty roost, 

have taken vengeance on them, putting Aulis here to the fair race-course of Achilles along the cheerless 

to balance Aulis there, where Danaid chiefs with sea? •* : 

brutal violence were for slaughtering me like a heifer. Oh! that chance would bring Helen, theldarling 
my own father being the priest. child of Leda, hither on her way from TroVtown, 

Oh! I can never forget that hideous scene, the as my lady prayed, that she might have tHp fatal 

many times I strained my hands to touch his beard, water sprinkled round her hair and die by mW mis- 

and how I clung to my father’s knees and cried, tress’ knife, paying to her a proper recompense! 

“ *Tis to a sorry wedding I am brought by thee, my What joy to hear the welcome news that some 

sire; e’en now while thou art slaying me, my mother mariner from Hellas had landed here, to end the 

and the Argive maids are singing my marriage-hymn, sufferings of my bitter bondage! Oh! to set foot, if 

and our house is filled with music; but I am dying only in a dream, in my father’s home and city, a 

all the time, slain by thee. Hades, it seems, and not luxury sweet sleep affords, a pleasure shared by us 

the son of Peleus was the Achilles thou didst offer with wealth! 

me as lord, having brought me in thy chariot to a £«/eroRESTEs and PYhADEs^ guarded. 

bloody wedding by a trick.” A fine-spun veil was But see where the prisoners twain approach, their 
o’er my eyes, so I never took my brother in my hands fast bound with chains, new victims for our 

arms— that brother now no more— nor kissed my goddess. Silence now, my friends! for those choice 

sister on the lips from modesty, as if it were for offerings from Hellas are now close to the temple, 

Peleus* halls that 1 was bound; but many a fond ca- and it was no false news the herdsman announced, 
ress I kept in store for the future, believing I should Thou awful queen! if by such acts this city wins 
yet return to Argos. thy favour, accept its sacrifice, not sanctioned by 

Ah! Orestes, woe is thee! if thou art dead; from Hellenes, though openly offered by our custom, 
what a glorious lot and envied heritage art thou cut Enter iphigenia. 

off! I blame these subtle quibbles of our goddess; Ip. Ah, well! my first thought must be the due 
say a man has spilt another’s blood or even come in performance of the goddess’s service, 
contact with a labouring woman or a corpse, she Loose the hands of the strangers; they are now 
bars him from her altars, counting him unclean, and devoted and must not be chained; then enter the 

yet herself delights in human sacrifice. It cannot be temple and make ready, whatever present need re- 
that Leto, bride of Zeus, ever bore so senseless a quires or custom ordains. {Exit guards.) 
daughter. No! for my part I put no credit in that {Turning to the prisoners) Ah! who was the mother 
banquet served by Tantalus to the gods, to believe that bare you? your father, who was he? or your 
that they felt pleasure in devouring a child; rather sister, if haply ye had one? of what a gallant pair of 

I suspect that the natives of this land, being canni- brothers will she be bereft! Who knows on whom 

bals themselves, impute this failing to their deity; such strokes of fate will fall ? for all that Heaven 

for I cannot believe that any god is such a sinner. decrees, proceeds unseen, and no man knoweth of 

Exit. the ills in store; for Fate misleads us into doubtful 

Ch. Ye dim dark rocks where meet the seas, o’er paths, 
whose forbidding billows lo crossed, driven from Whence come ye, hapless strangers? for long as 
Argos by the winged gad-fly, passing from Europe to ye have been in sailing hither, so shall ye be long 

the strand of Asia! who can these be that left the absent from your homes, aye for ever in that world 

fair waters of Eurotas, with green beds of reeds, or below. 

Dirce’s holy streams, to tread this savage soil, where Or. Woman, whoe’er thou art, why weep’st thou 
the daughter of Zeus bedews her altars and col- thus, or why distress us at the thought of our im- 

umned fanes with blood of men? Can they have pending doom? No wise man I count him, who, 

sped a chariot of the deep across the waves with when death looms near, attempts to quell its terrors 

oars of pine, dashed in on either side, before the by piteous laments, nor yet the man who bewails 

breeze that ^Is the sail, heaping up riches for their the Death-god’s arrival, when he has no hope of 
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rescue; for he makes two evils out of one; he lets 
himself be called a fool and all the same he dies; he 
should let his fortune be. Weep not thou for us, for 
well we know what rites are offered here. 

Ip, Which of you bears the name of Pyladcs, as 
they called it here? This is what I wish to learn first. 

Or. This is he, if the knowledge really gives thee 
any pleasure. 

Ip. What state in Hellas calls him son ? 

Or. What canst thou gain by learning this, lady? 

Ip. Are ye brothers, the sons of one mother ? 

Or. Brothers in friendship, not in blood. 

Ip. What name did the author of thy being give 
thee? 

Or. I might with justice be called “Misfortune.” 

Ip. That is not what I ask; refer that to chance. 

Or. If I die nameless, I shall not be mocked. 

Ip. Why grudge me this? Art so exceeding proud ? 

Or. ’Tis my body, not my name, that thou wilt 
sacrifice. 

Ip. Wilt thou not even tell me the name of thy 
city? 

Or. No, for thy inquiry boots me not, seeing I am 
doomed to die. 

Ip. What hinders thee from granting me this boon ? 

Or. Glorious Argos is my home; I own it with 
pride. 

Ip. What! Argos? wert thou really born there, sir 
stranger ? 

Or. Aye, in Mycenae, so prosperous of yore. 

Ip. Was it as an exile or from what mischance that 
thou didst quit thy country? 

Or. An exile I am in a certain sense, not of my own 
free will, nor yet against it. 

Ip. And yet thy coming from Argos was welcome 
to me. 

Or. Not so to myself, but if thou art pleased, see 
to that thyself. 

Ip. Wilt tell me something that I wish to learn 
myself? 

Or. To serve as an appendix to my misery! 

Ip. Maybe thou hast some knowledge of Troy, 
which is spoken of everywhere. 

Or. Would God I knew it not so much as in a 
dream! 

Ip. They say that it is now no more, a city sacked. 

Or. Why, so it is; ye heard aright. 

Ip. Did Helen return to the house of Menelaus ? 

Or. Aye, that she did, to the sorrow of one I loved. 

Ip. Where is she now ? I too owe her a grudge. 

Or. She is living in Sparta with her first husband. 

Ip. O creature hateful in the eyes of Hellenes, not 
in mine alone! 

Or. I too have reaped some fruit of that woman’s 
marriages. 

Ip. Did the Achasans make good their return, as 
*tis rumoured ? 

Or. Thy question embraces everything at once. 

Ip. I would fain get an answer to it before thy 
death. 

Or. Put thy questions, since thou art bent on it; 
I will answer. 
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Ip. There was a seer Calchas—did he return from 
Troy ? 

Or. He was reported dead in Mycenae. 

Ip. Great queen! how well deserved! What of La- 
ertes* son ? 

Or. He has not yet returned, but *tis said he is 
still alive. 

Ip. Perdition seize him! ne’er may he reach home 
again! 

Or. Sparc thy curses; dire aflliction is his lot. 

Ip. Is the son of Thetis the Nereid still living? 

Or. No, dead; his marriageal Auliscamc lonaughl. 

Ip. Aye, *twas all a trick; at least they, who suf- 
fered by it, say so. 

Or. Why, who art thou? thy questions touching 
Hellas are so apt. 

Ip. I am from Hellas; but, when a child, I lost 
that home. 

Or. Then art thou right, lady, to long for news 
of it. 

Ip. What of that general, whom men style “the 
blest”? 

Or. Who is that ? The man of whom I wot is not 
among the blest. 

Ip. A prince called Agamemnon, said to be the 
son of At reus. 

Or. I knew him not; leave this theme, lady. 

Ip. 1 do entreat thee, no! but speak, fair sir, to 
gladden me. 

Or. He is dead, poor king! and has caused an- 
other’s death as well. 

Ip. Dead ? why, w'hat befell him ? woe is me! 

Or. Why that heavy sigh ? Was he related to thee? 

Ip. ’Tis for his former prosperity I grieve. 

Or. And rightly too, for he came to a fearful end 
at a woman’s hands. 

Ip. O the piteous fate of that murderess and her 
victim! 

Or. Prithee, cease and ask no more. 

Ip. Only this; is the wretched victim’s wife alive? 

Or. No, dead; her son— the child she bore — he 
slew her. 

Ip. O house sore troubled! What could he his ob- 
ject ? 

Or. Vengeance on her for his father’s death. 

Ip. Alas for him! how well he exacted his evil 
justice. 

Or. Spite of his justice, he has no luck at Heaven’s 
hand. 

Ip. Did Agamemnon leave any other issue in his 
halls? 

Or. Yes, one maiden child, Electra. 

Ip. What! is no mention made of a daughter who 
was sacrificed ? 

Or. No, none, except that she has closed her eyes 
upon the light. 

Ip. Ah, woe is her and him that slew her, her own 
sire! 

Or. In a thankless cause she died— the cause of a 
wicked woman. 

Ip. Is the son of the murdered man still alive at 
Argos? 
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Or. Alive he is, unhappy wretch, and wandering Or. Who gives the fatal blow? if I may ask thee 
without a home. this. 

Ip. Begone, ye lying dreams, proved worthless /p. Inside this building are men, whose office this is. 

after all! Or. What kind of tomb will await me, when I am 

Or. Even the gods, who at least bear the title of dead ? 

wise, prove no less false than flitting dreams; in Ip. The sacred fire within and a gaping chasm in 

things divine as well as human, contusion reigns; the rock. 

and *tis only one cause of grief, when a man, through Or. Ah! would that a sister’s hand could lay me 

no folly of his own but from obeying the dictates of out! 

prophets, is ruined, as ruined he is in the judgment Ip. An idle prayer, poor wretch! whoever thou 
of those who know. art, for her home lies far from this savage shore. Still, 

Ch. Ah, well-a-day! and what is the fate of our as thou art an Argive, I will not let thee want for 

dear fathers? are they still alive, or dead? who can aught that is in my power; I will place in thy grave 

tell ? good store of ornament and quench thy charred re- 

Ip. Listen, sirs, for I have hit upon a plan, I think, mains with yellow olive oil and will pour upon thy 

to further your interests and my own at the same pyre the nectar sucked from many a flower by russet 

time; and this is the best guarantee of success, if all mountain beev | 

approve the same object. Wouldst thou, were I to I go now to fetch my letter from the goddess’s 
spare thee, return to Argos for me with a message to temple; yet regard not this ill-will as mine. \ 
my friends there, and carry them a letter, written Watch them, guards, without binding tnem. It 
by a captive out of pity for me; for he regarded not may be I shall send unlooked-for tidings to airiend 

mine as the hand that slew him, but held our custom in Argos, even to him whom most I love, aiid the 

answerable for his death, such being the view our letter announcing that they live, whom he thinks 

goddess takes of justice ? For I had no one to return dead, will confirm the message of joy. ' 

to Argos with my message and convey my letter to Exit iphigenia. 

some friend of mine, if spared; but as thou seemest Ch. (To orestes) I weep for thee, the victim of 
to be a man of no mean breeding and knowest My- her fatal sprinkling. 

cenae and the persons I mean, accept thyself the Or. Nay, there is nothing here for tears; rather 
means of rescue, earning a noble wage—thy safety rejoice, ye lady strangers. 

for a scrap of writing; but thy friend must be parted Ch. (To pylades) I give thee joy, young sir, on 
from thee and offered to the goddess, for this is our thy happy fortune, in that thou wilt tread thy na- 
city’s stern decree. tive soil. 

Or. A fair proposal, lady stranger, save in one re- Py. No cause surely to envy a man, when his 

spect . That he should have to bleed is a heavy weight friends are dying ! 

upon my heart; for ’tis I who steer this troubled CA. Alas, cruel mission! 

craft; he but sails with me to save my toil. Wherefore Woe is thee! thy doom is sealed. Ah! which of the 

it is not right that I should pleasure thee on terms pair is the more undone ? My mind is still distraught 
that seal his doom, while I escape myself from trou- with two-fold doubt whether to mourn for thee or 

ble. No! be this the way; give him the letter; for he thee the more. 

will convey it to Argos, and so thy end is served; Or. Prithee, Pylades, art thou in like case with 
but let who will slay me. Foul shame were it for a myself? 

man to plunge his friends into trouble and escape Py. I know not; thy question finds me with no 
himself; and this man is a friend, whose life I prize answer ready. 

as highly as my own. Or. Who is this maid ? How like a daughter of 

Ip. Heroic spirit! what a noble stock was thine! Hellas she questioned us of the toils at Troy and the 

how true thou art to friends! Oh, may the last sur- Achaeans’ return, of Calchas the clever augur and 

vivor of my race prove such another! for I, too, sirs, famous Achilles! what pity she expressed tor Am- 

am not left brotherless; only I see him not. memnon’s fate, and how she pressed me about his 

This being thy wish, I will send him to carry the wife and children! This stranger maid is haply an 

letter, and thou shalt die; but thy goodwill towards Argive by descent; else would she never have been 

him must be something great ! sending a letter and inquiring so straitly about these 

Or. But who will offer me and dare that awful matters, as if she shared herself in the welfare of 

deed ? Argos. 

Ip. Myself; for this is the office I hold of the god- Py. Thou hast forestalled me slightly, but for all 
dess. that thy conclusions are the same, except on one 

Or. A sad unenviable task, fiiir maid. point; all of course who have ever had dealings with 

Ip. But I am the slave of necessity, whose law I others hear about the misfortunes of kings. But there 

must observe. was quite another theme she discussed. 

Or. Is this the hand— this woman’s hand— that Or. What was that? divulge it to me and thou 

draws the knife on men ? mayest understand it better. 

Ip. Not that, but round thy brow I shall sprinkle Py. It is shameful that I should live and thou be 
lustra! water. slain; as I shared thy voyage, so ought 1 to share thy 
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death; else shall I get a name for cowardice and 
knavery through Argos and in all the vales of Pho- 
cis; and the mob, being a host of knaves, will think 
that I betrayed thee and secured a return to my 
home only for myself, or haply that I murdered 
thee, while thy house was weak, devising destruc- 
tion for thee with a view to thy throne, as the hus- 
band of thy sister who would succeed. This then is 
what I fear; of this I am ashamed; and it needs must 
be my bounden duty to breathe my last with thee, 
slain by the same knife and burnt on the same pyre, 
as one who was thy friend and fears reproach. 

Or. Hush! my own sorrows I am bound to bear, 
and I will not double my burden of grief, when I 
may carry it single; for that grief and foul reproach 
of which thou speakest is mine, if I slay thee my 
fellow- toiler; for me, afflicted as I am by Heaven, 
’tis not amiss to leave this life; but thou art prosper- 
ous and thy home is pure of taint and sound, while 
mine is cursed alike by Heaven and destiny. So save 
thyself and get children of my sister, whom I gave 
thee to wife; thus will my name live on and my fa- 
ther’s house will never be blotted out through hav- 
ing no heir. Go hence and live; make my father’s 
house thy home; but when thou art come to Hellas 
and to chivalrous Argos, I charge thee by this right 
hand, heap up my grave and lay thereon memorials 
of me, and let my sister shed a tear and strew her 
tresses on my tomb; and tell her how I perished by 
an Argive maiden’s hand, consecrated at the altar 
by bloodshed. Forsake not my sister when thou seest 
thy new kin and my father’s house forlorn; and fare 
thee well, my best of friends, for so have I ever 
found thee, fellow hunter, foster-brother, that oft 
hast borne the burden of my sorrows! ’Twas Phoe- 
bus who deceived us by his prophecies; and so he 
has devised a trick to drive me as far as might be 
from Hellas, for very shame of his bygone oracles; 
for, after yielding up my all to him and obeying his 
word, even to the slaying of my mother, I find my- 
self undone in return. 

Py. A tomb shalt thou have, my luckless friend, 
nor will I ever prove false to thy sister; for Orestes 
dead will be e’en dearer to me than Orestes living. 
Still the god’s oracle hath not destroyed thee yet, 
albeit thou standest now at the gates of death; nay, 
but misfortune at her worst sometimes admits a 
thorough change. 

Or. Cease; the words of Phoebus are no help to 
me, for yonder comes the maiden from the temple. 

Enter iphigenia. 

/p. {To the guard) Hence! go help the ministers of 
death to make their preparations within. 

Here is my letter, sirs, with its many folded leaves; 
but listen to my further wishes. As no man is the 
same under affliction as when he has suddenly passed 
from fear to confidence, I am much afraid that when 
he, who is to carry the letter to Argos, is safely on 
his way from this land, he will make my message of 
no account. 

Or. What then wouldst thou? what is troubling 
thee? 
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Ip. Let him give me an oath that he will convey 
this writing to Argos to the friends I wish it to reach. 

Or. Wilt thou give him a similar oath in return ? 

Ip. What to do ? from what refrain ? tell me that. 

Or. To let him go forth alive from this savage 
land. 

Ip, Justly urged; for how else could he carry my 
message ? 

Or. But will the king agree to this? 

Ip. Yes, I will persuade him, and will myself put 
thy friend aboard. 

Or. Swear then {to pylades) ; and do thou dictate 
some solemn oath. 

Ip. {To pylades) Thou must promise to give this 
letter to my friends. 

Py. I will give this letter to thy friends. 

Ip. And I will send thee safe beyond those sombre 
rocks. 

Py. By which of the gods dost swear to this ? 

Ip. By Artemis, in whose temple 1 hold my hon- 
oured office. 

Py. And I by Heaven’s king, majestic Zeus. 

Ip. Suppose thou fail to keep this oath to my in- 
jury? 

Py. May I ne’er return! and thou— wliat if thou 
save me not ? 

Ip. May I never live to set foot in Argos! 

Py. Pray, hear me on u subject we have over- 
looked. 

Ip. Well, *tis not too late, provided it be oppor- 
tune. 

Py. Grant me one exemption; if aught happens to 
the ship and the letter goes down with the cargo 
in the waves and I save only myself, let this oath 
be no longer binding. 

Ip. Dost know what I will do? “Much adventure, 
much achieve.’’ I will tell thee all that is written in 
the leaves of this letter, so that thou mayst repeat it 
to my friends; yes, that insures its safety; on the one 
hand, suppose thou save the writing, the silent lines 
will of themselves tell its contents; whereas, if what 
is written here is lost at sea, thy safety will involve 
the safety of my message. 

Py. A good provision for thy own interests and 
me; but signify to whom I am to carry this letter to 
Argos and likewise the message 1 must repeat from 
thy lips. 

Ip. Go tell Orestes, the son of Agamemnon, “Thy 
sister Iphigenia, the victim of Aulis, sends thee this 
message, being still alive, though dead to all in Ar- 

— >» 
gos. 

Or. Iphigenia still alive! where? is she risen from 
the dead ? 

Ip. I, whom thine eyes behold, am she; distract 
me not by speaking. “Bear me to Argos, brother, 
ere I die, remove me from this savage land and from 
the goddess’s sacrifices at which 1 am appointed to 
slay strangers.*’ 

Or. Pylades, what am I to say ? where can wc be ? 

Ip. “Else will I become a curse to thy house, Ores- 
tes’’; {stopping to address pylades) thou hast heard 
the name twice to impress it on thee. 
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Or. Ye gods! 

Ip, Why invoke the gods in matters which only 
concern me ? 

Or. *Tis nothing ; read on ; my thoughts had strayed 
elsewhere. Perhaps if T question thee, 1 shall arrive 
at the truth. 

Ip. Tell him, the goddess Artemis saved my life 
by substituting a hind in my stead, which my father 
Sacrificed, when he thought he plunged the sharp 
knife in me; and she put me to dwell in this land. 

There is my message, and that is what is written 
in the letter. 

Py. How easy for me to observe the oath by which 
thou hast bound me! how fair thine own! I will 
make no long delay, but ratify what I have 
sworn. 

There I Orestes, I bring this letter and deliver it 
to thee from this lady, thy sister. 

Or. I accept it, but letting its folded pages wait 
awhile I will first indulge my joy, not in mere words. 
{Approaching to embrace iphigenia) My own dear 
sister! struck with wonder though I am, I yet will 
fold thee to my doubting heart and rejoice in my 
wondrous news. 

Ch. Thou hast no right, sir stranger, to pollute the 
handmaid of our goddess by throwing thy arms about 
her holy robes. 

Or. Oh! turn not from me, sister mine, sprung 
from Agamemnon like myself, now that thou hast 
found thy brother beyond all expectation. 

Ip. Found my brother in thee! A truce to this 
idle talk! Why, Argos and Nauplia are filled with 
his presence now. 

Or. Tliat is not where he dwells, poor maid. 

Ip. Can thy mother have been a daughter of Spar- 
tan Tyndareus? 

Or. Yes, and my father a grandson of Pelops. 

Ip. What dost thou say ? hast any proof to give 
me of this ? 

Or. I have; ask me something about our father’s 
home. 

Ip. Nay, ’tis surely for thee to speak, for me to 
answer. 

Or. Well, I will tell thee first a story I heard Elec- 
tra tell; knowest thou ought of a quarrel ’iwixt 
Atreus and Thyestes ? 

Ip. I have heard that they fell out about a golden 
lamb. 

Or. Canst thou remember broidering this on the 
fine texture of thy web ? 

Ip. Dearest brother! thou comest very near my 
heart. 

Or. Hast thou forgotten the picture on thy loom, 
the changing of the sun-god’s course ? 

Ip. That was the very pattern I embroidered with 
fine- woven thread! 

Or. Next, didst thou receive the bridal bath sent 
by thy mother to Aulis ? 

Ip. I have not forgotten; that marriage was not 
so happy as to take away the memory of it. 

Or. Once more, dost remember giving a lock of 
hair to be carried to thy mother ? 


Ip. Aye, as a memorial of myself for my tomb in 
place of my body. 

Or. Next will I name as proofs what I have seen 
myself; the ancient spear of Pelops in our father’s 
house, hidden away in thy maiden- bower, that spear 
he brandished in his hand to slay Q^nomaus and win 
Hippodamia, Pisa’s prize. 

Ip. Orestes, O my brother dear, dearer than aught 
else to me, I hold thee in my arms, my best-beloved, 
far from Argos, the home of our fathers. 

Or. And I hold thee, whom all thought dead; 
while tears, that are not tears of sorrow, with grief 
and joy commingling, bedew alike thy eyes and 
mine. 

Ip. I left thee in our halls a new-born babe, still 
in thy nurse’s grms, that fatal day. O blest lin for- 
tune past all words to tell! What can I sayr! These 
things have come upon us transcending woiider or 
description. \ 

Or. May we be happy together for the futuiip! 

Ip. Go(xl friends, I feel a strange unwonted joy; 
my only fear is that he will fly from my arms and 
soar away into the air. 

All hail, Cyclopean hearths and homes! my coun- 
try, dear Mycenae, hail! I thank thee, yea, I thank 
thee both for life and bringing up, for that thou 
hast reared my brother from his youth to be a light 
unto our house. 

Or. Lucky in our birth, sister, were we, but our 
life has not proved so lucky in its haps. 

Ip. Ah me! how well I recollect the day when 
my wretched father held the sword-blade at my 
throat! 

Or. Horrible! I seem to see thee there, though I 
was not present. 

Ip. I remember, brother, being taken away by 
trickery, as if to wed Achilles; no marriage-hymn 
was sung; but instead were tears and wailing at the 
altar. Woe for the water sprinkled on me there! 

Or. And I repeat, woe for our father’s reckless 
deed! 

Ip. ’Twas no true father meted out that fate to 
me, and now one trouble is following on another— 

Or. Yes, if thou hadst slain thy brother, hapless 
maid. 

Ip. By some god’s intervention. Oh! that I should 
have dared so dire a crime! Alas! brother, I ventured 
on a fearful deed; thou didst but just escape an un- 
holy doom, death at my hands. How' will the matter 
end? what will be my fate? what means can I dis- 
cover to convey thee hence from this murderous 
land to thy home in Argos, before the sword re- 
quires thy blood? Ah, suffering soul! ’tis thy busi- 
ness to devise a means for this. Wilt thou fly by 
land, not on shipboard, relying on thy speed of 
foot? Why, then thou wilt have death ever at thy 
elbow, as thou farest through savage tribes and over 
pathless ways; it must be the narrow passage ’twixt 
“the misty rocks’’ after all, a tedious course for ships 
to run. 

Ah me! a hapless lot is mine. What god or man or 
unforeseen event could bring about a happy release, 
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a deliverance from trouble for the two survivors of 
the house of Atreus ? 

Ch. This that I have seen with mine eyes, not 
merely heard men tell may rank with miracles; *iis 
stranger than fiction. 

Py. Orestes, it is natural for friends to embrace 
each other when they meet, but thou must leave 
lamenting and face that other question as well, how 
we are to escape from this savage land, with our 
safety honourably secured. For the wise man’s way, 
when once he gets a chance, is not to indulge in 
pleasures foreign to it, abandoning his fortune. 

Or. Thou art right; and fortune, I feel sure, is bent 
on helping our efforts here; for if a man exerts him- 
self, the gods naturally have greater power. 

Ip. {To PYLADEs) Thou shalt not stop me or pre- 
vent me from first inquiring how Rlectra fares; for 
any news of her will be welcome to me. 

Or. Here is her husband {pointing to pylades), 
with whom she leads a happy life. 

Ip. What is his country ? who his sire ? 

Or. His father’s name is Strophius, a Phocian. 

Ip. Why then, he is the son of Atreus* daughter 
and my kinsman ? 

Or. Thy cousin, yes; my one loyal friend. 

Ip. He was not born, when my father sought my 
life. 

Or. No, for Strophius had no son for some time. 

Ip. My sister’s husband, hail! 

Or. My saviour too and no mere kinsman. 

Ip. How didst thou bring thyself to that awful 
deed regarding our mother ? 

Or. Let us say nothing of the deed; ’twas my 
vengeance for my sire. 

Ip. What was her reason for slaying her husband ? 

Or. Forego our mother’s story; ’tis no tale for thy 
ears. 

Ip. I say no more; but does Argos now look up to 
thee ? 

Or. Menelaus is king, and I an exile from my 
country. 

Ip. Surely our uncle never so insulted our afflicted 
house ? 

Or. No, but the fear of the avenging fiends drives 
me from the land. 

Ip. Then that explains the story of thy madness 
even here upon the beach. 

Or. This is not the first time I have been seen in 
my misery. 

Ip. I understand; the goddesses were chasing thee 
on account of thy mother’s murder. 

Or. To put a bloody bridle in my mouth. 

Ip. But why was it to this land thou didst guide 
thy steps ? 

Or. I came obedient to an oracle of Phoebus. 

Ip. With what intent Is it a secret or may it be 
told ? 

Or. I will tell thee. All my sorrows date from this; 
after my mother’s punishment — of which I say noth- 
ing-had devolved on me, I was chased into exile 
by vengeful fiends in hot pursuit, till Loxias at last 
guided my footsteps to Athens to make atonement 
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to the unnamed goddesses; for there is there a holy 
tribunal, which Zeus set up one day to try Ares for 
some pollution, it is said. Now, on my arrival at 
Athens, not one of my fiicnds was ready to receive 
me at first, as a man abhorred by Heaven; after- 
wards they, who had pity on me, supplied me with 
stranger’s rheer at a table apart, being in the same 
room with me, but by their silence they contrived 
to exclude me from conversation, that I might keep 
aloof from their eating and drinking; and, filling 
each man’s cup with the same measure of wine for 
all, they were enjoying themselves. I meantime did 
not presume to question my hosts, but was sorrow- 
ing in silence and pretending not to notice it, though 
grieving bitterly that I was my mother’s murderer. 
Moreover, I hear that amongst the Athenians my 
misfortunes have become the occasion for a festival, 
and the custom yet survives of the people of Pallas 
honouring the pitcher. But when 1 came to Ares’ 
hill and stood my trial, I on one platform, the eldest 
of the vengeful fiends upon the other, Pherbus, hav- 
ing made his speech and heard the evidence about 
my mother’s murder, saved me by his testimony, 
and Pallas, counting out the votes in her hand, made 
them equal for me; so I came off triumphant in the 
murder- trial. I'hcreon as many of the avenging fiends 
as agreed with the verdict and were for settling 
there, resolved to have a temple close to the tribu- 
nal; but such of them as concurred not with the 
precedent, continued to persecute me in restless pur- 
suit, till once again I sought the hallowed soil of 
Phoebus, and stretching myself starving before his 
shrine, I swore to end my life then and there, unless 
he who had ruined me would find me salvation; 
whereupon the voice of Phoebus pealed from his 
golden tripod, and he sent me hither to fetch the 
image, which fell from heaven, and set it up in At- 
tica. Help me then to compass the means of safety 
he has appointed me; for if 1 can secure the image of 
the goddess, I shall not only cease from my mad fits, 
but setting out on well-rowed ship restore thee to 
Mycenae once again. Ah! my sister, well- beloved! 
preserve thy father’s house and send me hence in 
safety; for I and the fortunes of Pelops’ race are 
utterly undone, unless we secure the image of the 
goddess, that fell from heaven. 

Ch. Some god’s dire anger once burst forth against 
the seed of Tantalus, and it is leading them through 
trouble. 

Ip. It was long my eager wish, brother, even be- 
fore thy coming, to be at Argos and see thee face to 
face; and my desire is thine, to set thee free from 
suffering and restore my father’s stricken house, har- 
bouring no angry thoughts towards him who would 
have slain me; for so should I be spared thy blood 
and save my house; but how am I to elude the god- 
dess, and the king, when he finds the stone pedestal 
robbed of its image? That is my fear. How shall I 
escape death ? what account can I give ? If thou canst 
combine the acts of carrying off the image and plac- 
ing me upon thy gallant ship, the risk becomes worth 
running; but, once I am separated from it, I am lost. 
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although thou mayest succeed in thy enterprise and 
find a safe return; not that 1 shrink from death— if 
die I must— when I have saved thee; no, indeed! for 
a man*s loss from his family is felt, while a woman’s 
is of little moment. 

Or. I will never be thy murderer as well as my 
mother’s; enough that 1 have shed her blood! With 
thee I fain would live one life or dying share the 
self-same fate. For if I fall not here myself, I will 
take thee home, or else remain and die with thee. 
Hear my reasoning; were this opposed to the will of 
Artemis, how could Loxias have bidden me carry 
the image of the goddess to the citadel of Pallas? 
.... and see thy face; wherefore, putting all these 
facts together, I am hopeful of securing our return. 

Ip, How can we possibly escape death and likewise 
achieve our object? That is the weak point in our 
homeward route; that is what we must devise. 

Or. Could we contrive to kill the king ? 

Ip. That is a fearful risk, for new-comers to slay 
their hosts. 

Or. But we must run the risk, if it will save us. 

Ip. I commend your zeal, but you could not suc- 
ceed. 

Or. Well, suppose thou wert to hide me stealthily 
in yonder fane ? 

Ip. That we might avail ourselves of the darkness, 
I suppose, and escape ? 

Or. Yes, for darkness is the robber’s day; the light 
was made for truth. 

Ip. There are guards inside the temple, whom we 
cannot elude. 

Or. Alas! we are utterly undone; how are we to 
escape? 

Ip. I have hit upon a novel scheme, methinks. 

Or. Of what kind ? Impart thy thoughts to me, 
that I may know it too. 

Ip. I will make a cunning use of thy troubles. 

Or, No doubt thou wilt; women arc clever at in- 
venting tricks. 

Ip. I shall say thou art a matricide fresh from 
Argos. 

Or. Make use of my misfortunes, if it will serve 
thy turn. 

Ip. And I shall tell them thou art no proper sacri- 
fice for the goddess— 

Or. What reason canst thou give ? I half suspect. 

Ip. Because thou art unclean; whereas I must have 
what is pure to ofier. 

Or. And how does this bring the goddess’s image 
any nearer capture. 

Ip. It will be my wish to purify thee in fresh sea- 
water. 

Or. Still is the image left in the temple, and that 
was our object in sailing hither. 

Ip. I will say I must wash it also, as if thou hadst 
touched it. 

Or. But where? Is it a sea-filled creek thou mean- 
est? 

Ip. There where thy ship is riding at anchor, 
moored with ropes. 

Or. Will the image be in thy hands or some other’s ? 
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Ip. In mine, for I alone may touch it. 

Or. What part will Pyladcs have assigned him in 
the murder ? 

Iv. He will be described as having the same stain 
on his hands as thou hast. 

Or. Wilt thou do this unknown to the king or 
with his knowledge ? 

Ip. After persuading him, for I could never elude 
his vigilance. 

Or. Well, at any rate the ship is there with its oars 
ready to smite the waves. Thy business must it be 
to see that all else is well arranged. One thing alone 
is wanting, these ladies’ secrecy; implore them and 
find persuasive arguments; woman is gifted with a 
power of moving sympathy; and for the rest, all per- 
haps may turn out well. ; 

Ip. Dearest friends, I look to you; on you ^y for- 
tunes are hanging, whether for weal or woe, and loss 
of fatherland and brother and sister dear. A 

Be this the text of what I have to say— ou^ wo- 
manhood, with its kindly feeling towards mefobers 
of our sex, and our intense loyalty in preservii^ se- 
crets, that affect us all. For my sake hold your peace 
and help us might and main to escape; an honour to 
its owner is a trusty tongue. Now ye see how a single 
chance is left these three fast friends, either to re- 
turn to their fatherland or die here. If once my safety 
is secured, I will bring thee safe to Hellas, that thou 
mayst also share my fortune. To thee, and thee {ad' 
dressing different members of the chorus) I make my 
prayer by thy right hand; to thee by thy dear cheek, 
thy knees, and all thou prizest most at home, by 
father, mother, aye, and babes, if there be any moth- 
ers here. What say ye ? which of you assents to this 
and which refuses? Speak; for if ye agree not to my 
proposal, both I and my luckless brother are lost. 

Ch. Take heart, dear lady mine; only save thyself; 
for thou shalt find me dumb, wherever thou enjoin- 
est silence; so help me mighty Zeus! 

Ip. A blessing on you for those words! may happi- 
ness be yours! ’Tis now thy part and thine {to ores- 
TEs and PYLADEs) to enter the temple, for our mon- 
arch will soon be here, inquiring if the sacrifice of 
the strangers is over. 

Dread queen! that once didst save my life from 
my father’s hand and murder dire, save me now 
again, and these as well; else will the words of Loxias 
cease to be believed by men because of thee. Oh! 
be gracious and quit this savage shore for glorious 
Athens; for ’tis not right that thou shouldst live on 
here, when a city so blest may be thine. 

Exeunt iphigenia, orestes, and pylades. 

Ch. O bird by ocean’s rocky reefs! thou halcyon, 
that singest thy hard fate in doleful song, whose note 
the well-trained ear can catch, and know that thou 
art ever moaning for thy mate; with thee I match 
my tearful plaint, an unwineed songstress, longing 
for the gatherings of Hellas, for Artemis our help in 
childbirth, whose home is by the Cynthian hill with 
its luxuriant palm and sprouting bay and sacred 
shoots of olive pale, welcome to Latona in her tra- 
vail, beside the rounded eddying mere, where tunc- 
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fill swans do service to the Muse. Woe! for the 
streams of tears that coursed adown my checks, what 
time our turrets fell, and I, the prey of oar and 
spear, was set aboard a foeman*s ship; then, pur- 
chased at a costly price, was carried to this foreign 
port, where I minister to the daughter of Agamem- 
non, priestess of the huntress queen, serving at al- 
tars on which sheep are never sacrificed, and envy- 
ing her that hath been always unhappy ; for if a man 
is born and bred in hardships, he fainteth not under 
them; but happiness is subject to change, and to be 
afflicted after prosperous days is a grievous lot for 
mortals. 

Home the Argive ship will bear thee, lady, and 
piercing notes from mountain Pan’s wax-fastened 
reed, will cheer the rowers to their task, and pro- 
phetic Phoebus will bring his deep-toned lyre with 
seven strings and escort thee with singing to fair 
bright Attica. Tliec will dashing oar-blades speed 
away, leaving me still here; and over the bows of 
thy speeding bark the sheets will make her canvas 
swell against the forestays in the breeze. 

Oh! to tread yon dazzling track where the fiery 
sun goes gladly forth, and, when above my chamber- 
roof, to rest the rapid pinions on my back! Oh! to 
take my station in the dance, where once at noble 
marriages I circled round in friendly strife of charms 
with my compeers, and roused them to vie with the 
rich splendour of my dress, as I drew my broidered 
veil about me and shaded my cheek with clustering 
curls. 

Enter thoas. 

Thoas, Where is the warder of these temple-gates, 
the maid of Hellas? Has she yet begun the rites on 
the strangers? arc their bodies ablaze in the holy 
shrine? 

Ch. Here she is, O king, to explain everything to 
thee. 

Enter iphigenia. 

Th, Ha! daughter of Agamemnon, why art thou 
bearing yon image of the goddess in thine arms from 
the sacred pedestal ? 

Ip. Stay there, O king, at the entrance. 

Th. What news now in the temple, Iphigenia ? 

Ip. Avaunt! I say; (turning to thoas to explain) 
*tis in purity’s cause I utter this word. 

Th. What is thy news, requiring such a preface? 
Explain. 

Ip. The victims, sire, which ye had captured for 
me are unclean. 

Th. What proof of this hast thou ? or is it mere 
conjecture? 

Ip. The statue of the goddess turned away from 
its position. 

Th. Of its own accord, or did an earthquake turn 
it? 

Ip. Of its own accord, and it closed its eyes. 

Th. What is the cause ? the strangers’ pollution ? 

Ip. Yes, that and nothing else; they have com- 
mitted a crime* 

Th. Can they have slain one of my subjects on the 
beach? 
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Ip. They brought the guilt of murder with them, 
—the guilt of kindred slain. 

Th. Who was their victim ? I am desirous of learn- 
ing. 

Ip. ’Twas a mother’s blood they spilt, having con- 
spired to stab her. 

Th. O Apollo! even amongst barbarians none 
would have had the heart to do it. 

Ip. They were hunted from every corner of Hellas. 

Th. Is this the reason thou art carrying the image 
from the shrine ? 

Ip. Yes, to remove it from the taint of bloodshed 
by placing it beneath the holy firmament. 

Th. In what way didst thou discover the impurity 
of these strangers ? 

Ip. When the image of the goddess turned awav, 
1 questioned them. 

Th. Thou art a shrewd daughter of Hellas to have 
guessed this so cleverly. 

Ip. Yea, and only now they dangled before me a 
tempting bait to catch my fancy. 

Th. By bringing news of those in Argos to lure 
thee? 

Ip. Good news of Orestes, my only brother. 

Th. No doubt to induce thee to spare them for 
their glad tidings. 

Ip. They said too that my father was alive and 
well. 

Th. Naturally thy escape was a reference to the 
claims of the goddess. 

Ip. Yes, for I hate all Hellas, that betrayed me. 

Th. What, pray, are we to do with the strangers? 

Ip. We must piously observe the established cus- 
tom. 

Th. Is not the lustral water ready, and thy knife ? 

Ip. My purpose is to cleanse them first by purifi- 
cation. 

Th. In fresh spring water or salt sea-spray ? 

Ip. The sea washes away from man all that is ill. 

Th. True, they would then be holier victims for 
the goddess. 

Ip. Yes, and this would suit my own views better. 

Th. Well, do not the waves dash full upon the 
temple-walls? 

Ip. Solitude is necessary; for we have other duties 
to perform. 

Th. Take them where thou wilt; I have no wish 
to witness what may not be told. 

Ip. I must also purify the image of the goddess. 

Th. Yes, if any taint has come upon it from the 
matricides. 

Ip. Had there been none, I should never have re- 
moved it from its pedestal. 

Th. Thy piety and forethought are right. 

Ip. Let me have the things thou knowest I 
require. 

Th. ’Tis for thee to name those wants. 

Ip. Load the strangers with fetters. 

Th. Whither could they escape from thee ? 

Ip. Good faith is quite unknown among Hellenes. 

Th. (To his servants) Away, and bind them, sirrahsl 

Ip. Next let them bring the strangers forth. 
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Th. It shall be done. 

Ip. After drawing a veil over their heads— 

Th. In presence of the radiant sun. 

Ip. Send some of thy attendants with me. 

Th. Here are those who will form thy escort. 

Ip. Also dispatch a messenger to warn the citizens. 

Th. What will happen ? 

Ip. To remain indoors, all of them. 

Th. Lest they meet with murderers.? 

Ip. Aye, for such things bring pollution. 

Th. {to a servant) Hence and proclaim thisl 

Ip. Above all must my friends— 

Th. Thou meanest me. 

Ip. Keep wholly out of sight. 

Th. Thou takest good heed for the city’s weal. 

Ip. No wonder. 

Th. No wonder the whole city looks up to thee. 

Ip. Do thou stay here before the shrine to help 
the goddess. 

Th. With what object ? 

Ip. Purify the building with torches. 

Th. That thou mayst find it pure on thy return? 

Ip. As soon as the strangers pass out — 

Th. What must I do? 

Ip. Hold thy robe before thine eyes. 

Th. To avoid the murderer’s taint ? 

Ip. But if I appear to be tarrying over long— 

Th. Is there to be any limit to my waiting? 

Ip. Feci no surprise. 

Th. Take thine own time and serve the goddess 
well. 

Ip. Oh may this purification have the end I wish! 

Th. I add my prayers to that. Exit thoas. 

Ip. Behold, I see the strangers just leaving the 
temple with ornaments for the goddess and young 
lambs for me to purge the taint of blood by shed- 
ding more; with blazing torches too, and all else 
that I myself prescribed for the cleansing of the 
strangers and the goddess. 

Away from this pollution, citizens! each warden 
of the temple-gates keeping pure his hands in Heav- 
en’s service; whoso is eager to marry a wife; all wom- 
en labouring with child; hence! hencel away! that 
this pollution cross not your path. 

{Aside) Virgin Queen, daughter of Zeus and La- 
tonal if I wash the murderers of their guilt and sac- 
rifice where *tis right I should, thy temple will be 
pure for thy habitation, and we shall be blest; more 
I say not, but still my meaning is plain to thee, god- 
dess, and to those like thee who know the rest. 

Exit IPHIGENIA. 

Ch. Fair was the child Latona bore one day in the 
fruitful vales of Delos, a babe with golden hair, well 
skilled in harping and his darling archery, and, leav- 
ing the scene of her glorious travail, she brought him 
from that sea-beat ridge to the peak of Parnassus, 
parent of gushing streams, where Dionysus holds his 
revels. There ’neath the shade of leafy bays a speck- 
led snake with blood-red eyes, armoured in gleam- 
ing scales, an earth-born monster, huge, terrific, kept 
guard o’er the oracle beneath the ground; but thou, 
whilst yet a babe still struggling in thy mother’s 
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arms, didst slay him, Phoebus, and enter on most 
holy prophecy, and thou sittest on the golden tripod, 
thy throne of truth, dispensing Heaven’s oracles to 
men from beneath the sanctuary, in thy home at 
earth’s centre, hard by the founts of Castaly. 

But when Apollo’s coming had dispossessed Earth’s 
daughter, Themis, of the holy oracles, her mother 
raised a brood of nightly phantoms seen in dreams, 
telling to many a mortal wight, as he lay asleep in 
the darkness, what has been and yet shall be; and 
Earth, jealous for her daughter’s sake, robbed Phoe- 
bus of the honour of his oracles; but he, the prince, 
went hurrying off to Olympus and twined his child- 
ish arms round Zeus’s throne, beseeching him to 
take from his Pythian home the visions nightly sent 
by angry Earth; and Zeus smiled to see his son come 
straight to him* because he would keep his worship, 
rich in precious gifts; and he nodded his lockt, prom- 
ising to stop the voices heard at night, artd took 
from mortals the divination of darkness, r^toring 
his honours to Loxias, and to mortals their\ confi- 
dence in the oracles he chanted on his throng amid 
the throng of pilgrims. 

Enter messei^olr. 

Messenger. Guardians of the temple and ministers 
of the altar, where is Thoas the king of this land ? 
throw wide those bolted doors and call the monarch 
outside the building. 

Ch. What is wrong ? if I may speak unbidden. 

Me. The pair of youths have disappeared, seeking 
to fly the land, by the tricks of Agamemnon’s child, 
and they have taken the sacred statue in the hold of 
their ship. 

Ch. Incredible! But the king of the land, whom 
thou wishest to see, has already left the shrine in hot 
haste. 

Me. Whither away ? for he must be told what is 
happening. 

Ch. We know not; but set off in pursuit, and, 
when thou hast found him, tell thy news. 

Me. See how treacherous women are! Ye have had 
some share in these doings. 

Ch. Art mad ? What have we to do with the stran- 
gers’ escape? Away and lose no time in reaching thy 
master’s gates! 

Me. Not until some one makes this point quite 
clear, whether the ruler of the land is in the shrine 
or not 

What hoi unbar the doors! to those inside I call; 
tell my master I am here at the gate with heavy 
news for him. 

Th. {appearing at the temple door) Who is raising 
this uproar at the temple, battering the doors and 
spreading panic within ? 

Me. These women tried to get me away, asserting 
falsely that thou wert gone forth, though in the 
temple all the time. 

Th. What did they expect to gain ? What was their 
object? 

Me. I will tell thee about them later; listen now 
to the matter in hand. The maid Iphigenia, who 
used to be the priestess here, has fled the land with 
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the strangers, taking the goddesses holy image with 
her; that cleansing was all a sham. 

Th, How now ? what evil influence possessed her ? 

Me. In her efforts to save Orestes. Yes, that will 
astonish thee. 

Th. Which Orestes? him whom the daughter of 
Tyndareus bare ? 

Me. Him whom our goddess consecrated to her- 
self at her altar. 

Th. Miraculous event! How can I find too strong 
a name for thee? 

Me. Turn not thy attention thither, but listen 
to me; and, when thou hast heard all and weighed 
the matter, devise a means of pursuit to hunt the 
strangers down. 

Th. Say on, for thy words are good; *tis no short 
voyage they have before them, that so they can es- 
cape my ships. 

Me. As soon as we reached the beach where the 
ship of Orestes was moored in hiding, the daughter 
of Agamemnon signed to us, whom thou sen test with 
her to carry fetters for the strangers, to stand aloof, 
as if she were about to light the mystic flame and 
offer the cleansing rites, which she had come to per- 
form. Holding in her hands the cord that bound the 
strangers, she went on behind them. This seemed 
suspicious, sire, but thy attendants were satisfied. 
After a while, to make us think she was really doing 
something unusual, she lifted up her voice and began 
chanting magic spells in a strange tongue, as if lor- 
sooth she were cleansing them of their blood-guilti- 
ness. Now after we had continued sitting a long 
time, it occurred to us that the strangers might have 
broken loose and slain her and taken to flight; still 
as we were afraid of witnessing what we ought not 
to have seen, we remained seated in silence, until 
at last the same proposal was made by all of us, to 
go to them, although no leave was given. And there 
we see the hull of a vessel of Hellas with winged 
broadside of oar-blades fitted to it, and fifty sailors, 
oar in hand, at the tholes, and the youths, now free, 
standing astern the ship; while some were steadying 
the prow with poles, others hanging the anchor to 
the cat-heads, and the rest hauling in cables, getting 
ladders ready the while and letting them down into 
the sea for the strangers’ use. Now when we saw 
their crafty tricks, we laid hold of the stranger maid 
and the hawsers recklessly, trying at the same time 
to unship the helm from the gallant craft through 
its rudderport; and words passed between us: “What 
pretext have ye for this stealthy raid on images and 
priestesses from our land ? who, and whose son art 
thou that seekest to smuggle this maiden hence?” 
And answer came, “I am Orestes, the son of Aga- 
memnon, this maiden’s own brother, that thou mayst 
learn the truth; for she whom I am taking hence 
with me is the sister I once lost from my home.” 
None the less we held the stranger maid and were 
for forcing her to follow us to thee, and that was 
how my cheeks came by these fearful blows; for they 
had no weapons in their hands, nor yet had we; but 
there was sturdy buffeting of fists, and likewise feet 


weic aimed at side and heart by both those youths, 
so we closed with them and were at once exhausted. 
Then we fled to the cliff, most terribly marked, 
covered with bloody weals, some on their heads and 
others on their eyes; but once stationed on the rocks, 
we fought more cautiously and began by pelting 
them with stones; but archers, posted on the stern, 
kept us off with arrows, compelling us to retire to a 
distance. Meantime a monster wave had driven the 
vessel shoreward, and as the maiden feared to wet 
her feet, Orestes took his sister on his left shoulder, 
and, stepping into the sea, he leapt upon the ladder 
and set her down inside the gallant ship, with the 
image of the daughter of Zeus, which fell from 
heaven. Anon a voice was heard speaking from the 
vessel’s midst, “Ye mariners of Hellas! grip your 
oars and dash the billows into foam, for now the 
prize is ours, which wc sailed to the Euxine Sea to 
win, through the jaws of the clashing rocks.” 

With deep-drawn sighs of joy they smote the 
brine, and the ship made way, so long as she was 
inside the haven, but, meeting a furious surge, as 
she was crossing the harbour-bar, she began to la- 
bour; for on a sudden a tempestuous wind arose and 
forced her shoreward stern foremost; and the rowers 
tugged and strained to fight the wave, but still its 
backward wash would drive their ship to land again. 
Then Agamemnon’s daughter rose and prayed, “O 
daughter of Latona, save me, bring thy priestess 
unto Hellas out of this savage land, and pardon my 
theft. As thou, O gcxldess, lovest thy brother, so 
believe that I too love my kith and kin.” Therewith 
the sailors sung their paean to second the maiden’s 
prayer, and, baring their arms from the shoulder 
down, gripped their oars tightly at the boatswain’s 
cry. But ever nearer to the rocks the ship drew on, 
and some sprang into the sea, others began fastening 
twisted nr)oscs to the shore; while I was straightway 
sent hither to thee, my liege, to announce what had 
befallen there. So haste thee hence with gyves and 
cords; for, unless the waves grow calm, those stran- 
gers have no hope of safety. 

It is Poseidon, majestic ruler of the main, who is 
regarding Ilium with favour but frowning on the 
race of Pclops; and now, it seems, he will deliver up 
into thy hands and the hands of thy subjects the son 
of Agamemnon with his sister, for she stands con- 
victed of faithlessness to the goddess in forgetting 
the sacrifice at Aulis. Exit messenger. 

Ch. Alas for thee, Iphigenia! once more within 
the tyrant’s clutch thou wilt be slain with thy 
brother. 

Th. Ho! every dweller in this foreign land, up and 
bridle your steeds and gallop to the beach! there 
await the stranding of the Hellenes’ ship, and then 
hunt the godless wretches eagerly with the help of 
the goddess. Go, you others, and launch my swiftest 
galleys, that we may cither overhaul them by sea or 
ride them down by land and hurl them headlong 
from a precipice or impale their limbs on stakes. 

{Turning to the chorus) As for you women, their 
accomplices herein, I will punish you hereafter, when 
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I have leisure, but now with the present business 
before me, I will not remain idle. 

ATHENA appears above the stage. 

Athena. Whither, King Thoas, whither an thou 
carrying this pursuit ? Hearken to the words of 
Athena who is here. Cease pursuing or sending sol> 
diers streaming after them; for Orestes was destined 
by Apollo’s oracle to come hither, first to escape the 
fury of the avenging fiends, and then to convey his 
sister home to Argos and the sacred image to my 
land, a respite from his present afflictions. This I 
say to thee; and for Orestes, whom they thinkest to 
catch at sea and slay, e’en now is Poseidon guiding 
him hence on his ship for my sake, smoothing the 
surface of the deep. 

Orestes— thou hearest the voice, for it is a god- 
dess speaking, although thou art not here— mark 
well my bests, take the image and thy sister, and go 
hence; and when thou art come to Athens, that god- 
built town, thou wilt find a spot upon the utmost 
bounds of Attica, bordering on Carystus’ ridge, a 
holy place called Halae by my people. There build 
a temple and set up the image, named after the 
Taurian land and the labours long endured by thee 
in ranging Hellas to and fro through the goading of 
avenging fiends. Henceforth shall mortal men chant 
her praises as Artemis the Taurian goddess. Ordain 
this law also; when the people celebrate her festival, 
the priest, to compensate her for thy sacrifice, must 
hole! his knife to a human throat and blood must 
flow to satisfy the sacred claims of the goddess, tliat 
she may have her honours. 

As for thee, Iphigenia,thou must keep her temple- 
keys at Brauron’s hallowed path of steps;i there shalt 

^Said to refer to steps cut in the rock leading to the 
temple of Artemis at Brauron. 
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thou die and there shall they bury thee, honouring 
thee with offerings of robes, e’en all the finely- woven 
vestments left in their homes by such as die in child- 
birth. {To thoas) And I charge thee send these 
daughters of Hellas on their way hence because of 
their righteous decision I saved thee once be- 

fore, Orestes, when I allotted the votes equally on 
the hill of Ares; and this shall be an ordinance; who- 
ever secures an equal division of votes wins his case. 
So bear thy sister from the land, son of Agamemnon, 
and thou, Thoas, be no longer angry. 

Th. Whoso hears the voice of God and disobeys 
is no sane man, O queen Athena. For my part, I am 
not wroth with Orestes or his sister, though he has 
taken the image hence; for what credit is there in 
struggling with the mighty gods ? Let them go with 
the goddess’s iinage to thy land and there er^ct it to 
their joy. Moreover I will send these women \to Hel- 
las, their happy home, as thou commandest me, and 
will check my spear which I am lifting agaiqst the 
strangers, and stop the sailing of my ships, sinie this 
is thy good pleasure, goddess. 

At. Well said; for necessity is stronger than thee, 
aye, and than the gods. 

Go, yc breezes, waft the son of Agamemnon on 
his way to Athens; and I myself will share his voy- 
age, keeping the image of my sister safe. 

Ch. Go and luck go with you, happy in your pres- 
ervation! 

Hail to thee! Pallas Athena, name revered by 
deathless gods as well as mortal men! we will per- 
form all thy bidding; for very welcome and unlookcd 
for are the words I have heard. 

Most holy Victory! possess my life and never 
grudge thy crown! Exeunt omnes. 
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IPHIGENIA AT AULIS 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

Agamemnon Clytaemnestra 

Attendant, an old man Iphigenia 

Chorus of Women of Chalcis Achilles 
Menelaus Messenger 


The sea-coast at Aults. Enter agamemnon and 

ATTENDANT. 

Agamemnon. Old man, come hither and stand be- 
fore my dwelling. 

Attendant. I come; what new schemes now, king 
Agamemnon? 

Ag. Thou shalt hear. 

At. I am all eagerness. *Tis little enough sleep old 
age allows me and keenly it watches o’er my eyes. 

Ag. What can that star be, steering his course 
yonder? 

At. Sirius, still shooting o’er the zenith on his way 
near the Pleiads’ sevenfold track. 

Ag. The birds are still at any rate and the sea is 
calm; hushed arc the winds, and silence broods o’er 
this narrow firth. 

At. Then why art thou outside thy tent, why so 
restless, my lord Agamemnon? All is yet quiet here 
in Aulis, the watch on the walls is not yet astir. Let 
us go in. 

Ag. I envy thee, old man, aye, and every man 
who leads a life secure, unknown and unrenowned; 
but little I envy those in office. 

At. And yet ’tis there we place the be-all and end- 
all of existence. 

Ag. Aye, but that is where the danger comes; and 
ambition, sweet though it seems, brings sorrow with 
its near approach. At one time the unsatisfied claims 
of Heaven upset our life, at another the numerous 
peevish fancies of our subjects shatter it. 

At. I like not these sentiments in one who is a 
chief. It was not to enjoy all blessings that Atreus 
begot thee, O Agamemnon; but thou must needs 
experience joy and sorrow alike, mortal as thou art. 
E’en though thou like it not, this is what the gods 
decree; but thou, after letting thy taper spread its 
light abroad, writest the letter which is still in thy 
hands and then crasest the same words again, sealing 
and re-opening the scroll, then flinging the tablet to 
the ground with floods of tears and leaving nothing 
undone in thy aimless behaviour to stamp thee mad. 
What is it troubles thee? what news is there affect- 
ing thee, my liege? Come, share with me thy story; 
to a loyal and trusty heart wilt thou be telling it; 
for Tyndarcus sent me that day to form part of thy 
wife’s dowry and to wait upon the bride with loy- 
alty. 


Ag. Leda, the daughter of Thestius, had three 
children, maidens, Pheebe, Clytaemnestra my wife, 
and Helen; this last it was who had for wooers the 
foremost of the favoured sons of Hellas; but terrible 
threats of spilling his rival’s blood were uttered by 
each of them, should he fail to win the maid. Now 
the matter filled Tyndareus, her father, with per- 
plexity; at length this thought occurred to him; 
the suitors should swear unto each other and join 
right hands thereon and pour libations with burnt- 
sacrifice, binding themselves by this curse, “Who- 
ever wins the child of Tyndareus for wife, him will 
we assist, in case a rival takes her from his house and 
goes his way, robbing her husband of his rights; and 
we will march against that man in armed array and 
raze his city to the ground, Hellene no less than bar- 
barian.’’ 

Now when they had once pledged their word and 
old Tyndareus with no small cleverness had beguiled 
them by his shrewd device, he allowed his daughter 
to choose from among her suitors the one towards 
whom the breath of love might fondly waft her. 
Her choice fell on Menelaus; would she had never 
taken him! Anon there came to Lacedaemon from 
Phrygia’s folk the man who, legend says, adjudged 
the goddesses’ dispute; in robes of gorgeous hue, 
ablaze with gold, in true barbaric pomp; and he, 
finding Menelaus gone from home, carried Helen 
olf with him to his steading on Ida, a willing para- 
mour. Goaded to frenzy Menelaus flew through Hel- 
las, invoking the ancient oath exacted by Tyndarcus 
and declaring the duty of helping the injured hus- 
band. Whereat the chivalry of Hellas, brandishing 
their spears and donning their harness, came hither 
to the narrow straits of Aulis with armaments of 
ships and troops, with many a steed and many a car, 
and they chose me to captain them all for the sake 
of Menelaus, since I was his brother. Would that 
some other had gained that distinction instead of 
me! But after the army was gathered and come to- 
gether, we still remained at Aulis weather-bound; 
and Oilchas, the seer, bade us in our perplexity sac- 
rifice my own begotten child Iphigenia to Artemis, 
whose home is in this land, declaring that if we of- 
fered her, we should sail and sack the Phrygians’ 
capital, but if we forbore, this was not for us. When 
I heard this, I commanded Talthybius with loud 
proclamation to disband the whole host, as I could 
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never bear to slay daughter of mine. Whereupon 
my brother, bringing every argument to bear, per- 
suaded me at last to face the crime; so 1 wrote in a 
folded scroll and sent to my wife, bidding her des- 
patch our daughter to me on the pretence of wed- 
ding Achilles, at the same time magnifying his ex- 
alted rank and saying that he refused to sail with 
the Achaeans, unless a bride of our lineage should go 
to Phthia. Yes, this was the inducement I offered 
my wife, inventing, as I did, a sham marriage for the 
maiden. Of all the Achaeans we alone know the real 
truth, Calchas, Odysseus, Menelaus and myself; but 
that which I then decided wrongly, I now rightly 
countermand again in this scroll, which thou, old 
man, hast found me opening and resealing beneath 
the shade of night. Up now and away with this mis- 
sive to Argos, and I will tell thee by word of mouth 
all that is written herein, the contents of the folded 
scroll, for thou art loyal to my wife and house. 

At. Say on and make it plain, that what my 
tongue utters may accord with what thou hast writ- 
ten. 

Ag. “Daughter of Leda, in addition to my first 
letter, I now send thee word not to desj)atch thy 
daughter to Euboea’s embosomed wing, to the wave- 
less bay of Aulis; for after all we will celebrate our 
child’s wedding at another time.’’ 

At. And how will Achilles, cheated of his bride, 
curb the fury of his indignation against thee and thy 
wife? 

Ag. Here also is a danger.^ 

At. Tell me what thou meanest. 

Ag. It is but his name, not himself, that Achilles 
is lending, knowing nothing of the marriage or of 
my scheming or my professed readiness to betroth 
my daughter to him for a husband’s embrace. 

At. A dreadful venture thine, king Agamemnon! 
thou that, by promise of thy daughter’s hand to the 
son of the goddess, wert for bringing the maid hither 
to be sacrificed for the Danai. 

Ag. Woe is me! ah woe! I am utterly distraught; 
bewilderment comes o’er me. 

Away! hurry thy steps, yielding nothing to old age. 

At. In haste I go, my liege. 

Ag. Sit not down by woodland founts; scorn the 
witcheries of sleep. 

At. Hush! 

Ag. And when thou passest any place where roads 
diverge, cast thine eyes all round, taking heed that 
no mule-wain pass by on rolling wheels, bearing n\y 
daughter hither to the ships of the Danai, and thou 
sec it not. 

At. It shall be so. 

Ag. Start then from the bolted gates, and if thou 
meet the escort, start them back again, and drive 
at full speed to the abodes of the Cyclopes. 

At. But tell me, how shall my message find credit 
with thy wife or child ? 

^Paley follows Musgravc in assigning these words to 
Agamemnon, assuming that the king passes over the ser- 
vant’s last remark and adds a new cause of alarm, viz., 
the fraud that is being practised on Achilles. 
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Ag. Preserve the seal which thou bearest on this 
scroll. Away 1 already the dawn is growing grey, light- 
ing the lamp of day yonder and the fire of the sun’s 
four steeds; help me in my trouble. 

Exit ATTENDANT. 

None of mortals is prosperous or happy to the 
last, for none was ever born to a painless life. 

Exit AGAMEMNON. 

Enter ciioRvs of women of chalcis. 

Chorus. I'o the sandy beach of sea-coast Aulis I 
came after a voyage through the tides of Euripus, 
leaving Chalcis on its narrow firth, my city which 
feedeth the waters of far-famed Arethusa near the 
sea, (hat I might behold the army of the Achaeans 
and the ships rowed by those god-like heroes; for 
our husbands tell us that fair-haired Menelaus and 
high-born Agamiemnon are leading them to Troy on 
a thousand ships in quest of the lady Helen,|whom 
herdsman Paris carried off from the banks onreedy 
Eurotas— his guerdon from Aphrodite, when that 
queen of Cyprus entered beauty’s lists with 'jHera 
and Pallas at the gushing fount. 

Through the grove of Artemis, rich with sacrifice, 
I sped my course, the red blush mantling on my 
cheeks from maiden modesty, in my eagerness to 
sec the soldiers’ camp, the tents of the mail-clad 
Danai, and their gathered steeds. Two chieftains 
there I saw met together in council; one was Aias, 
son of Oileus; the other Aias, son of Telamon, crown 
of glory to the men of Salamis; and I saw Protesilaus 
and Palamedes, sprung from the son of Poseidon, 
sitting there amusing themselves with intricate fig- 
ures at draughts; Diomedes too at his favourite sport 
o£ hurling quoits; and Mcrioncs, the War-god’s son, 
a marvel to mankind, stood at his side; likewise I be- 
held the offspring of Laertes, who came from his 
island hills, and with him Nircus, handsomest of all 
Achaeans; Achilles next, that nimble runner, swift 
on his feet as the wind, whom Thetis bore and Chiron 
trained; him I saw upon the beach, racing in full 
armour along the shingle, and straining every nerve 
to beat a team of four horses, as he sped round the 
track on foot; and Eumelus, the grandson of Pheres, 
their driver, was shouting when I saw him, goading 
on his goodly steeds, with their bits of chased gold- 
work; whereof the centre pair, that bore the yoke, 
had dappled coats picked out with white, while the 
trace-horses, on the outside, facing the turning-post 
in the course, were bays with spotted fetlocks. Close 
beside them Peleus’ soa leapt on his way, in all his 
harness, keeping abreast the rail by the axle-box. 

Next I sought the countless fleet, a wonder to be- 
hold, that I might fill my girlish eyes with gazing, a 
sweet delight. The warlike Myrmidons from Phthia 
held the right wing with fifty swift cruisers, upon 
whose sterns, right at the ends, stood Nereid god- 
desses in golden effigy, the ensign of Achilles’ arma- 
ment. Near these were moored the Argive ships in 
equal numbers, o’er which Mecisteus’ son, whom 
Taulaus his grandsire reared, and Sthenelus, son of 
Capancus, were in command; next in order, The- 
seus’ son was stationed at the head of sixty ships from 
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Attica, having the goddess Pallas set in a winged car 
drawn by steeds with solid hoof, a lucky sight for 
mariners. Then I saw Boeotia’s fleet of fifty sails 
decked with ensigns; these had Cadmus at the stern 
holding a golden dragon at the beaks of the vessels, 
and earth-born Leitus was their admiral. Likewise 
there were ships from Phocis; and from Locris came 
the son of Oileus with an equal contingent, leaving 
famed Thronium’s citadel; and from Mycenae, the 
Cyclopes’ town, Atreus* son sent a hundred well- 
manned galleys, his brother being with him in com- 
mand, as friend with friend, that Hellas might exact 
vengeance on her, who had fled her home to wed a 
foreigner. Also I saw upon Gercnian Nestor’s prows 
from Pylos the sign of his neighbour Alpheus, four- 
footed like a bull. Moreover there was a squadron of 
twelve i^nianian sail under King Gouneus; and next 
the lords of Elis, stationed near them, whom all the 
people named Epeians; and Eurytus was lord of 
these; likewise he led the Taphian warriors with the 
white oar-blades, the subjects of Meges, son of Phy- 
leiis, who had left the isles of the Echinades, where 
sailors cannot land. Lastly, Aias, reared in Salamis, 
was joining his right wing to the left of those near 
whom he was posted, closing the line with his outer- 
most ships — twelve barques obedient to the helm — 
as I heard and then saw the crews; no safe return 
shall he obtain, who bringeth his barbaric boats to 
grapple Aias. There I saw the naval armament, but 
some things I heard at home about the gathered 
host, whereof I still have a recollection. 

Enter menelaus and attendant. 

At. {As MENELAVs wrests a letter from him) Strange 
daring thine, Menelaus, where thou hast no right. 

Menelaus. Stand back! thou earliest loyalty to 
thy master too far. 

At, The very reproach thou hast for me is to my 
credit. 

Men. Thou shalt rue it, if thou meddle in matters 
that concern thee not. 

At. Thou hadst no right to open a letter, which I 
was carrying. 

Men. No, nor thou to be carrying sorrow to all 
Hellas. 

At. Argue that point with others, but surrender 
that letter to me. 

Men. I shall not let go. 

At. Nor yet will I let loose my hold. 

Men. Why then, this staff of mine will be dabbling 
thy head with blood ere long. 

At. To die in my master’s cause were a noble 
death. 

Men. Let go! thou art too wordy for a slave. 

At. {Seeing agamemnon approaching) Master , he 
is wronging me; he snatched thy letter violently 
from my grasp, Agamemnon, and will not heed the 
claims of right. 

Enter agamemnon. 

Ag. How now? what means this uproar at the 
gales, this indecent brawling? 

Men, My talc, not his, has the better right to be 
spoken. 
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Ag. Thou, Menelaus! what quarrel hast thou with 
this man, why art thou haling him hence ? 

Exit ATTENDANT. 

Men. Look me in the face! Be that the prelude to 
my story. 

Ag. Shall I, the son of Atreus, close my eyes from 
fear 

Men. Seest thou this scroll, the bearer of a shame- 
ful message ? 

Ag. I sec it, yes; and first of all surrender it. 

Men. No, not till 1 have shewn its contents to all 
the Danai. 

Ag. What! hast thou broken the seal and dost 
know already what thou shouldst never have known ? 

Men. Yes, I opened it and know to thy sorrow the 
secret machinations of thy heart. 

Ag. Where didst thou catch my servant ? Ye gods! 
what a shameless heart thou hast ! 

Men. I was awaiting thy daughter’s arrival at the 
camp from Argos. 

Ag. What right hast thou to watch my doings? Is 
not this a proof of shamelessness ? 

Men. My wish to do it gave the spur, fur I am no 
slave to thee. 

Ag. Infamous! Am I not to be allowed the man- 
agement of my own house ? 

Men. No, for thou thinkest crooked thoughts, one 
thing now, another formerly, and something differ- 
ent presently. 

Ag. Most exquisite refining on evil themes! A 
hateful thing the tongue of cleverness! 

Men. Aye, but a mind unstable is an unjust pos- 
session, disloyal to friends. Now I am anxious to test 
thee, and seek not thou from rage to turn aside from 
the truth, nor will 1 on my part overstrain the case. 
Thou rememberest when thou wert all eagerness to 
captain the Danai against Troy, making a pretence 
of declining, though eager for it in thy heart; how 
humble thou wcrl then! taking each man by the 
hand and keeping open doors for every fellow- 
townsman who cared to enter, affording each in turn 
achance tospeak with thee, even though some desired 
it not, seeking by these methods to purchase popu- 
larity from all bidders; then when thou hadst se- 
cured the command, there came a change over thy 
manners; thou wert no longer so cordial as before to 
whilom friends, but hard of access, seldom to be 
found at home. But the man of real worth ought not 
to change his manners in the hour of prosperity, but 
should then show himself most staunch to friends, 
w'hen his own good fortune can help them most 
effectually. 'Ihis was the first cause I had to reprove 
thee, for it was here I first discovered thy villainy; 
but afterwards, when thou earnest to Aulis with all 
the gathered hosts of Hellas, thou wert of no ac- 
count; no! the want of a favourable breeze filled 
thee with consternation at the chance dealt out by 
Heaven. Anon the Danai began demanding that 
thou shouldst send the fleet away instead of vainly 

iTlie point lies in the play on the name ’ArpcCv, i. ft, 
“the fearless,” “shall I the son of fearlessness fear, etc. ?” 
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toiline on at Aulis; what dismay and confusion was to one of my own flesh and blood, contrary to all 
then depicted in thy looks, to think that thou, with law and justice. There is thy answer shortly given, 

a thousand ships at thy command, hadst not occu- clear and easy to understand; and if thou wilt not 

pied the plains of Priam with thy armies! And thou come to thy senses, I shall do the best for myself, 

wouldst ask my counsel, “What am I to do? what Ch, This differs from thy previous declaration, 
scheme can I devise, where find one ?” to save thy- but there is good in it — thy child’s reprieve, 
self being stripped of thy command and losing thy Men, Ah me, how sad my lot! I have no friends 
fair fame. Next when Calchas bade thee offer thy then after all. 

daughter in sacrifice to Artemis, declaring that the Ag, Friends thou hast, if thou seek not their de- 
Danai should then sail, thou wert overjoyed, and struction. 

didst gladly undertake to offer the maid, and of Where wilt thou find any proof that thou art 

thine own accord— never allege compulsion 1— thou sprung from the same sire as I ? 

art sending word to thy wife to despatch thy daugh- Ag, Thy moderation, not thy madness do I share 
ter hither on pretence of wedding Achilles. This is by nature. 

the same air that heard thee say it; and after all thou Men, Friends should sympathize with friends in 
turnest round and hast been caught recasting thy sorrow. . j 

letter to this effect, “I will no longer be my daugh- Ag. Claim my help by kindly service, not By pain- 
ter’s murderer.” Exactly sol Countless others have ing me. \ 

gone through this phase in their conduct of public Men. So thou hast no mind to share this trouble 
affairs; they make an effort while in power, and then with Hellas ? \ 

retire dishonourably, sometimes owing to the sense- Ag. No, Hellas is diseased like thee accordilng to 
lessness of the citizens, sometimes deservedly, be- some god’s design. 

cause they arc too feeble of themselves to maintain Men. Go vaunt thee then on thy sceptre, after 

their watch upon the state. For my part, I am more betraying thine own brother! while I will seek some 

sorry for our unhappy Hellas, whose purpose was to different means and other friends, 
reacl these worthless foreigners a lesson, while now En/er messenger. 

she will let them escape and mock her, thanks to Agamemnon, lord of all Hellenes! lam 

thee and thy daughter. May I never then appoint come and bring thee thy daughter, whom thou didst 
a man to rule my country or lead its warriors be- call Iphigcnia in thy home; and her mother, thy 

cause of his kinship! Ability is what the general must wife Clytemnestra, is with her, and the child Ores- 

have; since any man, with ordinary intelligence, can tes, a sight to gladden thee after thy long absence 

govern a state. from thy palace; but, as they had been travelling 

Ck For brethren to come to words and blows, long and far, they are now refreshing their tender 

whene’er they disagree, is terrible. feet at the waters of a fair spring, they and their 

Ag. I wish to rebuke thee in turn, briefly, not horses, for we turned these loose in the grassy mead- 
lifting mine eyes too high in shameless wise, but in ow to browse their fill; but I am come as their fore- 

more sober fashion, as a brother; for it is a good runner to prepare thee for their reception; for the 

man’s way to be considerate. Prithee, why this burst army knows already of thy daughter’s arrival, so 

of fury, these bloodshot eyes? who wrongs thee? quickly did the rumour spread; and all the folk are 

what is it thou wantest ? Thou art fain to win a vir- running together to the sight, that they may see 

tuous bride. Well, 1 cannot supply thee; for she, thy child; for Fortune’s favourites enjoy a world- 

whom thou once hadst, was ill controlled by thee. wide fame and have all eyes fixed on them. “Is it a 

Am I then, a man who never went astray, to suffer wedding?” some ask, “or what is happening? or has 

for thy sins? or is it my popularity that plls thee? king Agamemnon from fond yearning summoned 

No! it is the longing thou hast to keep a mir wife in his daughter hither?” From others thou wouldst 

thy embrace, casting reason and honour to the winds, have heard: “They are presenting the maiden to 

A bad man’s pleasures are like himself. Am I mad, Artemis, queen of Aulis, previous to marriage; who 

if I change to wiser counsels, after previously de- can the bridegroom be, that is to lead her home?” 

ciding amiss ? Thine is the madness rather in wishing Come, then, begin the rites— that is the next step 

to recover a wicked wife, once thou hadst lost her- —by getting the baskets ready; crown your heads; 

a stroke of Heaven-sent luck. Those foolish suitors prepare the wedding-hymn, thou and prince Mene- 

swore that oath to Tyndarcus in their longing to laus with thee; let flutes resound throughout the 

wed; but Hope was the goddess that led them on, I tents with noise of dancer’s feet; for this is a happy 

trow, and she it was that brought it about rather day, that is come for the maid, 

then thou and thy mightiness. So take the field with Ag. Thou hast my thanks; now go within; for the 

them; they are ready for it in the folly of their rest it will be well, as Fate proceeds, 

hearts; for the deity is not without insight, but is Extf messenger. 

able to discern where oaths have been wronglv Ah, woe is me! unhappy wretch, what can I say? 
pledged or forcibly extorted. I will not slay my chif- where shall I begin ? Into what cruel straits have I 

dren, nor shall thy interests be prospered by justice been plunged! Fortune has outwitted me, proving 

in thy vengeance for a worthless wife, while I am far cleverer than any cunning of mine. What an ad- 

left wasting, night and day, in sorrow for what I did vantage humble birth possesses! for it is easy for her 
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sons to weep and tell out all their sorrows; while to 
the high'born man come these same sorrows, but 
we have dignity throned o’er our life and are the 
people’s slaves. I, for instance, am ashamed to weep, 
nor less, poor wretch, to check my tears at the aw- 
ful pass to which I am brought. Oh! what am I to 
tell my wife? how shall I welcome her? with what 
face meet her ? for she too has undone me by coming 
uninvited in this my hour of sorrow; yet it was but 
natural she should come with her daughter to pre- 
pare the bride and perform the fondest duties, where 
she will discover my villainy. And for this poor maid 
—why maid ? Death, methinks, will soon make her 
his bride— how I pity her! Thus will she plead to 
me, I trow: “My father will thou slay me? Be such 
the wedding thou thyself mayst find, and whoso- 
ever is a friend to thee!” while Orestes, from his 
station near us, will cry in childish accents, inartic- 
ulate, yet fraught with meaning. Alas! to what utter 
ruin Paris, the son of Priam, the cause of these trou- 
bles, has brought me by his union with Helen 1 

Ch» I pity her myself, in such wise as a woman, 
and she a stranger, may bemoan the misfortunes of 
royalty. 

Men, {Offering his hand) Thy hand, brother! let 
me grasp it. 

Ag, I give it; thine is the victory, mine the sorrow. 

Men, By Pelops our reputed grandsire and Atreus 
our father I swear to tell thee the truth from my 
heart, without any covert purpose, but only what 
I think. The sight of thee in tears made me pity 
thee, and in return I shed a tear for thee myself; I 
withdraw from my former proposals, ceasing to be 
a cause of fear to thee; yea, and I will put myself in 
thy present position; and I counsel thee, slay not 
thy child nor prefer my interests to thine; for it is 
not just that thou shouldst grieve, while I am glad, 
or that thy children should die, while mine still see 
the light of day. What is it, after all, I seek ? If I am 
set on marriage, could I not find a bride as choice 
elsewhere ? W’^as I to lose a brother— the last I should 
have lost — to win a Helen, getting bad for good ? I 
was mad, impetuous as a youth, till I perceived, on 
closer view, what slaying children really meant. 
Moreover I am filled with compassion for the hap- 
less maiden, doomed to bleed that I may wed, when 
I reflect that we are kin. What has thy daughter to 
do with Helen? Let the army be disbanded and 
leave Auiis; dry those streaming eyes, brother, and 
provoke me not to tears. Whatever concern thou 
hast in oracles that affect thy child, let it be none of 
mine; into thy hands I resign my share therein. A 
sudden change, thou’lt say, from my fell proposals! 

A natural course for me; affection for my brother 
caused the change. These arc the ways of a man not 
void of virtue, to pursue on each occasion what is 
best. 

Ch, A generous speech, worthy of Tantalus, the 
son of Zeus! Thou dost not shame thy ancestry. 

Ag. I thank thee, Menelaus, for this unexpected 
suggestion; *tis an honourable proposal, worthy of 
thee. 
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Men. Sometimes love, sometimes the selfishness 
of their families causes a quarrel between brothers; 
I loathe a relationship of this kind which is bitter- 
ness to both. 

Ag. ’Tis useless, for circumstances compel me to 
carry out the murderous sacrifice of my daughter. 

Men. How so ? who will compel thee to slay thine 
own child ? 

Ag. The whole Achaean army here assembled. 

Men. Not if thou send her back to Argos. 

Ag. I might do that unnoticed, but there will be 
another thing 1 cannot. 

Men. What is that ? Thou must not fear the mob 
too much. 

Ag. Calchas will tell the Argive host his oracles. 

Men. Not if he be killed ere that — an easy matter. 

Ag. The whole tribe of seers is a curse with its am- 
bition. 

Men. Yes, and good for nothing and useless, when 
amongst us. 

Ag. Has the thought, which is rising in my mind, 
no terrors for thee ? 

Men. How can I understand thy meaning, unless 
thou declare it ? 

Ag. I’he son of Sisyphus know's all. 

Men. Odysseus cannot possibly hurt us. 

Ag. He was ever shifty by nature, siding with the 
mob. 

Men. True, he is enslaved by the love of popu- 
larity, a fearful evil. 

Ag. Bethink thee then, will he not arise among 
the Argives and tell them the oracles that Calchas 
delivered, saying of me that I undertook to offer 
Artemis a victim, and after all am proving false? 
Then, when he has carried the army away with him, 
he will bid the Argives slay us and sjicrifice the 
maiden; and if I escape to Argos, they will come and 
destroy the place, razing it to the ground, Cyclo- 
pean walls and all. That is my trouble. Woe is me! 
to what straits Heaven has brought me at this pass! 
Take one precaution for me, Menelaus, as thou go- 
est through the host, that Clytemnestra learn this 
not, till I have taken my child and devoted her to 
death, that my affliction may be attended with the 
fewest tears. {Turning to the chorus) And you, ye 
stranger dames, keep silence. 

Exeunt agamemnon and menelaus. 

Ch. Happy they who find the goddess come in 
moderate might, sharing with self-restraint in Aph- 
rodite’s gift of marriage and enjoying calm and rest 
from frenzied passions, wherein the Love- god, 
golden-haired, stretches his charm^id bow with ar- 
rows twain, and one is aimed at happiness, the other 
at life’s confusion. O lady Cypris, queen of beauty I 
far from my bridal bower I ban the last. Be mine 
delight in moderation and pure desires, and may 
1 have a share in love, but shun excess therein! 

Men’s natures vary, and their habits differ, but 
true virtue is always manifest. Likewise the training 
that comes of education conduces greatly to virtue; 
for not only is modesty wisdom, but it has also the 
rare grace of seeing by its better judgment what is 
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right ; whereby a glory, ever young, is shed o’er life by 
reputation. A great thing it is to follow virtue’s foot- 
steps — for women in their secret loves; while in men 
again an inborn sense of order, shown in countless 
ways, adds to a city’s greatness. 

Thou earnest, () Paris, to the place where thou 
wert reared to herd the kinc amid the white heifers 
of Ida, piping in foreign strain and breathing on thy 
reeds an echo of the Phrygian airs Olympus played. 
Full-uddered cows were browsing at the spot where 
that verdict ’twixt goddesses was awaiting thee — 
the cause of thy going to Hellas to stand before the 
ivory palace, kindling love in Helen’s tranced eyes 
and feeling its flutter in thine own breast; whence 
the fiend of strife brought Hellas with her chivalry 
and ships to the towers of Troy. 

Oh! great is the bliss the great enjoy. Behold Iphi- 
genia, the king’s royal child, and Clytaemnestra. the 
daughter of Tyndareus; how proud their lineage! 
how high their pinnacle of fortune! These mighty 
ones, whom wealth attends, are very gods in the eyes 
of less favoured folk. 

Halt we here, maidens of C’halcis, and lift the 
queen from her chariot to the ground without stum- 
bling, supporting her gently in our arms, with kind 
intent, that the renowned daughter of Agamemnon 
but just arrived may feel no fear; strangers ourselves, 
avoid we aught that may disturb or frighten the 
strangers from Argos. 

cLYTAEMNiiSTRA and iphigenia. 

Clytaemnestra. 1 take thisasa lucky omen, thy kind- 
ness and auspicious greeting, and have good hope 
that it is to a happy marriage I conduct the bride. 
{To Attendants) Take from the chariot the dowry I 
am bringing for my daughter and convey it within 
with careful heed. 

My daughter, leave the horse-drawn car, planting 
thy faltering footstep delicately. {To the chorus) 
Maidens, take her in your arms and lift her from 
the chariot, and let one of you give me the support 
of her hand, that I may quit my seat in the carriage 
with fitting grace. 

Some of you stand at the horses’ heads; for the 
horse has a timid eye, easily frightened ; here take this 
child Orestes, son of Agamemnon, babe as he still is. 

What! sleeping, little one, tired out by thy ride 
in the chariot ? Awake to bless thy sister’s wedding; 
for thou, my gallant boy, shah get by this marriage 
a kinsman gallant as thyself, the Nereid’s godlike 
offspring. Come hither to thy mother, my daughter, 
Iphigenia, and seat thyself beside me, and stationed 
near show my hap^piness to these strangers; yes, come 
hither and welcome the sire thou lovest so dearly. 

Hail! my honoured lord, king Agamemnon! we 
have obeyed thy commands and arc come. 

Enter agamemnon. 

Iphigenia, (Throwing herself into agamemnon’s 
arms) Be not wroth with me, mother, if I run from 
thy side and throw myself on my father’s breast. 

O my father! 1 long to outrun others and embrace 
thee after this long while; for I yearn to see thy face; 
be not wroth with me. 


CL Thou mayst do so, daughter; for of all the chil- 
dren I have born, thou hast ever loved thy father 
best. 

Ip. I see thee, father, joyfully after a long season. 

Ag. And I thy father thee; thy words do equal 
duty for both of us. 

Ip. All hail, father! thou didst well in bringing me 
hither to thee. 

Ag. I know not how I am to say yes or no to that, 
my child. 

Ip. Ha! how wildly thou art looking, spite of thy 
joy at seeing me. 

Ag. A man has many cares when he is king and 
general too. 

Ip. Be mine, all mine to-day; turn not unto moody 
thoughts. . , 

Ag. Why so I am, all thine to-day; I have ^o other 
thought. \ 

Ip. Then smooth thy knitted brow, unbmd and 
smile. \ 

Ag. Lo! my child, my joy at seeing thee is even as 
it is. 

Ip. And hast thou then the tear-drop streaming 
from thy eyes? 

Ag. Aye, for long is the absence from each other, 
that awaits us. 

Ip. I know not, dear father mine, 1 know not of 
what thou art speaking. 

Ag. 'Fhou art moving my pity all the more by 
speaking so sensibly. 

Ip. My words shall turn to senselessness, if that 
will cheer thee more. 

Ag. {Aside) Ah, woe is me! this silence is too much. 
{To iphigenia) Thou hast my thanks. 

Ip. Stay with thy children at home, father. 

Ag. My own wish! but to my sorrow I may not 
humour it. 

Ip. Ruin seize their warring and the woes of Mcn- 
elaus! 

Ag. First will that, which has been my life-long 
ruin, bring ruin unto others. 

Ip. How long thou wert absent in the bays of 
Aulis! 

Ag. Aye, and there is still a hindrance to my send- 
ing the army forward. 

Ip. Where do men say the Phrygians live, father ? 

Ag. In a land where I would Paris, the son of Pri- 
am, ne’er had dwelt. 

Ip. ’Tis a long voyage thou art bound on, father, 
after thou leavcst me. 

Ag. Thou wilt meet thy father again, my daughter. 

Ip. Ah! would it were seemly that thou shouldst 
take me as a fellow- voyager! 

Ag. I’hou too hast a voyage to make to a haven 
where thou wilt remember thy father. 

Ip. Shall I sail thither with my mother or alone? 

Ag. All alone, without father or mother. 

Ip. What! hast thou found me a new home, father! 

Ag. Enough of this! ’tis not for girls to know such 
things. 

Ip. Speed home from Troy, I pray thee, father, 
as soon as thou hast triumphed there. 
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4g^ There is a sacrifice I have first to offer here. 

Ip, Yea, ’tis thy duty to heed religion with aid of 
holy rites. 

Ag, Thou wilt witness it, for thou wilt be stand- 
ing near the laver. 

Ip. Am I to lead the dance then round the altar, 
father? 

Ag. {Aside) I count thee happier than myself be- 
cause thou knowest nothing. {To iphigenia) Go 
within into the presence of maidens, after thou hast 
given me thy hand and one sad kiss, on the eve of 
thy lengthy sojourn far from thy father’s side. 

Bosom, cheek, and golden hair! ah, how grievous 
ye have found Helen and the Phrygians* city! I can 
no more; the tears come welling to my eyes, the 
moment I touch thee. Exit iphigenia. 

{Turning to clytaemnestra) Herein I crave thy 
pardon, daughter of Lcda, if I showed excessive grief 
at the thought of resigning my daughter to Achilles; 
for though we are sending her to taste of bliss, still 
it wrings a parent’s heart, when he, the father who 
has toiled so hard for them, commits his children to 
the homes of strangers. 

Cl. I am not so void of sense; bethink thee, I shall 
go through this as well, when I lead the maiden from 
the chamber to the sound of the marriage-hymn; 
wherefore I chide thee not; but custom will com- 
bine with time to make the smart grow less. 

As touching him, to whom thou hast betrothed 
our daughter, I know his name, ’tis true, but would 
fain learn his lineage and the land of his birth. 

Ag. lliere was one /^gina, the daughter of Aso- 
pus. 

Cl. Who wedded her ? some mortal or a god ? 

Ag. Zeus, and she bare iliacus, the prince of 
ORnone.' 

Cl. What son of i^acus secured his father’s halls? 

Ag. Pcleus, who wedded the daughter of Nereus. 

Cl. With the god’s consent, or when he had taken 
her in spite of gods? 

Ag. Zeus betrothed her, and her guardian gave 
consent. 

Cl. Where did he marry her ? amid the billows of 
the sea ? 

Ag. In Chiron’s home, at sacred Pelion’s foot. 

Cl. What! the abode ascribed to the race of Cen- 
taurs? 

Ag. It was there the gods celebrated the marriage- 
feast of Pcleus. 

Cl. Did Thetis or his father train Achilles ? 

Ag. Chiron brought him up, to prevent his learn- 
ing the ways of the wicked. 

Cl. Ah! wise the teacher, still wiser the father, 
W’ho intrusted his son to such hands. 

Ag. Such is the future husband of thy daughter. 

Cl. A blameless lord ; but what city in Hellas is his ? 

Ag. He dwells on the banks of the river Apidanus, 
in the borders of Phthia. 

Cl. Wilt thou convey our daughter thither ? 

Ag. He who takes her to himself will see to that. 

'The old name of i^gina. 
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Cl. Happiness attend the pair! Which day will he 
marry her ? 

Ag. As soon as the full moon comes to give its 
blessing. 

Cl. Hast thou already offered the goddess a sacri- 
fice to usher in the maiden’s marriage ? 

Ag. I am about to do so; that is the very thing I 
was engaged in. 

Cl. Wilt thou celebrate the marriage-feast there- 
after ? 

Ag. Yes, when I have offered a sacrifice required 
by I leaven of me. 

Cl. But where am I to make ready the feast for 
the women ? 

Ag. Here beside our gallant Argivc ships. 

Cl. Finely here! but still I must; go<Kl come of it 
for all that! 

Ag. I will tell thee, lady, what to do; so obey me 
now. 

Cl. Wherein? for I was ever wont to yield thee 
obedience. 

Ag. Here, where the bridegroom is, will I— 

Cl. Which of my duties will ye perform in the 
mother’s absence ? 

Ag. Give thy child away with help of Danai. 

Cl. And where am I to be the while ? 

Ag. Get thee to Argos, and take care of thy un- 
wedded daughters. 

Cl. And leave my child ? Then who will raise her 
bridal torch ? 

Ag. I will provide the proper wedding torch. 

Cl. I’hat is not the custom; but thou thinkest 
lightly of these things. 

Ag. It is not good thou shouldst be alone among a 
soldier-crowd. 

Cl. It is good that a mother should give her own 
child away. 

Ag. Aye, and that those maidens at home should 
not be left alone. 

Cl. They are in safe keeping, pent in their maiden- 
bowers. 

Ag. Obey. 

Cl. Nay, by the goddess-queen of Argos! go, man- 
age matters out of doors; but in the house it is my 
place to decide what is proper for maidens at their 
wedding. Exit. 

Ag. Woe is me! my efforts are baffied; I am dis- 
appointed in my hope, anxious as I was to get my 
wife out of sight; foiled at every point, I form my 
plots and subtle schemes against my best-beloved. 
But I will go, in spite of all, with Calchas the priest, 
to inquire the goddess’s good pleasure, fraught with 
ill-luck as it is to me, and with trouble to Hellas. He 
who is wise should keep in his house a good and use- 
ful wife or none at all. Exit, 

Ch. They say the Hellenes’ gathered host will come 
in arms aboard their ships to Simois with its silver 
eddies, even to Ilium, the plain of Troy beloved by 
Phoebus; where famed Cassandra, I am told, when- 
e’er the god’s resistless prophecies inspire her, wildly 
tosses her golden tresses, wreathed with crown of 
verdant bay. And on the towers of Troy and round 
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her walls shall Trojans stand, when sea-borne troops 
with brazen shields row in on shapely ships to the 
channels of the Simois, eager to take Helen, the sister 
of that heavenly pair whom Zeus begat, from Priam, 
and bear her back to Hellas by toil of Achxa’s shields 
and spears; encircling Pergamus, the Phrygians* 
town, with murderous war around her stone-built 
towers, dragging men’s heads backward to cut their 
throats, and sacking the citadel of Troy from roof 
to base, a cause of many tears to maids and Priam’s 
wife; and Helen, the daughter of Zeus, shall weep 
in bitter grief, because she left her lord. 

Oh! ne’er may there appear to me or to my chil- 
dren’s children the prospect which the wealthy Lyd- 
ian dames and Phrygia’s brides will have, as at their 
looms they hold converse: “Say who will pluck this 
fair blossom from her ruined country, tightening 
his grasp on lovely tresses till the tears flow ? ’1 is all 
through thee, the offspring of the long-necked swan; 
if indeed it be a true report that Leda bare thee to 
a winged bird, when Zeus transformed himself 
thereto, or whether, in the pages of the poets, fables 
have carried these tales to men’s ears idly, out of 
season.” 

Enter achilles. 

Achilles. Where in these tents is Achaea’s general ? 
Which of his servants will announce to him that 
Achilles, the son of Pelcus, is at his gates seeking 
him ? For this delay at the Euripus is not the same 
for all of us; there be some, for instance, who, though 
still unwed, have left their houses desolate and are 
idling here upon the beach, while others are married 
and nave children; so strange the longing for this 
expedition that has fallen on their hearts by Heav- 
en’s will. My own just plea must I declare, and who- 
so else hath any wish will speak for himself. Though 
I have left Pharsalia and Peleus, still I linger here by 
reason of these light breezes at the Euripus, restrain- 
ing my Myrmidons, while they are ever instant with 
me saying, “Why do we tarry, Achilles? how much 
longer must we count the days to the start for Ilium ? 
do something, if thou art so minded; else lead home 
thy men, and wait not for the tardy action of these 
Atridae.” 

Enter clytaemnestra. 

CL Hail to thee, son of the Nereid goddess! I 
heard thy voice from within the tent and therefore 
came forth. 

Ac. O modesty revered! who can this lady be 
whom I behold, so richly dowered with beauty’s 
gifts? 

CL No wonder thou knowest me not, seeing I am 
one thou hast never before set eyes on; I praise thy 
reverent address to modesty. 

Ac. Who art thou, and wherefore art thou come 
to the mustering of the Danai— thou, a woman, to 
a fenebd camp of men ? 

CL The daughter of Leda I; my name Clytaem- 
nestra; and my husband king Agamemnon. 

Ac. Well and shortly answered on all Important 
pointsl but it ill befits that I should stand talking to 
women. 


CL Stay; why seek to fly ? Give me thy hand, a 
prelude to a happy marriage. 

Ac. What is it thou sayest ? I give thee my hand ? 
Were I to lay a finger where I have no right, I could 
ne’er meet Agamemnon’s eye. 

CL The best of rights hast thou, seeing it is my 
child thou wilt wed, O son of the sea-goddess, whom 
Nereus begat, 

Ac. What wedding dost thou speak of? words fail 
me, lady; can thy wits have gone astray and art thou 
inventing this ? 

CL All men are naturally shy in the presence of 
new relations, when these remind them of their wed- 
ding. 

Ac. Lady, I have never wooed daughter of thine, 
nor have th^ ^ns of Atreus ever mentioned marri- 
age to me. 1 

CL What can it mean ? thy turn now to marvel at 
my words, for thine are passing strange to me\ 

Ac. Hazard a guess; that we can both do this 
matter; for it may be we are both correct ih our 
statements. 

CL What! have I suffered such indignity ? 'The 
marriage 1 am courting has no reality, it seems; 1 am 
ashamed of it. 

Ac. Some one perhaps has made a mock of thee 
and me; pay no heed thereto; make light of it. 

Cl. Farewell; I can no longer face thee with un- 
faltering eyes, after being made a liar and suffering 
this indignity. 

Ac. ’Tis “farewell” too I bid thee, lady; and now 
I go within the tent to seek thy husband. 

At. {Calling through the tent-door) Stranger of the 
race of /Eacus, stay awhile! Ho there! thee I mean, 
O goddess-born, and thee, daughter of Leda. 

Ac. Who is it calling through the half-opened 
door? what fear his voice betrays! 

At. A slave am I; of that I am not proud, for for- 
tune permits it not. 

Ac. Whose slave art thou? not mine; for mine and 
Agamemnon’s goods are separate. 

At. I belong to this lady who stands before the 
tent, a gift to her from Tyndareus her father. 

Ac. I am waiting; tell me, if thou art desirous, 
why thou hast stay^ me. 

At. Are ye really all alone here at the door ? 

CL To us alone wilt thou address thyself; come 
forth from the king’s tent. 

At, {Coming out) O Fortune and my own fore- 
sight, preserve whom I desire! 

Ac. That speech will save them— in the future; 
it has a certain pompous air. 

CL Delay not for the sake of touching my right 
hand, if there is aught that thou wouldst say to 
me. 

At. Well, thou knowest my character and my de- 
votion to thee and thy children. 

CL I know thou hast grown old in the service of 
my house. 

At. Likewise thou knowest it was in thy dowry 
king Agamemnon received me. 

CL Yes, thou earnest to Argos with me, and hast 
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been mine this lone time past. 

AU True; and though I bear thee all goodwill, I 
like not thy lord so well. 

CL Come, come, unfold whatever thou hast to say. 

At, Her father, he that begat her, is on the point 
of slaying thy daughter with his own hand— 

CL How? Out upon thy story, old dotard! thou 
art mad. 

At, Severing with a sword the hapless maid’s white 
throat. 

CL Ah, woe is me! Is my husband haply mad ? 

At, Nay; sane, except where thou and thy daugh- 
ter are concerned; there he is mad. 

Cl, What is his reason? what vengeful fiend im- 
pels him ? 

At. Oracles— at least so Calchas says, in order that 
the host may start— 

CL Whither? Woe is me, and woe is thee, thy 
father’s destined victim! 

At, To the halls of Dardanus, that Menclaus may 
recover Helen. 

CL So Helen’s return then was fated to affect Iphi- 
genia ? 

At, Thou knowest all; her father is about to offer 
thy child to Artemis. 

CL But that marriage— what pretext had it for 
bringing me from home ? 

At, An inducement to thee to bring thy daughter 
cheerfully, to wed her to Achilles, 

CL On a deadly errand art thou come, my daugh- 
ter, both thou, and I, thy mother. 

At, Piteous the lot of both of you— and fearful 
Agamemnon’s venture. 

CL Alas! I am undone; my eyes can no longer stem 
their tears. 

At, What more natural than to weep the loss of thy 
children ? 

CL Whence, old man, dost say thou hadst this 
news? 

At. I had started to carry thee a letter referring to 
the former writing. 

CL Forbidding or combining to urge my bringing 
the child to her death ? 

At. Nay, forbidding it, for thy lord was then in 
his sober senses. 

CL How comes it then, if thou wert really bring- 
ing me a letter, that thou dost not now deliver it 
into my hands? 

At, Menelaus snatched it from me— he who caused 
this trouble. 

CL Dost thou hear that, son of Peleus, the Ne- 
reid’s child ? 

Ac, I have been listening to the tale of thy suffer- 
ings, and I am indienant to think I was used as a tool. 

CL They will slay my child; they have tricked 
her with thy marriage. 

Ac, Like thee I blame thy lord, nor do I view it 
with mere indifiference. 

CL No longer will I let shame prevent my kneel- 
ing to thee, a mortal to one goddess-born; why do I 
affect reserve? whose interests should I consult be- 
fore my child’s? (Throwing herself brfore achilles) 
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Oh! help me, goddess-born, in my sore distress, and 
her that was called thy bride— in vain, ’tis true, yet 
called she was. For thee it was I wreathed her head 
and led her forth as if to marriage, but now it is to 
slaughter I am bringing her. On thee w'ill come re- 
proach because thou didst not help her; for though 
not wedded to her, yet wert thou the loving hus- 
band of my hapless maid in name at any rate. By 
thy beard, right hand, and mother too I do implore 
thee; for thy name it was that worked my ruin, and 
thou art bound to stand by that. Elxcept thy knees 
I have no altar whcrcunto to fly; and not a friend 
stands at my side. Thou hast heard the cruel aban- 
doned scheme of Agamemnon; and I, a w'oman, am 
come, as thou seest, to a camp of lawless sailor- folk, 
bold in evil’s cause, though useful when they list; 
wherefore if thou boldly stretch forth thine arm in 
my behalf, our safety is assured; but if thou with- 
hold it, we arc lost. 

Ch. A wondrous thing is motherhood, carrying 
with it a potent spell, wherein all share, so that for 
their children’s sake they will endure affliction. 

Ac. My proud spirit is stirred to range aloft, but 
it has learnt to grieve in misfortune and rejoice in 
high prosperity with equal moderation. For these 
are the men who can count on ordering all their life 
aright by wisdom’s rules. True, there arc cases where 
’tis pleasant not to be too wise, but there arc others, 
where some store of wisdom helps. Brought upin god- 
ly Chiron’s halls myself, I learnt to keep a single heart; 
and provided the Atridai lead aright, I will obey them ; 
but when they cease therefrom, no more will I obey. 
Nay, but here and in Troy I will show the freedom of 
my nature, and, as far as in me lies, do honour to Ares 
with my spear. Thee, lady, who hast suffered so cruelly 
from thy nearest and dearest, will I, by every effort 
in a young man’s power, set right, investing thee 
with that amount of pity, and never shall thy daugh- 
ter, after being once called my bride, die by her fa- 
ther’s hand; for I wall not lend myself to thy hus- 
band’s subtle tricks; no! for it will be my name that 
kills thy child, although it wicldeth not the steel. 
Thy own husband is the actual cause, but I shall no 
longer be guiltless, if, because of me and my mar- 
riage, this maiden perishes, she that hath suffered 
past endurance and been the victim of affronts most 
strangely undeserved. So am I made the poorest 
wretch in Argos; I a thing of naught, and Menelaus 
counting for a man ! No son of Peleus I, but the issue 
of a vengeful fiend, if my name shall serve thy hus- 
band for the murder. Nay! by Nercus, who begat 
my mother Thetis, in his home amid the flowing 
waves, never shall king Agamemnon touch thy 
daughter, no! not even to the laying of a finger-tip 
upon her robe; else will Sipylus, that frontier town 
of barbarism, the cradle of those chieftains’ line, be 
henceforth a city indeed, while Phthia’s name will 
nowhere find mention. Calchas, the seer, shall rue 
beginning the sacrifice with his barley-meal and lus- 
tral water. Why, what is a seer ? A man who with 
luck tells the truth sometimes, with frequent false- 
hoods, but when his luck deserts him, collapses then 
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and there. It is not to secure a bride that I have 
spoken thus — there be maids unnumbered eager to 
have my love— no! but king Agamemnon has put 
an insult on me; he should have asked my leave to 
use my name as a means to catch the child, for it 
was I chiefly who induced Clytaemnestra to betroth 
her daughter to me; verily 1 had yielded this to Hel- 
las, if that was where our going to Ilium broke down; 
I would never have refused to further my fellow- 
soldiers* common interest. But, as it is, I am as 
naught in the eyes of those chieftains, and little they 
reck of treating me well or ill. My sword shall soon 
know if any one is to snatch thy daughter from me, 
for then will I make it reek with the bloody stains 
of slaughter, ere it reach Phrygia. Calm thyself then; 
as a god in his might 1 appeared to thee, without be- 
ing so, but such will I show myself for all that. 

Ch. Son of Peleus, thy words are alike worthy of 
thee and that sea-born deity, the holy goddess. 

Cl. Ah! would I could find words to utter thy 
praise without excess, and yet not lose the gracious- 
ness thereof by stinting it; for when the good are 
praised, they have a feeling, as it were, of hatred for 
those who in their praise exceed the mean. But I am 
ashamed of intruding a talc of woe, since my afflic- 
tion touches myself alone and thou art not affected 
by troubles of mine; but still it looks well for the 
man of worth to assist the unfortunate, even when 
he is not connected with them. Wherefore pity us, 
for our sufferings cry for pity; in the first place, I 
have harboured an idle hope in thinking to have 
thee wed my daughter; and next, perhaps, the slay- 
ing of my child will be to thee an evil omen in thy 
wooing hereafter, against which thou must guard 
thyself. Thy words were good, both first and last; 
for if thou will it so, my daughter will be saved. 
Wilt have her clasp thy knees in suppliant wise ? ’Tis 
no maid*s part; yet if it seem good to thee, why 
come she shall with the modest look of free-born 
maid; but if I .shall obtain the self-same end from 
thee without her coming, then let her abide within, 
for there is dignity in her reserve; still reserve must 
only go as far as the case allows. 

Ac. Bring not thou thy daughter out for me to 
see, lady, nor let us incur the reproach of the ignor- 
ant; for an army, when gathered together without 
domestic duties to employ it, loves the evil gossip 
of malicious tongues. After all, should ye supplicate 
me, ye will attain a like result as if I had ne*cr been 
supplicated; for I am myself engaged in a mighty 
struggle to rid you of your troubles. One thing be 
sure thou hast heard; I will not tell a lie; if I do that 
or idly mock thee, may I die, but live if I preserve 
the maid. 

CL Bless thee for ever succouring the distressed! 

Ac. Hearken then to me, that the matter may 
succeed. 

CL What is thy proposal } for hear thee I must. 

Ac. Let us once more urge her father to a better 
frame of mind. 

CL He is something of a coward, and fears the 
army too much. 


Ac. Still argument o’erthroweth argument. 

CL Cold hope indeed; but tell me what I must do. 

Ac. Entreat him first not to slay his children, and 
if he is stubborn, come to me. For if he consents to 
thy request, my intervention need go no further, 
since this consent insures thy safety. I too shall show 
myself in a better light to my friend, and the army 
will not blame me, if I arrange the matter by reason 
rather than force; while, should things turn out well, 
the result will prove satisfactory both to thee and 
thy friends, even without my interference. 

CL How sensibly thou speakest! I must act as 
seemelh best to thee; but should I fail of my object, 
where am I to see thee again ? whither must I turn 
my wretched steps and find thee ready to champion 
my distress ? 

Ac. I am.kecping watch to guard thee. Where oc- 
casion calls, that none see thee passing through the 
host of Danai with that scared look. Shamebiot thy 
father’s house; for Tyndarcus deserveth nojt to be 
ill spoken of, being a mighty man in Hellas. \ 

CL *Tis even so. Command me; I must plhy the 
slave to thee. If there are gods, thou for thy right- 
eous dealing wilt find them favourable; if there are 
none, what need to toil? 

Exeunt a-chilles and clytaemnestra. 

Ch. What wedding-hymn was that which raised 
its strains to the sound of Libyan flutes, to the music 
of the dancer’s lyre, and the note of the pipe of 
reeds? 

’Twas in the day Pieria’s fair-tressed choir came 
o’er the slopes of Pclion to the marriage-feast of 
Peleus, beating the ground with print of golden san- 
dals at the banquet of the gods, and hymning in 
dulcet strains the praise of Thetis and the son of 
i^cus, o’er the Centaurs’ hill, down through the 
woods of Pclion. 

There was the Dardanian boy, Phrygian Gany- 
mede, whom Zeus delights to honour, drawing off 
the wine he mixed in the depths of golden bowls; 
while, along the gleaming sand, the fifty daughters 
of Ncreus graced the marriage with their dancing, 
circling in a mazy ring. 

Came too the revel-rout of Centaurs, mounted on 
horses, to the feast of the gods and the mixing-bowl 
of Bacchus, leaning on fir-trees, with wreaths oi 
green foliage round their heads; and loudly cried the 
prophet Chiron, skilled in arts inspired by Phoebus; 
“Daughter of Nercus, thou shalt bear a son”— whose 
name he gave— “a dazzling light to ITiessaly; for 
he shall come with an army of Myrmidon spearmen 
to the far-famed land of Priam, to set it in a blaze, 
his body cased in a suit of golden mail forged by 
Hephaestus, a gift from his goddess-mother, even 
from Thetis who bore him.” 

Then shed the gods a blessing on the marriage of 
the high-born bride, who was first of Nereus’ daugh- 
ters, and on the wedding of Peleus. But thee* will 
Argives crown, wreathing the lovely tresses of thy 
hair, like a dappled mountain hind brought from 
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some rocky cave or a heifer undefiled, and staining 
with blood thy human throat; though thou wert 
never reared like these amid the piping and whis- 
tling of herdsmen, but at thy mother’s side, to be 
decked one day by her as the bride of a son of Ina- 
chus. Where now does the face of modesty or virtue 
avail aught ? seeing that godlessness holds sway, and 
virtue is neglected by men and thrust behind them, 
lawlessness o’er law prevailing, and mortals no longer 
making common cause to keep the jealousy of gods 
from reaching them. 

Cl. {Reappearing from thetent) \ have come from 
the rent to look out for my husband, who went away 
and left its shelter long ago; while that poor child, 
my daughter, hearing of the death her father designs 
for her, is in tears, uttering in many keys her piteous 
lamentation. {Catching sight of ACAUVMnoii) It seems 
I was speaking of one not far away; for there is Aga- 
memnon, who will soon be detected in the commis- 
sion of a crime against his own child. 

Enter agamemnon. 

Ag. Daughter of Lcda, ’tis lucky I have found 
thee outside the tent, to discuss with thee in our 
daughter’s absence subjects not suited for the ears 
of maidens on the eve of marriage. 

Cl. What, pray, is dependent on the present crisis ? 

Ag. Send the maiden out to join her father, for 
the lustral water stands there ready, and barley-meal 
to scatter with the hand on the cleansing flame, and 
heifers to be slain in honour of the goddess Artemis, 
to usher in the marriage, their black blood spouting 
from them. 

Cl. Though fair the words thou uscst, I know not 
how I am to name thy deeds in terms of praise. 

Come forth, my daughter; full well thou knowest 
what is in thy father’s mind; take the child Orestes, 
thy brother, and bring him with thee in the folds of 
thy robe. 

Enter ipiiigenia. 

Behold! she comes, in obedience to thy summons. 
Myself will speak the rest alike for her and me. 

Ag. My child, why wcepcst thou and no longer 
lookest cheerfully.? why art thou fixing thine eyes 
upon the ground and holding thy robe before them ? 

Cl. Alas! with which of my woes shall 1 begin ? for 
I may treat them all as first, or put them last or mid- 
way anywhere. 

Ag. How now ? I find you all alike, confusion and 
alarm iu every eye. 

Cl. My husband, answer frankly the questions I 
ask thee. 

Ag. There is no necessity to order me; I am will- 
ing to be questioned. 

CL Dost thou mean to slay thy child and mine? 

Ag. {Starting) Ha! these are heartless words, un- 
warranted suspicions! 

Cl. Peace! answer me that question first. 

Ag. Put a fair question and thou shalt have a fair 
answer. 

Cl. I have no other questions to put; give me no 
other answers. 

Ag. O fate revered, O destiny, and fortune minel 
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CL Aye, and mine and this maid’s too; the three 
share one bad fortune. 

Ag. Whom have I injured ? 

CL Dost thou ask me this question? A thought 
like that itself amounts to thoughtlessness. 

Ag. Ruined! my secret out! 

C/. 1 know all; I have heard what thou art bent 
on doing to me. Thy very silence and those frequent 
groans arc a confession; tire not thyself by telling it. 

Ag. Lo! I am silent; for, if 1 tell thee a falsehood, 
needs must I add effrontery to misfortune. 

CL Well, listen; for I will now unfold my meaning 
and no longer employ dark riddles. In the first place 
—to reproach thee first with this— it was not of my 
own free will but by force that thou didst take and 
wed me, after slaying 1 antalus, my former husband, 
and dashing my babe on the ground alive, when 
thou hadst torn him from my breast with brutal 
violence. Then, when those two sons of Zeus, w'ho 
were likewise my brothers, came flashing on horse- 
back to war with thee, Tyndareus, my aged sire, 
rescued thee because of thy suppliant prayers, and 
thou in turn hadst me to wife. Once reconciled to 
thee upon this footing, thou wilt bear me witness I 
have been a blameless wife to thee and thy family, 
chaste in love, an honour to thy house, that so thy 
coming in might be with joy and thy going out with 
gladness. And ’tis seldom a man secures a wife like 
this, though the getting of a worthless woman is no 
rarity. 

Besides three daughters, of one of whom thou art 
heartlessly depriving me, I am the mother of this 
son of thine. If anyone asks thee thy reason for slay- 
ing her, tell me, what wilt thou say? or must I say 
it for thee ? “It is that Menelaus may recover Helen.” 
An honourable exchange, indeed, to pay a wicked 
woman’s price in children’s lives! ’Tis buying what 
we most detest with what we hold most dear. Again, 
if thou go forth with the host, leaving me in thy 
halls, and art long absent at Troy, what will my feel- 
ings be at home, dost think? when I behold each 
vacant chair and her chamber now deserted, and 
then sit down alone in tears, making ceaseless lam- 
entation for her, “Ah! my child, he that begat thee 
hath slain thee himself, he and no one else, nor was it 
by another’s hand.” *to thy home, after leav- 

ing such a price to be paid; for it needs now but a 
trilling pretext for me and the daughters remaining 
to give thee the reception it is right thou shouldst 
receive. I adjure thee by the gcxls, compel me not to 
sin against thee, nor sin thyself. Go to; suppose thou 
sacrifice the child ; what prayer wilt thou utter, when 
’tis done? what will the blessing be that thou wilt 
invoke upon thyself as thou art slaying our daugh- 
ter? an ill returning maybe, seeing the disgrace that 
speeds rhy going forth. Is it right that I should pray 
for any luck to attend thee ? Surely we should deem 
the gods devoid of sense, if we harboured a kindly 
feeling towards murderers. Shalt thou embrace thy 

lA line here fallen out to eflcct, ' ‘How wilt thou dare 
to return to thy wife and . . .** 
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children on thy coming back to Argos? Nay, thou 
hast no right. Will any child of thine e’er face thee, 
if thou have surrendered one of them to death ? Has 
this ever entered into thy calculations, or docs thy 
one duty consist in carrying a sceptre about and 
marching at the head of an army ? when thou might- 
cst have made this fair proposal among the Argives; 
“Is it your wish, Achaeans, to sail for Phrygia’s 
shores ? Why then, cast lots whose daughter has to 
die.” For that would have been a fair course for thee 
to pursue, instead of picking out thy own child for 
the victim and presenting her to the Danai; or Men- 
elaus, inasmuch as it was his concern, should have 
slain Hermione for her mother. As it is, 1, who still 
am true to thee, must lose my child; while she, who 
went astray, will return with her daughter, and live 
in happiness at Sparta. If I am wrong in aught here- 
in, answer me; but if my words have been fairly 
urged, do not still slay thy child, who is mine too, 
and thou wilt be wise. 

Ch, Hearken to her, Agamemnon, for to join in 
saving thy children’s lives is surely a noble deed; 
none would gainsay this. 

Ip. Had I the eloquence of Orpheus, my father, 
to move the rocks by chanted spells to follow me, 
or to charm by speaking whom I would, I had re- 
sorted to it. But as it is. I’ll bring my tears— the only 
art I know; for that I might attempt. And about 
thy knees, in suppliant wise, I twine my limbs — 
these limbs thy wife here bore. Destroy me not be- 
fore my time, for sweet it is to look upon the light, 
and force me not to visit scenes below. I was the 
first to call thee father, thou the first to call me child; 
the first was I to sit upon thy knee and give and 
take the fond caress. And this was what thou then 
wouldst say, “Shall I see thee, my child, living a 
happy prosperous life in a husband’s home one day, 
in a manner worthy of myself?” And I in my turn 
would ask, as I hung about thy beard, whereto I 
now am clinging, “How shall I see thee ? Shall I be 
giving thee a glad reception in my halls, father, in 
thy old age, repaying all thy anxious care in rearing 
me?” 

I remember all we said, ’tis thou who hast for- 
gotten and now wouldst take my life. By Pelops, I 
entreat thee spare me, by thy father Atreus and my 
mother here, who suffers now a second time the 
pangs she felt before when bearing me! What have 
I to do with the marriage of Paris and Helen ? why 
is his coming to prove my ruin, father ? Look upon 
me; one glance, one kiss bestow, that this at least I 
may carry to my death as a memorial of thee, though 
thou heed not my pleading. 

{Holding up the babe orestes) Feeble ally though 
thou art, brother, to thy loved ones, yet add thy 
tears to mine and entreat our father for thy sister’s 
life; even in babes there is a natural sense of ill. O 
father, see this speechless supplication made to thee; 
pity me; have mercy on my tender years! Yea, by 
thy b^rd we two fond hearts implore thy pity, the 
one a babe, a full-grown maid the other. By sum- 
ming all my pleas in one, I will prevail in what 1 say. 


To gaze upon yon light is man’s most cherished gift; 
that life below is nothingness, and whoso longs for 
death is mad. Better live a life of woe than die a 
death of glory! 

Ch. Ah, wretched Helen! Awful the struggle that 
has come to the sons of Atreus and their children, 
thanks to thee and those marriages of thine. 

Ag. While loving my own children, I yet under- 
stand what should move my pity and what should 
not; I were a madman else. ’Tis terrible for me to 
bring myself to this, nor less terrible is it to refuse, 
daughter; for I must fare the same. Ye see the vast- 
ness of yon naval host, and the numbers of bronze- 
clad warriors from Hellas, who can neither make 
their way to Ilium’s towers nor raze the far-famed 
citadel of Troy, unless I offer thee according to the 
word of Qilchas the seer. Some mad desire possesses 
the host of Hellas to sail forthwith to the 4nd of the 
barbarians, and put a stop to the rape of wives from 
Hellas, and they will slay my daughters in\Argos as 
well as you and me, if I disregard the godaess’s be- 
hests. It is not Menelaus who hath enslaved me to 
him, child, nor have I followed wish of his; hay, ’tis 
Hellas, for whom I must sacrifice thee whethtir I will 
or no; to this necessity I bow my head; for her free- 
dom must be preserved, as far as any help of thine, 
daughter, or mine can go; nor must they, who are the 
sons of Hellas, be pillaged of their wives by barbarian 
robbery. agamemnon rushes from the stage. 

Cl. My child! Yc stranger ladies! 

Woe is me for this thy death! Thy father flies, 
surrendering thee to Hades. 

Ip. Woe is me, O mother mine! for the same strain 
hath fallen to both of us in our fortune. No more 
for me the light of day! no more the beams of yon- 
der sun! Woe for that snow- beat glen in Phrygia and 
the hills of Ida, where Priam once exposed a tender 
babe, torn from his mother’s arms to meet a deadly 
doom, e’en Paris, called the child of Ida in the 
Phrygians’ town. Would Priam ne’er had settled 
him, the herdsman reared amid the herds, beside 
that water crystal-clear, where arc fountains of the 
Nymphs and their meadow rich with blooming flow- 
ers, where hyacinths and rose-buds blow for god- 
desses to gather! Hither one day came Pallas and 
Cypris of the subtle heart, Hera too and Hermes 
messenger of Zeus— Cypris, proud of the longing 
she causes; Pallas of her prowess; and Hera of her 
royal marriage with king Zeus— to decide a hateful 
strife about their beauty; but it is my death, maid- 
ens— fraught, ’tis true, with glory to the Dana!— 
that Artemis has received as an offering, before they 
begin the voyage to Ilium. 

0 mother, mother! he that begat me to this life 
of sorrow has gone and left me all alone. Ah! woe is 
me! a bitter, bitter sight for me was Helen, evil 
Helen! to me now doomed to bleed and die, slaugh- 
tered by an impious sire. 

1 would this Aulis had never received in its havens 
here the sterns of their bronze-beaked ships, the 
fleet which was speeding them to Troy; and would 
that Zeus had never breathed on the Euripusa wind 
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to stop the expedition, tempering, as he doth, a dif- 
ferent breeze to different men, so that some have 
joy in setting sail, and sorrow some, and others hard 
constraint, to make some start and others stay and 
others furl their sails I 

Full of trouble then, it seems, is the race of mor- 
tals, full of trouble verily; and ’tis ever Fate’s decree 
that man should find distress. 

Woel woe to thee, thou child of Tyndarcus, for 
the suffering and anguish sore, which thou art caus- 
ing the Danail 

Ch, I pity thee for thy cruel fate— a fate I would 
thou ne’er hadst met! 

Ip. O mother that bare me! I see a throng of men 
approaching. 

Cl. It is the goddess-born thou seest, child, for 
whom thou earnest hither. 

Ip. {Calling into the tent) Open the tent-door to me, 
servants, that I may hide myself. 

Cl. Why seek to fly, my child ? 

Ip. 1 am ashamed to face Achilles. 

a Wherefore? 

Ip. The luckless ending to our marriage causes me 
to feel abashed. 

Cl. No time for afiiectation now in face of what 
has chanced. Stay then; reserve will do no good, if 
only we can 

Enter achilles. 

Ac. Daughter of Leda, lady of sorrows! 

Cl. No misnomer that. 

Ac. A fearful cry is heard among the Argives. 

Cl. What is it ? tell me. 

Ac. It concerns thy child. 

Cl. An evil omen for thy words. 

Ac. They say her sacrifice is necessary. 

Cl. And is there no one to say a word against 
them? 

Ac. Indeed I was in some danger myself from the 
tumult. 

Cl. In danger of what ? kind sir. 

Ac. Of being stoned. 

Cl. Surely not for trying to save my daughter ? 

Ac. The very reason. 

Cl. Who would have dared to lay a finger on thee ? 

Ac. The men of Hellas, one and all. 

Cl. Were not thy Myrmidon warriors at thy side ? 

Ac. They were the first who turned against me. 

Cl. My child! we arc lost, undone, it seems. 

Ac. They taunted me as the man whom marriage 
had enslaved. 

Cl. And what didst thou answer them ? 

Ac. I craved the life of her I meant to wed 

Cl. Justly so. 

Ac. The wife her father promised me. 

Cl. Aye, and sent to fetch from Argos. 

Ac, But I was overcome by clamorous cries. 

Cl, Truly the mob is a dire mischief. 

Ac. But I will help thee for all that. 

Cl. Wilt thou really fight them single-handed ? 

Ac. Dost sec these warriors here, carrying my 
arms? 

Q. Bless thee for thy kind intent! 
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Well, I shall be blessed. 

Cl. Then my child will not be slaughtered now? 

Ac. No, not with my consent at any rate. 

Cl. But will any of them come to lay hands on 
the maid ? 

Ac. Thousands of them, with Odysseus at their 
head. 

Cl. The son of Sisyphus ? 

Ac. The very same. 

Cl. Acting for himself or by the army’s order ? 

Ac. By their choice — and his own. 

Cl. An evil choice indeed, to stain his hands in 
blood! 

Ac. But I will hold him back. 

Cl. Will he seize and bear her hence against her 
will? 

Ac. Aye, by her golden hair no doubt. 

Cl. What must 1 do, when it comes to that ? 

Ac. Keep hold of thy daughter. 

Cl. Be sure that she shall not be slain, as far as 
that can help her. 

Ac. Believe me, it will come to this. 

Ip. Mother, hear me while I speak, for I see that 
thou art wroth with thy husband to no purpose; ’tis 
hard for us to persist in impossibilities. Our thanks 
are due to this stranger for his ready help; but thou 
must also see to it that he is not reproached by the 
army, leaving us no better off and himself involved 
in trouble. Listen, mother; hear what thoughts have 
passed across my mind. I am resolved to die; and 
this I fain would do with honour, dismissing from 
me what is mean. Towards this now, mother, turn 
thy thoughts, and with me weigh how well I speak; 
to me the whole of mighty Hellas looks; on me the 
passage o’er the sea depends; on me the sack of Troy; 
and in my power it lies to check henceforth barbar- 
ian raids on happy Hellas, if ever in the days to come 
they seek to seize her daughters, when once they 
have atoned by death for the violation of Helen’s 
marriage by Paris. All this deliverance will my death 
insure, and my fame for setting Hellas free will be a 
happy one. Besides, I have no right at all to cling 
too fondly to my life; for thou didst not bear me 
for myself alone, but as a public blessing to all Hel- 
las. What! shall countless warriors, armed with 
shields, those myriads sitting at the oar, find courage 
to attack the foe and die for Hellas, because their 
fatherland is wronged, and my one life prevent all 
this? What kind of justice is that? could I find a 
word in answer? Now turn we to that other point. 
It is not right that this man should enter the lists 
with all Argos or be slam foi a woman’s sake. Better 
a single man should see the light than ten thousand 
women. If Artemis is minded to take this body, am 
I, a weak mortal, to thwart the goddess? Nay, that 
were impossible. To Hellas I resign it; offer this sac- 
rifice and make an utter end of Troy. This is my 
enduring monument; marriage, motherhood, and 
fame— all these is it to me. And it is but right, 
mother, that Hellenes should rule barbarians, but 
not barbarians Hellenes, those being slaves, while 
these arc free. 
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Ch. Thou playcst a noble jwrt, maiden; but sickly 
arc the whims of Fate and the goddess. 

Ac, Daughter of Agamemnon! some god was bent 
on blessing me, could I but have won thee for my 
wife. In thcc I reckon Hellas happy, and thee in 
Hellas; for this that thou hast said is good and worthy 
of thy fatherland; since thou, abandoning a strife 
with heavenly powers, which are too strong for thee, 
has fairly weighed advantages and needs. But now 
that I have looked into thy noble nature, I feel still 
more a fond desire to win thcc for my bride. Look 
to it; for 1 would fain serve thee and receive thee 
in my halls; and witness Thetis, how I grieve to 
think I shall not save thy life by doing battle with 
the Danai. Reflect, I say ; a dreadful ill is death. 

Ip. This I say, without regard to anyone. Rnough 
that the daughter of Tyndareus is causing wars and 
bloodshed by her beauty; then be not slain thyself, 
sir stranger, nor seek to slay another on my account ; 
but let me, if I can, save Hellas. 

Ac. Heroic spirit! I can say no more to this, since 
thou art so minded; for thine is a noble resolve; why 
should not one avow the truth? Yet will I speak, 
for thou wilt haply change thy mind; that thou 
mayst know then what my offer is, I will go and 
place these arms of mine near the altar, resolved not 
to permit thy death but to prevent it; for brave as 
thou art, at sight of the knife held at thy throat, 
thou wilt soon avail thyself of what I said. So I will 
not let thee perish through any thoughtlessness of 
thine, but will go to the temple of the goddess with 
these arms and await thy arrival there. 

Exit ACHILLES. 

Ip. Mother, why so silent, thine eyes wet with 
tears? 

Cl. I have reason, woe is me! to be sad at 
heart. 

Ip. Forbear; make me not a coward; here in one 
thing obey me. 

Cl. Say what it is, my child, for at my hands thou 
shalt ne’er suffer injury. 

Ip. Cut not off the tresses of thy hair for me, nor 
clothe thyself in sable garb. 

Cl. Why, my child, what is it thou hast said ? Shall 
I, when I lose thee 

Ip. “Lose” me, thou dost not; I am saved and thou 
renowned, as far as I can make thee. 

Cl. How so? Must I not mourn thy death ? 

Ip. By no means, for I shall have no tomb heaped 
o’er me. 

Cl. What, is not the act of dying held to imply 
burial ? 

Ip. The altar of the goddess, Zeus’s daughter, will 
be my tomb. 

Cl. Well, my child, I will let thee persuade me, 
for thou sayest well. 

Ip. Aye, as one who prospereth and doeth Hellas 
service. 

Cl. What message shall I carry to thy sisters? 

Ip. Put not mourning raiment on them either. 

Cl. But is there no fond message I can give the 
maidens from thee ? 


Ip. Yes, my farewell words; and promise me to 
rear this babe Orestes to manhood. 

Cl. Press him to thy bosom; ’tis thy last look. 

Ip. O thou that art most dear to me! thou hast 
helped thy friends as thou hadst means. 

Cl. Is there anything I can do to pleasure thee in 
Argos? 

Ip. Yes, hate not my father, thy own husband. 

Cl. Fearful are the trials through which he has to 
go because of thee. 

Ip. It was against his will he ruined me for the 
sake of Hellas. 

Cl. Ah! but he employed base treachery, unworthy 
of Atreus. 

Ip. Who will escort me hence, before my hair is 
torn ? 

Cl. I will' go with thee. I 

Ip. No, not thou; thou say’st not well. 

Cl. I will, clinging to thy robes. \ 

Ip. Be persuaded by me, mother, stay l^re; for 
this is the better way alike for me and thee;', but let 
one of these attendants of my father conduct me to 
the meadow of Artemis, where I shall be sacrificed. 

Cl. Art gone from me, my child ? 

Ip. Aye, and with no chance of ever returning. 

Cl. Leaving thy mother ? 

Ip. Yes, as thou seest, undeservedly. 

Cl. Hold! leave me not! 

Ip. I cannot let thee shed a tear. (Exit clytaem- 
NKSTRA. To the chorus) Be it yours, maidens, to 
hymn in joyous strains Artemis, the child of Zeus, 
for my hard lot; and let the order for a solemn hush 
go forth to the Danai. Begin the sacrifice with the 
baskets, let the fire blaze for the purifying meal of 
sprinkling, and my father pace from left to right 
about the altar; for I come to bestow on Ilcllas safety 
crowned with victory. Lead me hence, me the de- 
stroyer of Ilium’s town and the Phrygians; give me 
wreaths to cast about me; bring them hither; here 
are my tresses to crown; bring lustral water too. 
Dance to Artemis, queen Artemis the blest, around 
her fane and altar; for by the blood of my sacrifice I 
will blot out the oracle, if it needs must be. 

O mother, lady revered! for thee shall my tears 
be shed, and now; for at the holy rites I may not 
weep. 

Sing with me, maidens, sing the praises of Artemis, 
whose temple faces Chalcis, where angry spearmen 
madly chafe, here in the narrow havens of Aulis, be- 
cause of me. 

O Pelasgia, land of my birth, and Mycenae, my 
home! 

Ch. Is it on Perseus’ citadel thou callest, that town 
Cyclopean workmen builded ? 

Ip. To be a light to Hellas didst thou rear me, and 
so I say not No to death. 

Ch. Thou art right; no fear that fame will e’er 
desert thcc! 

Ip. Hail to thee, bright lamp of day and light of 
Zeus! A different life, a different lot is henceforth 
mine. Farewell I bid thcc, light beloved! 

Exit IPHIGENZA. 
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Ch, Behold the maiden on her way, the destroyer 
of Ilium’s town and its Phrygians, with garlands 
twined about her head, and drops of lustral water 
on her, soon to besprinkle with her gushing blood 
the altar of a murderous goddess, what time her 
shapely neck is severed. 

For thee fair streams of a father’s pouring and 
lustral w'atcrs are in store, for thee Achaea’s host is 
waiting, eager to reach the citadel of Ilium. But let 
us celebrate Artemis, the daughter of Zeus, queen 
among the gods, as if upon some happy chance. 

O lady revered, delighting in human sacrifice, 
send on its way to Phrygia’s land the host of the 
Hellenes, to Troy’s abodes of guile, and grant that 
Agamemnon may wreathe his head with deathless 
fame, a crown of fairest glory for the spearmen of 
Hellas. 

Enter messenciek. 

Me. Come forth, O Clytaemnestra, daughter of 
Tyndareus, from the tent, to hear my news. 

Enter clytaemnestra. 

Cl. I heard thy voice and am come in sad dismay 
and fearful dread, not sure but what thou hast ar- 
rived with tidings of some fresh trouble for me be- 
sides the present woe. 

Me. Nay, rather would I unfold to thee a story 
strange and marvellous about thy child. 

Cl. I^clay not, then, but speak at once. 

Me. Dear mistress, thou shalt learn all clearly; 
from the outset will I tell it, unless my memory fail 
me somewhat and confuse my tongue in its account. 
As soon as wc reached the grove of Artemis, the 
child of Zeus, and the meadows gay with flowers, 
where the Achiean troops were gathered, bringing 
thy daughter with us, forthwith the Argive host be- 
gan assembling; but when king Agamemnon sjiw the 
maiden on her way to the grove to be sacrificed, he 
gave one groan, and, turning away his face, let the 
tears burst from his eyes, as he held his robe before 
them. But the maid, standing close by him that be- 
got her, spake on this wise, “O my father, here am 
1 to do thy bidding; freely I offer this body of mine 
for my country and all Hellas, that ye may lead me 
to the altar of the goddess and sacrifice me, since 
this is Heaven’s ordinance. Good luck be yours for 
any help that I afford! and may ye obtain the vic- 
tor’s gift and come again to the land of your fathers. 
So then let none of the Argives lay hands on me, for 
1 will bravely yield my neck without a word.” 

She spake; and each man marvelled, as he heard 
the maiden’s brave, unflinching speech. But in the 
midst up stood Talthybius— for his this duty was — 
and bade the host refrain from word or deed; and 
Calchas, the seer, drawing a sharp sword from out 
its scabbard laid it in a basket of beaten gold, crown- 
ing the maiden’s head the while. Then the son of 
Peleus, taking the basket and with it lustral water 
in his hand, ran round the altar of the goddess ut- 
tering these words, ”0 Artemis, thou child of Zeus, 
slayer of wild beasts, that wheelest thy dazzling light 
amid the gloom, accept this sacrifice, which we, the 
host of the Achaeans and king Agamemnon with us. 
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offer to thee, even pure blood from a beauteous 
maiden’s neck; and grant us safe sailing for our ships 
and the sack of Troy’s towers by our spears.” 

Meantime the sons of At reus and all the host stood 
looking on the ground, while the priest, seizing his 
knife, offered up a prayer and was closely scanning 
the maiden's throat to see where he should strike. 
’Twas no slight sorrow filled my heart, as I stood by 
with bowed head; when lo! a sudden miracle! Kach 
one of us distinctly heard the sound of a blow, but 
none saw the spot where the maiden vanished. Loud- 
ly the priest cried out, and all the host took up the 
cry at the sight of a marvel all unlookcd for, due to 
some god’s agency, and passing all belief, although 
’twas seen; for there upon the ground lay a hind of 
size immense and passing fair to sec, gasping out her 
life, with whose blood the altar of the goddess was 
thoroughly bedewed. Whereon spake Calchas thus 
— his joy thou canst imagine— “Yc captains of this 
leagued Achaean host, do ye see this victim, which 
the goddess has set before her altar, a mountain- 
roaming hind ? 'fliis is more welcome to her by far 
than the maid, that she may not defile her altar by 
shedding noble blood. Gladly has she accepted it 
and is granting us a ])rospcrous voyage for our at- 
tack on Ilium. Wherefore take heart, sailors, each 
man of you, and away to your ships, for to-day must 
we leave the hollow bays of Aulis and cross the /E- 
gean main.” 

Then, when the sacrifice was wholly burnt to ashes 
in the blazing flame, he offered such prayers as were 
meet, that the army might win return; but me Aga- 
memnon sends to tell thee this, and say what Heav- 
en-sent luck is his, and how he hath secured undying 
fame throughout the length of Hellas. Now I was 
there myself and speak as an eye-witness; without 
a doubt thy child flew away to the gods. A truce 
then to thy sorrowing, and cease to be wroth with 
thy husband; for God’s ways with man are not what 
we expect, and those whom he loves, he kecpelh 
safe; yea, for this day hath seen thy daughter dead 
and brought to life again. Exit messenger. 

Ch. What joy to hear these tidings from the mes- 
senger! He tells thee thy child is living still, among 
the gods. 

Cl. Which of the gods, my child, hath stolen thee ? 
How am 1 to address thee ? How can I be sure that 
this is not an idle tale told to cheer me, to make me 
cease my piteous lamentation for thee.? 

Ch. Lo! king Agamemnon approaches, to confirm 
this story for thee. 

Enter agamemnon. 

Ag. Happy may we be counted, lady, as far as 
concerns our daughter; for she hath fellowship with 
gods in very sooth. But thou must take this tender 
babe and start for home, for the host is looking now 
to sail. Fare thee well! ’tis long ere I shall greet thee 
on my return from Troy; may it be well with 
thee! 

Ch. Son of Atreus, start for Phrygia’s land with 
joy and so return, 1 pray, after taking from Troy 
her fairest spoils. Exeunt omnes. 
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THE CYCLOPS 

DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

SiLENUs Odysseus 

Chorus of Satyrs The Cyclops 
Mute: Companions of Odysseus 

Mount jEtna in Sicily ^ before the cave of the Cy^ near the cave in troughs? and arc not thy young 
clops. Enter silenus. ones bleating for thee? 

Pst! pst! wilt thou not browse here, here on the 
Silenus. O Bromius, unnumbered are the toils I dewy slope? Ho! ho! ere long will I cast a stone at 

bear because of thee, no less now than when I was thee. Away , 'away ! O horned one, to the fbld-keeper 

young and hale; first, when thou wert driven mad of the Cyclops, the country-ranging shepherd, 

by Hera and didst leave the mountain nymphs, thy Loosen thy bursting udder; welcome to^hy teats 

nurses; next, when in battle with earth-born spear- the kids, whom thou lea vest in the lambk\ns* pens, 

men I stood beside thee on the right as squire, and Those little bleating kids, asleep the livelbng day, 

slew Enceladus, smiting him full in the middle of miss thee; wilt then leave at last the rilph grass 

his targe with my spear. Come, though, let me see; pastures on the peaks of ^tna and enter the 

must I confess *twas all a dream ? No, by Zeus! since fold ? . . . 

I really showed his spoils to the Bacchic god. And Here we have no Bromian god; no dances here, 
now am I enduring to the full a toil still worse than or Bacchantes thyrsus-bearing; no roll of drums, or 
those. For when Hera sent forth a race of Tyrrhene drops of sparkling wine by gurgling founts; nor is 

pirates against thee, that thou mightest be smug- it now with Nymphs in Nysa I sing a song of Bac- 

gled far away, I, as soon as the news reached me, chus, Bacchus! to the queen of love, in quest of 

sailed in quest of thee with my children; and, tak- whom I once sped on with Bacchantes, white of 

ing the helm myself, I stood on the end of the stern foot. 

and steered our trim craft; and my sons, sitting at Dear friend, dear Bacchic god, whither art roam- 
the oars, made the grey billows froth and foam as ing alone, waving thy auburn locks, while I, thy 

they sought thee, my liege. But just as we had come minister, do service to the one-eyed Cyclops, a slave 

nigh Malea in our course, an east-wind blew upon and wanderer I, clad in this wretched goat-skin 

the ship and drove us hither to the rock of /Etna, dress, severed from thy love ? 

where in lonely caverns dwell the one-eyed children Si. Hush, children! and bid our servants fold the 
of ocean’s god, the murdering Cyclopes. Captured flocks in the rock-roofed cavern, 

by one of them we arc slaves in his house; Poly- Ch. {To servants) Away! {To silenus) But 
phemus they call him whom we serve; and instead prithee, why such haste, father? 

of Bacchic revelry we arc herding a godless Cy- Si. I sec the hull of a ship from Hellas at the shore, 

clops’ flocks; and so it is my children, striplings as and men, that wield the oar, on their way to this 
they arc, tend the young thereof on the edge of the cave with some chieftain. About their necks they 
downs; while my appointed task is to stay here and carry empty vessels and pitchers for water; they are 

fill the troughs and sweep out the cave, or wait in want of food. Luckless strangers! who can they 

upon the ungodly Cyclops at his impious feasts. His be ? They know not what manner of man our master 

orders now compel obedience; I have to scrape out Polyphemus is, to have set foot here in his cheerless 

his house with the rake you see, so as to receive the abode and come to the jaws of the cannibal Cyclops 

Cyclops, my absent master, and his sheep in clean in an evil hour. But hold ye your peace, that wc 

caverns. may inquire whence they come to the peak of Sicil- 

But already I sec my children driving their brows- ian /Etna. 
ing flocks towards me. Enter odysseus and crew. 

What means this? is the beat of feet in the Sicin- Odysseus. Pray tell us, sirs, of some river-spring 
nis dance the same to you now as when ye attended whence we might draw a draught to slake our thirst, 

the Bacchic god in his revelries and made your way or of someone willing to sell victuals to mariners in 

with dainty steps to the music of lyres to the halls need. 

of Althaea? Why, what is this? We seem to have chanced 

Enter chorus of satyrs, upon a city of the Bromian god; here by the caves 

Chorus. Offspring of well-bred sires and dams, I sec a group of Satyrs. To the eldest first I bid 

pray whither wilt thou be gone from me to the "All hail!’’ 

rocks? Hast thou not here a gentle breeze, and grass Si. All hail, sir! tell me who thou art, and name 
to browse, and water from the eddying stream set thy country. 
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Od. Odysseus of Ithaca, king of the Ccphallcn- 
ians’ land. 

Su I know him for a prating knave, one of Si- 
syphus’ shrewd offspring. 

Od, I am the man; abuse me not. 

Si. Whence hast thou sailed hither to Sicily? 

Od. From Ilium and the toils of Troy. 

Si. How was that ? didst thou not know the pass- 
age to thy native land? 

Od. Tempestuous winds drove me hither against 
my will. 

Si. God wot! thou art in the same plight as I am. 

Od. Why, wert thou too drifted hither against 
thy will? 

Si. I was, as I pursued the pirates who carried 
Bromius off. 

Od. What land is this and who are its inhabitants? 

Si. This is mount i^tna, the highest point in 
Sicily. 

Od. But where are the city- walls and ramparts? 

Si. There are none; the headlands, sir, are void 
of men. 

Od. Who then possess the land ? the race of wild 
creatures? 

Si. The Cyclopes, who have caves, not roofed 
houses. 

Od. Obedient unto whom ? or is the power in the 
people’s hands ? 

Si. They are rovers; no man obeys another in 
anything. 

Od. Do they sow Demetcr’s grain, or on what do 
they live? 

Si. On milk and cheese and flesh of sheep, 

Od. Have they the drink of Bromius, the juice 
of the vine? 

Si. No indeed! and thus it is a joyless land they 
dwell in. 

Od. Are they hospitable and reverent towards 
strangers? 

Si. Strangers, they say, supply the daintiest meat. 

Od. What, do they delight in killing men and 
eating them? 

Si. No one has ever arrived here without being 
butchered. 

Od. Where is the Cyclops himself? inside his 
dwelling ? 

Si. He is gone hunting wild beasts with hounds on 
iEtna. 

Od. Dost know then what to do, that we may be 
gone from the land ? 

Si. Not I, Odysseus; but I would do anything for 
thee. 

Od, Sell us food, of which we are in need. 

Si. There is nothing but flesh, as I said. 

Od. Well, even that is a pleasant preventive of 
hunger. 

Si. And there is cheese curdled with fig-juice, and 
the milk of kine. 

Od, Bring them out; a man should see his pur- 
chases. 

Si. But tell me, how much gold wilt thou give me 
in exchange? 
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Od. No gold bring I, but Dionysus* drink. 

Si. Most welcome words! I have long been want- 
ing that. 

Od. Yes, it was Maron, the god’s son, who gave 
me a draught. 

Si. What! Maron whom once I dandled in these 
arms ? 

Od. The son of the Bacchic god, that thou mayst 
learn more certainly. 

Si. Is it inside the ship, or hast thou it with thee? 

Od. This, as thou secst, is the skin that holds it, 
old sir. 

Si. Why, that would not give me so much as a 
mouthful. 

Od. This, and twice as much again as will run 
from the skin. 

Si. Fair the rill thou speakest of, delicious to me. 

Od. Shall I let thee taste the wine unmixed, to 
start with? 

Si. A reasonable offer; for of a truth a taste invites 
the purchase. 

Od. Well, I haul about a cup as well as the skin. 

Si. Come, let it gurgle in, that I may revive my 
memory by a pull at it. 

Od. There then! 

Si. Yc gods! w'hat a delicious scent it hasi 

Od. What! didst thou see it? 

Si. No, i’ faith, but I smell it. 

Od. Taste it then, that thy approval may not 
stop at words. 

Si. Zounds! Bacchus is inviting me to dance; ha! 
ha! 

Od. Did it not gurgle finely down thy throttle? 

Si. Aye that it did, to the ends of my fingers. 

Od. Well, we wall give thee money besides. 

Si. Only undo the skin, and never mind the 
money. 

Od. Bring out the cheeses then and lambs. 

Si. I will do so, with small thought of any master. 
For let me have a single cup of that and I would 
turn madman, giving in exchange for it the flocks of 
every Cyclops and then throwing myself into the 
sea from the Lcucadian rock, once I have been well 
drunk and smoothed out my wrinkled brow. For 
if a man rejoice not in his drinking, he is mad; for 
in drinking there is love with all its frolic, and danc- 
ing withal, and oblivion of woe. Shall not I then 
purchase so rare a drink, bidding the senseless Cy- 
clops and his central eye go hang? Exit silenus. 

Ch. Hearken, Odysseus, let us hold some con- 
verse with thee. 

Od. Well, do so; ours is a meeting of friends. 

Ch. Did you take Troy and capture the famous 
Helen? 

Od. Aye, and we destroyed the whole family of 
Priam. 

Ch. After capturing your blooming prize, were 
all of you in turn her lovers? for she likes variety in 
husbands; the traitress! the sight of a man with em- 
broidered breeches on his legs and a golden chain 
about his neck so fluttered her, that she left Mene- 
laus, her excellent little husband. Would there had 
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never been a race of women born into the world at 
all, unless it were for me alone I 

Re-enter silenus. 

Si, {With food) Lol I bring you fat food from the 
flocks, king Odysseus, the young of bleating sheep 
and cheeses of curdled milk without stint. Carry 
them away with you and be gone from the cave at 
once, after giving me a drink of merry grape- juice 
in exchange. 

Ch, Alack 1 yonder comes the Cyclops; what shall 
we do? 

Od, Then truly arc we lost, old sirl whither must 
we fly? 

Si. Inside this rock, for there ye may conceal 
yourselves. 

Od. Dangerous advice of thine, to run into the net I 

Si. No danger; there are ways of escape in plenty 
in the rock. 

Od. No, never that; for surely Troy will groan 
and loudly too, if we flee from a single man, when 
I have oft withstood with my shield a countless host 
of Phrygians. Nay, if die we must, we will die a 
noble death; or, if we live, we will maintain our old 
renown at least with credit. 

Enter cyclops. 

Cyclops. A light here! hold it up! what is this? 
what means this idleness, your Bacchic revelry? 
Here have we no Dionysus, nor clash of brass, nor 
roll of drums. Pray, how is it with my newly-born 
lambs in the caves? are they at the teat, running 
close to the side of their dams ? Is the full amount 
of milk for cheeses milked out in baskets of rushes? 
How now ? wliat say you ? One of ye will soon be 
shedding tears from the weight of my club; look 
up, not down. 

Ch. There 1 my head is bent back till I see Zeus 
himself; I behold both the stars and Orion. 

Cy. Is my breakfast quite ready ? 

Ch. ’Tis laid; be thy throat only ready. 

Cy. Arc the bowls too full of milk? 

Ch. Aye, so that thou canst swill off a whole hogs- 
head, so it please thee. 

Cy. Sheeps’ milk or cows’ milk or a mixture of 
both ? 

Ch. Whichever thou wilt; don’t swallow me, that’s 
all. 

Cy. Not I; for you would start kicking in the pit 
of my stomach and kill me by your antics. {Catching 
sight of ODYSSEUS and his followers) Ha ! what is this 
crowd I sec near the folds ? Some pirates or robbers 
have put in here. Yes, I really see the lambs from 
my caves tied up there with twisted osiers, cheese- 
presses scattered about, and old Silenus with his 
bald pate all swollen with blows. 

Si. Oh! oh! poor wretch that I am, pounded to a 
fever. 

Cy. By whom? who has been pounding thy head, 
old sirrah ? 

Si. These are the culprits, Cyclops, all because I 
refused to let them plunder thee. 

Cy. Did they not know I was a god and sprung 
from gods? 
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Si. That was what I told them, but they persisted 
in plundering thy goods, and, in spite of my efforts, 
they actually began to cat the cheese and carry off 
the lambs; and they said they would tie thee in a 
three-cubit pillory and tear out thy bowels by force 
at thy navel, and flay thy back thoroughly with the 
scourge; and then, after binding thee, fling thy car- 
case down among the benches of their ship to sell 
to some one for heaving up stones, or else throw 
thee into a mill. 

Cy. Oh, indeed! Be off then and sharpen my 
cleavers at once; heap high the faggots and light 
them; for they shall be slain forthwith and fill this 
maw of mine, what time I pick my feast hot from 
the coals, waiting not for carvers, and fish up the 
rest from thc^uldron boiled and sodden; for I have 
had my fill of mountain-fare and sated myself with 
banquets of lions and stags, but ’tis long I hive been 
without human flesh. \ 

Si. Truly, master, a change like this is\all the 
sweeter after everyday fare; for just of lati there 
have been no fresh arrivals of strangers at these 
caves. 

Od. Hear the strangers too in turn, Cyclops. We 
had come near the cave from our ship, wishing to 
procure provisions by purchase, when this fellow 
sold us the lambs and handed them over for a stoup 
of wine to drink himself— a voluntary act on both 
sides — there was no violence employed at all. No, 
there is not a particle of truth in the story he tells, 
now that he has been caught selling thy property 
behind thy back. 

Si. I? Perdition catch thee! 

Od. If I am lying, yes. 

Si. O Cyclops, by thy sire Poseidon, by mighty 
Triton and Nereus, by Calypso and the daughters 
of Nereus, by the sacred billows and all the race of 
fishes! I swear to thee, most noble sir, dear little 
Cyclops, master mine, it is not I who sell thy goods 
to strangers, else may these children, dearly as I love 
them, come to an evil end. 

Ch. Keep that for thyself; with my own eyes I 
saw thee sell the goods to the strangers; and if I lie, 
perdition catch my sire! but injure not the strangers. 

Cy. Ye lie; for my part I put more faith in him 
than Rhadamanthus, declaring him more just. But 
I have some questions to ask. Whence sailed ye, 
strangers? of what country are you? what city was 
it nursed your childhood ? 

Od. We are Ithacans by birth, and have been 
driven from our course by the winds of the sea on 
our way from Ilium, after sacking its citadel. 

Cy. Are ye the men who visited on Ilium, that 
bordereth on Scamander’s wave, the rape of Helen, 
worst of women ? 

Od. We are; that was the fearful labour we en- 
dured. 

Cy. A sorry expedition yours, to have sailed to 
the land of Phrygia for the sake of one woman! 

Od. It was a god’s doing; blame not any son of 
man. But thee do we implore, most noble son of 
Ocean’s god, speaking as free-born men; be not so 
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cruel as to slay thy friends on their coming to thy 
cave, nor regard us as food for thy jaws, an impious 
meal; for we preserved thy sire, O king, in posses- 
sion of his temple-seats deep in the nooks of Hellas; 
and the sacred jwrt of Taenarus and Malca’s fur- 
thest coves remain unharmed; and Sunium’s rock, 
the silver-veined, sacred to Zeus-born Athena, still 
is safe, and Geraestus, the harbour of refuge; and we 
did not permit Phrygians to put such an intolerable 
reproach on Hellas. Now in these things thou too 
hast a share, for thou dwcllest in a corner of the 
land of Hellas beneath /^itna’s fire-streaming rock; 
and although thou turn from arguments, still it is 
a custom amongst mortal men to receive ship- 
wrecked sailors as their suppliants and show them 
hospitality and help them with raiment; not that 
these should fill thy jaws and belly, their limbs 
transfixed with spits for piercing ox-flesh. The land 
of Priam hath emptied Hellas quite enough, drink- 
ing the blood of many whom the spear laid low, 
with the ruin it has brought on widowed wives, on 
aged childless dames, and hoary-headed sires; and if 
thou roast and consume the remnant— a meal thou 
wilt rue— why, where shall one turn ? Nay, be per- 
suaded by me, Cyclops; forego thy ravenous greed 
and choose piety rather than wickedness; for on 
many a man ere now unrighteous gains have brought 
down retribution. 

St I will give thee a word of advice! as for 

his flesh, leave not a morsel of it, and if thou eat his 
tongue, Cyclops, thou wilt become a monstrous 
clever talker. 

Cy. Wealth, manikin, is the god for the wise; all 
else is mere vaunting and fine words. Plague take 
the headlands by the sea, on which my father seats 
himself I Why hast thou put forward these argu- 
ments? I shudder not at Zeus* thunder, nor know 
I wherein Zeus is a mightier god than I, sir stranger; 
what is more, I reck not of him; my reasons hear. 
When he pours down the rain from above, here in 
this rock in quarters snug, feasting on roast calf*s 
flesh or some wild game and moistening well my 
upturned paunch with deep draughts from a tub of 
milk, I rival the thunderclaps of Zeus with my ar- 
tillery ; and when the north- wind blows from Thrace 
and sheddeth snow, I wrap my carcase in the hides of 
beasts and light a fire, and what care I for snow? 
The earth perforce, whether she like it or not, pro- 
duc'^s grass and fattens my flocks, which I sacrifice 
to no one save myself and this belly, the greatest of 
deities; but to the gods, not II For surely to eat and 
drink one’s fill from day to day and give oneself no 
grief at all, this is the king of gods for your wise 
man, but lawgivers go hang, chequering, as they 
do, the life of man! And so I will not cease from in- 
dulging myself by devouring thee; and thou shalt 
receive this stranger’s gift, that I may be free of 
blame— fire and my father’s element yonder, and 
a cauldron to hold thy flesh and boil it nicely in 
collops. So in with you, that ye may feast me well, 
standing round the altar to honour the cavern’s 
god. Enters his cave. 
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Od, Alas! escaped from the troubles of Troy and 
the sea, my barque now strands upon the whim and 
forbidding heart of this savage, 

O Pallas, mistress mine, goddess-daughter of Zeus, 
help me, help me now; for I am come to toils and 
depths of peril worse than all at Ilium; and thou, O 
Zeus, the stranger’s god, who hast thy dwelling ’mid 
the radiant stars, behold these things; for, if thou 
regard them not, in vain art thou esteemed the 
great g(xi Zeus, though but a thing of naught. 

Follows the CYCLOPS reluctantly, 

Ch. Ope wide the portal of thy gaping throat, 
Cyclops; for strangers’ limbs, both boiled and grilled, 
arc ready from off the coals for thee to gnaw and 
tear and mince up small, reclining in thy shaggy 
goiilskin coat. 

Relinquish not thy meal for me; keep that boat 
for thyself alone. Avaunt this cave! avaunt the 
burnt-offerings, which the godless Cyclops offers on 
Aitna’s altars, exulting in meals on strangers’ flesh! 

Oh! the ruthless monster! to sacrifice his guests 
at his own hearth, the suppliants of his halls, cleav- 
ing and tearing and serving up to his loathsome 
teeth a feast of human flesh, hot from the coals. 

Od. {Reappearing with a look, of horror) O Zeus! 
what can 1 say after the hideous sights I have seen 
inside the cave, things past belief, resembling more 
the tales men tell than aught they do? 

Ch, What news, Odysseus ? has the Cyclops, most 
godless monster, been feasting on thy dear com- 
rades? 

Od. Aye, he singled out a pair, on whom the flesh 
was fattest and in best condition, and took them up 
in his hand to weigh. 

Ch. How went it with you then, poor wretch? 

Od. When we had entered yonder rocky abode, 
he lighted first a fire, throwing logs of towering oak 
upon his spacious hearth, enough for three waggons 
to carry as their load; next, close by the blazing 
flame, he placed his couch of pine-boughs laid upon 
the floor, and filled a bowl of some ten firkins, pour- 
ing white milk thereinto, after he had milked his 
kine; and by his side he put a can of ivy-wood, whose 
breadth was three cubits and its depth four maybe; 
next he set his brazen pot a-boiling on the fire, 
spits too he set beside him, fashioned of the branches 
of thorn, their points hardened in the fire and the 
rest of them trimmed with the hatchet, and the 
blood-bowls of /Etna for the axe’s edge.^ Now when 
that hell-cook, god-detested, had everything quite 
ready, he caught up a pair of my companions and 
proceeded deliberately to cut the throat of one of 
them over the yawning brazen pot; but the other 
he clutched by the tendon of his heel, and, striking 
him against a sharp point of rocky stone, dashed out 
his brains; then, after hacking the fleshy parts with 
glutton cleaver, he set to grilling them, but the 
limbs he threw into his cauldron to seethe. And I, 
poor wretch, drew near with streaming eyes and 
waited on the Cyclops; but the others kept cower- 

U.e., to catch the blood as the axe strikes. 
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ing like frightened birds in crannies of the rock, and 
the blood forsook their skin. Anon, when he had 
gorged himself upon my comrades* flesh and had 
Mien on his back, breathing heavily, there came a 
sudden inspiration to me. 1 filled a cup of this Ma> 
ronian wine and ofiTcred him a draught, saying, “Cy- 
clops, son of Ocean's god, see here what heavenly 
drink the grapes of Hellas yield, glad gift of Diony- 
sus.” He, glutted with his shameless meal, took and 
drained it at one draught, and, lifting up his hand, 
he thanked me thus, “Dearest to me ofall my guests! 
fair the drink thou givest me to crown so fair a 
feast.” Now when I saw his delight, I gave him 
another cup, knowing the wine would make him 
rue it, and he would soon be paying the penalty. 
Then he set to singing; but I kept filling bumper 
after bumper and heating him with drink. So there 
he is singing discordantly amid the weeping of my 
fellow-sailors, and the cave re-echoes; but I have 
made my way out quietly and would fain save thee 
and myself, if thou wilt. Tell me then, is it your 
wish, or is it not, to fly from this unsocial wretch 
and take up your abode with Naiad nymphs in the 
halls of the Bacchic god ? Thy father within approves 
this scheme; but there! he is powerless, getting all 
he can out of his liquor; his wings are snared by the 
cup as if he had flown against bird-lime, and he is 
fuddled; but thou art young and lusty; so save thy- 
self with my help and regain thy old friend Diony- 
sus, so little like the Cyclops. 

Ch. Best of friends, would we might see that day, 
escaping the godless Cyclops! for *tis long we have 
been without the joys of men, unable to escape 
him. 

Od, Hear then how I will requite this vile mon- 
ster and rescue you from thraldom. 

Ch, Tell me how; no note of Asiatic lyre would 
sound more sweetly in our ears then news of the 
Cyclops* death. 

Od. Delighted with this liquor of the Bacchic 
god, he fain would go a-revelling with his brethren. 

Ch. I understand; thy purpose is to seize and slay 
him in the thickets when alone, or push him down 
a precipice. - 

Od. Not at all; my plan is fraught with subtlety. 

Ch. What then? Truly we have long heard of thy 
cleverness. 

Od. I mean to keep him from this revel, saying he 
must not give this drink to his brethren but keep it 
for himself alone and lead a happy life. Then when 
he falls asleep, o'ermastered by the Bacchic god, I 
will put a point with this sword of mine to an olive- 
branch I saw lying in the cave, and will set it on 
fire; and when I see it well alight, 1 will lift the 
heated brand, and, thrusting it niU in the Cyclops’ 
eye, melt out his sight with its blaze; and, as when 
a man in fitting the timbers of a ship makes his 
auger spin to and fro with a double strap, so will I 
make the brand revolve in the eye that gives the 
Cyclops light and will scorch up the pupil thereof. 

Ch. Ho! ho! how glad 1 feel! wild with joy at the 
contrivance I 
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Od. That done, I will embark thee and those thou 
lovest with old Silenus in the deep hold of my black 
ship, my ship with double banks of oars, and carry 
you away from this land. 

Ch. Well, can I too lay hold of the blinding brand, 
as though the god's libation had been poured ? for 
I would fain have a share in this offering of blood. 

Od. Indeed thou must^ for the brand is large, and 
thou must help hold it. 

Ch. How lightly would I lift the load of e'en a 
hundred wains, if that will help us to grub out the 
eye of the doomed Cyclops, like a wasp’s nest. 

Od. Hush! for now thou knowest my plot in full, 
and when I bid you, obey the author of it; for I am 
not the man to desert my friends inside the cave 
and save myself alone. And yet I might escape; I am 
clear of thie ^cavern’s depths already; but no! to 
desert the friends with whom I journey eld hither 
and only save myself is not a righteous course. 

Re-enters the cave. 

Semi-Chorus I. Come, who will be the first and 
who the next to him upon the list to grip the\handle 
of the brand, and, thrusting it into the Cyclops* 
eye, gouge out the light thereof? 

Semt-Ch. II. Hush! hush! Behold the drunkard 
leaves his rocky home, trolling loud some hideous 
lay, a clumsy tuneless clown, whom tears await. 
Come, let us give this boor a lesson in revelry. Ere 
long will he be blind at any rate. 

Semi-Ch. I. Happy he who plays the Bacchanal 
amid the precious streams distilled from grapes, 
stretched at full length for a revel, his arm around 
the friend he loves, and some fair dainty damsel on 
his couch, his hair perfumed with nard and glossy, 
the while he calls, “Oh! who will ope the door for 
me ?” 

Enter cyclops with odysseus and silenus. 

Cy. Hal ha! full of wine and merry with the feast's 
good cheer am I, my hold freighted like a merchant- 
ship up to my belly’s very top. This turf graciously 
invites me to seek my brother Cyclopes for a revel 
in the spring-tide. 

Come, stranger, bring the wine-skin hither and 
hand it over to me. 

Semi-Ch. II. Forth from the house its fair lord 
comes, casting his fair glance round him. We have 
some one to befriend us. A hostile brand is awaiting 
thee, no tender bride in dewy grot. No single colour 
will those garlands have, that soon shall cling so 
close about thy brow. 

Od. {Returning with the wine-sJ^n) Hearken, Cy- 
clops; for I am well versed in the ways of Bacchus, 
whom I have given thee to drink. 

Cy. And who is Bacchus? some reputed god? 

Od. The greatest god men know to cheer their 
life. 

Cy. I like his after-taste at any rate. 

Od. This is the kind of god he is; he harmeth no 
man. 

Cy. But how does a god like being housed in a 
wine-skin? 

Od, Put him where one may, he is content there. 
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Cy. It is not right that gods should be clad in 
leather. 

Od, What of that, provided he please thee? does 
the leather hurt thee? 

Cy. I hate the wine'skin, but the liquor we have 
here I love. 

Od. Stay, then, Cyclops; drink and be merry. 

Cy. Must I not give my brethren a share in this 
liquor P 

Od. No, keep it thyself and thou wilt appear of 
more honour. 

Cy. Give it my friends and I shall appear of more 
use. 

Od. Revelling is apt to end in blows, abuse, and 
strife. 

Cy. I may be drunk, but no man will lay hands 
on me for all that. 

Od. Better stay at home, my friend, after a ca- 
rouse. 

Cy. Who loves not revelling then is but a simple- 
ton. 

Od. But whoso stays at home, when drunk, is 
wise. 

Cy. What shall we do, Silenus? art minded to 
stay? 

Si. That I am; for what need have we of others to 
share our drink, Cyclops? 

Cy. Well, truly the turf is soft as down with its 
fresh flowering plants. 

Si. {Seating himself) Aye, and *tis pleasant drink- 
ing in the warm sunshine. 

Cy 1 

Si. Come, let me see thee stretch thy carcase on 
the ground. 

Cy. {Sitting down) There then! Why art thou put- 
ting the mixing-bowl behind me? 

Si. That no one passing by may come upon it. 

Cy. Nay, but thy purpose is to drink upon the 
sly; set it between us. {To odysseus) Now tell me, 
stranger, by what name to call thee. 

Od. Noman. What boon shall I receive of thee to 
earn my thanks? 

Cy. I will feast on thee last, after all thy comrades. 

Od. Fair indeed the honour thou bestowest on 
thy guest, sir Cyclops! 

Cy. {Turning suddenly to silenus) Ho, sirrah! what 
art thou about? taking a stealthy pull at the 
wine? 

Si. No, but it kissed me for my good looks. 

Cy. Thou shalt smart, if thou kiss the wine when 
it kisses not thee. 

Si. Oh! but it did, for it says it is in love with my 
handsome face. 

Cy. {Holding out Ms cup) Pour in; only give me 
my cup full. 

Si. H’m! how is it mixed? just let me make sure. 
{Tal^s another pull) 

Cy. Perdition! give it me at once. 

Si. Oh, no! I really cannot, till I sec thee with a 
crown on, and have another taste myself. 


Cy. My cup-bearer is a cheat. 

Si. No really, but the wine is so luscious. Thou 
must wipe thy lips, though, to get a draught. 

Cy. There! my lips and beard arc clean now. 

Si. Bend thine elbow gracefully, and then quaff 
thy cup, as thou seest me do, and as now thou scest 
me not. {Burying his face in his cup) 

Cy. Aha! what next? 

Si. I drunk it offat a draught with much pleasure. 

Cy. Stranger, take the skin thyself and be my 
cup-bearer. 

Od. Well, at any rate the grape is no stranger to 
my hand. 

Cy. Come, pour it in. 

Od. In it goes! keep silence, that is all. 

Cy. A difficult task when a man is deep in his cups. 

Od. Here, take and drink it off ; leave none. 

O' * 

Od. Thou must be silent and only give in when 
the liquor does. 

Cy. God wot! it is a clever stock that bears the 
grape. 

Od. Aye, and if thou but sw^allow plenty of it 
after a plentiful meal, moistening thy belly till its 
thirst is gone, it will throw thee into slumber; but 
if thou leave aught behind, the Bacchic god will 
patch thee for it. 

Cy. Ha! ha! what a trouble it was getting out! 
This is pleasure unalloyed ; earth and sky seem whirl- 
ing round together; I see the throne of Zeus and all 
the godhead’s majesty. Kiss thee! no! There are the 
Graces trying to tempt me. 1 shall rest well enough 
with my Ganymede here; yea, by the Graces, right 
fairly. 

Si. What! Cyclops, am I Ganymede, Zeus* min- 
ion? 

Cy. {Attempting to carry him into the cave) To be 
sure, Ganymede whom I am carrying off from the 
halls of Dardanus. 

Si. I am undone, my children; outrageous treat- 
ment waits me. 

Ch. Dost find fault with thy lover? dost scorn 
him in his cups? 

Si. Woe is me! most bitter shall I find the wine 
ere long. Exit silenus, dragged away by cyclops. 

Od. Up now, children of Dionysus, sons of a noble 
sire, soon will yon creature in the cave, relaxed in 
slumber as ye see him, spew from his shameless maw 
the meat. Already the brand inside his lair is vomit- 
ing a cloud of smoke; and the only reason we pre- 
pared it was to burn the Cyclops* eye; so mind thou 
quit thee like a man. 

Ch. 1 will have a spirit as of rock or adamant; but 
go inside, before my father suffers any shameful 
treatment; for here thou hast things ready. 

Od. O Hephaestus, lord of iCtna, rid t^sclf for 
once and all of a troublesome neighbour by burning 
his bright eye out. Come, Sleep, as well, offspring 
of sable Night, come with all thy power on the 

*A line has been lost here in which the Cyclops asked 
**And how must I drink this ?** 


^A line has been lost here. 
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monster god^detested; and never after Troy’s most Cy, {Bellowing in the cave) Oh! oh! my once bright 

glorious toils destroy Odysseus and his crew by the eye is burnt to cinders now. 
hands of one who rccketh naught of God or man; Ch, Sweet indeed the triumph-song; pray sing it 
else must we reckon Chance a g^dess, and Heaven’s to us, Cyclops. 

will inferior to hers. odysseus re-enters the cave. Cy. {From within) Oh! oh! once more; what out- 

Ch. Tightly the pincers shall grip the neck of him rage on me and what ruin! But never shall ye escape 
who feasts upon his guest; for soon will he lose the this rocky cave unpunished, ye worthless creatures; 
light of his eye by fire; already the brand, a tree’s for I will stand in the entrance of the cleft and fit 
huge limb, lurks amid the embers charred. my hands into it thus. 

Oh! come ye then and work his doom, pluck out Staggering to the entrance, 

the maddened Cyclops’ eye, that he may rue his Ch. Why dost thou cry out, Cyclops ? 

drinking. And I too fain would leave the Cyclops’ Cy. I am undone, 

lonely land and sec king Bromius, ivy-crowned, the Ch. Thou art indeed a sorry sight, 

god I sorely miss. Ah! shall I ever come to that? Cy. Aye, and a sad one, too. 

Od. {Leavingthe cave cautiously) Silence, ye cattle! Ch. Didst fall among the coals in a drunken fit? 
I adjure you; close your lips; make not a sound! I’ll Cy. Noman has undone me. 

not let a man of you so much as breathe or wink or Ch. Thch there is no one hurting thee pfter all. 

clear his throat, that yon pest awake not, until the Cy. Noman is blinding me. 

sight in the Cyclops’ eye has passed through the Ch. Then art thou not blind, 

fiery ordeal. Cy. As blind as thou, forsooth. 

Ch. Silent we stand with ’bated breath. Ch. How, pray, could no man have maqe thee 

Od. In then, and mind your fingers grip the brand, blind ? 
for it is splendidly red-hot. Cy. Thou mockest me; but where is this Noman. 

Ch. Thyself ordain who first must seize the blaz- Ch. Nowhere, Cyclops, 
ing bar and burn the Cyclops* eye out, that we may Cy. It was the stranger, vile wretch! who proved 
share alike whate’er betides. my ruin, that thou mayst understand rightly, by 

Semi-Ch. /. Standing where I am before the swilling me with the liquor he gave me. 

door, I am too far off to thrust the fire into his Ch. Ah! wine is a terrible foe, hard to wrestle 

eye. with. 

Semi-Ch. II. I have just gone lame. Cy. Tell me, I adjure thee, have they escaped or 

Semi-Ch. I, Why, then, thou art in the same plight are they still within ? 

as I; for somehow or other I sprained my ankle, Ch. Here they arc ranged in silence, taking the 
standing still. rock to screen them. 

Od. Sprained thy ankle, standing still? Cy. On which side? 

Semi-Ch. II. Yes, and my eyes are full of dust or Ch. On thy right, 

ashes from somewhere or other. Cy. Where? 

Od. These arc sorry fellows, worthless as allies. Ch. Close against the rock. Hast caught them? 

Ch. Because I feel for my back and spine, and Cy. Trouble on trouble! I have run my skull 

express no wish to have my teeth knocked out, I am against the rock and cracked it. 
a coward, am I ? Well, but I know a spell of Or- Ch. Aye, and they are escaping thee, 

pheus, a most excellent one, to make the brand Cy. This way, was it not? *Twas this way thou 

enter his skull of its own accord, and set alight the saidst. 

one-eyed son of Earth. Ch. No, not this way. 

Od. Long since I knew thou wert by nature such Cy. Which then ? 
an one, and now I know it better; I must employ Ch. They are getting round thee on the left, 

my own friends; but, though thou bring no active Cy. Alas! I am being mocked; ye jeer me in my 

aid, cheer us on at any rate, that I may find my evil plight. 

friends emboldened by thy encouragement. Ch. They are no longer there; but facing thee that 

Exit ODYSSEUS. stranger stands. 

Ch. That will I do; the Carian^ shall run the risk Cy. Master of villainy, where, oh! where art 

for us; and as far as encouragement goes, let the thou? 

Cyclops smoulder. Od. Some way from thee I am keeping careful 

What ho! my gallants, thrust away, make haste guard over the person of Odysseus, 

and burn his eye-brow off, the monster’s guest- Cy. What, a new name! hast changed thine? 

devouring. Oh! singe and scorch the shepherd of Od. Yes, Odysseus the name my father gave me. 

AEtna; twirl the brand and drag it round and be But thou wert doomed to pay for thy unholy feast; 

careful lest in his agony he treat thee to some for I should have seen Troy burned to but sorry 

wantonness. purpose, unless I had avenged on thee the slaughter 

U.e.y to let some one, whose life is less valuable, run comrades, 

the risk instead of doing so oneself. The Carians, being . Cy. Woe is me! ’tis an old oracle coming true; yes, 

the earliest mercenaries, were commonly selected for any it said I should have my eye put out by thee on thy 

very ^ngerous enterprise, and so this proverb arose. way home from Troy; but it likewise foretold that 
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thou wouldst surely pay for this, tossing on the sea 
for many a day- 

Od, Go hang! E’en as I say, so have I done. And 
now will I get me to the beach and start my hollow 
ship across the sea of Sicily to the land of my fathers. 
Cy. Thou shalt not; I will break a boulder off this 
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rock and crush thee, crew and all, beneath my throw. 
Blind though I be, I will climb the hill, mounting 
through yonder tunnel. 

Ch. As for us, henceforth will we be the servants of 
Bacchus, sharing the N oyage of this hero Odysseus. 

Exeunt OMNES, 


THE CYCLOPS 
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THE PLAYS OF 

ARISTOPHANES 




BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Aristophanes, c. 445-c. 380 b.c. 


Aristophanes, the son of Philippus of the tribe 
Pandionis in the deme Cydathene, was almost cer- 
tainly a full Athenian citizen by birth. I’he exact 
year of his birth is not known. However, his first 
play, the Banqueters^ won the second prize in 427 u.c., 
and he must then have been less than eighteen years 
of age, since, as he notes in the Clouds^ he was too 
young to prtxluce it in his own name. 

It is inferred from his comedies that Aristophanes 
passed much of his boyhood in the country. His 
family owned land on Aegina, which may have been 
acquired when that island was expropriated by 
Athens in 431. His political sympathies, as revealed 
in the plays, seem to be conservative and to favor 
the “ancestral democracy’* of the landowning class. 

The character of the “Old Comedy,” to which 
most of Aristophanes’ plays belong, made it almost 
inevitable for him to enter into political disputes. 
Comedy then served something of the function of a 
satirical censorship and was expected to deal with 
the issues and personalities before the public. Aris' 
tophanes’ first play was concerned with the con- 
trasl between the old and the new systems of educa- 
tion. His second, the Babylonians^ although like the 
first no longer extant, is known to have involved 
Aristophanes in his conflict with Cleon, which lasted 
until the demagogue’s death in 422. In this play 
Aristophanes attacked the policy towards the allies 
of Athens in the Peloponnesian War as one that 
made slaves, or “Babylonians,” of them. Cleon re- 
sponded by subjecting Aristophanes to prosecution, 
and accused him among other things of falsely claim- 
ing the privileges of citizenship. The poet was ac- 
quitted, but only after, as he charged in the Achar- 
nians, Cleon had “slanged, and lied, and slandered, 
and betongued me . . . till I well nigh was done to 
death.” The treatment failed to silence Aristopha- 
nes. Two years later in the Knights (424) he made 
his sharpest attack upon Cleon, who then enjoyed 
his greatest popularity, and the play won the first 
prize in the contest of that year. 


The dramatic career of Aristophanes lasted for 
forty years or more, extending from the time when 
Athens was at the height of its power in the first 
years of the Peloponnesian W’ar, through its fall in 
404, and into the period when the city had begun 
to recover its fortunes after the Athenian league of 
395. The various attempts made during that time 
to restrict the freetlom of comedy are reflected to 
some extent in the character of Aristophanes’ work. 
He wrote somewhere between forty and sixty plays, 
eleven of which have survived. The oldest surviv- 
ing play is the Acharnians, which won first place in 
425. The Knights was victorious the following year; 
the Clouds, produced in 423, although much ad- 
mired by its author, failed to win a prize. With the 
Wasps, Aristophanes again took first place in 422. 
The Peace (421) and the Birds, prrxluccd seven years 
later, were awarded second prize. I’he Lysistrata and 
the Thesmophoriazusac belong to 41 1. The Frogs 
(405) was produced when Athens was making her 
last effort in the Peloponnesian War. The Ecclesia- 
zusae was presented around 392, and the Plutus 
(388), which is the last of the extant plays, already 
belongs to the so-called “Middle Comedy.” 

Despite his frequent and bitter attacks upon such 
idols of the Athenian populace as Cleon and Euripi- 
des, Aristophanes appears to have been widely ap- 
preciated throughout his long career. Plato is known 
to have been particularly fond of his plays. He in- 
cluded the comic poet in his Symposium, and a copy 
of Aristophanes is said to have been found on his 
death bed. The story is also told that when asked by 
Dionysius of Syracuse for an analysis of the Athe- 
nian constitution, Plato sent an edition of Aristoph- 
anes’ plays. 

Aristophanes produced a play for the last time in 
388. The following year, his son, Araros, won the 
first prize with one of his father’s plays. Since Araros 
was producing his own plays by 375, it has been in- 
ferred that Aristophanes died somewhere between 
385 and 375 ii.c. 
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THE ACHARNIANS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


DlCAEOPOLlS 

Crier 

Amphitheus 
Ambassadors 
Pseudo- Artabas 
Theorus 

Wife of Dicaeopolis 
Daughter of Dicaeopolis 
Cephisophon, servant of Euripides 
Euripides 
Lamachus 


A Megarian 

Two Young Girls, daughters of 
the Megarian 
An Informer 
A Boeotian 
Nicarchus 

Servant of Lamachus 
A Farmer 
A Groomsman 
Messenger 

Chorus of Acharnian Charcoal 
Burners 


in the background are three houses: the central one 
that of dicaeopolis, the other two those of eurip- 
ides and lamachus. In the foreground is a rough 
representation of the Pnyx where dicaeopolis is 
awaiting the opening of the Assembly. 

Dicaeopolis. What heaps of things have bitten 
me to the heart ! 

A small few pleased me, very few, just four; 

But those that vexed were sand-dune-hundredfold. 
Let’s see: what pleased me, worth my gladfulness? 

I know a thing it cheered my heart to see; 

’Twas those five talents vomited up by Cleon. 

At that I brightened; and I love the Knights 
For that performance; ’twas of price to Hellas. 

Then I’d a tragic sorrow, when I looked 
With open mouth for Aeschylus, and lo. 

The Crier called, “Bring on your play, 'rheognis.” 
Judge what an icy shock that gave my heart! 

Next; pleased I was when Moschus left, and in 
Dexitheus came with his Boeotian song. 

But oh this year I nearly cracked my neck. 

When in slipped Chaeris for the Orthian nomc. 

But never yet since first I washed my face 
Was I so bitten — in my brows with soap, 

As now, when here’s the fixed Assembly Day, 

And morning come, and no one in the Pnyx. 
They’re in the Agora chattering, up and down 
Scurrying to dodge the vermeil-tinctured cord.* 
Why even the Prytancs are not here! They’ll come 
Long after time, elbowing each other, jostling 
For the front bench, streaming down all together 
You can’t think how. But as for making Peace 
They do not care one jot. O City ! City! 

But I am always first of all to come. 

And here I take my scat; then, all alone, 

I pass the time complaining, yawning, stretching, 

I fidget, write, twitch hairs out, do my sums, 

*A rope used to sweep in loiterers from the Agora. 


Gaze fondly country-wards, longing for Peace, 
Loathing the town, sick for my village-home. 

Which never cried, “0)mc, buy my charcoal,” or 
“My vinegar, my oil,” my anything; 

But freely gave us all; no ^«y-word there. 

So here I’m wailing, thoroughly prepared 
To riot, wrangle, interrupt the speakers 
Whene’er they speak of anything but Peace. 

—But here they come, our noon-day Prytancs! 

Aye, there they go! 1 told you how ’twould be; 
Every one jostling for the loremost place. 

Crier. Move forward all, 

Move up, within the consecrated line. 

Amphitheus (entering in a violent hurry). Speaking 
begun ? 

Cr. Who will address the meeting } 

Am. I. 

Cr. Who arc you ? 

Am. Amphitheus. 

Cr. Not a man ? 

Am. No, an immortal. For the first Amphitheus 
Was of Demeter and Triptolcmus 
The son : his son was Celeiis ; Celcus married 
Phaenaretc, who bare my sire Lycinus. 

Hence I’m immortal; and the gcxls committed 
To me alone the making peace with Sparta. 

But, though immortal. I’ve no journey-money; 

The Prytancs won’t provide it. 

Cr. Archers, there! 

Am. (as the archers seize him) O help me, Celeu^! 
help, Triptolcmus! 

Di. Ye wrong the Assembly, Prytancs, ye do 
wrong it. 

Haling away a man who only wants 
To give us Peace, and hanging up of shields. 

The archers release amphitheus. 
Cr. St ! Take your scat. 

Di. By Apollo, no, not I, 

Unless ye prytanize about the Peace. 

Cr. O yes! The Ambassadors from the Great Kingl 
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Enter^ clad in gorgeous Oriental apparel^ the en- 
voys sent to the Persian court eleven years pre- 
viously in the archonship of Euthymenes 437-6 

B.C. 

Di. What King! I’m sick to death of embassies. 
And all their peacocks and their impositions. 

Cr, Keep silence! 

Di. Hey! Ecbatana, here’s a show. 

Ambassador. Yc sent us, envoys to the Great 
King’s Court, 

Receiving each two drachmas daily, when 
Euthymenes was Archon. 

Di. {aside) O me, the drachmas! 

Amb. And weary work we found it, sauntering on, 
Supinely stretched in our luxurious litters 
With awnings o’er us, through Caystrian plains. 
*Twas a bad time. 

Di. {aside) Aye, the good time was mine. 
Stretched in the litter on the ramparts here! 

Amb. And oft they f^ted us, and we perforce 
Out of their gold and crystal cups must drink 
The pure sweet wine. 

Di. {aside) O Cranaan city, mark you 

The insolent airs of these ambassadors ? 

Amb. For only those are accounted men 
Who drink the hardest, and who eat the most. 

Di. {aside) As here the most debauched and disso- 
lute. 

Amb. In the fourth year we reached the Great 
King’s Court. 

But he, with all his troops, had gone to sit 
An eight-months’ session on the Golden Hills! 

Di. {aside) Pray, at what time did he conclude 
his session P 

Amb. At the full moon; and so came home again. 
Then he too feted us, and set before us 
Whole pot- baked oxen — 

Di. {aside) And who ever heard 

Of pot' baked oxen ? Out upon your lies! 

Amb. And an enormous bird, three times the size 
Of our Cleonymus: its name was— Gull. 

Di. {aside) That’s why you gulled us out of all 
those drachmas! 

Amb. And now we bring you Pseudo- Artabas^ 

The Great King’s Eye. 

Di. O how I wish some raven 

Would come and strike out yours, the 
Ambassador’s. 

Cr. O yes! the Great King’s Eye! 

Enter pseudo- artabas. 

Di. O Heracles! 

By Heaven, my man, you wear a war-ship look! 
What! Do you round the point, and spy the 
docks? 

Is that an oar-pad underneath your eye P 
Amb. Now tell the Athenians, Psuedo- Artabas, 
What the Great King commissioned you to say. 
Pseudo- Artabas. Ijisti boutti furbiss upde rotti.* 

^Artaba: sl Persian measure. Thus, Pseudo-Artabas sig- 
nifies one who gives false measure. 

*This jumble is supposed to mean: **I have just begun 
to repair what is rotten.” 
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Amb. Do you understand ? 

Di. By Apollo, no not I. 

Amb. He says the King is going to send you gold. 
{to PSEUDO-ARTABAs) Be more distinct and clear 
about the gold. 

P.-A. No getti goldi, nincompoop lawny. 

Di. Wow, but that’s clear enough! 

Amb. What does he say ? 

Di. He says the lonians must be nincompoops 
If they’re expecting any gold from Persia. 

Amb. No, no: he spoke of golden income-coupons. 
Di. What income-coupons ? You’re a great big 
liar! 

You, get away; I’ll test the man myself. 

{to PSUEDO- artabas) 

Now look at tjiis {showing his fist) : and answer 
Yes, or No! | 

Or else I’ll dye you with a Sardian dye. ^ 

Does the Great King intend to send us gold n 
(psEUDO-ARTABAS nods dissent.) \ 

Then arc our envoys here bamboozling us ? ; 

{He nods assent.) 

These fellows n(^ in pure Hellenic style; 

I do believe they come from hereabouts. 

Aye, to be sure; why, one of these two eunuchs 
Is Cleisthenes, Sibyrtius’s son! 

0 thou young shaver of the hot-souled rump, 

With such a beard, thou monkey, dost thou come 
Tricked out amongst us in a eunuch’s guise ? 

And who’s this other chap? Not Straton, surely? 

Cr. St! Take your scat! O yes! 

The Council ask the Great King’s Eye to dinner 
At the Town Hall. 

Exit Ambassadors and pseudo- artabas. 
Di. Now is not that a throttler ? 

Here must I drudge at soldiering; while these 
rogues. 

The Town-Hall door is never closed to them. 

Now then, I’ll do a great and startling deed. 
Amphitheus! Where’s Amphitheus? 

Am. Here am I. 

Di. Here be eight drachmas; take them; and 
with all 

The Lacedaemonians make a private peace 
For me, my wife and children : none besides. 

{to the PRYTANES and citizens) 

Stick to your embassies and befoolings, you. 

Exit AMPHITHEUS. 

Cr. O y es ! Thcorus from Si takes ! 

Theorus {rising) Here! 

Di. O here’s another humbug introduced. 

Th. We should not, sirs, have tarried long in 
Thrace— 

Di. But for the salary you kept on drawing. 

Th. But for the storms, which covered Thrace 
with snow 

And froze the rivers. *Twas about the season 
At which Theognis was performing here. 

1 all that time was drinking with Sitalces; 

A most prodigious Athens-lover he. 

Yea such a true admirer, he would scribble 
On every wall “My beautiful Athenians” I 
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His son, our newly-made Athenian, longed 
To taste his Apaturian sausages, 

And bade his father help his fatherland. 

And hCt with deep libations, vowed to help us 
With such an host that every one would say, 
“Heavens! what a swarm of locusts comes this 
way!” 

DL Hang me, if I believe a single word 
Of all that speech, except about the locusts. 

Th, And here he sends you the most warlike 
tribe 

Of all in Thrace. 

Di. Come, here’s proof positive. 

Cr, The Thracians whom Theorus brought, 
come forward ! 

Di. What the plague’s this ? 

Th. The Odomantian host. 

Di. The Odomantians, pho! Hallo, look here. 

Are Odomantians all equipped like this? 

Th. Give them two drachmas each a day, and 
these 

Will targeteer Boeotia all to bits. 

Di. Two drachmas for these scarecrows! Oh, our 
tars. 

Our noble tars, the safeguard of our state, 

Well may they groan at this. OI Murder! O! 

These Odomantian thieves have sacked my garlic. 
Put down the garlic! drop it! 

Th. You rapscallion, 

How dare you touch them, when they’re garlic- 
primed. 

Di. O will you let them, Prytanes, use me thus, 
Barbarians too, in this my fatherland ? 

But stop! I w'arn you not to hold the Assembly 
About the Thracians’ pay. I tell you there’s 
A portent come; I felt a drop of rain * 

Cr. The Thracians are to go, and two days hence 
Come here again. The Assembly is dissolved. 

Exeunt all but dicaeopolis. 
Di. O me, the salad I have lost this day I 
But here’s Amphitheus, back from Lacedaemon. 
Well met, Amphitheus! 

Enter amphitheus. 

^ Am. Not till I’ve done running. 

I needs must flee the Acharnians, clean away. 

Di. What mean you? 

Am. 1 was bringing back in haste 

The treaties, when some veterans smelt them out, 
Acharnians, men of Marathon, hard in grain 
As their own oak and maple, rough and tough; 

And all at once they cried, “O villain, dare you 
Bring treaties when our vineyards are cut down ?” 
Then in their lappets up they gathered stones; 

I fled away: they followed roaring after. 

Di. So let them roar. But have you got the 
treaties? 

Am. O yes, I have. Three samples; here they are. 
These are the five-year treaties; take and taste 
them. 

Di. Pheugh! 

Am. What’s the matter ? 

Di. I don’t like the things, 


They smell of tar and naval preparations. 

Atn. Then taste the ten-year samples; here they arc, 

^ Di. These smell of embassies to all the states, 
Urgent, as if the Allies arc hanging back. 

Am. Then here are treaties both by land and sea 
For thirty years. 

Di. O Feast of Dionysus! 

These have a smell of nectar and ambrosia, 

And never mind about the three days’ rations* 

And in your mouth they say, “Go where you 
please/’ 

These do I welcome, these I pour, and drain. 

Nor care a hang about your old Acharnians. 

But I, released from War and War’s alarms. 

Will hold, within, the Rural Dionysia. 

Am. And I will flee those peppery old Acharnians. 

Exeunt dicaeopolis and amphitheus. 
EntcTt running in pursuit of ampihtheus, twenty- 
four old Acharnians who constitute /AecHORUS. 

Chorus. Here’s the trail; pursue, pursue him; 

follow, follow, every man; 
Question whosoever meets you 

whither wards the fellow ran. 
Much it boots the state to catch him! 

{to the audience) O inform me, if ye know, 
Where the man who bears the treaties 

managed from my sight to go. 
Fled and gone! Disappears! 

O this weary weight of years! 
O were I Now as spry 

As in youthful days gone by, 
When I stuck Like a man 

ToPhayllus as he ran, 
And achieved Second place In the race. 

Though a great Charcoal freight 

I was bearing on my head,— 
Not so light From my sight 

Had this treaty-bearer fled. 
Nor escaped With such ease From the chase. 
Now because my joints have stiffened, 

and my shins are young no more. 
And the legs of Lacrateides 

by old age arc burdened sore. 
He’s escaped us! But we’ll follow: 

but he shall not boast that he 
Got away from us Acharnians, 

howsoever old we be. 

Who has dared Father Zcusl 

Gods of heaven! to make a truce, 
Who has pledged Faith with those 

Who arc evermore my foes; 
Upon whom War I make 

For my ruined vineyard’s sake; 
And I ne’er From the strife Will give o’er. 

No, I ne’er Will forbear. 

Till I pierce them in return, 
Like a reed. Sharply barbed 

Dagger-pointed, and they learn 
Not to tread Down my vines Any more. 

Now ’tis ours to seek the fellow, 

and Pelt^e-wards to look. 
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And from land to land to chase him» 

till we bring the rogue to book. 
Never shall I tire of pelting, 

pelting him to death with stones. 
Di. {within) Keep ye all the holy silence! 

Ch, Hush! we’ve got him. Heard ye, comrades, 

“silence” called in solemn tones? 
This is he, the man we’re seeking. 

Stand aside, and in a trice 
He, methinks, will stand before us, 

coming out to sacrifice! 
DL {coming out followed by his wife and 

daughter) Keep ye all the holy silence! 
Now, basket-bearer, go you on in front. 

You Xanthias, hold the phallus- pole erect. 

Wife, Set down the basket, girl : and we’ll begin. 
Daughter. O mother, hand me here the gravy- 
spoon. 

To ladle out the gravy o’er the cake. 

Di. ’Tis well. Lord Dionysus, grant me now 
To show the show and make the sacrifice 
As thou would ’st have me, I and all my house; 

Then keep with joy the Rural Dionysia; 

No more of soldiering now. And may this Peace 
Of thirty summers answer to my hopes. 

Wi, O daughter, bear the basket sweetly, sweet, 
With savory-eating look. Happy the man, 

Whoe’er he is, who weds thee and begets 
Kittens as fair and saucy as thyself. 

Move on ! but heed lest any in the crowd 
Should nibble off, unseen, thy bits of gold. 

Di. O Xanthias, walk behind the basket-bearer, 
Holding, you two, the phallus-pole erect. 

And I’ll bring up the rear, and sing the hymn: 

Wife, watch me from the roof. Now then, proceed. 

{singing) O Phales, comrade revel-roaming 
Of Bacchus, wanderer of the gloaming, 

Of wives and boys the naughty lover. 

Here in my home I gladly greet ye. 

Six weary years of absence over; 

For I have made a private treaty 
And said good-bye to toils and fusses. 

And fights, and fighting Lamachuses. 

Far happier ’tis to me and sweeter, 

O Phales, Phales, some soft glade in. 

To woo the saucy, arch, deceiving. 

Young Thratta (Strymodore his maiden). 

As from my woodland fells I meet her 
Descending with my fagots laden, 

And catch her up, and ill entreat her. 

And make her pay the fine for thieving. 

O Phales, Phales, come and sup. 

And in the morn, to brace you up. 

Of Peace you’ll quaff a jovial cup; 

And mid the chimney sparks our useless shield 
we’ll hang. 

Ch. That’s the man who made the treaty; 

There he stands Full in view ; 


Pelt him, pelt him, pelt him, pelt him. 

Pelt him you! Pelt him you! 

Di. Heracles ! what ails the fellows ? 

Hang it all, ye’ll smash the pot! 
Ch. It is you we will smash with our 

stones, you detestable head. 
Di. O most worshipful Acharnians, 

why ? what reason have ye got ? 
Ch. Dare you ask ? Traitor base! 

Dare you look me in the face ? 
You who make. You alone. 

Private treaties of your own! 
Shameless heart! Shameless hand! 

Traitor to your fatherland! 
Di. But ye know not why I did it : 

» , • hear me now the fact$ declare. 
Ch. Hear you ? No! You’re to die; | 

’Neath a stony caitn to lie! 
Di. Not, O not until ye’ve heard me; \ 

worthy sirs, forbear, iforbear! 
Ch. No delay! Thee to slay 

We’ll immediately begin. 
No debate! Thee we hate 

Worse than Cleon’s self, whose skin 
m ere long Cut to shoes 

For the worthy Knights to use. 
But fromyow, who made a treaty 

with the false Laconian crew, 
I will hear no long orations, 

I will surely punish you. 
Di. Worthy fellows, for the moment 

those Laconians pretermit; 
’Tis a question of my treaty, 

was I right in making it. 
Ch. Right to make it ! when with Sparta 

no engagement sacred stands. 
Not the altar, not the oath-pledge, 

not the faith of clasped right hands! 
Di. Yet I know that these our foemen, 

who our bitter wrath excite. 
Were not always wrong entirely, 

nor ourselves entirely right. 
Ch. Not entirely, shameless rascal ? 

Do you such opinions dare 
Openly to flaunt before me ? 

Shall I then a traitor spare.? 
Di. Not entirely, not entirely! 

I can prove by reasons strong 
That in many points the Spartans 

at our hands have suffered wrong. 
Ch. This is quite a heart-perplexing, 

terrible affair indeed, 
If you mean that you will venture 

for our enemies to plead. 
Di. Aye, and if I plead not truly, 

or the people doubt display. 
On a chopping-block I’m willing, 

whilst I speak, my head to lay. 
Ch. Why so slack, my fellow-burghers ? 

Let us stone the naughty varlct. 
Let us scarify and shred him 

to an uniform of scarlet. 
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Du What a red and dangerous ember 

sparkled up within you then! 
Won’t you hear me, won’t you hear me, 

good Acharnians, worthy men? 
Ch. Never, never, will we hear you. 

Di. That will cause me bitter woe. 

Ch. If I do, perdition seize me! 

Di. O Acharnians, say not so. 

Ch. Know that you must die this instant. 

Di. Then I’ll make you suffer too. 

For my safety I’ve a hostage, 

one that’s very dear to you. 
Now I’ll bring him out and slay him; 

you shall see your darling’s end. 
DiCAEOPOLis goes into the house and returns three 
lines later carrying in one hand a hamper full 
of charcoal and in the other a drawn sword. 

Ch. O Acharnian fellow-burghers, 

what can words like these portend 
To our noble band of brethren ? 

Think you that the man can hold 
Any child of ours in durance? 

What can make him wax so bold ? 
Di. Now then pelt me; here’s the hostage! 

I will slay and will not spare. 
I shall speedily discover 

which of you for charcoal care. 
Ch. Heaven preserve us! ’tis a scuttle, 

’tis my fellow-burgher true! 
Never do the thing you mention: 

never do , O never do! 
Di. Cry aloud I I’m going to slay him ; 

I shall neither hear nor heed. 
Ch. You will slay then this charcoal-adorer, 

its equal in years! 

Di. Aye, for when I craved a hearing 

you refused to hear me plead. 
Ch. Ah! but now! Now you may! 

Whatsoever suits you say. 
Say you love, Say you prize. 

Our detested enemies. 

Ne’er will I Faithless prove 

To the scuttle which I love. 
Di. Well then first, the stones you gathered, 

throw them out upon the ground. 
Ch. Out they go! All my hoard! 

Prithee, lay aside the sword. 
Di. But I fear that in your lappets 

other missiles may be found. 
Ch. All are gone! Every one! 

Sec my garment shaken wide! 
Don’t evade Promise made. 

Lay, O lay the sword aside. 
Here’s my robe Shaken out. 

As 1 twist and twirl about. 
Di. You would then, would you, shake your 
cries aloft, 

And this Parnesian charcoal all but died. 

Slain by the madness of its fellow- burghers. 

And in its fright this scuttle, cuttle-wise. 

Voided its inky blackness on my clothes. 


Alas that men should carry hearts as sour 
As unripe grapes, to pelt and roar, nor hear 
A tempered statement mingled half and half; 

Not though I’m willing o’er a chopping- block 
To say my say for Lacedaemon’s folk. 

And yet I love, be sure, my own dear life. 

DICAEOPOLIS exits to house, 
Ch. O why not bring the block 

out of doors without delay, 
And speak the mighty speech 

which you think will win the day? 
For really I’ve a longing 

to hear what you will say! 
So in the fashion you yourself prescribed. 

Place here the chopping-block and start your 
speech. 

Di. {re-entering, with a hlocl{) Well look and see, 
the chopping-block is here, 

And I’m to speak, poor little friendless I. 

Still never mind; I won’t enshield myself, 

I’ll speak my mind for Lacedaemon’s folk. 

And yet I tear; for well I know the moods 
Of our good country people, how they love 
To hear the City and themselves bepraised 
By some intriguing humbug, right or wrong. 

Nor ever dream they arc being bought and sold. 
And well I know the minds of those old men 
Looking for nothing but a vcrdict-bilc. 

Aye and I know what I myself endured 
At Cleon’s hands for last year’s Comedy. 

How to the Council-house he haled me off, 

And slanged, and lied, and slandered, and 
betongued me. 

Roaring Cycloborus-wisc; till I well nigh 
Was done to death, bcmiryslushificd. 

Now therefore suffer me, before I start. 

To dress me up the loathliest way I can. 

Ch. O why keep putting off with that shilly- 
shally air ? 

Hieronymus may lend you, for anything I care. 

The shaggy “Cap of Darkness’’ from his tangle- 
matted hair. 

Then open all the wiles of Sisyphus, 

Since this encounter will not brook delay. 

Di. Now must my hean be strong, and I depart 
To find Euripides. Boy! Ho there, boy! 
Cephisophon. Who calls me ? 

Di. Is Euripides within? 

Ce. Within and not within, if you conceive me. 
Di. Within and not within ? 

Ce. ’Tis even so. 

His mind, without, is culling flowers of song, 

But he, within, is sitting up aloft 
Writing a play. 

Di. O lucky, lucky poet, 

Whose very servant says such clever things! 

But call him. 

Ce. But it can’t be done. 

Di. But still . • • I 

For go I won’t. I’ll hammer at the door. 

Euripides, my sweet one! 

O if you ever hearkened, hearken now. 



4<^447 

’Tis I, Cholleidian Dicaeopolb. 

Euripides, But I’ve no time. 

Di, Butpivot.i 

Eu. But it can’t be done. 

Di But still ... 1 

Eu, Well then, Fll pivot, but I can’t come down. 

Di, Euripides! 

The eccyclema turns, 

Eu, Aye. 

Di, Why do you write up there, 

And not down here? That’s why you make lame 
heroes. 

And wherefore sit you robed in tragic rags, 

A pitiful garb? That’s why you make them 
beggars. 

But by your knees, Euripides, I pray, 

Lend me some rags from that old play of yours; 

For to the Chorus I to-day must speak 
A lengthy speech; and if I fail, ’tis death, 

Eu, Rags! Rags! what rags? Mean you the rags 
wherein 

This poor old Oeneus came upon the stage ? 

Di, Not Oeneus, no; a wretcheder man than he. 

Eu, Those that blind Phoenix wore ? 

Di, Not Phoenix, no; 

Some other man still wretcheder than Phoenix. 

Eu, What shreds of raiment can the fellow mean ? 

Can it be those of beggarly Philoctetes ? 

Di, One far, far, far, more beggarly than he. 

Eu, Can it be then the loathly gaberdine 
Wherein the lame Bellerophon was clad ? 

Di, Bellerophon ? no; yet mine too limped and 
begged, 

A terrible chap to talk. 

Eu, I know the man. 

The Mysian Telcphus. 

Di, Telephus it is! 

Lend me, I pray, that hero’s swaddling-clothes. 

Eu, Boy, fetch him out the rags of Telephus. 

They lie above the Thyesteian rags, 

’Twixt those and Ino’s. 

Ce, (to DicAEOPOLis) Take them; here they arc. 

Di, (holding up the tattered garment against the 
light) 

Lord Zeus, whose eyes can pierce through 
everywhere. 

Let me be dressed the loathliest way I can. 

Euripides, you have freely given the rags. 

Now give, I pray you, whiat pertains to these. 

The Mysian cap to set upon my head. 

For I’ve to-day to act a beggar’s part. 

To be myself, yet not to seem myself; 

The audience there will know me, who I am, 

Whilst all the Chorus stand like idiots by. 

The while I fillip them with cunning words. 

Eu, Take it; you subtly plan ingenious schemes. 

Di, To thee, good luck; to Telephus— what I 
wish him! 

Yah! why I’m full of cunning words already. 

V.e., “show yourself by means of the eccyclema,” a 
piece of machinery by which the wall of the house is 
turned as if on a pivot, disclosing the interior. 
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But now, methinks, I need a beggar’s staff. 

Eu, Take this, and get thee from the marble 
halls. 

Di, O Soul, thou seest me from the mansion 
thrust, 

Still wanting many a boon. Now in thy prayer 
Be close and instant. Give, Euripides, 

A little basket with a hole burnt through it. 

Eu, Wliat need you, hapless one, of this poor 
wicker ? 

Di, No need perchance; but O I want it so. 

Eu, Know that you’re wearisome, and get you 
gone. 

Di, Alas! Heaven bless you, as it blessed your 
mother. 

Eu, Leave'me in peace. j 

Di, J ust one thing more, vbut one, 

A little tankard with a broken rim. \ 

Eu, Here. Now be off. You trouble us; begone. 

Di, You know not yet what ill you do yoUrself. 
Sweet, dear Euripides, but one thing more, , 

Give me a little pitcher, plugged with sponge. 

Eu, Fellow, you’re taking the whole tragedy. 

Here, take it and begone. 

Di, I’m going now. 

And yet! there’s one thing more, which if I get not 
I’m ruined. Sweetest, best Euripides, 

With this I’ll go, and never come again; 

Give me some withered leaves to fill my basket. 

Eu. You’ll slay me! Here! My plays are dis- 
appcaiing. 

Di, Enough! I go. Too troublesome by far 
Am I, not witting that the chieftains hate me! 

Good Heavens! I’m ruined. I had clean forgotten 
The thing whereon my whole success depends. 

My own Euripides, my best and sweetest. 

Perdition seize me if I ask aught else 
Save this one thing, this only, only this. 

Give me some chervil, borrowing from your 
mother. 

Eu, The man insults us. Shut the palace up. 

Here euripides is wheeled in again^ andmcKEov- 
OLis advances to the blocks to ma^e his speech, 
Di, O Soul, without our chervil we must go. 
Knowest thou the perilous strife thou hast to 
strive. 

Speaking in favour of Laconian men ? 

On, on, my Soul! Here is the line. How? What? 
Swallow Euripides,-and yet not budge? 

Oh, good! Advance, O long-enduring heart. 

Go thither, lay thine head upon the block. 

And say whatever to thyself seems good. 

Take courage! Forward! March! O well done, 
heart! 

Ch, What will you say ? What will you do ? Man, 
is it true 

You are made up of iron and of shamelessness too? 
You who will, one against us all, debate. 

Offering your neck a hostage to the Statel 
Nought docs he fear. 

Since you will have it so, speak, we will hear. 

Di, Bear me no grudge, spectators, if, a beggar, 
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I dare to speak before the Athenian people 
About the city in a comic play. 

For what is true even comedy can tell. 

And I shall utter startling things but true. 

Nor now can Cleon slander me because, 

With strangers present, I defame the State. 

’Tis the Lenaea, and we’re all alone; 

No strangers yet have come; nor from the states 
Have yet arrived the tribute and allies. 

We’re quite alone clean-winnowed; for I count 
Our alien residents the civic bran. 

The Lacedaemonians I detest entirely; 

And may Poseidon, Lord of Taenarum, 

Shake all their houses down about their ears; 

For I, like you, have had my vines cut down. 

But after all— for none but friends are here— 

Why the Laconians do we blame for this? 

For men of ours, I do not say the State, 

Remember this, I do not say the State, 

But worthless fellows of a worthless stamp. 

Ill-coined, ill-minted, spurious little chaps. 

Kept on denouncing Megara’s little coats. 

And if a cucumber or hare they saw. 

Or sucking-pig, or garlic, or lump-salt. 

All were Megarian, and were sold off-hand. 

Still these were trifles, and our country’s way. 

But some young tipsy cottabus-players went 
And stole from Megara-town the fair Simaetha. 

Then the Megarians, garlicked with the smart. 

Stole, in return, two of Aspasia’s hussies. 

From these three Wantons o’er the Hellenic race 
Burst forth the first beginnings of the War. 

For then, in wrath, the Olympian Pericles 
Thundered and lightened, and confounded Hellas, 
Enacting laws which ran like drinking-songs. 

“That the Megarians presently depart 
From earth and sea, the mainland, and the mart.” 

Then the Megarians, slowly famishing. 

Besought their Spartan friends to get the Law 
Of the three Wantons cancelled and withdrawn. 

And oft they asked us, but we yielded noi. 

Then followed instantly the clash of shields. 

Ye’ll say “They should not”; but what should 
they, then ? 

Come now, had some Laconian, sailing out. 

Denounced and sold a small Seriphian dog. 

Would you have sat unmoved? Far, far from that! 
y** would have launched three hundred ships of 
war. 

And all the City had at once been full 
Of shouting troops, of fuss with trierarchs, 

Of paying wages, gilding Pallases, 

Of rations measured, roaring colonnades. 

Of wineskins, oarloops, bargaining for casks, 

Of nets of onions, olives, garlic-heads. 

Of chaplets, pilchards, flute-girls, and black eyes. 

And all the arsenal had rung with noise 
Of oar-spars planed, pegs hammered, oarloops 
fitted, 

Of boatswains’ calls, and flutes, and trills, and 
whistles. 

This had yc done; and shall not Telephus, 
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Think we, do this? we’ve got no brains at all. 
Semi-Chorus i. Aye, say you so, you rascally 
villain you? 

And this from you, a beggar ? Dare you blame us. 
Because perchance, we’ve got informers here? 
Semi-Chorus ii. Aye, by Poseidon, every word he 
says 

Is true and right; he tells no lies at all. 

S.C. I. True or untrue, is he the man to say it ? 

I’ll pay him out, though, for his insolent speech. 

5.C. II. Whither away ? I pray you stay. If him 
you hurt. 

You’ll find your own self hoisted up directly. 

A scuffle taJ^s place in the orchestra^ in which 

the LEADER OF THE FIRST SEMICUORUS is WOT^ 

sted. 

5.C. 1 . Lamachusl Help! with thy glances of light- 
ning; 

Terrible-crested, appear in thy pride, 

Come, O Lamachus, tribesman and friend to us; 

Is there a stormer of cities beside ? 

Is there a captain ? O come yc in haste, 

Help me, O help! I am caught by the waist. 

Enter i.amachu8. 

Lamachus, Whence came the cry of battle to my 
ears? 

Where shall I charge ? where cast the battle-din ? 
Who roused the sleeping Gorgon from its case? 

Di, O Lamachus hero, O those crests and 
cohorts! 

5.C. I. O Lamachus, here has this fellow been 
With frothy words abusing all the State. 

La, You dare, you beggar, say such things as 
those ? 

Di, O Lamachus hero, grant me pardon true 
If I, a beggar, spake or chattered aught. 

La, What said you ? Hey ? 

Di. I can’t remember yet. 

I get so dizzy at the sight of arms. 

I pray you lay that terrible shield aside. 

La, There then. 

Di, Now set it upside down before me. 

La, ’Tis done. 

Di, Now give me from your crest that plume. 
La, Here; take the feather. 

Di, Now then, hold my head, 

And let me vomit. I so loathe those crests. 

La, What! use my feather, rogue, to make you 
vomit ? 

Di. A feather is it, Lamachus ? Pray what bird 
Produced it ? Is it a Great Boastard’s plume ? 

La. Death and Destruction! 

Di, No, no, Lamachus. 

That’s not for strength like yours. If strong you arc 
Why don’t you circumcise me? You’re well armed. 
La. What! you, a beggar, beard the general so? 
Di. A beggar am I, Lamachus ? 

La, What else? 

Di. An honest townsman, not an office-seekrian. 
Since war began, an active-service-seekrian. 

But you’re, since war began, a full-pay-seekrian. 

La. The people chose me— 
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Di. Aye, three cuckoo-birds. 

That’s what I loathe; that’s why I made my treaty. 
When grey-haired veterans in the ranks I saw, 

And boys like you, paltry malingering boys, 

Off, some to Thrace— their daily pay three 
drachmas— 

Phaenippuses, Hipparchidreprobatians, 

And some with Chares, to Chaonia some, 
Geretotheodores, Diomirogues, and some 
To Ca marina, Gela, and Grineela. 

La, The people chose them— 

Di, And how comes it, pray. 

That you are always in receipt of pay, 

And these are net'er} C^ome, Marilades, 

You are old and grey; when have you served as 
envoy ? 

Never! Yet he’s a steady, active man. 

Well then, Euphorides, Prinidcs, Dracyllus, 
Haveyow Ecbatana or Chaonia seen ? 

Never! But Coesyra’s son and Lamachus, 

They have; to whom, for debts and calls unpaid. 
Their friends but now, like people throwing out 
Their slops at eve, were crying “Stand away!” 

La, O me! Democracy! can this be borne ? 

Di, No, not if Lamachus receive no pay. 

La. But I with all the Peloponnesian folk 
Will always fight, and vex them everyway, 

By land, by sea, w’ith all my might and main. 

Exit, 

Di. And I to all the Peloponnesian folk, 

Megarians and Boeotians, give full leave 
To trade with me; but not to Lamachus. 

Exit, 

Chorus 

The man has the best of the wordy debate, and the 
hearts of the people is winning 
To his plea for the truce. Now doff we our robes, 
our own anapaestics beginning. 

Since ^rst to exhibit his plays he began, 

our chorus-instructor has never 
Come forth to confess in this public address 

how tactful he is and how clever. 
But now that he knows he is slandered by foes 

before Athens so quick to assent. 
Pretending he jeers our City and sneers 

at the people with evil intent. 
He is ready and fain his cause to maintain 

before Athens so quick to repent. 
Let honour and praise be the guerdon, he says, 

of the poet whose satire has stayed you 
From believing the orators’ novel conceits 

wherewith they cajoled and betrayed you* 
Who bids you despise adulation and lies 

nor be citizens Vacant and Vain. 
For before, when an embassy came from the states 
intriguing your favour to gain. 
And called you the town of the violet crown, 

so grand and exalted ye grew. 
That at once on your tiptails erect ye would sit, 

those crowns were so pleasant to you. 


And then, if they added the shiny, they got 

whatever they asked for their praises, 
Though apter, I ween, for an oily sardine 

than for you and your City the phrase is. 
By this he’s a true benefactor to you, 

and by showing with humour dramatic 
The way that our wise democratic allies 

are ruled by our State democratic. 
And therefore their people will come oversea, 

their tribute to bring to the City, 
Consumed with desire to behold and admire 

the poet so fearless and witty. 
Who dared in the presence of Athens to speak 

the thing that is rightful and true. 
And truly the fame of his prowess, by this, 

* , ‘has been bruited the universe through. 
When the Sovereign of Persia, desiring tc| test 

what the end of our warfirc will be. 
Inquired of the Spartan ambassadors, first\ 

which nation is queen ^f the sea. 
And next, which the wonderful Poet has g6t, 

as its stern and unsparing adviser; 
For those who are lashed by his satire, he said, 

must surely be better and wiser. 
And they’ll in the war be the stronger by far, 

enjoying his counsel and skill. 
And therefore the Spartans approach you to-day 

with proffers of Peace and Goodwill, 
Just asking indeed that Aegina ye cede; 

and nought do they care for the isle. 
But you of the Poet who serves you so well 

they fain would despoil and beguile. 
But he you on your guard nor surrender the bard; 

for his Art shall be righteous and true. 
Rare blessings and great will he work for the State, 
rare happiness shower upon you; 
Not fawning, or bribing, or striving to cheat 

with an empty unprincipled jest; 
Not seeking your favour to curry or nurse, 

but teaching the things that are best. 

And therefore I say to the people to-day. 

Let Cleon the worst of his villainies try. 

His anger I fear not, his threats I defy! 

For Honour and Right beside me will fight. 

And never shall I 

In ought that relates to the city be found 
Such a craven as he, such a profligate hound. 

O Muse, ficry-flashing, with temper of flame, 

energetic, Acharnian, come to my gaze. 
Like the wild spark that leaps from the evergreen 
oak, 

when its red-glowing charcoal is fanned to a blaze. 
And the small fish arc lying all in order for the 
frying; 

And some are mixing Thasian, richly dight, shiny- 
bright. 

And some dip the small fish therein; 

Come, fiery-flashing Maid, to thy fellow-burgher’s 
aid. 

With exactly such a song, so glowing-and so strong. 
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To our old rustic melodies akin. 
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Would have stood no airs or nonsense 


We the veterans blame the City. 

Is it meet and right that we, 
Who of old, in manhood’s vigour, 

fought your battles on the sea. 
Should in age be left untended, 

yea exposed to shame and ill? 
Is it right to let the youngsters 

air their pert forensic skill. 
Grappling us with writs and warrants, 

holding up our age to scorn? 
We who now have lost our music, 

feeble nothings, dull, forlorn. 
We whose only “Safe Poseidon” 

is the stalf we lean upon. 
There we stand, decayed and muttering, 

hard beside the Court house Stone, 
Nought discerning all around us 

save the darkness of our case. 
Comes the youngster, who has compassed 

for himself the accuser’s place. 
Slings his tight and nipping phrases, 

tackling us with legal scraps. 
Pulls us up and cross-examines, 

setting little verbal traps. 
Rends and rattles old Tithonus 

till the man is dazed and blind; 
Till with toothless gums he mumbles, 

then departs condemned and fined; 
Sobbing, weeping, as he passes, 

to his friends he murmurs low, 
“All I’ve saved to buy a coffin 

now to pay the fine must go.” 

How can it be seemly a grey-headed man by the 
water-clock’s stream to decoy and to slay, 

Who of old, young and bold, laboured hard for the 
State, who would wipe off his sweat and return 
to the fray ? 

At Marathon arrayed, to the battle-shock we ran, 
And our mettle we displayed, foot to foot, man to 
man, 

and our name and our fame shall not die. 

Aye in youth we were Pursuers on the Marathonian 
plain. 

But in age Pursuers vex us, and our best defence 
is vain. 

To this what can Marpsias reply ? 

Oh, Thucydides to witness, 

bowed with age, in sore distress, 
Feebly struggling in the clutches 

of that Scythian wilderness 
Fluent glib Cephisodemus — 

Oh the sorrowful display! 
I myself was moved with pity, 

yea and wiped a tear away. 
Grieved at heart the gallant veteran 

by an archer mauled to view; 
Him who, were he, by Demeter, 

that Thucydides we knew. 


from the Goddess Travel-sore,' 
Would have thrown, the mighty wrestler, 

ten F\athluscs or more, 
Shouted down three thousand archers 

with his accents of command, 
Shot his own accuser’s kinsmen 

in their Scythian fatherland. 
Nay, but if ye will not leave us 

to our hardly earned repose. 
Sort the writs, divide the actions, 

separating these from those; 
Who assails the old and toothless 

should he old and toothless too; 
For a youngster, wantons, gabblers, 

Clemias’ son* the trick may do. 
So for future fines and exiles, 

fair and square the balance hold, 
Let the youngster sue the youngster, 

and the old man sue the old. 

Enter dicaeopolis. 
Di. These are the boundaries of my m.ukct-place; 
In this new scene what was the Pnyx somehow 
becomes the market ‘l;*lace of dicaeopolis. 

And here may all the Peloponnesian folk, 

Megarians and Boeotians, freely trade 
Selling to me, but Lamachus may not. 

And these three thongs, of Leprous make, I set 
As market-clerks, elected by the lot. 

Within these bounds may no informer come, 

Or any other syco-Phasian man. 

But I’ll go fetch the Treaty-Pillar here. 

And set it up in some conspicuous place. 

Exit dicaeopolis, and a half-starved megarian 
enterSy followed by two little girls whom he 
bids '‘'mount''' the stage from the side-scenes. 
Megarian. Guid day, Athanian market, Megara’s 
luvc! 

By Fricn’ly Zeus, I’ve miss’t ye like my mither. 

But ye, puir bairnies o’ a waefu’ father, 

Speel up, ye’ll aiblins fin’ a barley- bannock. 

Now listen, bairns; atten’ wi’ a’ yerc — painch; 
Whilk wad ye licler, to be sclll or clemmed ? 

Girls. Liefer be scllt! I Jefer be scllt! 

Meg. An’ sae say I mysel’ ! But wha sac doited 
As to gie aught for yo«, a sicker skaith ? 

Aweel, 1 ken a pawkic Mcgara- trick, 

I’se busk yc up, an’ say I’m bringin’ piggies. 

Here, slip these wee bit clooties on yerc nieves, 

An’ shaw yercsclls a decent grumphie’s weans. 

For gin’ I tak’ ye hamc unsellt, by Hairmes 
Ye’ll thole the warst extremities o’ elemmin’. 

Ne’est, pit thir lang pig-snowties owre ycre nebs, 
An’ stech ycre bodies in this sackie. Sac. 

An’ min’ ye grunt an* grane an’ g-r-r awa’. 

An’ mak’ the skirls o’ little Mystery piggies. 

Mysel’ will ca’ for Dicaeopolis. 

Hae! Dicaeopolis! 

'Dcmctcr. 

^Alcibiadcs. 
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Arc yc for buyin’ onic pigs the day ? 

Enter dicaeopolis. 

Di, How now, Megarian ? 

Meg, Come to niflfer, guidman. 

Di. How fare ye all ? 

Meg. A* greetin* by the fire. 

Di. And very jolly too if there’s a piper. 

What do your people do besides ? 

Meg. Sae sae. 

For when I cam* frac Megara toun the morn, 

Our Lairds o’ Council were in gran’ debate 
How we might quicklicst perish, but an’ ben. 

Di. So ye’ll lose all your troubles. 

Meg. What for no ? 

Di. What else at Megara ? What’s the price of 
wheat ? 

Meg. Och! high eneugh: high as the Gudes, an* 
higher. 

Di, Got any salt? 

Meg. Y e’re maisters o’ our saut. 

Di. Or garlic? 

Meg. Garlic, quotha! when yeresells, 

Makin’ yere raids like onie swarm o’ mice, 

Howkit up a’ the rooties wi’ a stak*. 

Di. What have you got then ? 

Meg. Mystery piggies, L 

Di. That’s good ; let’s see them. 

Meg. Hael They’re bonnie piggies. 

Lift it, an’t please you; ’tis sae sleek an* bonnie. 

Di. What on earth’s this ? 

Meg. A piggie that, by Zeus. 

Di. A pig I What sort of pig ? 

Meg. A Megara piggie. 

What I no a piggie that ? 

Di. It doesn’t seem so. 

Meg. ’Tis awfu’l Och the disbelievin’ carle! 
Uphaudin’ she’s na piggie! Will ye wad. 

My cantie frien’, a pinch o’ thymy saut 
She’s no a piggie in the Hellanian use ? 

Di. A human being’s— 

Meg. Weel, by Diocles, 

She’s mine; wha’s piggie did ye think she was ? 

Mon ? wad ye hear them skirlin’ ? 

Di. By the Powers, 

I would indeed. 

Meg. Now piggies, skirl awa’. 

Ye winna ? winna skirl, ye graceless hizzies? 

By Hairmes then I’se tak’ ye hame again. 

Girls. Wee! wee! wee! 

Meg. This no a piggie ? 

Di. Faith, it seems so now, 

But ’twont remain so for five years I’m thinking, 
Meg. Trowth, tak* my word for’t, she’ll be like 
her mither. 

Di. But she’s no good for ofierings. 

Meg. What for no? 

What for nae guid for ofierins ? 

Di. She’s no tail. 

Meg. Aweel, the puir wee thing, she’s owre young 
yet. 

But when she's auld, she’ll have a gaweie tail. 

But wad ye rear them, here’s a bonnie piggie! 
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Di. Why she’s the staring image of the other. 

Meg. They’re o’ ane father an* ane mither, baith. 
But bide a wee, an’ when she’s fat an’ curlie 
She’ll be an offerin’ gran’ for Aphrodite. 

Di. A pig’s no sacrifice for Aphrodite. 

Meg. What, no for Her! Mon, for hirsel’ the lane. 
Why there’s nae flesh sae tastie as the flesh 
O’ thae sma piggies, roastit on a spit. 

Di. But can they feed without their mother yet ? 
Meg. Poteidan, yes! withouten father too. 

Di. What will they eat most freely ? 

Meg. Aught ye gie them. 

But spier yoursel*. 

Di. Hey, piggy, piggy! 

ist. Girl. Weel 

Di. Do'yoii like pease, you piggy ? I 

IS/. Girl. Weel wee, weel 

Di. What, and Phibalean figs as well ? \ 

ist. Girl. Wee, weel 

Di. What, and you other piggy ? \ 

2nd. Girl. Wee, wee, weel 

Di. Eh, but ye’re squealing bravely for thie figs. 
Bring out some figs here, one of you within, ' 

For these small piggies. Will they cat them? Yah! 
Worshipful Heracles! how they are gobbling now. 
Whence come the pigs ? They seem to me Aetallian. 
Meg. Na, na; they haena eaten a’ thae figs. 

See here; here’s ane I pickit up mysel*. 

Di. Upon my word, they are jolly little beasts. 
What shall I give you for the pair ? let’s hear. 

Meg. Gie me for ane a tic o’ garlic, will yc. 

An’ for the tither half a peck o’ saut. 

Di. I’ll buy them : stay you here awhile. Exit. 
Meg. Aye, aye. 

Traffickin’ Hairmes, wad that I could swap 
Baith wife an’ mither on sic terms as thae. 

Enter informee. 

Informer. Man! who arc you ? 

Meg. Ane Megara piggie-seller. 

In. Then I’ll denounce your goods and you 
yourself 
As enemies! 

Meg. Hech, here it comes again. 

The vera primal source of a’ our wae. 

In. Y ou’ll Megarize to your cost. Let go the 
sack. 

Meg. Dicaeopolis I Dicaeopolis! Here’s a chid 
Denouncin’ me. 

Di. {re-entering) Where is he ? Market-clerks, 

Why don’t you keep these sycophants away ? 

What! show him up without a lantern-wick? 

In. Not show our enemies up ? 

Di. You had better not. 

Get out, and do your showing other- where. 

Exit INFORMER. 

Meg. The pest thae birkies are in Athans tounl 
Di. Well never mind, Megarian, take the things. 
Garlic and salt, for which you sold the pigs. 
Farewell! 

Meg. That’s na our way in Megara toun. 

Di. Then on my head the officious wish return! 
Meg, O piggies, try withouten father now 
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To eat wi’ saut yere bannock, an’ ye git ane. 

Exeunt dicaeopolis and megarian. 

Chorus 

A happy lot the man has got : 

his scheme devised with wondrous art 
Proceeds and prospers as you see; 

and now he’ll sit in his private Mart 
The fruit of his bold design to reap. 

And O if a Ctesias come this way, 

Or other informers vex us, they 
Will soon for their trespass weep. 

No sneak shall grieve you buying first 

the fish you wanted to possess. 
No Prepis on your dainty robes 

wipe off his utter loathsomeness. 
You’ll no Cleonymus jostle there; 

But all unsoiled through the Mart you’ll go. 

And no Hyperbolus work you woe 
With writs enough and to spare. 

Never within these bounds shall walk 

the little fop we all despise, 
The young Cratinus neatly shorn 

with single razor wanton-wise. 
That Artemon-engineer of ill. 

Whose father sprang from an old hc-goat. 

And father and son, as ye all may note. 

Are rank with its fragrance still. 

No Pauson, scurvy knave, shall here 

insult you in the market-place, 
No vile Lysistratus, to all 

Cholargian folk a dire disgrace, 
That deep-dyed sinner, that low buffoon. 

Who always shivers and hungers sore 
Full thirty days, or it may be more. 

In every course of the moon. 

Enter Boeotian, with slave and musicians, 
Boeotian, Hech sirs, ray shouther’s sair, wat 
Heracles! 

Ismeny lad, pit doon thae pennyroyal 

Wi’ tentie care. Pipers wha cam’ frae Thaibes 

Blaw oop the auld tyke’s hurdies wi’ the banes. 

Di. Hang you! shut up! Off from my doors, you 
wasps! 

Whence flew these curst Chaendian bumble-drones 
Here, to my door ? Get to the ravens! Hence! 

Exeunt musicians. 

Bo, An* recht ye are, by lolaus, stranger. 

They’ve blawn behint me a’ the wa’ frae Thaibes, 
An’ danged the blossom aff my pennyroyal. 

But buy, an’t please you, onie thing I’ve got, 

Soine o’ thae deckin’ or thae four- winged gear. 

Di. O welcome, dear Boeotian muffin-eater. 

What have you there ? 

Bo. A* that Bocoty gics us 

Mats, dittany, pennyroyal, lantern-wicks. 

An’ dooks, an’ kaes, an’ francolins, an’ coots, 
Pliversan’ divers. 
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Di. Eh? Why then, methinks, 

You’ve brought fowl weather to my market-place. 
Bo. Aye, an’ I’m bringin* maukins, geese, an’ tods. 
Easels an* weasels, urchins, moles, an’ cats. 

An’ otters too, an* eels frae Loch Copais. 

Di. O man, to men their daintiest morsel 
bringing. 

Let me salute the eels, if eels you bring. 

Bo. Primest o’ Loch Copals’ fifty dochters 
Come oot o* that; an’ mak’ the stranger welcome. 

Di. O loved, and lost, and longed for, thou arc 
come, 

A presence grateful to the Comic choirs, 

And dear to Morychus. Bring me out at once, 

O kitchen-knaves, the brasier and the fan. 

Behold, my lads, this best of all the eels. 

Six years a truant, scarce returning now. 

O children, welcome her; to you I’ll give 
A charcoal fire for this sweet stranger’s sake. 

Out with her! Never may I lose again. 

Not even in death, my darling dressed in— beet. 

Bo. Whaur sail 1 get the siller for the feesh ? 

Di. This you shall give me as a market-toll. 

But tell me, are these other things for sale? 

Bo. Aye are they, a’ thae goods. 

Di. And at what price? 

Or would you swap for something else ? 

Bo. I’sc swap 

For gear we haena, but ye Attics hae. 

Di. Well then, what say you to Phalcric sprats, 

Or earthenware? 

Bo. Sprats! ware! we’ve thae at hame. 

Gie us some gear we lack, an* ye’ve a rowth o*. 

Di. I’ll tell you what; pack an informer up, 

Like ware for exportation. 

Bo. Mon! that’s guid. 

By the Twa Gudes,^ an’ unco gain I’se mak’. 

Takin’ a monkey fu’ o’ plaguy tricks. 

Enter nicarchus. 

Di. And here’s Nicarchus coming to denounce 
you! 

Bo. He’s sma’ in bouk. 

Di. But every inch is bad. 

Nicarchus. Whose is this merchandise ? 

Bo. ’Tis a’ mine here. 

Frae Thaibes, wat Zeus, I burc it. 

Ni. Then I here 

Denounce it all as enemies! 

Bo. Hout awa! 

Do ye mak* war an* enmity wi’ the burdies? 

Ni. Them and you too. 

Bo. What hae I dune ye wrang? 

Ni. That will I say for the bystanders’ sake. 

A lantern-wick you are bringing from the foe. 

Di. Show him up, would you, for a lantern-wick? 
Ni. Aye, for that lantern-wick will fire the docks. 
Di. A lantern- wick the docks! O dear, and how ? 
Ni. If a Boeotian stuck it in a beetle. 

And sent it, lighted, down a watercourse 
Straight to the docks, watching when Boreas blew 

tThe two gods of a Boeotian are Zethus and Amphion. 


the acharnians 


465 



His stiffest breeze, then if the ships caught fire, 
They’d blaze up in an instant. 

Di. Blaze, you rascal I 

What, with a beetle and a lantern-wick ? 

M. Bear witness! 

Di. Slop his mouth, and bring me litter. 

I’ll pack him up, like earthenware, for carriage. 

So they mayn’t crack him on their journey home. 
CA. Tie up, O best of men, with care 
The honest stranger’s piece of ware, 

For fear they break it. 

As homeward on their backs they take it. 

Di. To that, be sure, I’ll have regard; 
fndeed it creaks as though ’twerc charred. 

By cracks molested. 

And altogether CJod -detested. 

Ch. How shall he deal with it ? 

Di. For every use ’tis fit, 

A cup of ills, a lawsuit can, 

For audits an informing pan, 

A poisoned chalice 
Full filled with every kind of malice. 

CA. But who can safely use, I pray, 

A thing like this from day to day 
In household matters, 

A thing that always creaks and clatters? 

Di. He’s strong, my worthy friend, and tough: 

He will not break for usage rough. 

Not though you shove him 
Head foremost down, his heels above him. 

C/t. (to Boeotian) You’ve got a lovely pack. 

Bo. A bonnie hairst I’se mak’. 

Ch. Aye, best of friends, your harvest make, 

And whereso’er it please you take 
This artful, knowing 
And best equipped informer going. 

Di. ’Twas a lough business, but I’ve packed the 
scamp. 

Lift up and take your piece of ware, Boeotian. 

Bo. Gae, pit your shoiithcr underneath, Ismeny. 

Di. And pray be careful as you take him home. 
You’ve got a rotten bale of goods, but still! 

And if you make a harvest out of him. 

You’ll be in luck’s way, as regards informers. 
Exeunt dicaeopolis, Boeotian and his slave. 

Enter servant of lamachus. 

Servant, Dicaeopolis! 

Di. Well ? why are you shouting ? 

Se. Why? 

Lamachus bids you, towards the Pitcher-feast, 

Give him some thrushes for this drachma here. 

And for three drachmas one Copaic eel. 

Enter dicaeopolis. 

Di. Who is this Lamachus that wants the eel ? 

Se. The dread, the tough, the terrible, who 
wields 

The Gorgon targe, and shakes three shadowy 
plumes. 

Di. An cel for him ? Not though his targe he gave 
me! 

Let him go shake his plumes at his salt fish. 

If he demur, I’ll call the Market clerks. 
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Now for myself I’ll carry all these things 
Indoors, to the tune o’ merles an' mavises wings. Exit. 

Chorus 

Have ye seen him, all ye people, 

seen the man of matchless art. 
Seen him, by his private treaty, 

traffic gain from every mart. 
Goods from every neighbour; 

Some required for household uses; 

some ’tvvere pleasant warm to eat; 
All the wealth of all the cities 

lavished here before his feet. 
Free from toil and labour. 

War I’ll never welcome in 

‘ ' to share my hospitjility, 

Never shall the fellow sing 'i 

Harmodius in my company, 
Always in his cups he acts \ 

so rudely and offcnsivply. 
Tipsily he burst upon ' 

our happy quiet family. 
Breaking this, upsetting that, 

and brawling most pugnaciously. 
Yea when we entreated him 

with hospitable courtesy, 
“Sit you down, and drink a cup, 

a Cup of Love and Harmony,’’ 
All the more he burnt the poles 

we wanted for our husbandry. 
Aye and spilt perforce the liquor 

treasured up within our vines. 
Proudly he prepares to banquet. 

Did ye mark him, all elate. 

As a sample of his living 

cast these plumes before his gate? 
Grand his ostentation! 

O of Cypris foster-sister, 

and of every heavenly Grace, 
Never knew I till this moment 

all the glory of thy face, 

Reconciliationl 

O that Love would you and me 

unite in endless harmony, 
Love as he is pictured with 

the wreath of roses smilingly. 
Maybe you regard me as 

a fragment of antiquity; 

Ah, but if I get you, dear. 

I’ll show my triple husbandry. 
First a row of vinelets will I 

plant prolonged atrd orderly. 
Next the little fig-tree shoots 

beside them, growing lustily. 
Thirdly the domestic vine; 

although I am so elderly. 
Round them all shall olives grow, 

to form a pleasant boundary. 
Thence will you and I anoint us, 

darling, when the New Moon shines. 
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Enter crier, while the eccyclema exposes to view 
the interior of dicaeopoli$*s house. 

Or. O yes! O yes! 

Come, drain your pitchers to the trumpet’s sound. 
In our old fashion. Whoso drains his first, 

Shall have, for prize, a skin of— Ctesiphon. 

Di. Lads! lassies! heard ye not the words he said ? 
What are ye at ? Do ye not hear the Crier ? 

Quick! stew and roast, and turn the roasting flesh. 
Unspit the haremeat, weave the coronals. 

Bring the spits here, and I’ll impale the thrushes. 

Ch. I envy much your happy plan, 

I envy more, you lucky man. 

The joys you’re now possessing. 

Di. What, when around the spits you see 

the thrushes roasting gloriously? 
Ch. And that’s a saying I admire. 

Di. Boy, poke me up the charcoal fire. 

Ch. O listen with what cookly art 
And gracious care, so trim and smart. 

His own repast he’s dressing. 

Enter dlrcetes, an Athenian farmer. 
Farmer. Alas! Alas! 

Di. O Heracles, who’s there ? 

Fa. An ill-starred man. 

Di. Then keep it to yourself. 

Fa. O — for you only hold the truces, dear — 
Measure me out though but five years of Peace. 

Di. What ails you ? 

Fa. Ruined! Lost my oxen twain. 

Di. Wherefrom? 

Fa. From Phyle. The Boeotians stole them. 
Di. And yet you arc clad in white, you ill-starred 
loon! 

Fa. They twain maintained me in the very lap 
Of affluent muckcry. 

Di. Well, what want you now? 

Fa. Lost my two eyes, weeping my oxen twain. 
Come, if you care for Dercetes of Phyle, 

Rub some Peace-ointment, do, on my two eyes. 

Di. Why, bless the fool, I’m not a public surgeon. 
Fa. Do now; I’ll maybe find my oxen twain. 

Di. No, go and weep at Pit talus’s door. 

Fa. Do, j ust one single drop. J ust drop me here 
Into this quill one little drop of Peace. 

Di. No, not one twitterlet; take your tears else- 
where. 


Di. Who’s there ? who’s there ? 

Gr. A bridegroom sends you from his wedding- 
banquet 

These bits of meat. 

Di. Well done, whoe’er he is. 

Gr. And in return he bids you pour him out. 

To keep him safely with his bride at home. 

Into this ointment-pot one dram of Peace. 

Di. Take, take your meat away; I can’t abide it. 
Not for ten thousand drachmas would I give him 
One drop of Peace. {Enter bridesmaid.) Hey, who 
comes here ? 

Gr. The bridesmaid 

Bringing a private message from the bride. 

Di. Well, what have you to say ? What wants the 
bride ? 

{Affects to listen.) 

O heaven, the laughable request she makes 
To keep her bridegroom safely by her side. 

I’ll do it; bring the truces; she’s a woman. 

Unfit to bear the burdens of the war. 

Now, hold the myrrh- box underneath, my girl. 
Know you the way to use it ? Tell the bride. 

When they’re enrolling soldiers for the war. 

To rub the bridegroom every night with this. 

Exeunt groomsman and bridesmaid. 
Now take the truces back, and bring the ladle. 

I’ll fill the winecups for the Pitcher-feast. 

Ch. But here runs one with eyebrows puckered up. 
Methinks he comes a messenger of woe. 

Enter crier, 

Cr. O toils, and fights, and fighting Lamachuses! 
La, {within) Who clangs around my bronze- 

accoutred halls? Ew/er lamachus, 

Cr. The generals bid you take your crests and 
cohorts, 

And hurry off this instant; to keep watch 
Amongst the mountain passes in the snow. 

For news has come that at this Pitcher-feast 
Boeotian bandits mean to raid our lands. 

La. O generals, great in numbers, small in worthi 
Shame that I may not even enjoy the feast. 

Di. O expedit ion battle-Lamachaean ! 

I^. O dear, what you! Do you insult me too? 

Di. What would you fight with Gcryon, the 
four- winged ? 

La. O woe! 


Fa. Alas! Alas! my darling yoke of oxen. Exit. 
Ch. He loves the Treaty’s pleasant taste; 

He will not be, methinks, in haste 
To let another share it. 

Di. Pour on the tripe the honey, you! 

And you, the cutile richly stew I 
Ch. How trumpet-like his orders sound. 

Di. Be sure the bits of eel are browned. 


Ch. The words you speak, your savoury rites. 
Keep sharpening so our appetites 
That we can hardly bear it. 

Di. Now roast these other things and brown 
them nicely. 


Enter groomsman. 


O what a message has this Crier brought me! 

Di. Oho! what message will this runner bring me ? 

Enter messenger. 

Messenger. Dicaeopolis! 

Di. Well? 

Mes. Come at once to supper, 

And bring your pitcher, and your supper-chest. 

The priest of Bacchus sends to fetch you thither. 
And do be quick: you keep the supper waiting. 

For all things else are ready and prepared. 

The couches, tables, sofa-cushions, rugs. 

Wreaths, sweetmeats, myrrh, the harlotry are 
there. 

Whole-meal cakes, cheese-cakes, sesame-, honey- 
cakes. 


Groomsman, O Dicaeopolis! 
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And dancing'girls, **Harmodius* dearest ones.” 

So pray make haste. 

La. O wretched, wretched me! 

Di. Aye the great Gorgon *twas you chose for 
patron. 

Now close the house, and pack the supper up. 

La. Boy, bring me out my soldier’s knapsack 
here. 

Di. Boy, bring me out my supper-basket here. 

La. Boy, bring me onions, with some thymy salt. 
Di. For me, hsh-fillets: onions I detest. 

La. Boy, bring me here a leaf of rotten fish. 

Di. A tit-bit leaf for me; I’ll toast it there. 

La. Now bring me here my helmet’s double 
plume. 

Di. And bring me here my thrushes and ring- 
doves. 

La. How nice and white this ostrich-plume to 
view. 

Di. How nice and brown this pigeon’s flesh to eat. 
La. Man, don’t keep jeering at my armour so. 

Di. Man, don’t keep peering at my thrushes so. 
La. Bring me the casket with the three crests in 
it. 

Di. Bring me the basket with the hare’s flesh in it. 
La. Surely the moths my crest have eaten up. 

Di. Sure this hare-soup I’ll eat before I sup. 

La. Fellow, I’ll thank you not to talk to me. 

Di. Nay, but the boy and I, we can’t agree. 

Come will you bet, and Lamachus decide, 

Locusts or thrushes, which the daintier are ? 

La. Insolent knave 1 

Di. (to the boy) locusts, he says, by far. 

La. Boy, boy, take down the spear, and bring it 
here. 

Di. Boy, take the sweetbread off and bring it 
here. 

La. Hold firmly to the spear whilst I pull off 
The case. 

Di. And you, hold firmly to the spit. 

La. Boy, bring the framework to support my 
shield. 

Di. Boy, bring the bakemeats to support my 
frame. 

La. Bring here the grim-backed circle of the 
shield. 

Di. And here the cheese-backed circle of the cake. 
La. Is not this— mockery, plain for men to see ? 
Di. Is not this— cheese-cake, sweet for men to 
eat? 

La. Pour on the oil, boy. Gazing on my shield, 

I see an old man tried for cowardliness. 

Di. Pour on the honey. Gazing on my cake, 

1 see an old man mocking Lamachus. 

La. Bring me a casque, to arm the outer man, 

Di. Bring me a cask to warm the inner man. 

La. With this I’ll arm my sell against the foe. 

Di. With this I’ll warm myself against the feast. 
La. Boy, lash the blankets up against the shield. 
Df. Boy, lash the supper up against the chest. 

La. Myself will bear my knapsack for myself. 

Di. M 3 ^sei£ will wear my wraps, and haste away. 


La. Take up the shield, my boy, and bring it on. 
Snowing! go^ lack, a wintry prospect mine. 

Di. Take up the chest; a suppery prospect mine. 

Exeunt dicaeopolis and lamachus. 
Ch. Off to your duties, my heroes bold. 

Different truly the paths ye tread; 

One to drink with wreaths on his head; 

One to watch, and shiver with cold. 

Lonely, the while his antagonist passes 

The sweetest of hours with the sweetest of lasses. 

Pray we that Zeus calmly reduce 

to destruction emphatic and utter 
That meanest of poets and meanest of men, 

Antimachus, offspring of Sputter; 
The Choregus who sent me away 

without any suppeij at all 
At the feast of Lenaea ; I pray, I 

two Woes that Choregus bpfall. 
May he hanker for a dish \ 

of the subtle cuttle-fish; 
May he see the cuttle sailing 

through its brine and through itspil. 
On its little table lying, 

hot and hissing from the frying. 
Till it anchor close beside him, 

when alas! and woe betide him! 
As he reaches forth his hand 

for the meal the Gods provide him. 
May a dog snatch and carry off the spoil, off the 
spoil. 

May a dog snatch and carry off the spoil. 

Duly the first Woe is rehearsed; 

attend whilst the other I’m telling. 
It is night, and our gentleman, after a ride, 

is returning on foot to his dwelling; 
With ague he’s sorely bested, 

and he’s feeling uncommonly ill. 
When suddenly down on his head 

comes Orestes’s club with a will. 
*Tis Orestes, hero mad, 

’tis the drunkard and the pad. 
Then stooping in the darkness 

let him grope about the place. 
If his hand can find a brickbat 

at Orestes to be flung; 

But instead of any brickbat 

may he grasp a podge of dung. 
And rushing on with this, Orestes may he miss. 

And hit young Cratinus in the face, in the face. 

And hit young Cratinus in the face. 

Enter attendant. 

Attendant. Varlets who dwell in Lamachus’s halls. 
Heat water, knaves, heat water in a pot. 

Make ready lint, and salves, and greasy wool. 

And ankle- bandages. Your lord is hurt. 

Pierced by a stake whilst leaping o’er a trench. 
Then, twisting round, he wrenched his ankle out, 
And, falling, cracked his skull upon a stone; 

And shocks the sleeping Gorgon from his shield. 
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Then the Great Boastard*s plume being cast away 
Prone on the rocks, a dolorous cry he raised, 

**0 glorious Eye, with this my last fond look 
The heavenly light I leave; my day is done.” 

He spake, and straightway falls into a ditch: 

Jumps up again; confronts the runaways. 

And prods the fleeing bandits with his spear. 

But here he enters. Open wide the door. 

’Re-enter lamachus wounded^ supported by at- 
tendants^ and DiCAEOPOLis jovial between two 
courtesans. 

La. O lack-a-day! O lack-a-day! 

Tm hacked, Fm killed, by hostile lances! 

But worse than wound or lance ’twill grieve me 

If Dicaeopolis perceive me 

And mock, and mock at my mischances. 

Di. O lucky day 1 O lucky day 1 
What mortal ever can be richer. 

Than he who feels, my golden misses, 

Your softest, closest, loveliest kisses. 

*Twas I, ’twas I, first drained the pitcher. 

La. O me, my woful dolorous loti 
O me, the gruesome wounds I’ve got! 

Di. My darling Lamachippus, is it not ? 

La. O doleful chancel 

Di. O cursed spite! 

La. Why give me a kiss ? 

Di. Why give me a bite? 

La. O me the heavy, heavy charge they tried. 

Di. Who makes a charge this happy Pitcher- tide ? 
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La. O Paean, Healer! heal me. Paean, pray. 

Di. *Tis not the Healer’s festival to-day. 

La. O lift me gently round the hips, 

My comrades true! 

Di. O kiss me warmly on the lipst 
My darlings, do! 

La. My brain is dizzy with the blow 
Of hostile stone. 

Di. Mine’s dizzy too: to bed I’ll go. 

And not alone. 

La. O take me in your healing hands, and bring 
To Pittalus this battered frame of mine. 

Di. O take me to the judges. Where’s the King 
That rules the feast ? hand me my skin of wine. 

La. A lance has struck me through the bone 
So piteously! so piteously! 

He is helped off the stage, 

Di. I’ve drained the pitcher all alone; 

Sing ho! Sing ho! for Victory. 

Ch. Sing ho! Sing ho! for Victory then. 

If so you bid, if so you bid. 

Di. I filled it with neat wine, my men, 

And quafled it at a gulp, I did. 

Ch. Sing ho! brave heart, the wineskin take, 

And onward go, and onward go. 

Di. And ye must follow in my wake, 

And sing for Victory hoi sing hoi 

Ch. O yes, we’ll follow for your sake 

Y our wineskin and yourself, I trow. 

Sing ho! for Victory won, sing ho! 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Demosthenes 

Nicias 

Sausage-Seller 


Paphlagon 

Demus 

Chorus of Knights 


In the foreground is a loose arrangement of stones^ 
which willy later o«, be taken to represent the Pnyx. 
Behind are three houses; the central oney with a har- 
vest-wreath over the dooty is the abode of demus; 
whilst the others serve for paphlagon, who is cleon 
and the sausage-seller. Out of the house of de- 
mus run two slaveSy howling; their masks represent 
the two famous Athenian generals y nicias and De- 
mosthenes. 

Demosthenes, O! O! This Paphlagon, with all his 
wiles, 

This newly-purchased pest, I wish the Gods 
Would “utterly abolish and destroy”! 

For since he entered, by ill-luck, our house. 

He’s always getting all the household flogged. 

Nicias, I wish they would, this chief of Paphla- 
gons. 

Him and his lies I 

De, Ha 1 how feel youy poor fellow ? 

Ni, Bad, like yourself. 

De, Then come, and let us wail 

A stave of old Olympus, both together. 

Both, {sobbing) Mumul Mumu! Mumul Mumul 
Mumul 

De, Pah! What’s the good of whimpering? 

Better far 

To dry our tears, and seek some way of safety. 

Ni, Which way ? You, tell me. 

De, Rather, tell me you. 

Or else we’ll fight. 

Ni, By Apollo, no not I. 

You say it first, and then I’ll say it after. 

De, O that thou said’st the thing that I would say. 
Ni, I’ve not the pluck. I wish I could suggest 
Some plan in smart Euripidean style. 

De, Don’t do it! Don’t! Pray don’t be-chervil me 
But find some caper-cutting trick from master. 

Ni, Will you say “sert,” like that, speaking it 
crisply? 

De, Of course I’ll say it, “sert.” 

Ni, Now, after “sert” 

Say “de.” 

De, “De.” 

Ni, Yes, that’s very nicely said. 

Now, first say “sert,” and then say “de,” beginning 
Slowly at first, but quickening as you go. 

De, Aye; “sert-de, sert-de, sert, de-sert.” 

Ni, There ’tis! 

Do you not like it? 


De, Like it, yes; but — 

Ni, What? 

De. There’s an uncanny sound about “desert.” 

Ni. Uncanny? How? 

De. They flog deserters sb. 

Ni. O then ’twere better that we both shoulc&go. 
And fall before the statues of the Gods. \ 

De. Stat-at-ues is it ? What, do you really thinlj; 
I'hat there are Gods ? 

Ni, I know it. 

De. Know it! How?^ 

Ni. I’m such a wretched God-detested chap. 

De. Well urged indeed; but seek some other way. 
Would you I told the story to the audience ? 

Ni. Not a bad plan ; but let us ask them first 
To show us plainly by their looks and cheer 
If they take pleasure in our words and acts. 

De. I’ll tell them now. We two have got a master, 
Demus of Pnyx- borough, such a sour old man. 
Quick-tempered, country-minded, bean-con- 
suming, 

A trifle hard of hearing. Last new moon 
He bought a slave, a tanner, Paphlagon, 

The greatest rogue and liar in the world. 

This tanning-Paphlagon, he soon finds out 
Master’s weak points; and cringing down before him 
Flatters, and fawns, and wheedles, and cajoles. 

With little apish leather-snippings, thus; 

“O Demus, try one case, get the thrcc-obol. 

Then take your bath, gorge, guzzle, eat your fill. 
Would you I set your supper?” Then he’ll seize 
A dish some other servant has prepared. 

And serve it up for master; and quite lately 
I’d baked a rich Laconian cake at Pylus, 

When in runs Paphlagon, and bags my cake, 

And serves it up to Demus as his own. 

But us he drives away, and none but he 
Must wait on master; there he stands through 
dinner 

With leathern flap, and flicks away the speakers. 
And he chants oracles, till the dazed old man 
Goes Sibyl-mad; then, when he sees him mooning, 
He plies his trade. He slanders those within 
With downright lies; so then we’re flogged, poor 
wretches. 

And Paphlagon runs round, extorting, begging, 
Upsetting everyone; and “Mark,” says he, 

“There’s Hylas flogged; that’s all my doing; better 
Make friends with me, or you'll be trounced to-day.” 
So then we bribe him off; or if we don’t, 
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We’re sure to catch it thrice as bad from master. 
Now let’s excogitate at once, good fellow. 

Which way to turn our footsteps, and to whom. 

Ni. There’s nothing better than my sert^ good 
fellow. 

De. But nought we do is hid from Paphlagon. 

His eyes are everywhere; he straddles out. 

One foot in Pylus, in the Assembly one. 

So vast his stride, that at the self-same moment 

His seat is in Chaonia, and his hands 

Are set on Begging, and his mind on Theft. 

Ni. Well then, we had better die ; but j ust con- 
sider 

How we can die the manliest sort of death. 

De. The manliest sort of death ? Let’s sec; which 
is it 

Ni. Had we not better drink the blood of bulls ? 
’Twere fine to die 'rhcmistocles’ death. 

De. Blood.? no: pure wine, to the toast of Happy 
Fortune! 

From that we’ll maybe get some happy thought. 

Ni. Pure wine indeed ! Is this a tippling matter ? 
How can one get, when drunk, a happy thought .? 
De Aye, say you so, you waler-fountain-twaddler.? 
And dare you rail at wine’s inventiveness.? 

I tell you nothing has such go as wine. 

Why, look you now; ’tis when men drink, they 
thrive. 

Grow wealthv, speed their business, win their suits, 
Make themselves happy, benefit their fiiends. 

Go, fetch me out a stoup of wine, and let me 
Moisten my wits, and utter something bright. 

Ni. O me, what good will all your tippling do? 

De. Much; bring it out; I’ll lay me down awhile; 
For when I’m drunk. I’ll everything bespatter 
With little scraps ol schemes, and plots, and plans. 

NiciAs enters the house and returns with a bottle. 
Ni. I’ve got the wine; nobody saw me take it. 
Wasn’t that luck.? 

De. What’s Paphlagon about ,? 

Ni. Drunk I Snoring on his back amidst his hides. 
The juggler; gorged with confiscation pasties. 

De. Come, tinkle out a bumper of pure wine, 

To pour. 

Ni. Here, take; and pour to Happy Fortune. 
Quaff, quaff the loving-cup of Pramnian Fortune. 
De. O Happy Fortune, thine’s the thought, not 
mine! 

Ni. Pray you, what is it ? 

De. Steal from Paphlagon, 

While yet he sleeps, those oracles of his. 

And bring them out. 

Ni. I will ; and yet I’m fearful 

That I may meet with most «/;happy Fortune. 

Enters house. 

De. Come now, I’ll draw the pitcher to myself. 
Moisten my wits, and utter something bright. 

Ni. {returning) Paphlagon’s snoring so! He never 
saw me. 

I’ve got the sacred oracle which he keeps 
So snugly. 

De. O you clever fellow you, 
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I’ll read it; hand it over; you the while 
Fill me the cup. Let’s see: what have we here ? 

O! Prophecies! (5ive me the cup directly. 

Ni. Here! What do they say .? 

De. Fill me another cup. 

Ni. “Fill me another ?” Is that really there ? 

De. OBakis! 

Ni. Well? 

De. Give me the cup directly. 

Ni. Bakis seems mighty partial to the cup. 

De. O villainous Paphlagon, this it was you feared. 
This oracle about yourself! 

Ni. What is it.? 

De. Herein is written how himself shall perish. 

Ni. How shall he ? 

De. How .? The oracle says straight out, 

Thar first of all there comes an oakum-seller 
WJio first shall manage all the State’s affairs. 

Ni. One something-seller; well, what follows, 
pray .? 

De. Next after him there comes a sheep-seller. 

Ni. Two something-sellers; what’s this seller’s 
fortune .? 

De. He’ll hold the reins, till some more villainous 
rogue 

Arise than he; and thereupon he’ll perish. 

Then follows Paphlagon, our leather-seller, 

Thief, brawler, roaring as Cycloborus roars. 

Ni. The leather-seller, then, shall overthrow 
I’he sheep-seller .? 

De. I le shall. 

Ni. O wretched me. 

Is there no other something-seller left ? 

De. There is yet one; a wondrous trade he has. 

Ni. What, I beseech you .? 

De. Shall I tell you ? 

Ni. Aye. 

De. A sausage-seller ousts the leather-seller. 

Ni. A sausage-seller 1 Goodness, what a trade 1 
Wherever shall we find one ? 

De. That’s the question. 

Ni. Why here comes one, ’tis providential surely. 
Bound for the agora. 

De. Hi, come hither! here! 

You dearest man, you blessed sausage-seller! 

Arise, a Saviour to the State and us. 

Enter sausage-seller. 

Sausage-Seller. Eh! What arc you shouting at ? 

De. Come here this instant. 

And hear your wonderful amazing luck. 

Ni. Make him put down his dresser; tell him all 
The news about that oracle we’ve got. 

I’ll keep an eye on Paphlagon the while. 

Exit NICIAS. 

De. Come, put you down those cookery imple- 
ments. 

Then make your reverence to the Gods and earth— 
S.-S. There! what’s the row ? 

De. O happy man, and rich, 

Nothing to-day, to-morrow everything! 

O mighty ruler of Imperial Athens! 

S.-S. Good fellow, let me wash the guts, and sell 
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My sausages. What need to flout me so ? 

De, You fool! the guts indeed I Now look you here. 
You see those people on the tiers? 

5.-5. Ido. 

De, You shall be over-lord of all those people, 

The Agora, and the Harbours, and the Pnyx. 

You’ll trim the Generals, trample down the 
Council, 

Fetter, imprison, make the Hall your brothel. 

5.-5. What, I? 

De. Yes, you yourself! And that’s not all. 

For mount you up upon the dresser here 
And view the islands all around. 

5.-5. I see. 

De, And all the marts and merchant-ships ? 

5.-5. I see. 

De, And aren’t you then a lucky man ? 

And that's not all. Just cast your eyes askew. 

The right to Caria, and the left to Carthage. 

5.-5. A marvellous lucky man, to twist my neck! 
De. Nay, but all these shall be your— perquisites. 
You shall become, this oracle declares, 

A Man most mighty! 

5.-5. Humbug ! How can I, 

A sausage-selling chap, become a Man ? 

De, Why, that’s the very thing will make you 
great. 

Your roguery, impudence, and agora-training. 

5.-5. I am not worthy of great power, methinks. 
De, O me, not worthy! what’s the matter now? 
You’ve got, 1 fear, some good upon your conscience. 
Spring you from gentlemen ? 

5.-5. By the powers, not I. 

From downright blackguards. 

De. Lucky, lucky man, 

O what a start you’ve got for public life. 

5.-5. But I know nothing, friend, beyond my 
letters. 

And even of them but little, and that badly. 

De. The mischief is that you know anything. 

To be a Demus-leader is not now 

For lettered men, nor yet for honest men. 

But for the base and ignorant. Don’t let slip 
The bright occasion which the Gods provide you. 
5.-5. How goes the oracle ? 

De, Full of promise good. 

Wrapped up in cunning enigmatic w'ords: 

“Nay, but if once the Eagle, the black-tanned 
mandiblc-curver. 

Seize with his beak the Serpent, the dullard, the 
drinker of life-blood. 

Then shall the sharp sour brine of the Paphla- 
gon tribe be extinguished. 

Then to the entrail-sellers shall God great glory 
and honour 

Render, unless they elect to continue the sale of 
the sausage.” 

5.-5. But what in the world has this to do with 
me? 

De, The black-tanned Eagle, that means Paph- 
lagon. 

, S.-5. And what the mandibles? 
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De. That’s self-evident. 

His fingers, crooked to carry off their prey. 

5.-5. What does the Serpent mean ? 

De. That’s plainer still. 

A serpent’s long; a sausage too is long. 

Serpents drink blood, and sausages drink blood. 

The Serpent then, it says, shall overcome 
The black-tanned Eagle, if it’s not talked over. 

5.-5. I like the lines: but how can I, I wonder. 
Contrive to manage Demus’ affairs. 

De. Why nothing’s easier. Do what now you do; 
Mince, hash, and mash up everything together. 

Win over Demus with the savoury sauce 
Of little cookery phrases. You’ve already 
Wliatever else a Demagogue requires. 

A brutal voice, low birth, an agora training; 

Why you’ve gdt ^ll one wants for public life, j 
The Pythian shrine and oracles concur. 

Crown, crown your head; pour wine to mighty-^ 
Dulness; 

Prepare to fight the man. 

5.-5. But what ally 

Will stand beside me, for the wealthy men ■ 

Tremble before him, and the poor folk blench. 

De. A thousand Knights, all honest men and true, 
Detest the scoundrel, and will help the cause; 

And whosoe’er is noblest in the State, 

And whosoe’er is brightest in the tiers, 

And 1 myself. And God will lend his aid. 

And fear him not; he is not pictured really; 

For all the mask-providers feared to mould 
His actual likeness; but our audience here 
Are shrewd and bright; they’ll recognize the man. 

Enter nicias. 

M. Mercy upon us! here comes Paphlagon. 

Enter paphlagon. 

Paphlagon. By the Twelve Gods, you two shall 
pay for this, 

Always conspiring, plotting ill to Demus! 

What’s this Chalcidian goblet doing here? 

Hah! ye’re inciting Chalcis to revolt. 

Villains and traitors! ye shall die the death. 

De. {to sausage-seller) Hi! where are you off 
to? Stop! For goodness’ sake. 

Don’t fail us now, most doughty Sausage-seller! 

CHORUS OF KNIGHTS enter the orchestra. 
Hasten up, my gallant horsemen, 

now’s the lime your foe to fight. 
Now then Simon, now Panaetius, 

charge with fury on the right. 
Here they’re coming! Worthy fellow, 

wheel about, commence the fray; 
Lo, the dust of many horsemen 

rushing on in close array! 
Turn upon him, fight him, smite him, 

scout him, rout him, every way. 
Chorus, Smite the rascal, smite him, smite him, 

troubler of our Knightly train, 
Foul extortioner, Charybdis, 

bottomless abyss of gain. 
Smite the rascal; smite the rascal; 

many times the word I’ll say» 
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For he proved himself a rascal 

many, many times a day. 
Therefore smite him, chase him, pound him, 

rend and rattle and confound him! 
Show your loathing, show as do; 

press with angry shouts around him. 
Take you heed, or he’ll evade you; 

watch him closely, for the man 
Knows how Eucrates escaped us, 

fleeing to his stores of bran. 

Pa. O my Heliastic veterans, 

of the great Triobol clan. 
Whom through right and wrong I nourish, 

bawling, shouting all I can, 
Help me, by conspiring traitors 

shamefully abused and beaten. 

CA. Rightly, for the public commons 

you before your turn have eaten. 

And you squeeze the audit-passers, 

pinching them like figs, to try 
Which is ripe, and which is ripening, 

which is very crude and dry. 
Find you one of easy temper, 

mouth agape, and vacant look. 
Back from Chersonese you bring him, 

grasp him firmly, fix your hook. 
Twist his shoulder back and, glibly, 

gulp the victim down at once. 

And you search amongst the townsmen 

for some lambkin- witted dunce. 
Wealthy, void of tricks and malice, 

shuddering at disputes and fuss. 

Pa. You assail me too, my masters ? 

’tis for you they beat me thus; 

Tis because I thought of moving 

that ’twere proper here to make 
Some memorial of your worships 

for your noble valour’s sake. 

Ch. Hear him trying to cajole us! 

O the supple-bending sneak. 
Playing off his tricks upon us, 

as on dotards old and weak. 
Nay, but there my arm shall smite him 

if to pass you there he seek; 

If he dodge in this direction, 

here against my leg he butts. 

Pa. Athens! Demus! see the monsters, 

see them punch me in the guts. 

Ch. Shouting, are you ? you who always 

by your shouts subvert the town. 
S.’S. But in this I’ll first surpass him; 

thus I shout the fellow down. 

Ch. If in bawling you defeat him, 

sing we ho! for Victory’s sake. 

If in shamelessness you beat him, 

then indeed we take the cake. 

Pa, I denounce this smuggling fellow ; 

contraband of war he takes 
For the Peloponnesian galleys, 

frapping them with— girdle-cakes. 
S.’S, I denounce this juggling fellow; 

at the Hall, from day to day, 
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In he runs with empty belly, 

with a full one hies away. 
Ch. Fish, and flesh, and bread exporting, 

and a hundred things like these. 
Contraband of peace, which never 

were allowed to Pericles. 
Pa. Death awaits you at once, you two. 

5.-5. Thrice as loud can I squall as you. 

Pa. Now will I bawl you down by bawling. 

5.-5. Now will I squall you down by squalling. 

Pa. Lead our armies, and I’ll backbite you. 

5.-5. I’ll with dog-whips slash you and smite you. 
Pa. I’ll outwit you by fraud and lying. 

5.-5. I’ll your pettitoes chop for frying. 

Pa. Now unblinking regard me, you. 

5.-5. I was bred in the agora too. 

Pa. Say but g-r-r, and to strips I’ll tear you. 

5.-5. Speak one word, and as dung I’ll bear you. 

Pa. I confess that I steal. Do you ? 

5.-5. Agora Hermes! yes, I do. 

If I’m seen, I’m a perjurer too. 

Pa. Somebody rise’s tricks you’re vaunting; 

Now to the Prytanes off I’ll run, 

Tell them you’ve got some holy pig-guts. 

Tell them you’ve paid no tithe thereon. 

Ch. O villain, O shameless of heart, 

O Bawler and Brawler self-seeking, 
The land, the Assembly, the Tolls, 

are all with thine impudence reeking. 
And the Courts, and the actions at law; 

they arc full unto loathing and hate! 
Thou stirrest the mud to its depths, 

perturbing the whole of the State. 
Ruffian, who hast deafened Athens 

with thine everlasting din, 
Watching from the rocks the tribute, 

tunny-fashion, shoaling in. 
Pa. Well I know the very quarter 

where they cobbled up the plot. 
5.-5. You’re a knowing hand at cobbling, 

else in mincing meat I’m not; 
You who cheated all the rustics 

with a flabby bullock-hide. 
Cutting it aslant to make it 

look like leather firm and dried; 
In a day, the shoes you sold them 

wobbled half a foot too wide. 
Ni. That’s the very trick the rascal 

played the other day on me, 
And my friends and fellow burghers 

laughed with undisscmbled glee, 
I was swimming in my slippers 

ere I got to Pergasae. 
Ch. So then thou hast e’en from the first 

that shameless bravado displayed 
Which alone is the Orators’ Patron. 

And foremost of all by its aid 
Thou the wealthy strangers milkest, 

draining off their rich supplies; 
And the son of Hippodamus 

watches tbee with streaming eyes. 
Ah, but another has dawned on us now. 
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Viler and fouler and coarser than thou, 

Viler and fouler and coarser by far, 

One who’ll beat thee and defeat thee 

(therefore jubilant we are), 
Beat thee in jackanapes tricks and rascality, 

Beat thee in impudence, check, and brutality. 

0 trained where Men are trained who best 

deserve that appellation. 
Now show us of how little worth 

is liberal education. 

5.-5. The sort of citizen he is. I’ll first expose to 
view. 

Pa, Give me precedence. 

5.-5. No, by Zeus, for I’m a blackguard too. 
Ch. And if to that he yield not, add “as all my 
fathers were.” 

Pa. Give me precedence. 

5.-5. No, by Zeus. 

Pa, O yes, by Zeus. 

5.-5. I swear 

I’ll fight you on that very point; you never s/iall 
be first. 

Pa. 0, 1 shall burst. 

5.-5. You never shall. 

CL O let him, let him burst. 

Pa. How dare you try in speech to vie 

with me? On what rely you? 
5.-5. Why I can speak first-rate, and eke 

with piquant sauce supply you. 
Pa. O speak you can ! and you’re the man, 

I warrant, who is able 
A mangled mess full well to dress, 

and serve it up to table. 

1 know your case, the common case; 

against some alien folk 
You had some petty suit to plead, 

and fairly well you spoke. 
For oft you’d conned the speech by night, 

and in the streets discussed it. 
And, quaffing water, shown it off, 

and all your friends disgusted. 
Now you’re an orator, you think. 

O fool, the senseless thought! 
5.-5. Pray what’s the draught which you have 
quaffed 

that Athens you have brought 
Tongue-wheedled by yourself alone 

to sit so mute and still ? 
Pa. Who to compare with me will dare ? 

I’ll cat my tunny grill, 
And quaff thereon a stoup of wine 

which water shall not touch. 
And then with scurrilous abuse 

the Pylian generals smutch. 
5.-5. I’ll eat the paunch of cow and swine, 

and quaff thereon their stew. 
And rising from the board with hands 

which water never knew 
I’ll throttle all the orators, and flutter Nicias too. 

CL With all beside I’m satisfied, 

but one thing likes me not, 
You speak as if you ate alone 
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whatever stew you’ve got. 
Pa. You’ll not consume your basse and then 

Miletus bring to grief. 
5.-5. But mines I’ll purchase when I’ve first 

devoured my ribs of beef. 
Pa. I’ll leap the Council-chamber in, 

and put them all to rout. 
5.-5. I’ll treat you like a sausage-skin, 

and twirl your breech about. 
Pa. I’ll hoist you by your crupper up, 

and thrust you through the gate, sir. 
CL If him you thrust, me too you must; 

you must as sure as fate, sir. 
Pa. Your feet in the stocks I’ll fix full tight. 

5.-5. And you for your cowardice I’ll indict. 

Pa. Outstretched on my board your hide I’ll bin. 
5.-5. “Pickpocket’s purse” I’ll make your ski^. 

Pa. Your limbs on the tanhouse floor I’ll stakd 
5.-5. Your flesh into force-meat balls I’ll bakc.\ 

Pa. I’ll twitch the lashes off both your eyes, i 
5.-5. I’ll cut your gizzard out, poulterer- wise. \ 
De. Prop open his mouth with all your strength'; 
Insert the extender from jaw to jaw; 

Pull out his tongue to its utmost length. 

And, butcher-fashion, inspect his maw. 

And whilst his gape is so broad and fine. 

See if he’s not. The symptoms got 
Which show that he’s nought but a measly swine. 
CL There are things, then, hotter than fire; 

there arc speeches more shameless still 
Than the shameless speeches of those 

who rule the City at will. 
No trifling task is before you; 

upon him and twist and garotte him. 
Do nought that is little or mean; 

for round the waist you have got him. 
If in this assault you knead him 

limp and supple to your hand. 
You will find the man a craven; 

I his habits understand. 
5.-5. Truly for an arrant coward 

he has all his life been known; 
Yet a Man he seemed but lately, 

reaping where he had not sown. 
Now the cars of corn he brought us, 

he aspires to parch and dry. 
Shuts them up in wood and fetters, 

hopes to sell them by and by. 
Pa. You and your allies I fear not, 

while the Council lives, and while 
Demus moons upon the benches 

with his own unmeaning smile. 
CL O see how he brazens it out! 

The colour remains as before 
In his shameless impudent face. 

And O, if I hate you not sore. 
Let me be a filthy sheepskin, 

that whereon Cratinus lay. 
Or let Morsimus instruct me 

as the Chorus to his Play. 
Thou in all places, and thou at all hours. 

Flitting and sitting in bri-berry flowers. 
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Sucking and sipping the gold they contain, 
Mayest thou lightly, as *twas swallowed, 

cast thy mouthful up again. 

Then will I ever the roundelay sing 

“Drink for the luck which the Destinies bring,” 
And old lulius* son, the pantler Prytancan, 

For joy will “Bacche-Bacchus” shout, 

and chant his lo- Paean. 

Pa, Think you in shamelessness to win ? 

No, by Poseidon, no! 

Or may I evermore the feasts 

of Agora Zeus forgo. 

Now by the knuckles which in youth 

would discipline my head. 
And those hard-handled butchers’ knives 

they often used instead, 
I think in shamelessness I’ll win; 

else vainly in the slums 
Have I to such a bulk been reared 

on finger-cleaning crumbs. 

Pa, On finger-pellets like a dog ? 

And reared on these, you seek 
To fight a dog-faced fierce baboon! 

1 marvel at your cheek. 

S,~S, And lots of other monkey-tricks 

I practised as a boy. 

0 how I used to chouse the cooks 

by shrieking out “Ahoy! 
Look lads, a swallow! spring is here. 

Look up, look up, I pray.” 
So up they looked whilst I purloined 

a piece of meat away. 

Ch, Shrewd body, you were provident, 

and stole away your meat 
Before the vernal swallow came, 

as folk their nettles eat. 

S.'S, And no one caught me out, or else, 

if any saw me pot it, 

1 clapped the meat between my thighs 

and vowed I hadn’t got it; 
Whereat an orator observed, 

who watched me at my tricks, 
“Some day this boy will make his mark 

as leader in the Pnyx.” 

Ch, His inference was j ust ; but still 

’tis plain from whence he drew it; 
He saw you filch the meat away, 

and swear you didn’t do it. 

Pa. I’li stop your insolence, my man ; 

your friend’s and yours together. 
I’ll swoop upon you like a gale 

of fresh and stormy weather. 
And all the land and all the sea 

in wild confusion throw. 

S.'S. But I will furl my sausages, 

and down the tide will go 
With prosperous seas, and favouring breeze, 

at you my fingers snapping. 

De, And if your bark a leak should spring, 

the water I’ll be tapping. 

Pa, Full many a talent have you filched, 

and dearly shall you pay, 
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You public-treasury thief! 

Ch. Look out, and slack the sheet away, 

I hear a loud Nor’-Eastcr there 

or Sycophanler blow. 
Pa. From Potfdaea you received 

ten talents, that I know. 
S.'S. Will you take one, and hold your tongue ? 

Ch. I le’d lake it like a shot. 

Let out the yard-arm ropes a bit. 

S.'S, The gale has milder got. 

The stormy blast is falling fast. 

Pa. You’ll have, for bribery and deceit. 

Four hundred-talent writs to meet. 

S.-S. And you, for cowardliness a score, 

For theft a thousand writs and more. 

Pa. From that old sacrilegious race 
I’ll say that your descent you trace. 

S.-S. Your father’s father marched, I’ll swear, 

As body-guard to — 

Pa. Whom? Declare! 

S.-S. ToHippias* Byrsinc. 

Pa. You jackanapes! 

S.-S. Y ou gallows- tree ! 

Ch. Strike like a man I 

Pa. O help me! Oh! 

These plotting traitors hurt me so. 

Ch. Strike, strike him, well and manfully, 

And with those entrails beat him, 

And strings of sausage-meat, and try 
Meet punishment to mete him. 

O noblest flesh in all the world, 

O spirit best and dearest. 

To City and to citizens 

a Saviour thou appearcst. 
How well and with what varied skill 

thou foil’st him in debate! 
O would that I could praise you so, 

as our delight is great. 
Pa. Now, by Demeter, it escaped me not 
That these same plots were framing; well I knew 
How they were pegged, and fixed, and glued to- 
gether. 

Ch. O, me! 

(to sausage-seller) Can’t you say something from 
the Cartwright’s trade? 

S.-S. These Argos doings have escaped me not. 

He goes, he says, to make a friend of Argos, 

But *tis with Sparta he’s colloguing there. 

Aye and I know the anvil whereupon 

His plan is forged : *tis welded on the captives. 

Ch. Good I good 1 return him welding for his glue. 
S.-S. And men from thence arc hammering at it 
too. 

And not by bribes of silver or of gold 
Or sending friends, will you persuade me not 
To tell the Athenians how you arc going on. 

Pa. I’ll go this instant to the Council-board, 

And all your vile conspiracies denounce, 

And all your nightly gatherings in the town, 

And how you plotted with the Medes and King, 
And all your cheese- pressed doings in Boeotia. 

S.-S. Pray, how’s cheese selling in Boeotia now? 
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Pa. rll stretch you flat, by Heracles I will. 

Ch. Now then, what mean you ? what are you 
going to do? 

Now shall you show us if in very trjith 
You stole the meat and hid it as you said. 

So to the Council-house you’ll run, for he 
Will burst in thither, and against us all 
Utter his lies and bawl a mighty bawl. 

S,S. Well, I will go; but first I’ll lay me down 
Here, as 1 am, these guts and butchers’-knives. 

De. Here take this ointment and anoint your 
neck, 

So can you slip more easily through his lies. 

5.-5. Well now, that’s good and trainer-like 
advice. 

De. And next, take this and swallow it. 

5.-5. What for? 

De. Why, if you are garlic-primed, you’ll fight 
much better. 

And now begone. 

5.-5. I’m off. Exit. 

De. And don’t forget 

To peck, to lie, to gobble down his combs, 

And bite his wattles off. That done, return. Exit. 

Chorus 

Good-bye and good speed : may your daring 
succeed. 

And Zeus of the Agora help you in need. 

May you conquer in fight, and return to our sight 
A Victor triumphant with garlands bedight. 

But ye to our anapaests listen the while, 

And give us the heed that is due. 

Ye wits, who the Muse of each pattern and style 
Yourselves have attempted to woo. 

If one of the old-fashioned Comedy-bards 

had our services sought to impress, 
And make us before the spectators appear, 

to deliver the public address, 

He would not have easily gained us; but now, 

with pleasure we grant the request 
Of a poet who ventures the truth to declare, 

and detests what we also detest. 
And against the Tornado and Whirlwind, alone, 

with noble devotion advances. 
But as for the question that puzzles you most, 

so that many inquire how it chances 
That he never a Chorus had asked for himself, 

or attempted in person to vie, 

On this we’re commissioned his views to explain, 

and this is the Poet’s reply; 
That ’twas not from folly he lingered so long, 

but discerning by shrewd observation 
That Comedy-Chorus-instruction is quite 

the most diflicult thing in creation. 
For out of the many who courted the Muse 

she has granted her favours to few. 
While e’en as the plants that abide but a year, 

so shifting and changeful 2Styou\ 
And the Poets who flourished before him, he saw, 

ye were wont in their age to betray. 
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Observing the treatment which Magnes received 

when his hair was besprinkled with grey. 
Than whom there was none more trophies had won 
in the fields of dramatic display. 
All voices he uttered, all forms he assumed, 

the Lydian, the fig-piercing Fly, 
The Harp with its strings, the Bird with its wings, 
the Frog with its yellow-green dye. 
Yet all was too little; he failed in the end, 

when the freshness of youth was gone by. 
And at last in his age he was hissed from the stage 

when lost was his talent for jeering. 
Then he thought of Cratinus who flowed through 
the plains 

’mid a tumult of plaudits and cheering; 
And sweeping on ajl that obstructed his course, 

with a swiM from their stations he tore tliem, 
Oaks, rivals, and planes; and away on his flood I 

uprooted and prostrate he bore them. 
And never a song at a banquet was sung \ 

but “Doro fig-sandaled and tru^,” 
Or “Framers of terse and artistical verse,’’ 

such a popular poet he grew. 
Yet now that he drivels and dotes in the streets, 

and Time of his ambers has reft him. 
And his framework is gaping asunder with age, 

and his strings and his music have left him. 
No pity ye show; no assistance bestow; 

but allow him to wander about 
Like Connas, with coronal withered and sere, 

and ready to perish with drought; 
Who ought for his former achievements to drink 

in the Hall, nor be laid on the shelf, 
But to sit in the Theatre shining and bright, 

beside Dionysus himself. 
And then he remembered the stormy rebuffs 

which Crates endured in his day, 
Who a little repast at a little expense 

would provide you, then send you away; 
Who the daintiest little devices would cook 

from the driest of mouths for you all; 
Yet he, and he only held out to the end, 

now standing, now getting a fall. 
So in fear of these dangers he lingered; besides, 

a sailor, he thought, should abide 
And tug at the oar for a season, before 

he attempted the vessel to guide; 
And next should be stationed awhile at the prow, 

the winds and the weather to scan; 
And then be the Pilot, himself for himself. 

So seeing our Poet began 
In a mood so discreet, nor with vulgar conceit 

rushed headlong before you at first, 
Loud surges of praise to his honour upraise; 

salute him, all hands, with a burst 

Of hearty triumphant Lenaean applause. 

That the bard may depart, all radiant and bright 
To the top of his forehead with joy and delight, 
Having gained, by your favour, his cause. 

Dread Poseidon, the Horseman’s King, 

Thou who lovest the brazen clash, 
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Clash and neighing of warlike steeds; 

Pleased to watch where the trireme speeds 
Purple-beaked, to the oar’s long swing, 

Winning glory (and pay) ; but chief 
Where bright youths in their chariots flash 
Racing (coming perchance to grief) ; 

Cronus’ son, 

Throned on Gcraestus and Sunium bold. 

Swaying thy dolphins with trident of gold, 

Come, O come, at the call of us; 

Dearest to Phormio thou, 

Yea and dearest to all of us. 

Dearest to all of us now. 

Let us praise our mighty fathers, 

men who ne’er would quake or quail, 
Worthy of their native country, 

worthy of Athene’s veil; 
Men who with our fleets and armies 

everywhere the victory won, 
And adorned our ancient city 

by achievements nobly done. 
Never stayed they then to reckon 

what the numbers of the foe. 
At the instant that they saw him, 

all their thought was “At him gol*’ 
If they e’er in desperate struggling 

on their shoulder chanced to fall. 
Quick they wiped away the dust-mark, 

swore they ne’er were thrown at all. 
Closed again in deadly grapple. 

None of all our generals brave 
Then had stooped a public banquet 

from Cleaenetus to crave. 
Now unless ye grant them banquets, 

grant precedence as their right, 
They will fight no more, they tell you. 

0«r ambition is to fight 
Freely for our Gods and country, 

as our fathers fought before, 
No reward or pay receiving; 

asking this and nothing more, 
When returning Peace shall set us 

free from all our warlike toil. 
Grudge us not our flowing ringlets, 

grudge us not our baths and oil. 

Holy Pallas, our guardian Queen, 

Ruling over the holiest land. 

Land poetic, renowned, and strong. 

First in battle and first in song, 

Land whose equal never was seen, 

Come to prosper our Choral band I 
Bring thou with thee the Maiden bright, 

Her who greets us in every fight. 

Victory! 

She in the choir-competition abides with us. 

Always against our antagonists sides with us. 

^me, great Goddess, appear to us. 

Now, if ever, we pray. 

Bring thou victory dear to us, 

Crown thine Horsemen to-day. 


What we witnessed with our horses 

we desire to eulogize. 
Worthy they of praise and honour! 

many a deed of high emprize, 
Many a raid and battle-onset 

they with us have jointly shared. 
Yet their feats ashore surprise not, 

with their feats afloat compared, 
When they bought them cans and garlic, 

bought them strings of onions too, 
Leapt at once aboard the transports, 

all with manful hearts and true. 
Took their scats upon the benches, 

dipped their oar-blades in the sea. 
Pulled like any human beings, 

neighing out their Hippapac! 
“Pull my hearties, pull your strongest, 

don’t be shirking. Sigma-brand!” 
Then they leapt ashore at Corinth, 

and the youngest of the band 
Hollowed with their hoofs their couches 

or for bedding searched about. 
And they fed on crabs, for clover, 

if they met one crawling out. 
Or detected any lurking 

in the Ocean’s deepest bed. 
Till at length a crab of Corinth, 

so Theorus tells us, said: 
“Hard it is, my Lord Poseidon, 

if the Knights we cannot flee 
Even in the depths of Ocean, anywhere by land or 
sea.” 

Enter the sausagb-seller. 
Ch, Dearest of men, my lustiest, trustiest friend, 
Good lack! how anxious has your absence made us! 
But now that safe and sound you are come again. 
Say what has happened, and how went the fight. 
S.-S. How else but thus? The Council-victor I. 

Ch. Now may we, joyous, raise the song of sacred 
praise. 

Fair the words you speak, but fairer 
Are the deeds you do. 

Far I’d go. This I know. 

But to hear them through. 

Now then tell us all the story. 

All that, where you went, befell; 

Fearless be. Sure that we 
All delight in all you tell. 

S.-S. Aye and ’tis worth the hearing. When behind 
him 

I reached the Council-chamber, there was he 
Crashing and dashing, hurling at the Knights 
Strange wonder-working thunder-driving words. 
Calling them all, with all- persuading force. 
Conspirators! And all the Council, hearing. 

Grew full of lying orach at his talk. 

Wore mustard looks, and puckered up their brows. 
So when I saw them taking in his words, 

Gulled by his knavish tricks, “Ye Gods,” said 1, 

**Ye Gods of knavery, Skitals, and Phenaces, 

And ye Beresceths, Cobals, Mothon, and 
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Thou Agora, whence my youthful training came, 
Now give me boldness and a ready tongue 
And shamlcss voice!” And as I pondered thus, 

I heard a loud explosion on my right. 

And made my reverence; then I dashed apart 
The railing-wicket, opened wide my mouth. 

And cried aloud, ”0 Council, I have got 
Some lovely news which first I bring to you. 

For never, never, since the War broke out. 

Have I seen pilchards cheaper than to-day.” 

They calmed their brows and grew serene at once, 
And crowned me for my news; and I suggested, 
Bidding them keep it secret, that forthwith. 

To buy these pilchards, many for a penny, 

’Twere best to seize the cups in all the shops. 

They clapped their hands, and turned agape to me. 
But Paphlagon perceived, and well aware 
What kind of measures please the Council best, 
Proposed a resolution; “Sirs,” quoth he, 

“I move that for these happy tidings brought, 

One hundred beeves be oifered to Athene.” 

The Council instantly inclined to him. 

So, overpowered with cow-dung, in a trice 
I overshot him with “two hundred beeves.” 

And “vow,” said I, “to slay to-morrow morn, 

If pilchards sell one hundred for an obol, 

A thousand shc-goats to our huntress Queen.” 

Back came their heads, expectantly, to me. 

He, dazed at this, went babbling idly on; 

So then the Pry tanes and the Archers seized him. 
And they stood up, and raved about the pilchards; 
And he kept begging them to wail awhile 
And hear the tale the Spartan envoy brings; 

“He has just arrived about a peace,” shrieked he. 
But all the Council with one voice exclaimed, 
“What! Now about a peace? No doubt, my man, 
Now they’ve heard pilchards are so cheap at Athens! 
We want no truces; let the War go on!” 

With that, “Dismiss us. Pry lanes!” shouted they; 
An overleaped the railings everywhere. 

And I slipped out, and purchased all the leeks 
And all the coriander in the market; 

And as they stood perplexed, I gave them all 
Of my free bounty garnish for their fish. 

And they so praised and purred about me, that 
With just one obol’s worth of coriander 
Fve all the Council won, and here I am. 

CA. What rising men should do 

Has all been done by you. 
He, the rascal, now has met a 
Bigger rascal still, 

F ull of guile Plot and wile. 

Full of knavish skill. 

Mind you carry through the conflict 
In the same undaunted guise. 

Well you know Long ago 
We’re your faithful true allies. 

S.-5. See here comes Paphlagon, driving on be- 
fore him 

A long ground-swell, all fuss and fury, thinking 
To drink me up. Boh! for your impudent bluster. 

Enter paphlagon. 


Pa. O if I’ve any of my old lies left. 

And don’t destroy you, may 1 fall to bits! 

5.-5. I like your threats; I’m wonderfully tickled 
To hear you fume; I skip and cuckoo around you. 

Pa. O by Demetcr, if I eat you not 
Out of the land. I’ll never live at all. 

5.-5. You won’t ? Nor I, unless I drink you up. 

And swill you up, and burst myself withal. 

Pa. I’ll crush you, by my Pylus-won precedence. 
5.-5. Precedence, is it ? I’m in hopes to see you 
In the last tier, instead of here in front. 

Pa. By Heaven, I’ll clap you in the public stocks. 
5.-5. How fierce it’s growing! what would it like 
to eat ? 

What is its favourite dainty ? Money-bags ? 

Pa. I’ll tear yqjur guts out with my nails, I will; 
5.-5. I’ll scratch your Town Hall dinners out, ! 

I will. \ 

Pa. I’ll hale you off to Demus; then you’ll catemit. 
5.-5. Nay, I’ll haleyo«, and then out-slander yo^i. 
Pa. Alack, poor chap, he pays no heed to you, 

But I can fool him to my heart’s content. 

5.-5. How sure you seem that Demus is your own'! 
Pa. Because I know the titbits he prefers. 

5.-5. And feed him badly as the nurses do. 

You chew, and pop a morsel in his mouth. 

But thrice as much you swallow down yourself. 

Pa. And I’m so dexterous-handed, 1 can make 
Demus expand, and then contract again. 

5.-5. 1 can do that with many things, I trow. 

Pa. ’Twon’t be like bearding me in the Council 
now! 

No, come along to Demus. 

5.-5. Aye, why not ? 

I’m ready ; march; let nothing stop us now. 

Pa. O Demus, come out here. 

5.-5. O yes, by Zeus, 

Come out, my father. 

Pa. Dearest darling Demus, 

Come out, and hear how they’re ill-treating me! 

Enter demus anii demosthenes. 
Demus. What’s all this shouting ? go away, you 
fellows. 

You’ve smashed my harvest-garland all to bits! 

Who wrongs you, Paphlagon ? 

Pa. He, and these young men, 

Keep beating me because of you. 

Dem. Why so ? 

Pa. Because I love you and adore you, Demus. 
Dem. {To sausage-seller) And who are you ? 
5.-5. A rival for your love. 

Long have I loved, and sought to do you good, 

With many another honest gentleman. 

But Paphlagon won’t let us. You yourself, 

Excuse me sir, are like the boys with lovers. 

The honest gentlemen you won’t accept. 

Yet give yourself to Ian tern -selling chaps. 

To sinew-stitchers, cobblers, aye and tanners. 

Pa. Because I am good to Demus. 

5.-5. Tell me how. 

Pa. ’Twas I slipped in before the general there 
And sailed to Pylus, and brought back the Spartans. 
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•S.-5. And I walked round, and from the workshop 
stole 

A mess of pottage, cooked by someone else. 

Pa, Come, make a full Assembly out of hand, 

0 Demus, do; then find which loves you best, 

And so decide, and give that man your love. 

S.'S. O Demus, do. Not in the Pnyx however. 
Dem, Aye, in the Pnyx, not elsewhere will I sit. 

So forward all, move forward to the Pnyx. 

5.-5. O luckless me. Pm ruined! The old fellow 
Is, when at home, the brightest man alive; 

But once he sits upon his rock, he moons 
With open mouth, as one who gapes for figs. 

DEMUS now takes his seat as the audience in the 
mimic PnyXy and the orators take their places. 
Ch. Now loosen every hawser, 

now speed your bark along. 
And mind your soul is eager, 

and mind your words are strong. 
No subterfuge admitting; 

the man has many a trick 
From hopeless things, in hopeless times, 

a hopeful course to pick. 
Upon him with a whirlwind’s force, 

impetuous, fresh and quick. 
But keep on his movements a watch; and be sure 

that before he can deal you a blow. 
You hoist to the mast your dolphins, and cast 

your vessel alongside the foe. 
Pa. To the Lady who over the city presides, 

to our mistress Athene, I pray 
If beyond all the rest I am stoutest and best, 

in the service of Demus to-day, 
Except Salabaccho, and Cynna the bold, 

and Ly sides— then in the Hall 
May I dine as of late at the cost of the State 

for doing just nothing at all. 
But O if I hate you, nor stride to the van 

to protect you from woes and mishaps, 
Then slay me, and flay me, and saw me to bits, 

to be cut into martingale straps. 
5.-5. And I, if I love you not, Demus, am game 

to be slaughtered by chopping and mincing. 
And boiled in a sausage-meat pic; and iithat 

is, you think, not entirely convincing. 
Let me here, if you please, with a morsel of cheese, 
upon this to a salad be grated. 
Or to far Ceramcicus be dragged through the streets 
with my flesh-hook, and there be cremated. 
Pa. O Demus, how can there be ever a man 

who loves you as dearly as I ? 
When on me you relied your finances to guide, 

your Treasury never was dry, 

1 was begging of these, whilst those I would squeeze 

and rack to extort what was due. 
And nought did I care how a townsman might fare, 
so long as I satisfied you. 
5.-5. Why, Demus, there’s nothing to boast of 
in that; 

to do it I’m perfectly able. 
I’ve only to steal from my comrade a meal, 

and serve it up hot on your table. 
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And as for his loving and wishing you well, 

it isn’t for you that he cares. 
Excepting indeed for the gain that he gets, 

and the snug little fire that he shares. 
Why you, who at Marathon fought with the Medes, 
for Athens and Hellas contending. 
And won the great battle, and left us a theme 

for our songs and our speeches unending, 
He cares not a bit that so roughly you sit 

on the rocks, nor has dreamed of providing 
Those seats with the thing I have stitched you and 
bring. 

lust lift yourself up and subside in 
This ease-giving cushion for fear you should gal! 

what at Salamis sat by the oar. 
Dem. Who are you ? I opine you are sprung from 
the line 

of Harmodius famous of yore ; 
So noble and Demus-relieving an act 

I never have witnessed before! 
Pa. O me, by what paltry attentions and gifts 

you contrive to attract and delude him! 
5.-5. ’Twas by bails that are smaller and poorer 
than mine, 

you rascal, you hooked and subdued him. 
Pa. Was there ever a man since the City began 

who for Demus has done such a lot, 
Or fought for his welfare so stoutly as 1 ? 

I will wager my head there is not. 
5.-5. You love him right well who permit him to 
dwell 

eight years in the clefts of the City, 
In the nests of the vulture, in turrets and casks, 

nor ever assist him or pity, 
But keep him in durance to rifle his hive; 

and that is the reason, no doubt. 
Why the peace which, unsought, Archeptolemus 
brought, 

you were quick from the city to scout 
And as for the embassies coming to treat, 

you spanked them and chivied them out. 
Pa. That over all Hellas our Demus may rule; 

for do not the oracles say. 
He will surely his verdicts in Arcady give, 

receiving five obols a day. 
If he grow not aweary of fighting ? Meanwhile, 

it is I who will nourish and pet him. 
And always the daily triobol he earns, 

unjustly or justly I’ll get him. 
5.-5 No not that o’er Arcady Demus may rule, 

but rather ihatyo« might essay 
To harry and plunder the cities at will, 

while Demus is looking away. 
And the war with the haze and the dust that you 
raise 

is obscuring your actions from view. 
And Demus, constrained by his wants and his pay, 
is a gaping dependent on you. 
But if once to the country in peace he returns, 

away from all fighting and fusses, 
And strengthens his system with furmety there, 

and a confect of olive discusses, 
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He will know to your cost what a deal he has lost, 

while the pay you allowed him he drew, 
And then, like a hunter, irate he will come 

on the trail of a vote against you. 
You )^«o«/it; and Demus you swindle with dreams, 
crammed full of yourself and your praises. 
Pa, It is really distressing to hear you presume 

to arraign with such scurrilous phrases 
Before the Athenians and Demus a man 

who more for the city has done 
Than e’er by Demeter Themistocles did 

who glory undying has won. 
S.-S. O city of Argos! yourself would you match 
with mighty Themistocles, him 
Who made of our city a bumper indeed, 

though he found her scarce filled to the brim, 
Who, while she was lunching, Peiraeus threw in, 

as a dainty additional dish, 
Who secured her the old, while providing untold 

and novel assortments of fish; 
Whilst you, with your walls of partition forsooth, 

and the oracle-chants which you hatch. 
Would dwarf and belittle the city again, 

who yourself with Themistocles match! 
And he was an exile, hut you upon crumbs 

Achillean your fingers are cleaning. 
Pa, Now is it not monstrous that I must endure 

accusations so coarse and unmeaning. 
And all for the love that I bear you ? 

Dem, Forbear I no more of your wrangle and row I 
Too long have your light-fingered tricks with my 
bread 

my notice escaped until now. 
•S.-5. He’s the vilest of miscreants, Demus, and 
works 

more mischief than any, I vow. 
While you’re gaping about, he is picking from out 
Of the juiciest audit the juiciest sprout, 

And devours it with zest; while deep in the chest 
Of the public exchequer both hands are addressed 
To ladling out cash for himself, I protest. 

Pa, All this you’ll deplore when it comes to the 
fore 

That of drachmas you stole thirty thousand or 
more. 

5.-5. Why make such a dash with your oar-blades, 
and thrash 

The waves into foam with your impotent splash ? 
*Tis but fury and sound; and you’ll shortly be 
found 

The worst of the toadies who Demus surround. 

And proof I will give, or I ask not to live. 

That a bribe by the Mitylcnaeans was sent. 

Forty minas and more; to your pockets it went. 

Ch, O sent to all the nation 

a blessing and a boonl 

O wondrous flow of language! 

Fight thus, and you’ll be soon 
The greatest man in Hellas, 

and all the State command. 
And rule our faithful true allies, 

a trident in your hand, 


Wherewith you’ll gather stores of wealth, 

by shaking all the land. 
And if he lend you once a hold, 

then never let him go; 
With ribs like these you ought with ease 

to subjugate the foe. 
Pa, O matters have not come to that, 

my very worthy friends! 
I’ve done a deed, a noble deed, 

a deed which so transcends 
All other deeds, that all my foes 

of speech are quite bereft. 
While any shred of any shield, 

from Pylus brought, is left. 
5.-5. Halt at those Pylian shields of yours! 

a lovely hold you’re lending. 
For if you really Demus love, | 

what meant you by suspending 
Those shields with all their handles on, \ 

for action ready strapped ? 
O Demus, there’s a dark design \ 

within those handles wrapped* 
And if to punish him you seek, \ 

those shields will bar the way. 
You sec the throng of tanner-lads 

he always keeps in pay, 
And round them dwell the folk who sell 

their honey and their cheeses; 
And these are all combined in one, 

to do whate’er he pleases. 
And if the oyster-shelling game 

you seem inclined to play, 
They’ll come by night with all their might 

and snatch those shields away. 
And then with ease will run and seize 

the passes of — your wheat. 
Dem, Oh, are the handles really there ? 

You rascal, what deceit 
Have you so long been practising 

that Demus you may cheat ? 
Pa. Pray don’t be every speaker’s gull, 

nor dream you’ll ever get 
A better friend than I, who all 

conspiracies upset. 
Alone I crushed them all, and now, 

if any plots are brewing 
Within the town, I scent them down, 

and raise a grand hallooing. 
5.-5. O ay, you’re like the fisher-folk, 

the men who hunt for cels. 
Who when the mere is still and clear 

catch nothing for their creels. 
But when they rout the mud about 

and stir it up and down, 
’Tis then they do; and so do you, 

when you perturb the town. 
But answer me this single thing: 

you sell a lot of leather, 
You say you’re passionately fond 

of Demus— tell me whether 
You’ve given a clout to patch his shoes. 

Dem, No never, I declare. 
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5.-5. You sec the sort of man he isl 

but I, I’ve bought a pair 
Of good stout shoes, and here they are, 

1 give them you to wear. 
Dcm, O worthy, patriotic gift! 

I really don’t suppose 
There ever lived a man so kind 

to Demus and his toes. 
Pa. ’Tis shameful that a pair of shoes 

should have the power and might 
To put the favours I’ve conferred 

entirely out of sight, 
I who struck Gryttus from the lists, 

and stopped the boy-loves quite. 
5.-5. *Tis shameful, I with truth retort, 

that you should love to pry 
Into such vile degrading crimes 

as that you name. And why? 
Because you fear ’twill make the boys 

for public speaking fit. 
But Demus, at his age, you see 

without a tunic sit. 
In winter too; and nought from you 

his poverty relieves, 
But here’s a tunic I have brought, 

well-lined, with double sleeves. 
Dem, O, why Themistoclcs himself 

ne’er thought of such a vest! 
Peiraeus was a clever thing, 

but yet, I do protest. 
That on the whole, between the two, 

I like the tunic best. 
Pa. (to sausage-seller) Pah! would you circum- 
vent me thus, 

with such an apish jest ? 
5.-5. Nay as one guest, at supper-time, 

will take another’s shoes. 
When dire occasion calls him out, 

so I your methods use. 
Pa. Fawn on: you won’t outdo me there. 

I’ll wrap him round about 
With this of mine. Now go and whine, you rascal. 
Dem. Pheugh ! get out ! 

(to paphlagon’s wrapper) Go to the crows, you 
brute, with that 

disgusting smell of leather. 
5.-5. He did it for the purpose. Sir; 

to choke you altogether. 
He tried to do it once before: 

don’t you remember when 
A stalk of silphium sold so cheap ? 

Dem. Remember ? yes : what then ? 

5.-5. Why that was his contrivance too: 

he managed there should be a 
Supply for all to buy and eat; 

and in the Heliaea 
The dicasts one and all were seized 

with violent diarrhoea. 
Dem, O ay, a Coprolitish man 

described the sad affair. 

5.-5. And worse and worse and worse you grew, 

till yellow- tailed you were. 
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Dem. It must have been Pyrrhander’s trick, 

the fool with yellow hair. 
Pa. (to sausage-seller) With what tomfooleries, 
you rogue, you harass and torment me. 
S.'S. Yes, ’tis with humbug I’m to win; 

for that the Goddess sent me. 
Pa. You shall not win 1 0 Demus dear, 

be idle all the day, 
And I’ll provide you free, to swill, 

a foaming bowl of— pay. 
5.-5. And I’ll this gallipot provide, 

and healing cream within it; 
Whereby the sores upon your shins 

you’ll doctor in a minute. 
Pa. I’ll pick these grey hairs neatly out, 

and make you young and fair. 
5.-5. See here; this harc-scui take to wipe 

your darling eyes with care. 
Pa. Vouchsafe to blow your nose, and clean 

your fingers on my hair. 
5.-5. No, no; on mine, on mine, on mine! 

Pa. A trierarch’s office you shall fill. 

And by my influence I’ll prevail 
That you shall get, to test your skill, 

A battered hull with tattered sail. 

Your outlay and your building too 
On such a ship will never end ; 

No end of work you’ll have to do, 

No end of cash you’ll have to spend. 

Ch. O sec how foamy- full he gets. 

Good Heavens, he’s boiling over; slay! 

Some sticks beneath him draw away. 

Bale oul a ladleful of threats. 

Pa. Rare punishment for this you’ll taste; 

I’ll make the taxes weigh you down; 

Amongst the wealthiest of the town 
I’ll manage that your name is placed. 

5.-5. I will not use a single threat; 

I only most devoutly wish 
That on your brazier may be set 
A hissing pan of cuttle-fish; 

And you the Assembly must address 
About Miletus,— ’tis a job 
Which, if it meets entire success, 

Will put a talent in your fob— 

And O that ere your feast begin, 

“The Assembly waits,’’ your friend may cry, 

And you, afire the fee to win 
And very loth to lose the fry. 

May strive in greedy haste to swallow 
The cuttles and be choked thereby. 

Ch. Good! Good! by 2Leus, Demcter, and 
Apollo.i 

Dem. Aye, and in all respects he seems to me 
A worthy citizen. When lived a man 
So good to the Many (the Many for a penny) ? 

You, Paphlagon, pretending that you loved me. 
Primed me with garlic. Give me l»ck my ring; 

You shall no more be steward. 

^This line is in prose; it is the solemn formula used in 
the heliastic oath. 
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Pa. Take the ring; 

And be you sure, if Pm no more your guardian, 
You’ll get, instead, a greater rogue than I. 

Dem. Bless me, this can’t be mine, this signet-ring. 
It’s not the same device, it seems to me; 

Or can’t I sec? 

5.-5. What’s the device on yours ? 

Dem, A leaf of beef-fat stuffing, roasted well. 

5.-5. No, that’s not here. 

Dem. What then ? 

5.-5. A cormorant 

With open mouth haranguing on a rock. 

Dem. Pheughl 

5.-5. What’s the matter } 

Dem. Throw the thing away . 

He’s got Cleonymus’s ring, not mine. 

Take this from me, and you be steward now. 

Pa. O not yet, master, I beseech, not yet; 

Wait till you’ve heard my oracles, 1 pray. 

5.-5. And mine as well. 

Pa. And if to his you listen. 

You’ll be a liquor-skin. 

5.-5. And if to his^ 

You’ll find yourself severely circumcised. 

Pa. Nay mine foretell that over all the land 
Thyself shalt rule, with roses garlanded. 

5.-5. And mine that crowned, in spangled purple 
robe, 

Thou in thy golden chariot shalt pursue 
And sue the lady Smicythe and her lord. 

Pa. Well, go and fetch them hither, so that he 
May hear them. 

5.-5. Certainly; and you fetch yours. 

Pa. Here goes. Exit to house of demus. 

5.-5. Here goes, by Zeus. There’s nought to 

stop us. Exit. 

Chorus 

O bright and joyous day, 

0 day most sweet to all 
Both near and far away. 

The day of Cleon’s fall. 

Yet in our Action-mart 

1 overheard by chance 
Some ancient sires and tart 
This counter-plea advance. 

That but for him the State 

Two things had ne’er possessed:— 

A stirref'Up of hate, 
h pestle oiuTiicsl. 

His swine-bred music we 
With wondering hearts admire; 

At school, his mates agree, 

He always tuned his lyre 
In Dorian style to play. 

His master wrathful grew; 

He sent the boy away, 

And this conclusion drew, 

“This boy from all his friends 
Donations seeks to wile, 

His art begins and ends 
In Dono-do-rian style.’’ 
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Pa. {re-entering) Look at them, see! and there 
are more behind. 

5.-5. {re-entering) O what a weight! and there 
are more behind. 

Dem. What are they ? 

Pa. Oracles! 

Dem. All? 

Pa. Y oil seem surprised ; 

By Zeus, I’ve got a chestful more at home. 

5.-5. And I a garret and two cellars full. 

Dem. Come, let me sec. Whose oracles are these ? 
Pa. Mine are by Bakis. 

Dem. ( To sausage-seller) And by whomare yours ? 
5.-5. Mine are by Glanis, Bakis’ elder brother. 
Dem. W’hat do they treat of? 

Pa. ' Mine? Of Athens, I^ylus, 

Of you, of me, of every blessed thing. ' 

Dem. {To sausage-seller) And you; of what 
treat yours ? \ 

5.-5. Of Athens, pottage. 

Of Lacedaemon, mackerel freshly caught. 

Of swindling barley-measurers in the mart, 

Of you, of me. That nincompoop be hanged. 

Dem. Well read them out; and prithee don’t forget 
The one I love to hear about myself. 

That I’m to soar, an Eagle, in the clouds. 

Pa. Now then give car, and hearken to my words: 
“Heed thou well, Rrechtheidcs, 

the oracle’s drift, which Apollo 
Out of his secret shrine 

through priceless tripods delivered. 
Keep thou safely the dog, 

thy jag-toothed holy protector. 
Yapping before thy feet, 

and terribly roaring to guard thee. 
He thy pay will provide: 

if he fail to provide it, he’ll perish; 
Yea, for many the daws 

that are hating and cawing against him.’* 
Dem. This, by Demeler, beats me altogether. 

What does Erechtheus want with daws and dog? 

Pa. 1 am the dog: 1 bark aloud for you. 

And Phoebus bids you guard the dog; that’s me. 
5.-5. It says not that; but this confounded dog 
Has gnawn the oracle, as he gnaws the door. 

I’ve the right reading here about the dog. 

Dem. Let’s hear; but first I’ll pick me up a stone 
Lest this dog-oracle take to gnawing me. 

5.-5. “Heed thou well, Erechtheides, 

the kidnapping Cerberus ban-dog; 
Wagging his tail he stands, 

and fawning upon thee at dinner. 
Waiting thy slice to devour 

when aught distract thine attention. 
Soon as the night comes round 

he steals unseen to the kitchen 
Dog- wise; then will his tongue 

clean out the plates and the — islands.*’ 
Dem. Aye, by Poseidon, Glanis, that’s far better. 
Pa. Nay, listen first, my friend, and then decide: 
“Woman she is, but a lion 

she’ll bear us in Athens the holy; 


ARISTOPHANES 


482 



lo^S-wyS 

One who for Demus will fight 

with an army of stinging mosquitoes, 
Fight, as if shielding his whelps; 

whom see thou guard with devotion 
Building a wooden wall 

and an iron fort to secure him.** 
Do you understand ? 

Dem, By Apollo, no, not I. 

Fa. The God, *tis plain, would have you keep me 
safely. 

For I’m a valiant lion, for your sake. 

Dem. What, you Antileon and I never knew it! 
S.'S. One thing he purposely informs you not. 
What that oracular wall of wood and iron, 

Where Loxias bids you keep him safely, is. 

Dem. What means the God ? 

S.'S. He means that you’re to clap 

Paphlagon in the five-holed pillory-stocks. 

Dem. 1 shouldn’t be surprised if that came true. 

Pa. Heed not the words; for jealous 

the crows that are croaking against me. 
Cherish the lordly falcon, 

nor ever forget that he brought thee. 
Brought thee in fetters and chains 

the young Laconian minnows. 
S.-S. This did Paphlagon dare 

in a moment of drunken bravado. 
Why think much of the deed, 

Cecropidcs foolish in counsel ? 
Weight a Woman will bear, 

if a Man impose it upon her. 
Fight she won’t and she can’t : 

in fighting she’s always a fright in. 
Pa. Nay, but remember the word, 

“How Pylus,’’ he said, “before Pylus*’; 
Pylus there is before Pylus. 

Dem. What mean you by that “before Pylus** ? 
S.-S. Truly your pile of baths 

will he capture before you can take them. 
Dem. O dear, then balhlcss must I go to-day 
S.-S. Because he has carried off our pile of baths. 
But here’s an oracle about the fleet; 

Your best attention is required to this. 

Dem. I’ll give it too; but prithee, first of all. 

Read how my sailors are to get their pay. 

S.-S. “O Aegeides, beware 

of the hound -fox, lest he deceive thee. 
Stealthily snapping, the crafty, 

the swift, the tricky marauder.” 
Know you the meaning of this ? 

Dem. Philostratus, plainly, the hound-fox. 

S.-S. Not so; but Paphlagon is evermore 
Asking swift triremes to collect the silver. 

So Loxias bids you not to give him these. 

Dem. Why is a trireme called a hound-fox ? 

S.-S. Why? 

A trireme’s fleet; a hound is also fleet. 

Dem. But for what reason adds he “fox” to“hound” ? 
S.-S. The troops, he means, resemble little foxes. 
Because they scour the farms and cat the grapes. 
Dem. Good. 

But where’s the cash to pay these little foxes ? 
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S.-S. That I’ll provide: within three days I’ll do it. 
List thou further the rede 

by the son of Leto delivered; 
“Keep thou aloof,” said he, 

“from the wiles of hollow Cyllcne,” 
Detn. Hollow Cyllene! what’s that ? 

S.-S. ’Tis Paphlagon’s hand he’s describing. 

Paphlagon’s outstretched hand, 

with his ‘‘Drop me a coin in the hollow.” 
Pa. There this fellow is wrong. 

When he spake of the hollow Cyllene, 
Phoebus was hinting, I ween, 

at the hand of the maimed Diopeithes. 
Nay, but I’ve got me, for you, 

a wingbd oracular message, 
“Thou shalt an Ragle become, 

and rule all lands as a Monarch.” 
S.-S. Nay, but I’ve got me the same: 

“and the Red Sea too thou shalt govern. 
Yea in Ecbatana judge, 

rich cakes as thou judges! devouring.” 
Pa. Nay, but 1 dreamed me a dream, 

and methought the Cioddess Athene 
Health and wealth was ladling 

in plentiful streams upon Demus. 
S.-S. Nay, but I dreamed one myself; 

and methought of the Goddess Athene 
Down from the Citadel stepped, 

and an owl sat perched on her shoulder; 
Then from a bucket she jx)ured 

ambrosia down upon Demus, 
Sweetest of scents upon you, 

upon Paplilagon sourest of pickles. 
Dem. Good ! Good ! 

There never a cleverer chap than Glanis. 

So now, my friend, 1 yield myself to you; 

Be you the tutor of my thoughtless— Age. 

Pa. Not yet! pray wait awhile, and I’ll provide 
Your barley-grain, and daily sustenance. 

Dem. I can’t abide your barley-talk; too often 
Have I been duped by you and Thuphanes. 

Pa. I’ll give you barley-meal, all ready-made. 

S.-S. I’ll give you barley-cakes, all ready-baked. 
And well-broiled fish. Do nothing else but cat. 

Dem. Make haste and do it then, remembering 
this. 

Whichever brings me most titbits to-day, 

To him alone I’ll give the Pnyx’s reins. 

Pa. O then I’ll run in first. Exit. 

S.-S. Not you, but 1. Exit. 

Ch. Proud, O Demus, thy sway. 

Thee, as Tyrant and King, 

All men fear and obey. 

Yet, O yet, ’lisa thing 
Easy, to lead thee astray. 

Empty fawning and praise 
Pleased thou art to receive; 

All each orator says 
Sure at once to believe; 

Wit thou hast, but ’tis roaming; 

Ne’er we find it its home in. 
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That Hyperbolus the worthless, 

vapid townsman, would a fleet 
Of a hundred lovely galleys 

lead to Carthage far away.” 
Over every prow there mantled 

deep resentment and dismay. 
Up and spoke a little galley, 

yet from man’s pollution free, 
“Save us! such a scurvy fellow 

never shall be lord of me. 
Here I’d liefer rot and moulder, 

and be eaten up of worms.” 
“Nor Naiiphantc, Nauson’s daughter, 

shall he board on any terms; 
I, like you, can feel the insult; 

I’m of pine and timber knit. 
Wherefore, if the measure passes, 

I propose we sail and sit 
Suppliant at the shrine of Theseus, 

or the Dread Avenging Powers. 
He shall ne’er, as our commander, 

fool it o’er this land of ours. 
If he wants a little voyage, 

let him launch his sale-trays, those 
Whereupon he sold his lanterns, 

steering to the kites and crows.” 

Enter SAUSAGE-SELLER. 

O let not a word of ill omen be heard ; 

away with all proof and citation. 
And close for to-day the Law Courts, though they 
arc the joy and delight of our nation. 
At the news which I bring let the theatre ring 

with Paeans of loud acclamation. 
Ch, O Light of the City, O Helper and friend 

of the islands we guard with our fleets. 
What news have you got ? O tell me for what 

shall the sacrifice blaze in our streets? 
5.-5. Old Demus I’ve stewed till his youth is 
renewed, 

and his aspect most charming and nice is. 
Ch, O where have you left him, and where is 
he now, 

you inventor of wondrous devices ? 
5.-5. He dwells in the City of ancient renown, 

which the violet chaplet is wearing. 
Ch. O would I could see him 1 O what is his garb, 
and what his demeanour and bearing? 
5.-5. As when, for his mess-mates, Miltiades bold 
and just Aristcidcs he chose. 
But now ye shall see him, for, listen, the bars 

of the great Propylaea unclose. 
Shout, shout to behold, as the portals unfold, 

fair Athens in splendour excelling. 
The wondrous, the ancient, the famous in song, 

where the noble Demus is dwelling! 
Ch, O shining old town of the violet crown, 

O Athens the envied, display 
The Sovereign of Hellas himself to our gaze, 

the monarch of all we survey. 

Enter demus. 


5.-5. See, see where he stands, no vote in his hands, 
but the golden cicala his hair in. 
All splendid and fragrant with peace and with 
myrrh, 

and the grand old apparel he’s wearing! 
Ch. Hail, Sovereign of Hellas! with thee we rejoice, 
right glad to behold thee again 
Enjoying a fate that is worthy the State 

and the trophy on Marathon’s plain. 
Dem. O Agoracritus, my dearest friend. 

What good your stewing did me! 

5.-5. Say you so? 

Why, if you knew the sort of man you were. 

And what you did, you’d reckon me a god. 

Dem. What was I like? What did I do? Inform 
me. » . • 

5. 5. First, if a speaker in the Assembly said ' 

“O Demus, I’m your lover, 1 alone \ 

Care for vou, scheme for you, tend and love you\ 
well,” \ 

I say if anyone began like that ^ 

You dapped your wings and tossed your horns. 

Dem. What, 1 ? 

5.-5. Then in return he cheated you and left. 

Dem. O did they treat me so, and I not know it ! 
5.-5. Because, by Zeus, your ears would open wide 
And close again, like any parasol. 

Dem. Had 1 so old and witless grown as that ? 

5.-5. And if, by Zeus, two orators proposed. 

One to build ships of w'ar, one to increase 

Oflicial salaries, the salary man 

Would beat the ships-of-war man in a canter. 

Hallo! why hang your head and shift your ground? 
Dem. I am ashamed of all my former faults. 

S.'S. You’re not to blame; pray don’t imagine 
that. 

’Twas they who tricked you so. But answ’er this; 

If any scurvy advocate should say, 

“Now please remember, justices, ye’ll have 
No barley, if the prisoner gets off free,” 

How would you treat that scurvy advocate? 

Dem. I’d tie Hyperbolus about his neck. 

And hurl him down into the Dcadman’s Pit. 

5.-5. W’hy now you are speaking sensibly and well. 
How else, in public business, will you act ? 

Dem. First, when the sailors from my ships of war 
Come home. I’ll pay them all arrears in full. 

5.-5. For that, full many a well-worn rump will 
bless you. 

Dem. Next, when a hoplite’s placed in any list. 
There shall he stay, and not for love or money 
Shall he be shifted to some other list. 

5.-5. That bit the shield -strap of Cleonymus. 

Dem. No beardless boy shall haunt the agora 
now. 

5.-5. That’s rough on Straton and on Cleisthenes. 
Dem. I mean those striplings in the perfume-mart, 
Who sit them down and chatter stuff like this, 
“Sharp fellow, Phaeax; wonderful defence; 

Coercive speaker; most conclusive speaker; 
Effective; argumentative; incisive; 

Superlative against the combative.” 
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S.'S. Y ou’re quite derisive of these talkati vcs. 
Dem. ril make them all give up ihcir politics, 
And go a-hunting with their hounds instead. 

S.'S. Then on these terms accept this folding- 
stool; 

And here’s a boy to carry it behind you. 

No eunuch he! 

Dem. O, I shall be once more 

A happy Demus as in days gone by. 

5.-5. 1 think you’ll think so when you get the 
sweet 

Thirty-year treaties. Treaties dear, come here. 
Dem. Worshipful Zeus! how beautiful they are. 
Wouldn’t I like to solemnize them all. 

Whence got you these ? 

5.-5. Why, had not Paphlagon 

Bottled them up that you might never see them ? 
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Now then I freely give you them to take 
Back to your farms, with you. 

Dem. But Paphlagon 

Who wrought all this, how will you punish hhfj ? 
5.-5. Not much : this only : he shall ply my trade, 
Sole sausage-seller at the City gates. 

There let him dogs’-mcat mix with asses’ flesh. 
There let him, tipsy, with the harlots wrangle. 

And drink the filthy scouring of the bath. 

Dem. A happy thought; and very fit he is 
To brawl with harlots and with bathmen there. 

But you I ask to dinner in the Hall, 

To take the place that scullion held before. 

Put on this frog-green robe and follow me. 

W’hilst him they carry out to ply his trade, 

That so the strangers, whom he wronged, may 
see him. 
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THE CLOUDS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Strepsiades 

Pheidippides 

Servant of Strepsiades 

Student of Socrates 

Socrates 

Right Logic 


Wrong Logic 
Pasias 
Amynias 
A Witness 
Chaerephon 
Chorus of Clouds 


At the bac\ of the stage are two buildings — the 
house STREPSIADES and the phrontister- 
ION. The interior of the first is exposed to view 
by means of the eccyclema. 
strepsiades and pheidippides discovered in bed. 

Strepsiades. O dear! O dear! 

O Lord 1 0 Zeus! these nights, how long they are. 
Will they ne’er pass? will the day never come? 
Surely I heard the ccKk crow, hours ago. 

Yet still my servants snore. These are new customs. 

0 ’ware of war for many various reasons; 

One fears in war even to flog one’s servants. 

And here’s this hopeful son of mine wrapped up 
Snoring and sweating under five thick blankets. 
Come, we’ll wrap up and snore in opposition. 

Tries to sleep- 

But I can’t sleep a wink, devoured and bitten 
By ticks, and bugbears, duns, and race-horses. 

All through this son of mine. He curls his hair, 

And sports his thoroughbreds, and drives his 
tandem; 

Even in dreams he rides: while I—I’m ruined, 

Now that the Moon has reached her twentieths, 

And paying-time comes on. Boy! light a lamp, 

And fetch my ledger: now I’ll reckon up 
Who are my creditors, and what I owe them. 

Come, let me see then. Fifty pounds to Pasias! 

Why fifty pounds to Pasias? what were they for? 

O, for the hack from Corinth. O dear! O dear! 

1 wish my eye had been hacked out before— 
Pheidippides. (in his sleep) You are cheating, Phi- 

Ion; keep to your own side. 

St. Ah! there it is! that’s what has ruined me! 
Even in his very sleep he thinks of horses. 

Ph. (in his sleep) How many heats do the war- 
chariots run ? 

St, A pretty many heats you have run your 
father. 

Now then, what debt assails me after Pasias ? 

A curricle and wheels. Twelve pounds. Amynias, 

Ph. {in his sleep) Here, give the horse a roll, and 
take him home. 

St. Y ou have rolled me out of house and home, 
my boy. 

Cast in some suits already, while some swear 


They’ll seize my goods for payment. I 

Ph. Good, my father. 

What makes you toss so restless all night long ? \ 

St. There’s a bumbailiff from the mattress bite^ 
me. \ 

Ph. Come now, I prithee, let me sleep in peace. \ 
St. Well then, you sleep; only be sure of this. 
These debts will fall on your own head at last. 

Alas, alas! 

Forever cursed be that same match-maker. 

Who stirred me up to marry your poor mother. 
Mine in the country was the pleasantest life, 

Untidy, easy-going, unrestrained. 

Brimming with olives, sheepfolds, honey-bees. 

Ah! then I married — 1 a rustic — her 
A fine town-lady, niece of Megacles. 

A regular, proud, luxurious, Coesyra. 

This wife I married, and wc came together, 

I rank with winc-lccs, fig- boards, greasy woolpacks; 
She all with scents, and saffron, and tongue-kissings. 
Feasting, expense, and lordly modes of loving. 

She was not idle though, she was too fast. 

I used to tell her, holding out my cloak. 

Threadbare and worn; “Wife, you’re too fast by 

half.” Enter servant-boy. 

Servant'Boy. Here’s no more oil remaining in the 
lamp. 

St. O me! what made you light the tippling 
lamp? 

Come and be whipp’d. 

S.~B. Why, what would you whip me for? 

St. Why did you put one of those thick wicks in ? 
Well, when at last to me and my good woman 
This hopeful son was born^ our son and heir, 

Why then wc took to wrangle on the name. 

She was for giving him some knightly name, 
“Callippides,” “Xanthippus,” or “Charippus”: 

I wished “Pheidonides,” his grandsirc’s name. 

Thus for some time wc argued : till at last 
We compromised it in Pheidippides. 

This boy she took, and used to spoil him, sayinjg, 
“Oh! when you are driving to the Acropolis, c&d 
Like Megacles, in your purple”; whilst I said, 

“Oh! when the goats you arc driving from the fells, 
Clad like your father, in your sheepskin coat.” 

Well, he cared nought for my advice, but soon 
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A galloping consumption caught my fortunes. 

Now cogitating all night long, Tvc found 
One way, one marvellous transcendent way* 

Which if he’ll follow, we may yet be saved. 

So— but, however, I must rouse him first; 

But how to rouse him kindliest ? that’s the rub. 
Pheidippidcs, my sweet one. 

Pk. Well, my father. 

St. Shake hands, Pheidippides, shake hands and 
kiss me. 

Ph. There ; what’s the ma tter ? 

St. Dost thou love me, boy ? 

Ph. Ay, by Poseidon there, the God of horses. 

St. No, no, not that : miss out the God of horses. 
That God’s the origin of all my evils. 

But if you love me from your heart and soul, 

My son, obey me. 

Ph. Very well : what in ? 

St. Strip with all speed, strip off your present 
habits. 

And go and learn what I’ll advise you to. 

Ph. Name your commands. 

St. Will you obey ? 

Ph. I will. 

By Dionysus! 

St. Well then, look this way. 

See you that wicket and the lodge beyond ? 

Ph. I see: and prithee what is that, my father ? 

St. That is the thinking-house of sapient souls. 
There dwell the men who teach— aye, who per- 
suade us. 

That Heaven is one vast fire-extinguisher 
Placed round about us, and that we’re the cinders. 
Aye, and they’ll teach (only they’ll want some 
money), 

How one may speak and conquer, right or wrong. 

Ph. Come, tell their names. 

St. Well, I can’t quite remember. 

But they’re deep thinkers, and true gentlemen. 

Ph. Out on the rogues! 1 know them. Those rank 
pedants. 

Those palefaced, barefoot vagabonds you mean: 
That Socrates, poor wretch, and Chacrephon. 

St. Oh ! Oh ! hush ! hush I don’t use those foolish 
words; 

But if the sorrows of my barley touch you. 

Enter their Schools and cut the Turf for ever. 

Ph. I *70uldn’t go, so help me Dionysus, 

For all Lcogoras’ breed of Phasians! 

St. Go, I beseech you, dearest, dearest son. 

Go and be taught. 

Ph. And what would you have me learn ? 

St. ’Tis known that in their Schools they keep 
two Logics, 

The Worse, Zeus save the mark, the Worse and 
Better. 

This second Logic then, I mean the Worse one, 

They teach to talk unjustly and— prevail. 

Think then, you only learn that Unjust Logic, 

And all the debts, which I have incurred through 
you, 

I’ll never pay, no, not one farthing of them. 
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Ph. I will not go. How could I face the knights 
With ail my colour worn and torn away! 

St. O! then, by Earth, you have cat your last of 
mine. 

You, and your coach-horse, and your sigma-brand: 
Out with you! Go to the crows, for all I care. 

Ph. But uncle Mcgaclcs won’t leave me long 
Without a horse : I’ll go to him : gocxl-bye. Exit. 

STREPSIADKS cwsscs to the Phrontisteriofi. 
St. I’m thrown, by Zeus, but I won’t long lie 
prostrate. 

I’ll pray the Gods and send myself to school : 

I’ll goat once and try their thinking-house. 

Stay: how can I, forgetful, slow, old fool. 

Learn the nice hair-splittings of subtle Logic ? 

Well, go I must. ’Twont do to linger here. 

Come on, I’ll knock the door. Boy I Ho there, boy! 
Student, {within) G, hang it all! who’s knocking 
at the door? 

St. Me! Pheidon s son: Strepsiades of Cicynna. 
Stu. Why, what a clown you arc! to kick our door, 
In such a thoughtless, inconsiderate way! 

You’ve made my cogitation to miscarry. - 
St. Forgive me: I’m an awkward country fool. 
But tell me, what was that I made miscarry ? 

Stu. ’Tis not allowed : Students alone may hear. 

St. O that’s all right : you may tell me: I’m come 
To be a student in your thinking-house. 

Stu. Come then. But they’re high mysteries, 
remember. 

’Twas Socrates was asking Chacrephon, 

How many feet of its own a flea could jump. 

For one first bit the brow of Chacrephon, 

Then bounded off to Socrates’ head. 

St. How did he measure this ? 

Stu. Most cleverly. 

He warmed some wax, and then he caught the flea, 
And dipped its feet into the wax he’d melted: 

Then let it cool, and there were Persian slippers! 
These he took off, and so he found the distance. 

St. O Zeus and king, what subtle intellects! 

Stu. What would you say then if you heard 
another. 

Our Master’s own ? 

St. O come, do tell me that. 

Stu. Why, Chacrephon was asking him in turn, 
Which theory did he sanction; that the gnats 
Hummed through their mouth, or backwards, 
through the tail ? 

St. Aye, and what said your Master of the gnat ? 
Stu. He answered thus: the entrail of the gnat 
Is small: and through this narrow pipe the wind 
Rushes with violence straight towards the tail; 
There, close against the pipe, the hollow rump 
Receives the wind, and whistles to the blast. 

St. So then the rump is trumpet to the gnats! 

O happy, happy in your entrail-learning! 

Full surely need he fear nor debts nor duns. 

Who knows about the entrails of the gnats. 

Stu. And yet last night a mighty thought we lost 
Through a green lizard. 

St. Tell me, how was that ? 
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Stu, Why, as Himself, with eyes and mouth wide 
open, 

Mused on the moon, her paths and revolutions, 

A lizard from the roof squirted full on him. 

St, He, he, he, he. 1 like the lizard’s spattering 
Socrates. 

Stu, Then yesterday, poor we, we’d got no dinner. 

St. Hah ! what did he devise to do for barley ? 

Stu. He sprinkled on the table — some fine ash — 

He bent a spit — he grasped it compass- wise — 
And—filched a mantle from the Wrestling School. 

St. CJood heavens! Why Thales was a fool to this I 

0 open, open, wide the study door, 

And show me, show me, show me Socrates. 

1 die to be a student. Open, open 1^ 

0 Heracles, what kind of beasts are these! 

Stu. Why, what’s the matter ? what do you think 

they’re like? 

St. Like ? why t hose Spartans whom we brought 
from Pyius: 

What makes them fix their eyes so on the ground ? 

Stu. They seek things underground. 

St. O! to be sure. 

Truffles! You there, don’t trouble about that! 

I’ll tell you where the best and finest grow. 

Look! why do those stoop down so very much ? 

Stu. 'Fhey’re diving deep into the deepest secrets. 

St. Then why’s their rump turned up towards 
the sky ? 

Stu. It’s taking private lessons on the stars. 

{to the other Students) 

Come, come: get in : he’11 catch us presently. 

St. Not yet ! not y et ! j ust let them stop one 
moment. 

While I impart a little matter to them. 

Stu. No, no: they must go in: ’t would never do 
To expose themselves too long to the open air. 

St. OI by the Gods, now, what arc these? do tell 
me. 

Stu. This is Astronomy. 

St, And what is this ? 

Stu. Geometry. 

St. Well, what’s the use of that ? 

Stu. To mete out lands. 

St. What, for allotment grounds? 

Stu, No, but all lands. 

St. A choice idea, truly. 

Then every man may take his choice, you mean. 

Stu. Look; here’s a chart of the whole world. Do 
you see ? 

This city’s Athens. 

St. Athens ? I like that. 

1 see no dicasts sitting. That’s not Athens. 

Stu. In very truth, this is the Attic ground. 

St. And where then arc my townsmen of 

Cicynna ? 

Stu. Why, thereabouts; and here, you sec, 

Euboea: 

Here, reaching out a long way by the shore. 

'“The entire front of the house is wheeled round . . . 
exposing the inner court of the Phrontisterion”: Rogers. 
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St. Y es, overreached by us and Pericles. 

But now, where’s Sparta ? 

Stu. Let me sec : O, here. 

St. Heavens! how near us. O do please manage 
this, 

To shove her off from us, a long way further. 

Stu. We can’t do that, by Zeus. 

St. The worse for you. 

Hallo! who’s that ? that fellow in the basket ? 

Stu. That’s Ar. 

St. Who’s A^? 

Stu. Socrates. 

St. Socrates I 

You sir, call out to him as loud as you can. 

Stu. Call him yourself: I have not leisure now. 

* ^ ' The machine swings socraiTes in. 
St. Socrates! Socrates! I 

Sweet Socrates! \ 

Socrates. Mortal! why call’st thou me n 
St. O, first of all, please tell me what you ar^ 
doing. \ 

So. I walk on air, and contem-plate the Sun. 

St. O then from a basket you contemn the Gbds, 
And not from the earth, at any rate ? 

So. Most true. 

I could not have searched out celestial matters 
Without suspending judgement, and infusing 
My subtle spirit with the kindred air. 

If from the ground I were to seek these things, 

I could not find : so surely doth the earth 
Draw to herself the essence of our thought. 

The same too is the case with water-cress. 

St. Hillo! what’s that ? 

Thought draws the essence into water-cress? 

Come down, sweet Socrates, more near my level. 
And teach the lessons which I come to learn. 

So. {descending) And wherefore art thou come ? 

St. To learn to speak. 

For owing to my horrid debts and duns. 

My goods are seized. I’m robbed, and mobbed, and 
plundered. 

So. How did you get involved with your eyes 
open? 

St. A galloping consumption seized my money. 
Come now: do let me learn the unjust Logic 
That can shirk debts: now do just let me learn it. 
Name your own price, by all the Gods I’ll pay it. 

So. The Gods! why you must know the Gods 
with us 

Don’t pass for current coin. 

St. Eh ? what do you use then ? 

Have you got iron, as the Byzantines have? 

So. Come, would you like to learn celestial 
matters, 

How their truth stands? 

St. Yes, if there’s any truth. 

So. And to hold intercourse with yon bright 
Clouds, 

Our virgin Goddesses? 

St. Yes, that I should. 

So. Then sit you down upon that sacred bed. 

St. Well, I am sitting. 
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So, Here then, take this chaplet. 

St. Chaplet ? why ? why ? now, never, Socrates: 

Don’t sacrifice poor me, like Athamas. 

So. Fear not : our entrance-services require 
All to do thisL 

St. But what am I to gain ? 

So. Y ou’ll be the flower of talkers, prattlers, 
gossips: 

Only keep quiet. 

St. Zeus! your words come true! 

I shall be flour indeed with all this peppering. 

So. Old man sit you still, and attend to my will, 
and hearken in peace to my prayer, 

O Master and King, holding earth in your swing, 

O measureless infinite Air; 
And thou glowing Ether, and Clouds who en- 
wreathe her 

with thunder, and lightning, and storms, 
Arise ye and shine, bright Ladies Divine, 

to your student in bodily forms. 

St. No, but stay, no, but stay, just one moment 
I pray , 

while my cloak round my temples I wrap. 

To think that I’ve come, stupid fool, from my 
home, 

with never a waterproof cap! 

So. Come forth, come forth, dread Clouds, and 
to earth 

your glorious majesty show; 
Whether lightly ye rest on the time-honoured crest 
of Olympus environed in snow. 

Or tread the soft dance ’mid the stately expanse 

of Ocean, the nymphs to beguile, 

Or stoop to enfold with your pitchers of gold, 

the mystical waves of the Nile, 

Or around the white foam of Macotis ye roam, 

or Mimas all wintry and bare, 

O hear while we pray, and turn not away 

from the rites which your servants prepare. 

CHORUS OF CLOUDS appcurs. 
Chorus. Clouds of all hue, 

Rise we aloft with our garments of dew. 

Come from old Ocean’s unchangeable bed, 

Come, till the mountain’s green summits we 
tread. 

Come to the peaks with their landscapes untold. 

Gaze on the Earth with her harvests of gold. 

Gaze on the rivers in majesty streaming. 

Gaze on the lordly, invincible Sea, 

Come, for the Eye of the Ether is beaming, 

Come, for all Nature is flashing and free. 

Let us shake off this close-clinging dew 
From our members eternally new, 

And sail upwards the wide w'orld to view. 

Come away! Come away! 

So. O Goddesses mine, great Clouds and divine, 
ye have heeded and answered my prayer. 
Heard ye their sound, and the thunder around, 

as it thrilled through the tremulous air? 

St. Yes, by Zeus, and I shake, and I’m all of a 
quake, 

and 1 fear I must sound a reply, 
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Their thunders have made my soul so afraid, 

and those terrible voices so nigh: 
So if lawful or not, I must run to a pot, 

by Zeus, if I stop I shall die. 
So. Don’t act in our schools like those Comedy- 
fools 

with their scurrilous scandalous ways. 
Deep silence be thine: while this Cluster divine 

their soul-stirring melody raise. 
Ch. Come then with me, 

Daughters of Mist, to the land of the free. 

Come to the people whom Pallas hath blest, 

Come to the soil where the Mysteries rest; 

Come, where the glorified Temple invites 
The pure to partake of its mystical rites: 

Holy the gifts that arc brought to the Gods, 

Shrines with festoons and with garlands are 
crowned. 

Pilgrims resort to the sacred abodes, 

Gorgeous the festivals all the year round. 

And the Bromian rejoicings in Spring, 

When the flutes with their deep music ring. 

And the sweetly-toned Choruses sing 
Come away ! C'omc away ! 

St. O Socrates pray, by all the Gods, say, 

for I earnestly long to be told. 
Who are these that recite with such grandeur and 
might ? 

are they glorified mortals of old ? 
So. No mortals are there, but Clouds of the air, 

great (lods who the indolent fill: 
These grant us discourse, and logical force, 

and the art of persuasion instil. 
And periphrasis strange, and a power to arrange, 

and a marvellous judgement and skill. 
St. So then when I heard their omnipotent word, 
my spirit felt all of a flutter, 
And it yearns to begin subtle cobwebs to spin 

and about metaphysics to stutter. 
And together to glue an idea or two, 

and battle away in replies: 
So if it’s not wrong, I earnestly long 

to behold them myself with my eyes. 
So. Look up in the air, towards Parncs out there, 
for I see they will pitch before long 
These regions about. 

St. Where ? point me them out. 

So. They arc drifting, an infinite throng. 

And their long shadows quake over valley and 
brake. 

St. Why, whatever’s the matter to-day ? 

I can’t see, I declare. 

So. By the Entrance; look there! 

St. Ah, I just got a glimpse, by the way. 

So. There, now you must see how resplendent 
they be, 

or your eyes must be pumpkins, I vow. 
St, Ah ! I see them proceed ; I should think so 
indeed : 

great powers! they fill everything now. 
So. So then till this day that celestials were they, 
you never imagined or knew? 
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St, Why, no, on my word, for I always had heard 
they were nothing but vapour and dew. 

So, O, then I declare, you can’t be aware 

that ’ris these who the sophists protect, 
Prophets sent beyond sea, quacks of every degree, 
fops signct-and-jewcl'bedecked. 
Astrological knaves, and fools who their staves 

of dithyrambs proudly rehearse— 

*Tis the Clouds who all these support at their ease, 
because they exalt them in verse. 

St. Tis for this then they write of “the on- 
rushin’ might 

o* the light-stappin* rain-drappin’ Cloud,” 
And the “thousand black curls whilk the Tempest- 
lord whirls,” 

and the “thunder-blast stormy an* loud,** 
And “birds o’ the sky floatin’ upwards on high,” 

and “air-water Icddics” which “droon 
Wi* their saft falling dew the gran’ Ether sac blue,” 
and then in return they gulp doon 
Huge gobbets o* fishes an* bountifu* dishes 

o* mavises prime in their season. 

So. And is it not right such praise to requite ? 

St, Ah, but tell me then what is the reason 

That if, as you say, they are Clouds, they to-day 

as women appear to our view? 
For the ones in the air arc not women, I swear. 

So. Why, what do they seem then to you ? 

St, I can’t say very well, but they straggle and swell 
like fleeces spread out in the air; 
Not like women they flit, no, by Zeus, not a bit, 

but these have got noses to wear. 

So. Well, now then, attend to this question, my 
friend. 

St. Look sharp, and propound it to me. 

So. Didst thou never espy a Cloud in the sky, 

which a centaur or leopard might be. 

Or a wolf, or a cow ? 

St. Very often, I vow: 

and show me the cause, I entreat. 

So. Why, I tell you that these become just what 
they please, 

and whenever they happen to meet 
One shaggy and wild, like the tangle-haired child 

of old Xenophantes, their rule 
Is at once to appear like Centaurs, to jeer 

the ridiculous look of the fool. 

St. What then do they do if Simon they view, 

that fraudulent harpy to shame? 

So. Why, his nature to show to us mortals below, 
a wolfish appearance they frame. 

St, O, they then I ween having yesterday seen 

Cleonymus quaking with fear, 
(Him who threw off his shield as he fled from the 
field), 

metamorphosed themselves into deer. 

So. Yes, and now they espy soft Cleisthenes nigh, 
and therefore as women appear. 

O then without fail. All hail 1 and All hail 1 

my welcome receive; and reply 
With your voices so fine, so grand and divine, 

majestical Queens of the Sky I 
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Ch. Our welcome to thee, old man, who wouldst 
see 

the marvels that science can show: 
And thou, the high-priest of this subtlety feast, 

say what would you have us bestow? 
Since there is not a sage for whom we’d engage 

our wonders more freely to do. 
Except, it may be, for Prodicus; he 

for his knowledge may claim them, but you. 
For that sideways you throw your eyes as you go, 

and are all affectation and fuss; 
No shoes will you wear, but assume the grand air 

on the strength of your dealings with us. 
St. O Earth ! what a sound, how august and 
profound ! 

' ' * it fills me with wonder andjawe. 
So, These, these then alone, for true Deities own, 
the rest are all Codships of straw. 
St. Let Zeus be left out : He’s a God beyond \ 
doubt; \ 

come, that you can scarcely defiy. 
So. Zeus, indeed ! there’s no Zeus: don’t you be \ 
so obtuse. 

St. No Zeus up aloft in the sky! 

Then, you first must explain, who it is sends the 
rain; 

or I really must think you are wrong. 
So. Well then, be it known, these send it alone: 

I can prove it by arguments strong. 
Was there ever a shower seen to fall in an hour 

when the sky was all cloudless and blue? 
Yet on a fine day, when the Clouds are away, 

he might send one, according to you. 
St. Well, it must be confessed, that chimes in 
with the rest: 

your words I am forced to believe. 
Yet before, I had dreamed that the rain-water 
streamed 

from Zeus and his chamber-pot sieve. 
But whence then, my friend, does the thunder 
descend ? 

that does make me quake with affright! 
So. Why *tis they, I declare, as they roll through 
the air. 

St. What the Clouds ? did I hear you aright ? 
So, Ay: for when to the brim filled with water 
they swim, 

by Necessity carried along, 
They are hung up on high in the vault of the sky, 

and so by Necessity strong 
In the midst of their course, they clash with great 
force, 

and thunder away without end. 
St. But is it not He who compels this to be ? 

does not Zeus this Necessity send ? 
So. No Zeus have we there, but a Vortex of air. 

St. What I Vortex ? that’s something, I own. 
I knew not before, that Zeus was no more, 

but Vortex was placed on his throne! 
But I liave not yet heard to what cause you 
referred 

the thunder’s majestical roar. 
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So, Y cs, ’tis they, when on high full of water 
they fly, 

and then, as I told you before, 
By Compression impelled, as they clash, arc 
compelled 

a terrible clatter to make. 
5/. Come, how can that be ? I really don’t see. 

So Yourself as my proof I will take. 

Have you never then cat the broth-puddings you 

get 

when the Panathcnaea comes round. 
And felt with what might your bowels all night 

in turbulent tumult resound ? 
St. By Apollo, ’tis true, there’s a mighty to-do, 

and my belly keeps rumbling about; 
And the puddings begin to clatter within 

and kick up a wonderful rout: 
Quite gently at first, papapax, papapax, 

but soon pappapappax away. 
Till at last, I’ll be bound, I can thunder as loud, 

papapappappapappax, as They. 
So. Shalt thou then a sound so loud and profound 
from thy belly diminutive send. 
And shall not the high and the infinite Sky 

go thundering on without end? 
For both, you will find, on an impulse of wind 

and similar causes depend. 
St. Well, but tell me from Whom comes the bolt 

through the gloom, 
with its awful and terrible flashes; 
And wherever it turns, some it singes and burns, 

and some it reduces to ashes! 
For this ’tis quite plain, let who will send the rain, 
that Zeus against perjurers dashes. 
So. And how, you old fool of a dark-ages school, 
and an antediluvian wit. 
If the perjured they strike, and not all men alike, 

have they never Cleonymus hit ? 
Then of Simon again, and Thcorus explain: 

known perjurers, yet they escape. 
But he smites his own shrine with his arrows 
divine, 

and “Sunium, Attica’s cape,” 
And the ancient gnarled oaks: now what prompted 
those strokes ? They never forswore I should 
say. 

St. Can’t say that they do : your words appear 
11 ue. 

Whence comes then the thunderbolt, pray ? 
So. When a wind that is dry, being lifted on high, 
is suddenly pent into these. 
It swells up their skin, like a bladder, within, 

by Necessity’s changeless decrees: 
Till, compressed very tight, it bursts them outright, 
and away with an impulse so strong. 
That at last by the force and the swing of its course, 
it takes fire as it whizzes along. 
St. That’s exactly the thing that I sufiered one 
Spring, 

at the great feast of Zeus, I admit; 
rd a paunch in the pot, but I wholly forgot 

about making the safety-valve slit. 
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So it spluttered and swelled, while the saucepan 1 
held, 

till at last with a vengeance it flew: 
Took me quite by surprise, dung-bespattered my 
eyes, 

and scalded my face black and blue! 
Ch. O thou who wouldst fain great wisdom attain, 
and comest to us in thy need, 
All Hellas around shall thy glory resound, 

such a prosperous life thou shah lead: 
So thou art but endued with a memory good, 

and accustomed profoundly to think. 
And thy soul wilt inure all wants to endure, 

and from no undertaking to shrink, 
And art hardy and bold, to bear up against cold, 

and with patience a supper thou losest; 
Nor too much dost incline to gymnastics and wine, 
but all lusts of the body refusest: 
And esteemest it best, what is always the test 

of a truly intelligent brain. 
To prevail and succeed whensoever you plead, 

and hosts of tongue-conquests to gain. 
St. But as far as a sturdy soul is concerned 

and a horrible restless care. 
And a belly that pines and wears away 

on the wretchedest, frugalcst hire. 
You may hammer and strike as long as you like; 

I am quite invincible there. 
So. Now then you agree in rejecting with me 

the Cifxls you believed in when young, 
And my creed you’ll embrace ‘‘I believe in wide 
space, 

in the Clouds, in the eloquent Tongue.” 
St. If I happened to meet other Gods in the 
street. 

I’d show the cold shoulder, I vow. 
No libation I’ll pour: not one victim more 

on their altars I’ll sacrifice now, 
Ch. Now be honest and true, and say what we 
shall do: 

since you never shall fail of our aid. 
If you hold us most dear in devotion and fear, 

and will ply the philosopher’s trade. 
St. O Ladies Divine, small ambition is mine: 

I only most modestly seek, 
Out and out for the rest of my life to be best 

of the children of Hellas to speak. 
Ch. Say no more of your care, we have granted 
your prayer: 

and know from this moment, that none 
More acts shall pass through in the People than you: 

such favour from us you have won. 
St. Not acts, if you please : I want nothing of 
these: 

this gift you may quickly withdraw; 
But I wish to succeed, just enough for my need, 

and to slip through the clutches of law. 
Ch. This then you shall do, for your wishes are 
few: 

not many nor great your demands, 
So away with all care from henceforth, and prepare 
to be placed in our votaries’ hands. 
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St, This then will I do, confiding in you, 

for Necessity presses me sore, 
And so sad is my life, ’twixt my cobs and my wife, 

that I cannot put up with it more. 
So now, at your word, I give and afford 
My body to these, to treat as they please. 

To have and to hold, in squalor, in cold. 

In hunger and thirst, yea by Zeus, at the worst. 
To be flayed out of shape from my heels to my 
nape 

So along with my hide from my duns I escape. 

And to men may appear without conscience or 
fear. 

Bold, hasty, and wise, a concocter of lies, 

A rattler to speak, a dodger, a sneak, 

A regular claw of the tables of law, 

A shuffler complete, well worn in deceit, 

A supple, unprincipled, troublesome cheat; 

A hang-dog accurst, a bore with the worst, 

In the tricks of the jury-courts thoroughly versed. 
If all that I meet this praise shall repeat. 

Work away as you choose, 1 will nothing refuse. 
Without any reserve, from my head to my shoes. 
You shan’t see me wince though my gullets you 
mince. 

And these entrails of mine for a sausage combine. 
Served up for the gentlemen students to dine. 

Ch. Here’s a spirit bold and high 
Ready-armed for any strife. 

{to STKLPSIADES) 

If you learn what I can teach 

Of the mysteries of speech. 
Your glory soon shall reach To the summit of the 
sky. 

St, And what am I to gain ? 

Ch, With the Clouds you will obtain 

The most happy, the most enviable life. 

St, Is it possible for me Such felicity to sec ? 

Ch, Y es, and men shall come and wait 

In their thousands at your gate. 
Desiring consultations and advice 
On an action or a pleading 

From the man of light and leading. 
And you’ll pocket many talents in a trice. 

{to SOCRATES) 

Here, take the old man, and do all that you can, 

your new-fashioned thoughts to instil. 
And stir up his mind with your notions refined, 

and test him with judgement and skill. 
So, Come now, you tell me something of your 
habits: 

For if I don’t know them, I can’t determine 
What engines I must bring to bear upon you. 

St, Eh! what? Not going to storm me, by the 
Gods? 

So, No, no : I want to ask you a few questions. 

First : is your memory good ? 

St, Two ways, by Zeus; 

If I’m owed anything. I’m mindful, very : 

But if I owe, (Oh dearl) forgetful, very. 

So, Well then: have you the gift of speaking in 
you? 
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The gift of speaking, no; of cheating, yes. 

No ? how then can you learn ? 

Oh, well enough. 
So, Then when I throw you out some clever no- 
tion 

About the laws of nature, you must catch it. 

St, What! must I snap up sapience, in dog-fash- 
ion? 

So, Oh ! why the man’s an ignorant old savage: 

I fear, my friend, that you’ll require the whip. 
Come, if one strikes you, what do you do ? 

St. I’m struck: 

Then in a little while I call my witness: 

Then in another little while I summon him. 

So. Put off your cloak. 

St. Si’ Why, what have I done wrong ? 

So. O, nothing, nothing : all go in here naked. 

St. Well, but I have not come with a schreh- 
warrant. \ 

So. Fool 1 throw it off. \ 

St. Well, tell me this one thing; 

If I’m extremely careful and attentive. 

Which of your students shall I most resemble ? 

So. Why, Chaerephon. You’ll be his very image. 
St. What! 1 shall be half-dead! O luckless me! 

So. Don’t chat ter there, butcomcand follow me; 
Make haste now, quicker, here. 

St, Oh, but do first 

Give me a honied cake: Zeus! how I tremble. 

To go down there, as if to see Trophonius. 

So. Go on! why keep you pottering round the 
door? 

SOCRATES and strepsiades enter the Phrontis- 
terion. 

Chorus 

Yes! go, and farewell; as your courage is great. 

So bright be your fate. 

May all good fortune his steps pursue. 

Who now, in his life’s dim twilight haze. 

Is game such venturesome things to do. 

To steep his mind in discoveries new. 

To walk, a novice, in wisdom’s ways. 

0 Spectators, I will utter 

honest truths with accents free. 
Yea! by mighty Dionysus, 

Him who bred and nurtured me. 
So may I be deemed a po_et, 

and this day obtain the prize. 
As till that unhappy blunder 

I had always held you wise. 
And of all my plays esteeming 

this the wisest and the best, 
Served it up for your enjoyment, 

which had, more than all the rest. 
Cost me thought, and time, and labour: 

then most scandalously treated, 

1 retired in mighty dudgeon, 

by unworthy foes defeated. 
This is why I blame your critics, 

for whose sake I framed the play: 
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Yet the clever ones amongst you 

even now I won’t betray. 
No! for ever since from judges 

unto whom *tis joy to speak, 
Brothers Profligate and Modest 

gained the praise we fondly seek. 
When, for I was yet a Virgin, 

and it was not right to bear, 
I exposed it, and Another 

did the foundling nurse with care. 
But ’twas ye who nobly nurtured, 

ye who brought it up with skill; 
From that hour I proudly cherish 

pledges of your sure good will. 
Now then comes its sister hither, 

like Elcctra in the Play, 
Comes in earnest expectation 

kindred minds to meet to-day; 
She will recognize full surely, 

if she find, her brother’s tress. 
And observe how pure her morals: 

who, to notice her first dress. 
Enters not with filthy symbols 

on her modest garments hung. 
Jeering bald-heads, dancing ballets, 

for the laughter of the young. 
In this play no wretched greybeard 

with a staff his fellow pokes. 
So obscuring from the audience 

all the poorness of his jokes. 
No one rushes in with torches, 

no one groans, “Oh, dear! Oh, dear!” 
Trusting in its genuine merits 

comes this play before you here 
Yet, though such a hero-poet, 

I, the bald-head, do not grow 
Curling ringlets: neither do I 

twice or thrice my pieces show. 
Always fresh ideas sparkle, 

always novel jests delight. 
Nothing like each other, save that 

all arc most exceeding bright. 
I am he who floored the giant, 

Cleon, in his hour of pride. 
Yet when down I scorned to strike him, 

and I left him when he diedl 
But the others, when a handle 

once Hypcrbolus did lend. 
Trample down the wretched caitiff, 

and his mother, without end. 
In his Maricas the Drunkard, 

Eupolis the charge began, 
Shamefully my “Knights” distorting, 

as he is a shameful man, 
Tacking on the tipsy beldame, 

just the ballet-dance to keep, 
Phrynichus’ prime invention, 

eat by monsters of the deep. 
Then Hermippus on the caitiff 

opened all his little skill. 
And the rest upon the caitiff 

are their wit exhausting still; 


And my simile to pilfer 

“of the Eels” they all combine. 
Whoso laughs at their productions, 

let him not delight in mine. 
But for you who praise my genius, 

you who think my writings clever, 
Ye shall gain a name for wisdom, 

yea! forever and forever. 

O mighty God, O heavenly King, 

First unto Thee my prayer I bring, 

O come. Lord Zeus, to my choral song;— 

And Thou, dread Power, whose resistless hand 
Heaves up the sea and the trembling land. 

Lord of the trident, stern and strong; — 

And Thou who sustaincst the life of us all 
Come, Ether, our parent, O come to my call; — 
And Thou who floodest the world with light. 
Guiding thy steeds through the glittering sky. 

To men below and to Gods on high 
A Potentate heavenly-bright 1 

O most sapient wise spectators, 

hither turn attention due. 
We complain of sad ill-treatment, 

we’ve a bone to pick with you: 
We have ever helped your city, 

helped with all our might and main; 
Yet you pay us no devotion, 

that is why we now complain. 
We who always watch around you. 

For if any project seems 
Ill-concocted, then we thunder, 

then the rain comes down in streams. 
And, remember, very lately, 

how we knit our brows together, 
“Thunders crashing, lightnings flashing,” 

never was such awful weather ; 
And the Moon in haste eclipsed her, 

and the Sun in anger swore 
He would curl his wick within him 

and give light to you no more, 
Should you choose that mischief- worker, 

Cleon, whom the Gods abhor. 
Tanner, Slave, and Paphlagonian, 

to lead out your hosts to war. 
Yet you chose him! yet you chose him! 

For they say that Folly grows 
Best and finest in this city, 

but the gracious Gods dispose 
Always all things for the better, 

causing errors to succeed : 
And how this sad job may profit, 

surely he who runs may read. 
Let the Cormorant be convicted, 

in command, of bribes and theft. 
Let us have him gagged and muzzled, 

in the pillory chained and left. 
Then again, in ancient fashion, 

all that ye have erred of late. 
Will turn out your own advantage, 

and a blessing to the State. 
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“Phoebus, my king, come to me still.' 

Thou who boldest the Cynthian hill, 

The lofty peak of the Delian isle;— 

And Thou, his sister, to whom each day 
Lydian maidens devoutly pray 
In Thy stately gilded Ephesian pile;— 

And Athene, our Lady, the queen of us all. 

With the Aegis of God, O come to my call; — 

And Thou whose dancing torches of pine 
Flicker, Parnassian glades along, 

Dionysus, Star of Thy Maenad throng, 

Come, Reveller most divine! 

We, when we had finished packing, 

and prepared our journey down. 
Met the Lady Moon, who charged us 

with a message for your town. 
First, All hail to noble Athens, 

and her faithful true Allies; 
Then, she said, your shameful conduct 

made her angry passions rise. 
Treating her so ill who always 

aids you, not in words, but clearly; 
Saves you, first of all, in torchlight 

every month a drachma nearly. 

So that each one says, if business 

calls him out from home by night, 
“Buy no link, my boy, this evening, 

for the Moon will lend her light.” 
Other blessings too she sends you, 

yet you will not mark your days 
As she bids you, but confuse them, 

jumbling them all sorts of ways. 
And, she says, the Gods in chorus 

shower reproaches on her head. 
When in bitter disappointment 

they go supperless to bed, 
Not obtaining festal banquets 

duly on the festal day; 

Ye arc badgering in the law-courts 

when ye should arise and slay! 
And full oft when we celestials 

some strict fast are duly keeping. 
For the fate of mighty Memnon, 

or divine Sarpedon weeping. 
Then you feast and pour libations: 

and Hyperbolus of late 
Lost the crown he wore so proudly 

as Recorder of the Gate, 
Through the wrath of us immortals: 

so perchance he’ll rather know 
Always all his days in future 

by the Lady Moon to go. 

SOCRATES here comes otU of the Phrontisterion 
where he has been endeavouring to teach 

STREPSIADES. 

So* Never by Chaos, Air, and Respiration, 

Never, no never have I seen a clown 
So helpless, and forgetful, and absurd! 

Why if he learns a quirk or two he clean 
Forgets them ere he has learnt them : all the same, 
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ril call him out of doors here to the light. 

Take up your bed, Strepsiades, and come! 

St. By Zeus, I can’t : the bugs make such re- 
sistance. 

So. Make haste. There, throw it down, and 
listen. 

St. {enteringy with bed) Well! 

So. Attend to me . what shall I teach you first 
That you’ve not learnt before? Which will you 
have, 

Measures or rhythms or the right use of words ? 

St. Oh ! measures to be sure : for very lately 
A grocer swindled me of full three pints. 

So. 1 don’t mean that : but which do you like the 
best 

Of all the measuces ; six feet, or eight feet ? 1 

St. Well, I like nothing better than the yard| 

So. Fool ! don’ t talk nonsense. 

St. What will you bet me ^ 

That two yards don’t exactly make six feet ? 

So. Consume you ! what an ignorant clown yoii 
are! 

Still, perhaps you can learn tunes more easily. 

St. But will tunes help me to repair my 
fortunes? 

So. They’ll help you to behave in company: 

If you can tell which kind of tune is best 

For the sword-dance, and which for finger music. 

St. For fingers ! aye, but I know that. 

So. Say on, then. 

St. What is it but this finger ? though before. 

Ere this was grown, I used to play with that. 

So. Insufferable dolt! 

St. Well but, you goose, 

I don’t want to learn this. 

So. What you want then ? 

St. T each me the Logic ! teach me the un j ust 
Logic! 

So. But you must learn some other matters first : 
As, what are males among the quadrupeds. 

St. I should be mad indeed not to know that. 

The Ram, the Bull, the Goat, the Dog, the Fowl. 
So. Ah ! there you arc ! there’s a mistake at onccl 
You call the male and female fowl the same. 

St How ! tell me how. 

So. Why fowl and fowl of course. 

St. That’s true though! what then shall I say in 
future? 

So. Call one a fowless and the other a fowl. 

St. A fowless ? Good ! Bravo! Bravo! by Air. 

Now for that one bright piece of information 
I’ll give you a barley bumper in your trough. 

So. Lc^k there, a fresh mistake; you called it 
trough. 

Masculine, when it’s feminine. 

St. How, pray? 

How did I make it masculine ? 

So. Why “trough,” 

Just like “Cleonymus.” 

St. I don’t quite catch it. 

So. Why “trough,” “Cleonymus,” both mas- 
culine. 
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St Ah, but Cleonymus has got no trough, 

His bread is kneaded in a rounded mortar: 

Still, what must I say in future ? 

So. What! why call it 

A “troughess,” female. Just as one says “an 
actress.” 

St. A “troughess,” female ? 

So. That’s the way to call it. 

St. O “troughess” then and Miss Cleonymus. 

So. Still you must learn some more about these 
names; 

Which are the names of men and which of women. 
St. Oh, 1 know which are women. 

So. Well, repeat some. 

St. Demctria, Cleitagora, Philinna. 

So. Now tell me some men’s names. 

5/. O yes, ten thousand. 

Philon, Melesias, Amynias. 

So. Hold 1 1 said men’s names : these are women’s 
names. 

St. No, no, they’re men’s. 

So. They are not men’s, for how 

Would you address Amynias if you met him ? 

St. How ? somehow thus. “Here, here, Amynial” 
So. Amynia 1 a woman’s name, you see. 

St. And rightly too; a sneak who shirks all 
service! 

But all know this: let’s pass to something else. 

So. Well, then, you get into the bed. 

St. And then ? 

So. Excogitate about your own affairs. 

St. Not there : I do beseech, not there : at least 
Let me excogitate on the bare ground. 

So. There is no way but this. 

St. O luckless me! 

How I shall suffer from the bugs to-day. 

So. Now then survey in every way, 

with airy judgement sharp and quick: 
Wrapping thoughts around you thick: 

And if so be in one you stick. 

Never stop to toil and bother. 

Lightly, lightly, lightly leap. 

To another, to another; 

Far away be balmy sleep. 

*. Ugh! Ugh! Ugh! Ugh! Ugh! 

Ch. What’s the matter ? where’s the pain ? 

St. Friends! I’m dying. From the bed 
Out creep bugbears scantly fed. 

And my ribs they bite in twain. 

And my life-blood out they suck, 

And my manhood off they pluck, 

And my loins they dig and drain, 

And I’m dying, once again. 

Ch. O take not the smart so deeply to heart. 

St. Why, what can I do? 

Vanished my skin so ruddy of hue. 

Vanished my life-blood, vanished my shoe. 
Vanished my purse, and what is still worse 
As I hummed an old tune till my watch should 
be past, 

I had very near vanished myself at the last. 

So. Hallo there, are you pondering? 


St, Eh! what? I? 

Yes to be sure. 

So. And what have your ponderings come to ? 
St. Whether these bugs will leave a bit of me. 

So. Consume you, wretch! 

St. Faith, I’m consumed already. 

So. Come, come, don’t flinch : pull up the 
clothes again: 

Search out and catch some very subtle dodge 
To fleece your creditors. 

St. O me, how can I 

Fleece any one with all these fleeces on me? 

{Puts his head under the clothes.) 

So. Come, let me peep a moment what he’s doing. 
Hey! he’s asleep! 

St. No, no! no fear of that! 

So. Caught any thing ? 

St. No, nothing. 

So. Surely, something. 

St. Well, I had something in my hand. I’ll own. 
So. Pull up the clothes again, and go on ponder- 
ing. 

St. On what ? now do please tell me, Socrates. 

So. What is it that you want ? first tell me that. 

St. Y ou have heard a million times what ’ tis I 
want: 

My debts! my debts! I want to shirk my debts. * 

So. Come, come, pull up the clothes: refine your 
thoughts 

With subtle wit: look at the case on all sides: 

Mind you divide correctly. 

St. Ughl O me. 

So. Hush : if you meet with any difficulty 
Leave it a moment: then return again 
To the same thought: then lift and weigh it well. 

St. Oh, here, dear Socrates! 

So. Well, my old friend. 

St. I’ve found a notion how to shirk my debts. 

So. Well then, propound it. 

St. What do you think of this? 

Suppose I hire some grand Thessalian witch 
To conjure down the Moon, and then 1 take it 
And clap it into some round helmet-box. 

And keep it fast there, like a looking-glass, — 

So. But what’s the use of that ? 

St. The use, quotha: 

Why if the Moon should never rise again. 

I’d never pay one farthing. 

So. No! why not? 

St. Why, don’t we pay our interest by the 
month? 

So. Good ! now I’ll proffer you another problem. 
Suppose an action: damages, five talents: 

Now tell me how you can evade that same. 

St. How ! how ! can’t say at all : but I’ll go seek. 

So. Don’t wrap your mind for ever round 
yourself. 

But let your thoughts range freely through the air. 
Like chafers with a thread about their feet. 

St. I’ve found a bright evasion of the action : 
Confess yourself, ’tis glorious. 

So. But what is it? 
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St, I say, haven’t you seen in druggists* shops 
That stone, that splendidly transparent stone, 

By which they kindle fire? 

So, The burning-glass? 

St, That’s it ; well then. I’d get me one of these, 
And as the clerk was entering down my case. 

I’d stand, like this, some distance towards the sun, 
And burn out every line. 

So, By the Three Graces, 

A clever dodge I 

St. O me, how pleased I am 

To have a debt like that clean blotted out. 

So. Come, then, make haste and snap up this. 

St, Well, what ? 

So. How to prevent an adversary’s suit 
Supposing you were sure to lose it; tell me. 

St, O, nothing easier. 

So. How, pray ? 

St. Why thus. 

While there was yet one trial intervening, 

Ere mine was cited. I’d go hang myself. 

So, Absurd! 

St, No, by the Gods, it isn’t though: 

They could not prosecute me were T dead. 

So. Nonsense 1 Be off : I’ll try no more to teach 
you. 

St.‘ Why not ? do, please : now, please do, 

Socrates. 

So, Why you forget all that you learn, directly. 
Come, say what you learnt first: there’s a chance 
for you. 

St. Ah 1 what was first ?-~Dear me : whatever was 
it?— 

Whatever’s that we knead the barley in ?— 

Bless us, what was it ? 

So. Be off, and feed the crows. 

You most forgetful, most absurd old dolt! 

St. O me ! what will become of me, poor wretch! 
I’m clean undone: I haven’t learnt to speak. — 

O gracious Clouds, now do advise me something. 

Ch. Our counsel, ancient friend, is simply this. 

To send your son, if you have one at home, 

And let him learn this wisdom in your stead. 

St. Yes ! I’ve a son, quite a fine gentleman : 

But he won’t learn, so what am I to do ? 

Ch. What! is he master? 

St. Well: he’s strong and vigorous. 

And he’s got some of the Coesyra blood within 
him: 

Still I’ll go for him, and if he won’t come 
By all the Gods I’ll turn him out of doors. 

Go in one moment, 1*11 be back directly. 

SOCRATES exits to Phrontisterion, and strep- 
siADES to his house. 

Ch. Dost thou not see how bounteous we our 
favours free 
Will shower on you, 

Since whatsoe’er your will prepare 
This dupe will do. 

But now that you have dazzled and 

elated so your man, 


Make haste and seize whate’er you please 

as quickly as you can. 
For cases such as these, my friend, 

are very prone to change and bend. 
Enter strepsiades and pheidippides. 
St. Get out ! you shan’t stop here : so help me 
Mist! 

Be off, and eat up Mcgacles’ columns. 

Ph. How now, my father ? what’s i’ the wind to- 
day? 

You’re wandering; by Olympian Zeus, you are. 

St. Look there ! Olympian Zeus ! you blockhead 
you. 

Come to age, and yet believe in Zeus! 

Ph. Why prithee, what’s the joke ? 

St. . ’Tis so preposterous 

When babes like you hold antiquated notions j 
But come and I’ll impart a thing or two, 

A wrinkle, making you a man indeed. 

But, mind : don’t whisper this to any one. . 

Ph. Well, what’s the matter ? 

St. Didn’t you swear by Zeus? 

PA. I did. \ 

St. See now, how good a thing is learning. 

There is no Zeus, Pheidippides. 

Ph. Who then ? 

St. Why Vortex reigns, and he has turned out 
Zeus. 

Ph. Oh me, what stuff. 

St. Be sure that this is so. 

Ph. Who says so, pray ? 

St. The Melian— Socrates, 

And Chaerephon, who knows about the flea- 
tracks. 

Ph. And are you come to such a pitch of madness 
As to put faith in brain-struck men ? 

St. Ohush! 

And don’t blaspheme such very dexterous men 
And sapient too: men of such frugal habits 
They never shave, nor use your precious ointment. 
Nor go to baths to clean themselves: but you 
Have taken me for a corpse and cleaned me out. 
Come, come, make haste, do go and learn for me. 

Ph. What can one learn from them that is worth 
knowing ? 

St. Learn ! why, whatever’s clever in the world : 
And you shall learn how gross and dense you are. 

But stop one moment : I’ll be back directly. Exit. 
Ph. O me! what must I do with my mad father ? 
Shall I indict him for his lunacy. 

Or tell the undertakers of his symptoms ? 

St. {re-entering) Now then ! you see this, don’t 
you ? what do you call it ? 

Ph. That? why a fowl. 

St. Good! now then, what is this? 

Ph. That’s a fowl too. 

St. What both I RidiculousI 

Never say that again, but mind you always 
Call this a fowless and the other a fowl. 

Ph. A fowless! These then are the mighty secrets 
You have picked up amongst those earth-born 
fellows. 
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5/. And lots besides : but everything I learn 
I straight forget: I am so old and stupid. 

Ph. And this is what you have lost your mantle 
for? 

Si, It’s very absent sometimes: ’tisn’t lost. 

Ph, And what have you done with your shoes, 
you dotard you ? 

St. Like Pericles, all for the best. I’ve lost them. 
Come, come; go with me: humour me in this. 

And then do what you like. Ah! I remember 
How I to humour you, a coaxing baby, 

With the first obol which my judgeship fetched me 
Bought you a go-cart at the great Diasia. 

Ph, The time will come when you’ll repent of 
this. 

St, Good boy to obey me. Hallo! Socrates. 

Enter socrates. 

Come here; come here; Fve brought this son of 
mine, 

Trouble enough, I’ll warrant you. 

So. Poor infant, 

Not yet aware of my suspension-wonders. 

Ph, Y ou’d make a wondrous piece of ware, 
suspended. 

St. Hey ! Hang the lad 1 Do you abuse the 
Master ? 

So, And look, “suthspended 1” In what foolish 
fashion 

He mouthed the word with pouting lips agape. 

I low can he learn evasion of a suit. 

Timely citation, damaging replies ? 

Hyperbolus, though, learnt them for a talent. 

St, O never fear ! he’s very sharp, by nature. 

For when he was a little chap, so high. 

He used to build small baby-houses, boats, 

Cio-carts of leather, darling little frogs 
Carved from pomegranates, you can’t think how 
nicely! 

So now, I prithee, teach him both your Logics, 

The Better, as you call it, and the Worse 
Which with the worse cause can defeat the Better; 
Or if not both, at all events the Worse. 

So. Aye, with his own ears he shall hear them 
argue. 

I shan’t be there. 

St, But please remember this, 

Give him the knack of reasoning down all Justice. 

Exit SOCRATES. 

Enter right logic and wrong logic. 
Eight Logic, Come show yourself now 

with your confident brow. 
—To the stage, if you dare! 

Wrong Logic. “Lead on where you please”: 

I shall smash you with ease. 
If an audience be there. 

R,L. You'll smash me, you say! And who areyo«, 
pray? 

W.L. A Logic, like you. 

R.L, But the Worst of the two. 

W,L. Yet you I can drub whom my Better they 
dub. 

R,L. By what artifice taught? 
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W.L. By original thought. 

R.L. Aye, truly your trade so successful is made. 

By means of these noodles of ours. I’m afraid. 

W.L, Not noodles, but wise. 

R.L, I’ll smash you and your lies! 

W.L, By what method, forsooth ? 

R.L, By speaking the Truth. 

W.L. Your words I will meet, and entirely defeat: 
There never was Justice or Truth, I repeat. 

R.L. No Justice! you say ? 

W.L. Well, where does it stay ? 

R.L. With the Gods in the air. 

W.L. If Justice be there. 

How comes it that Zeus could his father reduce. 

Yet live with their Godships unpunished and 
loose ? 

R.L. Ugh! Ugh! These evils come thick, 

I feel awfully sick, 

A basin, quick, quick! 

W.L. You’re a useless old drone with one foot in 
the grave! 

R.L. You’re a shameless, unprincipled, dissolute 
knave! 

W.L. Hey! a rosy festoon. 

R.L, And a vulgar buffoon I 

W.L, What! Lilies fromyo«? 

R.L, And a parricide tool 

W.L, ’Tis with gold (you don’t know it) you 
sprinkle my head. 

R.L. O gold is it now? but it used to be lead! 

W.L. But now it’s a grace and a glory instead. 

R.L. You’re a little loo bold. 

W.L, You’re a good deal too old. 

R.L, ’Tis through you I well know not a stripling 
will go 

To attend to the rules which are taught in the 
Schools; 

But Athens one day shall be up to the fools. 

W.L. How squalid your dress! 

R.L. Yours is fine, I confess. 

Yet of old, I declare, but a pauper you were; 

And passed yourself off, our compassion to draw 
AsaTelephus, (Euripidean) 

Well pleased from a beggarly wallet to gnaw 
At inanities Pandelctean. 

W.L. O me! for the wisdom you’ve mentioned in 
jest! 

R.L, O me! for the folly of you, and the rest 
Who you to destroy their children employ! 

W.L. Him you never shall teach: you are quite 
out of date. 

R.L. If not, he’ll be lost, as he’ll find to his cost: 
Taught nothing by you but to chatter and prate. 
W.L. He raves, as you see: let him be, let him be. 
R.L, Touch him if you dare! I bid you beware. 

Ch. Forbear, forbear to wrangle and scold 1 
Each of you show 

You what you taught their fathers of old. 

You let us know 

Your system untried, that hearing each side 
From the lips of the Rivals the youth may decide 
To which of your schools he will go. 
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R,L, This then will I do. 

W,L. And so will I too. 

Ch. And who will put in his claim to begin ? 

W,L. If he wishes, he may: I kindly give way; 

And out of his argument quickly will I 
Draw facts and devices to fledge the reply 
Wherewith I will shoot him and smite and refute 
him. 

And at last if a word from his mouth shall be heard 
My sayings like fierce savage hornets shall pierce 
His forehead and eyes, 

Till in fear and distraction he yields and he—diesl 
Ch. With thoughts and words and maxims 
pondered well 

Now then in confidence let both begin: 

Try which his rival can in speech excel: 

Try which this perilous wordy war can win. 
Which all my votaries* hopes are fondly centred in. 
O Thou who wcrt born our sires to adorn 

with characters blameless and fair. 
Say on what you please, say on and to these 

your glorious Nature declare. 
R.L. To hear then prepare of the Discipline rare 

which flourished in Athens of yore 
When Honour and Truth were in fashion with youth 
and Sobriety bloomed on our shore; 
First of all the old rule was preserved in our school 
that “boys should be seen and not heard**: 
And then to the home of the Harpist would come 

decorous in action and word 
All the lads of one town, though the snow peppered 
down, 

in spite of all wind and all weather: 
And they sang an old song as they paced it along, 

not shambling with thighs glued together: 
“O the dread shout of War how it peals from afar,” 
or “Pallas the Stormer adore,” 
To some manly old air all simple and bare 

which their fathers had chanted before. 
And should anyone dare the tune to impair 

and with intricate twistings to fill, 
Such as Phrynis is fain, and his long-winded train, 
perversely to quaver and trill, 
Many stripes would he feel in return for his zeal, 

as to genuine Music a foe. 
And every one’s thigh was forward and high 

as they sat to be drilled in a row. 
So that nothing the while indecent or vile 

the eye of a stranger might meet; 
And then with their hand they would smooth 
down the sand 

whenever they rose from their seat. 
To leave not a trace of themselves in the place 

for a vigilant lover to view. 
They never would soil their persons with oil 

but were inartificial and true. 
Nor tempered their throat to a soft mincing note 

and sighs to their lovers addressed: 
Nor laid themselves out, as they strutted about, 

to the wanton desires of the rest: 
Nor would anyone dare such stimulant fare 

as the head of the radish to wish: 
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Nor to make over bold with the food of the old, 

the anise, and parsley, and fish: 
Nor dainties to quaff, nor giggle and laugh, 

nor foot within foot to enfold. 
W.L. Faugh! this smells very strong of some musty 
old song, 

and Chirrupers mounted in gold; 
And Slaughter of beasts, and old-fashioned feasts. 
R.L. Yet these are the precepts which taught 
The heroes of old to be hardy and bold, 

and the Men who at Marathon fought! 
But now must the lad from his boyhood be clad 

in a Man*s all-enveloping cloak: 
So that, oft as the Panathenaea returns, 

I feel myself ready to choke 
When the dancels go by with their shields to their 
thigh, not caring for Pallafc a jot. 

You therefore, young man, choose me while )^u 
can; \ 

cast in with my Method your lot; 
And then you shall learn the forum to spurn, \ 

and from dissolute baths to abstain. 
And fashions impure and shameful abj ure, 

and scorners repel with disdain: 
And rise from your chair if an elder be there, 

and respectfully give him your place. 
And with love and with fear your parents revere, 

and shrink from the brand of Disgrace, 
And deep in your breast be the Image impressed 

of Modesty, simple and true. 
Nor resort any more to a dancing-girl’s door, 

nor glance at the harlotry crew. 
Lest at length by the blow of the Apple they throw 
from the hopes of your Manhood you fall. 
Nor dare to reply when your Father is nigh, 

nor “musty old Japhet” to call 
In your malice and rage that Sacred Old Age 

which lovingly cherished your youth. 
W.L. Yes, yes, my young friend, if to him you 
attend, 

by Bacchus I swear of a truth 
You will scarce with the sty of Hippocrates vie, 

as a mammy-suck known even there! 
R.L. But then you’ll excel in the games you love 
well, 

all blooming, athletic and fair: 
Not learning to prate as your idlers debate 

with marvellous prickly dispute, 
Nor dragged into Court-day by day to make sport 
in some small disagreeable suit: 
But you will below to the Academe go, 

and under the olives contend 
With your chaplet of reed, in a contest of speed 

with some excellent rival and friend: 
All fragrant with woodbine and peaceful content, 

and the leaf which the lime blossoms fling. 
When the plane whispers love to the elm in the 
grove 

in the beautiful season of Spring. 
If then you’ll obey and do what I say. 

And follow with me the more excellent way, 

Your chest shall be white, your skin shall he bright, 
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Your arms shall be tight, your tongue shall be slight. 
And everything else shall be proper and right. 

But if you pursue what men nowadays do, 

You will have, to begin, a cold pallid skin, 

Arms small and chest weak, tongue practised to 
speak, 

Special laws very long, and the symptoms all strong 
Which show that your life is licentious and wrong. 
And your mind he’ll prepare so that foul to be fair 
And fair to be foul you shall always declare; 

And you’ll find yourself soon, if you listen to him. 
With the filth of Antimachus filled to the brim! 

Ch» O glorious Sage! with loveliest Wisdom 
teeming! 

Sweet on thy words does ancient Virtue rest ! 

Thrice happy they who watched thy Youth’s 
bright beaming! 

Thou of the vaunted genius, do thy best; 

This man has gained applause: His Wisdom stands 
confessed. 

And you with clever words and thoughts must 
needs your case adorn 

Else he will surely win the day, and you retreat 
with scorn. 

W,L. Aye, say you so? why I have been 

half-burst; I do so long 

To overthrow his arguments 

with arguments more strong. 
I am the Lesser Logic ? True: 

these Schoolmen call me so. 
Simply because I was the first 

of all mankind to show 
How old established rules and laws 

might contradicted be: 
And this, as you may guess, is worth 

a thousand pounds to me. 
To take the feebler cause, and yet 

to win the disputation. 
And mark me now, how I’ll confute 

his boasted Education! 
You said that always from warm baths 

the stripling must abstain: 
Why must he ? on what grounds do you 

of these warm baths complain? 
R»L, Why, it’s the worst thing possible, 

it quite unstrings a man. 
W»L, Hold there: I’ve got you round the waist: 

escape roe if you can. 
And first : of all the sons of Zeus 

which think you was the best ? 
Which was the manliest ? which endured 

more toils than all the rest? 
R.L. Well, I suppose that Heracles 

was bravest and most bold. 
W»L, And are the baths of Heracles 

so wonderfully cold ? 
Aha! you blame warm baths, I think. 

R*L» This, this is what they say: 

This is the stuff our precious youths 

are chattering all the day! 
This is what makes them haunt the baths, 

and shun the manlier Games! 


W,L, Well then, we’ll take the Forum next: 

I praise it, and he blames. 
But if it was so bad, do you think 

old Homer would have made 
Nestor and all his worthies ply 

a real forensic trade? 
Well: then he says a stripling’s tongue 

should always idle be: 
I say it should be used of course: 

so there we disagree. 
And next he says you must be chaste. 

A most preposterous plan! 
Come, tell me did you ever know 

one single blessed man 
Gain the least good by chastity ? 

come, prove I’m wrong: make haste. 
R.L. Yes, many, many! Pcleus gained 

a sword by being chaste. 
W,L, A sword indeed! a wondrous meed 

the unlucky fool obtained. 
Hyperbolus the Lamp-maker 

hath many a talent gained 
By knavish tricks which 1 have taught: 

but not a sword, no, no! 
R,L, Then Peleus did to his chaste life 

the bed of Thetis owe. 
W,L. And then she cut and ran away! 

for nothing so engages 
A woman’s heart as forward warmth, 

old shred of those dark Ages! 
For take this chastity, young man: 

sift it inside and out : 
Count all the pleasures, all the joys, 

it bids you live without: 
No kind of dames, no kind of games, 

no laughing, feasting, drinking— 
Why, life itself is little worth 

without these joys, I’m thinking. 
Well, I must notice now the wants 

by Nature’s self implanted; 
You love, seduce, you can’t help that, 

you’re caught, convicted. Granted. 
You’re done for; you can’t say one word: 

while if you follow me 
Indulge your genius, laugh and quaff, 

hold nothing base to be. 
Why if you’re in adultery caught, 

your pleas will still be ample: 
You’ve done no wrong, you’ll say, and then 

bring Zeus as your example. 
He fell before the wondrous powers 

by Love and Beauty wielded: 
And how can you, the Mortal, stand, 

where He, the Immortal, yielded ? 
R.L, Aye, but suppose in spite of all, 

he must be wedged and sanded.^ 
Won’t he be probed, or else can you 

prevent it ? now be candid. 
W.L. And what’s the damage if it should be 
so? 


^Punishments of those taken in adultery* 
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R,L. What greater damage can the young man 
know? 

W.L, What will you do, if this dispute I win ? 

R.L, ril be for ever silent. 

W.L. Good, begin. 

The Counsellor: from whence comes he ? 

R.L. From probed adulterers. 

W.L. I agree. 

The Tragic Poets: whence are they ? 

R.L. From probed adulterers. 

W.L. So I say. 

The Orators: what class of men ? 

R.L. All probed adulterers. 

W.L. Right again. 

You feel your error. Til engage. 

But look once more around the stage. 

Survey the audience, which they be, 

Probed or not Probed. 

R.L. I see, I see. 

W.L. Well, give your verdict. 

R.L. It must go 

For probed adulterers: him I know. 

And him, and him: the Probed are most. 

W.L. How stand we then ? 

R.L. I own, Fve lost. 

O Cinaeds, Cinacds, take my robe! 

Your words have won, to you I run 
To live and die with glorious Probe! 

The two LOGICS go out, and enter socrates from 
the Phrontisterion and strepsiades from his 
own house to see how his son's education has 
been progressing. During the interval of the 
CHORUS (1114-1130) that education is sup- 
posed to be completed. 

So. Well, what do you want ? to take away your 
son 

At once, or shall I teach him how to speak ? 

St. Teach him, and flog him, and be sure you 
well 

Sharpen his mother wit, grind the one edge 
Fit for my little law-suits, and the other. 

Why, make that serve for more important matters. 

So. Oh, never fear! He’ll make a splendid sophist. 

St. Well, well, I hope he’ll be a poor pale rascal. 

Ch. Go: but in us the thought is strong, 

you will repent of this ere long. 
Now we wish to tell the Judges 

all the blessings they shall gain 
If, as Justice plainly warrants, 

we the worthy prize obtain. 
First, whenever in the Season 

ye would fain your fields renew, 

All the world shall wait expectant 

till we’ve poured our rain on you: 
Then of all your crops and vineyards 

we will take the utmost care 
So that neither drought oppress them, 

nor the heavy rain impair. 
But if anyone amongst you 

dare to treat our claims with scorn, 
Mortal he, the Clouds immortal, 

better had he ne’er been born! 
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He from his estates shall gather 

neither corn, nor oil, nor wine. 
For whenever blossoms sparkle 

on the olive or the vine 
They shall all at once be blighted : 

we will ply our slings so true. 
And if ever we behold him 

building up his mansions new. 
With our tight and nipping hailstones 

we will all his tiles destroy. 
But if he, his friends or kinsfolk, 

would a marriage-feast enjoy. 
All night long we’ll pour in torrents: 

so perchance he’ll rather pray 
To endure the drought of Egypt, 

' ^ * than decide amiss to-jday ! 

St. The fifth, the fourth, the third, and theA the 
second, \ 

And then that day which more than all the rest 
I loathe and shrink from and abominate, ' 

Then comes at once that hateful Old-and-New dUy. 
And every single blessed dun has sworn 
He’ll stake his gage, and ruin and destroy me. 

And when I make a modest small request, 

“O my good friend, part don’t exact at present. 

And part defer, and part remit,” they swear 
So they shall never touch it, and abuse me 
Asa rank swind!cr, threatening me with actions. 
Now let them bring their actions! Who’s afraid ? 

Not I: if these have taught my son to speak. 

But here’s the door: I’ll knock and soon find out. 
Boy! Ho there, boy! 

So. I clasp Strepsiades. 

St. And I clasp you : but lake this meal-bag first. 
’Tis meet and right to glorify one’s Tutors. 

But tell me, tell me, has my son yet learnt 
That Second Logic which he saw just now ? 

So. He hath. 

St. Hurrah ! great Sovereign Knavery ! 

So. You may escape whatever suit you please. 

St. What, if I borrowed before witnesses ? 

So. Before a thousand, and the more the merrier. 
St. “Then shall my song be loud and deep.” 
Weep, obol- weighers, weep, weep, weep, 

Yc, and your principals, and compound interests, 
For ye shall never pester me again. 

Such a son have I bred, 

(He is within this door). 

Born to inspire my focmen with dread, 

Born his old father’s house to restore: 

Keen and polished of tongue is he. 

He my Champion and ( 5 uard shall be. 

He will set his old father free. 

Run you, and call him forth to me. 

“O my child ! O my sweet! come out, I entreat; 

’Tis the voice” of your sire. 

So. Here’s the man you require. 

St. Joy, joy of my heart! 

So, Take your son and depart. 

St. O come, O come, my son, my son, 

O dear! O dear! 

O joy, to sec your beautiful complexion! 
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Aye now you have an aspect Negative 
And Disputa tive, and our native query 
Shines forth there “What d’ye say?” You’ve the 
true face 

Which rogues put on, of injured innocence. 

You have the regular Attic look about you. 

So now, you save me, for ’twas you undid me. 

Ph, What is it ails you ? 

St, Why the Old-and-Ncw day. 

Ph. And is there such a day as Old-and-Ncw ? 

St. Yes: that’s the day they mean to stake their 
gages. 

Ph, They’ll lose them if they stake them. What! 
do you think 

That one day can be two days, both together ? 

St. Why, can’t it be so ? 

Ph. Surely not ; or else 

A woman might at once be old and young. 

St. Still, the law says so. 

Ph. True: but I believe 

They don’t quite understand it. 

St. You explain it. 

Ph. Old Solon had a democratic turn. 

St. Well, but that’s nothing to the Old-and-New. 
Ph. Hence then he fixed that summonses be issued 
For these two days, the old one and the new one, 

So that the gage bti staked on the New-month. 

St. What made him add “the old” then ? 

Ph. I will tell you. 

He wished the litigants to meet on that day 
And compromise their quarrels: if they could not. 
Then let them fight it out on the New-month. 

St. Why then do Magistrates receive the stakes 
On the Old-and-New instead of the New-month? 
Ph. Well, I believe they act like the Foretasters. 
They wish to bag the gage as soon as possible, 

And thus they gain a whole day’s foretaste of it. 

St. Aha! poor dupes, why sit ye mooning there. 
Game for us Artful Dodgers, you dull stones, 

You ciphers, lambkins, butts piled up together! 

Oh! my success inspires me, and I’ll sing 
Glad eulogies on me and thee, my son. 

“Man, most blessed, most divine, 

What a wondrous wit is thine. 

What a son to grace thy line,” 

Friends and neighbours day by day 
Thus will say, 

When with envious eyes my suits they see you win: 
But first I’ll feast you, so come in, my son, come in. 

Enter pasias^ and his witness. 
Pasias. What! must a man lose his own property! 
No: never, never. Better have refused 
With a bold face, tlian be so plagued as this. 

Sec! to get paid my own just debts. I’m forced 
To drag you to bear witness, and what’s worse 
I needs must quarrel with my townsman here. 

Well, I won’t shame my country, while I live, 
ril go to law. I’ll summon him. 

St. {entering) Hallo! 

Pa. To the next Old-and-New. 
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St. Bear witness, all! 

He named two days. You’ll summon me; what for? 
Pa. The fifty pounds I lent you when you bought 
That iron-grey. 

St. fust listen to the fellow! 

The whole world knows that I detest all horses. 

Pa. I swear you swore by all the Gods to pay me. 

St. Well, now I swear I won’t: Pheidippidcs 
Has learnt since then the unanswerable Logic. 

Pa. And will you therefore shirk my just demand ? 
St. Of course I will: else why should he have 
learnt it ? 

Pa. And will you dare forswear it by the Gods ? 

St. The Gods indeed ! What Gods ? 

Pa. Poseidon, Hermes, Zeus. 

St. By Zeus I would. 

Though I gave twopence halfpenny for the privilege. 
Pa. O then confound you for a shameless rogue! 

St. Hallo! this butt should be rubbed down with 
salt. 

Pa. Zounds I you deride me ! 

St. Why ’twill hold four gallons. 

Pa. You ’scape me not, by Mighty Zeus, and all 
The Gcxisl 

St. I wonderfully like the Gods; 

An oath by Zeus is sport to knowing ones. 

Pa. Sooner or later you’ll repent of this. 

Come do you mean to pay your debts or don’t you ? 
Tell me, and I’ll be off. 

St. Now do have patience; 

I’ll give you a clear answer in one moment. 

Pa. What do you think he’ll do ? 

Witness. I think he’ll pay you. 

St. Where is tliat horrid dun? O here: now tell 
me 

What you call this. 

Pa. What I call that ? a trough. 

St. Heavens! what a fool: and doyoM want your 
money ? 

I’d never pay one penny to a fellow 
Who calls my troughless, trough. So there’s your 
answer. 

Pa. Then you won’t pay me ? 

St. No, not if I know it. 

Come put your best foot forward, and be off: 

March off, I say, this instant! 

Pa. May I die 

If I don’t go at once and stake my gage! 

Exit. 

St. No don’t : the fifty pounds are loss enough : 
And really on my word I would not wish you 
To lose this too just for one silly blunder. 

Enter amynias.* 

Amynias. Ah me! Oh! Oh! Oh! 

St. Hallo! who’s that making that horrible noise ? 
Not one of Carcinus’ snivelling Gods ? 

Am. Who cares to know what lam? what imports 
it? 

An ill-starred man. 

St. Then keep it to yourself. 
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Am, “O heavy fate!” “O Fortune, thou hast 
broken 

My chariot wheclsl” “Thou hast undone me, Pallas!” 
St, How! has Tlepolemus been at you, man ? 

Am. Jeer me not, friend, but tell your worthy son 
To pay me back the money which I lent him: 

I’m in a bad way and the times are pressing. 

St, What money do you mean ? 

Am, Why what he borrowed. 

St. You are in a bad way, I really think. 

Am. Driving my four-wheel out I fell, by Zeus. 

St. You rave as if you’d fall’n times out-of-mind. 
Am. I rave? how so? I only claim my own. 

St. You can’t be quite right, surely. 

Am. Why, what mean you ? 

St. I shrewdly guess your brain’s received a shake. 
Am. I shrewdly guess that you’ll receive a sum- 
mons 

If you don’t pay my money. 

St. Well, then, tell me. 

Which theory do you side with, that the rain 
Falls fresh each time, or that the Sun draws back 
The same old rain, and sends it down again ? 

Am. I’m very sure I neither know nor care. 

St. Not care! good heavens! and do you claim 
your money, 

So unenlightened in the Laws of Nature ? 

Am. If you’re hard up then, pay me back the In- 
terest 
At least. 

St. Int-er-est ? what kind of a beast is that ? 

Am. What else than day by day and month by 
month 

Larger and larger still the silver grows 
As time sweeps by ? 

St. Finely and nobly said. 

What then ! think you the Sea is larger now 
Than ’twas last year ? 

Am. No surely, ’tis no larger : 

It is not right it should be. 

St. And do you then. 

Insatiable grasper! when the Sea, 

Receiving all these Rivers, grows no larger. 

Do you desire your silver to grow larger ? 

Come now, you prosecute your journey off! 

Here, fetch the whip. 

Am. Bear witness, I appeal. 

St. Be off! what, won’t you? Gee up, sigma- 
brand! 

Am. I say ! a clear assault! 

St. You won’t be off? 

I’ll stimulate you; Zeus! I’ll goad your haunches. 

Exit AMYNIAS. 

Aha ! you run: I thought I’d stir you up 

You and your phaetons, and wheels, and all ! Exit. 

Chorus 

What a thing it is to long for matters which are 
wrong! 

For you see how this old man 
Is seeking, if he can 
His creditors trepan: 

And I confidently say 


That he will this very day 
Such a blow 

Amid his prosperous cheats receive, 

that he will deeply deeply grieve. 


For I think that he has won what he wanted for his 
son. 

And the lad has learned the way 
All justice to gainsay. 

Be it what or where it may: 

That he’ll trump up any tale. 

Right or wrong, and so prevail. 

This I know. 

Yea! and perchance the time will come 

when he shall wish his son were ejumb. 

STREPSIADES and PHEiniPlflDES. 

St. Oh! Oh! A 

Help! Murder! Help! O neighbours, kinsfolk, toKvns- 
men, \ 

Help, one and all, against this base assault, \ 

Ah ! Ah ! my cheek ! my head ! O luckless me ! \ 

Wretch ! do you strike your father ? 


Ph. Yes, Papa. 

St. See ! Sec ! he owns he struck me. 

Ph. To be sure. 

St. Scoundrel ! and parricide ! and house-breaker ! 
Ph. Thank you : go on, go on : do please go on. 

I am quite delighted to be called such names! 

St. O probed Adulterer. 


Ph. Roses from your lips. > 

St. Strike you your father ? 

Ph. O dear yes: what’s more. 

I’ll prove I struck you justly. 

St. Struck me j ustly ! 

Villain ! how can you strike a father justly ? 

Ph. Yes, and I’ll demonstrate it, if you please. 

St. Demonstrate this? 


Ph. O yes, quite easily. 

Come, take your choice, which Logic do you choose ? 
St. Which what ? 

Ph. Logic : the Better or the Worse ? 

St. Ah, then, in very truth I’ve had you taught 
To reason down all Justice, if you think 
You can prove this, that it is just and right 
That fathers should be beaten by their sons! 

Ph. Well, well, I think I’ll prove it, if you’ll listen. 
So that even you won’t have one word to answer. 

St. Come, I should lik^ to hear what you’ve to say. 
Ch. ’Tis yours, old man, some method to contrive 
This fight to win: 

He would not without arms wherewith to strive 
So bold have been. 

He knows, be sure, whereon to trust. 

His eager bearing proves he must. 

So come and tell us from what cause 

this sad dispute began; 
Come, tell us how it first arose: 

do tell us if you can. 
St. Well from the very first I will 

the whole contention show: 
’Twas when I went into the house 

to feast him, as you know. 
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I bade him bring his lyre and sing, 

the supper to adorn, 

Some lay of old Simonides, 

as, how the Ram was shorn: 
But he replied, to sing at meals 

was coarse and obsolete; 
Like some old beldame humming airs 

the while she grinds her wheat. 
Ph, And should you not be thrashed who told 

your son, from food abstaining 
To sing! as though you were, forsooth 

cicalas entertaining. 
Su You hear him I so he said just now 

or e’er high words began: 
And next he called Simonides 

a very sorry man. 

And when I heard him, I could scarce 

my rising wrath command; 
Yet so I did, and him I bid 

take myrtle in his hand 
And chant some lines from Aeschylus, 

but he replied with ire, 
“Believe me, Fm not one of those 

who Aeschylus admire. 
That rough, unpolished, turgid bard, 

that mouther of bombast!” 
When he said this, my heart began 

to heave extremely fast; 
Yet still I kept my passion down, 

and said, “Then prithee you. 
Sing one of those new-fangled songs 

which modern striplings do.” 
And he began the shameful tale 

Euripides has told 

How a brother and a sister lived 

incestuous lives of old. 
Then, then I could no more restrain, 

but first I must confess 
With strong abuse I loaded him, 

and so, as you may guess. 
We stormed and bandied threat for threat: 

till out at last he flew. 
And smashed and thrashed and thumped and bumped 
and bruised me black and blue. 
Ph, And rightly too, who coolly dared 

Euripides to blame. 

Most sapient bard. 

St, Most sapient bard! 

you, what’s your fitting name.? 
Ah! but he’ll pummel me again. 

Ph, He will: and justly too. 

St, What ! j ustly , heartless villain 1 when 

’twas I who nurtured you, 
I knew your little lisping ways, 

how soon, you’d hardly think. 
If you cried “bred” I guessed your wants, 

and used to give you drink: 
If you said “mamm!” I fetched you bread 

with fond discernment true. 
And you could hardly say “Caeca!” 

when through the door I flew 
And held you out a full arm’s length 

your little needs to do : 


But now when I was crying 
That I with pain was dying, 

You brute! you would not tarry 
Me out of doors to carry. 

But choking with despair 
I’ve been and done it there. 

Ch, Sure all young hearts are palpitating now 
To hear him plead, 

Since if those lips with artful words avow 
The daring deed. 

And once a fiivouring verdict win, 

A fig for every old man’s skin. 

0 thou! who rakest up new thoughts 

with daring hands profane. 
Try all you can, ingenious man, 

that verdict to obtain. 
Ph, How sweet it is these novel arts, 

these clever words to know. 
And have the power established rules 

and laws to overthrow. 
Why in old times when horses were 

my sole delight, ’twas wonder 
If I could say a dozen words 

without some awful blunder! 
But now that he has made me quit 

that reckless mode of living, 
And I have been to subtle thoughts 

ray whole attention giving, 

1 hope to prove by logic strict 

’tis right to beat my father. 
St, O! buy your horses back, by Zeus, 

since 1 would ten times rather 
Have to support a four-in-hand, 

so I be struck no more. 
Ph, Peace. I will now resume the thread 

where I broke off before. 
And first I ask: when I was young, 

did you not strike me then ? 
St, Yea : for I loved and cherished you. 

Ph, Well, solve me this again, 

Is it not just that I your son 

should cherish you alike, 
And strike you, since, as you observe, 

to cherish means to strike? 
What! must my body needs be scourged 

and pounded black and blue 
And yours be scathlcss ? was not I 

as much freeborn as you ? 
“Children arc whipped, and shall not sires be 
whipped ?” 

Perhaps you’ll urge that children’s minds 

alone are taught by blows:— 
Well: Age is Second Childhood then: 

that everybody knows. 
And as by old experience Age 

should guide its steps more clearly. 
So when they err, they surely should 

be punished more severely. 
St, But Law goes everywhere for me : 

deny it, if you can. 

Ph, Well was not he who made the law, 

a man, a mortal man, 

As you or I, who in old times 
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talked over all the crowd ? 
And think you that to you or me 

the same is not allowed. 
To change it, so that sons by blows 

should keep their fathers steady ? 
Still, we’ll be liberal, and blows 

which we’ve received already 
We will forget, we’ll have no cx- 

post'facto legislation. 
— Look at the game-cocks, look at all 

the animal creation. 
Do not they beat their parents ? Aye: 

I say then, that in fact 
They are as we, except that they 

no special laws enact. 
St. Why don’t you then, if always where 

the game-cock leads you follow. 
Ascend your perch to roost at night, 

and dirt and ordure swallow ? 
Ph. The case is different there, old man, 

as Socrates would see. 

St. Well then you’ll blame yourself at last, 

if you keep striking me. 

Ph. How so? 

St. Why, if it’s right for me to punish you my son. 
You can, if you have got one, yours. 

Ph. Aye, but suppose I’ve none. 

Then having gulled me you will die, 

while I’ve been flogged in vain. 
St. Good friends! I really think he has 

some reason to complain. 
I must concede he has put the case 

in quite a novel light: 
I really think we should be flogged 

unless we act aright I 

Ph. Look to a fresh idea then. 

St. He’ll be my death I vow. 

Ph. Yet then perhaps you will not grudge 

ev’n what you suffer now. 
St. How 1 will you make me like the blows 

which I’ve received to-day ? 
Ph. Yes, for I’ll beat my mother too. 

St. What! What is that you say! 

Why, this is worse than all. 

Ph. But what, if as I proved the other, 

By the same Logic I can prove 

’tis right to beat my mother ? 
St. Aye I what indeed I if this you plead. 

If this you think to win. 

Why then, for all I care, you may 
To the Accursed Pit convey 
Yourself with all your learning new, 

Your master, and your Logic too. 

And tumble headlong in. 

O Clouds! O Clouds! I owe all this to you! 

Why did I let you manage my affairs! 

Ch. Nay, nay, old man, you owe it to yourself. 
Why didst thou turn to wicked practices ? 

St. Ah, but ye should have asked me that before, 
And not have spurred a poor old fool to evil. 

Ch. Such is our plan. We find a man 
On evil thoughts intent. 


Guide him along to shame and wrong, 

Then leave him to repent. 

St. Hard words, alas! yet not more hard than just. 
It was not right unfairly to keep back 
The money that I borrowed. Come, my darling, 
Come and destroy that filthy Chaerephon 
And Socrates; for they’ve deceived us both! 

Ph. No. I will lift no hand against my Tutors. 

St. Yes do, come, reverence Paternal Zeus. 

Ph. Look there! Paternal Zeus! what an old fool. 

Is there a Zeus ? 

St. There is, 

Ph. There is no Zeus. 

Young Vortex reigns, and he has turned out Zeus. 

St. No Vortex reigns : that was my foolish thought 
All through this vortex here. Fool that I was, j 
To think a piece of earthenware a God. 1 

Ph. Well, rave away, talk nonsense to yourself, feriir, 
St. Oh ! fool, fool, fool, how mad I must have been 
To cast away the Gods, for Socrates. \ 

Yet Hermes, gracious Hermes, be not angry 
Nor crush me utterly, but look with mercy 
On faults to which his idle talk hath led me. 

And lend thy counsel; tell me, had I better 
Plague them with lawsuits, or how else annoy them. 

{Affects to listen.) 

Good : your advice is good : I’ll have no lawsuits, 

I’ll goat once and set their house on fire. 

The prating rascals. Here, here, Xanthias, 

Quick, quick here, bring your ladder and your 
pitchfork. 

Climb to the roof of their vile thinking-house, 

Dig at their tiles, dig stoutly, an’ thou lovest me. 
Tumble the very house about their ears. 

And someone fetch me here a lighted torch, 

And I’ll soon see if, boasters as they are, 

They won’t repent of what they’ve done to me. 
ist Student {within). O dear! O dear! 

St. Now, now, my torch, send out a lusty flame. 
\st Stu. {within) Man! what are you at there ? 

St. What am I at ? I’ll tell you. 

I’m splitting straws with your house-rafters here. 
2nd Stu. {within) Oh me! who’s been and set our 
house on fire ? 

St. Who was it, think you, that you stole the 
cloak from ? 

yd Stu. {within) O Murder! Murder! 

St. That’s the very thing. 

Unless this pick prove traitor to my hopes. 

Or I fall down, and break my blessed neck. 

So. {at the window) Hallo! what are you at, up on 
our roof? 

St. I walk on air, and contemplate the Sun. 

So. O ! I shall suffocate. O dear ! O dear! 
Chaerephon. And I, poor devil, shall be burnt to 
death. 

St. For with what aim did ye insult the Gods, 
And pry around the dwellings of the Moon ? 

Strike, smite them, spare them not, for many reasons, 
But most because they have blasphemed the Gods! 

Ch. Lead out of the way: for I think we may say 
We have acted our part very fairly to-day. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


SosiAs, servant of Philocleon 
Xanthias, servant of Philocleon 
Philocleon 

Bdelycleon, son of Philocleon 
Boys 


Curs 
A Guest 
A Baking'Girl 
A Complainant 
Chorus op Wasps 


The play opens with a dialogue between two 
drowsy slaves who have been keeping guard all 
night before an Athenian house. It is still dark^ 
but the day is at hand, 

Sosias. You ill-starred Xanthias, what’s the matter 
now? 

Xanthias. The nightly watch I’m studying to 
relieve. 

So. Why then, your ribs will have a score against 
you. 

Do you forget what sort of beast we’re guarding ? 

Xa. No, but I’d fain just drowse dull care away. 

So. Well, try your luck : for I too feel a sort 
Of drowsy sweetness settling o’er my eyes. 

Xa. Sure you’re a maniac or a Corybant. 

So. {producing a wine flask) Nay ’tis a sleep from 
great Sabazius holds me. 

Xa. {producing another) Aha! and I’m your fellow- 
votary there. 

My lids too felt just now the fierce assault 
Of a strong Median nod-compelling sleep. 

And then I dreamed a dream; such a strange dream! 
5o. And so did I : the strangest e’er I heard of. 

But tell yours first. 

Xa. Methought a monstrous eagle 

Came flying towards the market-place, and there 
Seized in its claws a wriggling brassy shield. 

And bore it up in triumph to the sky, 

And then — Cleonymus fled off and dropped it. 

So. Why then, Cleonymus is quite a riddle. 

Xa. How so? 

So. A man will ask his boon companions, 

“What is that brute which throws away its shield 
Alike in air, in ocean, in the field ?’’ 

Xa. O what mishap awaits me, that have seen 
So strange a vision ? 

So. Take it not to heart, 

’Twill be no harm, I swear it by the Gods. 

Xa. No harm to see a man throw off his shield I 
But now tell yours. 

So. Ah, mine’s a big one, mine is; 

About the whole great vessel of the state. 

Xa. Tell us at once the keel of the affair. 

So. *Twas in my earliest sleep methought I saw 
A flock of sheep assembled in the Pnyx, 

Sitting close-packed, with little cloaks and staves; 


Then to these sheep I heard, or seemed to hear 
An all-reccpiive grampus holding forth 
In tone and accents like a scalded pig. 

Xa. PheughI 
So. Eh? 

Xa. Stop, stop, don’t tell us any more. 

Your dream smells horribly of putrid hides. 

So. Then the vile grampus, scales in hand, 
weighed out 
Bits of fat beef, cut up. 

Xa. Woe worth the day! 

He means to cut our city up in bits. 

So. Methought beside him, on the ground, I saw 
Theorus seated, with a raven’s head. 

Then Alcibiades lisped out to me, 

“Cwemark! Theoewus has a ewaven’s hcad.’^ 

Xa. Well lisped! and rightly, Alcibiades! 

So. But is this not ill-omened, that a man 
1 urn to a crow ? 

Xa. Nay, excellent. 

So. How ? 

Xa. Howl 

Being a man he straight becomes a crow: 

Is it not obvious to conjecture that 
He’s going to leave us, going to the crows? 

So. Shall I not pay two obols then, and hire 
One who so cleverly interprets dreams ? 

Xa. Come, let me tell the story to the audience 
With just these few remarks, by way of preface. 
Expect not from us something mighty grand. 

Nor yet some mirth purloined from Mcgara. 

We have no brace of servants here, to scatter 
Nuts from their basket out among the audience, 

No Heracles defrauded of his supper, 

Nor yet Euripides besmirched again; 

No, nor though Cleon shine, by fortune’s favour, 
Will we to mincemeat chop the man again. 

Ours is a little tale, with meaning in it. 

Not too refined and exquisite for you. 

Yet wittier far than vulgar comedy. 

You see that great big man, the man asleep 
Up on the roof, aloft : well, that’s our master. 

He keeps his father here, shut up within, 

And bids us guard him that he stir not out. 

For he, the father, has a strange disease. 

Which none of you will know, or yet conjecture, 
Unless we tell : else, if you think so, guess. 
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Amynias there, the son of Pronapes, 

Says he’s a dice-lover: but he’s quite out. 

So, Ah, he conjectures from his own disease. 

Xa, Nay, but the word does really end with -lover. 
Then Sosias here observes to Dercylus, 

That *tis a drin1{Ao\ti. 

So, Confound it, no: 

That’s the disease of honest gentlemen. 

Xa, Then next, Nicostratus of Scambon says. 

It is a sacrifice- or stranger-lover. 

So, What, like Philoxenus ? No, by the dog, 

Not quite so lewd, Nicostratus, as that. 

Xa, Come, you waste words: you’ll never find it 
out. 

So all keep silence if you want to know. 

I’ll tell you the disease old master has. 

He is a lawcourtAov^x^ no man like him. 

Judging is what he dotes on, and he weeps 
Unless he sit on the front bench of all. 

At night he gets no sleep, no, not one grain. 

Or if he doze the tiniest speck, his soul 
Flutters in dreams around the water-clock. 

So used he is to holding votes, he wakes 
With thumb and first two fingers closed, as one 
That offers incense on a new moon’s day. 

If on a gate is written “Lovely Demus,’’ 

Meaning the son of Pyrilamp, he goes 
And writes beside it “Lovely Verdict-box.” 

The cock which crew from eventide, he said, 

Was tampered with, he knew, to call him late. 
Bribed by officials whose accounts were due. 

Supper scarce done, he clamours for his shoes, 
Hurries ere daybreak to the Court, and sleeps 
Stuck like a limpet to the doorpost there. 

So sour he is, the long condemning line 
He marks for all, then homeward like a bee 
Laden with wax beneath his finger-nails. 

Lest he lack votes, he keeps, to judge withal, 

A private pebble-beach secure within. 

Such is his frenzy, and the more you chide him 
The more he judges; so with bolts and bars 
We guard him straitly that he stir not out. 

For ill the young man brooks his sire’s disease. 

And first he tried by soft emollient words 
To win him over, not to don the cloak 
Or walk abroad : but never a jot he yielded. 

He washed and purged him then : but never a jot. 

A Corybant next he made him, but old master, 
Timbrel and all, into the New Court bursts 
And there sits judging. So when these rites failed. 
We cross the Strait, and, in Acgina, place him, 

To sleep the night inside Asclepius’ temple: 

Lol with the dawn he stands at the Court rails I 
Then, after that, we let him out no more. 

But he I he dodged along the pipes and gutters. 

And so made off: we block up every cranny. 
Stopping and stuffing them with clouts of rag: 
Quick he drove pegs into the wall, and clambered 
Up like an old jackdaw, and so hopped out. 

Now then, we compass all the house with nets, 
Spreading them round, and mew him safe within. 
Weil, sirs, Philocleon is the old man’s name; 


Ay trulv; and the son’s, Bdelycleon; 

A wondrous high-and-mighty mannered man. 
Bdelycleon, {from the roof) Xanthiasand SosiasI 
are ye fast asleep? 

Xa. O dear I 

So, What now? 

Xa, Bdelycleon is up. 

Bd, One of you two run hither instantly. 

For now my father’s got into the kitchen, 

Scurrying, mouselike, somewhere. Mind he don’t 
Slip through the hole for turning off the water. 

And you, keep pressing at the door. 

So, Ay, ay, sir. 

Bd. O heavens! what’s that ? what makes the 
chimney rumble? 

Hallo, sir I who afe you ? j 

Philocleon. {in the chimney) I’m smoke escapinje. 

Bd. Smoke ? of what wo^ ? T 

Ph. I’m of the fig-tree paWl. 

Bd. Ay, and there’s no more stinging smoke ihVn 
that. \ 

Come, trundle back: what, won’t you ? where’s \ 
the board ? 

In with you! nay. I’ll clap this log on too. 

There now, invent some other stratagem. 

But I’m the wretchedest man that ever was; 

They’ll call me now the son of Chimney-smoked. 

So. He’s at the door now, pushing. 

Bd. Press it back then 

With all your force: I’m coming there directly. 

And O be careful of the bolt and bar. 

And mind he docs not nibble off the door-pin. 

Ph. {within) Let me out, villains! let me out to 
judge. 

What, shall Dracontidcs escape unpunished! 

Bd. What if he should? 

Ph. Why once, when I consulted 

The Delphian oracle, the God replied. 

That I should wither if a man escaped me. 

Bd. Apollo shield us, what a prophecy! 

Ph. O let me out, or I shall burst, I shall. 

Bd. No, by Poseidon! no, Philocleon, never! 

Ph. O then by Zeus I’ll nibble through the net. 
Bd. You’ve got no teeth, my beauty. 

Ph. Fire and fury! 

How shall I slay thee, how ? Give me a sword. 

Quick, quick, or else a damage-cessing tablet. 

Bd. Hang it, he meditates some dreadful deed. 

Ph. O no, I don’t : I only want to take 
And sell the donkey and his panniers too. 

’Tis the new moon to-day. 

Bd. And if it is, 

Cannot I sell them? 

Ph. Not so well as I. 

Bd. No, but much better: drive the donkey out. 
Xa. How well and craftily he dropped the bait 
To make you let him through. 

Bd. But he caught nothing 

That haul at least, for I perceived the trick. 

But I will in, and fetch the donkey out. 

No, no; he s^n’t come slipping through again. 
{G^donl(^.) 
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Donkey, why grieve ? at being sold to-day ? 

Gee up! why grunt and groan, unless you carry 
Some new Odysseus there ? 

Xa. And, in good truth, 

Here wa fellow clinging on beneath. 

Bd. Who? where? 

Xa, Why, here. 

Bd, Why, what in the world is this ? 

Who arc you, sirrah? 

Ph, Noman I, by Zeus. 

Bd, Wherefrom? 

Ph, From Itliaca, son of Runaway. 

Bd. Noman I promise to no good you’ll be. 

Drag him out there from under. O the villain. 

The place he had crept to! Now he seems to me 
The very image of a sompnour’s foal. 

Ph. Come now, hands off : or you and I shall fight. 
Bd. Fight! what about? 

Ph. About a donkey’s shadow. 

Bd, You’re a born bad one, with your tricks and 
fetches. 

Ph. Bad ! O my gracious! then you don’t know yet 
How good I am : but wait until you taste 
The seasoned paunchlct of a prime old judge. 

Bd. Get along in, you and your donkey too. 

Ph. O help me, fcllow-dicasts: help me, Cleon! 

Bd. Bellow within there when the door is shut. 
Now pile a heap of stones against the door, 

And shoot the door-pin home into the bar. 

And heave the beam athwart it, and roll up. 

Quick, the great mortar- block. 

So. (starting) Save us! what’s that? 

Whence fell that clod of dirt upon my head ? 

Xa. Belike some mouse dislodged it from above. 
So. A mouse ? O, no, a rafter-haunting dicast. 
Wriggling about behind the tiling there. 

Bd. Good lack! the man is changing to a sparrow 
Sure he’ll fly oflT: where, where’s the casting-net ? 
Shoo! shoo there!shoo! ’Fore Zeus, ’twerc easier work 
To guard Scione than a sire like this. 

So. Well but at last we have fairly scared him in. 
He can’t slip out, he can’t elude us now, 

So why not slumber j ust a— j ust a— drop ? 

Bd. Slumber, you rogue! when in a little while 
His fellow- justices will come this way 
Calling him up. 

So. Why sir, ’tis twilight yet. 

Bd. Wliy then, by Zeus, they are very late to-day. 
Soon after midnight is their usual time 
To come here, carrying lights, and warbling tunes 
Swcet-charming-old-Sidono-Phrynich^an 
Wherewith they call him out. 

So. And if they come. 

Had we not better pelt them with some stones ? 

Bd. Pelt them, you rogue ! you might as well provoke 
A nest of wasps as anger these old men. 

Each wears beside his loins a deadly sting. 
Wherewith they smite, and on with yells and cries 
They leap, and strike at you, like sparks of fire. 

So. Tut, never trouble, give me but some stones, 
rU chase the biggest wasps-nest of them all. 

Enter CHORUS of wasps. 


Chorus. Step out, step out, my comrades stout: 

no loitering, Comias, pound along. 
You’re shirking now, you used, I vow, 

to pull as tough as leathern thong. 
Yet now, with case, Charinades 

can walk a brisker pace than you. 
Ho! Strymodore of ConthyR, 

the best of all our dicast crew. 
Has old Euergidcs appeared, 

and Chabes too from Phlya, pray ? 
Ah! here it strains, the poor remains, 

alas! alas! alack the day. 
Of that mad set, I mind it yet, 

when once we paced our nightly round, 
In years gone by, both you and I, 

along Byzantium’s wall, and found 
And stole away the baker’s tray, 

and sliced it up, and chopped it well, 
A merry blaze therewith to raise, 

and so we cooked our pimpernel. 
On, on again, with might and main: 

for Laches’ turn is come to-day: 
Quick, look alive, a splendid hive 

of wealth the fellow’s got, they say. 
And Cleon too, our patron true, 

enjoined us each betimes to bring 
Of anger sore an ample store, 

a good three days’ provisioning: 
On all the man’s unrighteous plans 

a vengeance well-deserved to take. 
Come, every dear and tried compeer, 

come, quickly come, ere morning break. 
And as you go, be sure you throw 

the light around on every side; 
Lest somewhere nigh a stone may lie, 

and we therefrom be damnified. 
Boy. O father, father, here’s some mud! 

look sharp or in you’ll go. 
Ch. Pick up a stick, and trim the wick, 

a better light to show. 
Boy. Nay, father, with my finger, thus, 

I choose to trim the lamp. 
Ch. How dare you rout the wick about, 

you little wasteful scamp. 
And that with oil so scarce ? but no, 

it don’t disturb quiet, 
However dear the oil may be, 

when I have got to buy it. 
Boy. If with your knuckles once again 

you ’monish us, I swear 
We’ll douse the light, and take to flight, 

and leave you floundering there. 
Then wading on without the lamp 

in darkness, I’ll be bound 
You’ll stir and splash the mud about, 

like snipes in marshy ground. 

Chorus 

Ah, greater men than you, my boy, 

’tis often mine to beat. 
But, bless me, this is filth indeed 

I feel beneath my feet: 
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Ay, and within four days from this, 

or sooner, it is plain, 
God will send down upon our town 

a fresh supply of rain : 
So dense and thick around the wick 

these thieves collect and gather. 
And that’s, as everybody knows, 

a sign of heavy weather. 
Well, well, *tis useful for the fruits, 

and all the backward trees. 
To have a timely fall of rain, 

and eke a good North breeze. 
But how is this ? Our friend not here! 

how comes it he’s so slack ? 
By Zeus, he never used to be 

at all a hangcr-back. 
He always marched before us all, 

on legal cares intent. 
And some old tune of Phrynichus 

he warbled as he went. 
O he’s a wonder for the songs! 

Come, comrades, one and all. 
Come stand around the house, and sing, 

its master forth to call. 
If once he hears me tuning up, 

I know it won’t be long 
Before he comes creep, creeping out, 

from pleasure at the song. 

How is it our friend is not here to receive us ? 

Why comes he not forth from his dwelling? 

Can it be that he’s had the misfortune to lose 
His one pair of shoes; 

Or striking his toe in the dark, by the grievous 
Contusion is lamed, and his ankle inflamed ? 

Or his groin has, it may be, a swelling. 

He of us all, I ween. 

Was evermore the austerest, and most keen. 

Alone no prayers he heeded : 

Whene’er for grace they pleaded. 

He bent (like this) his head, 

“You cook a stone,’’ he said. 

Is it all of that yesterday’s man who cajoled us. 

And slipped through our hands, the deceiver 
Pretending a lover of Athens to be. 

Pretending that he 

Was the first, of the Samian rebellion that told us? 
Our friend may be sick with disgust at the trick. 
And be now lying ill of a fever. 

That would be like him quite. 

But now up, up, nor gnaw your soul with spite 
There comes a traitor base, 

A wealthy rogue from Thrace. 

Safe in our toils we’ve got him. 

Up, up, old friend, and pot him! 

On with you, boy, on with you. 

Boy, Father, if a boon I pray. 

Will you grant it, father, eh? 

Ch, Certainly I will, my son. 
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Tell me what you’d have me buy 
Dibs, my son ? Hey, my son ? 

Dibs it is, undoubtedly. 

Boy, Dibs, my father! No, my father! 

Figs! for they are sweeter far. 

Ch, Y ou be hanged first : yet you shall not 

Have them, monkey, when you are. 

Boy, Then, my father, woe betide you! 

Not another step I’ll guide you. 
Ch, Is it not enough that I 

With this paltry pay must buy 
Fuel, bread, and sauce for three? 

Must I needs buy figs for thee! 

Boy, Father, if the Archon say 

That the Court won’t sit to-day. 

Tell me truly, father mine, ( 

Have we wherewithal to dine? 

O my father, should not we 
Then in “Straits of Hclle’’ be? 

Ch. Out upon it! out upon it! \ 

Then, indeed, I should not know \ 

For a little bit of supper 
Whither in this world to go. 

Boy, Why, my mother, didst thou breed me, 

giving nothing else to feed me. 
But a store of legal woe ? 

Ch, Empty scrip! O empty show, 

Bootless, fruitless ornament! 

Boy, O ! O ! woe ! woe ! 

Ours to sorrow and lament. 

Ph, (appearing above') Long my reins have been 
stirred, 

Long through chinks have I heard. 

Heard your voices below. 

Vain my efforts to sing. 

These forbid me to go. 

Vainly my sad heart yearns. 

Yearns to be marching with you. 

On to the judgement urns. 

There some mischief to do. 

O change to smoke by a lightning stroke, 

Dread- thundering Zeus! this body of mine. 

Till I’m like Proxenides, like the son 
Of Sellus, that false tree- vine. 

O Sovereign, pity my woeful lot. 

Vouchsafe to grant me my heart’s desire. 

Fry me in dust with a glittering, hot. 

Red bolt of celestial fire. 

Then take me up with thy hand divine. 

And puff me, and plunge me in scalding brine. 

Or turn me into the stone, whereon 
They count the votes when the trial is done. 

Ch. Who is he that thus detains you ? 

Who with bolted door restrains you ? 

Tell us, you will speak to friends. 

Ph, ’Tis my son, but don’t be bawling; 

for he’s slumbering now at ease 
There, upon the roof before you: 

drop your tone a little, please. 
Ch, What’s his object, idle trifler, 

that he does such things as these ? 
What’s the motive he pretends ? 
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Ph. He will let me do no mischief, 

and no more a lawsuit try. 
True it is he’ll feast and pet me, 

but with that I won’t comply. 
Ch, This the Demagogclcon blared 
Out against you, since you dared 
Truth about the fleet to show. 

He must be involved, I sec. 

In some dark conspiracy. 

Else he durst not use you so. 

It is time some meansof escape to find, 

some novel, ingenious plan, that so, 
Unseen of your son, you may get you down, 

alighting in safety here below. 
Ph. O what shall it be ? consider it ye! 

I’m ready to do whatever is planned: 
So sorely I’m longing a circuit to go, 
through the lists of the Court, with a vote in my 
hand. 

Ch. Can you find no cranny or secret run, 

through which, from within, your path to urge. 
And then like wily Odysseus, here, 

disguised in tatters and rags, emerge 
Ph. Each cranny is barred : there’s never a run, 
thro’ which though it were but a midge could 
squeeze. 

You must think, if you can, of a likelier plan: 

I can’t run out like a run net cheese. 
Ch. O don’t you remember the old campaign, 
when you stole the spit, and let yourself down. 
And away by the side of the wall you hied ? 

’Twas when we had captured Naxos town. 
Ph. Ah, well I remember! but what of that ? 

it is quite another affair to-day. 
For then I was young, and then I could steal, 

and over myself I possessed full sway. 
And then none guarded my steps, but I 
Was free, wherever I chose, to fly; 

Whilst now, in every alley and street. 
Armed men with arms are stationed about, 
Watching with care that I steal not out. 
And there at the gate you may sec those 
two 

Waiting with spits to spit me through. 

Like a cat that is running away with the 
meat. 

Ch. Well but now be quickly shaping 
Some contrivance for escaping; 

Morning breaks, my honey-bee. 

Ph. Then the best that I can think of, 

is to gnaw these meshes through. 
May Dictynna, queen of hunters, 

pardon me the deed I do. 
Ch. Spoken like a man whose efforts 

will salvation’s goal ensue. 
Ply your jaw then lustily. 

Ph. There, I’ve gnawn them through completely 
—Ah! but do not raise a shout. 
We must use the greatest caution, 

lest Bdelycleon find us out. 
Ch, Fear not : fear not : if he speak. 

He shall gnaw his heart, and seek 
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For his life to run amain. 

We will quickly make him learn 
Nevermore again to spurn 
Th’ holy statutes of the Twain. 

So now to the window lash the cord, 

and twine it securely your limbs around. 
With all Diopcithes fill your soul, 

then let yourself cleverly down to the ground. 
Ph. But suppose they catch me suspended here, 

and hoist me up by the line again. 
And angle me into the house once more, 

say what ye will do to deliver me then. 
Ch. Our hearts of oak we’ll summon to aid, 

and all give battle at once for you. 
’Twere vain to attempt to detain you more: 

such wonderful feats wc are going to do. 
Ph. This then will I do, confiding in you: 

and if anything happens to me, I implore 
That you take me up and bewail my fate, 

and bury me under the court-house floor. 
Ch. O nothing, nothing will happen to you : 

keep up, old comrade, your heart and hope; 
First breathe a prayer to your father’s gods: 

then let yourself down by the trusty rope. 
Ph. O Lycus, neighbour and hero and lord 1 

thou lovest the selfsame pleasures as I; 
Day after day we both enjoy 

the suppliant’s tears and his wailing cry. 
Thou earnest here thine abode to fix, 

on purpose to listen to sounds so sweet, 
The only hero of all that deigns 

by the mourner’s side to assume his seat: 
O pity thine old familiar friend: 

O save me and succour me. Power Divine I 
And never again will 1 do my needs 

by the osier matting that guards thy shrine. 
Bd. Get up, get up. 

BDELYCLEON Suddenly reappears and wafys up 
the slumbering slaves. 

So. Why, what’s in the wind .? 

Bd. Some voice seems circling me round and round. 
So. Is the old man slipping away thro’ a hole ? 

Bd. No, by Zeus, but he lets himself down to the 
ground 

Tied on to the rope. 

So. Y ou infamous wretch I 

what, won’t you be quiet and not come down? 
Bd. Climb up by the other window-sill, 

and wallop him well with the harvest crown. 
I warrant he’ll speedily back stern first, 
when he’s thrashed with the branch of autumnal 
fruits. 

Ph. Help! help! all those whoever propose 

this year to busy themselves with suits. 
Smicythion, help! Tisiades, help! 

Pheredeipnus, Chremon, the fray begin: 
O now or never assist your friend, 

before I’m carried away within. 
Ch. Wherefore slumbers, wherefore slumbers, 

that resentment in our breast. 
Such as when a rash assailant 

dares provoke our hornets>nest ? 
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Now protruding, now protruding, 

Comes the fierce and dreadful sting, 

Which we wield for punishing. 

Children, hold these garments for us: 

then away with all your speed, 
Shout and run and bawl to Cleon, 

tell him of this direful deed ; 
Bid him quickly hither fly 
As against a city-hater. 

And a traitor doomed to die. 

One who actually proposes 
That we should no lawsuits try. Exit boys. 

Bd, {entering) Listen, worthy sirs, to reason : 

goodness! don’t keep screaming so. 

Ch, Scream! we’ll scream as high as heaven. 

Bd. I don’t intend to let him go. 

Ch. Thesebefrightful things to see! 

This is open tyrannyl 
Rouse the State I Rouse the great 

God-abhorred Sneak Theorus! 
And whoe’er Else is there, 

Fawning lord Ruling o’er us. 

Xa. Heracles! they’ve stings beside them* 

Master, master, don’t you sec? 

Bd. Ay, which slew the son of Gorgias, 

Philip, with their sharp decree. 

Ch. You we’ll also slay directly ! 

Wheel about him, everyone. 
Draw your stings, and, all together, 

in upon the fellow run. 
Close your ranks, collect your forces, 

brimming full of rage and hate. 

He shall know the sort of wasps-nest 

he has dared to irritate. 
Xa. Now with such as these to combat 

is, by Zeus, a serious thing: 
Verily I quake and tremble, 

but to look upon their sting. 

Ch. Let him go! Loose your hold ! 

If you don’t I declare 

You shall bless Tortoise^backs 

For the shells Which they wear. 

Ph. On then, on, my fellow-dicasts, 

brother wasps of heart severe. 
Some fly in with angry buzzings, 

and attack them in the rear. 
Some surround them in a ring, and 

both their eyes and fingers sting. 

Bd. Ho there 1 Midas! Phryx! Masyntias! 

hither! hither! haste to me! 
Take my father, guard him safely: 

suffer none to set him free; 
Else you both shall lunch off nothing, 

clapped in fetters strong and stout. 
There’s a sound of many fig-leaves 

(well I know it) buzzed about. 

Ch. This shall stand infixed within you 

if you will not let him go. 

Ph. Mighty Cecrops ! King and hero ! 

Dragon-born and -shaped below, 
Wilt thou let these rude barbarians 

vex and maul me at their pleasure, 
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Me who heretofore have made them 

weep in full imperial measure ? 
Ch. Truly, of abundant evils, 

age is evermore the source: 
Only see how these two scoundrels 

hold their ancient lord perforce. 
Clean forgetting how, aforetime, 

he their daily wants supplied. 
Bought them little sleeveless jackets, 

bought them caps and coats of hide. 
Clean forgetting all the kindness 

shown their feet in wintry weather. 
How from chill and cold he kept them: 

ah! but these have altogether 
Banished from their eyes the reverence , 

* " * owing to those dear old brpgues. 
Ph. Won’t you even now unhand me, I 

shameless villain, worst of rogues ? 
When the grapes I caught you stealing, T 

O remember, if yoiican. 
How I tied you to the olive, ' 

and I flogged you like a li^an. 
So that all beheld with envy : 

but a grateful soul you lack! 
Oh, unhand me, you, and you, 

at once, before my son come back. 
Ch. But a famous retribution 

ye for this shall undergo, 
One that will not lag nor linger; 

so that ye betimes shall know. 
Know the mood of angry- tempered, 

righteous, mustard-glancing men. 
Here bdelycleon suddenly issues from the house ^ 
followed by xanthias and sosias, the former 
armed with a sticJ{^ the latter carrying an appa^ 
ratus for smohing-out wasps. 

Bd. Beat them, Xanthias, from the door- way ; 

beat the wasps away again. 

Xa. That I will, sir. 

Bd. Fume them, Sosias, 

drive the smoke in dense and thick. 
Shoo there, shoo! be off, confound you. 

At them, Xanthias, with the stick! 
Smoke them, Sosias, smoke, infusing 

Aeschines, Selartius’ son. 
So. So then we at last were going, 

as it seems, to make you run. 
Bd. But you never would have managed 

thus to beat them off with ease. 
Had it chanced that they had eaten 

of the songs of Philocles. 
Ch. Creeping o’er us, creeping o’er us. 

Here at least the poor can sec. 
Stealthy-creeping tyranny\ 

If you from the laws debar us, 

which the city has ordained, 
You, a curly-haired Amynias, 

you, a rascal double-grained, 
Not by words of wit persuading, 

Not for weighty reasons shown. 

But because, forsooth, you williU 
Like an autocrat, alone. 
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Bd. Can't we now, without this outcry, 

and this fierce denunciation, 
Come to peaceful terms together, 

terms of reconciliation ? 

Ch, Terms with thee^ thou people- hater, 

and with Brasidas, thou traitor. 
Hand and glove I You who dare 

Woolly-fringed Clothes to wear. 
Yes, and show Beard and hair 

Left to grow Everywhere. 

Bd. O, by Zeus, I'd really liefer 

drop my father altogether 
Than endure these daily conflicts, 

buffeting with waves and weather. 

Ch. Why, as yet you've hardly entered 

on the parsley and the rue: 
(That we'll just throw in, a sample 

of our three-quart words for you.) 
Now you care not, wait a little, 

till the prosecutor trounce you. 
Sluicing out these selfsame charges, 

and conspirator dcTiounct, you. 

Bd. O by all the gods 1 ask you, 

will ye never go away ? 

Are ye quite resolved to linger, 

thwacked and thwacking all the day ? 

Ch. Never more Will I while 

There's a grain Left of me 
Leave your door. Traitor vile 

Bent to gain Tyranny. 

Bd. Ay “Conspiracy" and “Tyrant," 

These with you are all in all, 
Whatsoe'er is brought before you, 

be the matter great or small. 
Everywhere the name of Tyrant, 

now for fifty years unknown. 

Is than cheap salt-fish at Athens 

commoner and cheaper grown. 
Everywhere about the market 

it is bandied to and fro: 

If you wish a basse to purchase, 

and without a pilchard go. 
Straight the man who sells the pilchards 

grumbles from his stall hard by, 
“Here is plainly one that caters 

with a view to Tyranny.” 

If a leek, besides, you order, 

reUsh for your sprats perchance. 
Says the potherb-giri directly, 

eyeing you with looks askance, 
“Leeks indeed! and leeks 1 prithee! 

what, with Tyranny in view ? 
Athens must be taxed, you fancy, 

relish to supply for you!** 
Xa, Even so a naughty damsel 

yesternoon observed to me. 
Just because I said her manners 

were a little bit too free. 

She supposed that I was wishing 

Hippias's Tyranny. 

Bd. Ay, by charges such as these 

our htigious friends they please. 
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Now because I'd have my father 

(quitting all this toil and strife. 
This up-carly-false-informing- 

troublesome-litigious life) 
Live a life of ease and splendour, 

live like Morychus, you sec 
Straight I'm charged with Tyrant leanings, 

charged with foul conspiracy. 
?h. Yes, by Zeus, and very justly. 

Not for pigeon’s milk in store 
I the pleasant life would barter 

which you let me lead no more. 
Nought I care for eels and rayfish: 

daintier food to me would seem 
Just a little, tiny lawsuit, 

dished and stifled in its steam. 
Bd. Yes, for that’s the sort of dainty 

you, by Zeus, have loved so long. 
Yet I think I’ll soon convince you 

that your mode of life is wrong. 
If you can but once be silent, 

and to wliat I say give heed. 
Bh. I am wrong to be a dicast I 
Bd. Laughed to utter scorn indeed. 

Mocked by men you all but worship, 

for you can’t their treachery see. 
You're a slave, and yet don't knov/ it. 

Bh. Name not slavery to me : 

I am lord of all, I tell you. 

Bd. You’re the veriest drudge, I vow, 

Thinking that you’re lord of all. For 

come, my father, teach us now. 
If you reap the fruits of Hellas, 

what’s the benefit to you ? 
Bh. Willingly. Let these be umpires. 

Bd. I’ll accept their j udgement too. 

Now then all at once release him. 

Bh. And besides a sword supply. 

If in this dispute I'm worsted, 

here upon this sword I’ll die. 
Bd. But suppose you won't their final 

(what's the phrase) award obey ? 
Bh. May I never drink thereafter, 

pure and neat, good fortune’s— -pay. 
Ch. Now must the champion, going 

Out of our school, be showing 
Keen wit and genius new, 

Bd. Bring forth my memorandum-book: 

bring forth my desk to write in. 
I’ll quickly show you what you're like, 

if that's your style of fighting. 
Ch. In quite another fashion 

To aught this youth can do. 

Stern is the strife and anxious 
For all our earthly good. 

If he intends to conquer. 

Which Heaven forfend he should. 

Bd. Now I’ll observe his arguments, 

and take a note of each. 
Bh. What would you say, if he to-day 

should make the conquering speech? 
Ch. Ah ! should that mischance befall us. 
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Our old troop were nothing worth: 

In the streets with ribald mirth 
Idle boys would dotards call us, 

Fit for nought but olive- bearing, 
Shrivelled husks of counter swearing. 

0 friend upon whom it devolves to plead 

the cause of our Sovereign Power to-day. 
Now show us your best; now bring to the test 

each trick that an eloquent tongue can play. 
Ph. Away, away, like a racer gay, 

I start at once from the head of the lists. 
To prove that no kinglier power than ours 

in any part of the world exists. 
Is there any creature on earth more blest, 

more feared and petted from day to day, 
Or that leads a happier, pleasanter life, 

than a Justice of Athens, though old and grey ? 
For first when rising from bed in the morn, 

to the criminal Court betimes I trudge, 
Great six-foot fellows are there at the rails, 

in anxious haste to salute their Judge. 
And the delicate hand, which has dipped so deep 

in the public purse, he claps into mine. 
And he bows before me, and makes his prayer, 

and softens his voice to a pitiful whine: 
“O pity me, pity me. Sire,” he cries, 

“if you ever indulged your longing for pelf. 
When you managed the mess on a far campaign, 

or served some office of state yourself.” 
The man would never have heard my name, 

if he had not been tried and acquitted before. 
Bd. (writing) I’ll take a note of the point you make, 
that “suppliant fellows your grace implore.” 
Ph, So when they have begged and implored me 
enough, 

and my angry temper is wiped away, 

1 enter in and I take my seat, 

and then I do none of the things I say. 
I hear them utter all sorts of cries 

design’d expressly to win my grace. 
What won’t they utter, what don’t they urge, 

to coax a Justice who tries their case ? 
Some vow they are needy and friendless men, 

and over their poverty wail and whine. 
And reckon up hardships, false and true, 

till he makes them out to be equal to mine. 
Some tell us a legend of days gone by, 

or a joke from Aesop witty and sage, 
Or jest and banter, to make me laugh, 

that so I may doff my terrible rage. 
And if all this fails, and I stand unmoved, 

he leads by the hand his little ones near. 
He brings his girls and he brings his boys; 

and I, the Judge, am composed to hear. 
They huddle together with piteous bleats: 

while trembling above them he prays to me. 
Prays as to a God his accounts to pass, 

to give him a quittance, and leave him free. 
“If thou lovest a bleating male of the flock, 

O lend thine ear to this boy of mine; 
Or pity this sweet little delicate girl, 

if thy soul delights in the squeaking of swine.” 


So then we relax the pitch of our wrath, 

and screw it down to a peg more low. 
Is this not a fine dominion of mine, 

a derision of wealth with its pride and show ? 
Bd. (Writing) A second point for my note-book 
that, 

“A derision of wealth with its show and its pride.” 
Go on to mention the good you get 

by your empire of Hellas so vast and wide. 
Ph, ’Tis ours to inspect the Athenian youths, 

when we enter their names on the rolls of men. 
And if ever Oeagrus gets into a suit, 

be sure that he’ll never get out again 
Till he give us a speech from his Niobe part, 

selecting the best and the liveliest one. 
And then if a piper gain his cause, \ 

he pays us our price for the kindnesidone. 
By piping a tunc with his mouth-band on, \ 

quick march as out of the Court go. 
And what if a father by will to a friend \ 

his daughter and heiress bequeath and bestow. 
We care not a rap for the Will, or the cap \ 

which is there on the seal so grand and sedate. 
We bid them begone, and be hanged, and ourselves 
take charge of the girl and her worthy estate; 
And we give her away to whoever we choose, 

to whoever may chance to persuade us: yet we. 
Whilst other officials must pass an account, 

alone from control and accounting arc free. 
Bd. Ay that, and that only, of all you have said, 

I own is a privilege lucky and rare. 
But uncapping the seal of the heiress’s will 

seems rather a shabby and doubtful affair. 
Ph. And if ever the Council or People have got 

a knotty and difficult case to decide, 
They pass a decree for the culprits to go 

to the able and popular Courts to be tried: 
Evathlus, and He! the loser of shields, 

the fawning, the great Cowardonymus say 
“They’ll always be fighting away for the mob,” 

“the people of Athens they’ll never betray.” 
And none in the People a measure can pass, 

unless he propose that the Courts shall be free, 
Dismissed and discharged for the rest of the day 

when once we have settled a single decree. 
Yea, Cleon the Bawler and Brawler himself, 

at us, and us only, to nibble forbears, 
And sweeps off the flies that annoy us, and still 

with a vigilant hand for our dignity cares. 
You never have shown such attention as this, 

or displayed such a zeal in your father’s affairs. 
Yet Thcorus, a statesman as noble and grand 

as lordly Euphemius, runs at our call 
And whips out a sponge from his bottle, and stoops, 
to black and to polish the shoes of us all. 
Such, such is the glory, the joy, the renown, 

from which you desire to retain and withhold me, 
And this you will show, this Empire of mine, 

to be bondage and slavery merely, you told me. 
Bd, Ay, chatter your fill, you will cease before 
long: 

and then I will show that your boasted success 
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Is just the success of a tail that is washed, 

going back to its filth and its slovenliness. 

Ph, But the nicest and pleasantest part of it all 

is this, which I’d wholly forgotten to say, 

*Tis when with my fee in my wallet I come, 

returning home at the close of the day, 

0 then what a welcome I get for its sake; 

my daughter, the darling, is foremost of all, 

And she washes my feet and anoints them with care, 
and above them she stoops, and a kiss lets fall, 

Till at last by the pretty Papas of her tongue 

she angles withal my three-obol away. 
Then my dear little wife, she sets on the board 

nice manchets of bread in a tempting array, 
And cosily taking a seat by my side, 

with loving entreaty constrains me to feed: 

“I beseech you taste this, I implore you try that.” 

This, this I delight in, and ne’er may I need 
To look to yourself and your pantler, a scrub 

who, whenever I ask him my breakfast to set, 
Keeps grumbling and murmuring under his breath. 

No! no! if he haste not a manchet to get, 

Lo here my defence from the evils of life, 

my armour of proof, my impregnable shield. 
And what if you pour me no liquor to drink, 

yet here’s an old Ass, full of wine, that I wield. 
And I tilt him, and pour for myself, and imbibe; 

whilst sturdy old Jack, as a bumper 1 drain. 
Lets fly at your goblet a bray of contempt, 

a mighty and masterful snort of disdain. 

Is this not a fine dominion of mine ? 

Is it less than the empire of Zeus ? 

Why the very same phrases, so grand and 
divine, 

For me, as for Him, are in use. 

For when we arc raging loud and high 
In stormy, tumultuous din, 

‘‘O Lordl O Zeus!” say the passers-by, 

“How thunders the Court within!” 

The wealthy and great, when my light- 
nings glare, 

Turn pale and sick, and mutter a prayer. 

You fear me too: I protest you do: 

Yes, yes, by Demeter I vow *tis true. 

But hang me if I am afraid of you. 

Ch. I never, no, I never 

Have heard so clear and clever 
And eloquent a speech — 

Ph, Ay, ay, he thought he’d steal my grapes, 

and pluck them undefended. 

For well he knew that I’m in this 

particularly splendid. 

Ch, No topic he omitted, 

But he duly went through each. 

I waxed in size to hear him 
Till with ecstasy possessed 
Methought I sat a-judging 
In the Islands of the Blest. 

Ph, See how uneasily he stands, 

and gapes, and shifts his ground. 

1 warrant, sir, before I’ve done, 

you’ll look like a beaten hound. 
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You must now, young man, be 
seeking 

Every turn and every twist 
Which can your defence assist. 

To a youth against me speaking 
Mine’s a heart ’tis hard to render 
(So you’ll find it) soft and tender. 

And therefore unless you can speak to the point, 

you must look for a millstone handy and good, 
Fresh hewn from the rock, to shiver and shock 

the unyielding grit of my resolute mood. 
Bd, Hard were the task, and shrewd the intent, 

for a Comedy-poet all too great 
To attempt to heal an inveterate, old 

disease engrained in the heart of the state. 
Yet, O dread Cronidcs, Father and Lord, 

Ph. Stop, slop, don’t talk in that fathcr-me way. 
Convince me at once that I’m only a slave, 

or else I protest you shall die this day 
Albeit I then must ever abstain 

from the holy flesh of the victims slain. 
Bd. Then listen my own little pel Papa, 

and smooth your brow from its frowns again. 
And not with pebbles precisely ranged, 

but roughly thus on your fingers count 
Tlic tribute paid by the subject States, 

and just consider its whole amount; 
And then, in addition to this, compute 

the many taxes and one-per-cents. 
The fees and the fines, and the silver mines, 

the markets and harbours and sales and rents. 
If you take the total result of the lot, 

’twill reach two thousand talents or near. 
And next put down the Justices’ pay, 

and reckon the sums they receive a year: 
Six thousand Justices, count them through, 

there dwell no more in the land as yet, 
One hundred and fifty talents a year 

I think you will find is all they get. 
Ph. Then not one tithe of our income goes 

to furnish forth the Justices’ pay. 
Bd. No, certainly not. 

Ph, And what becomes 

of all the rest of the revenue, pray ? 
Bd. Why, bless you, it goes to the pockets of those, 
“To the rabble of Athens I’ll ever be true, 
I’ll always battle away for the mob.” 

O father, my father, ’tis owing to you: 
By such small phrases as these cajoled, 

you lift them over yourselves to reign. 
And then, believe me, they soon contrive 

some fifty talents in bribes to gain, 
Extorting them out of the subject states, 

by hostile menace and angry frown: 
“Hand over,” they say, “the tribute-pay, 

or else my thunders shall crush your town.” 
You joy the while at the remnants vile, 

the trotters and tips of your power to gnaw. 
So when our knowing, acute allies 

the rest, the scum of the Populace, saw 
On a vote-box pine, and on nothingness dine, 

and marked how lanky and lean ye grow, 
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They count you all as a Connas*s vote, 

and ever and ever on these bestow 
Wines, cheeses, necklaces, sesamb fruit, 

and jars of pickle and pots of honey, 
Rugs, cushions, and mantles, and cups, and crowns, 
and health, and vigour, and lots of money. 
Whilst you/ from out of the broad domain 

for which on the land and the wave you toiled. 
None gives you so much as a garlic head, 

to flavour the dish when your sprats are boiled. 
Ph. That’s true no doubt, for I just sent out, 

and bought, myself, from Eucharides three: 
But you wear me away by your long delay 

in proving my bondage and slavery. 
Bd, Why frit not slavery pure and neat, 

when these (themselves and their parasites too) 
Are all in receipt of their pay, God wots, 

as high officials of state: whilst you 
Must thankful be for your obols three, 

those obols which ye yourselves have won 
In the battle’s roar, by sea and by shore, 

’mid sieges and miseries many a one. 
But O what throttles me most of all, 

is this, that under constraint you go. 
When some young dissolute spark comes in, 

some son of a Chaereas, straddling — so. 
With his legs apart, and his body poised, 

and a mincing, soft, effeminate air. 
And bids you Justices, one and all, 

betimes in the morn to the Court repair. 
For that any who after the signal come 

shall lose and forfeit their obols three. 
Yet come as late as he choose himself, 

he pockets his drachma, “Counsel’s fee.” 
And then if a culprit give him a bribe, 

he gets his fellow the job to share, 
And into each other’s hands they play, 

and manage together the suit to square. 
Just like two men at a saw they work, 

and one keeps pulling, and one gives way. 
While you at the Treasurer stare and gape, 

and never observe the tricks they play. 
Ph. Is that what they do! O can it be true I 

Ah me, the depths of my being are stirred. 
Your statements shake my soul, and I feel 

I know not how, at the things I’ve heard. 
Bd. And just consider when you and all 

might revel in affluence, free as air, 
How these same demagogues wheel you round, 

and cabin and coop you I know not where. 
And you, the lord of such countless towns, 

from Pontus to Sardo, nought obtain 
Save this poor pittance you earn, and this 

they dole you in driblets, grain by grain. 
As though they were drojming oil from wool, 

as much forsooth as will life sustain. 
They mean you all to be poor and gaunt, 

and I’ll tell you, father, the reason why. 
They want you to know your keeper’s hand; 

and then if he hiss you on to fly 
At some helpless foe, away you go, 

with eager vehemence ready and rough. 
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Since if they wished to maintain you well, 

the way to do it were plain enough. 
A thousand cities our rule obey, 

a thousand cities their tribute pay. 
Allot them twenty Athenians each, 

to feed and nourish from day to day. 
And twice ten thousand citizens there, 

are living immersed in dishes of hare. 
With creams and beestings and sumptuous fare, 

and garlands and coronals everywhere. 
Enjoying a fate that is worthy the state, 

and worthy the trophy on Marathon plain. 
Whilst now like gleaners ye all are fain 

to follow along in the paymaster’s train. 
Ph. O what can this strange sensation mean, , 

this nuihbness that over my hand is steaUng ? 
My arm no longer can hold the sword : \ 

I yield, unmanned, to a womanish feaing. 
Bd. Let a panic possess them, they’re ready to give 
Euboea at once for the State to di>^de. 
And engage to supply for every man ^ 

full fifty bushels of wheat beside. 
But five poor bushels of barley each 

is all that you ever obtained in fact. 
And that doled out by the quart, while first 

they worry you under the Alien Act. 
And therefore it was that I locked you away 
To keep you in ease; unwilling that these 
With empty mouthings your age should bilk. 

And now I offer you here to-day 
Without any reserve whatever you please. 

Save only a draught of— Treasurer’s milk. 

Ch. ’Twas a very acute and intelligent man, 

whoever it was, that happened to say, 
“Don’t make up your mind till you’ve heard both 
sides,” 

for now I protest you have gained the fray. 
Our staves of justice, our angry mood, 

for ever and ever aside we lay, 
And we turn to talk to our old compeer, 

our choir-companion of many a day. 
Don’t be a fool: give in, give in, 

Nor too perverse and stubborn be; 

I would to Heaven my kith and kin 
Would show the like regard for me. 

Some deity, *tis plain, befriends 
Your happy lot, believe, believe it; 

With open arms his aid he sends. 

Do you with open arms receive it. 

Bd. I’ll give him whatever his years require, 

A basin of gruel, and soft attire. 

And a good warm rug, and a handmaid fair. 
To chafe and cherish his limbs with care. 
—But I can’t like this, that he stands so 
mute. 

And speaks not a word nor regards my suit 
Ch. *Tis that his soberer thoughts review 
The frenzy he indulged so long. 

And (what he would not yield to you) 

He feels his former life was wrong. 
Perchance he’ll now amend his plan. 
Unbend his age to mirth and laughter. 


ARISTOPHANES 



74^796 

A better and a wiser man 
By your advice he’ll live hereafter. 

PA, O misery! O misery! 

Bd, O father, why that dolorous cry ? 

Ph. Talk not of things like these to me ! 

Those my pleasures, there would I be 
Where the Usher cries 
“Who has not voted ? let him arise.” 

And O that the last of the voting band 
By the verdict-box I could take my stand. 

On, on, my soul! why, where is she gone ? 

Hah! by your leave, my shadowy one! 

2^unds, if I catch when in Court I’m sitting 
Cleon apin a theft committing! 

Bd, O father, mther, by the Gods comply. 

PA. Comply with what ? name any wish, save one. 

Bd. Save what, I prithee? 

PA. Not to i udge ; but that 

Hades shall settle ere my soul comply. 

Bd. Well but if these are really your delights. 

Yet why go There} why not remain at home 
And sit and judge among your household here ? 

PA. Folly! judge what? 

Bd. The same as There you do. 

Suppose you catch your housemaid on the sly 
Opening the door: fine her for that, one drachma. 

That’s what you did at every sitting There. 

And very aptly, if the morning’s fine. 

You’ll fine your culprits, sitting in the sun. 

In snow, enter your judgements by the fire 
While it rains on: and— though you sleep till 
midday. 

No archon here will close the door against you. 

PA. Hah! I like that. 

Bd. And then, however long 

An orator proses on, no need to fast. 

Worrying yourself (ay, and the prisoner too). 

PA. But do you really think that I can judge 
As well as now, whilst eating and digesting ? 

Bd. As well ? much better. When there’s reckless 
swearing, 

Don’t people say, what time and thought and 
trouble 

It took the judges to digest the case ? 

PA. I’m giving in. But you’ve not told me yet 
How I’m to get my pay. 

Bd. I’ll pay you. 

PA. Good, 

Then I shall have mine to myself, alone; 

For once Lysistratus, the funny fool, 

Played me the scurviest trick. We’d got one 
drachma 

Betwixt us two: he changed it at the fish-stall; 

Then laid me down three mullet scales: and I, 

I thought them obols, popped them in my mouth; 

O the vile smell! Ola! I spat them out 
And collared him. 

Bd. And what said he ? 

PA. The rascal! 

He said I’d got the stomach of a cock. 

“You’ll soon digest hard coin,” he says, says he. 

Bd. Then there again you’ll get a great advantage. 
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PA. Ay, ay, that’s something : let’s berin at once. 
Bd. Then stop a moment whilst I fetch the traps. 

Exit. 

Ph. See here now, how the oracles come true. 

Oft have I heard it said that the Athenians 
One day would try their lawsuits in their homes, 
That each would have a little Courtlct built 
For his own use, in his own porch, before 
His entrance, like a shrine of Hecate. 

Bd. {bustling in with a quantity of judicial prop-- 
erties) 

Now then I hope you’re satisfied : I’ve brought 
All that I promised, and a lot besides. 

Sec here I’ll hang this vessel on a peg, 

In case you want it as the suit proceeds. 

PA. Now that I call extremely kind and thoughtful. 
And wondrous handy for an old man’s needs. 

Bd. And here’s a fire, and gruel set beside it. 

All ready when you want it. 

PA. Good again. 

Now if I’m feverish I shan’t lose my pay. 

For here I’ll sit, and sip my gruel too. 

But why in the world have yc brought me out the 
cock? 

Bd. To wake you, father, crowing over head 
In case you’re dozing whilst a prisoner pleads. 

PA. One thing I miss, and only one. 

Bd. What’s that ? 

PA. If you could somehow fetch the shrine of 
Lycus! 

Bd. Here then it is, and here’s the king in person. 
PA. O hero lord, how stern you arc to see! 

Bd. Almost, methinks, like our— Ciconymus. 

Xa. Ay, and ’tis true the hero has no shield! 

Bd. If you got seated sooner, I should sooner 
Cali a suit on. 

PA. Call on. I’ve sat for ages. 

Bd. Let’s see: what matter shall I bring on first ? 
Who’s been at mischief of the household here ? 

That careless Thratta now, she charred the pitcher. 
PA. O stop, for goodness’ sake! you’ve all but 
killed me. 

What! call a suit on with no railing here. 

Always the first of all our sacred things ? 

Bd. No more there is, by Zlcus. 

PA. I’ll run myself 

And forage out whatever comes to hand. Exit. 
Bd. Heyday I where now ? The strange infatuation ! 

Enter xanthias. 

Xa. Pshal rot the dog! To keep a cur like this! 

Bd. What’s happened now ? 

Xa. Why, has not Labes here 

Got to the kitchen safe, and grabbed a cheese, 

A rich Sicilian cheese, and bolted it ? 

Bd. Then that’s the first indictment we’ll bring on 
Before my father: you shall prosecute. 

Xa. Thank you, not I. This other Cur declares 
If there’s a charge, he’ll prosecute with pleasure. 

Bd. Bring them both here. 

Xa. Yes, yes, sir, so I will. 

Exit. 

Enter philocleon. 
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Bd, {to philocleon) Hallo, what’s this? 

Ph. Pig-railings from the hearth. 

Bd. Sacrilege, eh? 

Ph, No, but rd trounce some fellow 

(As the phrase goes) even from the very hearth. 

So call away : I’m keen for passing sentence. 

Bd, Then now I’ll fetch the cause-lists and the 

pleadings. Exit, 

Ph, O these delays! You weary and wear me out. 
I’ve long been dying to commence my furrows. 

Bd. {re-entering) Now then! 

Ph, Call on. 

Bd, Yes, certainly. 

Ph, And who 

Is first in order ? 


And loved you, since we knew 
That you affect the people more 
Than other young men do. 

Enter x anthias with two persons as dogs, 
Bd. Is any Justice out there ? let him enter. 

We shan’t admit him when they’ve once begun. 

Ph, Where is the prisoner fellow ? won’t he catch 
it! 

Bd. O yes ! attention ! {Reads the indictment) 

“Cur of Cydathon 
Hereby accuses Labes of Aexone, 

For that, embezzling a Sicilian cheese. 

Alone he ate it. Fine, one fig-tree collar.” 

Ph. Nay, but a dog’s death, an’ he’s once 
convicted. 


Bd. Dash it, what a bother ! 

I quite forgot to bring the voting-urns. 

Ph. Goodness ! where now ? 

Bd, After the urns. 

Ph, Don’t trouble. 

I’d thought of that. I’ve got these ladling-bowls. 

Bd. That’s capital: then now methinks we have 
All that we want. No, there’s no water-piece. 

Ph. Water-piece, quotha! pray what call you this? 
Bd, Well thought on, father: and with shrewd 
home wit. 

Ho, there within ! some person bring me out 
A pan of coals, and frankincense, and myrtle. 

That so our business may commence with prayer. 
Ch, We too, as ye offer the prayer and wine. 

We too will call on the Powers Divine 
To prosper the work begun ; 

For the battle is over and done. 

And out of the fray and the strife to-day 
Fair peace ye have nobly won. 

Bd, Now hush all idle words and sounds profane. 
Ch, O Pythian Phoebus, bright Apollo, deign 
To speed this youth’s design 
Wrought here, these gates before, 

And give us from our wanderings rest 
And peace for evermore. 

The shout of*To Paean'^ is raised, 
Bd. Aguieus! my neighbour and hero and lord! 

who dwellest in front of my vestibule gale, 
I pray thee be graciously pleased to accept 

the rite that we new for my father create. 
O bend to a pliant and flexible mood 

the stubborn and resolute oak of his will. 
And into his heart, so crusty and tart, 

a trifle of honey for syrup instil. 
Endue him with sympathies wide, 

A sweet and humane disposition. 

Which leans to the side of the wretch that is 
tried. 

And weeps at a culprit’s petition. 

From harshness and anger to turn. 

May it now be his constant endeavour. 

And out of his temper the stern 
Sharp sting of the nettle to sever. 

Ch. We in thy prayers combine, and quite give in 
To the new rule, for the aforesaid reasons. 

Our heart has stood our friend 


Bd, Here stands*, to meet the charge, the prisoner 
I^bes. I 

Ph. O the vile wretch I O what a thievish lookv 
Sec how he grins, and thinks to take me in. \ 
Where’s the Accuser, Cur of Cydathon ? \ 

Cur. Bow! 

Bd, Here he stands. 

Xa. Another Labes this, 

Good dog to yelp and lick the platters clean. 

Bd. St! take your seat, {to cur) 

Go up and prosecute. 

Ph, Meanwhile I’ll ladle out and sip my gruel. 

Xa. Ye have heard the charge, most honourable 
judges, 

I bring against him. Scandalous the trick 
He played us all, me and the Sailor-laddies. 

Alone, in a corner, in the dark, he gorged, 

And munched, and crunched, and Siciliced the 
cheese! 

Ph, Pheugh ! the thing’s evident : the brute this 
instant 

Breathed in my face the filthiest whiff of cheese. 

O the foul skunk! 

Xa. And would not give me any. 

Not though I asked. Yet can he be your friend 
Who won’t throw anything to Me, the dog? 

Ph. Not give you any! No, nor Me, the state. 

The man’s a regular scorcher {burns his mouth) ^ 

like this gruel. 

Bd. Come don’t decide against us, pray don’t, 
father. 

Before you’ve heard both sides. 

Ph. But, my dear boy, 

The thing’s self-evident, ^eaks for itself. 

Xa. Don’t let him off; upon my life he is 
The most lone-eatingest dog that ever was. 

The brute went coasting round and round the 
mortar. 

And snapped up all the rind off all the cities. 

Ph. And I’ve no mortar even to mend my pitcher! 
Xa. So then be sure you punish him. For why ? 
One bush, they say, can never keep two thieves. 
Lest 1 should bark, and bark, and yet get nothing. 
And if I do I’ll never bark again. 

Ph. Sohlsoh! 

Here’s a nice string of accusations truly I 
A rare thief of a man ! You think so too. 
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Old gamecock ? Ay, he winks his eye, he thinks so. 
Archon! Hi, fellow, hand me down the vessel. 

Bd. Reach it yourself; I’ll call my witnesses. 

The witnesses for Labes, please stand forward! 

Pot, pestle, grater, brazier, water- jug. 

And all the other scarred and charred utensils. 

( To PHI locleon) 

Good heavens, sir, finish there, and take your scat! 
Ph. I guess ril finish him before I’ve done. 

Bd. What! always hard and pitiless, and that 
To the prisoners, always keen to bite! 

(7b LABEs) 

Up, plead your cause: what, quite dumbfounded ? 
speak. 

Ph. Seems he’s got nothing in the world to say. 

Bd. Nay, ’tis a sudden seizure, such as once 
Attacked Thucydides when brought to trial. 

*Tis tongue-paralysis that stops his jaws. 

(To LABEs) 

Out of the way! I’ll plead your cause myself. 

O sirs, ’tis hard to argue for a dog 
Assailed by slander: nevertheless. I’ll try. 

’Tis a good dog, and drives away the wolves. 

Ph. A thief I call him, and conspirator. 

Bd. Nay, he’s the best and worthiest dog alive. 

Fit to take charge of any number o* sheep. 

Ph. What use in that, if he eat up the cheese ? 

Bd. Use! why, he fights your battles, guards your 
door; 

The best dog altogether. If he filched. 

Yet O forgive: he never learnt the lyre. 

Ph. I would to heaven he had never learned his 
letters. 

Then he’d not given us all this tiresome speech. 

Bd. Nay, nay, sir, hear my witnesses, I beg. 

Grater, get in the box, and speak well out. 

You kept the mess; I ask you, answer plainly. 

Did you not grate the spoil between the soldiers? 

He says he did. 

Ph. Ay, but I vow he’s lying. 

Bd. O sir, have pity upon poor toiling souls. 

Our Labes here, he lives on odds and ends. 

Bones, gristle: and is always on the go. 

That other Cur is a mere stay-at-home. 

Sits by the hearth, and when one brings aught in 
Asks for a share: if he gets none, he bites. 

Ph. O me, what ails me that I grow so soft ! 

Some ill’s afoot: I’m nearly giving in. 

Bd. O, I beseech you, father, show some pity. 
Don’t crush him quite. Where are his little cubs ? 

Enter a group of children dressed as puppies. 
Up, little wretches, up; and whimpering there 
Plead for your father: weep, implore, beseech. 

Ph. {de^ly affected) Get down, get down, get 
down, get down. 

Bd. I will. 

Yet that “get down,” I know, has taken in 
A many men. However I’ll get down. 

Ph, Dash it ! this guzzling ain’t the thing at all. 
Here was I shedding tears, and seems to me 
Only because I have gorged myself with gruel. 

Bd. Then will he not get off ? 
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’Tis hard to know. 

Bd. O take, dear father, take the kindlier turn. 
Here, hold this vote: then with shut eyes dash by 
To the Far Urn, O father, do acquit him. 

Ph. No, no, my boy. I never learnt the lyre. 

Bd Here, let me lead you round the handiest 
way. 

Ph. Is this the Nearer ? 

Bd. This is. 

Ph. In she goes. 

Bd. {aside) Duped, as I live! acquits him by 
mistake! 

{aloud) I’ll do the counting. 

Ph. Well, how went the battle ? 

Bd. We shall soon see. O Labes, you’re acquitted! 
Why, how now, father ? 

Ph. {faintly) Water, give me water! 

Bd. I lold up, sir, do. 

Ph. Just tell me only this, 

Is he indeed 2 LCC^\XXtd ? 

Bd. Yes. 

Ph. I’m done for. 

Bd. Don’t take it so to heart: stand up, sir, pray. 
Ph. How shall I bear this sin upon my soul ? 

A man acquitted! What awaits me now? 

Yet, O great gods! I pray you pardon me. 

Unwilled 1 did it, not from natural bent. 

Bd. And don’t begrudge it ; for I’ll tend you well, 
And take you, father, everywhere with me, 

To feasts, to suppers, to the public games. 
Henceforth in pleasure you shall spend your days, 
And no Hyper bolus delude and mock you. 

But go we in. 

Ph. Yes, if you wish it, now. 

Exeunt all but chorus. 

Chorus 

Yea, go rejoicing your own good way, 

Wherever your path may be; 

But you, ye numberless myriads, stay 
And listen the while to me. 

Beware lest the truths I am going to say 
Unheeded to earth should fall; 

For that were the part of a fool to play. 

And not your part at all. 

Now all ye people attend and hear, 

if ye love a simple and genuine strain. 
For now our poet, with right good will, 

of you, spectators, must needs complain. 
Ye have wronged him much, he protests, a bard 

who had served you often and well before; 
Partly, indeed, himself unseen, 

assisting others to please you more; 
With the art of a Eurycles, weird and wild, 

he loved to dive in a stranger’s breast. 
And pour from thence through a stranger’s lips 

full many a sparkling comical jest; 
And partly at length in his own true form, 

as he challenged his fate by himself alone. 
And the Muses whose bridled mouths he drave, 

were never another’s, were all his own. 
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And thus he came to a height of fame 4 

which none had ever achieved before, 
Yet waxed not high in his own conceit, 

nor ever an arrogant mind he bore. 
He never was found in the exercise-ground, 

corrupting the boys: he never complied 
With the suit of some dissolute knave, who loathed 
that the vigilant lash of the bard should chide 
His vile effeminate boylove. Nol 

he kept to his purpose pure and high. 
That never the Muse, whom he loved to use, 

the villainous trade of a bawd should ply. 
When first he began to exhibit plays, 

no paltry men for his mark he chose. 
He came in the mo^ of a Heracles forth 

to grapple at once with the mightiest foes. 
In the very front of his bold career 

with the jag-toothed Monster he closed in fight. 
Though out of its fierce eyes flashed and flamed 

the glare of Cynna’s detestable light. 
And a hundred horrible sycophants* tongues 

were twining and flickering over its head. 
And a voice it had like the roar of a stream 
which has just brought forth destruction and dread. 
And a Lamia's groin, and a camel's loin, 

and foul as the smell of a seal it smelt. 
But He, when the monstrous form he saw, 

no bribe he took and no fear he felt, 
For you he fought, and for you he fights: 

and then last year with adventurous hand 
He grappled besides with the Spectral Shapes, 

the Agues and Fevers that plagued our land; 
That loved in the darksome hours of night 

to throttle fathers, and grandsires choke. 
That laid them down on their restless beds, 

and against your quiet and peaceable folk 
Kept welding together proofs and writs 

and oath against oath, till many a man 
Sprang up, distracted with wild affright, 

and off in haste to the Polemarch ran. 
Yet although such a champion as this ye had found, 
to purge your land from sorrow and shame. 
Ye played him false when to reap, last year, 

the fruit of his novel designs he came. 
Which, failing to see in their own true light, 

ye caused to fade and wither away. 
And yet with many a deep libation, 

invoking Bacchus, he swears this day 
That never a man, since the world began, 

has witnessed a cleverer comedy. 
Yours is the shame that ye lacked the wit 

its infinite merit at first to see. 
But none the less with the wise and skilled 

the bard his accustomed praise will get. 
Though when he had distanced all his foes, 

his noble Play was at last upset. 

But O for the future, my Masters, pray 
Show more regard for a genuine Bard 
Who is ever inventing amusements new 
And fresh discoveries, all for you. 

Make much of his play, and store it away, 


And into your wardrobe throw it 
With the citrons sweet: and if this you do. 

Your clothes will be fragrant, the whole year 
through. 

With the volatile wit of the Poet. 

O of old renowned and strong, 

in the choral dance and song. 
In the deadly battle throng. 

And in this, our one distinction, 

manliest we, mankind among! 
Ah, but that was long ago: 

Those are days forever past: 

Now my hairs are whitening fast. 

Whiter than the swan they grow. 

Y et in these our embers low 

' " * still some youthful fires mijst glow. 
Better far our old-world fashion, 

Better far our ancient truth. 

Than the curls and dissipation 
Of your modern youth. 

Doyo« wonder, O spectators, \ 

thus to see me spliced and braced. 
Like a wasp in form and figure, 

tapering inwards at the waist ? 
Why I am so, what's the meaning 

of this sharp and pointed sting. 
Easily I now will teach you, 

though you “knew not anything." 
We on whom this stern-appendage, 

this portentous tail is found. 
Are the genuine old Autochthons, 

native children of the ground ; 
We the only true-born Attics, 

of the staunch heroic breed. 
Many a time have fought for Athens, 

guarding her in hours of need ; 
When with smoke and fire and rapine 

forth the fierce Barbarian came. 
Eager to destroy our wasps-nests, 

smothering all the town in flame, 
Out at once we rushed to meet him: 

on with shield and spear we went, 
Fought the memorable battle, 

primed with fiery hardiment; 
Man to man we stood, and, grimly, 

gnawed for rage our under lips. 
Hah! their arrows hail so densely, 

all the sun is in eclipse! 
Yet we drove their ranks before us, 

ere the fall of eventide: 
As we closed, an owl flew o'er us, 

and the Gods were on our side! 
Stung in jaw, and cheek, and eyebrow, 

fearfully they took to flight. 
We behind them, we harpooning 

at their slops with all our might: 
So that in barbarian countries, 

even now the people call 
Attic wasps the best, and bravest, 

yea, the manliest tribe of all! 
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Mine was then a life of glory, 

never craven fear came o’er me 
Every foeman quailed before me 
As across the merry waters, 

fast the eager galleys bore me. 
‘Twas not then our manhood’s test, 

Who can make a fine oration ? 

Who is shrewd in litigation ? 

It was, “ Who can row the best?*' 

Therefore did we batter down 

many a hostile Median town. 
And ’twas we who for the nation 
Gathered in the tribute pay. 

Which the younger generation 
Merely steal away. 

You will find us very wasplike, 

if you scan us through and through, 
In our general mode of living, 

and in all our habits too. 
First, if any rash assailant dare provoke us, can 
there be 

Any creature more vindictive, 

more irascible than we ? 
Then we manage all our business 

in a waspish sort of way, 
Swarming in the Courts of Justice, 

gathering in from day to day. 
Many where the Eleven invite us, 

many where the Archon calls. 
Many to the great Odeum, many to the city walls. 
There we lay our heads together, 

densely packed, and stooping low. 
Like the grubs within their cells, with 

movement tremulous and slow. 
And for ways and means in general 

we’re superlatively good, 
Stinging every man about us, 

culling thence a livelihood 
Yet we’ve stingless drones amongst us, 

idle knaves who sit them still, 
Shrink from work, and toil, and labour, 

stop at home, and eat their fill, 
Eat the golden tribute-honey 

our industrious care has wrought. 
This is what extremely grieves us, 

that a man who never fought 
Should contrive our fees to pilfer, 

one who for his native land 
Never to this day had oar, or 

lance, or blister in his hand. 
Therefore let us for the future 

pass a little short decree, 
“Whoso wears no sting shall never carry off the 
obols three.” 

Enter philocleon and bdelycleon. 
Ph. No! No! I’ll never put this off alive. 

With this I was arrayed, and found my safety, 

In the invasion of the great north wind. 

Bd, You seem unwilling to accept a good. 

Ph, ’Tis not expedient : no by Zeus it is not. 


// 27-//72 
’Twas but the other day I gorged on sprats 
And had to pay three obols to the fuller. 

Bd, Try it at all events; since once for all 
Into my hands you have placed yourself for good. 

Ph. What would you have me do ? 

Put off that cloak. 

And wear this mantle in a cloak-like way. 

Ph. Should we beget and bring up children then, 
When here my son is bent on smothering me ? 

Bd. Come, take and put it on, and don’t keep 
chattering. 

Ph. Good heavens! and what’s this misery of a 
thing ? 

Bd. Some call it Persian, others Otiinac^s. 

Ph. There! and I thought it a Thymaetian rug. 

Bd. No wonder: for you’ve never been to Sardis, 
F.lse you’d have known it: now you don’t. 

Ph. Who? I? 

No more I do by Zeus: it seemed to me 
Most like an overwrap of Morychus. 

Bd. Nay, in Ecbatana they weave this stuff. 

Ph. What 1 have they wool -guts in Ecbatana ? 

Bd. Tut, man: they weave it in their foreign looms 
At w'ondrous cost: this very article 
Absorbed with case a talent’s weight of wool. 

Ph. Why, then, wool-gatherer were its proper 
name 

Instead of Caunac^s. 

Bd. Come, take it, take it, 

Stand still and put it on. 

Ph. O dear, O dear, 

O what a sultry puff the brute breathed o’er me! 

Bd. Quick, wrap it round you. 

Ph. No, I won’t, that’s flat. 

You had better wrap me in a stove at once. 

Bd. Come then. I’ll throw it round you. 

{to the cloalO You, begone. 
Ph. Do keep a flesh-hook near. 

Bd. A flesh-hook ! why ? 

Ph. To pufl me out before I melt away. 

Bd. Now off at once with those confounded shoes. 
And on with these Laconians, instantly. 

Ph. What I, my boy ! I bring myself to wear 
The hated foe’s insufferable— clou tings! 

Bd. Come, sir, insert your foot, and step out firmly 
In this Laconian. 

Ph. ’Tis too bad, it is. 

To make a man set foot on hostile— leather. 

Bd. Now for the other. 

Ph. O no, pray not that. 

I’ve a toe there, a regular Lacon-hater. 

Bd. There is no way but this. 

Ph. O luckless I, 

Why I shan’t have, to bless my age, one— chilblain. 
Bd. Quick, father, get them on ; and then move 
forward 

Thus; in an opulent swaggering sort of way. 

Ph. Look then ! observe my attitudes: think 
which 

Of all your opulent friends I walk most like. 

Bd. Most like a pimple bandaged round with 
garlic. 
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Ph, Ay, ay, I warrant Fve a mind for wriggling. 

Bd, Come, if you get with clever well-read men 
Could you tell tales, good gentlemanly tales ? 

Ph, Ay, that I could. 

Bd. What sort of tales ? 

Ph, Why, lots. 

As, first, how Lamia spluttered when they caught 
her. 

And, next, Cardopion, how he swinged his mother. 
Bd. Pooh, pooh, no legends: give us something 
human. 

Some what we call domestic incident. 

Ph, O, ay, I know a rare domestic tale, 

“How once upon a time a cat and mouse—” 

Bd. “O fool and clown,” Thcogenes replied 
Rating the scavenger, what! would you tell 
Talcs of a cat and mouse, in company! 

Ph. What, then ? 

Bd. Some stylish thing, as how you went 

With Androclesand Cleisthcnes, surveying. 

Ph. Why, bless the boy, I never went surveying. 
Save once to Paros, at two obols a day. 

Bd. Still you must tell how splendidly, for in- 
stance, 

Ephudion fought the pancratiastic fight 
With young Ascondas: how the game old man 
Though grey, had ample sides, strong hands, firm 
fianks. 

An iron chest. 

Ph. What humbug ! could a man 

Fight the pancratium with an iron chest! 

Bd. This is the way our clever fellows talk. 

But try another tack: suppose you sat 
Drinking with strangers, what’s the pluckiest feat, 
Of all your young adventures, you could tell them? 
Ph. My pluckiest feat } O much my pluckiest, 
much. 

Was when I stole away Ergasion’s vine-poles. 

Bd. Tcha I poles indeed I Tell how you slew the 
boar, 

Or coursed the hare, or ran the torch-race, tell 
Your gayest, youthfullest act. 

Ph. My youthfullest action ? 

*Twas that I had, when quite a hobbledehoy. 

With fleet Phayllus: and I caught him too: 

Won by two — votes. ’Twas for abuse, that action. 
Bd. No more of that : but lie down there, and 
learn 

To be convivial and companionable. 

Ph. Yes; how lie down? 

Bd. In an elegant graceful way. 

Ph. Like this, do you mean ? 

Bd. No, not in the least like that. 

Ph. How then? 

Bd. Extend your knees, and let yourself 
With practised ease subside along the cushions; 
Then praise some piece of plate: inspect the ceiling; 
Admire the woven hangings of the hall. 

Ho! water for our hands! bring in the tables! 
Dinner! the after- wash! now the libation. 

Ph. Good heavens! then is it in a dream we are 
feasting? 
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Bd. The flute-girl has performed ! our fellow- 
guests 

Are Phanus, Aeschines, Theorus, Cleon, 

Another stranger at Acestor’s head. 

Could you with these cap verses properly ? 

Ph. Could I ? Ay, truly; no Diacrian better. 

Bd. I’ll put you to the proof. Suppose I’m Cleon. 
I’ll start the catch Harmodius. You’re to cap it. 

{singing) “Truly Athens never knew” 

Ph. {singing) “Such a rascally thief as you.” 

Bd. Will you do that ? You’ll perish in your noise. 
He’ll swear he’ll fell you, quell you, and expel you 
Out of this realm. 

Ph . Ay, truly, will he so ? 

And if he threaten. I’ve another strain. 

“Mon, lustin’ for power supreme, ye’ll mak* 

The city capseeze; she’s ntx) on the shak’.”j 
Bd. What if Theorus, lying at his feet, \ 

Should grasp the hand of Cleon, and begin, \ 
“From the story of Admetus learn, my friend, 
to love the good.” ^ 

How will you take that on ? 

Ph. I, very neatly, 

“It is not good the fox to play. 

Nor to side with both in a false friend’s way.” 

Bd. Next comes that son of Sellus, Aeschines, 
Clever, accomplished fellow, and he’ll sing 
“O the money, O the might. 

How Cleitagora and I, 

With the men of Thessaly”— 

Ph. “How we boasted, you and I.” 

Bd. Well, that will do : you’re fairly up to that : 

So come along: we’ll dine at Philoctemon’s. 

Boy! Chrysus! pack our dinner up; and now 
For a rare drinking-bout at last. 

Ph. No, no. 

Drinking ain’t good : I know what comes of 
drinking. 

Breaking of doors, assault, and battery. 

And then, a headache and a fine to pay. 

Bd. Not if you drink with gentlemen, you know. 
They’ll go to the in j ured man, and beg you off. 

Or you yourself will tell some merry tale, 

A jest from Sybaris, or one of Aesop’s, 

Learned at the feast. And so the matter turns 
Into a joke, and off he goes contented. 

Ph. O I’ll learn plenty of those talcs, if so 
I can get off, whatever wrong I do. 

Come, go we in : let nothing stop us now. Exeunt. 

Chorus 

Often have I deemed myself 

exceeding bright, acute, and clever. 
Dull, obtuse, and awkward never. 

That is what Amynias is, 

of Curling-borough, Sellus’ son; 
Him who now upon an apple 

and pomegranate dines, I saw 
At Leogoras’s table 
Eat as hard as he was able. 

Goodness, what a hungry maw I 
Pinched and keen as Antiphon. 
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Once he travelled to Pharsalus, our ambassador 
to be, 

There a solitary guest, he 
Stayed with only the Penestae, 

Coming from the tribe himself, 

the kindred tribe, of Penury. 

Fortunate Automenes, we envy your felicity; 

Every son of yours is of an infinite dexterity: 

First the Harper, known to all, and loved of all 
excessively, 

Grace and wit attend his steps, and elegant festivity, 
Next the Actor, shrewd of wit beyond all 
credibility: 

Last of all Ariphradcs, that soul of ingenuity. 

He who of his native wit, with rare originality, 

Hit upon an undiscovered trick of bestiality: 

All alone, the father tells us, striking out a novel line. 

Some there are who said that I 

was reconciled in amity, 
When upon me Cleon pressed, 

and made me smart with injury. 
Currying and tanning me: 

then as the stripes fell heavily 
Th’ outsiders laughed to see the sport, 

and hear me squalling lustily. 
Caring not a whit for me, but only looking merrily, 
To know if squeezed and pressed I chanced 

to drop some small buffoonery. 
Seeing this, I played the ape a little bit un- 
doubtedly. 

So then, after all, the Vine-pole 

proved unfaithful to the Vine. 

Enter xanthias. 

Xa. O lucky tortoises, to have such skins, 

Thrice lucky for the case upon your ribs: 

How well and cunningly your backs are roofed 
With tiling strong enough to keep out blows: 

Whilst I, Tm cudgelled and tattooed to death. 

Ch. How now, my boy ? for though a man be old. 
Still, if he’s beaten, we may call him boy. 

Xa. Was not the old man the most outrageous 
nuisance, 

Much the most drunk and riotous of all ? 

And yet we’d Lycon, Antiphon, Hippyllus, 
Lysistratus, Theophrastus, Phrynichus; 

But he was far the noisiest of the lot. 

Soon as he’d gorged his fill of the good cheer, 

He skipped, he leapt, and laughed, and frisked, and 
whinnied, 

Just like a donkey on a feed of corn: 

And slapped me youthfully, calling “Boy! Boy!” 

So then Lysistratus compared him thus; 

“Old man, ’’says he, “you’re like newwinefermenting. 
Or like a sompnour, scampering to its bran.” 

But he shrieked back, “And you, you’re like a locust 
That has just shed the lappets of its cloak, 

Or Sthenelus, shorn of his goods and chattels.” 

At this all clapped, save Thcophrast; but he 
Made a wry fiicc, being forsooth a wit. 


“And pray,” the old man asked him, “what makes 
you 

“Give yourself airs, and think yourself so grand. 

You grinning flatterer of the well-to-do?” 

Thus he kept bantering every guest in turn. 

Making rude jokes, and telling idle tales, 

In clownish fashion, relevant to nothing. 

At last, well drunk, homeward he turns once more, 
Aiming a blow at everyone he meets. 

Ah! here he’s coming; stumbling, staggering on. 
Methinks I’ll vanish ere I’m slapped again. 

Enter eniLocLiiON with a girl, guest. 
Ph. Up ahoy ! out ahoy I 

Some of you that follow me 
Shall ere long be crying. 

If they don’t shog off, I swear 

I’ll frizzle ’email with the torch I bear, 

I’ll set the rogues a-frying 
Guest. Zounds! we’ll all make you pay for this 
to-morrow, 

You vile old rake, however young you are! 

We’ll come and cite and summon you all together, 
Ph. Yah! hah! summon and cite! 

The obsolete notion ! don’t you know 
I’m sick of the names of your suits and 
claims. 

Faugh! Faugh! Pheugh! 

Here’s my delight! 

Away with the verdict-box! Won’t he go? 
Where’s the Heliast ? out of my sight! 

My little golden chafer, come up here, 

Hold by this rope, a rotten one perchance, 

But strong enough for you. Mount up, my dear. 

See now, how cleverly I filched you off, 

A wanton hussy, flirting with the guests. 

You owe me, child, some gratitude for that. 

But you’re not one to pay your debts, I know. 

0 no! you’ll laugh and chaff and slip away. 

That’s what you always do. But listen now. 

Be a good girl, and don’t be disobliging. 

And when my son is dead, I’ll ransom you, 

And make you an honest woman. For indeed 
I’m not yet master of my own affairs. 

1 am so young, and kept so very strict. 

My son’s my guardian, such a cross-grained man, 

A cummin-splitting, mustard-scraping fellow. 

He’s so afraid that 1 should turn out badly, 

For I’m in truth his only father now. 

But here he runs. Belike he’s after us. 

Quick, little lady, hold these links an instant; 

And won’t I quiz him boyishly and well, 

As he did me before the initiation. 

Bd. You there! you there! you old lascivious 
dotard ! 

Enamoured, eh ? ay of a fine ripe coffin. 

Oh, by Apollo, you shall smart for this! 

Ph. Dear, dear, how keen to taste a suit in pickle! 
Bd. No quizzing, sir, when you have filched away 
The flute-girl from our party. 

Ph. Eh ? what ? flute-girl ? 

You’re out of your mind, or out of your grave, or 
something. 
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Bd. Why, bless the fool, here’s Dardanis beside 
you! 

Ph, What, this ? why, this is a torch in the market- 
place! 

Bd, A torch, man? 

Ph, Clearly; pray observe the punctures. 

Bd, Then what’s this black here, on the top of 
her head ? 

Ph, Oh, that’s the rosin, oozing while it burns. 

Bd, Then this of course is not a woman’s arm ? 

Ph, Of course not ; that’s a sprouting of the pine. 

Bd, Sprouting be hanged. 

{to dardanis) You come along with me. 

Ph, Hi ! hi ! what are you at ? 

Bd, Marching her olf 

Out of your reach; a rotten, as I think, 

And impotent old man. {He leads girl into house.) 

Ph, Now look yc here : 

Once, when surveying at the Olympian games, 

I saw how splendidly Ephudion fought 
With young Ascondas: saw the game old man 
Up with his fist, and knock the youngster down. 

So mind your eye, or you’ll be pummelled too. 

Bd, {re-entering) Troth, you have learned 
Olympia to some purpose. 

Enter baking-girl with chaerephon. 
Bahjng’Girl. Oh, there he is! Oh, pray stand by me 
now! 

There’s the old rascal who misused me so. 

Banged with his torch, and toppled down from 
here 

Bread worth ten obols, and four loaves to boot. 

Bd, There now, you sec; troubles and suits once 
more 

Your wine will bring us. 

Ph, Troubles ? Not at all. 

A merry tale or two sets these things right. 

I’ll soon set matters right with this young woman. 

B,'G, No, by the Twain! you shan’t escape scot- 
free. 

Doing such damage to the goods of Myrtia, 

Sostrata’s daughter, and Anchylion’s, sir! 

Ph, Listen, good woman: I am going to tell you 
A pleasant tale. 

B.-G. Not me, by Zeus, sir, no! 

Ph, At Aesop, as he walked one eve from supper, 
There yapped an impudent and drunken bitch. 

Then Aesop answered, “O you bitch! you bitch! 

If in the stead of that ungodly tongue 
You’d buy some wheat, methinks you’d have more 
sense.” 

B.-G. Insult me too ? I summon you before 
The Market Court for damage done my goods, 

And for my sompnour have this Chaerephon. 

Ph, Nay, nay, but listen if 1 speak not fair. 

Simonides and Lasus once were rivals. 

Then Lasus says, “Pish, I don’t care,” says he. 

B.-G. You will, sir, will you ? 

Ph, And you, Chaerephon, 

Are you her sompnour, you, like fear-blanched Ino 
Pendent before Euripides’s feet P 

Exeunt baking-girl and chaerephon. 
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Bd, See, here’s another coming, as I live. 

To summon you : at least he has got his sompnour. 

Enter complainant. 
Complainant, O dear! O dear! Old man, I summon 
you 

For outrage. 

Bd. Outrage ? no, by the Gods, pray don’t. 

I’ll make amends for everything he has done 
(Ask what you will), and thank you kindly too. 

Ph, Nay, I’ll make friends myself without com- 
pulsion. 

I quite admit the assault and battery. 

So tell me which you’ll do; leave it to me 
To name the compensation I must pay 
To make us friends, or will you fix the sum ? 

Co, Name it yourself: I want no suits nor troubles. 
Ph. There t^aS a man of Sybaris, do you kno^ 
Thrown from his carriage, and he cracked his skull. 
Quite badly too. Fact was, he could not drivc.\ 
There was a friend of his stood by, and said, 

“Let each man exercise the art he knows.” 

So you, run off to Doctor Pittalus. 

Bd. Ay, this is like the rest of your behaviour. \ 

Co. {to bdelycleon) You, sir, yourself, 
remember what he says. 

Ph. Stop, listen. Once in Sybaris a girl 
Fractured a jug. 

Co, I call you, friend, to witness. 

Ph, Just so the jug: // called a friend to witness. 
Then said the girl of Sybaris, “By’r Lady,^ 

If you would leave off calling friends to witness, 

And buy a rivet, you would show more brains.” , 
Co, Jeer, till the Magistrate call on my case. 

Exit, 

Bd. No, by Demeter, but you shan’t stop here, 

I’ll take and carry you— 

Ph. What now! 

Bd. What now ? 

Carry you in: or soon there won’t be sompnours 
Enough for all your summoning complainants. 

Ph. The Delphians once charged Aesop— 

Bd. I don’t care. 

Ph. With having filched a vessel of their God. 

But Aesop up and told them that a beetle — 

Bd. Zounds! but I’ll finish you, beetles and all. 

Exeunt philocleon and bdelycleon. 

Chorus 

I envy much his fortune 
As he changes from his dry 
Ungenial life and manners. 

Another path to try. 

Now all to soft indulgence 
His eager soul will take. 

And yet perchance it will not. 

For, ah! ’tis hard to break 
From all your lifelong habits; 

Yet some the change have made, 

With other minds consorting. 

By other counsels swayed. 

^Persephone. 
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With us and all good people 
Great praise Philocleon’s son 
For filial love and genius 
In this afiair has won. 

Such sweet and gracious manners 
I never saw before, 

Nor ever with such fondness 
My doting heart gushed o*cr. 

Where proved he not the victor 
In all this wordy strife, 

Seeking to raise his father 
To higher paths of life ? 

Enter xanthxas. 

Xa, O Dionysus! here’s a pretty mess 
Into our house some power has whirligigged. 

Soon as the old man heard the pipe, and drank 
The long untasted wine, he grew so merry 
He won’t stop dancing all the whole night through 
Those strange old dances such as Thespis taught; 

And your new bards he’ll prove old fools, he says, 
Dancing against them in the lists directly. 

Re-enter philocleon and bdelycleon. 
Ph, Who sits, who waits at the entrance gates ? 

Xa. More and more is this evil advancing! 

PL Be the bolts undone, wc have just begun; 

This, this is the first evolution of dancing. 

Xa. First evolution of madness, I think. 

PL With the strong contortion the ribs twist round, 
And the nostril snorts, and the joints resound. 

And the tendons crack. 

Xa. O, hellebore drink! 

PL Cocklike, Phrynichus crouches and cowers, 

Xa. You’ll strike by and by. 

PL Then he kicks his leg to the wondering sky, 

Xa. O look to yourself, look out, look out. 

PL For now in these sinewy joints of ours 
The cup-like socket is twirled about. 

Bd. ’Twon’t do, by Zeus: ’twon’t do : ’tis down- 
right madness. 

PL Come on, I challenge all the world to dance. 
Now what tragedian thinks he dances well. 

Let him come in and dance a match with me. 

Well, is there one, or none ? 

Bd. Here’s only one. 

Enter Dancer as a crab. 


PL Who’s he, poor devil? 

Bd. ’Tis the midmost son 

Of poet Carcinus, the Crabbe. 

PL I’ll eat him. 

’Sdcath! I’ll destroy him with a knuckle-dance. 

He’s a born fool at rhythm. 

Bd. Nay, but look here! 

Here comes a brother crab, another son 
Of Carcinus. 

Enter another Dancer. 

PL ’Faith, I’ve got crab enough. 

Bd. Nothing but crabs! ’fore Zeus, nothing but 
crabs! 

Here creeps a third of Carcinus’s brood. 

PL Heyday ! what’s this ? a vinaigrette, or 
spider ? 

Enter a third Dancer. 

Bd. This is the Pinnoteer, of all the tribe 
The tiniest crab: a tragic poet too! 

PL O Carcinus! O proud and happy father! 

Here’s a fine troop of wrynecks settling down. 

Well, 1 must gird me to the fight: and you. 

Mix pickles for these crabs, in case 1 beat them. 

CL Come draw we aside, and leave them a wide, 
a roomy and peaceable exercise-ground, 
That before us therein like tops they may spin, 

revolving and whirling and twirling around. 
O lofty-titled sons of the ocean-roving sire. 

Ye brethren of the shrimps, come and leap 
On the sand and on the strand 

of the salt and barren deep. 
Whisk nimble feet around you; 

kick out, till all admire. 
The Phrynichcan kick to the sky ; 

That the audience may applaud, 

as they view your leg on high. 
On, on, in mazy circles; hit your stomach with 
your heel 

Fling legs aloft to heaven, 

as like spinning-tops you wheel. 
Your Sire is creeping onward, the Ruler of the Sea, 
He gazes with delight at his hobby-dancers three. 
Come, dancing as you arc, if you like it, lead away. 
For never yet, I warrant, has an actor till to-day 
Led out a chorus, dancing, at the ending of the 
Play. 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 
Two Servants of Trygaeus A Crest-Maker 


Trygaeus 

Daughters of Trygaeus 

Hermes 

War 

Riot 

Hierocles 
A Sickle-Maker 

The scene represents the exterior of the house of 
trygaeus, two of whose servants are visible 
in the foreground^ ministering to the wants of 
an enormous dung-beetle^ which is confined in 
one of the outer courts^ the walls of the court 
being sufficiently high to conceal its inmate from 
the audience, 

ist Servant. Bring, bring the beetle cake; 

quick there, quick! quick. 

2nd Servant. Here! 

\st S. Give it him, the abominable brute. 

2nd S. O may he never taste a daintier morsel! 
istS. Now bring another, shaped from asses’ dung. 
2 nd S. Here, here again. 

ist S. Where’s that you brought just now? 

He can’t have eaten it. 

2ndS. No; he trundled it 

With his two feet, and bolted it entire. 
ist S. Quick, quick, and beat up several, firm and 
tight. 

2nd S. O help me, scavengers, by all the Gods! 

Or I shall choke and die before your eyes. 

ist S. Another cake, a boy -companion’s bring him: 
He wants one finelier moulded. 

2nd S. Here it is. 

There’s one advantage in this work, my masters: 

No man will say I pick my dishes now. 

ist S. Pah! more, bring more, another and another; 
Keep kneading more. 

2nd S. By Apollo, no, not I! 

I can’t endure this muck a moment longer; 

I’ll take and pitch the muck-tub in and all. 
ist S. Aye to the crows, and follow it yourself. 

2nd S. Can any one of you, I wonder, tell me 
Where I can buy a nose not perforated ? 

There’s no more loathly miserable task 
Than to be mashing dung to feed a beetle. 

A pig or dog will take its bit of muck 

Just as it falls: but this conceited brute 

Gives himself airs, and, bless you, he won’t touch it 

Unless I mash it all day long, and serve it 

As for a lady, in a rich round cake. 

Now I’ll peep in and see if he has done, 


A Breastplate-Seller 
A Trumpeter 
A Helmet-Seller 
A Spear-Burnisher 
Son of Lamachus 
Son of Cleon ymus 
Chorus of Farmers 

Holding the door, thus, that he mayn’t observe me. 
Aye, tuck away ; go gobbling on, don’t stop ; \ 

I hope you’ll burst yourself before you know it^ 
Wretch ! how he throws himself upon his food, \ 
Squared like a wrestler, grappling with his jaws;. 
Twisting his head and hands, now here, now there. 
For all the world like men who plait and weave 
Those great thick ropes to tow the barges with. 

’Tis a most stinking, foul, voracious brute. 

Nor can I tell whose appanage he is: 

I really think he can’t be Aphrodite’s, 

Nor yet the Graces’. 
ist S. No ? then whose ? 

2ndS. I take it 

This is the sign of sulphur-bolting Zeus. 

Now I suspect some pert young witling there 
Is asking, “Well, but what’s it all about ? 

What can the beetle mean ?” And then I think 
That some Ionian, sitting by, will answer, 

“Now, I’ve nae doubt but this is aimed at Cleon, 

It eats the muck sae unco shamelessly.’’ 

But I will in, and give the beetle drink. 

ist S. And I will tell the story to the boys. 

And to the lads, and also to the men. 

And to the great and mighty men among you, 

And to the greatest mightiest men of all. 

My master’s mad; a novel kind of madness. 

Not your old style, but quite a new invention. 

For all day long he gazes at the sky. 

His mouth wide open, thus; and rails at Zeus: 

“O Zeus,’’ says he, “what seekest thou to do? 

Lay down thy besom, sweep not Hellas bare!’’ 
Trygaeus. {behind the scenes) Ah me! Ah me! 

2nd S. Hush ! for methinks I hear him speaking now. 
Tr. {behind the scenes) O Zeus, 

What wouldest thou with our people ? Thou wilt 
drain 

The lifeblood from our cities ere thou knowestl 
2nd S. Aye, there it is; that’s just what I was saying: 
Ye hear yourselves a sample of his ravings. 

But what he did when first the frenzy seized him 
I’ll tell you; he kept muttering to himself, 

“Oh if I could but somehow get to Zeus!’’ 

With that he got thin scaling ladders made. 
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And tried by them to scramble up to heaven, 

Till he came tumbling down, and cracked his skull. 
Then yesterday he stole I know not whither. 

And brought a huge Aetnaean beetle home. 

And made me groom it, while he coaxed it down 
Like a young favourite colt, and kept on saying, 

“Wee Pegasus, my flying thoroughbred. 

Your wings must waft me straight away to Zeus!” 
Now I’ll peep in and see what he’s about. 

Oh, mercy on us! neighbours! neighbours! help! 

My master’s got astride upon the beetle. 

And up they go ascending in the air. 

Enter trygaeus on a great dung-beetle with 
wings spread. 

Tr. Fair and softly, my beastlet, at first. 

Start not at once with a violent burst. 

In the proud delight of your eager might. 

Ere your joints with sweat are relaxed and wet 
From the powerful swing of your stalwart wing. 

And breathe not strong as we soar along; 

If you can’t refrain, you had best remain 
Down here in the stalls of your master’s halls. 

2ndS. O master of me! why how mad you must be! 
Tr. Keep silence! keep silence! 

2nd S. Why, where do you try so inanely to fly ? 

Tr. My flight for the sake of all Hellas I take, 

A novel and daring adventure preparing. 

2nd S. Why can’t you remain at home, and be 
sane? 

Tr. O let not a word of ill omen be heard, 

But greet me with blessings and cheers as I go. 
And order mankind to be silent below; 

And please to be sure with bricks to secure 
All places receptive of dung and manure. 

2nd S. No, no; I won’t keep still, unless you tell me 
Whither you’re flying off. 

Tr. Whither, except 

To visit Zeus in heaven ? 
istS. Whatever for? 

Tr. I’m going to ask him what he is going to do 
About the Hellenic peoples, one and all. 
ist S. And if he won’t inform you ? 

Tr. I’ll indict him 

As giving Hellas over to the Medes. 

2 nd S. {struggling with trygaeus) 

Not while I live, so help me Dionysus! 

Tr. There is no way but this. 

2nd S. Here ! children ! here I 

Quick! quick! your father’s stealing off to heaven. 
Leaving you here deserted and forlorn. 

Speak to him, plead with him, you ill-starred maidens. 

Enter the daughters of trygaeus. 

Girl. O father, O father, and can it be true 
The tale that is come to our ears about you. 

That along with the birds you are going to go, 
And to leave us alone and be off to the crow ? 

Is it a fact, O my father ? 

O tell me the truth if you love me. 
Tr. Yes, It appears so, my children : 

in truth, I am sorry to see you 
Calling me dearest papa, 

and asking me bread for your dinner, 


When I have got in the house 

not an atom of silver to buy it; 
But if I ever return with success 

ye shall soon be enjoying 

Buns of enormous size, 

with strong fist-sauce to improve them. 
Gi And what’s to be the method of your passage ? 
Ships will not do: they cannot go this journey. 

Tr. I ride a steed with wings: no ships for me. 

Gi. But what’s the wit of harnessing a beetle 
To ride on it to heaven, papa, papa ? 

Tr. It is the only living thing with wings. 

So Aesop says, that ever reached the Gods. 

Gi. O father, father, that’s too good a story 
That such a stinking brute should enter heaven! 

Tr. It went to lake revenge upon the eagle. 

And break her eggs, a many years ago. 

Gi. But should you not have harnessed Pegasus, 
And so, in tragic style, approach the (Jods? 

Tr. Nay, then I must have had supplies for two; 

But now the very food I eat myself. 

All this will presently be food for him. 

Gi. What if he fall in wintry watery waves. 

How will his wings help extricate him then ? 

Tr. Oh, I’ve a rudder all prepared for that: 

My ship’s a beetle-sloop, of Naxian make. 

Gi. What bay will land you drifting drifting 
on? 

Tr. Why, in Peiracus, there’s the Beetle Bay. 

Gi. Yet, O be careful lest you tumble off. 

And (lame for life) afford Euripides 
A subject, and become a tragic hero. 

Tr. I’ll see to that : goodbye, goodbye, my dears! 
But you, for whom 1 toil and labour so. 

Do for three days resist the calls of nature; 

Since, if my beetle in the air should smell it. 

He’ll toss me headlong off, and turn to graze. 

Up, up, my Pegasus, merrily, cheerily. 

With ears complacent, while blithe and bold 
Your curbs shake out their clatter of gold. 

(I wonder what in the world he means 
By pointing his nose at those foul latrines.) 

Rise, gallantly rise, from the earth to the skies, 

And on with the beat of your pinion fleet 
Till you come to Zeus in his heavenly seat. 

From all your earthly supplies of dirt. 

From ordure and muck your nostril avert. 

Man! man in Peiraeus! you’ll kill me I swear. 
Committing a nuisance! good fellow, forbear; 

Dig it down in the ground, scatter perfumes around, 
Heap, heap up the earth on the top. 

Plant swect-smclling thyme to encircle the mound. 
Bring myrrh on its summit to drop; 

For if I through your folly shall tumble to-day. 

And my enterprise fail to succeed in. 

Five talents the city of Chios shall pay 

On account of your breach— of good -breeding. 

The scene suddenly changes.^ 

^Trygaeus has been in the air supported by some sort 
of crane, but now some sort of platform is pushed for- 
ward, with the Palace of Zeus for its background, and on 
this Trygaeus dismounts. 
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2>>unds! how you scared me: Fm not joking now. 

1 say, scene'shifter, have a care of me. 

You gave me quite a turn ; and if you don’t 
Take care. I’m certain I shall feed my beetle. 

But now, methinks, we must be near the Gods; 

And sure enough there stand the halls of Zeus. 

Oh, open! open! who’s in waiting here ? 

Hermes, {within) A breath of man steals o’er me: 

whence, whence comes it ? {Opens door.) 

O Heracles, what’s this ? 

Tf. A beetle-horse. 

He. O shameless miscreant, vagabond, and rogue, 
O miscreant, utter miscreant, worst of miscreants. 
How came you here, you worst of all the miscreants ? 
Your name ? what is it ? speak 1 
Tr. The worst of miscreants. 

He. Your race ? your country ? answer I 
Tr. Worst of miscreants. 

He. And who’s your father ? 

Tr. Mine ? the worst of miscreants. 

He, O by the Earth but you shall die the death 
Unless you tell me who and what you are. 

Tr. Trygaeus, an Athmonian, skilled in vines; 

No sycophant, no lover of disputes. 

He. Why are you come ? 

Tr. To offer you this meat. 

He. How did you get here. Wheedling ? 

Tr. Oho, Greedling! 

Then I’m not quite the worst of miscreants now. 

So just step in and summon Zeus. 

He. OlOl 

When you’re not likely to come near the Gods! 
They’re gone: they left these quarters yesterday. 

Tr. Where on Earth arc they ? 

He. Earth, indeed I 

Tr. But where? 

He. Far, far away, close to Heaven’s highest dome, 
Tr. How came they then to leave you here alone ? 
He. I have to watch the little things they left, 
Pipkins and pannikins and trencherlets. 

Tr. And what’s the reason that they went away ? 
He. They were so vexed with Hellas: therefore 
here 

Where they were dwelling, they’ve established 
War, 

And given you up entirely to his will. 

But they themselves have settled uj) aloft, 

As high as they can go; that they no more 
May see your fightings or receive your prayers. 

Tr. Why have they treated us like that ? do teU 
me. 

“^^can b^'causc, though They were oftentimes for 
^"'OiorcA^c, 

* «^shing ould have War. If the Laconians 


Poi/ ^ 2 ike iWght advantage, they would say, 
^his conoll master Attic catch it”; 

* “^00 of luck, 

an»to treat for peace, 
round cake.eing taken in, 


Athene! Zeus! we can’t consent to this; 

They’re sure to come again if we keep Pylus.” 

Tr. Y es ; that’s exactly how we talked : exactly. 

He. So that I know not if ye e’er again 
Will see the face of Peace. 

Tr. Why, where’s she gone to ? 

He. War has immured her in a deep deep pit. 

Tr. Where? 

He. Here, beneath our feet. And you may sec 
The heavy stones he piled about its mouth. 

That none should take her out. 

Tr. I wish you’d tell me 

How he proposes now to deal with us. 

He. I only know that yester eve he brought 
Into this house a most gigantic mortar. 

Tr. What is he going to do with that,/I wonder! 
He. He means to put the cities in and pound 
them. \ 

But 1 shall go. He’s making such a din \ 

I think he’s coming out. \ Exit. 

Tr. Shoo 1 let me run\ 

Out of his way: methought that I mysclL 
Heard a great mortar’s war-inspiring blast;. 

Enter war, bearing a gigantic mortar^ in which he 
is about to mix a salad. 

War. O mortals! mortals! wondrous- woeful 
mortals! 

How ye will suffer in your jaws directly! 

Tr. O King Apollo, what a great big mortar! 

Oh the mere look of War how bad it is! 

Is this the actual War from whom we flee, > 

The dread tough War, the War upon the legs ? 

War. {throwing in leel(s) 

O Prasiael O thrice wretched, five times wretched, 
And tens of times, how you’ll be crushed to-day! 

Tr. Friends, this as yet is no concern of ours, 

This is a blow for the Laconian side. 

War. {throwing in garlic) 

O Megara! Megara! in another moment. 

How you’ll be worn, and torn, and ground to salad! 

Tr. Good gracious! O what heavy, bitter tears 
He has thrown in to mix for Megara. 

War. {throwing in cheese) 

O Sicily! and you’ll be ruined too. 

Tr. Ah, how that hapless state will soon be grated! 
War. And now I’ll pour some Attic honey in. 

Tr. Hey, there, I warn you, use some other honey : 
Be sparing of the Attic; that costs sixpence. 

War. Ho, bo)d boy! Riot! 

Riot, {entering) What’s your will ? 

War. You’ll catch it, 

You rascal, standing idle there! take that! 

Ri. Ugh, how it stings. O me! O me! why, master, 
Sure you’ve not primra your knuckles with the 
garlic? 

War. Run in and get a pestle. 

Ri. We’ve not got one; 

We only moved in yesterday, you know. 

War. TTicn run at once and borrow one from 
Athens. 

Ri. I’ll run by Zeus; or else I’m sure to catch it. 

Exit. 
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Tr. What’s to bedone, my poor dear mortals, now ? 
Just see how terrible our danger is; 

For if that varlet bring a pestle back, 

War will sit down and pulverize our cities. 

Heavens! may he perish, and not bring one back. 

Ri. You there! 

War, What ! Don’t you bring it ? 

Ri, Just look here, sir; 

The pestle the Athenians had is lost, 

The tanner fellow that disturbed all Hellas. 

Tr, O well done he, Athene, mighty mistress; 

Well is he lost, and for the state’s advantage. 

Before they’ve mixed us up this bitter salad. 

War, Then run away and fetch from Lacedaemon 
Another pestle. 

Ri. Yes, sir. 

War, Don’t be long. 

Tr. Now is the crisis of our fate, my friends. 

And if there’s here a man initiate 
In Samothrace, ’tis now the hour to pray 
For the averting of— the varlet’s feet. 

Ri. Alas ! alas ! and yet again, alas ! 

War. What ails you ? don’t you bring one now ? 

Ri. O Sir, 

The Spartans too have lost their pestle now. 

War, How so, you rascal ? 

Ri. Why, they lent it out 

To friends up Thraceward, and they lost it there. 

Tr, And well done they! well done! Twin sons of 
Zeus! 

Take courage, mortals; all may yet be well. 

War. Pick up the things, and carry them away. 

I’ll go within and make myself a pestle. 

Exeunt war and riot. 

Tr. Now may I sing the ode that Datis^ made. 

The ode he sang in ecstasy at noon, 

“Eh, sirs. I’m pleased, and joyed, and comforted.” 
Now, men of Hellas, now the hour has come 
To throw away our troubles and our wars. 

And, ere another pestle rise to stop us. 

To pull out Peace, the joy of all mankind. 

O all ye farmers, merchants, artisans, 

O all ye craftsmen, aliens, sojourners, 

O all ye islanders, O all ye peoples, 

I Come with ropes, and spades, and crowbars, 

come in eager hurrying haste, 
I Now the cup of happy fortune, 

brothers, it is ours to taste. 
Enter chorus of laborers. 
Chorus. Come then, heart and soul, my comrades, 
haste to win this great salvation. 
Now or never, now if ever, 

come, the whole Hellenic nation! 
brow away your ranks and squadrons, 

throw your scarlet plagues away, 
> at length the day is dawning, 

Lamachus-detesting day! 
) be thou our guide and leader, 

managing, presiding o’er us, 

^Persian commander at Marathon and noted for his 
plunders in Greek. Thus, the verb endings of 1. 291. 
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For I think I shan’t give over 

in this noble task before us, 
Till with levers, cranes, and pulleys 

once again to light we haul 
Peace, the Goddess best and greatest, 

vineyard' lovingest of all. 
Tr, O be quiet ! O be quiet ! by your noisy loud 
delight 

You will waken War, the demon, 

who is crouching out of sight. 
Ch. Owejoy, wejoy, wejoy, to 

hear your glorious proclamations, 
So unlike that odious “Wanted 

at the camp with three days’ rations.” 
Tr. Y et beware, beware, remember 1 

Cerberus is down below: 
He may come with fuss and fury 

(as when he was here you know), 
Every obstacle and hindrance 

in the way of Peace to throw. 
Ch. Who shall bear her, who shall tear her, 

from these loving arms away. 
If I once can clasp and grasp her ? 

O hurrah! hurrah! hurrah! 
Tr, Zounds ! you’ll surely be our ruin ; 

stop your clamour, I entreat: 
War will by and bye come trampling 

everything beneath his feet. 
Ch. Let him stamp, and tramp, and trample, 

let him do whate’er he will, 
I am so immensely happy that I really can’t be still, 
Tr. What the mischief! what’s the matter ? 

do not, by the Gods, I pray. 
With your dancings and your prancings 

spoil our noble work to-day. 
Ch. Really now I didn’t mean to: no I didn’t, I 
declare; 

Quite without my will my ankles 

will perform this joyous air. 
Tr. Well, but don’t go on at present ; 

cease your dancing or you’ll rue it. 
Ch. Look, observe. I’ve really ceased it. 

Tr. So you say, but still you do it. 

Ch. Only once, I do beseech you ; only j ust a 
single hop. 

Tr. Well then, one ; make haste about it ; 

only one, and then you stop. 
Ch. Stop ? of course we stop with pleasure 

if ’twill your designs assist. 
Tr. Well, but look; you’re still proceeding. 

Ch. Just, by Zeus, one other twist 

Let me fling my right leg upwards, 

and I’ll really then refrain. 
Tr, This indulgence too I’ll grant you, 

so you don’t offend again. 
Ch, Hah! but here’s my left leg also; 

it must have its turn, ’tis plain. 
{dancing vigorously with both l^s) 
I’m so happy, glad, delighted, 

getting rid of arms at last, 
More than if, my youth renewing, 

1 the slough of Age had cast. 
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Tr. Well, but don’t exult at present, 

for we’re all uncertain still. 
But, when once we come to hold her, 

then be merry if you will; 
Then will be the time for laughing. 

Shouting out in jovial glee, 

Sailing, sleeping, feasting, quaffing. 

All the public sights to see. 

Then the Cottabus be playing. 

Then be hip-hip-hip-hurrahing. 

Pass the day and pass the night 
Like a regular Sybarite. 

Ch. O that it were yet my fortune 

those delightful days to seel 
Woes enough I’ve had to bear. 

Sorry pallets, trouble, care. 

Such as fell to Phormio’s share, 

I would never more thereafter so morose and bitter 
be, 

Nor a judge so stubborn-hearted, 

unrelenting, and severe; 
You shall find me yielding then. 

Quite a tender youth again, 

When these weary times depart. 

Long enough we’ve undergone 
Toils and sorrows many a one. 

Worn and spent and sick at heart. 

From Lyceum, to Lyceum, 

trudging on with shield and spear. 
Now then tell us what you would 
Have us do, and we’ll obey. 

Since by fortune fair and good 
You’re our sovereign Lord to-day. 

Tr. Come let me see which way to move the 
stones. 

Re-enter hermes. 

He. Rogue! miscreant! what are you up to now ? 
Tr. No harm; 

Everything’s right, as Cillicon observed. 

He. Wretch! you shall die! 

Tr. When it’s my lot, of course. 

For being Hermes you’ll use lots, I know. 

He. O you are doomed ! doomed ! doomed ! 

Tr. Yes ? for what day ? 

He. This very instant. 

Tr. But I’m not prepared : 

I’ve bought no bread and cheese, as if to die. 

He. Ah, well, you’re absolutely gone! 

Tr. That’s odd. 

To get such famous luck and yet not know it. 

He. Then don’t you know that death’s de- 
nounced by Zeus 
On all found digging here? 

Tr. And is it so? 

And must I die indeed ? 

He. Y ou must indeed. 

Tr. O then, I prithee, lend me half a crown. 

I’ll buy a pig, and get initiate first. 

He. Ho! Zeus! Zeus! thunder-crasher! 

Tr. O pray don’t. 

O by the heavenly powers don’t peach upon us. 

He, No» no, 1 won’t keep silence. 


Tr. O pray do. 

0 by the heavenly meat I brought you, master. 

He. Why, bless you, Zeus will quite demolish me 

If I don’t shout and tell him all about it. 

Tr. O pray don’t shout, my darling dearest 
Hermes. 

Don’t stand gaping there, my comrades; 

are ye quite deprived of speech ? 
What’s the matter ? speak, ye rascals! 

if you don’t, he’s safe to peach. 
Ch. Do not, do not, mighty Hermes, 

do not, do not shout, I pray, 
If you e’er have tasted swine. 

Tasted sucking-pigs of mine. 

Which have soothed your throat divine. 

Think upon it, think upon it, , 

nor despise the deed tej-day. 
Tr. King and master, won’t you listen \ 

to the coaxing words they «ay ? 
Ch. View us not with wrathful eye, \ 

Nor our humble prayers deny, ^ 

From this dungeon let us hand her. 

O if you indeed detest, 

And abhor the sweeping crest 
And the eyebrows of Peisandcr, 

Let us now, O God most gracious! 

let us carry Peace away. 
Then we’ll glad processions bring. 

Then with sacrifices due, 

We will always, lord and king, 

We will always honour you. 

Tr. O sir, be pitiful, and heed their cry: 

*rhcy never showed you such respect as now. 

He. Why, no; they never were such thieves as now. 
Tr. And then I’ll tell you a tremendous secret, 

A horrid dreadful plot against the Gods. 

He. Well, tell away : I’m open to conviction. 

Tr. ’Tis that the Moon and vile immoral Sun 
Have long been plotting to your hurt: and now 
They’re giving Hellas up to the Barbarians. 

He. Why are they doing that ? 

Tr. Because, by Zeus! 

We sacrifice lo you, but those Barbarians 
Only to them. So naturally they 
Are very anxious that we all should perish. 

And they get all the rites of all the Gods. 

He. Then that’s the reason why they clipped the 
days. 

And nibbled off their rounds, misguiding sinners. 

Tr. It is, it is: come, Hermes, lend a hand, 

Help us to pull her out. And then for you 
We’ll celebrate the great Panathenaea, 

And all the other rites of all the Gods, 

Demeter, Zeus, Adonis, all for you; 

And everywhere the cities saved from woe 
Will sacrifice to you, the Saviour Hermes. 

Much, much besides you’ll gain: and first of all 

1 give you this {producing a gold cup ) , 

a vessel for libations. 
He. Fie I how I soften at the sight of gold ! 

There, my men, the work’s before you! 

I’ve got nothing more to say. 
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Quick, take up your spades, and enter, 

shovelling all the stones away. 
Ch. Gladly, gladly will we do it, 

wisest of the Gods; and you. 
Like a skilled superior craftsman, 

teach us what we ought to do. 
I warrant, when the way we know, 

you’ll find us anything but slow. 
Tr. Hold out the vessel, and we’ll launch the work 
With free libations and with holy prayers. 

He, Pour libations. 

Silence! silence! pour libations. 

Tr. And as we pour we’ll pray. O happy morn. 

Be thou the source of every joy to Hellas! 

And O may he who labours well to-day 
Be never forced to bear a shield again! 

Ch, No; may he spend his happy days in peace. 
Stirring the fire, his mistress at his side. 

Tr, If there be any that delights in war. 

King Dionysus, may he never cease 
Picking out spearheads from his funny-bones. 

Ch, If any, seeking to be made a Captain, 

Hates to see Peace return, O may he ever 
Fare in his battles like Cleonymus. 

Tr. If any merchant, selling spears or shields. 
Would fain have battles, to improve his trade. 

May he be seized by thieves and eat raw barley. 

Ch, If any would-be General won’t assist us. 

Or any slave preparing to desert. 

May he be flogged, and broken on the wheel. 

But on ourselves all joy: hip, hip, hurrah! 

Tr. Don* t talk of being hipped : Hurrah’s the 
word. 

Ch, Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah’s the word to-day. 

Tr. (pouring libations) 

To Hermes, Love, Desire, the Hours, and Graces. 
Ch, Not Arcs? 

Tr. (with disgust) ^q\ 

Ch. NorEnyalius? 

Tr. No. 

Ch. Now all set to, and labour at the ropes. 

He. Yo ho! pull away. 

Ch. Pull away a little stronger. 

He. Yo ho! pull away. 

Ch. Keep it up a little longer. 

He, Pull, pull, pull, pull. 

Tr. Ah they don’t pull all alike. 

Cease your craning: *tis but feigning; 
Pull, Boeotians! or I’ll strike. 

He, Yo ho! pull away. 

Tr. Pull away, away, away. 

Ch, (to TRYGAEUs and hermes) 

Verily you should be helping us too. 

Tr, (indignantly) Don’t I strain, might and 
main, 

Cling and swing tug and haul ? 

Ch, Yet we don’t advance at all. 

Tr. Now don’t sit there and thwart us, Lamachus. 
We don’t require your Bugaboo,^ my man. 

^Thc Gorgon shield of Lamachus, one of the Athenian 
generals in the Sicilian expedition. 
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He. These Argives, too, they give no help at all. 
They only laugh at us, our toils and troubles. 

And all the while take pay from cither side. 

Tr. But the Laconians, comrade, pull like men. 

He. Ah, mark, ’tis only such as work in wood 
That fain would help us: but the smith impedes. 

Tr. And the Megarians do no good : they pull, 
though. 

Scrabbling away like ravenous puppy dogs. 

Good lack! they’re regularly starved and ruined. 

Ch. We make no way, my comrades: we must try 
A strong pull, and a long pull, all together. 

He. Yo ho! pull away. 

Tr. Keep it up a little longer. 

He. Yo ho ! pull away. 

Tr. Yes, by Zeus! a little stronger. 

Ch. Very slow, now we go. 

Tr. What a shameful dirty trick ! 

Some are working, others shirking, 
Argives, ye shall feel the stick. 

He, Yo ho! pull away. 

Tr. Pull away, away, away. 

Ch, Some of you still arc designing us ill. 

Tr. Y e who fain Peace would gain. 

Pull and strain, might and main. 

Ch. Some one’s hindering us again. 

He. Plague take you, men of Mcgara ; get out f 
The Goddess hates you: she remembers well 
*Twas you that primed her up at first with garlic. 
Stop, stop, Athenians: shift your hold a little; 

It’s no use pulling as you’re now disposed. 

You don’t do anything but go to law. 

No, if you really want to pull her out. 

Stand back a trifle further towards the sea. 

Ch, Come, let us farmers pull alone, 

and set our shoulders to it. 
He, Upon my word you’re gaining ground: 

I think you’re going to do it. 
Ch. He says we’re really gaining ground : 

cheer up, cheer up, my hearty. 
Tr. The farmers have it all themselves, 

and not another party. 
Ch. Pull again, pull, my men. 

Now we’re gaining fast. 

Never slacken, put your back in, 

Here she comes at last. 

Pull, pull, pull, pull, every man, all he can; 

Pull, pull, pull, pull, pull. 

Pull, pull, pull, pull, all together. 

PEACE is lifted out with her two attendants^ harvest- 
home and MAYFAIR. 

Tr. Giver of grapes, O how shall I address you ? 

O for a word ten thousand buckets big 
Wherewith to accost you: for I’ve none at hand. 
Good morning, Harvesthome: good morn, Mayfair. 
O what a lovely charming face, Mayfair! 

(Kisses her) 

O what a breath! how fragrant to my heart. 

How sweet, how soft, with perfume and inaction. 
He. Not quite the odour of a knapsack, eh ? 

Tr. Faugh ! that odious pouch of odious men, I 
hate it. 
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It has a smell of rancid-onion- whiffs; 

But of harvests, banquets, festivals. 

Flutes, thrushes, plays, the odes of Sophocles, 
Euripidean wordlets, 

He, O how dare you 

Slander her so: I’m sure she does not like 
That logic-monger’s wordy disputations. 

Tr, {continuing) The bleating lambs, the ivy-leaf, 
the vat. 

Full-bosomed matrons hurrying to the farm. 

The tipsy maid, the drained and emptied flask. 

And many another blessing. 

He, And look there. 

See how the reconciled cities greet and blend 
In peaceful intercourse, and laugh for joy; 

And that, too, though their eyes are swoln and 
blackened, 

And all cling fast to cupping instruments. 

Tr, Yes, and survey the audience: by their looks 
You can discern their trades. 

He, O dear! O dear! 

Don’t you observe the man that makes the crests 
Tearing his hair ? and yon’s a pitchfork-seller; 

Fie! how he fillips the sword-cutler there. 

Tr, And see how pleased that sickle-maker looks. 
Joking and poking the spear- burnisher. 

He, Now then give notice: let the farmers go. 

Tr, O yes! O yes! the farmers all may go 
Back to their homes, farm-implements and all. 

You can leave your darts behind you; 

yea, for sword and spear shall cease. 
All things all around are teeming 

with the mellow gifts of Peace; 
Shout your Paeans, march away 

to labour in your fields to-day. 
Ch, Day most welcome to the farmers 

and to all the just and true, 
Now I see you I am eager 

once again my vines to view. 
And the fig-trees which I planted 

in my boyhood’s early prime, 
I would fain salute and visit 

after such a weary time. 
Tr. First, then, comrades, to the Goddess 

be our grateful prayers addressed. 
Who has freed us from the Gorgons 

and the fear-inspiring crest. 
Next a little salt provision fit for country uses buy. 
Then with merry expedition 

homeward to the fields we’ll hie. 
He, O Poseidon! fair their order, 

sweet their serried ranks to see: 
Right and tight, like rounded biscuits, 

or a thronged festivity. 
Tr. Yes, by Zeusl the well-armed mattock 

seems to sparkle as we gaze. 
And the burnished pitchforks glitter 

in the sun’s delighted rays. 
Very famously with those 

will they clear the vineyard rows. 
So that I myself am eager 

homeward to my farm to go, 
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Breaking up the little furrows 

(long-neglected) with the hoe. 
Think of all the thousand pleasures. 

Comrades, which to Peace we owe, 

All the life of ease and comfort 
Which she gave us long ago: 

Figs and olives, wine and myrtles. 

Luscious fruits preserved and dried, 

Banks of fragrant violets, blowing 
By the crystal fountain’s side; 

Scenes for which our hearts are yearning, 

Joys that we have missed so long 

—Comrades, here is Peace returning. 

Greet her back with dance and song! 

Ch, Welcome, welcome, best and dearest, 

welcome, welcome, welcomes home. 
We have Ibioked and longed for thee, 

Looking, longing, wondrously, 

Once again our farms to see. 

O the joy, the bliss, the rapture, 

really to behold thee ^ome. 
Thou wast aye our chief en j oy men t, \ 

thou wast aye our greatest ^ain. 
We who ply the farmer’s trade 
Used, through thy benignant aid. 

All the joys of life to hold. 

Ah! the unbought pleasures free 
Which we erst received of thee 
In the merry days of old, 

When thou wast our one salvation 

and our roasted barley grain. 
Now will all the tiny shoots. 

Sunny vine and fig-tree sweet. 

All the happy flowers and fruits. 

Laugh for joy thy steps to greet. 

Ah, but where has Peace been hiding 

all these long and weary hours? 
Hermes, teach us all the story, 

kindest of the heavenly Powers. 
He, O most sapient worthy farmers, 

listen now and understand. 
If you fain would learn the reason, 

why it was she left the land. 
Pheidias began the mischief, 

having come to grief and shame, 
Pericles was next in order, 

fearing he might share the blame. 
Dreading much your hasty temper, 

and your savage bulldog ways. 
So before misfortune reached him, 

he contrived a flame to raise. 
By his Megara-enactment^ 

setting all the world ablaze. 
Such a bitter smoke ascended 

while the flames of war he blew, 
That from every eye in Hellas 

everywhere the tears it drew. 
Wailed the vine, and rent its branches, 

when the evil news it heard; 

^The interdict prohibiting the Megarians from all 
intercourse with the Athenian empire. 
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Butt on butt was dashed and shivered, 

by revenge and anger stirred; 
There was none to stay the tumult; 

Peace in silence disappeared. 
Tr, By Apollo I had never 

heard these simple facts narrated, 
No, nor knew she was so closely 

to our Pheidias related. 
Ch, No, nor I, till just this moment: 

that is why she looks so fair. 
Goodness me! how many things 

escape our notice I declare. 
He, Then when once the subject cities, 

over whom ye bare the sway. 
Saw you at each other snarling, 

growling angrier day by day. 
To escape the contributions, 

every willing nerve they strained. 
And the chief Laconian leaders 

by enormous bribes they gained. 
These at once for filthy lucre, 

gucst-deludcrs as they are. 
Hustling out this gracious lady, 

greedily embraced the War. 
But from this their own advantage 

ruin to their farmers came; 
For from hence the eager galleys 

sailing forth with vengeful aim. 
Swallowed up the figs of people 

who were not, perchance, to blame. 
Tr, Very j ustly, very j ustly I 

richly had they earned the blow. 
Lopping down the dusky fig-tree 

I had loved and nurtured so. 
Ch. Very justly, very justly! 

since my great capacious bin. 
Ugh! the rascals came across it, 

took a stone, and stove it in. 
He, Then your labouring population, 

flocking in from vale and plain. 
Never dreamed that, like the others, 

they themselves were sold for gain, 
But as having lost their grape-stones, 

and desiring figs to get. 

Every one his rapt attention 

on the public speakers set; 
These beheld you poor and famished, 

lacking all your home supplies. 
Straight they pitchforked out the Goddess, 

scouting her with yells and cries, 
Whensoe’er (for much she loved you) 

back she turned with wistful eyes. 
Then with suits they vexed and harassed 

your substantial rich allies. 
Whispering in your car, “ The fellow 

leans to Brasidas,” and you 
Like a pack of hounds in chorus 

on the quivering victim flew. 
Yea, the City, sick and pallid, 

shivering with disease and fright. 
Any calumny they cast her, 

ate with ravenous appetite. 


Till at last your friends peresiving 

whence their heavy wounds arose, 
Stopped with gold the mouths of speakers 

who were such disastrous foes. 
Thus the scoundrels throve and prospered: 

whilst distracted Hellas came 
Unobserved to wrack and ruin: 

but the fellow most to blame 

Was a tanner.^ 

Tr. Softly, softly, Hermes master, say not so; 
Let the man remain in silence, 

wheresoe’er he is, below; 
For the man is ours no longer: 

he is all your own, you know; 
Therefore whatsoe’er you call him. 

Knave and slave while yet amongst us, 

Wrangler, jangicr, false accuser, 

Troubler, muddler, all-confuser. 

You will all these names be calling 
One who now is yours alone. 

(to peace) 

But tell me, lady, why you stand so mute. 

He, Oh, she won’t speak one word before this 
audience: 

No, no; they’ve wronged her far too much for that. 
Tr. Then won’t she whisper, all alone, to you ? 

He, Will you, my dearest, speak your thoughts 
to me ? 

Come, of all ladies most shicld-handle-hating. 

(affects to listen,) 

Yes, good; that’s their offence: I understand. 

Listen, spectators, why she blames you so. 

She says that after that affair in Pylus 
She came, unbidden, with a chest of treaties, 

And thrice you blackballed her in full assembly. 

Tr. We erred in that ; but, lady, pardon us. 

For then our wits were swaddled up in skins. 

He, Well then, attend to what she asks me now. 
Who in your city loves her least ? and who 
Loves her the best and shrinks from fighting most? 
Tr. Cleonymus, I think, by far the most. 

He, What sort of man is this Cleonymus 
In military matters? 

Tr, Excellent: 

Only he’s not his so-called father’s son; 

For if he goes to battle, in a trice 
He proves himself a castaway — of shields. 

He, Still further listen what she asks me now. 

Who is it now that sways the Assembly-stone? 

Tr. Hyperbolus at present holds the place. 

But how now. Mistress? Why avert your eyes? 

He, She turns away in anger from the people, 

For taking to i tsclf so vile a leader, 

Tr. He’s a mere makeshift : we’ll not use him 
now. 

’Twas that the people, bare and stripped of leaders, 
Just caught him up to gird itself withal. 

He, She asks how this can benefit the state. 

Tr. ’Twin make our counsels brighter. 

He, Will it? how? 

^deon. 
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Tr. Because he deals in lamps : before he came 
We all were groping in the dark, but now 
His lamps may give our council-board some light. 
He. Oh! oh! 

What things she wants to know! 

Tr. What sort of things? 

He. All the old things existing when she left. 

And first, she asks if Sophocles be well. 

Tr. He’s well, but strangely metamorphosed. 

He. How? 

Tr. He’s now Simonides, not Sophocles. 

He. What do you mean ? 

Tr. He’s grown so old and sordid. 

He’d put to sea upon a sieve for money. 

He. Lives the old wit Cratinus ? 

Tr. No ; he perished 

When the Laconians made their raid. 

He. How so? 

Tr. Swooned dead away : he could not bear to see 
A jolly butt of wine all smashed and wasted. 

Much, much beside we’ve suffered; wherefore, lady. 
We’ll never never let you go again. 

He. Then on these terms I’ll give you Harvest- 
home 

To be your bride and partner in your fields. 

Take her to wife, and propagate young Ajines. 

Tr. O Harvesthome ! come here and let me kiss 
you. 

But, Hermes, won’t it hurt me if I make 
Too free with fruits of Harvesthome at first ? 

He. Not if you add a dose of pennyroyal. 

But, since you’re going, please to take Mayfair 
Back to the Council, whose of old she was. 

Tr. O happy Council to possess Mayfair! 

O what a three-days’ carnival you’ll have! 

What soup! what tripe! what delicate tender meat! 
But fare thee well, dear Hermes. 

He. And do you 

Farewell, dear mortal, and remember me. 

Tr. Home, home, my beetle ! let us now fly home. 
He. Your beetle’s gone, my friend. 

Tr. Why, where’s he gone to? 

He. Yoked to the car of Zeus, he bears the 
thunder. 

Tr. What will he get to eat, poor creature, there? 
He. Why, Ganymede’s ambrosia, to be sure. 

Tr. And how shall I get down ? 

He. O well enough. 

There, by the side of Peace. 

Tr. Now girls, now girls. 

Keep close to me: our youngsters I well know 
Are sore all over for the love of you. 

Exeunt trygaeus with harvesthome and 


Chorus 

Yes, go, and good fortune escort you, my friend; 

meanwhile the machines and the wraps. 
We’ll give to our faithful attendants to guard, 

for a number of dissolute chaps 
Are sure to be lurking about on the stage, 

to pilfer and plunder and steal; 


Here, take them and watch them and keep them 
with care, 

while we to the audience reveal 
The mind of our Play, and whatever we may 
By our native acumen be prompted to say. 

'Twere proper and right for the Ushers to smite, 

if ever a bard, we confess. 
Were to fill with the praise of himself and his plays 
our own anapaestic address. 
But if ever, O daughter of Zeus, it were fit 

with honour and praise to adorn 
A Chorus-Instructor, the ablest of men, 

the noblest that ever was born. 
Our Poet IS free to acknowledge that he 

» deserving of high commendation: 
It was he that advancing, unaided, alone, I 

compelled the immediate ce^ation 
Of the jokes which his rivals were cutting at rags, 

and the battles they waged with the lice. 
It was he that indignantly swept from the stage\ 

the paltry ignoble deVice 
Of a Heracles needy and seedy and greedy, 

a vagabond sturdy and stout, 
Now baking hk bread, now swindling instead, 

now beaten and battered about. 
And freedom he gave to the lachrymose slave 

who was wont with a howl to rush in, 
And all for the sake of a joke which they make 

on the wounds that disfigure his skin: 
“Why, how now, my poor knave ?” so they bawl 
to the slave, 

“has the whipcord invaded your back, 
Spreading havoc around, hacking trees to the 
ground, 

with a savage resistless attack ?” 
Such vulgar contemptible lumber at once 

he bade from the drama depart. 
And then, like an edifice stately and grand, 

he raised and ennobled the Art. 
High thoughts and high language he brought on 
the stage, 

a humour exalted and rare, 
Nor stooped with a scurrilous jest to assail 

some small-man -and- woman affair. 
No, he at the mightiest quarry of all 

with the soul of a Heracles flew. 
And he braved the vile scent of the tan-pit, and 
went 

through foul-mouthed revilings for you. 
And I at the outset came down in the lists 

with the jagg^d-fanged monster to fight. 
Whose eyeballs were lurid and glaring with flames 
of Cynna’s detestable light; 
And around his forehead the thin forked tongues 

of a hundred sycophants quiver. 
And his smell was the smell of a seal, and his voice 

was a brawling tempestuous River, 
And his hinder parts like a furnace appeared, 

and a goblin’s uncleansable liver. 
But I recked not the least for the look of the beast; 

I never desponded or quailed. 
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And I fought for the safety of you and the Isles; 

I gallantly fought and prevailed. 
You therefore should heed and remember the deed, 
and afford me my guerdon to-day. 
For I never went off to make love to the boys 

in the schools of athletic display 
Heretofore when I gained the theatrical prize: 

but I packed up my traps and departed, 
Having caused you great joy and but little annoy, 
and mightily pleased the true-hearted. 

It is right then for all, young and old, great and 
small. 

Henceforth of my side and my party to be. 

And each bald-headed man should do all that he can 
That the prize be awarded to me. 

For be sure if this play be triumphant to-day. 

That whene’er you recline at the feast or the wine. 
Your neighbour will say, 

“Give this to the bald-head, give that to the bald- 
head. 

And take not away 

That sweetmeat, that cake, but present and be- 
stow it 

On the man with the brow of our wonderful Poet!’* 

Muse having driven afar this terrible business of 
war. 

Join with Me the chorus. 

Come singing of Nuptials divine and earthly 
banquets. 

Singing the joys of the blessed: this of old to Thee 
belongs. 

But and if Carcinus coming 
Ask thee to join with his sons in choral dances. 
Hearken not, come not, stand not 
As an ally beside them. 

Think of them all as merely 
Little domestical quails, ballet-dancers with wallet 
necks. 

Nipped from the droppings of goats, small, 
stunted, machinery-hunters. 

Yea, for their father declared that the drama 
which 

Passed all his hopes, in the evening 
By the cat was strangled. 

These arc the songs of the fair 

sweet Graces with beautiful hair. 
Which it well bescemeth 
This poet of wisdom to chant, while softly resting 
Warbles the swallow of spring; and Morsimus no 
chorus gains. 

No, nor Mclanthius either. 

Well I remember his shrill discordant chatter. 

When the tragedians’ chorus 
He and his brother tutored. 

Both of them being merely 
Gorgons, devourers of sweets, skate- worshippers, 
and harpies. 

Pests of old maids, rank fetid as goats, destroyers of 
fishes. 


8i$-864 

Thou Iwving spit on them largely and heavily, 

Join in the festival dances. 

Heavenly Muse, beside me. 

Enter trygaeus, harvesthome, and mayfair. 
Tr. O what a job it was to reach the Gods! 

I know I’m right fatigued in both my legs. 

How small ye seemed down here! why from above 
Mclhought ye looked as bad as bad could be, 

But here ye look considerably worse. 

Enter first servant. 
istS. What, master, returned! 

Tr. So I’m informed. 

ist S, What have you got ? 

Tr. Got ? pains in both my legs. 

Faith! it’s a rare long way. 

Nay, tell me, 

Tr. What? 

ist S. Did you see any wandering in the air 
Besides yourself? 

Tr. No; nothing much to speak of, 

Two or three souls of dithyrambic poets. 
ist 5. What were they after ? 

Tr. Flitting round for odes. 

Those floating-on-high-in-thc-airy-sky affairs. 

ist S. Then ’tisn’t true what people say about it, 
That when we die, we straightway turn to stars? 

Tr. O yes it is, 

ist S. And who’s the star there now? 

Tr. Ion of Chios, who on earth composed 
“Star o’ the Morn,” and when he came there, all 
At once saluted him as “Star o’ the Morn.” 

ist S, And did you learn about those falling stars 
Which sparkle as they run ? 

Tr. Y cs, those are some 

Of the rich stars returning home from supper, 
lanterns in hand, and in the lanterns fire. 

But take this girl at once, and lead her in; 

Deluge the bath, and make the water warm; 

Then spread the nuptial couch for her and me: 

And when you’ve finished, hither come again. 
Meanwhile I’ll give this other to the Council. 
ist S, Whence have you brought these maidens? 

Tr. Whence? from heaven. 

istS, I wouldn’t give three halfpence for the Gods 
If they keep brothels as we mortals do. 

Tr. No, no; yet even there some live by these. 

I St S. Come on then, mistress : tell me, must I give her 
Nothing to cat ? 

Tr. O no, she will not touch 

Our wheat and barley bread: her wont has been 
To lap ambrosia with the Gods in heaven. 
ist S, Lap! we’ll prepare her lap then here on earth. 

Exeunt servant and harvesthome. 
Ch, O what a lucky old man! 

Truly the whole of your plan 
Prospers as well as it can. 

Tr. I really wonder what you’ll say 

when I’m a bridegroom spruce and gay. 
Ch, All men will gaze with delight. 

Old as you are you’ll be quite 
Youthf^ and perfumed and bright. 
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Tr What, when you see her tender waist 

by these encircling arms embraced r 
^ H^AycAcn weWtAin&; you happier far 

than Carcinus*s twistlings are. 
Tr. And justly too, metbinks, fori 
On heetleback essayed to Sy, 

And rescued Hellas, worn with strife, 

And stored your life 
With pleasant joys of home and wife, 

With country mirth and leisure. 

Re-enter servant. 
tst S. Well, sir, the girl has bathed and looks di- 
vinely: 

They mix the puddings, and they’ve made the cakes; 
Everything’s done: we only want the husband. 

Tr. Come then and let us give Mayfair at once 
Up to the Council. 

ist S. What do you say ? Mayfair I 

Is this May Fair ? the Fair we kept at Brauron, 

When we were fresh and mellow, years ago ? 

Tr. Aye, and *twas work enough to catch her. 
islS. Of 

How neat her pasterns, quite a five-year-old. 

Tr. (loolttng round upon the audience) 

Now, have you any there that I can trust? 

One who will lead her safely to the Council? 

{to the servant) 

What arc you scribbling ? 

I St S. Marking out a place 

To pitch my tent in, at the Isthmian games. 

Tr. Well, is there none can take her ? come to me 
then; 

111 go myself, and set you down amongst them. 
ist S. Here’s some one making signs. 

Tr. Who is it ? 

15/ 5. Who! 

Ariphrades: he wants her brought his way. 

Tr. No: I can’t bear his dirty, sloppy way; 

So come to me, and lay those parcels down. 

{Leads her forward.) 

Councillors! Magistrates! behold Mayfair! 

And O remember what a deal of fun 

That word implies: what pastimes and what feasts. 

Sec here’s a famous kitchen-range she brings; 

*Tis blacked a little: for in times of Peace 
The jovial Council kept its saucepans there. 

Take her and welcome her with joy; and then 
To-morrow morning let the sports begin: 

Then we’ll enjoy the Fair in every fashion. 

With boxing-matches and with wrestling-bouts. 

And tricks and games, while striplings soused in oil 
Try the pancratium, fist and leg combined. 

Then the third day from this, we’ll hold the races; 

The eager jockeys riding: the great cars 
Puffing and blowing through the lists, till dashed 
Full on some turning-post, they reel and fall 
Over and over: everywhere you sec 
The hapless coachmen wallowing on the plain. 

You lucky Magistrate, receive Mayfair! 

Just look, how pleased he seems to introduce her; 
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You would not though, if you got nothing by it, 
No, you’d be holding a Reception day: 


C)i.Tm\y we envy yowiite: 

All must allow you’re a great 
Blessing and boon to the state. 

Tr. Ab, when your grapes you gather in, 

youllknow what sort of friend rvebe,^n 
a. Nay, but akeady ^tis known; 

Yea, for already we own 
You have preserved us alone. 

Tr. I think you’ll think so when you drain 

a bowl of new-made wine again. 
Ch. We’ll always hold you first and best, 

except the Gods the ever blest. 
Tr. In truth you owe a deal to me, 

Trygaeus, sprung from Athmonc, 

For I’ve released the burgher crew 
And farmers too 

From tdil^and troubles not a few; 

Hyperbolus I’ve done for. 

15 / S. Now what’s the next thing that we bhve to 
do? . . 1 . 

Tr. What but to dedicate her shrine with pipkins ? 
15/5. With pipkins! like a wretched little Hermes! 
Tr. Well then, what think you of a stall-fed l^ull ? 
15/5. A bull ? O no! no need of bull- works now. 

Tr. Well then, a great fat pig ? 

15/ 5. No, no. 

Tr. Why not ? 

15/ 5. Lest, like Theagenes, we grow quite piggish. 
Tr. What other victim shall we have ? 

15/ 5. A baa-lamb. 

Tr. Abaa-lambl 
15/5. Yes, by Zeus! 

Tr. But that’s Ionic, 

That word is. 

I St 5. All the better : then, you see. 

If any speak for war, the whole assembly 
Will talk Ionic and cry out Bah! Bah! 

Tr. Good, very good. 

15/ 5. And they’ll be milder so, 

And we shall live like lambs among ourselves. 

And be much gentler towards our dear allies. 

Tr. There, get the sheep as quickly as you can. 

I’ll find an altar for the sacrifice. 

Exeunt trygaeus and servant. 
Ch. Sure each design, when God and fortune speed 
it, 

Succeeds to our mind, what is wanted we find 
Just at the moment we need it. 

Tr. {returning) The truths you mention none can 
doubt, ~ 

for sec I’ve brought the altar out. 
Ch, Then hasten the task to perform : 

War, with its vehement storm. 

Seems for the instant to cease; 

Its soughings decrease. 

Shifting and veering to Peace. 

Tr. Well, here’s the basket ready stored 

with barley grain, and wreath, and sword. 
And here’s the pan of sacred fire : 

the sheep alone we now require. 
Ch. Make haste, make haste: if Chaeris see, 

He’ll come here uninvited, 
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And {»pe and blow to that degree, 

His windy labours needs must be 
By some small gift requited. 

Enter servant. 

Tr. Here, take the basket and the lustral water, 

And pace the altar round from left to right. 
ist S, See, Fve been round: now tell me something 
else. 

Tr. Then next I’ll take this torch and dip it in. 

(to the victim^ as he sprinkjes it) 
Shake your head, sirrah, 

(to the servant) bring the barley, you; 
rll hold the bason while you wash your hands. 

Now throw the corn amongst the audience. 
ist S, There. 

Tr. What I thrown it out already ? 
ist S, Yes, by Hermes! 

There’s not a single man amongst them all 
But has at least one corn. I’ll warrant you. 

Tr. Aye, but the women ? 
ist S, If they haven’t got one, 

They’lLgct it by and by. 

Tr. Now, then to prayers: 

Who’s here? where are our honest simple folk? 
ist S. Here: these are simple folk; I’ll give to them. 

Tr. What, these good simple folk ? 
ist S. rfailh I think so; 

Who, though we’ve poured such lots of water on 
them 

Yet stand stock still, and never budge a step. 

Tr. Come, let us pray, no dallying; let us pray. 

O Peace most holy, august, serene, 

O heavenborn queen 

Of the dance and song and the bridal throng. 
These offerings take which thy votaries make. 
ist S.O mistress dear, we beseech you hear. 

And act not you as the wantons do: 

They love to spy at the passers by 
Through the half-closed door. 

And then if you heed, they arc gone with speed; 

If you turn away, in an instant they 
Peep out once more as they did before. 

But deal not thus unkindly with us. 

Tr, No, by Zeus! but display in a true honest way 
Your perfect entire full form to our view. 

Who with constant desire 

These thirteen long years have been pining for you. 
When our fightings are stayed, and our tumults al- 
layed. 

We will hail thee a Lady forever: 

And O put an end to the whispers of doubt, 

These wonderful clever 
Ingenious suspicions we bandy about; 

And solder and glue the Hellenes anew 
With the old-fashioned true 
Elixir of love, and attemper our mind 
With thoughts of each other more genial and kind. 
Moreover we pray that our market-place may 
Be furnished each day with a goodly display, 

And for garlic, and cucumbers early and rare, 
Pomegranates, and apples in heaps to be there, 
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And wee little coats for our servants to wear. 

And Boeotia to send us her pigeons and widgeons, 
And her geese and her plovers: and plentiful creels 
Once more from Copals to journey with cels. 

And for us to be hustling, and tussling, and bustling, 
With Morychus, Teleas, Glaucctes, all 
The gluttons together besieging the stall. 

To purchase the fish: and then I could wish 
For Melanthius to come loo late for the fair. 

And for them to be sold, and for him to despair, 

And out of his own Medea a groan 
Of anguish to borrow, 

“I perish! I perish! bereaved of my sweet, 

My treasure, my darling, embowered in her beet”; 
And for all men to laugh at his sorrow. 

These things we pray; O mistress, grant us these. 

ist S. Here, take the cleaver: now with clever skill 
Slaughter the sheep. 

Tr. No, no, I must not. 

istS. Why? 

Tr. Peace loves not, friend, the sight of victims 
slain : 

I lers is a bloodless altar. Take it in. 

And when you have slain it, bring the thighs out here. 
There: now the sheep is— saved for the Choregus. 

Exit SERVANT. 

Ch. ’But you the wliilc, outside with us remaining. 
Lay, handy and quick, these fagots of stick, 
Whatever is needful ordaining. 

Tr. Now don’t you think I have laid the wood 

as well as most diviners could ? 
Ch. (admiringly) Yes! just what I looked for from 
you. 

All that is wise you can do. 

All things that daring and skill 
Suffice to fulfil 
You can perform if you will. 

Tr. (coughing) Dear! how this lighted brand is 
smoking, 

your Stilbides is nearly choking; 
I’ll bring the table out with speed; 

a servant’s help we shall not need. Exit. 
Ch. Sure all with admiration true 
Will praise a man so clever, 

Who passed such toils and dangers through. 

And saved the holy city too; 

An envied name forever. 

Enter servant and trygaeus. 
ist S. I’ve done the job; here take and cook the 
thighs 

While I CO fetch the inwards and the cates. 

Tr. I’ll see to this: you should have come before. 
ist S. Well, here I am: I’m sure I’ve not been long. 
Tr. Take these, and roast them nicely: here’s a 
fellow 

Coming this way, with laurel round his head. 

Who can he be ? 

ist S. He looks an arrant humbug. 

Some seer, I think. 

Tr, No, no; ’tis Hierocles, 

The oracle-mongering chap from Oreus town. 
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ist S. What brings him here ? 

Tr. ’Tis evident he comes 

To raise some opposition to our truces. 
ist S. No, *tis the savour of the roast attracts him. 
Tr. Don’t let us seem to notice him. 
istS. All right. 

Enter hterocles. 

Hierocles. What is this sacrifice, and made to whom } 
Tr. Roast on: don’t speak: hands off the haunch 
remember. 

Hi. Will ye not say to whom ye sacrifice ? 

This tail looks right. 

1 st S. Sweet Peace! it docs indeed. 

Hi. Now then begin and hand the firstlings here. 
Tr. It must be roasted first. 

Hi. It’s roasted now. 

Tr. You’re over-busy, man, whoe’er you are. 

Cut on: why, where’s the table ? bring the wine. 

Exit SERVANT. 

Hi. The tongue requires a separate cut. 

Tr. We know. 

Now will you please ? 

Hi. Yes, tell me. 

Tr. Mind your business. 

Don’t talk to us: we sacrifice to Peace. 

Hi. O ye pitiful fools! 

Tr. Pray speak for yourself, my good fellow. 
Hi. Ye who, blindly perverse, 

with the will of the Gods unacquainted, 
Dare to traffic for Peace, 

true men with truculent monkeys. 
1 st S. (re-entering) O! O! O! 

Tr. What’s the matter ? 

ist S. I like his truculent monkeys. 

Hi. Silly and timorous gulls, 

ye have trusted the children of foxes 
Crafty of mind and crafty of soul. 

Tr. You utter impostor, 

O that your lungs were as hot 

as a piece of the meat 1 am roasting! 
Hi. If the prophetic nymphs 

have not been imposing on Bakis, 
No, nor Bakis on men, 

nor the nymphs, I repeat, upon Bakis, 
Tr. O perdition be yours 

if you don’t have done with your Bakis! 
Hi. Then is the hour not come 

for the fetters of Peace to be loosened. 
No; for before that hour— 

Tr, This piece is with salt to be sprinkled. 

Hi. Yea, it is far from the mind 

of the Ever-blessed Immortak 
That we should cease from the strife, 

till the wolf and the lamb be united. 
Tr, How, you scoundrel accurst, 

can the wolf and the lamb be united ? 
Hi. Doth not the beetle, alarmed, 

emit a most horrible odour ? 
Doth not the wagtail yapper 

produce blind young in its hurry? 
So is the hour not come 

for Peace to be sanctioned between us. 


Tr. What then, what is to come? 

Are we never to cease from the battle. 
Always to chance it out, 

which most can enfeeble the other, 
When we might both join hands, 

and share the dominion of Hellas ? 
Hi. Canst thou tutor the crab 

to advance straight forward ? thou canst not. 
Tr. Wilt thou dine any more 

in the Hall of Assembly ? thou wilt not; 
No, nor ever again 

shall thy cheating knavery prosper. 
Hi. Thou wilt never be able 

to smooth the spines of the hedgehog. 
Tr. Wilt thou never desist 

bamboozling the people of Athens ? 
Hi. Say, wh'af oracle taught you | 

to burn the thighs of the vjetim ? 
7>. This, the wisest and best, \ 

delivered by Homer the poet: 
“When they had driven afar \ 

the detestable cloud of the battle, 
Then they established Peace, 

and welcomed her back with oblations. 
Duly the thighs they burned, 

and ate the tripe and the inwards. 
Then poured out the libations; 

and I was the guide and the leader; 
None to the soothsayer gave 

the shining beautiful goblet.” 
Hi. Nothing I know of these : 

these did not come from the Sibyl. 
Tr. Nay, but wisely and well 

spake Homer the excellent poet: 
“Tribeless, lawless, and hearthless 

is he that delighteth in bloodshed. 
Bloodshed of kith and kin, 

heart-sickening, horrible, hateful!” 
Hi. Take thou heed, or a kite, 

by a trick thy attention beguiling, 
Down with a swoop may pounce. 

Tr. (to the servant) Ah! take heed really and truly. 
That’s an alarming hint: 

it bodes no good to the inwards. 

Pour the libation in, 

and hand me a piece of the inwards. 
Hi. Nay, but if such is the plan, 

I too for myself will be caterer. 
Tr. Pour libation ! pour libation ! 

Hi. Pour it in also for me, 

and reach me a share of the inwards. 
Tr. That is far from the mind 

of the Ever-blessed Immortals. 
Yea, for before that hour— 

—you go, weHl pour the libation. 
Holy and reverend Peace, 

abide with thy servants forever. 
Hi. Now, fetch hither the tongue. 

Tr. You, take yours off I’d advise you. 

Hi. Pour the libation in. 

Tr. Take that to assist the libation. 

Hi. What I will none of you give me some meat ? 
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Tr. Tis strictly forbidden. 

You no inwards can have 

till the wolf and the lamb be united. 
Hi. Do, by your knees I beseech. 

Tr. But fruitless are all your beseechings. 

Thou wilt never be able 

to smooth the spines of the hedgehog. 
Come now, spectators, won’t you share the mess 
Along with us? 

Hi. And I ? 

Tr. You ? cat your Sibyl. 

Hi. No, by the Earth, you two shan’t feast alonel 
I’ll snatch a piece away: ’tis all in common. 

Tr. Strike Bakis, strike! 

Hi. I call them all to witness— 

Tr. And so do I, that you’re a rogue and glutton. 
I^y on him with the stick: strike, strike the rascal! 

ist S. You manage that, while I peel off the skins 
Which he has gathered by his cozening tricks. 

Now, sacrificer, olT with all your skins. 

What, won’t you ? here’s a crow from Oreus town! 
Back to Elymnium! flutter off: shoo! shoo! 

Exeunt hierocles, trygaeus, and servant. 

Chorus 

What a pleasure, what a treasure, 

What a great delight to me. 

From the cheese and from the onions 
And the helmet to be free. 


(Hah! unless the cat purloined them 

yesterday at eventide; 
Something scuffled in the pantry, 

something made a noise and fuss) ; 
If you find them, one’s for father, 

bring the other three to us. 
Ask Acschinades to send us 

myrtle branches green and strong; 
Bid Charinades attend us, 

shouting as you pass along. 
Then we’ll sit and drink together, 

God the while refreshing, blessing 
All the labour of our hands.” 

O to watch the grape of I.emnos 
Swelling out its purple skin, 

When the merry little warblings 
Of the Chirruper begin; 

For the J^emnian ripens early. 

And I watch the juicy fig 
Till at last I pick and eat it 
When It hangeth soft and big; 

And 1 bless the friendly seasons 
Which have made a fruit so j^rime. 

And I mix a pleasant mixture, 

Grating in a lot ol thyme, 

—Growing fat and hearty 
In the genial summer clime. 


For I can’t enjoy a battle. 

But I love to pass my days 

With my wine and boon companions 

Round the merry, merry blaze, 

When the logs arc dry and seasoned. 

And the fire is burning bright. 

And I roast the pease and chestnuts 
In the embers all alight, 

— Flirting too with Thratta 
When my wife is out of sight. 

Ah, there’s nothing half so sweet as 

when the seed is in the ground, 
God a gracious rain is sending, 

and a neighbour saunters round. 
“O Comarchides!” he hails me: 

“how shall we enjoy the hours?” 
“Drinking seems to suit my fancy, 

what with these benignant showers. 
Therefore let three quarts, my mistress, 

of your kidney-beans be fried. 
Mix them nicely up with barley, 

and your choicest figs provide; 
Syra run and shout to Manes, 

call him in without delay, 
’Tis no time to stand and dawdle 

pruning out the vines to-day. 
Nor to break the clods about them, 

now the ground is soaking through. 
Bring me out from home the fieldfare, 

bring me out the siskins two. 
Then there ought to be some beestings, 

four good plates of hare beside 


This is better than a Captain 

haled of the Gods to see, 
Triple-crested, scarlct-vcsted, 

scarlet bright as bright can be. 
’Tis, he says, true Sardian tincture, 

which they warrant not to run; 
But if e’er it gets to fighting, 

though his scarlet coat be on. 
He himself becomes as pallid 

as the palest Cyzicene, 
Running like a tawny cockhorse, 

he’s the first to quit the scene; 
Shake and quake his crests above him: 

I stood gaping while he flew. 
Ah, but when at home they’re stationed, 

things that can’t be borne they do, 
Making up the lists unfairly, 

striking out and putting down 
Names at random. ’Tis to-morrow 

that the soldiers leave the town; 
One poor wretch has bought no victuals, 

lor he knew not he must go 
Till he on Pandion’s statue 

spied the list and found ’twas so, 
Reading there his name inserted; 

off he scuds with aspect wry. 
This is how they treat the farmers, 

but the burghers certainly 
Somewhat better : godless wretches, 

rogues with neither shame nor — shield. 
Who one day, it God be willing, 

strict accounts to me shall yield. 
For they’ve wronged me much and sorely: 
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Very lions in the city, 

Very foxes in the fight. 

Re-enter trygaeus and servant. 

Tr. HillolHilloI 

What lots arc coming to the wedding supper I 
Here, take this crest and wipe the tables down, 

Tvc no more use for that, at all events. 

And now serve up the thrushes and the cates, 

And the hot rolls, and quantities of hare. 

Enter sickle-maker. 
Sickfe-Mak^, Where, where’s 1 rygacus ? 

Tr. Stewing thrushes here. 

5.-Af. O, my best friend, Trygaeus! O what bless- 
ings 

Your gift of Peace has brought us. Till to-day 
No man would give one farthing for a sickle; 

And now! I’m selling them two pounds apiece. 

And my friend here sells casks for country use 
Half a crown each. Trygaeus, freely take 
As many casks and sickles as you please. 

And take this too {giving money ) ; out of our sales 
and gains 

We bring you these, we two, as wedding presents. 

Tr. Well, lay your presents down, and hie you in 
To join the marriage feast: here comes a man 
Who trades in arms: he seems put out at something. 
Enter crest-maker, breastplate-seller, 

TRUMPETER, HELMET- SELLER, and SPEAR-BUR- 
NISHER. 

Crest-Makn, O you’ve destroyed me root and 
branch, Trygaeus. 

Tr. How now, poor wretch! what ails you? got a 
crestache ? 

C.-Af. You have destroyed my living and my trade, 
And this man’s too, and yon spear-burnisher’s. 

Tr. What shall I give you, then, for these two 
crests ? 

C.-M. What will you give ? 

Tr. Faith, I’m ashamed to say: 

Come, there’s a deal of work about this juncture; 

I’ll give three quarts of raisins for the pair. 

’Twill do to wipe my table down withal. 

C.-Af. Go in, then, go, and fetch the raisins out. 
Better have that than nothing, O my friend. 

Tr. Consume the things! here, take them, take 
them off. 

The hairs are dropping out ; they’re not worth having. 
Zounds! I’ll not give one raisin for the pair. 
Breastplate-Sell^. O what’s the use of this haber- 
geon now? 

So splendidly got up: cost forty pounds. 

Tr. Well, well, you shan’t lose anything by that: 
m buy it of you at its full cost price. 

Twill do superbly for my chamber- pan, 

B.-S. Come, don’t be mocking at my wares and me. 
Tr. Placing three stones anent it : ain’t that clever ? 
B.-5. And how, you blockhead, can you cleanse 
yourself? 

Tr. How ? slip my hands in through the portholes, 
here. 

And here. 


B.-S. What, both at once I 

Tr. Yes; I’ll not cheat. 

I’ll have fair play: an arm for every hole. 

B.-5. Sure, you won’t use a forty-pounder so. 

Tr. Why not, you rascal ? Marry, I suppose 
My seat of honour’s worth eight hundred shillings. 
B.-5. Well, fetch the silver out. 

Tr. Plague take the thing; 

It galls my stern : off with you: I won’t buy it. 
Trumpeter, See, here’s a trumpet, cost me two 
pounds ten: 

How in the world am I to use it now ? 

Tr. I’ll tell you how. Fill up this mouth with lead, 
Then fix a longish rod, here at the top. 

And there you’ll have a dropping cottabus. ^ 

Tru. O mclJicmocks me. [ 

Tr. Here’s another plan ; 

Pour in the lead as I advised before, \ 

Then at the top suspend a pair of scales \ 

With little cords, and there’s a famous balance! 

To weigh out figs for labourers on the farm. \ 
Helmet-Seller, Thou hast destroyed me, dread^ un- 
pitying Fate! 

These helmets stood me in a good four pounds. 

What am I now to do ? who’ll buy them now ? 

Tr. Take them to Egypt: you can sell them there. 
They’re just the things they measure physic in. 

Tru, O, helmet-seller, we are both undone. 

Tr. Why, he'^s received no hurt. 

H,-S, Received no hurt! 

Pray what’s the use of all these helmets now? 

Tr. Just clap on each a pair of ears, like these. 
They’ll sell much better then than now they will. 
H,-S, O come away, spear- burnisher. 

Tr, No, no. 

I’m going to buy his spears: I really am. 
Spear-Burnisher, What are you going to give ? 

Tr. Saw them in two. 

I’ll buy them all for vine-poles, ten a penny. 

S,-B, The man insults us: come away, my friend. 
Tr. Aye, go your way, for here come out the boys, 
Those whom the guests have brought us; I suppose 
They’re going to practise what they’re going to 
sing. 

Come and stand here by me, my boy, and then 
Let’s hear you practise what you mean to sing. 

Enter a mup of young boys. 
istBoy, “Sing of the younger blood, whose deeds”— 
Tr. _ Plague take you, be quiet 

Singing of deeds of blood : 

and that, you unfortunate ill-starred 
Wretch, in the time of Peace; 

you’re a shameful and ignorant blockhead. 
ist B. “Slowly the hosts approached, 

till at length with a shock of encounter^ 
Shield was dashed upon shield, 

and round-bossed buckler on buckler.” 
Tr. Buckler ? you’d better be still : 

how dare you be talking of bucklers? 
^Quoting a line that occurs eleven times in the Iliad, 
The other Tines quoted by the Boy are from Homer or in 
the Homeric language. 
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ist B. “Rose the rattle of war 

comminelcd with groans of the dying.** 
Tr. Groans of the dying? 

by great Dionysus, I’ll make you repent it. 
Singing of groans of the dying, 

especially such as are round-bossed. 
istB. What, then, what shall I sing ? 

you, tell me the songs you delight in. 
Tr. “Then on the flesh of beeves 

they feasted” ; something of that sort. 
“Then a repast they served, 

and whatever is best for a banquet.” 
ist B. “Then on the flesh of beeves 

they feasted, aweary of fighting; 
Then from the yoke they loosed 

the reeking necks of the horses.” 
Tr. Good: they were tired of war, and so they 
feasted : 

Sing on, O sing, how they were tired and feasted. 
ist B, “Quickly, refreshed, they called for the 
casques.” 

Tr. Casks ? gladly, I warrant. 

ist B. “Out from the towers they poured, 

and the roar of battle ascended.” 
Tr. Perdition seize you, boy, your wars and all! 
You sii^ of nought but battles: who’s your 

ist B, Whose ? mine ? 

Tr. Yes, yours, by Zeus! 

ist B. Why, Lamachus. 

Tr. Ugh, out upon it! 

Truly I marvelled, and thought 

to myself as I heard your performance. 
This is the son of some hacker, 

and thwacker, and sacker of cities. 
Get to the spearmen, sing to them: begone. 

Here, here, I want Cleonymus’s son. 

You, sing before we enter: sure I am 
You won’t sing wars: you’ve too discreet a father. 
2 nd Boy “Ah! some Saean is vaunting 

the targe, which I in the bushes 
Sadly, a blameless shield, 

left as I fled from the field.” 
Tr. Tell me, you pretty baboon, 

are you making a mock of your father ? 
2 nd B, “Nay, but my life I preserved,” 

Tr. But you shamed the parents who gave it. 
Wc!l go we in, for sure I am that you. 

Being your father’s son, will nevermore 
Forget the song you sang about the shield. 

Now then ’tis right, my jolly rogues, 

that you should, here remaining. 
Munch, crunch, and bite with all your might, 

no empty vessels draining; 
With manly zeal attack the meal. 

And saw and gnaw with either jaw, 

there’s no advantage really 
In having white and polished teeth 

unless you use them freely. 
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CA. O aye, we know: we won’t be slow; 

but thanks for thus reminding. 
Tr. Set to, set to: you starving crew: 

you won’t be always finding 
Such dishes rare of cake and hare 
An easy prey in open day 

thus wandering unprotected. 
Set to, set to: or soon you’ll rue 

a splendid chance neglected. 
CA. O let not a word of ill-omen be heard, 

but some of you run for the bride; 
Some, torches to bring while the multitudes sing 

and dance and rejoice by her side. 
We’ll carry the husbandry implements back 

our own little homesteads about, 
When we’ve had our ovation, and poured our liba- 
tion, and hunted Hyperbolus out. 

But first we’ll pray to the Gods that they 
May with rich success the Hellenes bless. 

And that every field may its harvest yield. 

And our garners shine with the corn and wine. 
While our figs in plenty and peace we eat. 

And our wives arc blest with an increase sweet; 
And we gather bark in abundant store 
The many blessings we lost before; 

And the fiery steel — be it known no more. 

Tr. Come then, come, my bride. 

Midst the free green fields with me 
Sweetly, sweet, abide. 

Hymen, Ilymenacus O! 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

CA. Happy, happy, happy you, 

And you well deserve it too. 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Semi-Chorus, What shall with the bride be done. 
What be done with Harvesthomc? 

Semi-Ch, She shall yield him, one by one. 

All the joys of Harvest-home. 

Semi-Ch. Ye to whom the task belongs 
Raise the happy bridegroom, raise. 

Bear him on with goodly songs. 

Bear him on with nuptial lays. 

Hymen, Hymenaeus 01 
Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Semi-Ch. Go and dwell in peace: 

Not a care your lives impair. 

Watch your figs increase. 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Semi-Ch. He is stout and big. 

Semi-Ch. She a sweeter fig. 

Tr. So you all will think 

When you feast and drink. 

CA. Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Hymen, Hymenaeus O! 

Tr. Away, away, good day, good day; 

Follow me, sirs, if ye will. 

And of bridecakes cat your fill. 
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THE BIRDS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Euelpides 
Peisthetaerus 
Trociiilus, servant of Epops 
Epops, the Hoopoe 
A Priest 
A Poet 

An Oracle-Monger 
Meton, a Geometrician 
A Commissioner 
A Statute-Seller 
A Messenger 

Chorus of 


A Guard 
Iris 

A Herald 

A Sire-Striker 

CiNEsiAS, a Dithyrambic Poet 

A Sycophant 

Prometheus 

Poseidon 

Triballian 

Heracles 

A Servant of Peisthetaerus 


A desolate scene^ with a tree and a roc\. Enter 
peisthetaerus, carrying a crow^ and euel- 
pides, carrying a jacl{ daw, 

Euelpides, Straight on do you bid me go, where the 
tree stands? 

Peisthetaerus. O hang it all! mine’s croaking back 
again. 

Eu, Why are wc wandering up and down, you 
rogue? 

This endless spin will make an end of us. 

Pe. To think that I, poor fool, at a crow’s bidding. 
Should trudge about, an hundred miles and more! 
Eu. To think that I, poor wretch, at a daw’s bid- 
ding. 

Should wear the very nails from off my feet! 

Pe. Why, where we are. I’ve not the least idea. 

Eu. Could you from hence find out your father- 
land? 

Pe. No, that would pose even— Execestidcs! 

Eu, O, here’s a nuisance! 

Pe. Go you there, then, friend. 

Eu. I call Philocratcs a regular cheat, 

The fool that sells the bird-trays in the market. 

He swore these two would lead us straight to Tereus, 
The hoopoe, made a bird in that same market.^ 

So then this daw, this son of Tharreleidcs, 

We bought for an obol, and that crow for three. 

But what knew they? Nothing, but how to— bite! 
Where arc you gaping now? Do you want to lead us 

^The hoopoe is really an actor who has obtained his 
plumage in the bird-market, where these birds were also 
bought; they might therefore be expected to find him. 
Pandion of Athens had two daughters, Procne and Philo- 
mela; Tereus of Thrace married the one and outraged 
the other; the sisters killed his son Itys, and served him 
up for his father's dinner; he pursued them, and they 
were changed, Tereus into a hoopoe, Procne into a night- 
ingale, and Philomela into a swallow. 


Against the rocks ? There’s no road here, I tell you. 
Pe. No, nor yet here; not even the tiniest path. 
Eu. Well, but what says your crow about the road ? 
Pe. By Zeus, she croaks quite differently now. 

Eu. {shouting) What docs she say about the road? 

Pe. She says 

She’ll gnaw my fingers off: that’s all she says. 

Eu. Now isn’t it a shame that when we are here 
Ready and willing as two men can be 
To go to the ravens, we can’t find the way. 

For wc are sick, spectators, with a sickness 
Just the reverse of that which Sacas has. 

He, no true townsman, would perforce press in; 
Whilst we, with rights of tribe and race unchal- 
lenged, 

Townsmen mid townsmen, no man scaring us. 
Spread both our— feet, and flew away from home. 
Not that we hate our city, as not being 
A prosperous mighty city, free for all 
To spend their wealth in, paying fines and fees. 

Aye, the cicalas chirp upon the boughs 
One month, or two; but our Athenians chirp 
Over their lawsuits all their whole life long. 

That’s why wc are journeying on this journey now, 
Trudging along with basket, pot, and myrtles. 

To find some quiet easy-going spot. 

Where we may settle down, and dwell in peace. 
Tereus, the hoopoe, is our journey’s aim. 

To learn if he, in any place he has flown to, 

Has seen the sort of city that we want. 

Pe. You there! 

Eu, What now ? 

Pe. My crow keeps croaking upwards 

Ever so long. 

Eu. And here’s my jackdaw gaping 

Up in the air, as if to show me something. 

There must be birds about, I am sure of that. 

Let’s make a noise and wc shall soon find out. 

Pe. Then harkyc; bang your leg against the rock. 
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Eu, And you, your head; and there’ll be twice the 
noise. 

Pe. Well, take a stone and knock. 

Eu, Yes, I’ll do that. 

Boy! Boy! 

P(p. Eh! What! do you call the hoopoe “Boy” ? 
You should call “Whoop-ho there,” not “Boy” of 
course. 

Eu. O, Whoop'ho there! What, must I knock 
again? Whoop- ho! 

A door opens in the roc\, and an actor emerges^ 
with a headdress representing the head of a Dun- 
lin or PLOVER-PAGE with a long and wide gap- 
ing heah. peisthetaerus and ettelpides 
stumble bacX^ and peisthetaerus falls; their 
birds escape. 

Plover -Page, Whoever arc these? Who calls my 
master ? 

Eu, Apollo shield us, what a terrible gape! 

P.-P. I’hcse be two bird-catchers. O dear, O dear! 
Eu, {aside) As nasty-speaking, as unpleasant-look- 
ing! 

P.-P. Ye shall both die! 

Eu, O, we’re not men. 

P.-P. What then? 

Eu, Well, I’m the Panic-struck, a Libyan bird. 
P.-P. Nonsense! 

Eu. No nonsense: look for yourself and see. 

P.-P. And Ae— what bird is he? come, won’t you 
answer ? 

Pe. I ? I’m a pheasant, and a yellow-tailed one. 

Eu. But O by all the Gods, whatever are you ? 
P.-P. A serving- bird. 

Eu, What, vanquished by some gamecock 

In fight ? 

P.-P. No, but my master, when he first 
Became a hoopoe, prayed that I might turn 
Into a bird, to be his servant still. 

Eu. What, does a bird require a serving-bird ? 

P.-P. He does, as having been a man, I fancy. 

So when he wants to taste Phaleric sardines, 

I run for the sardines, catching up a dish. 

Does he want soup? then where’s the pot and ladle? 
I run for the ladle. 

Eu. A regular running- page. 

Now harkye. Plover-page, run in and call 
Your master out. 

P.-P. Great Zeus! he has just been eating 

Myrtles and midges, and is gone to rocst. 

Eu. But still, do wake him. 

P.-P. Well, I know he won’t 

Like to be waked, still for your sake I’ll do it. 

Exit the PLOVER-PAGE. 
Pe, Confound the bird ! he frightened me to death. 
Eu, O dear! O dear! my heart went pit-a-pat. 

My daw’s gone too. 

Pe, {severely) Gone! O you coward you. 

You let him go! 

Eu, Well, didn’t you fall down, 

And let your crow go ? 

Pe. No, I didn’t. No! 

Eu, Where is she then? 
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She flew away herself. 

Eu. You didn’t let her go. You’re a brave boy ! 
Enter hoopoe upon the platform^ which bears a 
small coppice in which his wife the Nightingale 
lies asleep. The hoopoe has no feathers except 
on head and wings. 

Hoopoe. Throw wide the wood, that I may issue 
forth! 

Eu. O Heracles, why what in the world is this? 
What feathering’s here ? Wliat style of triple- 
cresting? 

Ho. Who be the folk that seek me? 

Eu. The Twelve Gods 

W ould seem to have wrought your ruin. 

No, What, do you jeer me, 

Seeing the way I’m feathered ? Strangers, I 
Was once a man. 

Eu. It’s not at you we’re laughing. 

Ho. W'hat is it then ? 

Eu. Your beak looks rather funny. 

Ho. This is the way that Sophocles disfigures 
The manly form of Tercus in his play. 

Eu. W4iat, arc you Tcreus ? Are you bird or 
peacock ? 

Ho. I am a bird. 

Eu. Then, where are all your feathers ? 

Ho. They’ve fallen off! 

Eu. What I from disease, or why ? 

Ho. No, but in winter-time all birds are wont 
To moult their feathers, and then fresh ones grow. 
But tell me what ye are. 

Eu. We? mortal men. 

Ho. And of what race ? 

Eu, Whence the brave galleys come. 

Ho. Not dicasts, arc ye ? 

Eu. No, the other sort. 

We’re anti-dicasts. 

Ho. Grows that seedling there ? 

Eu. Aye in the country you can find a few. 

If you search closely. 

Ho. But what brings you hither? 

Eu. To talk with you a little. 

Ho. What about ? 

Eu. You were a man at first, as we are now, 

And had your creditors, as we have now. 

And loved to shirk your debts, as we do now; 

And then you changed your nature, and became 
A bird, and flew round land and sea, and know 
All that men feel, and all that birds feel too. 

That’s why wc are come as suppliants here, to ask 
If you can tell us of some city, soft 
As a thick rug, to lay us down within. 

Ho. Seek ye a mightier than the Cranaan town? 
Eu. A mightier, no; a more commodious, yes. 

Ho. Aristocratic? 

Eu. Anything but that ! 

I loathe the very name of Scellias’ son.^ 

Ho. What sort of city would ye like ? 

Eu. Why, one 

^ Aristocrates, chosen because of his name. He took part 
in the oligarchical revolution of the Four Hundred. 
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Where my worst trouble would be such as this; 

A friend at daybreak coming to my door 
And calling out, “O by Olympian Zeus, 

Take your bath early: then come round to me. 

You and your children, to the wedding banquet 
I’m going to give. Now pray don’t disappoint me. 
Else, keep your distance, when my money’s— 
gone.” 

Ho. Upon my word, you are quite in love with 
troubles! 

Andyou^ 

Pe. I love the like. 

Ho. But tell me what. 

Pe. To have the father of some handsome lad 
Come up and chide me with complaints like these, 
“Fine things I hear of you, Stilbonides, 

You met my son returning from the baths, 

And never kissed, or hugged, or fondled him, 

You, his paternal friend 1 You’re a nice fellow.” 

Ho. Poor Poppet, you are in love with ills indeed. 
Well, there’s the sort of city that ye want 
By the Red Sea. 

Eu. Not by the seal Not where 

The Salaminian, with a process-server 
On board, may heave in sight some early morn. 

But can’t you mention some Hellenic town ? 

Ho. Why don’t ye go and settle down in Elis, 

At Lepreus? 

Eu. Leprous! I was never there. 

But for Melanthius’ sake I loathe the name. 

Ho. Well then, the Opuntians up in Locris, there’s 
The place to dwell in! 

Eu. I become OpuntiusI 

No thank you, no, not for a talent of gold. 

But this, this bird-life here, you know it well. 

What is this like? 

Ho. A pleasant life enough. 

Foremost and first you don’t require a purse. 

Eu. There goes a grand corrupter of our life! 

Ho. Then in the gardens we enjoy the myrtles. 

The cress, the poppy, the white sesame. 

Eu. Why, then, ye Uve a bridegroom’s jolly life. 
Pt. Oh! Oh! 

O the grand scheme I see in the birds’ reach. 

And power to grasp it, if ye’d trust to me! 

Ho. Trust you in what ? 

Pe. What ? First don’t fly about 

In all directions, with your mouths wide open. 

That makes you quite despised. With us, for in- 
stance. 

If you should ask the flighty people there, 

“Who is that fellow?” Teleas would reply, 

“The man’s a bird, a flighty feckless bird. 
Inconsequential, always on the move.” 

Ho. Well blamed, i’faith; but what we ought to do. 
Tell us. 

Pe. Live all together : found one State. 

Ho. What sort of State are birds to found, 1 wonder. 
Pe. Aye, say you so ? You who have made the most 
Idiotic speech, look down. 

Ho, Ido. 

Pe, Look up. 


Ho. Ido. 

Pe. Twirl round your head. 

Ho. Zeus! I shall be 

A marvellous gainer, if I twist my neck! 

Pe. What did you see ? 

Ho. I saw the clouds and sky. 

Pe, And is not that the Station of the Birds ? 

Ho. Station? 

Pe. As one should say, their habitation. 

Here while the heavens revolve, and yon great dome 
Is moving round, ye keep your Station still. 

Make this your city, fence it round with walls. 

And from your Station is evolved your State. 

So ye’ll be lords of men, as now of locusts, 

And Melian famine shall destroy the Gods. 

Ho. Eh! how? 

Pe. ' The Air’s betwixt the Earth a^d Sky. 

And just as we, if we would go to Pytho, \ 

Must crave a grant of passage from Boeotia, ' 

Even so, when men slay victims to the Gods, 

Unless the Gods pay tribute, ye in turn 
Will grant no passage for the savoury steam 
To rise through Chaos, and a realm not theirs. \ 

Ho. Hurrah! 

O Earth! ods traps, and nets, and gins, and snares. 
This is the nattiest scheme that e’er I heard of! 

So with your aid I’m quite resolved to found 
The city, if the other birds concur. 

Pe. And who shall tell them of our plan ? 

Ho. Yourself. 

0 they’re not mere barbarians, as they were 
Before I came. I’ve taught them language now. 

Pe. But how to call them hither ? 

Ho. That’s soon done. 

I’ve but to step within the coppice here. 

And wake my sleeping nightingale, and then 
We’ll call them, both together. Bless the birds. 
When once they hear our voices, they’ll come 
running. 

Pe. You darling bird, now don’t delay one instant. 

0 1 beseech you get at once within 

Your little copse, and wake the nightingale! 

Ho. Awake, my mate! 

Shake off thy slumbers, and clear and strong 
Let loose the floods of thy glorious song. 

The sacred dirge of thy mouth divine 
For sore- wept Itys, thy child and mine; 

Thy tender trillings his name prolong 
With the liquid note of thy tawny throat; 

Through the leafy curl&of the woodbine sweet 
The pure sound mounts to the heavenly seat. 

And Phoebus, lord of the golden hair. 

As he lists to thy wild plaint echoing there. 

Draws answering strains from his ivoried lyre. 

Till he stirs the dance of the heavenly choir. 

And calls from the blessed lips on high 
Of immortal Gods, a divine reply 
To the tones of thy witching melody. 

The sound of a flute is heard within^ imitating the 
nightingale* s song. 

Eu. O ^us and King, the little birdie’s voice! 

O how its sweetness honied all the copse! 
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Pe. Hi! 

Eu. WcU? 

Pe. Keep quiet. 

Eu. Why? 

Pe. The Hoopoe here 

Is going to favour us with another song. 

The Bird-call by the hoopoe and Nightingale con- 
jointly; the Nightingale^ s song being imitated, as 
before, by the flute. 

Ho. Whoop-hol Whoop-hol 

Whoop-hoop-hoop'hoop-hoop-ho ! 
Hoi! Hoi! Hoi! Come, come, come, come, come! 

{The land-birds) 

Come hither any bird with plumage like my own; 

Come hither ye that batten on the acres newly sown. 

On the acres by the farmer neatly sown; 

And the myriad tribes that feed on the barley and 
the seed. 

The tribes that lightly fly, giving out a gentle cry; 

And ye who round the clod, in the furrow-riven sod. 
With voices sweet and low, twitter flitter to and fro. 
Singing, “Tio, tio, tio, tiotinx**; 

And ye who in the gardens a pleasant harvest glean, 
Lurking in the branches of the ivy ever green ; 

And ye who top the mountains with gay and airy 
flight; 

And ye who in the olive and the arbutus delight; 

Come hither one and all, come flying to our call, 
“Triotd, triotd, totobrinx.” 

{The marsh-birds) 

Ye that snap up the gnats, shrilly voiced. 

Mid the deep water-glens of the fens, 

Or on Marathon’s expanse haunt the lea, fair to sec. 

Or career o’er the swamps, dewy-moist, 

And the bird with the gay mottled plumes, come 
away, 

FrancoHn! FrancoHnl come away! 

{The sea-birds) 

Ye with the halcyons flitting delightedly 
Over the surge of the infinite Sea, 

Come to the great Revolution awaiting us. 

Hither, come hither, come hither to me. 

Hither, to listen to wonderful words, 

Hither we summon the taper-necked birds. 

For hither has come a shrewd old file, 

Such a deep old file, such a sharp old file. 

His thoughts are new, new deeds he’ll do. 

Come here, and confer with this shrewd old file. 
Come hither! Come hither! Come hither! 
Toro-toro-toro-torotinx ! 

Kikkabau, kikkabau! 

Toro-toro-toro- toro-lililinx ! 

Pe. Sec any bird ? 

Eu. By Apollo no, not I, 

Though up I gaze with mouth and eyes wide open. 

Pe. Methinks the Hoopoe played the lapwing’s 
trick, 

Went in the copse, and whooped, and whooped for 
nothing. 

Ho. Torotinx!Torotinx. 

Pe. Comrade, here’s a bird approaching, 

coming to receive our visit. 
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Four birds pass before the audience, and dis- 
appear on the other side. 

Eu. Aye by Zeus, what bird do you call it ? 

Surely not a peacock, is it ? 
Pe. That the Hoopoe here will teach us. 

Prithee, friend, what bird is he? 
Ho. That is not a common object, 

such as you can always sec; 

That’s a marsh-bird. 

Eu. Lovely creature! nice and red like flaming 
flame. 

Ho. So he should be, for Flamingo 

is the lovely creature’s name. 

Eu. Hi there! 

Pe. What ? The row you’re making ! 

Eu. Here’s another, full in view. 

Pe. Aye by 21eus, another truly, 

with a foreign aspect too. 
Who is he, the summit-ascending. 

Muse-prophetical, wondrous bird ? 
Ho. He’s a Median. 

Pe. He a Median! Heracles, the thing’s 

absurd. 

How on earth without a camel 

could a Median hither fly? 
Eu. Here they’re coming; here’s another, 

with his crest erected high. 
Pe. Goodness gracious, that’s a hoopex:; 

yes, by Zeus, another one! 
Arc not you the only Hoopoe ? 

Ho. I’m his grandsire; he’s the son 

Of the Philocldan hoopoe: 

as with you a name will pass, 
Callias siring Hipponicus, HipponicusCallias. 

Pe. O then that is Callias is it ? 

How his feathers moult away! 
Ho. Aye, the simple generous creature, 

he’s to parasites a prey. 
And the females flock around him, 

plucking out his feathers too. 
Pe. O Poseidon, here’s another; 

here’s a bird of brilliant hue! 
What’s the name of this, I wonder. 

Ho. That’s a Glutton styled by us. 

Pe. Is there then another Glutton 

than our own Cleonymus ? 
Eu. Our Cleonymus, I fancy, 

would have thrown his crest away. 
Pe. But what means the crest-equipment 

of so many birds, I pray ? 
Arc they going to race in armour ? 

Ho. No, my worthy friend, they make 

Each his dwelling, like the Carians, 

on the crests for safety’s sake. 
Enter chorus of twenty four birds, all crowding 
together. 

Pe. O Poseidon, what the mischief! 

see the birds arc everywhere 

Fluttering onward. 

Eu. King Apollo, what a cloud! OI O! look there, 
Now we cannot sec the entrance 

for the numbers crowding in. 
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Pe, Here you sec a partridge coming, 

there by Zeus a francolin, 
Here a widgeon onward hurries, 

there’s a halcyon, sure as fate. 
Eti. Who’s behind her ? 

Pe, That’s a clipper; he’s the lady halcyon’s mate. 
Eu. Can a clipper be a bird then ? 

Pe. Sporgilus is surely so. 

Here’s an owl. 

Eu. And who to Athens brought an owl. I’d like 
to know. 

Pe. Jay and turtle, lark and sedgebird, 

thyme-finch, ring-dove first, and then 
Rock-dove, stock-dove, cuckoo, falcon, 

fiery-crest, and willow wren, 
Lammergeyer, porphyrion, kestrel, 

waxwing, nuthatch, water-hen. 
Eu. {singing) Ohd for the birds, Ohd! Oh6! 

Ohd for the blackbirds, ho! 

How they twitter, how they go, 

shrieking and screaming to and fro. 
Goodness! are they going to charge us ? 

They are gazing here, and see 
All their beaks they open widely. 

Pe. That is what occurs to me. 

Chorus. Wh-wh-wh-wh-wh-wh-w'h-wh-where 
may he be 

that was calling for me ? In what locality 
pastureth he ? 

Ho. I am ready, waiting here; 

never from my friends I stir. 
Ch. Te-te-te-te-te-tc-te-te-teach me, I pray, in an 
amicable way, 

what is the news you have gotten to say. 
Ho. News amazing! News auspicious! 

News delightful, safe, and free! 
Birds! Two men of subtlest genius 

hither have arrived to me. 
Ch. Who! What I When ! say that again. 

Ho. Here, I say, have come two elders, 

travelling to the birds from man. 
And the stem they are bringing with them 

of a most stupendous plan. 
Ch. You who have made the greatest error 

since my callow life began. 

What do you say ? 

Ho. Now don’t be nervous. 

Ch. What is the thing you have done to me ? 

Ho. I’ve received two men, enamoured 

of your sweet society. 
Ch. You have really dared to do it ? 

Ho. Gladly I the deed avow. 

Ch. And the pair are now amongst us ? 

Ho. Aye, if I’m amongst you now. 

Ch. OIOI Out upon you! 

We are cheated and betrayed, 

we have suffered shame and wrong! 
For our comrade and our friend 

who has fed with us so long. 
He has broken every oath, and his holy plighted 
troth, 

And the old social customs of our clan. 
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He has led us unawares into wiles, and into snares. 
He has given us a prey, all helpless and forlorn. 

To those who were our foes 

from the time that they were born. 
To vile and abominable Man! 

But for him, our bird-companion, 

comes a reckoning by and by; 
As for these two old deceivers, 

they shall suffer instantly. 
Bit by bit we’ll tear and rend them. 

Pe. Here’s a very horrid mess. 

Eu. Wretched man, ’twas you that caused it, 

you and all your cleverness! 
Why you brought me I can’t see. 

Pe. Just that you might follow me. 

Eu. Just that I might die of weeping. I 

Pe. ‘ ' What a foolish thingito say! 

Weeping will be quite beyond you, I 

when your eyes are peckecRaway. 
Ch. On ! On ! In upon them! \ 

Make a very bloody onset, \ 

spread your wings about your^foes. 
Assail them and attack them, \ 

and surround them and enclose. 
Both, both of them shall die, 

and their bodies shall supply 
A rare dainty pasture for my beak. 

For never shall be found any distant spot of ground. 
Or shadowy mountain covert, or foamy Ocean 
wave. 

Or cloud in Ether floating, 

which these reprobates shall save 
From the doom that upon them I will wreak. 

On then, on, my flying squadrons, 

now’s the time to tear and bite. 
Tarry ye not an instant longer. 

Brigadier, advance our right. 
Eu. Here it comes! I’m off, confound them. 

Pe. Fool, why can’t you remain with me ? 

Eu. What! that these may tear and rend me ? 

Pe. How can you hope from birds to flee ? 

Eu. Truly, I haven’t the least idea. 

Pe. Then it is 1 the affair must guide. 

Seize we a pot and, the charge awaiting, 

here we will combat side by side. 
Eu. Pot ! and how can a pot avail us ? 

Pe. Never an ow'l will then come near. 

Eu. What of these birds of prey with talons 
Pe. Snatch up a spit, like a hoplite’s spear. 

Planting it firmly there before you. 

Eu. What shall I do about my eyes ? 

Pe. Take a platter, or take a saucer, 

holding it over them buckler-wise. 
Eu. What a skilful neat contrivance! 

O you clever fellow you. 
In your military science Nicias you far outdo! 

Ch. Eleleleu! advance! no loitering; 

level your beaks and charge away. 
Shatter the pot at once to pieces; 

worry, and scratch, and tear, and ^y! 
Ho. O, whatever is your purpose ? is your villainy 
so great, 
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V bu would slay two worthy persons, 

kinsmen, clansmen, of my mate? 
Men who never sought to harm you, 

would you tear and lacerate? 
Ch. Why, I wonder, should we spare them, 

more than ravening beasts of prey? 
Shall we ever find, for vengeance, 

enemies more rank than they? 
Ho, Enemies, I grant, by nature, 

very friends in heart and will; 
Here they come with kindly purpose, 

useful lessons to instil. 

Ch, What, they come with words of friendship ? 

What, you really then suppose 
They will teach us useful lessons, 

they our fathers* fathers’ foes? 
Ho, Yet to clever folk a foeman 

very useful hints may show; 
Thus, that foresight brings us safety, 

from a friend wc ne’er should know. 
But the truth is forced upon us, very quickly, by a 
foe. 

Hence it is that all the Cities, 

taught by foe, and not by friend. 
Learn to build them ships of battle, 

and their lofty walls extend; 
So by this, a foeman’s, teaching 

children, home, and wealth defend. 
Ch, Well, I really think ’tis better 

that their errand we should know; 
I admit that something useful 

may be taught us by a foe. 
Pe, {to EUELPiDEs) Now tlieif anger grows more 
slack; 

now w'c had better just draw back. 
Ho, {to chorus) This is right and friendly conduct, 
such as I deserve from you. 
Ch. Well, I am sure that wc have never 
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Ho. What is it that to learn you seek? 

Ch. Whence are these visitors and who? 

Ho. From clever Hellas strangers two. 

Ch. What’s their aim ? Canst thou tell 
Why they ca me Here to d wcl 1 ? 

Ho. Love of you. Love of your 
Life and ways Was the lure. 

Here they fain Would remain 

Comrades true All their days. 

Ch. Hey, hey, what do you say ? 

What is the tale they tell? 

Ho. In brief, 

’Tis something more than past belief. 

Ch. But wherefore is he come ? What is it 
He seeks to compass by his visit ? 

Think you he’s got some cunning plan 
Whereby, allied with us, he can 
Assist a friend, or harm a foe ? 

What brings him here. I’d like to know. 

Ho. I'oo great, too great, for thought or words. 
The bliss he promises the birds. 

All things are yours, he says, whate’er 
Exists in space, both here and there, 

And to and fro, and everywhere. 

Ch. Mad a little, eh ? 

Ho. More sane than words can say. 

Ch. Wide awake ? 

Ho. Wide as day. 

The subtlest ciinningest fox. 

All scheme, invention, craft ; wit, wisdom, paradox. 
Ch. His speech, his speech, bid him begin it. 

The things you show excite me, so, 

I’m fit to fly this very minute. 

Ho. Now you and you, take back this panoply, 
And hang it up, God bless it, out of sight 
Within the kitchen there, beside the jack. 

But you {to pEisTHETAERus) the things we sum- 
moned them to hear 


gone against you hitherto. 
Pe. Now they arc growing a deal more peaceful, 
now is the time the pot to ground. 
Now we may lower the platters twain. 

Nay, but the spit wc had best retain, 

Walking within the encampment’s bound, 
Letting our watchful glances skim 
Over the edge of the pot’s top rim; 

Never a thought of flight must strike us. 

Eu. Well, but tell me, suppose we die, 

Where in the world will our bodies lie ? 

Pe. They shall be buried in Ceramcicus, 

That will be done at the public cost. 

For we will say that our lives wc lost 
Gallantly fighting the public foe 
(Yea, we will tell the commanders so). 

Gallantly fighting at Orncae. 

Ch. Fall back, fall back to your ranks once more. 
And stand at ease as ye stood before, 

And lay your wrath on the ground, in line 
With your angry mood, as a warrior should; 

We’ll ask the while who the men may be. 

And whence they come, and with what design. 
Hey, Hoopoe, hey I to you I speak. 


Expound, declare. 

Pe. By Apollo no, not I, 

Unless they pledge me such a treaty- pledge 
As that small jackanapes who makes the swords 
Pledged with his wife, to wit that they’ll not bite 
me 

Nor pull me about, nor scratch my — 

Ch. Fie, for shame! 

Not this} no, no! 

Pe. My eyes, I was going to say. 

Ch. I pledge it. 

Pe. Swear! 

Ch. I swear on these conditions; 

So may I win by every judge’s vote. 

And the whole Theatre’s. 

Pe. And so you shall. 

Ch. But if I’m false, then by one vote alone. 

Ho. O yes! O yes! Hoplites, take up your arms 
And march back homewards; there await the orders 
We’re going to publish on the notice-boards. 

Ch. Full of wiles, full of guiles, at all times, in all 
wavs. 

Arc the children of Men ; still v, e’ll hear what he says. 
Thou hast haply detected 
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Something good for the Birds which we never 
suspected; 

Some power of achievement, too high 
For my own shallow wit by itself to descry. 

But if aught you espy, 

Tell it out; for whatc’er of advantage shall fall 
To ourselves by your aid, shall be common to all. 

So expound us the plan you have brought us, my 
man, 

not doubting, it seems, of success. 
And don’t be afraid, for the treaty we made 

we won’t be the first to transgress. 
Pe. 1 am hot to begin, and my spirit within 

is fermenting the tale to declare. 
And my dough I will knead, for there’s nought to 
impede. Boy, bring me a wreath for my hair, 
And a wash for my hands. 

Eu, Why, what mean these commands ? 

Is a dinner in near contemplation ? 
Pe, No dinner, I ween ; *tis a speech that I mean, 

a stalwart and brawny oration. 
Their spirit to batter, and shiver and shatter. 

(To the birds) So sorely I grieve for your lot 
Who once in the prime and beginning of time 
were Sovereigns-— 

Ch. We Sovereigns! of what? 

Pe, Of all that you see ; of him and 01 me ; 

of Zeus up above on his throne; 
A lineage older and nobler by far 

than the Titans and Cronos ye own, 
And than Earth. 

Ch, And than Earth! 

Pe, By Apollo ’tis true. 

Ch, And I never had heard it before! 

Pe, Because you’ve a blind uninquisitive mind, 

unaccustomed on Aesop to pore. 
The lark had her birth, so he says, before Earth; 

then her father fell sick and he died. 
She laid out his body with dutiful care, 

but a grave she could nowhere provide; 
For the Earth was not yet in existence; at last, 

by urgent necessity led. 
When the fifth day arrived, the poor creature 
contrived 

to bury her sire in her head. 
Eu. So the sire of the lark, give me leave to remark, 
on the crest of a headland lies dead. 
Pe. If therefore, by birth, ye are older than Earth, 
if before all the Gods ye existed. 
By the right of the firstborn the sceptre is yours; 

your claim cannot well be resisted. 
Eu. I advise you to nourish and strengthen your 
beak, 

and to keep it in trim for a stroke. 
Zeus won’t in a hurry the sceptre restore 

to the woodpecker tapping the oak. 
Pe, In times prehistoric ’tis easily proved, 

by evidence weighty and ample, 
That Birds, and not Gods, were the Rulers of men, 
and the Lords of the world; for example. 
Time was that the Persians were ruled by the Cock, 
a King autocratic, alone; 


The sceptre he wielded or ever the names 

“Megabazus,” “Darius” were known; 
And the “Persian” he still by the people is called 
from the Empire that once was his own. 
Eu. And thus, to this hour, the symbol of power 
on his head you can always detect: 
Like the Sovereign of Persia, alone of the Birds, 

he stalks with tiara erect. 
Pe, So mighty and great was his former estate, 

so ample he waxed and so strong. 
That still the tradition is potent, and still, 

when he sings in the morning his song. 
At once from their sleep all mortals upleap, 

the cobblers, the tanners, the bakers. 
The potters, the bathmen, the smiths, and the 

shiejdrand-the-musical-instrumcnt-iihakers; 
And some will at eve take their sandals and l^ve. 
Eu. I can answer for that, to my cost. 

*Twas all through his crowing at eve that my iloak, 
the softest of Phrygians, ft lost. 
I was asked to the Ten th-day feast of a child ; \ 

and I drank ere the feast was bteun; 
Then I take my repose; and anon the cock crows; 

so thinking it daybreak 1 run 
To return from the City to Halimus town; 

but scarce I emerge from the wall. 
When I get such a whack with a stick on my back 

from a rascally thief, that I fall. 
And he skims off my cloak from my shoulders or 

e’er for assistance I’m able to bawl. 
Pe. Then a Kite was the Sovereign of Hellas of old, 
and ruled with an absolute sway. 
Ch. The Sovereign of Hellas! 

Pe. And, taught by his rule, 

we wallow on earth to this day 

When a Kite we espy. 

Eu, By Bacchus, ’twas I 

saw a Kite in the air; so I wallow 
Then raising my eyne from my posture supine, 

I give such a gulp that I swallow 
O what but an obol I’ve got in my mouth, 

and am forced to return empty-handed. 
Pe. And the whole of Phoenice and Egypt was erst 
by a masterful Cuckoo commanded. 
When his loud cuckoo-cry was resounding on high, 
at once the Phoenicians would leap 
All hands to the plain, rich-waving with grain, 

their wheat and their barley to reap. 
Eu. So that’s why we cry to the circumcised “Hi!” 

“Cuckoo! To the plain! Cuckoo!” 
Pe. And whene’er in the cities of Hellas a chief 

to honour and dignity grew, 
Menelaus or King Agamemnon perchance, 

your rule was so firm and decided 
That a bird on his sceptre would perch, to partake 
of the gifts for his Lordship provided. 
Eu. Now of that I declare I was never aware; 

and I oft have been filled with amaze, 
When Priam so noble and stately appeared, 

with a bird, in the Tragedy-plays. 
But the bird was no doubt for the gifts looking out, 
to Lysicrates brought on the sly. 
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Pe. But the strongest and clearest of proofs is that 
Zeus 

who at present is Lord of the sky 
Stands wearing, as Royalty’s emblem and badge, 

an Eagle erect on his head. 

Our Lady an owl, and Apollo forsooth, 

as a lackey, a falcon instead; 

E«. By Demcter, ’tis true; that is just wliat they 
ao; 

but tell me the reason, I pray. 

Pe. That the bird may be ready and able, when- 
e’er 

the sacrificed inwards we lay. 

As custom demands, in the deity’s hands, 

to seize before Zeus on the fare. 
And none by the Gods, but all by the Birds, 

were accustomed aforetime to swear; 
And Lampon will vow by the Goose even now, 

whenever he’s going to cheat you: 

So holy and mighty they deemed you of old, 

with so deep a respect did they treat youl 
Now they treat you as knaves, 

and as fools, and as slaves; 

Yea they pelt you as though ye were mad. 

No safety for you can the Temples ensure. 

For the bird-catcher sets his nooses and nets, 

And his traps, and his toils, and his bait, and his lure, 
And his lime-covered rods in the shrine of the Gods! 
Then he takes you, and sets you for sale in the lump; 
And the customers, buying, come poking and pry- 
ing 

And twitching and trying, 

To feel if your bodies are tender and plump. 

And if they decide on your flesh to sup 
They don’t just roast you and serve you up. 

But over your bodies, as prone ye lie, 

They grate their cheese and their silphium too, 

And oil and vinegar add, 

Then a gravy, luscious and rich, they brew. 

And pour it in soft warm streams o’er you, 

As though ye were carrion noisome and dry. 

Ch, O man, ’tis indeed a most pitiful talc 
Thou hast brought to our ears; and I can but bewail 
Our fathers’ demerit, 

Who born such an Empire as this to inherit 
Have lost it, have lost it, for me! 

But now thou art come, by good Fortune’s decree, 

Our Saviour to be, 

And under thy charge, whatsoever befall, 

I will place my own self, and my nestlings, and all. 

Now therefore do you tell us what we must do; 

since life is not worth our retaining, 
Unless wc be Lords of the world as before, 

our ancient dominion regaining. 

Pff. Then first I propose that the Air ye enclose, 

and the space ’twixt the Earth and the sky. 
Encircling it all with a brick-builded wall, 

like Babylon’s, solid and high; 
And there you must place the abode of your race, 

and make them one State, and one nation. 
OPorphyrionlOCebriones! 

how stupendous the fortification! 
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When the wall is complete, send a messenger 
fleet, 

ijbe empire firom Zeus to reclaim. 
And if he deny, or be slow to comply, 

nor retreat in confusion and shame. 
Proclaim ye against him a Holy War, 

and announce that no longer below, 
On their lawless amours through these regions of 
yours, 

will the Gods be permitted to go. 
No more through the air (to their Alopcs fair, 

their Alcmenas, their Semclcs wending) 
May they post in hot love, as of old, from above, 

for if ever you catch them descending. 
You will clap on their dissolute persons a seal, 

their evil designs to prevent! 
And then let another ambassador-bird 

to men with this message be sent, 
That the Birds being Sovereigns, to them must be 
paid 

all honour and worship divine, 
And the Gods for the future to them be postponed. 

Now therefore assort and combine 
Each God with a bird, whichever will best 

with his nature and attributes suit; 
If to Queen Aphrodite a victim ye slay, 

first sacrifice grain to the coot; 
If a sheep to Poseidon ye slay, to the duck 

let wheat as a victim be brought; 
And a big honey -cake for the cormorant make, 

if ye offer to Heracles aught. 
Bring a ram for King Zeus! But ye first must produce 
for our Kinglet, the gold -crested wren, 
A masculine midge, full formed and entire, 

to be sacrificed duly by men. 
Eu. I am tickled and pleased with the sacrificed 
midge. 

Now thunder away, great Zanl^ 
Ch. But men, will they take us for Gods, and not 
daws,— 

do ye really believe that they can— 
If they see us on wings flying idly about ? 

Pe. Don’t say such ridiculous things! 

Why, Hermes, and lots of the deities too, 

go flying about upon wings. 
There is Victory, bold on her pinions of gold; 

and then, by the Powers, there is Love; 
And Iris, says Homer, shoots straight through the 
skies, 

with the ease of a terrified dove. 
Eu. And the thunderbolt flies upon wings, I sur- 
mise: 

what if Zeus upon us let it fall ? 
Pe. But suppose that mankind, being stupid and 
blind, 

should account you as nothing at all, 
And still in the Gods of Olympus believe- 

why then, like a cloud, shall a swarm 
Of sparrows and rooks settle down on their stooks, 
and devour all the seed in the farm. 

^Doric for Zeus. 
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Demeter may fill them with grain, if she will, 

when hungry and pinched they entreat her. 
Eu, O no, for by Zeus, she will make some excuse; 

that is always the way with Demeter. 
Pe. And truly the ravens shall pluck out the eyes 
of the oxen that work in the plough. 
Of the flocks and the herds, as a proof that the Birds 
are the Masters and Potentates now. 
Apollo the leech, if his aid they beseech, 

may cure them; but then they must pay! 
Eu, Nay but hold, nay but hold, nor begin till Pve 

my two little oxen I pray. 
Pe, But when once to esteem you as God, and as 
Life, 

and as Cronos and Earth they’ve begun. 
And as noble Poseidon, what joys shall be theirs! 

Ch, Will you kindly inform me of one? 

Pe, The delicate tendrils and bloom of the vine 

no more shall the locusts molest. 
One gallant brigade of the kestrels and owls 

shall rid them at once of the pest. 
No more shall the mite and the gall-making blight 
the fruit of the fig-tree devour; 
Of thrushes one troop on their armies shall swoop, 
and clear them all off in an hour. 
Ch, But how shall we furnish the people with 
wealth ? 

It is wealth that they mostly desire. 
Pe, Choice blessings and rare ye shall give them 
whene’er 

they come to your shrine to inquire. 
To the seer ye shall tell when *tis lucky and well 

for a merchant to sail o’er the seas, 
So that never a skipper again shall be lost. 

Ch, What, “never” ? Explain if you please. 

Pe, Are they seeking to know when a voyage to 
go? 

The Birds shall give answers to guide them. 
“Now stick to the land, there’s a tempest at hand! 

Now sail!” and good luck shall betide them. 
Eu, A galley for me; I am off to the sea! 

No longer with you will I stay. 
Pe, The treasures of silver long since in the earth 
by their forefathers hidden away 
To men ye shall show, for the secret ye know. 

How often a man will declare, 
“There is no one who knows where my treasures re- 
pose, 

if it be not a bird of the air.” 
Eu. My galley may go; I will buy me a hoe, 

and dig for the crock and the casket. 
Ch, But Health, I opine, is a blessing divine; 

can we give it to men if they ask it ? 
Pe. If they’ve plenty of wealth, they’ll have plen- 
ty ot health; 

ye may rest quite assured that they will. 
Did you ever hear tell of a man that was well, 

when faring remarkably ill ? 
Ch. Long life ’tis Olympus alone can bestow; 

so can men live as long as before ? 
Must they die in their youth ? 
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Pe, Die ? No! why in truth 

their lives by three hundred or more 
New years ye will lengthen. 

Ch, Why, whence will they come ? 

Pe, From your own inexhaustible store. 

What! dost thou not know that the noisy-tongued 
crow 

lives five generations of men ? 
Eu, O fie! it is plain they are fitter to reign 

than the Gods; let us have them again. 
Pe, Ay fitter by far! 

No need for their sakes to erect and adorn 
Greiit temples of marble with portals of gold. 
Enough for the birds on the brake and the thorn 
And the evergreen oak their receptions to hold. 

Or if any are noble, and courtly, and fine. 

The tree of the olive will serve for their shrine. 

No need, when a blessing we seek, to repair 
To Delphi or Ammon, and sacrifice there; 

We will under an olive or arbutus stand 
With a present of barley and wheat. 

And piously lifting our heart and our hand ' 

I'he birds for a boon we’ll entreat, \ 

And the boon shall be ours, and our suit we shall 
gain 

At the cost of a few little handfuls of grain. 

Ch, I thought thee at first of my foemen the worst ; 

and lo, I have found thee the wisest 
And best of my friends, and our nation intends 

to do whatsoe’er thou advisest. 
A spirit so lofty and rare 
Thy words have within me excited. 

That I lift up my soul, and I swear 
That if Thou wilt with Me be united 
In bonds that arc holy and true 
And honest and just and sincere. 

If our hearts are attuned to one song. 

We will march on the Gods without fear; 

The sceptre — my sceptre, my due — 

They shall not be handling it long! 

So all that by muscle and strength can be done, 

we Birds will assuredly do; 
But whatever by prudence and skill must be won, 
we leave altogether to you. 
Ho, Aye and, by Zeus, the time is over now 
For drowsy nods and Nicias-hesitations. 

We must be up and doing! And do you. 

Or e’er we start, visit this nest of mine. 

My bits of things, my little sticks and straws; 

And tell me what your names arc. 

Pe, That’s soon done. 

My name is Peisthetaerus. 

Ho, And your friend’s ? 

Pe, Euelpides of Crio. 

Ho, Well, ye are both 

Heartily welcome. 

Pe, Thank you. 

Ho* Come ye in. 

Pe, Aye, come we in ; you, please, precede us. 

Ho, Come. 

Pe, But— dear I what was it ? step you back a mo- 
ment. 
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O yes— but tell us, how can he and I 
Consort with you, we wingless and you winged ? 

Ho. Why, very well. 

Pe. Nay, but in Aesop’s fables 

There’s something, mind you, told about the fox 
How ill it fared, consorting with an eagle. 

Ho. O never fear; for there’s a little root 
Which when ye have eaten, ye will both be winged. 

Pe. That being so, we’ll enter. Xanthias there. 

And Manodorus, bring along the traps. 

Ch. O stay, and O stay! 

Ho. Why what ails you to-day ? 

Ch. Take the gentlemen in, and regale them, we 
say 

But O for the nightingale peerless in song, 

who chants in the choir of the Muses her lay; 
Our sweetest and best, fetch her out of the nest, 

and leave her awhile with the Chorus to play. 

Pe. O do, by Zeus, grant them this one request; 
Fetch out the little warbler from the reeds. 

Eu. Yes, fetch her out by all the Gods, that so 
We too may gaze upon the nigluingale. 

Ho. Well, if you wish it, so we’ll have it. Procne, 

Come hither, dear, and let the strangers see you. 

Enter procne, fvitk nightingale's head and wings^ 
otherwise clad as a girl, in a rich costume. 

Pe. Zeus, what a darling lovely little bird 1 
How fair, and tender! 

Eu. O the little love, 

Wouldn’t I like to be her mate this instant! 

Pe. And O the gold she is wearing, like a girl. 

Eu. Upon my word, I’ve half a mind to kiss her! 

Pe. Kiss her, you fool ! Her beak’s a pair of spits. 

Eu. But I would treat her like an egg, and strip 
The egg-shell from her poll, and kiss her so. 

Ho. Come, go we in. 

Pe. Lead on, and luck go with us. 

Exeunt hoopoe, euelpides, and peisthetaerus. 

Chorus 

0 darling! O tawny- throat! 

Love, whom I love the best, 

Dearer than all the rest, 

Playmate and partner in 

All my soft lays. 

Thou art come! Thou art come! 

Thou hast dawned on my gaze, 

1 have heard thy sweet note. 

Nightingale! Nightingale! 

Thou from thy flute Softly-sounding canst bring 
Music to suit With our songs of the Spring : 

Begin then I pray 

Our own anapaestic address to essay. 

Ye men who are dimly existing below, 

who perish and fade as the leaf, 
Pale, woebegone, shadowlike, spiritless folk, 

life feeble and wingless and brief, 
Frail castings in clay, who are gone in a day, 

like a dream full of sorrow and sighing, 
Come listen with care to the Birds of the air, 

the ageless, the deathless, who flying 
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In the joy and the freshness of Ether, arc wont 

to muse upon wisdom undying. 
We will tell you of things transcendental; of Springs 
and of Rivers the mighty upheaval; 
The nature of Birds; and the birth of the G^s: 

and of Chaos and Darkness primeval. 
When this ye shall know, let old Prodicus go, 

and be hanged without hope of repricval. 
There was Chaos at first, and Darkness, and 
Night, 

and Tartarus vasty and dismal; 
But the Earth was not there, nor the Sky, nor the 
Air, 

till at length in the bosom abysmal 
Of Darkness an egg, from the whirlwind conceived, 
was laid by the sable-plumed Night. 
And out of that egg, as the Seasons revolved, 

sprang Love, the entrancing, the bright. 
Love brilliant and bold with his pinions of gold, 

like a whirlwind, refulgent and sparkling! 
Love hatched us, commingling in Tartarus wide, 

with Chaos, the murky, the darkling, 
And brought us above, as the firstlings of love, 

and first to the light we ascended. 
There was never a race of Immortals at all 

till Love had the universe blended; 
Then all things commingling together in love, 

there arose the fair Earth, and the Sky, 
And the limitless Sea; and the race of the Gods, 

the Blcsssed, who never shall die. 
So we than the Blessed are older by far; 

and abundance of proof is existing 
That we are the children of Love, for we fly, 

unfortunate lovers assisting. 
And many a man who has found, to his cost, 

that his powers of persuasion have failed, 
And his loves have abjured him forever, again 

by the power of the Birds has prevailed; 
For the gift of a quail, or a Porphyry rail, 

or a Persian, or goose, will regain them. 
And the chiefest of blessings ye mortals enjoy, 

by the help of the Birds ye obtain them. 
’Tis from us that the signs of the Seasons in turn. 

Spring, Winter, and Autumn are known. 
When to Libya the crane flies clanging again, 

it is lime for the seed to be sown, 
And the skipper may hang up his rudder awhile, 

and sleep after aU his exertions. 
And Orestes may weave him a wrap to be warm 

when he’s out on his thievish excursions. 
Then cometh the kite, with its hovering flight, 

of the advent of Spring to tell. 
And the Spring sheep-shearing begins; and next, 

your woollen attire you sell, 
And buy you a lighter and daintier garb, 

when you note the return of the swallow. 
Thus your Ammon, Dodona, and Delphi are we; 

we are also your Phoebus Apollo. 
For whatever you do, if a trade you pursue, 

or goods in the market are buying, 
Or the wedding attend of a neighbour and friend, 

first you look to the Birds and their flying. 
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And whene’er you of omen or augury speak, 

*tis a bird you are always repeating; 
A Rumour’s a bird, and a sneeze is a bird, 

and so is a word or a meeting, 
A servant’s a bird, and an ass is a bird. 

It must therefore assuredly follow 
That the Birds are to you (I protest it is true) 

your prophetic divining Apollo. 

Then take us for Gods, as is proper and fit, 

And Muses Prophetic ye’ll have at your call 
Spring, winter, and summer, and autumn and all. 
And we won’t run away from your worship, and sit 
Up above in the clouds, very stately and grand, 
like Zeus in his tempers: but always at hand 
Health and wealth we’ll bestow, as the formula runs, 
“On yourselves, and your sons, and the sons of your 
sons”; 

And happiness, plenty, and peace shall belong 
To you all; and the revel, the dance, and the song. 
And laughter, and youth, and the milk of the birds 
We’ll supply, and we’ll never forsake you. 

Ye’ll be quite overburdened with pleasures and joys. 
So happy and blest we will make you. 

O woodland Muse. 

“do, tio, do, tiotinx,” 

Of varied plume, with whose dear aid 
On the mountain top, and the sylvan glade, 

“do, tio, do, tiotinx,” 

I, sitting up aloft on a leafy ash, full oft, 

“do, tio, do, tiotinx,” 

Pour forth a warbling note from my little tawny 
throat, 

Pour festive choral dances to the mountain mother’s 
praise, 

And to Pan the holy music of his own immortal lays: 
“totdtotdtotdtotdtotinx,” 

Whence Phrynichus of old. 

Sipping the fruit of our ambrosial lay. 

Bore, like a bee, the honied store away. 

His own sweet songs to mould, 

“Tio, do, tio, tfo, tiotinx.” 

Is there any one amongst you, 

O spectators, who would lead 
With the birds a life of pleasure, 

let him come to us with speed 
All that here is reckoned shameful, 

all that here the laws condemn. 
With the birds is right and proper, 

you may do it all with them. 
Is it here by law forbidden 

for a son to beat his sire ? 
That a chick should strike his father, 

strutting up with youthful ire, 
Crowing, “Raise your spur and fight me,” 

that is what the birds admire. 
Come you runaway deserter, 

spotted o’er with marks of shame. 
Spotted Francolin we’ll call you, 

that, with us, shall be your name. 


You who style yourself a tribesman, 

Phrygian pure as Spintharus, 
Come and be a Phrygian linnet, 

of Philemon’s breed, with us. 
Come along, you slave and Carian, 

Execestides to wit. 
Breed with us your Cuckoo-rearers, 

they’ll be guildsmen apt and fit. 
Son of Peisias, who to outlaws 

would the city gates betray. 
Come to us, and be a partridge 

{cocl^el li^e the coc1{f they say), 
We esteem it no dishonour 

knavish par tridge^ tricks to play. 
Even thus the Swans, 

“do, tio,^t4o, tiotinx,” 

Their clamorous cry were erst up-raising, [ 

With clatter of wings Apollo praising, 

“tio, tio, tio, tiotinx,” 

As they sat in serried ranks on the river Hebrus’\banks. 
“tio, tio, do, tiotinx,” 

Right upward went the cry \ 

through the cloud and through the sky. 
Quailed the wild- beast in his covert, 

and the bird within her nest. 
And the still and windless Ether 

lulled the ocean-waves to rest. 
“Totdtotdtotdtotdtotinx.” 

Loudly Olympus rang! 

Amazement seized the kings; and every Grace 
And every Muse within that heavenly place 
Took up the strain, and sang. 

“Tio, do, tio, tio, tiotinx.” 

Truly to be clad in feather 

is the very best of things. 
Only foncy, dear spectators, 

had you each a brace of wings, 
Never need you, tired and hungry, 

at a Tragic Chorus stay, 
You would lightly, when it bored you, 

spread your wings and fly away, 
Back returning, after luncheon, 

to enjoy our Comic Play. 

Never need a Patrocleides, 

sitting here, his garment stain; 
Whom the dire occasion seized him. 

he would off witn might and main 
Flying home, then flying hither, 

lightened and relieved, again. 
If a gallant should the husband 

on the Council-bench behold 
Of a gay and charming lady, 

one whom he had loved of old, 
Off at once he’d fly to greet her, 

have a little converse sweet, 
Then be back, or e’er ye missed him, 

calm and smiling in his seat. 
Is not then a suit of feathers 

quite the very best of things r 
Why, Diitrephes was chosen, 

though he had but wicker wings» 
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First a Captain* then a Colonel, 

till from nothing he of late 
Has become a tawny cock-horse, 

yea a pillar of the State! 

Enter PEisTHETAERus and euelpides, equipped 
wiih wings, 

Pe, Well, here we are. By Zeus, I never saw 
In all my life a sight more laughable. 

Eu, What are you laughing at ? 

Pe, At your flight- feathers, 

ril tell you what you’re like, your wings and you. 
Just like a gander, sketched by some cheap-Jack. 

Eu, And you, a blackbird, with a bowl-cropped 
noddle. 

Pe, These shafts of ridicule are winged by nought 
But our own plumes, as Aeschylus would say. 

Ch, What’s the next step ? 

Pe, First we must give the city 

Some grand big name : and then we’ll sacrifice 
To the high G^s. 

Eu, That’s my opinion also. 

Ch, Then let’s consider what the name shall be. 

Pe, What think you of that grand Laconian name, 
Sparta P 

Eu, What! Sparta for my city ? No. 

I wouldn’t use esparto for my pallet. 

Not if I’d cords; by Heracles, not I. 

Pe, How shall we name it then ? 

Ch, Invent some fine 

Magniloquent name, drawn from these upper spaces 
And clouds. 

Pe, What think you of Cloudcuckoobury ? 

Ch, Good! Good! 

You have found a good big name, and no mistake. 
Eu. Is this the great Cloudcuckoobury town 
Where all the wealth of Aeschines lies hid, 

And all Theagenes’s ? 

Pe, Best of all. 

This is the plain of Phlegra, where the Gods 
Outshot the giants at the game of Brag. 

Eu, A glistering sort of a city I Who shall be 
Its guardian God? For whom shall we weave the 
Peplus? 

Pe, Why not retain Athene, City -keeper P 
Eu, And how can that be a well-ordered State, 
Where she, a woman born, a Goddess, stands 
Full-armed, and Cleisthencs assumes a spindle ? 

Pe, And who shall hold the citadel’s Storkade ? 

Ch, A bird of ours, one of the Persian breed. 
Everywhere noted as the War-god’s own 
Armipotent cockerel. 

Eu, O, Prince Cockerel ? Y es. 

He’s just the God to perch upon the rocks. 

Pe, Now, comrade, get you up into the air, 

And lend a hand to those that build the wall. 

Bring up the rubble; strip, and mix the mortar; 

Run up the ladder with the hod; fall off; 

Station the sentinels; conceal the fire; 

Round with the alarum bell; go fast asleep; 

And send two heralds, one to heaven above, 

And one to earth below; and let them come 


From thence, for me. 

Eu, And you, remaining here, 

Be hanged— for me! 

Ec, Go where I send you, comrade, 

Exit EUELPIDES, who does not appear again. 
Without your help there, nothing will be done. 

But I, to sacrifice to these new Gods, 

Must call the priest to regulate the show. 

Boy! Boy! take up the basket and the laver, 

Ch. I’m with you, you’ll find me quite willing: 

I highly approve of your killing 
A lambkin, to win us the favour divine. 

Mid holy processionals, stately and fine, 

Up high, up high, let the Pythian cry. 

The Pythian cry to the God be sent; 
l.et Chacris play the accompaniment. 

Pe. O stop t hat puffing ! Heracles, what’s this ? 
Faith, I’ve seen many a sight, but never yet 
A mouth-band-wearing raven! Now then, priest, 

To the new Gods commence the sacrifice. 

Enter priest, 

Prtest. I’ll do your bidding. Where’s the basket- 
bearer ? 

Let us pray 

To the Hestia-bird of the household .shrine, 

And the Kite that watches her feasts divine, 

And to all the Olympian birds and birdcsses, 

Pe, O Sunium-hawking, King of the Sea — mew, 
hail! 

Pr. And to the holy Swan, the Pythian and Delian 
one, 

And to thee too. Quail-guide Lcto, 

And to Artemis the Thistle-finch, 

Pe, Aye, Thistle-finch ; no more Colaenis now ! 

Pr. And to Sabazius the Phrygian linnet; and 
then 

To Rhea the Great Mother of Gods and men; 

Pe. Aye, Ostrich-queen, Clcocritus’s Mother! 

Pr. That they may grant health and salvation 
To the whole Cloudciickooburian nation. 

For themselves and the Chians. 

Pe. I like the Chians everywhere tacked on, 

Pr. And to the hero- birds and sons of heroes, 

And to the Porphyrion rail; 

And to the pelican white, and pelican grey; 

And to the eagle, and to the capercaillie; 

And to the peacock, and to the sedge warbler; 

And to the teal, and to the skua; 

And to the heron, and to the gannet; 

And to the blackcap, and to the titmouse— 

Pe, Stop, stop your calling, hang you. O, look 
here. 

To what a victim, idiot, are you calling 
Ospreys and vultures ? Don’t you sec that one 
One single kite could carry off the whole ? 

Get away hence, you and your garlands too! 

Myself alone will sacrifice this victim. 

Exit priest. 

Ch. Once more as the laver they’re bringing, 

Once more I my hymns must be singing. 

Hymns holy and pious, the Gods to invite — 

One alone, only one,— to our festival rite. 
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Your feast for two, I am sure won’t do. 

For what you are going to offer there. 

Is nothing at all but horns and hair. 

Let us pray, 

Offering our victim to the feathery gods. 
Enter a poet, to celebrate the founding of the new 
colony. 

Poet, {singing) Cloud cuckoobury 

With praise and glory crown. 

Singing, O Muse, 

Of the new and happy town! 

Pe. Whatever’s this ? Why, who in the world are 
you? 

Po. O I’m a warbler, carolling sweet lays, 

An eager meagre servant of the Muses, 

As Homer says. 

Pe. What ! you a slave and wear your hair so long ? 
Po. No, but all we who teach sweet choral lays 
Are eager meagre servants of the Muses, 

As Homer says. 

Pe. That’s why your cloak so meagre seems, no 
doubt. 

But, poet, what ill wind has blown you hither? 

Po. Oh I’ve been making, making lovely songs, 
Simonideans, virgin songs, and sweet 
Dithyrambic songs, on your Cloudcuckooburics. 

Pe. When did you first begin these lovely songs? 
Po. Long, long ago, O yes! Long, long ago! 

Pe. Why, is not this the City’s Icnth-day feast ? 
I’ve just this instant given the child its name. 

Po. But fleet, as the merry many-twinkling horses* 
feet. 

The airy fairy Rumour of the Muses. 

Aetna’s Founder, father mine. 

Whose name is the same as the holy altar flame, 

Give to me what thy bounty chooses 
To give me willingly of thine. 

Pe. He’ll cause us trouble now, unless we give him 
Something, and so get off. Hallo, you priest. 

Why, you’ve a jerkin and a tunic too; 

Strip, give the jerkin to this clever poet. 

Take it; upon my word you do seem cold. 

Po. This little kindly gift the Muse 
Accepts with willing condescension; 

But let me to an apt remark 
Of Pindar call my lord’s attention. 

Pe. The fellow does not seem inclined to leave us. 
Po. Out among the Scythians yonder 
See poor Straton wander, wander. 

Poor poor Straton, not possessed 

of a whirly-woven vest. 
All inglorious comes, I trow, leather jerkin, if below 
No soft tunic it can show. 

Conceive my drift, I pray. 

Pe. Aye, I conceive you want the tunic too. 

Off with it, you. Needs must assist a Poet. 

There, take it, and depart. 

Po. Yes, I’ll depart, 

And make to the city pretty songs like this; 

0 Thou of the golden throne. 

Sing Her, the quivering, shivering; 

1 came to the plains many^sown, 
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I came to the snowy, the blowy. 

Alalae! Exitvov.r. 

Pe. Well, well, but now you surely have escaped 
From all those shiverings, with that nice warm vest. 
This is, by Zeus, a plague I never dreamed of 
That he should find our city out so soon. 

Boy, take the laver and walk round once more. 

Now hush! Enter oracle-monger. 

Oracle-Monger. Forbear! touch not the goal awhile. 
Pe. Eh ? Who are you ? 

O.-M. A soothsayer. 

Pe. You be hanged! 

O.-M. O think not lightly, friend, of things divine; 
Know I’ve an oracle of Bakis, bearing 
On your Cloudcuckooburics. 

Pe. * ' * Eh ? then why 

Did you not soothsay that before I founded! 

My city here? \ 

O.-M. The Power within forbade mi. 

Pe. Well, well, there’s nought like hearing what it 
says. 

O.-M. “Nay but if once grey crows \ 

and wolves shall be banding together, 
Out in the midway space, 

’twixt Corinth and Sicyon, dwelling—’’ 
Pe. But what in the world have I to do with Cor- 
inth ? 

O.-M. Bakis is riddling: Bakis means the Air. 
“First to Pandora offer 

a white-fleeced ram for a victim. 
Next, who first shall arrive 

my verses prophetic expounding, 
Give him a brand-new cloak 

and a pair of excellent sandals.’’ 
Pe. Arc sandals in it ? 

O.-M. Take the book and see. 

“Give him moreover a cup, 

and fill his hands with the inwards.’’ 
Pe. Are inwards in it ? 

O.-M. Take the book and see. 

“Youth, divinely inspired, 

if thou dost as 1 bid, thou shall surely 
Soar in the clouds as an Eagle; 

refuse, and thou ne’er shalt become an 
Eagle, or even a dove, 

or a woodpecker tapping the oak-tree.” 
Pe. Is all that in it ? 

O.-M. Take the book and see. 

Pe. O how unlike yeur oracle to mine. 

Which from Apollo’s words I copied out; 

“But if a cheat, an impostor, 

presume to appear uninvited, 
Troubling the sacred rites, 

and lusting to taste of the inwards, 
Hit him betwixt the ribs 

with all your force and your fury.” 
O.-M. You’re jesting surely. 

Pe. Take the book and see. 

“See that ye spare not the rogue, 

though he soar in the clouds as an Eagle? 
Yea, be he Lampon himself 

or even the great Diopeithes.” 
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O.-M . Is all that in it ? 

Pe. Take the book and sec. 

Gel out! be off, confound you! (strif^ing him) 

0,-M. O! O! O! 

Pe. There, run away and soothsay somewhere else. 
Exit oracle-monger; enter meton, with the in^ 
struments of a land-surveyor. 

Meton. I come amongst you— 

Pe. Some new misery this! 

Come to do what? What’s your scheme’s form and 
outline ? 

What’s your design ? What buskin’s on your foot ? 
Me. I come to land-survey this Air of yours, 

And mete it out by acres. 

Pe. Heaven and Earth! 

Whoever arc you ? 

Me. {scandalized) Whoever am I! I’m Meton^ 

Known throughout Hellas and Coloims. 

Pe. Aye, 

And what are these} 

Me. They’re rods for Air-surveying. 

I’ll just explain. The Air’s, in outline, like 
One vast extinguisher; so then, observe. 

Applying here my flexible rod, and fixing 
My compass there — you understand ? 

Pe. I don’t. 

Me. With the straight rod I measure out, that so 
The circle may be squared ; and in the centre 
A market-place; and streets be leading to it 
Straight to the very centre; just as from 
A star, though circular, straight rays flash out 
In all directions. 

Pe. Why, the man’s a Thales! Meton! 

Me. Yes, what? 

Pe. You know I love you, Meton, 

Take my advice, and slip away unnoticed. 

Me. Why, what’s the matter ? 

Pc. As in Lacedaemon 

There’s stranger-hunting; and a great disturbance; 
And blows in plenty. 

Me. What, a Revolution ? 

Pe. No, no, not that. 

Me. What then ? 

Pe. They’ve all resolved 

With one consent to wallop every quack. 

Me. I’d best be going. 

Pe. Faith, I’m not quite certain 

If you’re in time; see, see the blows are coming! 

{striking him) 

Me. O, murder! help! 

Pe. I told you how ’t would be. 

Come, measure off your steps some other way. 

Exit METON. Enter a commissioner, to inspect 
the new colony. 

Commissioner, Ho! consuls, ho! 

Pe. Sardanapalus, surely! 

Co. Lo, I to your Cloudcuckooburies come. 

By lot Commissioner. 

Pe. Commissioner ? 

Who sent you hither ? 

Co. Lo, a paltry scroll 

Of Tcleas. 
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Pe. Come now, will you take your pay 
And get you gone in peace? 

Co. By Heaven I will. 

I ought to be at home on public business. 

Some little jobs I’ve had with Pharnaccs. 

Pe. Then take your pay, and go; your pay’s just 
— this. {Striking him.) 

Co. What’s that ? 

Pe. A motion about Pharnaccs. 

Co. Witness! he’s striking a Commissioner. 

Pe. Shoo! Shoo! begone; you and your verdict-urns. 

Enter statute-seller. 
The shame it is! They send Commissioners 
Before we’ve finished our inaugural rites. 

Statute Seller, {reading) “But if the Cloudcuckoo- 
burian wrong the Athenian—’’ 

Pe. Here’s some more writing. What new misery’s 
this? 

S.'S. I am a Statute-seller, and I’m come 
Bringing new laws to sell you. 

Pe. Such as what ? 

S.-S. “Item, the Cloudcuckooburians arc to use 
the selfsame weights and measures, and the 
selfsame coinage as the Olophyxians.*’ 

Pe. And you the selfsame as the Oh! Oh! -tyxians. 

{striking him) 

S.'S. Hi! what are you at ? 

Pe. Take off those laws, you rascal. 

Laws you won’t like I’ll give you in a minute. 

Exit statute-seller; hut he and the commis- 
sioner each make two brief reappearances^ and 
vanish. 

Co. {reappearing) I summon Pcisthetaerus for 
next Munychion on a charge of outrage. 

Pe. O that’s it, is it ? What, are you there still ? 
S.-S. {reappearing) “Item, if any man drive away the 
magistrates, and do not receive them according 
to the pillar—’’ 

Pe. O mercy upon us, and arc you there si ill ? 

Co. {reappearing) I’ll ruin you! I claim ten thou- 
sand drachmas! 

Pe. I’ll overturn your verdict-urn, I will. 

S.-S. {reappearing) Think of that evening when 
you fouled the pillar. 

Pe. Ugh! seize him, somebody! Ha, you’re off 
there, are you ? 

Let’s get away from this, and go within, 

And there we’ll sacrifice the goat in peace. 

Exeunt omnes, and the goat is supposed to be 
sacrificed within. 

Chorus 

Unto me, the All-controlling, 
All-surveying, 

Now will men, at every altar. 

Prayers be praying; 

Me who watch the land, protecting 
Fruit and flower. 

Slay the myriad-swarming insects 
Who the tender buds devour 
In the earth and on the branches 

with a never-satiate malice, 
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Nipping off the blossom as it widens from the chal- 
ice. 

And I slay the noisome creatures 
Which consume 

And pollute the garden’s freshly scented bloom; 

And every little biter, and every creeping thing 
Perish in destruction at the onset of my wing. 

Listen to the City’s notice, 

specially proclaimed to-day: 
**Sirs, Diagoras^ the Melian 

whosoever of you slay. 
Shall receive, reward, one talent; 

and another we’ll bestow 
If you slay some ancient tyrant, 

dead and buried long ago.” 
We, the Birds, will give a notice, 

we proclaim with right good will, 
“Sirs, Philocrates, Sparrovian, 

whosoever of you kill, 
Shall receive, reward, one talent, 

if alive you bring him, four; 
Him who strings and sells the finches, 

seven an obol, at his store. 
Blows the thrushes out and, rudely, 

to the public gaze exposes. 
Shamefully entreats the blackbirds, 

thrusting feathers up their noses. 
Pigeons too the rascal catches, 

keeps and mews them up with care. 
Makes them labour as decoy-birds, 

tethered underneath a snare.” 
Such the notice we would give you. 

And we wish you all to know, 
Who are keeping birds in cages, 

you had better let them go. 
Else the Birds will surely catch you, 

and yourselves in turn employ. 
Tied and tethered up securely, 

other rascals to decoy. 

O the happy clan of birds 
Clad in feather; 

Needing not a woollen vest in 
Wintry weather; 

Heeding not the warm far-flashing 
Summer ray. 

For within the leafy bosoms 
Of the flowery meads I stay. 

When the Chirruper in ecstasy 

is shrilling forth his tune, 
Maddened with the sunshine, 

and the rapture of the noon. 
And I winter in the caverns’ 

Hollow spaces. 

With the happy Oreads playing; and in Spring 
I crop the virgin flowers of the myrtles white and 
tender, 

Dainties that are fashioned in the gardens of the 
Graces. 


^Diagoras, an atheist, had divulged and reviled the 
Mysteries. 


llOI-lljS 

Now we wish to tell the Judges, 

in a friendly sort of way, 
All the blessings we shall give them 

if we gain the prize to-day. 
Ne’er were made to Alexander 

lovelier promises or grander. 
First, what every Judge amongst you 

most of all desires to win. 

Little Lauriotic owlets 

shall be always flocking in. 
Ye shall find them all about you, 

as the dainty brood increases. 
Building nests within your purses, 

hatching little silver pieces. 
Then as if in stately Temples 

shall your happy lives be spent, 
For the birds^will top your mansions j 

with the Eagle pidiment. 
If you hold some petty office, \ 

if you wish to steal aid pick, 
In your hands we’ll place a falcon, \ 

very keen and small an^quick. 
If a dinner is in question, \ 

crops we’ll send you for digestion . 
But should you the prize deny us, 

you had better all prepare, 
Like the statues in the open, 

little copper disks to wear; 
Else whene’er abroad ye’re walking, 

clad in raiment white and new, 
Angry birds will wreak their vengeance, 

spattering over it and you. 

Enfer peisthetaerus. 

Pe, Dear Birds, our sacrifice is most auspicious. 
But strange it is, no messenger has come 
From the great wall we are budding, with the 
news. 

Hah! here runs one with true Alpheian pantings. 
Enier messenger, panting like an Olympian 
runner. 

Messenger. Where, where, —O where, where, 
where — 

O where, where, where, 
Where, where’s our leader Peisthetaerus? 

Pe. Here. 

Mes, Your building’s built I The wall’s complete! 
Pe. Well done. 

Mes. And a most grand, magnificent work it is. 

So broad, that on its top the Braggadocian 
Proxenides could pass Theagenes 
Each driving in his chariot, drawn by horses 
As bulky as the Trojan. 

Pe. * Heracles! 

Mes. And then its height, I measured that, is just 
Six hundred feet. 

Pe. Poseidon, what a height I 

Who built it up to that enormous size r 
Mes. The birds, none other; no Egyptian, bearing 
The bricks, no mason, carpenter was there; 

Their own hands wrought it, marvellous to see. 
From Libya came some thirty thousand cranes 
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With great foundation-stones they had swallowed 
down; 

And these the corn-crakes fashioned with their 
beaks. 

Ten thousand storks were carrying up the bricks; 
And lapwings helped, and the other water-birds, 

To bring the water up into the air. 

/V. Who bare aloft the mortar for them ? 

Mes, Herons 

In hods. 

Pe. But how did they get the mortar in ? 

Mes, O that was most ingeniously contrived. 

The geese struck down their feet, and slid them 
under, 

Like shovels, and so heaved it on the hods. 

Pe. Then is there anything that feet can’t do ? 

Mes. And then the ducks, with girdles round their 
waists, 

Carried the bricks: and up the swallows flew, 

Like serving-lads, carrying behind them each 
His trowel, and the mortar in their mouths. 

Pe. Then why should men hire hirelings any 
morel 

Well, well, go on; who was it finished off 
The great wall’s woodwork ? 

Mes. Canny Pelicans, 

Excellent workmen, hewing with huge beaks 
Ga te- timber ; and the uproar as they hewed 
Was like an arsenal when ships are building. 

Now every gateway has its gate, fast-barred. 

And watened the whole way round ; and birds are 
pacing 

Their beats, and carrying bells, and everywhere 
The guards are stationed, and the beacons blaze 
On every tower. But 1 must hurry off 
And wash myself. You, manage what remains. 

Exit. 

Ch. O man, what ails you ? Do you feel surprised 
To hear the building has been built so soon } 

Pe. By all the Gods I do ; and well I may. 

In very truth it seems to me like— lies. 

But see! a guard, a messenger from thence 
Is running towards us with a war-dance look! 

Enter a guard. 

Guard. Hallo! Hallo! Hallo! Hallo! Hallo! 

Pe. Why, what’s up now ? 

Gu. A terrible thing has happened. 

One of the Gods, of Zeus’s Gods, has just. 

Giving our jackdaw sentinels the slip, 

Shot through the gates and flown into the air. 

Pe. A dreadful deed ! A wicked scandalous deed I 
Which of the Gods? 

Gu. We know not. Wings he had. 

So much we know. 

Pe. Ye should have sent at once 

The civic guard in hot pursuit. 

Gu. We sent 

The mounted archers, thirty thousand falcons. 

All with their talons curved, in fighting trim. 

Hawk, buzzard, vulture, eagle, eagle-owl. 

Yea, Ether vibrates with the whizz and whirr 
Of beating pinions, as they seek the God. 


Ay, and he’s near methinks; he’s very near; 

He’s somewhere here. 

Pe. A sling, a sling, I say ! 

Arrows and bows! Fall in, my merrymen alll 
Shoot, smite, be resolute. A sling! a sling! 

Ch. War is begun, inexpressive war. 

War is begun twixt the Gods and me! 

Look out, look out, through the cloud-wrapt air 
Which erst the Darkness of Erebus bare. 

Lest a God slip by, and we fail to sec. 

Glance eager-eyed on every side. 

For close at hand the winged sound 1 hear 
Of some Immortal hurtling through the Sky. 

Enter iris. 

Pe. Hoi ! whither away there ? whither away ? 
Stop! stop! 

Stop where you arc! keep quiet ! stay ! remain ! 

Who, what, whence are you ? where do you come 
from? Quick! 

Iris. Whence do I come? From the Olympian 
Gods. 

Pe. Y our name! What is it ? Sloop or Head-dress ? 
Ir. Iris 

The fleet. 

Pe. The Paralus, or the Salaminian ? 

Ir. Why, what’s all this ? 

Pe. Fly up, some buzzard there. 

Fly up, and seize her. 

Ir. Me ! Seize me, do you say ? 

What the plague’s this? 

Pe. Y ou’ll find to your cost, directly 

Ir. Well now, this passes! 

Pe. Answer! By what gates 

Got you within the city wall. Miss Minx ? 

Ir. r faith, I know not, fellow, by what gates. 

Pe. You hear the jade, how she prevaricates! 

Saw you the daw-commanders? What, no answer ? 
Where’s your stork-pass ? 

Ir. My patience, what do you mean ? 

Pe. You never got one ? 

Ir. Have you lost your wits ? 

Pe. Did no bird-captain stick a label on you ? 

Ir. On me? None stuck a label, wretch, on me. 

Pe. So then you thought in this sly stealthy way 
To fly through Chaos and a realm not yours? 

Ir. And by what route, then, ought the Gods to 
fly? 

Pe. r faith, I know not. Only not by this. 

This is a trespass! If you got your rights. 

Of all the Irises that ever were 

You’d be most justly seized and put to death. 

Ir. But I am deathless. 

Pe. All the same for that 

You should have died. A pretty thing, forsooth, 

If, whilst all else obey us, you the Gods 
Run riot, and forget that you in turn 
Must learn to yield obedience to your betters. 

But tell me, where do you navigate your wings? 

Ir. I ? From the Father to mankind I’m flying, 
To bid them on their bullock-slaughtering hearths 
Slay sheep to the Olympian Gods, and steam 
The streets with savour. 
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Pe, What do you say ? What Gods ? 

Ir, What Gods ? To us, the Gods in Heaven, of 
course. 

Pe. (with supreme contempt) What, are you Gods ? 
Ir. What other Gods exist ? 

Pe. Birds are now Gods to men ; and men must 
slay 

Victims to them; and not, by Zeus, to Zeus. 

Ir, O fool, fool, fool ! Stir not the mighty wrath 
Of angry Gods, lest Justice, with the spade 
Of vengeful Zeus, demolish all thy race. 

And fiery vapour, with Licymnian strokes. 
Incinerate thy palace and thyself I 
Pe. Now listen, girl ; have done with that bom- 
bast. 

(Don’t move.) A Lydian or a Phrygian is it, 

You think to terrify with words like those ? 

Look here. If Zeus keep troubling me, I’ll soon 
Incinerate his great Amphion’s domes 
And halls of state with eagles carrying fire. 

And up against him, to high heaven, I’ll send 
More than six hundred stout Porphyrion rails 
All clad in leopard -skins. Yet I remember 
When one Porphyrion gave him toil enough. 

And as for you, his waiting-maid, if you 
Keep troubling me with your outrageous ways. 

I’ll outrage and you’ll be quite surprised 
To find the strength of an old man like me. 

Ir. O shame upon you, wretch, your words and 
you. 

Pe. Now then begone; shoo, shoo! Eurax pa tax! 

Ir. My father won’t stand this; I vow he won’t. 
Pe. Now Zeus-a -mercy, maiden ; fly you off. 
Incinerate some younger man than I. Exit iris. 
Ch. Never again shall the Zeus-born Gods, 

Never again shall they pass this way 1 
Never again through this realm of ours 
Shall men send up to the heavenly Powers 
The savour of beasts which on earth they slay! 


They settle down on laws, as we on lawns. 

And then they brood upon their leaves and leaflets, 
And feed their fill upon a crop of statutes. 

So undisguised their madness, that full oft 
The names of birds are fastened on to men. 

One limping tradesman now is known as “Part 
ridge’’; 

They dub Menippus “Swallow’’; and Opuntius 
“Blind Raven’’; Philocles is “Crested Lark,’’ 
Theagenes is nicknamed “Sheldrake” now; 
Lycurgus “Ibis”; Chaerephon the “Vampire”; 

And Syracosius “Jay”; whilst Meidias there 
Is called the “Quail”; aye and he’s like a quail 
Flipped on the head by some quail-filliper. 

So fond they are of birds that all arc singing 
Songs where a swallow figures in the verse, 

Or goose,' or may-be widgeon, or ring-dovle. 

Or wings, or even the scantiest shred of feather. 

So much from earth. And let me tell you tnis; 
More than ten thousand men will soon be here. 

All wanting wings and taloned modes of lifi. 
Somehow or other you must find them wings. 

Pe. O then, by Zeus, no time for dallying pow; 
Quick, run you in; collect the crates and baskets. 
And fill them all with wings; that done, let Manes 
Bring me them out; whilst I, remaining here. 
Receive the wingless travellers as they come. 

Ch. Very soon “fully-manned” will this City be 
called. 

If men in such numbers invade us. 

Pe. So fortune continue to aid us. 

Ch. O, the love of my City the world has en-. 
thralled I 

Pe. (to manes) Bring quicker the baskets they’re 
packing. 

Ch. For in what is it lacking 
That a man for his home can require ? 

Here is Wisdom, and Wit, and each exquisite 
Grace, 

And here the unruffled, benevolent face 


Pe. Well but that herald whom we sent to men, 
*Tis strange if he should nevermore return. 

Enter herald. 

Herald. O Peisthetaerus, O thou wisest, best. 

Thou wisest, deepest, happiest of mankind. 

Most glorious, most — O give the word I 
Pe. What news? 

He. Accept this golden crown, wherewith all 
peoples 

Crown and revere thee for thy wisdom’s sake! 

Pe. I do. What makes them all revere me so ? 

He. O thou who hast built the ethereal glorious 
city. 

Dost thou not know how men revere thy name. 

And burn with ardour for this realm of thine ? 

Why, till ye built this city in the air. 

All men had gone Laconian-mad; they went 
Long-haired, half-starved, unwashed, Socratified, 
With scy tales in their hands; but O the change! 
They are all bird-mad now, and imitate 
The birds, and joy to do whate’er birds do. 

Soon as they rise from bed at early dawn, 


Of Quiet, and loving Desire. 

Pe. Why, what a lazy loon are you ! 

Come, move a little faster, do. 
Ch. O sec that he brings me a basket of wings. 
Rush out in a whirlwind of passion. 

And wallop him, after this fashion. 

For the rogue is as slow as a donkey to go. 

Pe. No pluck has your Manes, ’tis true. 

Ch. But now ’tis iox you 
The wings in due order to set; 

Both the musical wings, and the wings of the seers. 
And the wings of the sea, that as each one appears. 
The wings that he wants you can get. 

Pe. O, by the kestrels, I can’t keep my hands 
From banging you, you lazy, crazy oaf. 

Enter a sire-striker- 
5/re-5/r%r. (singing) O that I might as an eagle be. 
Flying, flying, flying, flying 
Over the surge of the un tilled sea! 

Pe. Not false, methinks, the talc our envoy told 

For here comes one whose song is all of eagles. 
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5.-5/. Fic on it! 

There’s nothing in this world so sweet as flying; 

Tve quite a passion for these same bird-laws. 

In fact Fm gone bird-mad, and fly, and long 
To dwell with you, and hunger for your laws. 

Pe. Which of our laws ? for birds have many laws. 
5.-5/. All! All! but most of all that jolly law 
Which lets a youngster throttle and beat his father. 
Pe. Aye, if a cockerel beat his father here, 

We do indeed account him quite a — Man. 

5.-5/. That’s why I moved up hither and would 
fain 

Throttle my father and get all he has. 

Pe. But there’s an ancient law among the birds. 
You’ll find it in the tablets of the storks: 

“When the old stork has brought his storklings up. 
And all are fully fledged for flight, then they 
Must in their turn maintain the stork their father.” 
5.-5/. A jollylot of good I’ve gained by coming. 

If now I’ve got to feed my father too! 

Pe. Nay, my poor boy, you came here well- 
disposed. 

And so I’ll rig you like an orphan bird. 

And here’s a new suggestion, not a bad one. 

But what I learnt myself when I was young. 

Don’t beat your father, lad ; but take this wing. 

And grasp this spur of battle in your hand, 

And think this crest a game-cock’s martial comb. 
Now march, keep guard, live on your soldier’s pay, 
And let your father be. If you want fighting. 

Fly off to Thraceward regions, and fight there. 
5.-5/. By Dionysus, I believe you’re right. 

I’ll do it too. 

Pe. You’ll show your sense, by Zeus! 

Exit sire-striker; enter cinesias 
Cinesias. {singing) On the lightest of wings 1 am 
soaring on high. 

Lightly from measure to measure I fly; 

Pe. Bless me, this creature wants a pack of wings! 
a. {singing) And ever the new I am flitting to 
find. 

With timorless body, and timorless mind. 

Pe. We clasp Cinesias, man of linden-wy th. 

Why in the world have you whirled your splay foot 
hither ? 

Ci. {singing) To be a bird, a bird, I long, 

A nightingale of thrilling song. 

Pe. O stop that singing; prithee speak in prose. 
Ci. O give me wings, that I may soar on high, 
And pluck poetic fancies from the clouds. 

Wild as the whirling winds, and driving snows. 

Pe. What, do you pluck your fancies from the 
clouds? 

Ci. Why our whole trade depends upon the 
clouds; 

What arc our noblest dithyrambs but things 
Of air, and mist, and purple-gleaming depths. 

And feathery whirl wings? You shall hear, and 
judge. 

Pe. No, no, I won’t. 

Ci, By Heracles you shall. 

1*11 go through all the air, dear friend, for you. 


(Singing) Shadowy visions of 

Wing-spreading, air-treading, 

Taper-necked birds. 

Pe. Steady, there! 

Ci. {singing) Bounding along on the path to the 
seas. 

Fain would I float on the stream of the breeze. 

Pe. O by the Powers, I’ll slop your streams and 
breezes. 

Ci. {sirtging) First do I stray on a southerly way; 
Then to the northward my body I bear. 

Cutting a harbourlcss furrow of air. 
PEisTHETARRus bcgms to flap him round the stage. 
A nice trick that, a pleasant trick, old man. 

Pe. O you don’t like being feathery- whirl- 
winged, do you ? 

Ci. Thai’s how you treat the Cyclian -chorus- 
trainer 

For whose possession all the tribes compete! 

Pe. Well, will you stop and train a chorus here 
For Leotrophidcs, all flying birds. 

Crake-oppidans ? 

Ci. You’re jeering me, that’s plain. 

But I won’t stop, be sure of that, until 
I get me wings, and peragrate the air. Exit. 

Enter sycophant. 

Sycophant, {singing) Who be these on varied wing, 
birds who have not anything ? 
O tell me, swallow, tell me, tell me true, 

O long-winged bird, O bird of varied hue! 

Pe. Come, it’s no joke, this plague that’s broken 
out; 

Here comes another, warbling like the rest. 

Sy. {singing) Again 1 ask thee, tell me, tell me 
true, 

O long- winged bird, O bird of varied hue! 

Pe. At his own cloak his catch appears to point; 
More than one swallow that requires, Fm thinking. 
Sy. Which is the man that wings the visitors ? 

Pe. He stands before you. What do you please to 
want? 

Sy. Wings, wings I want. You need not ask me 
twice. 

Pe. Is it Pellene that you’re going to fly to ? 

5y. No, no: but Fm a sompnour for the Isles, 
Informer — 

Pe. O the j oily trade you’ve got ! 

Sy. And law-suit-hatcher; so I want the wings 
To scare the cities, serving writs all round. 

Pe. You’ll summon them more cleverly, I 
suppose. 

To the tune of wings ? 

Sy. No, but to dodge the pirates* 

I’ll then come flying homeward with the cranes. 
First swallowing down a lot of suits for ballast. 

Pe. Is this your business ? you, a sturdy youngster. 
Live by informing on the stranger-folk ? 

Sy. What can I do ? I never learnt to dig. 

Pe. O, but by Zeus, there’s many an honest 
calling 

Whence men like you can earn a livelihood, 

By means more suitable than hatching suits. 
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Sy. Come, come, no preaching; wing nu^mg 
me, please. >. . 

S: 

Can you wing men ? 

Pe, 'Undouhtedly. By talk 

All men are winged. 

Sy. All! 

Pe. Have you never heard 

The way the fathers in the barbers* shops 
Talk to the children, saying things like these, 
“Diitrephes has winged my youngster so 
By specious talk, he*s all for chariot-driving.** 
“Aye,** says another, “and that boy of mine 
Flutters his wings at every Tragic Play.** 

Sy. So then by talk they are winged. 

Pe. Exactly so. 

Through talk the mind flutters and soars aloft, 

And all the man takes wing. And so even now 
I wish to turn you, winging you by talk. 

To some more honest trade. 

Sy. But I don't wish. 

Pe. How then ? 

Sy. ril not disgrace my bringing up. 

rll ply the trade my father*s fathers plied. 

So wing me, please, with light quick-darting wings 
Falcon *s or kestrel *s, so 1*11 serve my writs 
Abroad on strangers; then accuse them here; 

Then dart back there again. 

Pe. I understand. 

So when they come, they*ll find the suit decided. 
And payment ordered. 

Sy. Right! you understand. 

Pe. And while they*rc sailing hither you’ll fly 
there. 

And seize their goods for payment. 

Sy. That’s the trick! 

Round like a top 1*11 whizz. 

Pe. I understand. 

A whipping-top; and here by Zeus I’ve got 
Fine Corcyraean wings to set you whizzing. 

Sy. O, it’s a whip! 

Pe. Nay, friend, a pair of wings. 

To set you spinning round and round to-day. 

(Strif^ing him.) 

Sy. 0!0!0!0! 

Pe. Come, wing yourself from hence. 

Wobble away, you most confounded rascal! 
ni make you spin! I’ll law-perverting-trick you! 
Now let us gather up the wings and go. 

Exit PEISTHETAERUS with SYCOPHANT. 

Chorus 

We*ve been flying, we’ve been flying 
Over sea and land, espying 
Many a wonder strange and new. 

First, a tree of monstrous girth. 

Tall and stout, yet nothing worth. 

For *tis rotten through and through: 

It has got no heart, and we 
Heard it called “Cleonymus-tree.” 

In the spring it blooms gigantic, 
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Fig-traducing, sycophant^, 

Yetin filling lea&tjm yiel^ 

Nothing but a fall ot shields. 

Next a spot by darkness skirted, 

Spot, by every light deserted. 

Lone and gloomy, we descried. 

There the human and divine. 

Men with heroes, mix and dine 
Freely, save at even-tide. 

*Tis not safe for mortal men 
To encounter heroes then. 

Then the great Orestes, looming 
Vast and awful through the glooming. 

On their right a stroke delivering. 

Leaves them palsied, stript, and shivering. 

Enter prometheus, concealing his fa<Aprobably 
recalling some scene in the Prometntus Firc- 
bringer of Aeschylus. \ 

Prometheus. O dear! O dear! Pray Heaven ^hat 
Zeus won’t see me ! \ 

Where’s Peisthetaerus? \ 

Enter peisthetaerus. 
Pe. Why, whatever is here ? 

What’s this enwrapment ? 

Pro. See you any God 

Following behind me there ? 

Pe. Not I, by Zeus. 

But who are you? 

Pro. And what’s the time of day ? 

Pe. The time of day ? A little after noon. 
{Shouting) But who are you ? 

Pro. Ox-loosing time, or later? 

Pe. Disgusting idiot I 

Pro. What’s Zeus doing now ? 

The clouds collecting or the clouds dispersing ? 

Pe. Out on you, stupid ! 

Pro. Now then. I’ll unwrap. 

Pe. My dear Prometheus ! 

Pro. Hush! don’t shout like that. 

Pe. Why, what’s up now ? 

Pro. Don’t speak my name so loudly. 

’Twould be my ruin, if Zeus see me here. 

But now I’ll tell you all that’s going on 
Up in the sky, if you’ll just take the umbrella. 

And hold it over, that no God may see me. 

Pe. Ha! Ha! 

The crafty thought! Prometheus-like all over. 

Get under then; maite haste: and speak out freely. 
Pro. Then listen. 

Pe. Speak : I’m listening, never fear. 

Pro. All’s up with Zeus! 

Pe. Good gracious me ! since when ? 

Pro. Since first you built your city in the air. 

For never from that hour does mortal bring 
Burnt-offerings to the Gods, or savoury steam 
Ascend to heaven from flesh of victims slain. 

So now we fast a Thesmophorian fast. 

No altars burning; and the Barbarous Gods 
Half-starved, and gibbering like Illyrians, vow 
That they’ll come marching down on Zeus, unless 
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He gets the marts reopened, and the hits 
Of savory inwards introduced once more. 

Pe. What, are there really other Gods, Bar- 
barians, 

Up above you? 

Au. Barbarians ? Yes; thence comes 

The ancestral God of Execestides. 

Pe. And what's the name of these Barbarian 
Gods? 

Pro. The name ? Triballians. 

Pe. Aye, I understand. 

*Tis from that quarter Tribulation comes. 

Pro. Exactly so. And now I tell you this; 

Envoys will soon be here to treat for peace. 

Sent down by Zeus and those Triballians there. 

But make no peace, mind that, unless king Zeus 
Restores the sceptre to the Birds again, 

And gives yourself Miss Sovereignty to wife. 

Pe. And who's Miss Sovereignty ? 

Pro. The loveliest girl. 

'Tis she who keeps the thunderbolts of Zeus, 

And all his stores— good counsels, happy laws, 

Sound common sense, dockyards, abusive speech. 

All his thrce-obols, and the man who pays them. 

Pe, Then she keeps everything! 

Pro. Of course she does. 

Win her from Zeus, and you'll have everything. 

I hastened here that I might tell you this. 

You know I am always well-disposed to men. 

Pe. Aye, but for you wc could not fry our fish. 

Pro. And I hate every God, you know that, don’t 
you? 

Pe. Yes, hatred of the Gods ; you always felt it. 

Pro. A regular Timon I but 'tis time to go; 

Let’s have the umbrella; then, if Zeus perceives 
me. 

He'll think I’m following the Basket-bearer. 

Pe. Here, take the chair, and act the Chair-girl 
too. 

Exeunt Prometheus and peisthetaerus. 
Chorus 

Next we saw a sight appalling, 

Socrates, unwashed, was calling 
Spirits from the lake below, 

(’Twas on that enchanted ground 
Where the Shadow- feet are found). 

There Peisander came to know 
If the spirit cowards lack 
Socrates could conjure back; 

Then a camel-lamb he slew. 

Like Odysseus, but withdrew, 

Whilst the camel’s blood upon 
Pounced the Vampire, Chacrephon. 

Enter poseidon, heracles, and triballian. 
Poseidon, There, fellow envoys, full in sight, the 
town 

Whereto we are bound, Cloudcuckoobury, stands I 
{To the triballian) 

You, what are you at, wearing your cloak left- 
sided? 

Shift it round rightly; so. My goodness, you're 
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A born ^ispodiasl O Democracy, 

What will you bring us to at last, I wonder, 

If voting Gods elect a clown like ihisi 
Triball ian. Hands off there, will yer? 

Eos. Hang you, you’re by fiir 

The uncouthest God I ever came across. 

Now, Heracles, what’s to be done? 

Heracles. You have heard 

What I propose; I’d throttle the man off-hand. 
Whoever he is, that dares blockade the Gods. 

Pos. My dear good fellow, you forget we arc sent 
To treat for peace. 

Her, rd throttle him all the more. 

Re enter pefsthetaerus. 
Pe. {to sewants) Hand me the grater; bring the sil- 
phium, you; 

Now then, the cheese; blow up the fire a little. 

Pos. We three, immortal Gods, with words of grcct- 
ing 

Salute the Man! 

Pc’- I'm grating silphium now. 

Her. What’s this the flesh of? 

Pe. Birds! Birds tried and sentenced 

For rising up against the popular party 
Amongst the birds. 

Her. Then you grate silphium, do you. 

Over them first ? 

Pe. O welcome, Heracles! 

What brings you hither ? 

Pos. Wc are envoys, sent 

Down by the Gods to settle terms of peace. 

Servant. There’s no more oil remaining in the flask. 
Her. O dear! and bird’s-flesh should be rich and 
glistering, 

Pos. Wc Gods gain nothing by the war; and you. 
Think what ye’ll get by being friends with us; 
Rain-water in the pools, and halcyon days 
Shall be your perquisites the whole year through. 
We’ve ample powers to settle on these terms. 

Pe. It was not wc who ever wished for war, 

And now, if even now ye come prepared 
With fair proposals, ye will find us ready 
To treat for peace. What I call fair is this; 

Let Zeus restore the sceptre to the birds. 

And all make friends. If ye accept this offer, 

I ask the envoys in to share our banquet. 

Her. I’m altogether satisfied, and vote — 

Pos. {interrupting) 

What, wretch? A fool and glutton, that’s what you 
are! 

What! would you rob your father of his kingdom? 
Pe. Aye, say you so ? Why, ye’ll be mightier far. 
Ye Gods above, if Birds bear rule below. 

Now men go skulking underneath the clouds. 

And swear false oaths, and call the Gods to witness. 
But when ye’ve got the Birds for your allies, 

If a man swear by the Raven and by Zeus, 

The Raven will come by, and unawares 
Fly up, and swoop, and peck the perjurer’s eye out. 
Pos. Now by Poseidon there’s some sense in that. 
Her. And so say I. 

Pe. {to triballian) And you? 
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Tr. Persuasilree. 

Pe, You sec? he quite assents. And now I’ll give 
you 

Another instance of the good ye’ll gain. 

If a man vow a victim to a God, 

And then would shuffle off with cunning words, 

Saying, in greedy lust, “The Gods wait long,” 

This too we’ll make him pay you. 

Pos, Tell me how ? 

Pe. Why, when that man is counting out his money. 

Or sitting in his bath, a kite shall pounce 
Down unawares, and carry off the price 
Of two fat lambs, and bear it to the God. 

Her. I say again, I vote we give the sceptre 
Back to the Birds. 

Pos. Ask the Triballian next. 

Her. You there, do you want a drubbing ? 

Tr. Hid ey thine 

I’se stickybea turns. 

Her. There! he’s all for me. 

Pos. Well then, if so you wish it, so we’ll have it. 

Her. {to PEisTHETAERus) Hi! we accept your terms 
about the sceptre. 

Pe. By Zeus, there’s one thing more I’ve just re- 
membered. 

Zeus may retain his Hera, if he will, 

But the young girl. Miss Sovereignty, he must 
Give me to wife. 

Pos. This looks not like a treaty. 

Let us be journeying homewards. 

Pe. As you will. 

Now, cook, be sure you make the gravy rich. 

Her. Why, man alive, Poseidon, where are you off 
to? 

What, are we going to fight about one woman ? 

Pos. What shall we do ? 

Her. Do ? Come to terms at once. 

Pos. You oaf, he’s gulling you, and you can’t see it. 
Well, it’s yourself you are ruining. If Zeus 
Restore the kingdom to the Birds, and die. 

You’ll be a pauper. You are the one to get 
Whatever money Zeus may leave behind him. 

Pe. O ! O ! the way he’s trying to cozen you I 
Hist, step aside, I want to whisper something. 

Your uncle’s fooling you, poor dupe. By law 
No shred of all your father’s money falls 
To you. Why, you’re a bastard, you’re not heir. 

Her. Eh ! What ? A bastard ? I ? 

Pe. Of course you arc. 

Your mother was an alien. Bless the fool. 

How did you think Athene could be “Heiress,” 

(Being a girl), if she had lawful brethren ? 

Her. Well, but suppose my father leaves me all 
As bastard’s heritage ? 

Pe. The law won’t let him. 

Poseidon here, who now excites you on. 

Will be the first to claim the money then. 

As lawful brother, and your father’s heir. 

Why here. I’ll read you Solon’s law about it. 

“A rastard is to have no right of inheritance, if there 
be lawful children. And if there be no lawful chil- 
dren, the goods are to fall to the next of kin.” 
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Her. What! none of all my father’s goods to fiill 
Tome? 

Pe. No, not one farthing! tell me this, 

Has he enrolled you ever in the guild ? 

Her. He never has. I’ve often wondered why. 

Pe. Come, don’t look up assault-and-battery-wise. 
Join us, my boy; I’ll make you autocrat. 

And feed you all your days on pigeon’s milk. 

Her. I’m quite convinced you’re right about the 
girl: 

I said Restore her; and I say so now. 

Pe. {to poseidon) And what say you? 

Pos. I vote the other way. 

Pe. All rests with this Triballian. What say you ? 
Tr. Me gulna charmi grati Sovranau 
Birdito stori. , 

Her. ’ ^ 'There! he said Restore her. ( 

Pos. O no by Zeus, he never said Restore her; 

He said to migrate as the swallows do. \ 

Her. O then he said Restore her to the swallows. 
Pos. You two conclude, and settle terms o£ peace. 
Since you both vote it, I will say no more. \ 

Her. {to peisthetaerus) We’re quite prepijired to 
give you all you ask. 

So come along, come up to heaven yourself. 

And take Miss Sovereignty and all that’s there. 

Pe. So then these birds were slaughtered just in 
time 

To grace our wedding banquet. 

Her. Would you like me 

To stay, and roast the meat, while you three go ? 
Pos. To roast the meat I To taste the meat, you.mean. 
Come along, do. 

Her. I’d have enjoyed it though. 

Pe. Ho there within ! bring out a wedding robe. 
Exeunt peisthetaerus, poseidon, triballian, 

and HERACLES. 

Ch. In the fields of Litigation, 

Near the Water-clock, a nation 
With its tongue its belly fills; 

With its tongue it sows and reaps, 

Gathers grapes and figs in heaps. 

With its tongue the soil it tills. 

For a Barbarous tribe it passes. 

Philips all and Gorgiases. 

And from this tongue- bellying band 
Everywhere on Attic land. 

People who a victim slay 
Always cut the tongue away. 

ErUer messenger. 
Messenger. O all-successful, more than tongue can 
tcU! 

O ye, thrice blessed winged race of birds. 

Welcome your King returning to his halls! 

He comes; no Star has ever gleamed so fair. 
Sparkling refulgent in its gold-rayed home. 

The full far-flashing splendour of the Sun 
Ne’er shone so gloriously as he, who comes 
Bringing a bride too beautiful for words. 

Wielding the wing^jd thunderbolt of Zeus. 

Up to Heaven’s highest vault, sweet sight, ascends 
Fragrance ineffable; while gentlest airs 
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The fume of incense scatter far and wide. 

He comes; he is here! Now let the heavenly Muse 
Open her lips with pure auspicious strains. 

Enter peisthetaerus and miss sovereignty. 

Chorus 

Back with you! out with you! 

off with you! up with you! 

Flying around 

Welcome the Blessed with blessedness crowned. 

O! O! for the youth and the beauty, O! 

Well hast thou wed for the town of the Birds. 

Great are the blessings, and mighty, and wonderful. 
Which through his favour our nation possesses. 
Welcome them back, both himself and Miss Sov- 
ereignty, 

Welcome with nuptial and bridal addresses. 

Mid just such a song hymenaean 
Aforetime the Destinies led 
The King of the thrones empyrean, 

The Ruler of Gods, to the bed 
Of Hera his beautiful bride. 

Hymen, O Hymenaeus! 

And Love, with his pinions of gold. 

Came driving, all blooming and spruce, 

As groomsman and squire to behold 
The wedding of Hera and Zeus, 

Of Zeus and his beautiful bride. 

Hymen, O Hymenaeus! 

Hymen, O Hymenaeus! 
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Pe, I delight in your hymns, I delight in your songs; 
Your words I admire. 

Ch. Now sing of the trophies he brings us from 
Heaven, 

The earth-crashing thunders, deadly and dire, 

And the lightning’s angry Hashes of fire. 

And the dread white bolt of the levin. 

Blaze of the lightning, so terribly beautiful. 

Golden and grand! 

Fire-flashing javelin, glittering ever in 

Zeus’s right hand! 

Earth-crashing thunder, the hoarsely resounding, the 
Bringcr of showers! 

He is your Master, *tis he that is shaking the 

Earth with your powers! 
All that was Zeus’s of old 
Now is our hero’s alone; 

Sovereignty, fair to behold, 

Partner of Zeus on his throne. 

Now is forever his own. 

Hymen, O Hymenaeus! 

Pe. Now follow on, dear feathered tribes, 

To see us wed, to see us wed ; 

Mount up to Zeus’s golden floor, 

And nuptial bed, and nuptial bed. 

And O, my darling, reach thine hand. 

And take my wing and dance with me. 

And I will lightly bear thee up, 

And carry thee, and carry thee. 

Ch. Raise the joyous Paean-cry, 

Raise the song of Victory, 
lo Paean, alalalae, 

Mightiest of the Powers, to thee! 
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THE FROGS 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Xanthias, servant of Dionysus 

Dionysus 

Heracles 

A Corpse 

Charon 

Aeacus 

A Maid-Servant of Persephone 


Hostess, k^per of cook-shop 

Plathane, her partner 

Euripides 

Aeschylus 

Pluto 

Chorus of Frogs 
Chorus of Blessed Mystics 


The scene shows the house of heracles in the 
baci{ffround. There enter two travellers: diony- 
sus on fooU in his customary yellow robe and 
busbjns but also with the club and lion's skin of 
Heracles^ and his servant xanthias on a don- 
key, carrying the luggage on a pole over his 
shoulder, 

Xanthias, Shall I crack any of those old jokes, 
master, 

At which the audience never fail to laugh ? 

Dionysus, Aye, what you will, except “Fm getting 
crushed”: 

Fight shy of that; Fm sick of that already. 

Xa, Nothing else smart ? 

Di, Aye, save *‘my shoulder’s aching.” 

Xa, Come now, that comical joke ? 

Di, With all my heart. 

Only be careful not to shift your pole, 

And- 

Xa. What? 

Di, And vow that you’ve a belly-ache . 

Xa, May I not say Fm overburdened so 
That if none ease me, I must ease myself? 

Di, For mercy’s sake, not till Fm going to vomit. 
Xa, What I must I bear these burdens, and not make 
One of the jokes Ameipsias and Lycis 
And Phrynichus, in every play they write. 

Put in the mout^ of all their burden-bearers ? 

Di, Don’t make them; no! I tell you when I see 
Their plays, and hear those jokes, I come away 
More than a twelvemonth older than 1 went. 

Xa, O thrice unlucky neck of mine, which now 
Is getting crushed, yet must not crack its jokel 
Di, Now is not this fine pampered insolence 
When I myself, Dionysus, son of— Pipkin, 

Toil on afoot, and let this fellow ride. 

Taking no trouble, and no burden bearing ? 

Xa, What, don’t 1 bear ? 

Di. How can you when you’re riding ? 

Xa. Why, I bear these. 

Di, How? 

Xa. Most unwillingly. 

Du Does not the donkey bear the load you’re 
botring? 


Xa, Not what I bear myself; by Zeus, not ne. 

Di, How can you bear, when you are borni 
yourself? A 

Xa, Don’t know : but anyhow my shoulder' s^hing, 
Di, Then since you say the donkey helps yo\i not. 
You lift him up and carry him in turn. \ 

Xa, O hang it all! why didn’t I fight at sea ? \ 

You should have smarted bitterly for this. 

Di, Get down, you rascal; I’ve been trudging on 
Till now I’ve reached the portal, where Fm going 
First to turn in. Boy! Boy! I say there, Boy! 

HERACLES from house, 

Heracles, Who banged the door ? How like a 
prancing Centaur 

He drove against it! Mercy o’ me, what’s this? 

Di, Boy. 

Xa. Yes. 

Di. Did you observe ? 

Xa. What? 

Di. How alarmed 


He is. 

Xa. Aye truly, lest you’ve lost your wits. 

He, O by Dcmeter, I can’t choose but laugh. 
Biting my lips won’t stop me. Ha! ha! ha! 

Di, Pray you, come hither, I have need of you. 
He, I vow I can’t help laughing, I can’t help it. 

A lion’s hide upon a yellow silk, 

A club and buskin I What’s it all about ? 

Where were you going ? 

Di, I was serving lately 

Aboard the— Clcisthenes. 

He, And fought ? 

Di. _ And sank 

More than a dozen of the enemy’s ships. 

He. You two? 

Di. We two. 

He. And then I awoke, and lo! 

Di. There as, on deck, Fm reading to myself 
The Andromeda, a sudden pang of longing 
Shoots through my heart, you can’t conceive how 
keenly. 

He. How big a pang? 

Di. A small one. Melon’s size. 

He, Caused by a woman? 

Di. No. 
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He* A boy? 

Di* No, no. 

He, A man? 

Di. Ah! ah! 

He, Wa3 it for CIcisthencs ? 

Di. Don’t mock me, brother: on my life I am 
In a bad way: such fierce desire consumes me. 

He, Aye, little brother ? how ? 

Di. I can’t describe it. 

But yet I’ll tell you in a riddling way. 

Have you e’er felt a sudden lust for soup ? 

He. Soup! Zeus-a-mercy, yes, ten thousand times. 

Di. Is the thing clear, or must I speak again ? 

He. Not of the soup: I’m clear about the soup. 

Di. Well, j ust that sort of pang devours my heart 
For lost Euripides. 

He. A dead man too. 

Di. And no one shall persuade me not to go 
After the man. 

He. Do you mean below, to Hades ? 

Di. And lower still, if there’s a lower still. 

He. What on earth for? 

Di. I want a genuine poet, 

“For some are not, and those that are, are bad.*’ 

He. What I does not lophon live ? 

Di. Well, he’s the sole 

Good thing remaining, if even he is good. 

For even of that I’m not exactly certain. 

He. If go you must, there’s Sophocles— he comes 
Before Euripides— why not take him ? 

Di. Not till I’ve tried if lophon’s coin rings true 
When he’s alone, apart from Sophocles. 

Besides, Euripides, the crafty rogue. 

Will find a thousand shifts to get away. 

But he was easy here, is easy there. 

He. But Agathon, where is he ? 

Di. He has gone and left us. 

A genial poet, by his friends much missed. 

He. Gone where? 

Di. To join the blessed in their banquets. 

He. But what of Xenocles? 

Di. O he be hanged! 

He. Pythangelus? 

Xa. But never a word of me. 

Not though my shoulder’s chafed so terribly. 

He. But have you not a shoal of little songsters. 
Tragedians by the myriad, who can chatter 
A furlong faster than Euripides ? 

Di. Those be mere vintage-leavings, jabberers, 
choirs 

Of swallow-broods, degraders of their art. 

Who get one chorus, and are seen no more. 

The Muses* love once gained. But O, my friend. 

Search where you will, you’ll never find a true 
Creative genius, uttering startling things. 

He. Creative ? how do you mean ? 

Di, I mean a man 

Who’ll dare some novel venturesome conceit, 

|*Air, Zeus’s chamber,’’ or “Time’s foot,’’ or this, 
“Twas not my mind that swore: my tongue com- 
mitted 

A little perjury on its own account.” 
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He. You like that style? 

Hi. Like it? I dote upon it. 

He. I vow its ribald nonsense, and you know it. 

Di. “Rule not my mind**: you’ve got a house to 
mind. 

He. Really and truly though *tis paltry stutf. 

Di. Teach me to dine! 

Xa. But never a word of me. 

Di. But tell me truly— ’twas for this I came 
Dressed up to mimic you— what friends received 
And entertained you when you went below 
To bring back Cerberus, in case I need them. 

And tell me too the havens, fountains, shops. 

Roads, resting-places, stews, refreshment-rooms. 
Towns, lodgings, hostesses, with whom were found 
The fewest bugs. 

Xa. But never a word of me. 

He. You arc really game to go ? 

Di. O drop that, can’t you ? 

And tell me this: of all the roads you know 
Which is the quickest way to get to Hades? 

I want one not too warm, nor yet too cold. 

He. Which shall I tell you first ? which shall it be? 
There’s one by rope and bench: you launch away 
And— hang yourself. 

Di. No thank you : that’s too stifling. 

He. Then there’s a track, a short and beaten cut, 

By pestle and mortar. 

Di. Hemlock, do you mean ? 

He. Just so. 

Di. No, that’s too deathly cold a way ; 

You have hardly started ere your shins get numbed. 
He. Well, would you like a steep and swift 
descent ? 

Di. Aye, that’s the style: my walking powers arc 
small. 

He. Go down to the Ceramcicus. 

Di. And do what ? 

He. Climb to the tower’s top pinnacle— 

Di. And then ? 

He. Observe the torch-race started, and when ail 
The multitude is shouting “Let them go,” 

Let yourself go. 

Di. Go! whither? 

He. To the ground. 

Di. And lose, forsooth, two envelopes of brain. 

I’ll not try that. 

He. Which will you try ? 

Di. The way 

You went yourself. 

He. A parlous voyage that, 

For first you’ll come to an enormous lake 
Of fathomless depth. 

Di. And how am I to cross ? 

He. An ancient mariner will row you over 
In a wee boat, so big. The fare’s two obols. 

Di. Ficl The power two obols have, the whole 
world through! 

How came they thither! 

He. Theseus took them down. 

And next you’ll sec great snakes and savage monsters 
In tens of thousands. 
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Du 

I*m going to go. 

He, Then weltering seas of filth 

And ever-rippling dung: and plunged therein, 
Whoso has wronged the stranger here on earth. 

Or robbed his boylove of the promised pay. 

Or swinged his mother, or profanely smitten 
His father’s cheek, or sworn an oath forsworn. 

Or copied out a speech of Morsimus. 

Di, There too, perdie, should he be plunged, 
whoe’er 

Has danced the sword-dance of Cinesias. 

He, And next the breath of flutes will float 
around you, 

And glorious sunshine, such as ours, you’ll see. 

And myrtle groves, and happy bands who clap 
Their hands in triumph, men and women too. 

Di, And who are they ? 

He, The happy mystic bands, 

Xa, And I’m the donkey in the mystery show. 

But I’ll not stand it, not one instant longer. 

He, Who’ll tell you everything you want to know. 
You’ll find them dwelling close beside the road 
You are going to travel, just at Pluto’s gate. 

And fare thee well, my brother. 

Di, And to you 

Good cheer. (Exit heracles.) Now sirrah, pick you 
up the traps. 

Xa, Before I’ve put them down ? 

Di, And quickly too. 

Xa, No, prithee, no: but hire a body, one 
They’re carrying out, on purpose for the trip. 

Di, If I can’t find one? 

Xa, Then I’ll take them. 

Di, Good. 

And seel they are carrying out a body now. 

Here a corpse, wrapped in its grave-clotheSf and 
lying on a bier^ is carried across the stage. 

Hallo! you there, you dcadman, are you willing 
To carry down our little traps to Hades? 

Corpse, What are they? 

Di, These. 

Co, Two drachmas for the job ? 

Di, Nay, that’s too much. 

Co, Out of the pathway, you! 

Di, Beshrew thee, stop: may-be we’ll strike a bar- 
gain. 

Co, Pay me two drachmas, or it’s no use talking. 
Di, One and a half. 

Co, I’d liefer live again ! 

Xa, How absolute the knave is! He be hanged! 

I’ll go myself. 

Di, You’re the right sort, my man. 

Now to the ferry. 

Enter charon. 

Charon, Yoh, up! lay her to. 

Xa, Whatever’sthat? 

Di, Why, that’s the lake, by Zeus, 

Whereof he spake, and yon’s the ferry-boat. 

Xa, Poseidon, yes, and that old fellow’s Charon. 
Di, Charon! O welcome, Charon! welcome, Char- 
on! 
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Ch, Who’s for the Rest from every pain and ill ? 
Who’s for the Lethe’s plain? the Donkey-shearings? 
Who’s for Cerberia ? Taenarum ? or the Ravens ? 

Di, I. 

Ch, Hurry in. 

Di, But where are you going really ? 

In truth to the Ravens? 

Ch, Aye, for your behoof. 

Step in. 

Di, (to XANTHiAs) Now, lad. 

Ch, A slave ? I take no slave. 

Unless he has fought for his bodyrights at sea. 

Xa, I couldn’t go. I’d got the eye-disease. 

Ch, Then fetch a circuit round about the lake. 

Xa, Where must I wait ? 

Ch. . Beside the Withering stone. 

Hard by the Rest. 1 

Di, You understand? \ 

Xa. Too well. 

O, what ill omen crossed me as I started ! \ Exit. 

Ch, (to Dionysus) Sit to the oar. (calling Who 
else for the boat ? Be quick. \ 

(to DioNYsus) Hi ! what are you doing ? \ 

Di. What am I doing ? Sitting 

On to the oar. You told me to, yourself. 

Ch. Now sit you there, you little Potgut. 

Di. So? 

Ch. Now stretch your arms full length before 
you. 

Di. So? 

Ch, Come, don’t keep fooling; plant your feet, 
and now 
Pull with a will. 

Di. Why, how am I to pull ? 

I’m not an oarsman, seaman, Salaminian. 

I can’t. 

Ch, You can. Just dip your oar in once. 

You’ll hear the loveliest timing songs. 

Di, What from? 

Ch. Frog-swans, most wonderful. 

Di. Then give the word. 

Ch, Heave ahoy! heave ahoy! 

Frogs, (off stage) Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax, 
Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax! 

We children of the fountain and the lake 
Let us wake 

Our full choir-shout, as the flutes are ringing out. 
Our symphony of clear- voiced song. 

The song we used to love in the Marshland up 
above. 

In praise of Dionysus to produce. 

Of Nysaean Dionysus, son of Zeus, 

When the revel-tipsy throng, all crapulous and 
gay, 

To our precinct reeled along on the holy Pitcher 
day, 

Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

Di, O, dear! O, dear! now I declare 
I’ve got a bump upon my rump, 

Fr. Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

Di, But you, perchance, don’t care. 

Fr. Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 
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Di. Hang you, and your ko>axing too! 

There’s nothing but ko-ax with you. 

Fr. That is right, Mr. Busybody, right! 

For the Muses of the lyre love us well; 

And hornfoot Pan who plays 

on the pipe his jocund lays; 

And Apollo, Harper bright, 

in our Chorus takes delight; 

For the strong reed’s sake 

which I grow within my lake 
To be girdled in his lyre’s deep shell. 

Brekekekex, ko^ax, ko-ax. 

Di. My hands are blistered very sore; 

My stern below is sweltering so, 

’Twill soon, I know, upturn and roar 
Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

O tuneful race, O pray give o’er, 

0 sing no more. 

Fr. Ah, no! ah, no! 

Loud and louder our chant must flow. 

Sing if ever ye sang of yore. 

When in sunny and glorious days 
Through the rushes and marsh-flags springing 
On we swept, in the joy of singing 
Myriad-diving roundelays. 

Or when fleeing the storm, we went 
Down to the depths, and our choral song 
Wildly raised to a loud and long 
Bubble-bursting accompaniment. 

Fr. and Di. Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

Di. This timing song I take from you, 

Fr, That’s a dreadful thing to do. 

Di. Much more dreadful, if I row 
Till I burst myself, I trow. 

Fr, andDi. Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

Di. Go, hang yourselves; for what care I ? 

Fr. All the same we’ll shout and cry. 

Stretching all our throats with song. 

Shouting, crying, all day long, 

Fr. and Di. Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

Di. In this you’ll never, never win. 

Fr. This you shall not beat us in. 

Di. No, nor ye prevail o’er me. 

Never! never! I’ll my song 
Shout, if need be, all day long. 

Until I’ve learned to master your ko-ax. 

Brekekekex, ko-ax, ko-ax. 

1 thought I’d put a stop to your ko-ax. 

Ch. Stop! Easy! Take the oar and push her to. 

Now pay your fare and go. 

Di, Here * tis : two obols. 

Xanthias! where’s Xanthias? Is it Xanthias there? 

Xa. {off stage) Hoi, hoi I 
Di. Come hither. 

Xa. {entering) Glad to meet you, master. 

Di. What have you there ? 

Xa. Nothing but filth and darkness. 

Di. But tell me, did you see the parricides 
And perjured folk he mentioned ? 

Xa. Didn’t you? 

Di. Poseidon, yes. Why look! {pointing to the au- 
dience) I sec them now, 
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What’s the next step? 

Xa. We’d best be moving on. 

This is the spot where Heracles declared 
Those savage monsters dwell. 

^i* O hang the fellow. 

That’s all his blufif: he thought to scare me off. 

The jealous dog, knowing my plucky ways. 

There’s no such swaggerer lives as Heracles. 

Why, rd like nothing better than to achieve 
Some bold adventure, worthy of our trip. 

Xa. I know you would. Hallo! I hear a noise. 

Di. Where? what? 

Xa. Behind us, there. 

^i» Get you behind. 

Xa. No, it’s in front. 

Di. Get you in front directly, 

Xa. And now I sec the most ferocious monster. 

Di. O, what’s it like? 

Xa. Like everything by turns. 

Now it’s a bull: now it’s a mule: and now 
The loveliest girl. 

Di. O, where ? I’ll go and meet her. 

Xa. It’s ceased to be a girl : it’s a dog now. 

Di. ItisEmpusa! 

Xa. Well, its face is all 

Ablaze with fire. 

Di. Has it a copper leg ? 

Xa. A copper leg ? yes, one; and one of cow dung. 
Di. O, whither shall I flee ? 

Xa. O, whither I ? 

Di. My priest, protect me, and we’ll sup together. 
Xa. King Heracles, wc’rc done for. 

Di. O, forbear. 

Good fellow, call me anything but that. 

Xa. Well then, Dionysus. 

Di. O, that’s worse again, 

Xa. {to the spectre) Aye, go thy way. O master, 

here, come here. 

Di. O, what’s up now ? 

Xa. Take courage; all’s serene. 

And, like Hegelochus, we now may say 
“Out of the storm there comes a new fine wether.” 
Empusa’s gone. 

Di. Swear it. 

Xa. By Zeus she is. 

Di. Swear it again. 

Xa. By Zeus. 

Di. Again. 

Xa. By Zeus. 

O dear, O dear, how pale I grew to see her. 

But hcy from fright has yellowed me all over. 

Di. Ah me, whence fall these evils on my head ? 
Who is the god to blame for my destruction ? 

Air, Zeus’s chamber, or the Foot of Time? 

{A flute is played behind the scenes.) 

Hist! 

Xa. What’s the matter ? 

Di. Didn’t you hear it ? 

Xa. What? 

Di. The breath of flutes. 

Xa. Aye, and a whiff of torches 

Breathed o’er me too; a very mystic whiff. 
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D$, Then crouch we down, and mark what*s going 
on. 

Chorus, (in the distance) 

O lacchusl O lacchusi O lacchus! 

Xa, I have it, master: *tis those blessed Mystics, 

Of whom he told us, sporting hereabouts. 

They singjthe lacchus which Diagoras made. \ 

Di, I think so too: we had better both keep 
quiet 

And so find out exactly what it is. / 

Enter chorus, who had chanted the songs of the 
FROGS, as initiates. 

Chorus 

O lacchusl power excelling, 

here in stately temples dwelling. 
O lacchus! O lacchus! 

Come to tread this verdant level, 

Come to dance in mystic revel. 

Come whilst round thy forehead hurtles 
Many a wreath of fruitful myrtles, 

' - Come with wild and saucy paces 
Mingling in our joyous dance, 

Pure and holy, which embraces 

all the charms of all the Graces, 
When the mystic choirs advance. 

Xa, Holy and sacred queen, Demeter’s daughter, 
O, what a jolly whiff of pork breathed o’er me! 

Di, Hist! and perchance you’ll get some tripe 
yourself. 

Chorus 

Come, arise, from sleep awaking, 

come the fiery torches shaking, 
O lacchus! O lacchus! 

Morning Star that shinest nightly. 

Lo, the mead is blazing brightly. 

Age forgets its years and sadness, 

Ag^d knees curvet for gladness, 

Lift thy flashing torches o’er us. 

Marshal all thy blameless train. 

Lead, O lead the way before us; 

lead the lovely youthful Chorus 
To the marshy flowery plain. 

All evil thoughts and profane be still : 

far hence, far hence from our choirs depart. 
Who knows not well what the Mystics tell, 

or is not holy and pure of heart; 
Who ne’er has the noble revelry learned, 

or danced the dance of the Muses high; 
Or shared in the Bacchic rites which old 

bull-eating Cratinus’s words supply; 
Who vulgar coarse buffoonery loves, 

though all unti mely the j ests they make ; 
Or lives not easy and kind with all, 

or kindling faction forbears to slake. 
But fans the fire, from a b^e desire 

some pitiful gain for himself to reap; 
Or takes, in office, his gifts and bribes, 

while the city is tossed on the stormy deep; 


Who fort or fleet to the foe betrays; 

or, a vile Thorycion, ships away 
Forbidden stores from Aegina’s shores, 

to Epidaurus across the Bay 
Transmitting oar-pads and sails and tar, 

that curst collector of five per cents; 
The knave who tries to procure supplies 

for the use of the enemy’s armaments; 
The Cyclian singer who dares befoul 

the Lady Hecate’s wayside shrine; 
The public speaker who once lampooned 

in our Bacchic feasts would, with heart malign. 
Keep nibbling away the Comedians* pay • 

to these I utter my warning cry, 
I charge them once, I charge them twice, 

I charge them thrice, that they draw not nigh 
To the sacred dance of the Mystic choir. 

But ye, my comrades, awake the song. 
The night-long revels of joy and mirth \ 

which ever of right to our feast belong. 

Advance, true hearts, advance! 

On to the gladsome bowers. 

On to the sward, with flowers 
Embosomed bright! 

March on with jest, and jeer, and dance, 

Full well ye’ve supped to-night. 

March, chanting loud your lays. 

Your hearts and voices raising. 

The Saviour goddess praising 
Who vows she’ll still 
Our city save to endless days, 

Whate’er Thorycion *s will. 

Break off the measure, and change the time; 

and now with chanting and hymns adorn 
Demeter, goddess mighty and high, 

the harvest-queen, the giver of corn. 

O Lady, over our rites presiding. 

Preserve and succour thy choral throng. 

And grant us all, in thy help confiding. 

To dance and revel the whole day long; 

And much in earnest, and much in jest. 

Worthy thy feast, may we speak therein. 

And when we have bantered and laughed our best. 
The victor’s wreath be it ours to win. 

Call we now the youthful god, 

call him hither without delay, 
Him who travels amongst his chorus, 

dancing along on the Sacred Way. 

O, come with the joy of thy festival song, 

O, come to the goddess, O, mix with our throng 
Untired, though the journey be never so long. 

O Lord of the frolic and dance, 
lacchus, beside me advance! 

For fun, and for cheapness, our dress thou hast 
rent. 

Through thee we may dance to the topof our bent, 
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Reviling, and ieering, and none will resent. 

O Ix)rd of the frolic and dance, 
lacchus, beside me advance I 
A sweet pretty girl I observed in the show. 

Her robe had been torn in the scuffle, and lo, 

There peeped through the tatters a bosom of 
snow. 

O Lord of the frolic and dance, 
lacchus, beside me advance! 

Di. Wouldn’t I like to follow on, and try 
A little sport and dancing ? 

Xa, Wouldn’t I ? 

Cho, Shall we all a merry joke 
At Archedemus poke. 

Who has not cut his guildsmen yet, though seven 
years old; 

Yet up among the dead 
He is demagogue and head, 

And contrives the topmost place of the rascaldom 
to hold ? 

And Cleisthenes, they say, 

Is among the tombs all day, 

Bewailing for his lover with a lamentable whine. 

And Callias, I’m told, 

Has become a sailor bold, 

And casts a lion’s hide o’er his members feminine. 

Di. Can any of you tell 

Where Pluto here may dwell. 

For we, sirs, are two strangers who were never here 
before? 

jCAo. O, then no further stray, 

Nor again inquire the way, 

For know that ye have journeyed to his very en- 
trance-door. ) 

Di. Take up the wraps, my lad. 

Xa. Now is not this too bad ? 

Like “Zeus’s Corinth,’’ he “the wraps’’ keeps say- 
ing o’er and o’er. 

Chorus 

Now wheel your sacred dances through the glade 
with flowers bedight. 

All ye who are partakers of the holy festal rite; 

And I will with the women and the holy maidens go 
Where they keep the nightly vigil, an auspicious 
light to show. 

Now haste we to the roses. 

And the meadows full of posies, 

Now haste we to the meadows 
In our own old way. 

In choral dances blending, 

In dances never ending. 

Which only for the holy 
The Destinies array. 

O, happy mystic chorus. 

The blessed sunshine o’er us 
On us alone is smiling, 

In its soft sweet light: 

On us who strove forever 
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With holy, pure endeavour. 

Alike by friend and stranger 
To guide our steps aright. 

Di. What’s the right way to knock ? I wonder how 
The natives here are wont to knock at doors. 

Xa. No dawdling: taste the door. You’ve got, re- 
member, 

The lion-hide and pride of Heracles. 

Di. {flocking) Boy! boy! 

The door opens, abacus appears, 
Aeacus. Who’s there ? 

Di. I, Heracles tlie stro^ ! 

Ae. O, you most shameless desperate rufnan, you! 
O, villain, villain, arrant vilest villain! 

Who seized our Cerberus by the throat, and fled. 

And ran, and rushed, and bolted, haling off 
The dog, my charge! But now I’ve got thee fast. 

So close the Styx’s inky-hearted rock. 

The blood-bedabbled peak of Acheron 
Shall hem thee in : the hell-hounds of Cocytus 
Prowl round thee; whilst the hundred-headed Asp 
Shall rive thy heart-strings: the Tartesian Lamprey 
Prey on thy lungs: and those Tithrasian Gorgons 
Mangle and tear thy kidneys, mauling them,' 

Entrails and all, into one bloody mash. 

I’ll speed a running foot to fetch them hither. 

Exit ABACUS. 

Xa. Hallo! what now? 

Di. I’ve done it : call the god. 

Xa. Get up, you laughing-stock; get up directly. 
Before you’re seen. 

Di. What, I get up ? I’m fainting. 

Please dab a sponge of water on my heart. 

Xa. Here! Dab it on. 

Di. Where is it ? 

Xa. Ye golden gods, 

Lies your heart there ? 

Di. It got so terrified 

It fluttered down into my stomach’s pit. 

Xa. Cowardliest of gods and men ! 

Di. The cowardliest PI? 

What I, who asked you for a sponge, a thing 
A coward never would have done! 

Xa. What then ? 

Di. A coward would have lain there wallowing; 
But I stood up, and wiped myself withal. 

Xa. Poseidon! quite heroic. 

Di. ’Deed I think so. 

But weren’t yo« frightened at those dreadful threats 
And shoutings? 

Xa. Frightened ? Not a bit. I cared not. 

Di. Come then, if you’re so very brave a man, 

Will you be I, and take the hero’s club 

And lion’s skin, since you’re so monstrous plucky? 

And I’ll be now the slave, and bear the luggage. 

Xa. Hand them across. I cannot choose but take 
them. 

And now observe the Xanthio-heraclcs 
If I’m a coward and a sneak like you. 

Di. Nay, you’re the rogue from Melite’s own sdf* 
And I’ll pick up and carry on the traps. 
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Enter a MAiD-SERV Am ofPersephone^from door. 
Maid. O welcome, Heracles fcome in, sweetheart. 
My Lady, when they told her, set to work, 

Baked mighty loaves, boiled two or three tureens 
Of lentil soup, roasted a prime ox whole. 

Made rolls and honey-cakes. So come along. 

Xa. {declining) You are too kind. 

Ma. I will not let you go. 

I will not let youl Why, she’s stewing slices 
Of juicy bird’s-flesh, and she’s making comfits. 

And tempering down her richest wine. Come, dear. 
Come along in. 

Xa. {still ^dining) Pray thank her. 

Ma. O you’re jesting, 

I shall not let you off: there’s such a lovely 
Flute-girl all ready, and we’ve two or three 
Dancing-girls also. 

Xa. Eh ! what ! Dancing-girls ? 

Ma. Young budding virgins, freshly tired and 
trimmed. 

Come, dear, come in. The cook was dishing up 
The cutlets, and they are bringing in the tables. 

Xa, Then go you in, and tell those dancing-girls 
Of whom you spake. I’m coming in Myself. 

Exit MAID. 

Pick up the traps, my lad, and follow me. 

Di. Hi I stop I you’re not in earnest, just because 
I dressed you up, in fun, as Heracles ? 

Come, don’t keep fooling, Xanthias, but lift 
And carry in the traps yourself. 

Xa. Why! what! 

You are never going to strip me of these togs 
You gave me! 

Di. GoingtoPNo, I’m doing it now. 

Off with that lion-skin. 

Xa. Bear witness all, 

The gods shall judge between us. 

Di. Gods, indeed I 

Why, how could yof/ (the vain and foolish thought!) 
A slave, a mortal, act Alcmena’s son ? 

Xa. All right then, take them; maybe, if God will. 
You’ll soon require my services again. 

Cho. This is the part of a dexterous clever 
Man with his wits about him ever. 

One who has travelled the world to see; 

Always to shift, and to keep through all 
Close to the sunny side of the wall ; 

Not like a pictured block to be. 

Standing always in one position; 

Nay but to veer, with expedition. 

And ever to catch the favouring breeze. 

This is the part of a shrewd tactician. 

This is to be 2L—Theramenes\ 

Di. Truly an exquisite joke ’twould be. 

Him with a dancing-girl to see. 

Lolling at ease on Milesian rugs; 

Me, like a slave, beside him standing. 

Aught that he wants to his lordship handing; 
Then as the damsel fair he hugs. 

Seeing me all on fire to embrace her, 

He would perchance (for there’s no man baser), 
Turning him round like a lazy lout, 


Straight on my mouth deliver a facer, / 
Knocking my ivory choirmen out. J 

Enter hostess ana plathane. 
Hostess. O Plathane! Plathane! Here’s that naugh- 
ty man. 

That’s he who got into our tavern once. 

And ate up sixteen loaves. 

Plathane. O, so he is ! 

The very man. 

Xa. Bad luck for somebody ! 

Ho. O and, besides, those twenty bits of stew, 
Half-obol pieces. 

Xa. Somebody’s going to catch it ! 

Ho. That garlic too. 

Di. Woman, you’re talking non- 

sense. 

You don’t krioW what you’re saying. J 

Ho. O, you thought 

I shouldn’t know you with your buskins on ! \ 

Ah, and I’ve not yet mentioned all that fish, \ 

No, nor the new-made cheese: he gulped it down. 
Baskets and all, unlucky that we were. 

And when I just alluded to the price, \ 

He looked so fierce, and bellowed like a bull. 

Xa. Yes, that’s his way : that’s what he always does. 
Ho. O, and he drew his sword, and seemed quite 
mad. 

Pla. O, that he did. 

Ho. And terrified us so 

We sprang up to the cockloft, she and I. 

Then out he hurled, decamping with the rugs. 

Xa. That’s his way too; but something must be 
done. 

Ho. Quick, run and call my patron Cleon here! 
Pla. O, if you meet him, call Hyperbolus! 

We’ll pay you out to-day. 

Ho. O filthy throat, 

0 how I’d like to take a stone, and hack 

Those grinders out with which you chawed my 
wares. 

Pla. I’d like to pitch you in the deadman’s pit. 

Ho. I’d like to get a reaping-hook and scoop 
That gullet out with which you gorged my tripe. 
But I’ll to Cleon: he’ll soon serve his writs; 

He’ll twist it out of you to-day, he will. 

Exeunt hostess and plathane. 
Di. Perdition seize me, if I don’t love Xanthias. 
Xa. Aye, aye, I know your drift: stop, stop that 
talking 

1 won’t be Heracles. - 

Di. O, don’t say so, 

Dear, darling Xanthias. 

Xa. Why, how can I, 

A slave, a mortal, act Alcmena’s son! 

Di. Aye, aye, I know you are vexed, and I deserve 
it, 

And if you pummel me, I won’t complain. 

But if I strip you of these togs again. 

Perdition seize myself, my wife, my children, 

And, most of all, that blear-eyed Archedemus. 

Xa. That oath contents me: on those terms I take 
them. 
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Cho. Now that at last you appear once more, 

Wearing the garb that at first you wore, 

Wielding the club and the tawny skin, 

Now it is yours to be up and doing, 

Glaring like mad, and your youth renewing. 
Mindful of him whose guise you are in. 

If, when caught in a bit of a scrape, you 
Suffer a word of alarm to escape you, 

Showing yourself but a feckless knave. 

Then will your master at once undrape you. 

Then you’ll again be the toiling slave. 

Xa. There, I admit, you have given to me a 
Capital hint, and the like idea, 

Friends, had occurred to myself before. 

Truly if anything good befell 
He would be wanting, I know full well. 

Wanting to take to the togs once more. 
Nevertheless, while in these I’m vested. 

Ne’er shall you find me craven-crested. 

No, for a dittany look I’ll wear. 

Aye and methinks it will soon be tested. 

Hark! how the portals are rustling there. 

Re-enter abacus with assistants, 
Ae. Seize the dog-stealer, bind him, pinion him. 
Drag him to justice! 

Oi, Somebody’s going to catch it. 

Xa, {striking out) Hands off! get away! stand back! 
Ae. Eh ? You’re for fighting. 

Ho! Ditylas, Sccblyas, and Pardocas, 

Come hither, quick; fight me this sturdy knave. 

Di. Now isn’t it a shame the man should strike 
And he a thief besides ? 

Ae, A monstrous shame ! 

Di. A regular burning shame ! 

Xa. By the Lord Zeus, 

If ever I was here before, if ever 
I stole one hair’s- worth from you, let me die! 

And now I’ll make you a right noble offer. 

Arrest my lad : torture him as you will. 

And if you find I’m guilty, take and kill me. 

Ae. Torture him, how ? 

Xa, In any mode you please. 

Pile bricks upon him : stuff his nose with acid : 

Flay, rack him, hoist him; flog him with a scourge 
Of prickly bristles: only not with this, 

A soft-leaved onion, or a tender leek. 

Ae. Afair proposal. If I strike too hard 
And maim the boy. I’ll make you compensation. 

Xa. 1 shan’t require it. Take him out and flog him. 
Ae. Nay, but I’ll do it here before your eyes. 

Now then, put down the traps, and mind you speak 
The truth, young fellow. 

Di, {in agony) Man ! don’t torture me\ 

I am a god. You’ll blame yourself hereafter 
If you touch me. 

Ae. Hillo ! What’s that you are saying ? 

Di. I say I’m Bacchus, son of Zeus, a god. 

And he's the slave. 

Ae. You hear him? 

Xa. Hear him? Yes. 

All the more reason you should flog him well. 

For if he is a god, he won’t perceive it. 
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Di. Well, but you say that you’re a god yourself. 

So why not you be flogged as well as I ? 

Xa. A fair proposal. And be this the test. 

Whichever of us two you first behold 
Flinching or crying out— he’s not the god. 

Ae. Upon my word you’re quite the gentleman. 
You’re all for right and justice. Strip then, both. 

Xa. How can you test us fairly ? 

Ae. I\asily, 

I’ll give you blow for blow. 

Xa. A goexJ idea. 

We’re ready ! Now ! (abacus strikes him) see if you 
catch me flinching. 

Ae. I struck you. 

Xa. {incredulously) No! 

Ae. Well, it seems “no” indeed. 

Now then I’ll strike the other. {Strikes dionysus.) 

Di. Tell me when ? 

Ae. I struck you. 

Di. Struck me ? Then why didn’t I sneeze ? 

Ae. Don’t know. I’m sure. I’ll try the other again. 
Xa. And quickly too. CJood gracious! 

Ae. Why “good gracious”? 

Not hurt you, did I ? 

Xa. No, I merely thought of 

I’he Diomeian feast of Heracles. 

Ae. A holy man! ’Tis now the other’s turn. 

Di. Hi! Hi! 

Ae. Hallo! 

Di. Look at those horsemen, look! 

Ae. But why these tears ? 

Di. There’s such a smell of onions. 

Ae. Then you don’t mind it ? 

Di. {cheerfully) Mind it? Not a bit. 

Ae. Well, I must go to the other one again. 

Xa. 0!0! 

Ae. Hallo! 

Xa. Do pray pull out this thorn. 

Ae. What does it mean ? ’Tis this one’s turn again. 
Di. {shrieking) Apollo! Lord ! {calmly) of Delos 
and of Py tho. 

Xa. He flinched ! You heard him ? 

Di, Not at all; a jolly 

Verse of Hipponax flashed across my mind. 

Xa. You don’t half do it: cut his flanks to pieces. 
Ae. By Zeus, well thought on. Turn your belly 
here. 

Di. {screaming) Poseidon! 

Xa. There! he’s flinching. 

Di. {singing) who dost reign 

Amongst the Aegean peaks and creeks 
And o’er the deep blue main. 

Ae. No, by Demeler, still I can’t find out 
Which is the god, but come ye both indoors; 

My lord himself and Persephassa there. 

Being gods themselves, will soon find out the truth. 
Di. Right ! right ! I only wish you had thought of 
that 

Before you gave me those tremendous whacks. 

Exeunt dionysus, xanthias, abacus, and at- 
tendants. 
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Choms 

Come, Muse, to our Mystical Chorus, 

O come to the joy of my song, 
O see on the benches before us 

that countless and wonderful throng, 
Where wits by the thousand abide, 

with more than a Cleophon’s pride— 
On the lips of that foreigner base, 

of Athens the bane and disgrace. 
There is shrieking, his kinsman by race. 

The garrulous swallow of Thrace; 

From that perch of exotic descent. 

Rejoicing her sorrow to vent. 

She pours to her spirit’s content, 

a nightingale’s woful lament. 
That e’en though the voting be equal, 

his ruin will soon be the sequel. 

Well it suits the holy Chorus 

evermore with counsel wise 
To exhort and teach the city; 

this we therefore now advise— 
End the townsmen’s apprehensions; 

equalize the rights of all; 
If by Phrynichus’s wrestlings 

some perchance sustained a fall. 
Yet to these *tis surely open, 

having put away their sin. 
For their slips and vacillations 

pardon at your hands to win. 
Give your brethren back their franchise. 

Sin and shame it were that slaves. 
Who have once with stern devotion 

fought your battle on the waves. 
Should be straightway lords and masters, 

yea Plataeans fully blown — 
Not that this deserves our censure; 

there I praise you; there alone 
Has the city, in her anguish, 

policy and wisdom shown — 
Nay but these, of old accustomed 

on our ships to fight and win, 
(They, their fathers too before them), 

these our very kith and kin. 
You should likewise, when they ask you, 

pardon for their single sin. 
O by nature best and wisest, 

O relax your jealous ire. 
Let us all the world as kinsfolk 

and as citizens acquire. 
All who on our ships will battle 

well and bravely by our side. 
If we cocker up our city, 

narrowing her with senseless pride. 
Now when she is rocked and reeling 

in the cradles of the sea, 
Here again will after ages deem we acted brainlessly. 

And O if I’m able to scan 

the habits and life of a man 
Who shall rue his iniquities soon I 

not long shall that little baboon, 
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That Cleigenes shifty and small, 

the wickedest bathman of all 
Who are lords of the earth- which is brought 

from the isle of Cimolus, and wrought 
With nitre and lye into soap— 

Not long shall he vex us, I hope. 

And this the unlucky one knows. 

Yet ventures a peace to oppose. 

And being addicted to blows 

he carries a stick as he goes. 
Lest w hile he is tipsy and reeling, 

some robber his cloak should be stealing. 
Often has it crossed my fancy, 

that the city loves to deal 
With the very best and noblest 

members of her comnaonweal, 
Just as with*otif ancient coinage, 

and the newly-mintfed gold. 
Yea for these, our sterling pieces, \ 

all of pure Athenian mould. 
All of perfect die and metal, \ 

all the fairest of tl\e fair, 
All of workmanship unequalled, \ 

proved and valued everywhere 
Both amongst our own Hellenes 

and Barbarians far away, 
These we use not: but the worthless 

pinchbeck coins of yesterday, 
Vilest die and basest metal, 

now we always use instead. 
Even so, our sterling townsmen, 

nobly born and nobly bred. 
Men of worth and rank and mettle, 

men of honourable fame, 
Trained in every liberal science, 

choral dance and manly game, 
These we treat with scorn and insult, 

but the strangers newliest come, 
Worthless sons of worthless fathers, 

pinchbeck townsmen, yellowy scum, 
Whom in earlier days the city 

hardly would have stooped to use 
Even for her scapegoat victims, 

these for every task we choose. 
O unwise and foolish people, 

yet to mend your ways begin; 
Use again the good and useful : 

so hereafter, if ye win 
’Twill be due to this your wisdom ; 

if ye fall, at least ’twill be 
Not a fall that brings dishonour, 

falling from a worthy tree. 

Enter abacus, xanthias and two attendants. 
Ae. By Zeus the Saviour, quite the gentleman 
Your master is. 

Xa. Gentleman ? I believe you. 

He’s all for wine and women, is my master. 

Ae. But not to have flogged you, when the truth 
came out 

That you, the slave, were passing off as master! 

Xa. He’d get the worst of that. 
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Ae, Bravo! that’s spoken 

Like a true slave: that’s what I love myself. 

Xa. You love it, do you? 

Ae, Love it ? I’m entranced 

When I can curse my lord behind his back. 

Xa, How about grumbling, when you have felt 
the stick. 

And scurry out of doors ? 

Ae, That’s jolly too. 

Xa, How about prying? 

Ae, That beats everything! 

Xa, Great Kin-god Zeus! And what of overhear- 
ing 

Your master’s secrets ? 

Ae, What ? I’m mad with joy. 

Xa. And blabbing them abroad ? 

Ae, O heaven and earth! 

When I do that, I can’t contain myself. 

Xa. Phoebus Apollo! clap your hand in mine. 

Kiss and be kissed : and prithee tell me this, 

Tell me by Zeus, our rascaldom’s own god. 

What’s all that noise within ? What means this 
hubbub 
And row ? 

Ae, That’s Aeschylus and Euripides. 

Xa. Eh? 

Ae, Wonderful, wonderful things are going on. 
The dead are rioting, taking different sides. 

Xa. Why, what’s the matter? 

Ae, There’s a custom here 

With all the crafts, the good and noble crafts, 

That the chief master of his art in each 
Shall have his dinner in the assembly hall. 

And sit by Pluto’s side. 

Xa. I understand. 

Ae. Until another comes, more wise than he 
In the same art: then must the first give way. 

Xa. And how has this disturbed our Aeschylus? 
Ae. ’Twas he that occupied the tragic chair. 

As, in his craft, the noblest. 

Xa. Who does now ? 

Ae. But when Euripides came down, he kept 
Flourishing off before the highwaymen. 

Thieves, burglars, parricides— these form our 
mob 

In Hades— till with listening to his twists 
And turns, and pleas and counterpleas, they 
went 

Mad on the man, and hailed him first and wisest: 
Elate with this, he claimed the tragic chair 
Where Aeschylus was seated. 

Xa, Wasn’t he pelted ? 

Ae. Not he: the populace clamoured out to try 
Which of the twain was wiser in his art. 

Xa. You mean the rascals? 

Ae. Aye, as high as heaven! 

Xa. But were there none to side with Aeschylus? 
Ae, Scanty and sparse the good, {regards the 
audience) the same as here. 

Xa, And what does Pluto now propose to do? 

Ae. He means to hold a tournament, and bring 
Their trag(^ies to the proof. 
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But Sophocles, 

How came not he to claim the tragic chair ? 

Ae. Cl^m it ? Not he! When he came down, he 
kissed 

With reverence Aeschylus, and clasped his handy 
And yielded willingly the chair to him. 

But now he’s going, says Cleidemidcs, 

To sit third-man: and then if Aeschylus win, 

He’ll stay content : if not, for his art’s sake. 

He’ll fight to the death against Euripides. 

Xa. Will it come off ? 

Ae. O yes, by Zeus, directly. 

And then, I hear, will wonderful things be done. 

The art poetic will be weighed in scales. 

Xa. What ! weigh out tragedy, like butcher’s 
meat ? 

Ae. Levels they’ll bring, and measuring-tapes for 
words. 

And moulded oblongs, 

Xa. Is it bricks they are making ? 

Ae. Wedges and compasses: for Euripides 
Vows that he’ll test the dramas, word by word. 

Xa. Aeschylus chafes at this, I fancy. 

Ae. Well. 

He lowered his brows, upglaring like a bull.' 

Xa. And who’s to be the judge? 

Ae. There came the rub. 

Skilled men were hard to find : for with the 
Athenians 

Aeschylus, somehow, did not hit it off, 

Xa. Too many burglars, I expect, he thought. 

Ac. And all the rest, he said, were trash and non- 
sense 

To judge poetic wits. So then at last 
They chose your lord, an expert in the art. 

But we go ir. : for when our lords arc bent 
On urgent business, that means blows for us. 

Cho. O surely with terrible wrath 

will the thunder-voiced monarch be filled. 
When he sees his opponent beside him, 

the tonguester, the artifice-skilled, 
Stand, whetting his tusks for the fight! 

O surely, his eyes rolling-fell 
Will with terrible madness be fraught! 

O then will be charging of plume-waving words 

with their wild-floating mane. 
And then will be whirling of splinters, 

and phrases smoothed down with the plane. 
When the man would the grand-stepping maxims, 
the language gigantic, repel 
Of the hero-creator of thought. 

There will his shaggy-born crest 

upbristle for anger and woe, 
Horribly frowning and growling, 

his fury will launch at the foe 
Huge-clamped masses of words, 

with exertion Titanic up-tearing 
Great ship- timber planks for the fray. 

But here will the tongue be at work, 

uncoiling, word-testing, refining, 
Sophist-creator of phrases, 

dissecting, detracting, maligning. 
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Shaking the cn^us bits, 

and with subtle analysis paring 
The lung’s large labour away. 

Here apparently there is a complete change of 
scene^ to the Hall of Pluto, with pluto him- 
self sitting on his throne, and dionysus, Aes- 
chylus, and EURIPIDES in the foreground, 
Euripides, Don’t talk to me; I won’t give up the 
chair, 

I say I am better in the art than he. 

Di, You hear him, Aeschylus: why don’t you 
speak? 

Eu, He’ll do the grand at first, the juggling trick 
He used to play in all his tragedies. 

Di, Come, my fine fellow, pray don’t talk too 
big. 

Eu, I know the man. I’ve scanned him through 
and through, 

A savage-creating stubborn-pulling fellow, 
Uncurbed, unfettered, uncontrolled of speech, 
Unperiphrastic, bombastiloquent. 

Aeschylus, Hah! sayest thou so, child of the garden 
quean I 

And this to me, thou chattery-babble-collector. 
Thou pauper-creating rags-and-patches-stitcher ? 
Thou shalt abye it dearly I 
Di, Pray, be still; 

Nor heat thy soul to fury, Aeschylus. 

Aes, Not till I’ve made you see the sort of man 
This cripple-maker is who crows so loudly. 

Di, Bring out a ewe, a black-fleeced ewe, my 
boys: 

Here’s a typhoon about to burst upon us. 

Aes, Thou picker-up of Cretan monodies, 

Foisting thy tales of incest on the stage — 

Di, Forbear, forbear, most honoured Aeschylus; 
And you, my poor Euripides, begone 
If you are wise, out of this pitiless hail, 

Lest with some heady word he crack your scull 
And batter out your brain— less Telephus. 

And not with passion, Aeschylus, but calmly 
Test and be tested. ’Tis not meet for poets 
To scold each other, like two baking-girls. 

But you go roaring like an oak on fire. 

Eu, I’m ready, II I don’t draw back one bit. 

I’ll lash or, if he will, let him lash first 
The talk, the lays, the sinews of a play: 

Aye and my Peleus, aye and Aeolus. 

And Meleager, aye and Telephus. 

Di. And what do you propose? Speak, 
Aeschylus. 

Aes. I could have wished to meet him otherwhere. 
We fight not here on equal terms. 

Di. Why not ? 

Aes. My poetry survived me: his died with him: 
He’s got it here, all handy to recite. 

Howbeit, if so you wish it, so we’ll have it. 

Di. O bring me fire, and bring me frankincense. 
I’ll pray, or e’er the clash of wits begin. 

To judge the strife with high poetic skill. 

Meanwhile (/o /Ae chorus) invoke the Muses with 
a song. 


Chorus 

O Muses, the daughters divine 

of Zeus, the immaculate Nine, 
Who gaze from your mansions serene 

on intellects subtle and keen. 
When down to the tournament lists, 

in bright-polished wit they descend. 
With wrestling and turnings and twists 

in the battle of words to contend, 
O come and behold what the two 

antagonist poets can do. 
Whose mouths are the swiftest to teach 

grand language and filings of speech: 
For now of their wits is the sternest 

encounter commencing in earnest. 
Di. Ye two, put up your prayers before ye s^tart. 
Aes. Demetfcr; mistress, nourisher of my soul, 

O make me worthy of thy mystic ritesl \ 

Di. (to EURiPiDEs) Now put on incense, you\ 

Eu, Excuse mt no; 

My vows are paid to other gods than th^e. 
Di. What, a new coinage of your own ? \ 

Eu, Prcciiiely. 

Di. Pray then to them, those private gods of yours. 
Eu. Ether, my pasture, volubly-rolling tongue. 
Intelligent wit and critic nostrils keen, 

O well and neatly may I trounce his playsl 
Cho. We also are yearning from these to be learning 
Some stately measure, some majestic grand 
Movement telling of conflicts nigh. 

Now for battle arrayed they stand, 

Tongues embittered, and anger high. 

Each has got a venturesome will, 

Each an eager and nimble mind; 

One will wield, with artistic skill, 

Clearcut phrases, and wit refined; 

Then the other, with words defiant. 

Stern and strong, like an angry giant 
Laying on with uprooted trees. 

Soon will scatter a world of these 
Superscholastic subtleties. 

Di. Now then, commence your arguments, 

and mind you both display 
True wit, not metaphors, nor things 

which any fool could say. 
Eu. As for myself, good people all, 

I’ll tell you by-and-by 
My own poetic worth and claims; 

but first of all I’ll try 
To show how this portentous quack 

beguiled the silly fools 
Whose tastes were nurtured, ere he came, 

in Phrynichus’s schools. 
He’d bring some single mourner on, 

seated and veiled, ’twould be 

Achilles, say, or Niobe 

—the face you could not see— 
An empty show of tragic woe, 

who uttered not one thing. 

Di. ’Tistrue. 

Eu. Then in the Chorus came, 

and rattled o£F a string 
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Of four continuous lyric odes: 

the mourner never stirred. 
Di, 1 liked it too. 1 sometimes think 

that I those mutes preferred 
To all your chatterers now-a-days. 

Eu. Because, if you must know, 

You were an ass. 

DL An ass, no doubt ; 

what made him do it though? 
Eu, That was his quackery, don’t you see, 

to set the audience guessing 
When Niobc would speak; meanwhile, 

the drama was progressing. 
Di. The rascal, how he took me in ! 

’Twas shameful, was it not? 
(To Aeschylus) What makes you stamp and fidget so ? 
Eu. He’s catching it so hot. 

So when he had humbugged thus awhile, 

and now his wretched play 
Was halfway through, a dozen words, 

great wild-bull words, he’d say, 
Fierce Bugaboos, with bristling crests, 

and shaggy eyebrows too, 
Which not a soul could understand. 

Aes, O heavensl 

Di. Be quiet, do. 

Eu. But not one single word was clear. 

Di. St! don’t your teeth be gnashing. 

Eu. ’Twas all Scamanders, moated camps, 

and griffin-eagles flashing 
In burnished copper on the shields, 

chivalric-precipice-high 
Expressions, hard to comprehend. 

Di. Aye, by the Powers, and I 

Full many a sleepless night have spent 

in anxious thought, because 
I’d find the tawny cock-horse out, 

what sort of bird it was! 
Aes. It was a sign, you stupid dolt, 

engraved the ships upon. 
Di. Eryxis I supposed it was, 

Philoxenus’s son. 

Eu. Now really should a cock be brought 

into a tragic play ? 
Aes. You enemy of gods and men, 

what was your practice, pray ? 
Eu. No cock-horse in my plays, by Zeus, 

no goat-stag there you’ll see, 
Such figures as are blazoned forth 

in Median tapestry. 
When first I took the art from you, 

bloated and swoln, poor thing, 
With turgid gasconading words 

and heavy dieting, 
First I reduced and toned her down, 

and made her slim and neat 
With wordlets and with exercise 

and poultices of beet, 
And next a dose of chatter) nice, 

distilled from books, I gave her, 
And monodies she took, with sharp 

Cephisophon for flavour. 


THE FROGS 945“S77 

I never used haphazard words, 

or plunged abruptly in ; 
Who entered first explained at large 

the drama’s origin 

And source. 

Aes. Its source, I really trust, 

was better than your own. 
Eu. Then from the very opening lines 

no idleness was shown; 
The mistress talked with all her might, 

the servant talked as much, 
The master talked, the maiden talked, 

the beldame talked. 

Aes. For such 

An outrage was not death your due ? 

Eu. No, by Apollo, no: 

That was my democratic way. 

Di. Ah, let that topic go. 

Your record is not there, my friend, 

particularly good. 

Eu. Then next I taught all these to speak. 

Aes. You did so, and I would 


That ere such mischief you had wrought, 

your very lungs had split. 
Eu. Canons of verse I introduced, 

and neatly chiselled wit; 
To look, to scan : to plot, to plan : 

to twist, to turn, to woo: 

On all to spy; in all to pry. 

Aes. You did : I say so too. 

Eu. I showed them scenes of common life, 

the things we know and see. 
Where any blunder would at once 

by all detected be. 

I never blustered on, or took 

their breath and wits away 
By Cycnuses or Memnons clad 

in terrible array, 

With bells upon their horses’ heads, 

the audience to dismay. 
Look at his pupils, look at mine: 

and there the contrast view. 
Uncouth Megaenetus is his, 

and rough Phormisius too; 
Great long-beard-lance-and-trumpet-men, 

flesh- tearers with the pine: 
But natty smart Theramcnes, 

and Cleitophon are mine. 
Di. Theramenes ? a clever man 

and wonderfully sly: 

Immerse him in a flood of ills, 

he’ll soon be high and dry, 
“A Kian with a kappa, sir, 

not Chian with a chi.” 
Eu. I taught them all these knowing ways 
By chopping logic in my plays. 

And making all my speakers try 
To reason out the How and Why. 

So now the people trace the springs. 

The sources and the roots of things. 

And manage all their households too 
Far better than they used to do, 
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Scanning and searching ** What*s amiss ?' 

And, “Why was that ?” And, “How is this?” 

Di. Ay, truly, never now a man 
Comes home, but he begins to scan ; 

And to his household loudly cries, 

“Why, where’s my pitcher ? What’s the matter ? 

’Tis dead and gone my last year’s platter. 

Who gnawed these olives? Bless the sprat. 

Who nibbled off the head of that ? 

And where’s the garlic vanished, pray, 

I purchased only yesterday ?” 

—•Whereas, of old, our stupid youths 
Would sit, with open mouths and eyes, 

Like any dull'brained Mammacouths. 

Cho, “All this thou beholdest, Achilles our boldest.” 
And what wilt thou reply ? Draw tight the rein 
Lest that fiery soul of thine 
Whirl thee out of the listed plain. 

Past the olives, and o’er the line. 

Dire and grievous the charge he brings. 

See thou answer him, noble heart. 

Not with passionate bickerings. 

Shape thy course with a sailor’s art, 

Reef the canvas, shorten the sails. 

Shift them edgewise to shun the gales. 

When the breezes are soft and low, 

Then, well under control, you’ll go 
Quick and quicker to strike the me. 

O first of all the Hellenic bards 

high loftily-towering verse to rear, 
And tragic phrase from the dust to raise, 

pour forth thy fountain with right good cheer. 

Aes, My wrath is hot at this vile mischance, 

and my spirit revolts at the thought that I 
Must bandy words with a fellow like him : 

but lest he should vaunt that I can’t reply— 
Come, tell me what are the points for which 

a noble poet our praise obtains. 
Eu, For his ready wit, and his counsels sage, 

and because the citizen folk he trains 
To be better townsmen and worthier men. 

Acs, If then you have done the very reverse. 
Found noble-hearted and virtuous men, 

and altered them, each and all, for the worse, 
Pray what is the meed you deserve to get ? 

Di, Nay, ask not him. He deserves to die. 

Aes, For just consider what style of men 

he received from me, great six-foot-high 
Heroical souls, who never would blench 

from a townsman’s duties in peace or war; 
Not idle loafers, or low buffoons, 

or rascally scamps such as now they are. 
But men who were breathing spears and helms, 

and the snow-white plume in its crested pride. 
The greave, and the dart, and the warrior’s heart 

in its sevenfold casing of tough bull-hide. 
Di, He’ll stun me, I know, with his armoury-work; 

this business is going from bad to worse. 
Eu, And how did you manage to make them so 
grand, 

exalted, and brave with your wonderful verse ^ 
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Di. Come, Aeschylus, answer, and don’t stand 
mute 

in your self-willed pride and arrogant spleen. 
Aes. A drama I wrote with the War-god filled. 

Di, Its name? 

Aes. ’Tis the Seven against Thebes that I mean. 
Which whoso beheld, with eagerness swelled 

to rush to the battlefield there and then. 
Di, O that was a scandalous thing you did ! 

You have made the Thebans mightier men. 
More eager by far for the business of war. 

Now, therefore, receive this punch on the head. 
Aes, Ah, ye might have practised the same your- 
selves, 

but ye turned to other pursuits instead. 
Then next the Persians I wrote, in praise 

of tha noblest deed that the world cah show. 
And each man longed for the victor’s wreathl 

to fight and to vanquish his countiy’s foe. 
Di, I was pleased, I own, when I heard theinmoan 
for old Darius, their great king,\dead; 
When they smote together their hands, like th|s, 

and “Evir alake” the Chorui,^said. 
Aes. Aye, such arc the poet’s appropriate works: 

and just consider how all along 
From the very first they have wrought you good, 

the noble bards, the masters of song. 
First, Orpheus taught you religious rites, 

and from bloody murder to stay your hands: 
Musaeus healing and oracle lore; 

and Hesiod all the culture of lands, 
The time to gather, the time to plough. 

And gat not Homer his glory divine 
By singing of valour, and honour, and right, 

and the sheen of the battle-extended line, 
The ranging of troops and the arming of men ? 

Di. O ay, but he didn’t teach thau I opine, 

To Pantacles; when he was leading the show 

I couldn’t imagine what he was at. 
He had fastened his helm on the top of his head, 

he was trying to fasten his plume upon that. 
Aes. But others, many and brave, he taught, 

of whom was Lamachus, hero true; 
And thence my spirit the impress took, 

and many a lion-heart chief I drew, 
Patrocluses, Teucers, illustrious names; 

for I fain the citizen-folk would spur 
To stretch themselves to their measure and height, 
whenever the trumpet of war they hear. 
But Phaedras and Stheneboeas ? No! 

no harlotry business deformed my plays. 
And none can say that ever I drew 

a love-sick woman in all my days. 
Eu. Foryo» no lot or portion had got 
in Queen Aphrodite. 

Aes. Thank Heaven for that. 

But ever on you and yours, my friend, 

the mighty goddess mightily sat; 
Yourself she cast to the ground at last. 

Di. O ay, that uncommonly pat. 

You showed how cuckolds are made, and lo, 

you were struck yourself by the very same £ite« 
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Eu. But say, you cross-grained censor of mine, 

how my Stheneboeas could harm the state. 

Acs, Full many a noble dame, the wife 

of a noble citizen, hemlock took, 

And died, unable the shame and sin 

of your Bellerophon-scenes to brook. 

Eu, Was then, I wonder, the talc I told 

of Phaedra’s passionate love untrue? 

Acs, Not so: but tales of incestuous vice 

the sacred poet should hide from view, 

Nor ever exhibit and blazon forth 

on the public stage to the public ken. 

For boys a teacher at school is found, 

but we, the poets, arc teachers of men. 

We are bound things honest and pure to speak. 

Eu, And to speak great Lycabettuses, pray. 
And massive blocks of Parnassian rocks, 

is that things honest and pure to say ? 

In human fashion we ought to speak. 

Acs, Alas, poor witling, and can’t you see 

That for mighty thoughts and heroic aims, 

the words themselves must appropriate be? 
And grander belike on the ear should strike 

the speech of heroes and godlike powers. 
Since even the robes that invest their limbs 

are statelier, grander robes than ours. 
Such was my plan: but when you began, 

you spoilt and degraded it all. 

Eu, How so? 

Acs, Your kings in tatters and rags you dressed, 

and brought them on, a beggarly show. 

To move, forsooth, our pity and ruth. 

Eu. And what was the harm, I should like to know. 
Acs. No more will a wealthy citizen now 

equip for the state a galley of war. 

He wraps his limbs in tatters and rags, 

and whines he is “poor, too poor by far.” 

Di. But under his rags he is wearing a vest, 

as woolly and soft as a man could wish. 

Let him gull the state, and he’s off to the mart; 

an eager, extravagant buyer of fish. 
Acs. Moreover to prate, to harangue, to debate, 

is now the ambition of all in the state. 
Each exercise-ground is in consequence found 

deserted and empty: to evil repute 
Your lessons have brought our youngsters, and 
taught 

our sailors to challenge, discuss, and refute 
The orders they get from their captains and yet, 

when I was alive, I protest that the knaves 
Knew nothing at all, save for rations to call, 
and to sing “Rhyppapae” as they pulled 

through the waves. 

Di. And bedad to let fly from their sterns in the 
eye 

of the fellow who tugged at the undermost oar. 
And a jolly young messmate with filth to besmirch, 
and to land for a filching adventure ashore; 
But now they harangue, and dispute, and won’t row 
And idly and aimlesdy float to and fro. 

Acs. Of what ills is he not the creator and cause ? 
Consider the scandalous scenes that he draws, 

577 


/oSo*//ao 

His bawds, and his panders, his women who give 
Give birth in the sacredest shrine, 

Whilst others with brothers are wedd^ and 
bedded. 

And others opine 

That “not to be living’’ is truly “to live.” 

And therefore our city is swarming to-day 
With clerks and with demagogue-monkeys, who 
play 

Their jackanape tricks at all times, in all places. 
Deluding the people of Athens; but none 
Has training enough in athletics to run 

With the torch in his hand at the races. 

Di. By the Powers, you are right! At the 
Panathenaea 

I laughed till I felt like a potsherd to see a 
Pale, paunchy young gentleman pounding along. 
With his head butting forward, the last of the 
throng. 

In the direst of straits; and behold at the gates. 

The Ceramites flapped him, and smacked him, and 
slapped him. 

In the ribs, and the loin, and the flank, and the 
groin. 

And still, as they spanked him, he puffed and he 
panted. 

Till at one mighty cuff, he discharged such a puff 
That he blew out his torch and levanted. 

Chorus 

Dread the battle, and stout the combat, 

mighty and manifold looms the war. 
Hard to decide is the fight they’re waging. 

One like a slormv tempest raging, 

One alert in the rally and skirmish, 

clever to parry and foin and spar. 
Nay but don’t be content to sit 
Always in one position only: 

many the fields for your keen-edged wit. 
On then, wrangle in every way. 

Argue, battle, be flayed and flay. 

Old and new from your stores display. 

Yea, and strive w'ith venturesome daring 

something subtle and neat to say. 

Fear ye this, that to-day’s spectators 

lack the grace of artistic lore, 
Lack the knowledge they need for taking 
All the points ye will soon be making? 

Fear it not: the alarm is groundless: 

that, be sure, is the case no more. 
All have fought the campaign ere this: 

Each a book of the words is holding; 

never a single point they’ll mbs. 
Bright theiLnatures, and now, I ween, 

Newly whetted, and sharp, and keen. 

Dread not any defect of wit. 

Battle away without misgiving, 

sure that the audience, at least, are fit. 

Eu. Well then I’ll turn me to your prologues now, 
Beginning first to test the first ^ginning 
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Of this fine poet’s plays. Why he’s obscure 
Even in the enunciation of the facts. 

DL Which of them will you test ? 

Eu. Many: but first 

Give us that famous one from the Oresteia. 

Di, St! Silence all! Now, Aeschylus, begin. 

Aes. “Grave Hermes, witnessing a father’s power. 
Be thou my saviour and mine aid to-day, 

For here I come and hither I return.” 

Di. Any fault there ? 

Eu. A dozen faults and more. 

Di. Eh I why the lines are only three in all. 

Eu. But every one contains a score of faults. 

Di. Now Aeschylus, keep silent ; if you don’t 
You won’t get off with three iambic lines. 

Aes. Silent for himl 

Di. If my advice you’ll take. 

Eu. Why, at first starting here’s a fault sky high. 
Aes. {to DioifYsus) You sec your folly ? 

Di. Have your way; I care not. 

Aes. {to BURiPiDBs) What is my fault ? 

Eu. Begin the lines again. 

Aes. “Grave Hermes, witnessing a father’s 
power — ” 

Eu. And this beside his murdered father’s grave 
Orestes speaks ? 

Aes. I say not otherwise. 

Eu. Then does he mean that when his father fell 
By craft and violence at a woman’s hand. 

The god of craft was witnessing the deed ? 

Aes. It was not he: it was the Helper Hermes 
He called the grave: and this he showed by adding 
It was his sire’s prerogative he held. 

Eu. Why this is worse than all. If from his father 
He held this office grave, why then— 

Di. He was 

A graveyard rifler on his father’s side. 

Aes. Bacchus, the wine you drink is stale and 
fusty. 

Di. Give him another: {to euripides) you, look 
out for faults. 

Aes. “Be thou my saviour and mine aid to-day. 

For here I come, and hither I return.” 

Eu. The same thing twice says clever Aeschylus. 
Di. How twice? 

Eu. Why, just consider: I’ll explain. 

“I come,” says he; and “I return,” says he: 

It’s the same thing, to “come” and to “return.” 

Di. Aye, just as if you said, “Good fellow, lend 
me 

A kneading trough: likewise, a trough to knead in.” 
Aes. It is not so, you everlasting talker. 

They’re not the same, the words are right enough. 
Di. How so ? inform me how you use the words. 
Aes. A man, not banished from his home, may 
come 

To any land, with no especial chance. 

A home-bound exile both “returns” and “comes.” 
Di. O good, by Apollo! 

What do you say, Euripides, to that ? 

Eu. I say Orestes never did “return.” 

He came in secret: nobody recalled him. 
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Di. O good, by Hermes! 

{Aside) I’ve not the least suspicion what he means. 
Eu. Repeat another line. 

Di. Ay, Aeschylus, 

Repeat one instantly :yo«, mark what’s wrong. 

Aes. “Now on this funeral mound I call my father 
To hear, to hearken.” 

Eu. There he is again. 

To “hear,” to “hearken”; the same thing, exactly. 
Di. Aye, but he’s speaking to the dead, you knave. 
Who cannot hear us though we call them thrice. 

Aes. And how do you make your prologues ? 

Eu. You shall hear; 

And if you find one single thing said twice. 

Or any useless padding, spit upon me. 

Di. Well, fire away : I’m all agog to hear 
Your very accurate and faultless prologues. 

Eu. “A happy man was Oedipus at first—” \ 

Aes. Not so, by Zeus; a most unhappy man. 

Who, not yet born nor yet conceived, Apollo 
Foretold would be his father’s murderer. 

How could he be a happy man at first ? \ 

Eu. “Then he became the wretchedest of men!” 
Aes. Not so, by Zeus; he never ceased to be. 

No sooner born, than they exposed the babe, 

(And that in winter), in an earthen crock. 

Lest he should grow a man, and slay his father. 

Then with both ankles pierced and swoln, he 
limped 

Away to Polybus: still young, he married 
An ancient crone, and her his mother too. 

Then scratched out both his eyes. 

Di. Happy indeed 

Had he been Erasinides’s colleague! 

Eu. Nonsense; I say my prologues are firstrate. 
Aes. Nay then, by Zeus, no longer line by line 
I’ll maul your phrases: but with heaven to aid 
I’ll smash your prologues with a bottle of oil. 

Eu. You mine with a bottle of oil ? 

Aes. With only one. 

You frame your prologues so that each and all 
Fit in with a “bottle of oil,” or “coverlet-skin,” 

Or “reticule-bag.” I’ll prove it here, and now. 

Eu. You’ll prove it ? You ? 

Aes. I will. 

Di. Well then, begin. 

Eu. “Aegyptus, sailing with his fifty sons, 

As ancient legends mostly tell the tale. 

Touching at Argos” 

Aes. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Eu. Hang it, what’s that ? Confound that bottle 
of oil! 

Di. Give him another: let him try again. 

Eu. “Bacchus, who, clad in fawnskins, leaps and 
bounds 

With torch and thyrsus in the choral dance 
Along Parnassus” 

Aes. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Di. Ah me, we are stricken — with that bottle 
again! 

Eu. Pooh, pooh, that’s nothing. I’ve a prologue 
here. 


ARISTOPHANES 


578 



12i6-I26^ 

He’ll never tack his bottle of oil to this: 

“No man is blest in every single thing. 

One is of noble birth, but lacking means. 

Another, baseborn,” 

Acs, Lost his bottle of oil. 

DL Euripides! 

Eu, Wefl? 

Du Lower your sails, my boy; 

This bottle of oil is going to blow a gale. 

O, by Demeter, I don’t care one bit; 

Now from his hands I’ll strike that bottle of oil. 

Du Go on then, go: but ware the bottle of oil. 

Eu. “Once Cadmus, quitting the Sidonian town, 
Agenor’s offspring” 

Aes. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Du O pray, my man, buy off that bottle of oil. 

Or else he’ll smash our prologues all to bits. 

Eu. \ h\xy ol him} 

Di. If my advice you’ll take. 

Eu. No, no, I’ve many a prologue yet to say. 

To which he can’t tack on his bottle of oil. 

“Pelops, the son of Tantalus, while driving 
His mares to Pisa” 

Acs. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Di. There! he tacked on the bottle of oil again. 

O for heaven’s sake, pay him its price, dear boy; 
You’ll get it for an obol, spick and span. 

Eu. Not yet, by Zeus; I’ve plenty of prologues 
left. 

“Oeneus once reaping” 

Acs. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Eu. Pray let me finish one entire line first. 

“Oeneus once reaping an abundant harvest, 

Offering the firstfruits” 

Aes. Lost his bottle of oil. 

Di. What, in the act of offering ? Fie ! Who stole it ? 
Eu. O don’t keep bothering! Let him try with 
this! 

“Zeus, as by Truth’s own voice the tale is told,” 

Di. No, he’ll cut in with “Lost his bottle of oil!” 
Those bottles of oil on all your prologues seem 
To gather and grow, like styes upon the eye. 

Turn to his melodies now for goodness’ sake. 

Eu. O I can easily show that he’s a poor 
Melody-maker; makes tham all alike. 

Cho. What, O what will be done! 

Strange to think that he dare 
Blame the bard who has won. 

More than all in our days, 

Fame and praise for his lays, 

Lays so many and fair. 

Much I marvel to hear 
What the charge he will bring 
’Gainst our tragedy king; 

Y ea for himself do I fear. 

Eu. Wonderful lays! O yes, you’ll see directly. 

I’ll cut down all his metrical strains to one. 

Di. And I, I’ll take some pebbles, and keep count. 

A slight pauscj during which the music of a flute is 
heard. The music continues to the end of line 1277 
as an accompaniment to the recitative. 
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Eu. “Lord of Phthia, Achilles, why hearing the 
voice of the hero-dividing 

Hah! smiting! approachest thou not to the 
rescue? 

We, by the lake who abide, arc adoring our ancestor 
Hermes. 

Hah! smiting! approachest thou not to the 
rescue?” 

Di. O Aeschylus, twice art thou smitten ! 

Eu. “Hearken to me, great king; yea, hearken 
Atreidcs, thou noblest of all thc Achaeans. 

Hah! smiting! approachest thou not to the 
rescue?” 

Di. Thrice, Aeschylus, thrice art thou smitten! 
Eu. “Hush! the bee-wardens are here: they will 
quickly the lemplc of Artemis open. 

Hah! smiting! approachest thou not to the 
rescue ? 

I will expound (for 1 know it) the omen the chief- 
tains encountered. 

Hah! smiting! approachest thou not to the 
rescue ?” 

Di. O Zeus and King, the terrible lot of smitings! 
ril to the bath: I’m very sure my kidneys 
Are quite inflamed and swoln with all these smitings. 
Eu. Wait till you’ve heard another batch of lays 
Culled from his lyrc-accompamcd melodics. 

Di. Cjo on then, go: but no more smitings, please. 
Eu. “How the twin-throned powers of Achaea, 
the lords of the mighty Hellenes. 

O phlattothrattophlattothrat! 

Sendeth the Sphinx, the unchancy, the chieftain- 
ncss bloodhound. 

O phlattothrattophlattothrat! 

Launcheth fierce with brand and hand the avengers 
the terrible eagle. 

O phlattothrattophlattothrat! 

So for the swift-winged hounds of the air he pro- 
vided a booty. 

O phlattothrattophlattothrat! 

The throng down-bearing on Aias. 

O phlattothrattophlattothrat!” 

Di. Whence comes that phlattothrat ? From 
Marathon, or 

Where picked you up these cable-twister’s strains? 
Aes. b'rom noblest source for noblest ends 1 
brought them, 

Unwilling in the Muses’ holy field 

The self-same flowers as Phrynichus to cull. 

But he from all things rotten draws his lays. 

From Carian flutings, catches of Mcletus, 
Dance-music, dirges. You shall hear directly. 

Bring me the lyre. Yet wherefore need a lyre 
For songs like these ? Where’s she that bangs and 
jangles 

Her castanets ? Euripides’s Muse, 

Present yourself: fit goddess for fit verse. 

Di. The Muse herself can’t be a wanton ? No! 

Aes. Halycons, who by the ever-rippling 
Waves of the sea are babbling. 

Dewing your plumes with the drops that fall 
From wings in the salt spray dabbling. 
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Spiders, ever with twir-r-r-r-r-rling fingers 
Weaving the warp and the woof, 

Little, brittle, network, fretwork, 

Under the coigns of the roof. 

The minstrel shuttle’s care. 

Where in the front of the dark>prowed ships 
Yarely the flute-loving dolphin skips. 

Races here and oracles there. 

And the joy of the young vines smiling. 

And the tendril of grapes, care-beguiling. 

O embrace me, my child, O embrace me. 

(To Dionysus) You see this foot ? 

DL I do. 

Aes. And this ? 

Di. And that one too. 

Aes, (to Euripides) You, such stuff who compile, 
Dare my songs to upbraid ; 

You, whose songs in the style 
Of Gyrene’s embraces are made. 

So much for them: but still I’d like to show 
The way in which your monodies are framed 
“O darkly-light mysterious Night, 

What may this Vision mean. 

Sent from the world unseen 
With baleful omens rife; 

A thing of lifeless life, 

A child of sable night, 

A ghastly curdling sight, 

In black funereal veils, 

With murder, murder in its eyes. 

And great enormous nails ? 

Light ye the lanterns, my maidens, 

and dipping your jugs in the stream, 
Draw me the dew of the water, 

and heat it to boiling and steam; 
So will I wash me away the ill effects of my dream. 
God of the seal 
My dream’s come true. 

Ho, lodgers, ho. 

This portent view. 

Glyce has vanished, carrying off my cock, 

My cock that crew! 

O Mania, helpl O Oreads of the rock 
Pursue I pursue! 

For I, poor girl, was working within. 

Holding my distaff heavy and full, 
Twir-r-r-r-r-rling my hand as the threads I spin. 
Weaving an excellent bobbin of wool; 

Thinking ‘To-morrow I’ll go to the fair. 

In the dusk of the morn, and be selling it there.’ 
But he to the blue upflew, upflew. 

On the lightliest tips of his wings outspread; 

To me he bequeathed but woe, but woe. 

And tears, sad tears, from my eyes o’erflow. 
Which I, the bereaved, must shed, must shed. 

O children of Ida, sons of Crete, 

Grasping your bows to the rescue come; 

Twiwe about on your restless feet, 
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Stand in a circle around her home. 

O Artemis, thou maid divine, 

Dictynna, huntress, fair to see, 

O bring that keen-nosed pack of thine. 

And hunt through all the house with me. 

O Hecate, with flameful brands, 

O Zeus’s daughter, arm thine hands. 

Those swiftliest hands, both right and left; 

Thy rays on Glyce’s cottage throw 
That I serenely there may go. 

And search by moonlight for the theft.” 

Di. Enough of both your odes. 

Aes. Enough for me. 

Now would I bring the fellow to the scales. 

That, that alone, shall test our poetry now. 

And prove whose words are weightiest, his or mine. 
Di. Then both come hither, since I needs must 
weigh 1 

The art poetic like a pound of cheese. \ 

Here a large balance is brought out unplaced 
upon the stage. \ 

Cho. O the labour these wits go through I \ 

0 the wild, extravagant, new, \ 

Wonderful things they are going to do ! 

Who but they would ever have thought of it ? 
Why, if a man had happened to meet me 

Out in the street, and intelligence brought of it, 

1 should have thought he was trying to cheat me; 
Thought that his story was false and deceiving. 
That were a tale I could never believe in. 

Di. Each of you stand beside his scale. 

Aes. and Eu. We’re here. 

Di. And grasp it firmly whilst ye speak your 
lines. 

Each holds his own scale steady while he speal^s 
his line into it. 

And don’t let go until I cry “Cuckoo.” 

Aes. and Eu. Ready! 

Di. Now speak your lines into the scale. 

Eu. “O that the Argo had not winged her way — ” 
Aes. “River Spercheius, cattle-grazing haunts—” 
Di. Cuckoo! let go. O look, by far the lowest 
His scale sinks down. 

Eu. Why, how came that about ? 

Di. He threw a river in, like some wool-seller 
Wetting his wool, to make it weigh the more. 

But you threw in a light and winged word. 

Eu. Come, let him match another verse with 
mine. 

Di. Each to his scale.^ 

Aes. and Eu. We’re ready. 

Di. Speak your lines. 

Eu. “Persuasion’s only shrine is eloquent speech.” 
Aes. “Death loves not gifts, alone amongst the 
gods.” 

Di. l^t go, let go. Down goes his scale again. 

He threw in Death, the heaviest ill of all. 

Eu. And I Persuasion, the most lovely word. 

Di. A vain and empty sound, devoid of sense. 
Think of some heavier-weighted line of yours. 

To drag your scale down : something strong and big. 
Eu. Where have I got one? Where? Let’s see. 
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Du ril tell you. 

“Achilles threw two singles and a four.” 

Come, speak your lines: this is your last set-to. 

Eu. ”In his right hand he grasped an iron- 
clampeamace.” 

Acs. “Chariot on chariot, corpse on corpse was 
hurled.” 

Du There now! again he has done you. 

Eu, Done me? How? 

Di, He threw two chariots and two corpses in ; 
Five-score Egyptians could not lift that weight. 

Aes, No more of “line for line”; let him-— himself, 

His children, wife, Cephisophon— get in. 

With all his books collected in his arms, 

Two lines of mine shall overweigh the lot. 

Di. Both arc my friends; I can*t decide between 
them: 

I don’t desire to be at odds with cither: 

One is so clever, one delights me so. 

Pluto, (comingforward) Then you’ll effect nothing 
for which you came ? 

Di. And how, if I decide ? 

Pi. Then take the winner; 

So will your journey not be made in vain. 

Di, Heaven bless your Highness I Listen, I came 
down 
After a poet. 

Eu. To what end ? 

Di, That so 

The city, saved, may keep her choral games. 

Now then, whichever of you two shall best 
Advise the city, shall come with me. 

And first of Alcibiades, let each 
Say what he thinks; the city travails sore. 

Eu. What docs she think herself about him ? 

Di. What? 

She loves, and hates, and longs to have him back. 

But give me advice about the man. 

Eu, I loathe a townsman who is slow to aid. 

And swift to hurt, his town: who ways and means 
Finds for himself, but finds not for the state. 

Di, Poseidon, but that’s smart! {to aesciivlus) 

And what say yo«? 

Aes. ’Twere best to rear no lion in the state: 

But having reared, ’tis best to humour him. 

Di. By Zeus the Saviour, still I can’t decide. 

One is so clever, and so clear the other. 

But once again. Let each in turn declare 
What plan of safety for the state ye’ve got. 

Eu. [First with Cinesias wing Cleocritus, 

Then zephyrs waft them o’er the watery plain. 

Di. A funny sight, I own : but where’s the sense r 
Eu, If, when the fleets engage, they holding 
cruets 

Should rain down vinegar in the foemen’s eyes,] 

I know, and I can tell you. 

Di. Tell away. 

Eu, When things, mistrusted now, shall trusted 
be, 

And trusted things, mistrusted. 

Oi. How! I don’t 

Quite comprehend. Be clear, and not so clever. 
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Eu. If we mistrust those citizens of ours 
Whom now we trust, and those employ whom now 
W’e don’t employ, the city will be saved. 

If on our present tack we fail, we surely 
Shall find salvation in the opposite course. 

Di. Good, O Palamcdes! Good, you genius you. 

Is thisyowr cleverness or Cephisophon’s ? 

Eu. This is my own: the cruet-plan was his. 

Di. (to AESCHYLUS) Now, you. 

Aes. But tell me whom the city uses. 

The good and useful ? 

Di. What arc you dreaming of? 

She hates and loathes them. 

Aes. Does she love the bad ? 

Di. Not love them, no: she uses them perforce. 

Aes. How can one save a city such as this. 

Whom neither frieze nor woollen tunic suits? 

Di. O, if to earth you rise, find out some way. 

Aes. There will I speak: I cannot answer here. 

Di. Nay, nay; send up your guerdon from below. 
Aes. When they shall count the enemy’s soil their 
own, 

And theirs the enemy’s: when they know that ships 
Are their true wealth, their so-called wealth delu- 
sion. 

Di. Aye, but the justices suck that down, you 
know. 

PL Now then, decide. 

Di. I will ; and thus I’ll do it. 

I’ll choose the man in whom my soul delights. 

Eu. O, recollect the gods by whom you swore 
You’d take me home again; and choose your 
friends. 

Di. ’Twas my tongue swore; my choice is— 
Aeschylus. 

Eu. Hah! what have you done? 

Di. Done ? Given the victor’s prize 

To Aeschylus; why not ? 

Eu. And do you dare 

Look in my face, after that shameful deed ? 

Di. What’s shameful, if the audience think not 
so? 

Eu. Have you no heart ? Wretch, would you leave 
me dead ? 

Di. Who knows if death be life, and life be death, 
And breath be mutton broth, and sleep a sheepskin ? 
PI, Now, Dionysus, come ye in, 

Du What for ? 

PI. And sup before ye go. 

Di, A bright idea, 

rfaith. I’m nowise indisposed for that. 

Exeunt aeschylus, euripides, pluto, and 

DIONYSUS. 

Chorus 

Blest the man who possesses a 
Keen intelligent mind. 

This full often wc find. 

He, the bard of renown. 

Now to earth rcasccnds. 

Goes, a joy to his town. 

Goes, a joy to his friends. 
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Just because he possesses a 
Keen intelligent mind. 

Right it is and befitting, 

Not, by Socrates sitting. 

Idle talk to pursue. 

Stripping tragedy -art of 
All things noble and true. 

Surely the mind to school 
Fine-drawn quibbles to seek. 

Fine-set phrases to speak. 

Is but the part of a fool I 

Rc'enter pluto and aeschylus. 
P/. Farewell then Aeschylus, great and wise. 

Go, save our state by the maxims rare 
Of thy noble thought; and the fools chastise. 

For many a fool dwells there. 

And this (handing him a rope) to Cleophon give, 
my friend. 

And this to the revenue-raising crew, 
Nichomachus, Myrmex, next I send. 

And this to Archenomus too. 

And bid them all that without delay. 

To my realm of the dead they hasten away. 

For if they loiter above, I swear 
rll come myself and arrest them there. 

And branded and fettered the slaves shall 

go 
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With the vilest rascal in all the town, 

Adeimantus, son of Leucolophus, down, 

Down, down to the darkness below. 

Aes. I take the mission. This chair of mine 
Meanwhile to Sophocles here commit, 

(For I count him next in our craft divine,) 

Till I come once more by thy side to sit. 

But as for that rascally scoundrel there, 

That low buffoon, that worker of ill, 

O let him not sit in my vacant chair. 

Not even against his will. 

PL (to the chorus) Escort him up with your 
mystic throngs. 

While the holy torches quiver and blaze. 

Escort him up with his own sweet songs, 

And his noble festival lays. 

Cho. First', as* the poet triumphant j 

is passing away to me light. 
Grant him success on his journey, \ 

ye powers that are ruling below. 
Grant that he find for the city 1 

good counsels to guide her Wight; 
So we at last shall be freed 

from the anguish, the fear, and th^ woe, 
Freed from the onsets of war. 

Let Cleophon now and his band 
Battle, if battle they must, 

far away in their own fatherland. 
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THE LYSISTRATA 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Lysistrata 

Calonice 

Myrrhina 

Lampito 

Magistrates 

Stratyllis 

ClNESlAS 

A Child of Cinesias 


A Herald of the Laconians 

Laconian Ambassadors 

Athenian Ambassadors 

Idlers 

A Porter 

Chorus of Men 

Chorus of Women 


It is daybrea\ at Athens; and lysistrata, a 
young and beautiful woman, is standing alone, 
with marl^s of evident anxiety in her countenance 
and demeanour. The scene represents the sloping 
hill which rises from the Lower to the Upper 
City, In the background are the Propylaea, the 
splendid portals of the Athenian Acropolis, ly- 
sistrata is on the loo\-out for persons who do 
not come, and after exhibiting various symp- 
toms of impatience, she suddenly begins to speal^ 
with abrupt and indignant emphasis. 

Lysistrata. Now were they summoned to some 
shrine of Bacchus, 

Pan, Colias, Genetyllis,^ there had been 
No room to stir, so thick the crowd of timbrels. 

And now\ — there’s not one woman to be seen. 

Stay, here comes one, my neighbour Calonice. 

Good morning, friend. 

Enter calonice. 

Calonice. Good morn, Lysistrata. 

Why, what’s the matter ? don’t look gloomy, child. 

It don’t become you to knit-knot your eyebrows. 

Ly. My heart is hot within me, Calonice, 

And sore I grieve for sake of womankind. 

Because the men account us all to be 
Sly, shifty rogues, 

Ca. And so, by Zeus, we are. 

Ly. Yet though I told them to be here betimes. 

To talk on weighty business, they don’t come. 

They re fast asleep. 

Ca. They’ll come, dear heart, they’ll come. 

’Tis hard, you know, for women to get out. 

One has to mind her husband : one, to rouse 
Her servant: one, to put the child to sleep: 

One, has to wash him: one, to give him pap. 

Ly, Ah ! but they’ve other duties still more pressing 
Than such as these. 

Ca. Well but, Lysistrata, 

Why have you, dear, convoked us ? Is the matter 
A weighty subject? 

i“Gods of Wine and Love, chief pleasures, accord- 
ing to Aristophanes, of the Athenian women”; Rogers 
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Ly. Weighty ? yes. 

Ca. And pregnant? 

Ly. Pregnant, by Zeus. 

Ca. Why ever don’t we come, then ? 

Ly. No, it’s not that : we’d have come fast enough 
For such'likc nonsense. ’Tis a scheme I’ve hit on. 
Tossing it over many a sleepless night. 

Ca. Tossing it over? then ’tis light, I fancy. 

Ly. Light ? ay, so light, my dear, that all the hopes 
Of all the Stales arc anchored on us women. 

Ca. Anchored on us! a slender stay to lean on, 

Ly. Ay, all depends on us: whether as well the 
Peloponnesians all shall cease to be— 

Ca. Sure and *tis better they should cease to be. 

Ly. And all the dwellers in Bocotia perish — 

Ca. Except the eels; do pray except the cels. 

Ly. But about Athens, mark you, I won’t utter 
Such words as these: you must supply my meaning. 
But if the women will but meet here now, 

Boeotian girls, Peloponnesian girls. 

And we ourselves, we’ll save the States between us. 
Ca. What can we women do? What brilliant 
scheme 

Can we, poor souls, accomplish ? we who sit 
Trimmed and bedizened in our saffron silks, 

Our cambric robes, and little finical shoes. 

Ly. Why, they’re the very things I hope will 
save us. 

Your saffron dresses, and your finical shoes, 

Your paints, and perfumes, and your robes of gauze. 
Ca. How mean you, save us ? 

Ly. So that nevermore 

Men in our day shall lift the hostile spear 
Ca. O, by the Twain,* I’ll use the saffron dye. 

Ly. Or grasp the shield— 

Ca. rll don the cambric robe. 

Ly. Or draw the sword. 

Ca. Pll wear the finical shoes. 

Ly. Should not the women, then, have come 
betimes ? 

Ca. Come ? no, by Zeus; they should have flown 
with wings. 

*Dcmctcrand Persephone. 
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Ly. Ah, friend, you’ll find them Attic to the core: 

Always too late in everything they do. 

Not even one woman from the coast has come, 

Not one from Salamis. 

O they, no doubt, 

Will cross this morning, early, in their boats. 

Ly, And those I counted sure to come the nrst, 

My staunch Acharnian damsels, they’re not here 
Not they. 

Ca. And yet Thcagcncs’s wife 
Consulted Hecate, as if to come. 

Several women enter, headed by hn^KnisA,Jrom 
the village of Anagyrus. 

Hi! but they’re coming now: here they all arc: 

First one, and then another. Hoity toity! 

Whence come all these? 

Ly, From Anagyre. 

Ca. Aha! 

We’ve stirred up Anagyre at all events. 

Other women enter. 

Myrrhina, Are we too late, Lysistrata ? Well ? 
What? 

Why don’t you speak ? 

Ly, Fm sorry, Myrrhina, 

That you should come so late on such a business. 

My. I scarce could find my girdle in the dark. 

But if the thing’s so pressing, tell us now. 

Lv. No, no, Jet’s wait a little, till the women 
Of Peloponnesus and Boeotia come 
To join our congress. 

My. O yes, better so. 

And here, good chance, is Lampito approaching. 
LAMPiTO, a Spartan woman, enters, accompanied 
by her friends. 

Ly. O welcome, welcome, Lampito, my love. 

O the sweet girl I how hale and brigh t she looks! 

Here’s nerve! here’s muscle! here’s an arm could 
fairly 

Throttle a bull! 

Lampito. Weel, by the Twa,^ I think sac. 

An’ I can loup an’ fling an’ kick my hurdics. 

Ly, See here’s a neck and breast; how firm and 
lusty! 

La. Wow, but ye pradd me like a fatted calf. 

Ly. And who’s this other damsel ? whence comes 
she? 

La. Anc deputation frae Boeoty, cornin’ 

To sit amang you. 

Ly. Ah, from fair Boeotia, 

The land of plains! 

Ca. A very lovely land. 

Well cropped, and trimmed, and spruce with penny 
royal. 

Ly. And who’s the next ? 

Im. a bonnie burdie she, 

She’s a Corinthian lassie. 

Ly. Ay, by Zeus, 

And so she is. A bonnie lass, indeed. 

La. But wha ha’ ca’ed thegither a* thae thrangs 
O’ wenches? 


DidyenooPthentdlus 


tyou 
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La. 

What ’tisa’for. 

Ly. O yes, my dear, I will. 

My. Ay, surdy : us aU this urgent business 

Ly. O yes, ru tell ymi now; but first I’d ask V 

One simjple question. ^ 

’welcome 

Ly. Do ye not miss the fiithers of your babes ’ 

Always on service ? well 1 wot ye ail ’ 

Have got a husband absoit at the wars. 

Ca. Ay, mine, worse hickg has been five months 

away 

In Thracian (quarters, watching Eucrates. 

My. And mine’s beim stationed seven whole 
months at Pylus. 

La. An* my gude mon nae suncr comes frae war 
Than he straps targe an’ gangs awa’ again. 

Ly. No husbands now, no sparks, no anything. 
For ever since Miletus played us fiilsc. 

We’ve had no joy, no solace, none at all. 

So will you, will you, if I find a way. 

Help me to end the war ? 

My. Ay, that we will. 

I will, be sure, though I’d to fling me down 
This mantling shawl, and have a bout of— drinking. 

Ca. And I would cleave my very self in twain 
Like a cleft turbot, and give half for Peace. 

La. An’ I, to glint at Peace again, wad speel 
Up to the tap rig o’ Taygety. 

Ly. ril tell you now: ’tis meet ye all should know. 
O ladies! sisters! if we really mean 
To make the men make Peace, there’s but one way, 
We must abstain-- 
My. Well! tell us. 

Ly. Will ye do it? 

My. Do it ? ay, surely, though it cost our lives. 

Ly. We must abstain —each — from the joys of 
Love. 

Howl what I why turn away ? where are ye going ? 
What makes you pout your lips, and shake your 
heads? 

What brings this falling tear, that changing colour ? 
Will ye, or will ye not ? What mean ye, eh ? 

My. ni never do it. Let the war go on. 

Ca. Zeus! nor I either. Let the war go on. 

Ly. You, too. Miss Turbot ? you who said just now 
You’d cleave, for Peace, your very self in twain ? 

Ca, Ask anything but this. Why, if needs be. 

I’d walk through fire: only, not give up Love. 

There’s nothing like it, dear Lysistrata. 

Ly. And what say you ? 

My. I’d liefer walk through fire. 

Ly. O women ! women ! O our frail, frail sex! 

No wonder tragedies are made from us. 

Always the same: nothing but loves and cradles. 

O friend! O Lampito! if you and I 
Arc of one mind, we yet may pull things through; 
Won’t yo« vote with me, dear ? 

La. Haith, by the Twa’, 

’Tis sair to bide your lane, withouten men. 

Still it maun be: we maun hae Peace, at a’ risks. 
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fv Odearestfiriend'.my*^^^- 
Ca Well, but suppose we do the dungs you say, 
Pray Heaven avert it, but put case wedo. 

Shall we be nearer Peace? . , , 

r Mudiy much, much nearer. 

For if wc women will but at at home. 

Powdered and trimmed, clad in our daintiest lawn, 
Employing all our charms, and all our arts 
To win men’s love, and when we’ve won it, then 
Repel them, firmly, tiU they end the war. 

We’ll soon get Peace arain, be sure of that. 

la Sac Mcnelaus, when he glowered, I ween, 

At Helen’s breastie, coost his glaive awa’. 



Ca. Eh, but suppose they leave us altogether ? 
ly, O, fiiddlc! then we’ll find some substitute. 

Ca. If they try force? 

They’ll soon get tired of that 
If we keep firm. Scant joy a husband gets 
Who finds himself at discord with his wife. 

Ca. Well, then, if so you wish it, so we’ll have it. 

La. An’ our gude folk we’sc easily persuade 
To keep the Peace wi’ never a thocht o’ guile: 

But your Athanian hairumscairum callants 
Wha sail persuade them no to play the fule ? 

Ly. O we’ll persuade our people, never fear. 

La. Not while ye’ve gat thae gallies rigged sac 
trim, 

An’ a’ that rowth o’ siller nigh the Goddess,* 

Ly. O but, my dear, we’ve taken thought for that; 
This very morn we seize the Acropolis. 

Now, whilst we’re planning and conspiring here, 

The elder women have the task assigned them, 

Under pretence of sacrifice, to seize it. 

La. A’ will gae finely, an* ye talk like that. 

Ly. Then why not, Lampito, at once combine 
All in one oath, and clench the plot securely ? 

La. Weel, you propound the aith, an’ we’se a’ 
tak’ it. 

Ly. Good ; now then, Scy thianess,® don’t stand 
there gaping. 

Quick, set a great black shield here, hollow 
upwards, 

And bring the sacrificial bits. 

Ca. And how 

Arc wc to swear, Lysistrata ? 

Ly. We’ll slay 

(Like those Seven Chiefs in Aeschylus) a lamb 
Over a shield. 

Ca. Nay, when our object’s Peace, 

Don’t use a shield, Lysistrata, my dear. 

Ly. Then what shall be the oath ? 

Ca.. Could we not somehow 

Get a grey mare, and cut her up to bits ? 

Ly. Grey marc, indeed 1 

Ca. Well, what’s the oath will suit 

Us women best? 

*A reserve of a thousand talents set aside for pressing 
emergency (Thucydides, ii. 24). It was now proposed 
(Thucydides, viii, 15) to use this in building a fleet to 
replace the ships lost at Syracuse. . 

‘Scythian archers were employ^ in Athens as police, 
the women luive therefore a Scy thianess. 
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Let'ssetamt 
Then for almb we'll ^ 

And firmly swear to—pour no vratetiQ* 

La. Hech, the braw aith I my certie, hoo I like it. 

Ly. O yes, bring out the wine-jar and the cup. 

A maiden brings out a jar of wine and an 
mensecup. 

Ca. Lai here’s a splendid piece of ware, my dears. 
Now that’s a cup ’twill cheer one’s heart to take. 

Ly. (to the servant) Set down the cup, and take the 
victim boar. 

O Queen Persuasion, and O Loving Cup, 

Accept our ofierings, and maintain our causel 
Ca. ’Tis jolly coloured blood, and spirts out 
bravely 

La. Ay, an’ by Castor, vera fragrant too! 

My. Let me swear first, my sisters ? 

Ca. Yes, i[you 

Draw the first lot ; not else, by Aphrodite. 

Ly. All place your hands upon the winc-cup: so. 
One, speak the words, repeating after me. 

Then all the rest confirm it. Now begin. 

I will abstain from Love and Love’s delights. 
1 will abstain from Love and Love's delights. 
And take no pleasure though my lord 
invites. 

And ia{e no pleasure though my lord invites. 
And sleep a vestal all alone at nights. 

And sleep a vestal all alone at nights. 

And live a stranger to all nuptial rites. 

And live a stranger to all nuptial rites. 

I don’t half like it though, Lysistrata. 

Ly. I will abjure the very name of Love. 

Ca. I will abjure the very name of I .ove. 

Ly. So help me Zeus, and all the Powers above. 
Ca. So help me Zeus, and all the Powers above. 
Ly. If I do this, my cup be filled with wine. 

Ca. If Ido this, my cup be filled with wine. 

Ly. But if I fail, a water draught be mine. 

Ca. But if I fail, a water draught be mine. 

Ly. You all swear this? 

jVfy. O yes, my dear, we do. 


Ca. 

Ly. 

Ca. 

Ly. 

Ca. 

Ly. 

Ca. 


Ly. I’ll now consume these fragments. 

LYSISTRATA takfs the wine-cup in her hand. 

Ca. Shares, my friend. 

Now at first starting let us show we’re friends. 

Im. Hark! what’s yon skirlin’? 

A sound of persons cheering is heard in the distance. ^ 
That’s the thing I said. 
They’ve seized the Acropolis, Athene’s castle, 

Our comrades have. Now, Lampito, be off; 

You, go to Sparta, and arrange things there. 
Leaving us here these girls as hostages. 

And Wc will pass inside the castle walls, 

And help the women there to close the bars. 

Ca. But don’t you think that very soon the Men 
Will come, in arms, against us? 


Tlicy will not bring or threats or fire enough 
To awe our woman hearts, and make us open ^ 
These gates again, save on the terms wc mentioned. 


Let them cornel 
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Ca. By Aphrodite, no! else *twere for nought 
That people call us bold, resistless jades. 

The crowd now disperses: lampito leaving for 
her homeward journey^ and the others disap- 
pearing through the gates of the Propylaea, After 
a pause the chorus of men are seen slowly ap- 
proachingfrom the Lower City. They are carry- 
ing heavy logs of firewood^ and a jar of lighted 
cinders; and as they move^ they sing their en- 
trance song. 


28^118 

And how to manage that blunt incline 
Without a donkey, I can’t divine. 

Dear, how these two great firelogs make 

my wearied shoulders toil and ache. 
But still right onward we needs must go. 

And still the cinders we needs must blow. 

Else we’ll find the fire extinguished, 

ere we reach our journey’s end. 
Puff! Puff! Puff! 

O the smoke! the smoke! 


ARISTOPHANES 


Chorus of Men 
On, sure and slow, my Draces, go: 

though that great log you’re bringing 
of olive green, is sore, I ween, 

your poor old shoulder wringing. 
O dear, how many things in life 

belie one’s expectations! 
Since who’d have thought, my Strymodore, 

that these abominations, 
Who would have thought that sluts like these. 
Our household pests, would have waxed so 
bold. 

As the Holy Image by fraud to seize. 

As the City Castle by force to hold. 

With block and bolt and barrier vast, 

Making the Propylaea fast. 

Press on, Philurgus, towards the heights; 

we’ll pile a great amazing 
Array of logs around the walls, 

and set them all a-blazing: 
And as for these conspirators, 

a bonfire huge we’ll make them, 
One vote shall doom the whole to death, 

one funeral pyre shall take them, 
And thus we’ll burn the brood accurst, 

but Lycon’s wife we’ll burn the first. 
No, never, never, whilst I live, 

shall woman-folk deride me: 
Not scatheless went Cleomenes, 

when he like this defied me. 
And dared my castle to seize: yet He, 

A Spartan breathing contempt and pride. 

Full soon surrendered his arms to me. 

And a scanty coat round his loins he tied. 

And with unwashed limbs, and with unkempt 
head. 

And with six years* dirt, the intruder fled; 

So strict and stern a watch around 

my mates and I were keeping. 
In seventeen rows of serried shields 

before the fortress sleeping. 
And thesey whom both Euripides 

and all the Powers on high 
Alike detest, shall these, shall these, 

my manly rage defy ? 
Then never be my Trophy shown, 

on those red plains of Marathon! 
But over this snubby protruding steep 
Ere we reach our goal at the Castle keep. 

We’ve still, with our burdensome load, to 
creep. 


O royal Heracles! what a lot 
Of fire came raging out of the pot. 

And flew, like a dog, at my eyes, red hot. 

*Twas a jet from the Lemnian mines, I ween. 

It came so fierce, and it bit so keen. 

And worried, with persistence sore, I 

my two poor eyes, inflamed before. 
On, Laches, on! to the castle press, ' 

And aid the God in her dire distress; 

Surely, if we e’er would help her, 

now’s the very time, my friend. 
Puff! Puff! Puff! \ 

O the smoke! the smoke! 

Thank heaven the fire is still alight, 

and burning beautifully bright. 
So here we’ll lay our burdens down, 

with eager hearts delighted. 
And dip the vine-torch in the pot, 

and get it there ignited. 
Then all together at the gates 

like battering rams we’ll butt. 
And if our summons they reject, 

and keep the barriers shut, 
We’ll burn the very doors with fire, 

and them with smoke we’ll smother. 
So lay the burdens down. Pheugh! Pheugh! 

O how this smoke docs bother! 
What general from the Samian lines 

an active hand will lend us ? 
Well, well, I’m glad my back is freed 

from all that weight tremendous. 
O pot, ’tis now your turn to help: 

O send a livelier jet 

Of flame this way, that I to-day 

the earliest light may get. 
O Victory, immortal Queen, 

assist us Thou in rearing 
A trophy o’er these woman-hosts, 

so bold and domineering. 


During the last few lines the men have been com- 
pleting their preparations^ and the air above 
them is now growing lurid with the smohp and 
flame of their torches. As the men relapse into 
silence^ the voices of the chorus of women are 
heard in the distance. They come sweeping round 
from the north side of the Acropolis, carrying 
their pitchers of water, and singing, in turn, 
their entrance song. The two choruses are for 
the present concealed from each other by the 
north-western angle of the Acropolis. 
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Chorus of Women 
Redly up in the sky 

the flames are beginning to flicker, 
Smoke and vapour of fire ! 

come quicker, my friends, come quicker. 
Fly, Nicodice, fly, 

Else will Calyce burn. 

Else Critylla will die. 

Slain by the laws so stern, 

Slain by the old men’s hate. 

Ah, but I fear! I fear! 

can it chance that I come too late? 
Trouble it was, forsooth, before my jug I could 
fill. 

All in the dusk of the morn, 

at the spring by the side of the hill, 
What with the clatter of pitchers. 

The noise and press of the throng. 

Jostling with knaves and slaves, 

Till at last I snatched it along. 

Abundance of water supplying 
To friends who are burning and dying. 


THE LYSISTRATA 

W. Ch, Hi, sisters, set the pitchers down, 

and then they won’t embarrass 
5 to flicker. Our nimble fingers, if the rogues 

attempt our ranks to harass, 
tie quicker. Af. Ch. I warrant, now, if twice or thrice 

we slap their faces neatly, 
That they will learn, like Bupalus, 

to hold their tongues discreetly. 

W. Ch. Well, here’s my face: I won’t draw back: 

now slap it if you dare. 
And 1 won’t leave one ounce of you 
le too late ? for other dogs to tear, 

g I could M. Ch. Keep still, or else your musty Age 

to very shreds I’ll batter. 

W. Ch. Now only touch Slratyllis, sir; 

■ of hill, just lift one finger at her! 

M. Ch. And what if with these fists, my love, 

I pound the wench to shivers? 

W. Ch. By Heaven, we’ll gnaw your entrails out, 
and rip away your livers. 

M. Ch. There is not than Euripides 

a bard more wise and knowing. 
For women are a shameless set, 


Yea, for hither, they state. 

Dotards are dragging, to burn us. 

Logs of enormous weight. 

Fit for a bath-room furnace. 

Vowing to roast and to slay 
Sternly the reprobate women. 

O Lady, O Goddess, I pray. 
Ne’er may I see them in flames! 

I hope to behold them with gladness, 
Hellas and Athens redeeming 

from battle and murder and madness. 


the vilest creatures going. 
W. Ch. Pick up again, Rhodippe dear, 

your jug with water brimming. 
M. Ch. What made you bring that water here, 

you God-detested women? 
W. Ch. What made you bring that light, old Tomb ? 

to set yourselves afire ? 
M. Ch. No, but to kindle for your friends 

a mighty funeral pyre. 

W. Ch. Well, then, we brought this water here 

to put your bonfire out, sirs. 


This is the cause why they venture. 

Lady, thy mansions to hold, 

Tritogeneia,^ Eternal 
Champion with helmet of gold! 

And O, if with fire men invade them, 

O help us with water to aid them. 

At this juncture chorus of women wheel round 
the corner of the Acropolis, and the two chor- 
uses suddmly meet face to face. 


M. Ch. You put our bonfire out, indeed ! 

W. Ch. You’ll sec, beyond a doubt, sirs. 

M. Ch. I swear that with this torch, offhand. 

I’ve half a mind to fry you. 
W. Ch. Got any soap, my lad ? if so, 

a bath I’ll soon supply you. 
M. Ch. A bath for me, you mouldy hag! 

W. Ch. And that a bride- bath, too. 

M. Ch. Zounds, did you hear her impudence ? 

W. Ch. Ain’t I freeborn as you ? 


Stop! easy all! what have we here ? 

(To/Atf men) You vile, abandoned crew. 
No good and virtuous men. I’m sure, 

would act in the way you do. 

M. Ch. Hey, here’s an unexpected sight ! 

hey, here’s a demonstration! 
A swarm of women issuing out 

with warlike preparation! 

W. Ch. Hallo, you seem a little moved! 

does this one troop affright you? 
You see not yet the myriad th part 

of those prepared to fight you. 

Af. Ch, Now, really, Phaedrias, shall we stop 

to hear such odious treason ? 
Let’s break our sticks about their backs, 

let’s beat the jades to reason. 


M. Ch. I’ll quickly put a stop to this. 

W. Ch. You’ll judge no more, I vow! 

M. Ch. Hi ! set the vixen’s hair on fire. 

W. Ch. Now, Achelous,* now! 

M. Ch. Good gracious! 

W. Ch. What ! you find it hot ? 

M. Ch. Hot ? murder! stop! be quiet! 

W. Ch. I’m watering you, to make you grow. 

M. Ch. I wither up from shivering so. 

W. Ch. I tell you what : a fire you’ve got, 

So warm your members by it. 

At this crisis the tumult is stayed for an instant by 
the appearance on the stage of a venerable offi- 
cial personage, one of the magistrates who\ 
after the Sicilian catastrophe, were appointed, 
under the name of Probuli, to form a Directory 


^Athena. 


>Denotes water. 
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or Committee of Public Safety, He is attended 
by four Scythian archers, part of the ordinary 
police of the Athenian Republic, The women 
retire into the bacltground. 

Magistrate, Has then the women’s wantonness 
blazed out, 

Their constant timbrels and Sabaziuses, 

And that Adonis-dirge upon the roof 
Which once I heard in full Assembly-time. 

*Twas when Demostratus (beshrew him) moved 
To sail to Sicily: and from the roof 
A woman, dancing, shrieked “Woe, woe, Adonis!” 
And he proposed to enrol Zacynthian hoplites; 

And she upon the roof, the maudlin woman. 

Cried “Wail Adonis!” yet he forced it through. 

That God-detested, vile 111- temprian. 

Such are the wanton follies of the sex. 

M. Ch, What if you heard their insolence to-day. 
Their vile, outrageous goings on ? And look. 

See how they’ve drenched and soused us from their 
pitchers, 

TUI we can wring out water from our clothes. 

Ma, Ay, by Poseidon, and it serves us right. 

’Tis all our hiult: they’ll never know their place. 
These pampered women, whilst we spoil them so. 
Hear how wc talk in every workman’s shop. 
“Goldsmith,” says one, “this necklace that you 
made. 

My gay young wife was dancing yester-eve. 

And lost, sweet soul, the fastening of the clasp; 

Do please reset it. Goldsmith.” Or, again: 

“O Shoemaker, my wife’s new sandal pinches 
Her little toe, the tender, delicate child. 

Make it fit easier, please.” Hence all this nonsense! 
Yea, things have reached a pretty pass, indeed, 
When I, the State’s Director, wanting money 
To purchase oar-blades, find the Treasury gates 
Shut in my face by these preposterous women. 

Nay, but no dallying now: bring up the crowbars, 
And I’ll soon stop insolence, my dears. 

He turns to the Scythians, who, instead of setting 
to worl^, are poking idly around them. 

What ! gaping, fool ? and you, can you do nothing 
But stare about with tavern-squinting eye ? 

Push in the crowbars underneath the gates. 

You, stand that side and heave them: I’ll stop here 
And heave them here. 

The gates are thrown open, and lysistrata 
comes out, 

Ly, O let your crowbars be, 

Lo, I come out unfetched! What need of crowbars? 
’Tis wits, not crowbars, that ye need to-day. 

Ma, Ay, truly, traitress, say you .so? Here, Archer! 
Arrest her, tie her hands behind her back. 

Ly. And if he touch me with his finger-tip. 

The public scum! ’fore Artemis, he’ll rue it. 

Ma, What, man, afeared ? why, catch her round 
the waist. 

koAyou go with him, quick, and bind her fast. 

Ca, (coming out) Ancf if you do but lay one hand 
upon her, 

Tore Pandrosus, I’ll stamp your vitals out. 


Ma. Vitals, ye hag ? Another Archer, ho! 

Seize this one first, because she chatters so. 

My. (coming out) And if you touch her with your 
finger-tip, 

’Fore Phosphorus, you’ll need a cupping shortly. 
Ma, Tcha I what’s all this ? lay hold of this one, 
Archer! 

I’ll stop this sallying out, depend upon it. 

Stratyllis, And if he touch her, ’fore the Queen of 
Tauris, 

m pull his squealing hairs out, one by one. 

Ma, O dear! all’s up! I’ve never an archer left. 

Nay, but I swear we won’t be done by women. 
Come, Scythians, close your ranks, and all together 
Charge! 

Ly. C^afge away, my hearties, and you’U soon 
Know that we’ve here, impatient for the fimt. 

Four woman -squadrons, armed from top toltoe. 

Ma. Attack them, Scythians, twist their h^ds 
behind them. 1 

Ly. Forth to the fray, dear sisters, bold alli^! 

O egg-and-seed-and-potherb-market-girls, \ 

O garlic-selling-barmaid-baking-girls, \ 

Charge to the rescue, smack and whack, and 
thwack them. 

Slang them, I say: show them what jades ye be. 

The WOMEN come forward. After a short struggle 
the archers are routed. 

Fall back! retire! forbear to strip the slain. 

Ma, Hillo! my archers got the worst of that. 

Ly. What did the fool expect ? Was it to fight 
With slaves you came ? Think you we Women feel 
No thirst for glory? 

Ma, Thirst enough, I trow ; 

No doubt of that, when there’s a tavern 
handy. 

M, Ch, O thou who wastest many words. 

Director of this nation. 
Why wilt thou with such brutes as these 

thus hold negotiation ? 
Dost thou not see the bath wherewith 

the sluts have dared to lave me, 
Whilst all my clothes were on, and ne’er 

a bit of soap they gave me ? 
W, Ch, For *tis not right, nor yet polite, 

to strike a harmless neighbour, 
And if you do, ’tis needful too 

that she your eyes belabour. 
Full fain would I, a maiden shy, 

in maiden peace be resting. 
Not making here the slightest stir, 

nor any soul molesting. 
Unless indeed some rogue should strive 

to rifle and despoil my hive. 
M, Ch, O how shall we treat, Lord Zeus, such 
creatures as these ? 

Let us ask the cause for which they have dared to 
seize. 

To seize this fortress of ancient and high renown, 
This shrine where never a foot profiinc hath trod, 
The lofty-rocked, inaccessible Cranaan town, 

The holy Temple of God. 
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Now to examine them closely and narrowly, 

pobing them here and sounding them there. 
Shame if we fsul to completely unravel the 

intricate web of this tangled affair. 
Ma. Foremost and first I would wish to inquire of 
them, what is this silly disturbance about P 
Why have ye ventured to seize the Acropolis, 

locking the gates and barring us out ? 

The field is now open for a suspension of hostili- 
ties, and a parley ta^s place between the leaders 
of the two contending factions. 

Ly, Keeping the silver securely in custody, 

lest for its sake ye continue the war. 
Ma. What, is the war for the sake of the silver, 
then? 

Ly. Yes ; and all other disputes that there are. 

Why is Peisander forever embroiling us, 

why do the rest of our ofBcers feel 
Always a pleasure in strife and disturbances ? 

Simply to gain an occasion to steal. 
Act as they please for the future, the treasury 

never a penny shall yield them, I vow. 
Ma. How, may I ask, will you hinder their getting 
it? 

Ly. We will ourselves be the Treasurers now. 
Ma. You, woman, you be the treasurers? 

Ly. Certainly. 

Ah, you esteem us unable, perchance! 
Are we not skilled in domestic economy, 

do we not manage the household finance? 
Ma. O, that is different. 

Ly. Why is it different ? 

Ma. This is required for the fighting, my dear. 
Ly. Well, but the fighting itself isn’t requisite. 

Ma. Only, without it, we’re ruined, I fear. 

Ly. We will deliver you. 

Ma. Y ou will deliver us I 

Ly. Truly we will. 

Ma. What a capital notion I 

Ly. Whether you like it or not, we’ll deliver you. 
Ma. Impudent hussy! 

Ly. You seem in commotion. 

Nevertheless we will do as we promise you. 

Ma. That were a terrible shame, by Dcractcr. 
Ly. Friend, we must ‘save you. 

Ma. But how if I wish it not ? 

Ly. That will but make our resolve the completer. 
Ma. Fools! what on earth can possess you to 
meddle with 

matters of war, and matters of peace? 
Ly. Well, I will tell you the reason, 

Ma. And speedily, 

else you will rue it. 

Ly. Then listen, and cease 

Clutching and clenching your fingers so angrily; 

keep yourself peaceable. 

Ma. Hanged if I can ; 

Such is the rage that I feel at your impudence. 

Then it is you that will rue it, ray nun. 
Ma. Croak your own fate, you ill-omened antiquity. 
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(To lysistrata) You be the spokeswoman, lady. 

Ly» I will. 

Think of our old moderation and gentleness, 
think how we bore with your pranks, and were still, 
All through the days of your former pugnacity, 

all through the war that is over and spent: 
Not that (be sure) we approved of your policy; 

never our griefs you allowed us to vent. 
Well we perceived your mistakes and mismanage- 
ment. 

Often at home on our housekeeping cares. 
Often we heard of some foolish proposal you 

made for conducting the public affairs. 
Then would we question you mildly and pleasantly, 
inwardly grieving, but outwardly gay; 
“Husband, how goes it abroad ?*’ we would ask of 
him; 

“what have ye done in Assembly to-day ?” 
“What would ye write on the side of the Treaty 
stone ?*’ 

Husband says angrily, “What’s that to you ? 
You, hold your tongue!’’ And I held it accordingly. 
St. That is a thing which I never would ao ! 

Ma. Ma’am, if you hadn’t, you’d soon have 
repented it. 

Ly. Therefore I held it, and spake not a word. 
Soon of another tremendous absurdity, 

wilder and worse than the former we heard. 
“Husband,’’ I say, with a tender solicitude, 

“Why have ye passed such a foolish decree ?** 
Vicious, moodily, glaring askance at me, 

“Stick to your spinning, my mistress,” says he, 
“Else you will speedily find it the worse for you, 

War is the care and the business of men!** 
Ma. Zeus! ’twas a worthy reply, and an excellent! 
Ly. What! you unfortunate, shall we not then, 
Then, when we see you perplexed and incompetent, 
shall we not tender advice to the State ? 
So when aloud in the streets and the thoroughfares 
sadly we heard you bewailing of late, 
“Is there a Man to defend and deliver us ?** 

“No,” says another, “there’s none in the land”; 
iTien by the Women assembled in conference 

jointly a great Revolution was planned, 
Hellas to save from her grief and perplexity. 

Where is the use of a longer delay ? 
Shift for the future our parts and our characters; 

you, as the women, in silence obey; 
We, as the men, will harangue and provide for you; 

then shall the State be triumphant again. 
Then shall we do what is best for the citizens. 

Ma. Women to do what is best for the men! 

That were a shameful reproach and unbearable! 

Ly. Silence, old gentleman. 

Ma. Silence for you ? 

Stop for a wench with a wimple enfolding her ? 

No, by the Powers, may I die if I do ! 

Ly. Do not, my pretty one, do not, I pray, 
Suffer my wimple to stand in the wav. 

Here, take it,and wear it, and gracefully tic it, 
Enfolding it over your head, and be quiet. 
Now to your task. 
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Ca, Here is an excellent spindle to pull. 

My, Here is a basket for carding the wool. 

Ly, Now to your task. 

Haricots chawing up, petticoats drawing up, 
Off to your carding, your combing, your 
trimming. 

War is the care and the business of women. 
During the foregoing lines the women have been 
arraying the magistrate in the garb and with 
the apparatus of a spinning-woman: just as in 
the corresponding system^ below^ they bedeck^ 
him in the habiliments of a corpse. 

W. Ch. Up, up, and leave the pitchers there, 

and on, resolved and eager. 
Our own allotted part to bear 

in this illustrious leaguer. 

I will dance with resolute, tireless feet all day; 

My limbs shall never grow faint, my strength give 
way; 

I will march all lengths with the noble hearts and 
the true. 

For theirs is the ready wit and the patriot hand, 

And womanly grace, and courage to dare and do. 
And Love of our own bright land. 

Children of stiff and intractable grandmothers, 

heirs of the stinging viragoes that bore you. 
On, with an eager, unyielding tenacity, wind in your 
sails, and the haven before you. 

Ly, Only let Love, the entrancing, the fanciful, 

only let Queen Aphrodite to day 
Breathe on our persons a charm and a tenderness, 

lend us their own irresistible sway. 
Drawing the men to admire us and long for us; 

then shall the war everlastingly cease. 
Then shall the people revere us and honour us, 

givers of Joy, and givers of Peace. 
Ma. Tell us the mode and the means ofyour doing it. 
Ly. First we will stop the disorderly crew. 

Soldiers in arms promenading and marketing. 

St. Yea, by divine Aphrodite, ’tis true. 

Ly. Now in the market you see them like Cory bants, 
jangling about with their armour of mail. 
Fiercely they stalk in the midst of the crockery, 

sternly parade by the cabbage and kail. 
Ma. Right, for a soldier should always be soldierly I 
Ly, Troth, ’tis a mighty ridiculous jest. 

Watching them haggle for shrimps in the market- 
place, 

grimly accoutred with shield and with crest. 
St. Lately I witnessed a captain of cavalry, 

proudly the while on his charger he sat, 
Witnessed him, soldierly, buying an omelet, 

stowing it all in his cavalry hat. 
Comes, like a Tereus, a Thracian irregular, 

shaking his dart and his target to boot; 
Off runs a shop-girl, appalled at the sight of him, 

down he sits soldierly, goobles her fruit. 
Ma. You, I presume, could adroitly and gingerly 
settle this intricate, tangled concern: 
You in a trice could relieve our perplexities. 


Ly. Certainly. 

Ma. How ? permit me to learn. 

Ly. Just as a woman, with nimble dexterity, 

thus with her hands disentangles a skein. 
Hither and thither her spindles unravel it, 

drawing it out, and pulling it plain. 
So would this weary Hellenic entanglement 

soon be resolved by our womanly care, 
So would our embassies neatly unravel it, 

drawing it here and pulling it there. 
Ma, Wonderful, marvellous feats, not a doubt of it, 
you with your skeins and your spindles can show; 
Fools! do you really expect to unravel a 

terrible war like a bundle of tow ? 
Ly. Ah, if you only could manage your politics 

, jvist in the way that we deal wit^ a fleece! 
Ma. Tell us the recipe. ( 

Ly. First, in the washiiW-tub 

plunge it, and scour it, and cleanse it from grease, 
Purging away all the filth and the nastiness 

then on the table expand it\and lay, 
Beating out all that is worthless and mischievous, 

picking the burrs and the tliistl^ away. 
Next, for the clubs, the cabals, and the coteries, 

banding unrighteously, office to win, 
Treat them as clots in the wool, and dissever them, 
lopping the heads that are forming therein. 
Then you should card it, and comb it, and mingle it, 
all in one Basket of love and of unity. 
Citizens, visitors, strangers, and sojourners, 

all the entire, undivided community. 
Know you a fellow in debt to the Treasury ? 

Mingle him merrily in with the rest. 
Also remember the cities, our colonies, 

outlying states in the east and the west, 
Scattered about to a distance surrounding us, 

these are our shreds and our fragments of wool ; 
These to one mighty political aggregate 

tenderly, carefully, gather and pull, 
Twining them all in one thread of good fellowship; 

thence a magnificent bobbin to spin, 
Weaving a garment of comfort and dignity, 

worthily wrapping the People therein. 
Ma. Heard any ever the like of their impudence, 
these who have nothing to do with the war. 
Preaching of bobbins, and beatings, and washing- 
tubs? 

Ly. Nothing to do with it, wretch that you arc ! 

We arc the people who feel it the keenliest, 

doubly on us the affliction is cast; 
Where are the sons that we sent to your battle- 
fields? 

Ma. Silence ! a truce to the ills that arc past. 

Ly. Then in the glory and grace of our woman- 
hood, 

all in the May and the morning of life, 
Lo, we are sitting forlorn and disconsolate, 

what has a soldier to do with a wife ? 
We might endure it, but ah! for the younger ones, 
still in their maiden apartments they stay, 
Waiting the husband that never approaches them, 
watching the years that are gliding away. 
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Ma, Men, I suppose, have their youth everlastingly. 
Ly. Nay, but it isn’t the same with a man : 

Grey though he be when he comes from the battle* 
field, still if he wishes to marry, he can. 
Brief is the spring and the flower of our womanhood, 
once let it slip, and it comes not again; 
Sit as we may with our spells and our auguries, 

never a husband will marry us then. 
Ma. Truly whoever is able to wed — 

Ly. Truly, old fellow, *tis time you were dead. 

So a pig shall be sought, and an urn shall be 
bought. 

And ril bake you and make you a funeral 
cake. 

Take it and go. 

Ca. Here are the fillets all ready to wear. 

My. Here is the chaplet to bind in your hair. 

Ly. Take it and go. 

What are you prating for ? 

What arc you waiting for ? 
Charon is staying, delaying his crew, 

Charon is calling and bawling for you. 

Ma. See, here’s an outrage! here’s a scandalous 
shame! 

I’ll run and show my fellow magistrates 
The woeful, horrid, dismal plight I’m in. 

Ly. Grumbling because we have not laid you 
out? 

Wait for three days, and then with dawn will come. 
All in good time, the third-day funeral rites. 

The MAGISTRATE Tuus off iTi kis grave-clothcs to 
complain of and exhibit the treatment he has 
received, lysistrata and her friends withdraw 
into the Acropolis. The two choruses remain 
without, and relieve the tedium of the siege with 
a little banter. 

M. Ch. This is not a time for slumber; 

now let all the bold and free. 
Strip to meet the great occasion, 

vindicate our rights with me. 

I can smell a deep, surprising 
Tide of Revolution rising. 

Odour as of folk devising 

Hippias’s tyranny. 

And I feel a dire misgiving, 
l-.est some false Laconians, meeting 

in the house of Cleisthenes, 
Have inspired these wretched women 

all our wealth and pay to seize, 
Pay from whence I get my living. 

Gods! to hear these shallow wenches 

taking citizens to task. 

Prattling ofa brassy buckler, 

jabbering of a martial casque! 
Gods! to think that they have ventured 

with Laconian men to deal, 

Menof just the faith and honour • i r n 

that a ravening wolf might leel! 
Plots they’re hatching, plots contriving, 

plots of rampant Tyranny; 

But o’er u$ they shan’t be Tyrants, 

no, for on my guard I U be, 


And I’ll dress my sword in myrtle, 

and with firm and dauntless hand, 
Here beside Aristogeiton resolutely take my stand, 
Marketing in arms beside him. 

This the time and this the place 
When my patriot arm must deal a 

—blow upon that woman’s face, 
W. Ch. Ah, your mother shall not know you, 

impudent ! when home you go. 
Strip, my sisters, strip for action, 

on the ground your garments throw. 
Right it is that I my slender 
Tribute to the state should render, 

I, who to her thoughtful tender 

care my happiest memories owe:^ 
Bore, at seven, the mystic casket; 

Was, at ten, our Lady’s miller; 

then the yellow Brauron bear; 
Next (a maiden tall and stately 

with a string of figs to wear) 
Bore in pomp the holy Basket. 

Well may such a gracious City 

all my filial duty claim. 
What though I was born a woman, 

comrades, count it not for blame 
If 1 bring the wiser counsels; 

I an equal share confer 
Towards the common stock of Athens, 

I contribute men to her. 

But the noble contribution, 

but the olden tribute-pay. 
Which your fathers’ fathers left you, 

relic of the Median fray. 
Dotards, ye have lost and wasted ! 

nothing in its stead ye bring. 
Nay ourselves ye’re like to ruin, 

spend and waste by blundering. 
Murmuring are ye? Let me hear you, 

only let me hear you speak. 
And from this unpolished slipper 

comes a~slap upon your cheek! 
M. Ch. Is not this an outrage sore ? 

And methinks it blows not o’er. 

But increases more and more. 

Come, my comrades, hale and hearty, 

on the ground your mantles throw, 
In the odour of their manhood 

men to meet the fight should go. 
Not in these ungodly wrappers 

swaddled up from top to toe. 
On, then on, my white-foot veterans, 

ye who thronged Leipsydrium’s height 
In the days when we were Men ! 

Shake this chill old Age from off you. 

Spread the wings of youth again. 

O these women ! give them once a 

handle howsoever small, 
And they’ll soon be nought behind us 

in the manliest feats of all. 

iThcy recite the duties of the four girls, between the 
ages of seven and eleven, chosen yearly to serve Athena. 
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Yea, they *11 build them fleets and navies 

and they’ll come across the sea, 
Come like Carian Artemisia, 

fighting in their ships with me. 
Or they’ll turn their first attention, 

haply, to equestrian fights. 
If they do, I know the issue, 

there’s an end of all the knights 1 
Well a woman sticks on horseback: 

look around you, see, behold. 
Where on Micon’s living frescoes 

fight the Amazons of old I 
Shall we let these wilful women, 

O my brothers, do the same? 
Rather first their necks we’ll rivet 

tightly in the pillory frame. 
He seizes the nec\ of stratyllis. 
W, Ch. If our smouldering fires ye wake. 

Soon our wildbeast wrath will break 
Out against you, and we’ll make. 

Make you howl to all your neighbours, 

currycombed, poor soul, and tanned. 
Throw aside your mantles, sisters, 

come, a firm determined band. 
In the odour of your wrathful 

snappish womanhood to stand. 
Who’ll come forth and fight me ? garlic, 

nevermore, nor beans for him. 
Nay, if one sour word ye say. 

I’ll be like the midwife beetle. 

Following till the eagle lay. 

Yea, for you and yours I reck not 

whilst my Lampito survives, 
And my noble, dear Ismenia, 

lovliest of the Theban wives. 
Keep decreeing seven times over, 

not a bit of good you’ll do. 
Wretch abhorred of all the people 

and of all our neighbours too. 
So that when in Hecate’s honour 

yesterday I sent to get 
From our neighbours in Boeotia 

such a dainty darling pet. 
Just a lovely, graceful, slender, 

white'fleshed eel divinely tender, 
Thanks to your decrees, confound them, 

one and all refused to send her. 
And you’ll never stop from making 

these absurd decrees I know. 
Till 1 catch your leg and toss you 

— Zeus-ha’-mercy, there you go! 
An interval of several days must here he supposed 
to elapse. The separation of the sexes has now 
become unsupportable to both parties, and the 
only question is which side will hold out the 
longest. The chorus of women are alarmed 
at seeing lysistrata come on the stage, and 
wal\ up and down with an anxious and trou- 
bled air. The first twelve lines of the dialogue 
which ensues are borrowed and burlesqued from 
Euripides. 

W. Ch. Illustrious leader of this bold emprize, 


What brings thee forth, with trouble in thine eyes? 
Ly. Vile women’s works: the feminine hearts they 
show: 

These make me pace, dejected, to and fro. 

W. Ch. O what! and O what! 

Ly. ’Tis true! ’tis true! 

W. Ch. O to your friends, great queen, the tale 
unfold. 

Ly. ’Tis sad to tell, and sore to leave untold. 

W. Ch. What, what has happened ? tell us, tell us 
quick. 

Ly. Aye, in one word. The girls are— husband- 
sick. 

PF.a.OZeusIZcuslOl 

Ly. Why call on Zeus ? the fact is surely so. 

I can no longer keep the minxes in. I 

They slip out everywhere. One I discovered 
Down by Pan’s grotto, burrowing through J|hc 
loophole: \ 

Another, wriggling down by crane and pulley: 

A third deserts outright: a fourth I dragged \ 

Back by the hair, yestreen, just as she started \ 

On sparrow’s back, straight for Orsilochus’s: ' 
They make all sorts of shifts to get away. 

A WOMAN is seen attempting to cross the stage. 

Hal here comes one, deserting. Hi there. Hi! 

Where are you off to ? 

ist Woman, {hurriedly) I must just run home. 

I left some fine Milesian wools about, 

I’m sure the moths are at them. 

Ly. Moths indeed! 

Get back. 

ist W. But really I’ll return directly, 

I only want to spread them on the couch. 

Ly. No spreadings out, no running home to-day, 
ist W. What! leave my wools to perish ? 

Ly. If need be. 

A SECOND WOMAN now attempts to cross the stage. 
2 nd W. O goodness gracious! O that lovely flax 
I left at home unhackTed ! 

Ly. Here’s another! 

She's stealing off to hackle flax forsooth. 

{to the SECOND woman) 

Come, come, get back. 

2 rui W. O yes, and so I will. 

I’ll comb it out and come again directly. 

Ly. Nay, nay, no combing: once begin with that 
And other girls are sure to want the same. 

Several women enter one after the other, 
yd W. O holy Eilefthyia, stay my labour 
Till I can reach some lawful travail-place. 

Ly. How now! 

yd W. My pains arc come. 

Ly. why, yesterday 

You were not pregnant. 
yd W. But to-day I am 

Quick, let me pass, Lysistrata, at once 
To find a midwife. 

Ly. What’s it all about ? 

What’s this hard lump ? 
yd W. That’s a male child, 

Ly. Notit. 
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It*s something made of brass, and hollow too. 

Come, come, out with it. O you silly woman. 

What! cuddling up the sacred helmet there 
And say you're pregnant ? 

3rd IV. Well, and so I am. 

Ly. What's this for then? 

3rd W. Why, if my pains o'ertake me 

In the Acropolis, I'd creep inside 
And sit and hatch there as the pigeons do. 

Ly. Nonsense and stuff : the thing's as plain as 
can be 

Stay and keep here the name-day of your— helmet. 
/[th W. But I can't sleep a single wink up here. 

So scared I was to see the holy serpent. 
tyth W. And I shall die for lack of rest, I know. 

With this perpetual hooting of the owls. 

Ly. O ladies, ladies, cease these tricks, I pray. 

Ye want your husbands. And do you suppose 
They don't want «j? Full wearisome, I know. 

Their nights without us. O bear up, dear friends. 

Be firm, be patient, yet one little while, 

For I've an oracle (here *tis) which says 
We're sure to conquer if wc hold together. 

5 Women. O read us what it says. 

Ly. Then all keep silence. 

*'S^n as the swallows are seen 

collecting and crouching together, 
Shunning the hoopoes' flight 

and keeping aloof from the Love-birds, 
Cometh a rest from ill, 

and Zeus the Lord of the Thunder 
Changeth the upper to under.” 

5 W. Preserve us, shall we be the upper ? 

Ly. “Nay, but if once they wrangle, 

and flutter away in dissension 
Out of the Temple of God, 

then all shall see and acknowledge. 
Never a bird of the air 

so perjured and frail as the swallow.” 
5 W. Wow, but that's plain enough 1 0 all ye Gods, 
Let us not falter in our efforts now. 

Come along in. O friends, O dearest friends, 

'Twere sin and shame to fail the oracle. 

WOMEN, with LYSisTRATA, Te-cnterthc Acrop' 
olis. The two choruses again indulge in an 
interchange of banter. The men begin. 

M. Ch. Now to tell a little story 
Fain, fain I grow. 

One I heard when quite an urchin 
Long, long ago. 

How that once 

All to shun the nuptial bed 

From his home Melanion fled. 

To the hills and deserts sped. 

Kept his dog, 

Wove his snares, 

Set his nets. 

Trapped his hares; 

Home he nevermore would go, 

He detested wonien so. 

We are of Melanion's mind, 

Wc detest the womankind. 
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May I, mother, kiss your cheek ? 

Then you won't require a leek. 

Hoist my leg, and kick you, so? 

Fie! what stalwart legs you show! 

Just such stalwart legs and strong. 

Just such stalwart legs as these. 

To the noble chiefs belong, 

Phormio and Myronidcs. 

It is now /Ae women's turn. The two systems are 
of course antistrophical. 

W. Ch. Now to tell a little story 
Fain, fain am I, 

To your tale about Melanion 
Take this reply. 

How that once 
Savage Timon, all forlorn. 

Dwelt amongst the prickly thorn 
Visage-shrouded, Fury-born. 

Dwelt alone. 

Far away. 

Cursing men 
Day by day; 

Never saw his home again. 

Kept aloof from haunts of ment 
Hating men of evil mind, 

Dear to all the womankind. 

W. Shall I give your cheek a blow ? 

M. No, 1 thank you, no, no, no! 

W. Hoist my foot and kick you too ? 

M. Fie! what vulgar feet I view. 

W. Vulgar feet I absurd, absurd. 

Don’t such foolish things repeat; 

Never were, upon my word. 

Tinier, tidier little feet. 

The two CHORUSES now retire into the bach^ 
ground; and there is again a short pause. Sud- 
denly the voice of ly si strata is heard calling 
eagerly to her friends. 

Ly. Ho, ladies! ladies! quick, this way, this way! 

1st W. O what's the matter and what means that 
cry 

Ly. A man ! a man ! I see a man approaching 
Wild with desire, beside himself with love. 

1st W. O lady of Cyprus, Paphos, and Cythera, 
Keep on, straight on, the way you arc going now! 
But where’s the man ? 

Ly. (pointing) Down there, by Chloc's chapel.^ 
1st W. O so he is; whoever can he be! 

Ly. Know you him, anyone ? 

My. O yes, my dear, 

I know him. That’s Cinesias, my husband. 

Ly. O then 'tis yours to roast and bother him well; 
Coaxing, yet coy : enticing, fooling him. 

Going all lengths, save what our Oath forbids. 

My. Ay, ay, trust me. 

Ly. And I’ll assist you, dear; 

I’ll take my station here, and help befool 
And roast our victim. All the rest, retire. 

The others withdraw^ leaving lysistrata al<me 
upon the wall, cinesias approaches underneath. 

iDemcter. 


the lysistrata 

Man. 
Woman. 
M. 

W. 
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Cinesias, O me! these pangs and paroxysms of love, 
Riving my heart, keen as a torturer’s wheel! 

Ly, Who’s this within the line of sentries ? 

Cl. I. 

Ly, A man? 

Cl. A man, no doubt. 

Ly. Then get you gone. 

Cl. Who bids me go ? 

Ly. I, guard on outpost duty. 

Cl. O call me out, I pray you, Myrrhina. 

Ly. Call you out Myrrhina ! And who are you ? 

Ci. Why, I’m her husband, I’m Cinesias. 

Ly. O welcome, welcome, dearest man; your 
name 

Is not unknown nor yet unhonoured here. 

Your wife for ever has it on her lips. 

She eats no egg, no apple, but she says 
“This to Cinesias!” 

Cl. O, good heaven! good heaven! 

Ly. She does, indeed : and if we ever chance 
To talk of men, she vows that all the rest 
Are veriest trash beside Cinesias. 

Cl. Ah! caliber out. 

Ly. And will you give me aught ? 

Ci. O yes. I’ll give you anything I’ve got. 

Gives money. 

Ly. Then I’ll go down and call her. 

Descends from the wall into the Acropolis. 
Ci. Pray be quick. 

I have no joy, no happiness in life. 

Since she, my darling, left me. When I enter 
My vacant home I weep; and all the world 
Seems desolate and bare: my very meals 
Give me no joy, now Myrrhina is gone. 

My. (within) Ay, ay, I love, I love him, but he 
won’t 

Be loved by me: call me not out to him. 

As she speahs^ she appears on the wall. 
Ci. What mean you, Myrrhina, my sweet, sweet 
love? 

Do, do come down. 

My. No, no, sir, not to you. 

Ci. What, won’t you when I call you, Myrrhina ? 
My. Why, though you call me, yet you want me 
not. 

Ci. Not want you, Myrrhina ! I*m dying for you. 
My. Good-bye. 

Ci. Nay, nay, but listen to the child 

At all events: speak to Mama, my child. 

Child. Mama! Mama! Mama! 

Ci. Have you no feeling, mother, for your child. 
Six days unwashed, unsuckled ? 

My. Ay, *tis I 

That feel for baby, *tis Papa neglects him. 

Ci. Come down and take him, then ? 

My, O what it is 

To De a mother! I must needs go down. 

She descends from the walU and four lines below 
reappears through the gate. While she is gone 
CINESIAS speaks. 

Ci, She looks, .methinks, more youthful than she 
did, 
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More gentle-loving, and more sweet by far. 

Her very airs, her petulant, saucy ways. 

They do but make me love her, love her more. 

My. O my sweet child, a naughty father’s child. 
Mama’s own darling, let me kiss you, pet. 

Ci. Why treat me thus, you baggage, letting others 
Lead you astray : making me miserable 
And yourself too? 

My. Hands off! don’t touch me, sir. 

Ci. And all our household treasures, yours and 
mine. 

Are gone to wrack and ruin. 

My. I don’t care. 

Ci. Not care, although the fowls are in the house 
Pulling your threads to pieces? 

My. ^ Not a bit. ; 

Ci. Nor though the sacred rites of wedded love 
Have been so long neglected ? won’t you conie ? 

My. No, no, I won’t, unless you stop the wai. 

And all make friends. 1 

Ci. Well, then, if such younwill, 

Wc’ll e’en do this. 

My. Well, then, if such your willi^ 

I’ll e’en come home: but now I’ve sworn I won’t. 

Ci. Come to my arms, do, after all this time ! 

My. No, no—and yet I won’t say I don’t love you. 
Ci. Y ou love me ? then come to my arms, my 
dearie! 

My. You silly fellow, and the baby here? 

Ci. O, not at all— (/o slave) here, take the baby 
home. 

There now : the baby’s gone out of the way ; 

Come to my arms! 

My. Good heavens, where, I ask you! 

Ci. Pan’s grotto will do nicely. 

My. Oh, indeed ! 

How shall I make me pure to ascend the Mount ? 

Ci. Easy enough : bathe in the Clepsydra. 

My. I’ve sworn an oath, and shall I break it, man ? 
Ci. On my head be it : never mind the oath. 

My. Well, let me bring a pallet. 

Ci. Not at all; 

The ground will do. 

My. What— one so much to me ? 

I swear I’ll never let you lie o’ the ground. 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

Ci. The woman loves me, plain enough, you see. 

MYRRHINA with pallet. 

My. There, lie down, do make haste; I’ll take my 
things off 

But wait a minute, I must find a mattress. 

Ci. Bother the mattress, not for me. 

My. Why yes, 

It’s nasty on the cords. 

Ci. Give me a kiss. 

My. There then. 

Ci. Smack, smack. Come back, look sharp about 
it. 

Exit MYRRHINA and returns with mattress. 
My. There now, lie down, see, I take off my 
things— 

But wait a minute— what about a pillow? 
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CL But I don’t want a pillow. 

My. I do, though. 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

CL A veritable feast of Barmecides! 

My. {returning with pillow) Up with your head, 
hop up! 

CL Fve all I want. 

My. What, alR 

CL Yes, all but you; come here, my precious! 
My. There goes the girdle. But remember now. 

You must not play me false about the peace. 

Ci. God damn me if 1 do ! 

My. Y ou have no rug. 

CL I want no rug, I want you in my arms. 

My. Oh, all right, you shall have me, Fll be quick. 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

Ci. She’ll be the death of me with all these bed- 
clothes! 

My. {Returning with rug) Up now! 

Ci. Fm up enough be sure of tlial. 

My. Some nice sweet ointment 
Ci. By Apollo, no! 

My. By Aphrodite, yes! say what you like. 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

CL Lord Zeus, I pray the ointment may be 
spilt! 

My. {returning with ointment) Put out your hand, 
take some, anoint yourself. 

Ci. I swear this stuff is anything but sweet. 

The brand is Wait-and-see, no marriage smell! 

My. How stupid ! here Fve brought the Rhodian 
kind. 

Ci. It’s good enough, my dear. 

My. Rubbish, good man! 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

Ci. Perdition take the man that first made 
ointment! 

My. {Returning with flaslO Here, take this flask. 

Ci. Fve all the flask I want. 

Come to my arms, you wretched creature you! 

No more things, please! 

My. I will, by Artemis. 

There go my shoes, at least. Now don’t forget, 
You’ll vote for peace, my dearest. 

Exit MYRRHINA. 

CL Oh, Fll see. 

The creature’s done for me, bamboozled me, 

Gone off and left me in this wretched state. 

What will become of me ? whom shall I fondle 
Robbed of the fairest fair ? 

Who will be ready this orphan to dandle? 

Where’s Cynalopex ? where ? 

Find me a nurse! 

M. Ch. She’s left you a curse. 

Oh Fm so sorry, O I grieve for ye, 

Tis more than a man can bear: 

Not a soul, not a loin, not a heart, not a groin. 

Can endure such pangs of despair. 

Ci. O Zeus, what pangs and throes I bear ! 

M. Ch. All this woe she has wrought you, she 
only, the 

Utterly hateful, the utterly vile. 
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H'. Ch. Not so; but the darling, the utterly sweet. 

Exit. 

M. Ch. Sweet, sweet, do you call her.? Vile, vile, 

I repeat. 

Zeus, send me a storm and a whirlwind, I pray. 

To whisk her away, like a bundle of hay. 

Up, up, to the infinite spaces, 

And toss lier and swirl her, and twisi her, and twirl 
her, 

Till, tattered and torn, to the earth she is borne. 

To be crushed— in my ardent embraces. 

Enter hfr^ld. 

Herald. Whaiir sail a body fm’ the .\thanian senate. 
Or the gran’ lairds ? I la’ gotten news to tell. 

Enter maoistrate. 

Ma. News have you, friend ? 

And what in the world are you? 
He. A heralt, billie! jist a Spartian hcralt, 

Ck)me, by the Twa’, anent a Peace, ye ken. 

Ma. Aiut so you come with a spear beneath your 
armpit! 

He. Na, na, not I. 

Ma. Why do you t urn away ? 

Why cast your cloak before you ? Is your groin 
A trifle swollen from the march ? 

He. by Castor 

This loon’s a rogue. 

Ma. Look at yourself, you brute! 

He. There’s naught amiss wi’ me, don’t play the fulc. 
Ma. Why then, what’s this? 

He. A Spartan letter-staff. 

Ma. (pointing to himself) 

Yes, if thish a Spartan letter-staff! 

Well, and how fare the Spartans? tell me that: 

And tell me truly, for I know the fact. 

He. They’re bad encugh, they canna weel be waur; 
They’re sair bested, Spartans, allies, an’ a’. 

Ma. And how and whence arose this trouble first? 
From Pan? 

He. Na, na, ’twer’ Lam pi to, I ween, 

First set it gangin’: then our hizzies, a’ 

Risin’ like rinners at anc signal word, 

Lou pit, an’ jibbed, an’ dang the men awa’. 

Ma. 1 low like ye that ? 

He. Och, we’re in waefu’ case. 

They stan’ abeigh, the lassies do, an’ vow 
They’ll no be couthic wi’ the laddies mair 
Till a’ mak’ Peace, and throughly en’ the War. 

Ma. This is a plot they have every w'here been 
hatching, 

These villainous women : now I see it all. 

Run home, my man, and bid your people send 
Envoys with absolute pow ers to treat for peace. 

And I will off with all the speed I can. 

And get our Council here to do the same. 

He. Nebbut, Fsc fly, ye rede me weel, Fm 
thinkin’. 

The HERALD leaves for Spartae; the magistrate 
returns to the Senate; and the two choruses 
now advance for a final skjrmish. 

M. Ch. There is nothing sc resistless 

as a woman in her ire, 
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She is wilder than a leopard, 

she is fiercer than a fire. 
W. Ch. And yet you’re so daft 

as with women to contend, 
When *tis in your power to win me 

and have me as a friend. 
M. Ch. rll never, never cease 

all women to detest. 
W, Ch. That’s as you please hereafter: 

meanwhile you’re all undressed. 
I really can’t allow it, 

you are getting quite a joke; 
Permit me to approach you 

and to put you on this cloak. 
M. Ch. Now that’s not so bad 

or unfriendly I declare; 

It was only from bad temper 

that I stripped myself so bare. 
W. Ch. There, now you look a man: 

and none will joke and jeer you: 
And if you weren’t so spiteful 

that no one can come near you. 
I’d have pulled out the insect 

that is sticking in your eye. 
M. Ch. Ay, that is what’s consuming me, 

that little biter -fly. 

Yes, scoop it out and show me, 

when you’ve got him safe away: 
The plaguy little brute, 

he’s been biting me all day. 
W.Ch. I’ll do it, sir. I’ll do it: 

but you’re a cross one, you. 

O Zeus ! here’s a monster 


I am pulling forth to view. 
Just look! don’t you think 

’tis a Tricorysian gnat ? 
M. Ch. And he’s been dig, dig, digging 

(so I thank you much for that) 
Till the water, now he’s gone, 

keeps running from my eye. 
W. Ch. But although you’ve been so naughty. 

I’ll come and wipe it dry. 

And I’ll kiss you. 

M. Ch. No, not kiss me! 

W. Ch. Will you, nill you, it must be. 

M. Ch. Get along, a murrain on you. 

Tcha! what coaxing rogues arc ye I 
That was quite a true opinion 

which a wise man gave about you. 
We can’t live with such tormentors, 

no, by Zeus, nor yet without you. 
Now we’ll make a faithful treaty, 

and for evermore agree, 

1 will do no harm to women, 

they shall do no harm to me. 
Join our forces, come along: 

one and all commence the song. 


Joita Chorus 

Not to objurgate and scold you, 

Not unpleasant truths to say. 

But with words and deeds of bounty 


Come we here to-day. 

Ah, enough of idle quarrels. 

Now attend, I pray. 

Now whoever wants some money, 

Minas two or minas three. 

Let them say so, man and woman. 

Let them come with me. 

Many purses, large and— empty. 

In my house they’ll sec. 

Only you must strictly promise. 

Only you indeed must say 
That whenever Peace rc-greet us. 

You will— not repay. 

Some Carystian friends are coming. 

Pleasant gentlemen, to dine; j 

And I’ve made some soup, and slaughtej’cd 
Such a lovely swine; 

Luscious meat ye’ll have and tender 
At this feast of mine. 

Come along, yourselves and children, 

Come to grace my board to-day ; 

Take an early bath, and deck you 
In your best array; 

Then walk in and ask no questions, 

Take the readiest way. 

Come along, like men of mettle; 

Come as though ’twere all for you: 

Come, you’ll find my only entrance 
Locked and bolted too. 

The LACONIAN AMBASSADORS UTc secti approochttig. 
Lo here from Sparta the envoys come: 

in a pitiful plight they are hobbling in. 
Heavily hangs each reverend beard ; 

heavily droops and trails from the chin. 
Laconian envoys! first I bid you welcome. 

And next I ask how goes the world with you ? 

LACONIAN AMBASSADORS. 

Laconian. I needna mony words to answer that! 
’Tis unco plain hoo the warld gangs wi’ us. 

Ch. Dear, dear, this trouble grows from bad to 
worse. 

Lac. ’Tis awfu’ bad: ’tis nae gude talkin’, cummer. 
We maun hac peace whatever gact we gang till’t. 

Ch. And here, good faith, I see our own Autoch- 
thons 

Bustling along. They seem in trouble too. 

TAclathenian ambassadors enter. 
Athenian. Can some good soul inform me where 
to find 

Lysistrata ? our men are {shrugging his shoulders) as 
you see. 

He perceives the laconian ambassadors. 
Ch. Sure, we are smitten with the same complaint. 
Say, don’t you get a fit i’ the early morning ? 

At. Why, we are all worn out with doing this: 

So Cleisthenes will have to serve our turn 
Unless we can procure a speedy peace. 

Ch. If you are wise, wrap up, unless you wish 
One of those Hermes-choppers to catch sight o’ you. 
At. Prudent advice, by Zeus. 
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Lae- Aye, by thcTwa; 

Gie us the clout to cover up oorsels. 

At, Aha, Laconians 1 a bad business this. 

Lac. ’Deed is it, lovey ; though it grow nae waur. 
Gin they see us too all agog like this. 

At. Well, well, Laconians, come to facts at once. 
What brings you here ? 

Lac. We’re envoys sent to claver 

Anent a Peace. 

At. Ah, just the same as we. 

Then let’s call out Lysistrata at once. 

There’s none but she can make us friends again. 

Lac. Ay, by the Twa, ca’ oot Lysistrata. 

At. Nay, here she is! no need, it seems, to call. 

She heard your voices, and she comes uncalled. 

LYSISTRATA comcs foTward attended hy her hand- 
maid RECONCILIATION. 

Ch. O Lady, noblest and best of all I 

arise, arise, and thyself reveal. 
Gentle, severe, attractive, harsh, 

well skilled with all our complaints to deal, 
The first and foremost of Hellas come, 

they arc caught by the charm of thy spell-drawn 
wheel. 

They come to Thee to adjust their claims, 

disputes to settle, and strifes to heal. 
Ly. And no such mighty matter, if you take them 
In Love’s first passjon, still unsatisfied, 
ril try them now. Go, Reconciliation^ 

Bring those Laconians hither, not with rude 
Ungenial harshness hurrying them along. 

Not in the awkward style our husbands used, 

But with all tact, as only women can. 

So; so: now bring me those Athenians too. 

Now then, Laconians, stand beside me here. 

And you stand there, and listen to my words. 

I am a woman, but 1 don’t lack sense; 

Tin of myself not badly off for brains. 

And often listening to my father’s words 
And old men’s talk. I’ve not been badly schooled. 
And now, dear friends, I wish to chide you both, 
7’hat ye, all of one blood, all brethren sprinkling 
The selfsame altars from the selfsame laver. 

At Pylae, Pytho, and Olympia, ay 

And many others which ’twcrc long to name. 

That ye, Hellenes— with barbarian foes 
Armed, looking on— fight and destroy HellenesI 
So far one reprimand includes you both. 

At. And I, I’m dying all for love, sweetheart. 

Ly. And ye, Laconians, for I’ll turn to you. 

Do ye not mind how Pericleidas came, 

(His coat was scarlet but his cheeks were white). 
And sat a suppliant at Athenian altars 
And begged for help ? *Twas when Mcsscnc pressed 
Weighing you’down, and God’s great earthquake too. 
And Cimon went, Athenian Cimon went 
With his four thousand men, and saved your State. 
And ye, whom Athens aided, now in turn 
Ravage the land which erst befriended you. 

At. Tore Zeus they’re wrong, they’re wrong, 
Lysistrata. 

Lac. O ay, wc’rc wrang, but she’s a braw ane, she. 


Ly. And you, .Athenians, think ye that I mean 
To let You off? Do ye not mind, when ye 
Wore skirts of hide, how these Laconians came 
And stood beside you in the fight alone. 

And slew full many a stout I’hessalian trooper. 

Full many of Hippias’s friends and helpers. 

And freed the State, and gave your people back 
The civic mantle for the servile skirt ? 

Lac. Dangcd, an’ there ever waur a bonnier lassie I 
At. Hanged if I ever saw so sweet a creature! 

Ly. Such friends aforetime, helping each the other. 
What IS it makes you fight and bicker now ? 

Why can’t ye come to terms? Why can’t ye, hey ? 
Lac. Troth an’ we’re willin’, gin they gie us back 
Yon girdled neuk. 

At. What’s that? 

Lac. Pylus, ve ninny, 

Whilk we’ve been aye langin’ an* graipin’ for. 

At. No, by Poseidon, but you won’t get that. 

Ly. O let them have it, man. 

At. How can we stir 

Without it ? 

Ly. Ask for something else instead. 

At. Hum I haw ! lei ’s see ; suppose they give us back 
Echinus first, then the full-bosomed gulf 
Of Melis, then the straight Megaric limbs. 

Lac. Eh, mon, ye’re daft; ye’ll nohae everything. 
Ly. O let it be: don’t wrangle about the limbs. 

At. rfccks. I’d like to strip, and plough my field. 
Lac. An’ 1 to bring the midden, by the Twa, 

Ly. All this ye’ll do, when once ye come to terms. 
So if ye would, go and consult together 
And talk it over, each with your allies. 

At. Allies, says she ! Now my good soul consider : 
What do they want, what can they want, but this. 
Their wives again ? 

Lac. The fient anithcr wiss 

Ha’ mine, I ween. 

At. Nor my Carystians ei ther . 

Ly. O that is well: so purify yourselves; 

And in the Acropolis we’ll feast you all 
On what our cupboards still retain in store. 

There, each to other, plight your oath and troth. 
Then every man receive his wife again. 

And hie off homeward. 

j4t. That we will, and quickly. 

Lac. Gac on: we’sc follow. 

At. Ay, as quick as quick. 

LYSISTRATA and the ambassadors go in. 


Chorus 


Gorgeous robes and golden trinkets. 
Shawls and mantles rich and rare, 

I will lend to all who need them. 
Lend for youths to wear. 

Or if any comrade’s daughter 
Would the Basket bear. 

One and all I here invite you, 


Frceb 


Nought is sealed so well, but boldly 
Ye the seals may break, 

And of all that lurks behind them, 


597 



I20I-I244 

Quick partition make. 

Only, if you lind the treasures, 

Only, if the stores you spy. 

You must have, I tell you plainly, 

Keener sight than 1 . 

Is there 2Lny man among you. 

With a lot of children small. 

With a crowd of hungry servants, 

Starving in his hall ? 

I have wheat to spare in plenty, 

I will feed them all. 

Loaves, a quart apiece. Til give them, 

Come along, whoever will. 

Bring your bags, and bring your wallets 
For my slave to fill; 

Manes, hc*s the boy to pack them 
Tight and tighter still. 

Only you must keep your distance, 

Only you must needs take care, 

Only—don’t approach my doorway, 

Ware the watch-dog, ware! 

Some IDLERS come in from the mar/(et-place, and 
attempt to enter the house in which the ambas- 
sadors are feasting, 
ist Idler. Open the door there, ho! 

Porter. Be off, you rascal! 

ist Id. What, won’t you stir ? I’ve half a mind to 
roast you 

All with this torch. No, that’s a vulgar trick. 

I won’t do that. Still if the audience wish it. 

To please their tastes we’ll undertake the task. 

2nd Id. And wc, with you, will undertake the task. 
Po. Hang you, be off! what are you at ? you’ll 
catch it. 

Come, come, begone; that these Laconians here. 

The banquet ended, may depart in peace. 

The banqueters begin to come out, 
ist At, Well, if I ever saw a feast like this! 

What cheery fellows those Laconians were. 

And we were wondrous witty in our cups. 

2nd At. Ay,.ay, ’tis when we’re sober, we’re so daft. 
Now if the State would take a friend’s advice, 
’Twould make its envoys always all get drunk. 

When we go dry to Sparta, all our aim 
Is just to see what mischief we can do. 

We don’t hear aught they say ; and we infer 
A heap of things they never said at all. 

Then we bring home all sorts of differing tales. 

Now everything gives pleasure: if a man. 

When he should sing Cleitagora, strike up 
With Telamon’s song, we’d clap him on the back, 
And say ’twas excellent; ay, and swear it too. 

The IDLERS again approach, 
Po. W’hy, bless the fellows, here they come again. 
Crowding along. Be off, you scoundrels, will you ? 
ist Id, By Zeus, we must : the guests are coming out. 

The AMBASSADORS comc out from the banquet. 
Lac. O iovey mine, tak’ up the pipes an’ blaw. 

An* I’sc jist dance an’ sing a canty sang 
Anent the Athaniansan’ our ainsells too. 
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At. Ay, by the Powers, take up the pipes and blow. 
£h, but I dearly love to see you dance. 

Lac, Stir, Memory, stir the chiels 
Wi’ that auld sang o’ thine, 

Whilk kens what wc an’ Attics did 
In the gran’ fechts lang sync. 

At Artemisium They 
A’ resolute an* strang 
Rushed daurly to the fray. 

Hurtlin’ like Gudes amang 
The timmered ships, an’ put the Medes to rout. 

An’ Us Leonidas led out 
Like gruesome boars, I ween. 

Whet tin’ our tuskies keen. j 

Muckle around the chaps was the white freath 
gleamin’, 

Muckle adoon the legs was the white freath 
streamin’. 

For a’ unnumbered as the sands \ 
Were they, thae Persian bands. 

O Artemis, the pure, the chaste. 

The virgin Quellcr o’ the bcasties, 

O come wi’ power an' come wi’ haste. 

An’ come to join our friendly fcastics. 
Come wi’ thy stoutest tether. 

To knit our sauls thegither. 

An’ gie us Peace in store, 

An’ Luve for evermore. 

Far hence, far hence depart 
The Uxl’s dcccitfu’ heart! 

O virgin huntress, pure an* chaste, 

O come wi’ power, an* come wi’ haste. 

Ly, There, all is settled, all arranged at last. 

Now, take your ladies; you, Laconians, those. 

And you, take these; then standing side by side. 
Each by his partner, lead your dances out 
In grateful honour to the Gods, and O 
Be sure you nevermore offend again. 

Ch, Now for the C chorus, the Graces, the min- 
strelsy. 

C^ll upon Artemis, queen of the glade ; 

Call on her brother, the Lord of festivity. 
Holy and gentle one, mighty to aid. 

Call upon Bacchus, afire with his Macnades; 
Call upon Zeus, in the lightning arrayed; 
Call on his queen, ever blessed, adorable; 
Call on the holy, infallible Witnesses, 

Call them to witness the peace and the har- 
mony. 

This which divine Aphrodite has made. 
Allala! Lallala I Lallala, Lallala! 

Whoop for victory, Lallalalae! 

Evoi! Evoi! Lallala, Lallala! 

Evae! Evac! Lallalalae. 

Our excellent new song is done; 

Do you, Laconian, give us one. 
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Lac. Leave Taygety, an’ quickly 
Hither, Muse Laconian, come. 
Hymn the Gude o* braw Amyclae, 
Hymn Athana, Brassin-domc. 

Hymn the Tyndarids, forever 
Sportin’ by Eurotas river. 

Noo then, noo the step begin. 
Twirlin’ licht the fleecy skin; 

Sae we’se join our blithesome voices, 
Praisin’ Sparta, loud an’ lang, 

Sparta wha of auld rejoices 
In the Choral dance an* sang. 

O to watch her bonnic dochters 
Sport alang Eurotas’ waters! 


Winsome feet forever plyin’, 

Fleet as fillies, wild an’ gay, 
Winsome tresses tossin’, flyin’, 

As o’ Bacchanals at play. 

1 .eda’s dochter, on before us, 

Pure an* sprety, guides the Chorus. 
Onward go, 

Whilst your eager hand represses 
A’ the glory o’ your tresses; 

Whilst your eager foot is springin’ 
Like the roc; 

Whilst your eager voice is singin’ 
Piaisc to Her in might cxcellin’ 
Goddess o* the Brassin Dwellin’. 
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THE THESMOPHORIAZUSAE 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Mnesilochus 

Euripides 

A Servant of Agathon 

Agathon 

Crieress 

Women 

Two elderly men are discovered, when the Play 
opens, pacing along an Athenian street. In one, 
both by his gait and by his language, we at once 
recognize a Philosopher and a Genius. His 
companion is a garrulous and cheery old man, 
evidently tired out by a long promenade. They 
prove to be the poet euripides, and mnesilo- 
chus, his connexion by marriage, in the transla- 
tion inaccurately styled his cousin. The latter is 
the first to speal{. 

Mnesilochus. Zeus! is the swallow never going to 
come ? 

Tramped up and down since daybreak! I can’t 
stand it. 

Might I, before my wind’s entirely gone. 

Ask where you’re taking me, Euripides? 

Euripides. You’re not to hear the things which 
face to face 
You’re going to see. 

Mn. What! Please say that again. 

I’m not to hear ? 

Eu, The things which you shall see. 

Mn. And not to sec ? 

Eu. The things which you shall hear. 

Mn. A pleasant jest! a mighty pleasant jest! 

I’m not to hear or see at all, I see. 

Eu. {in high philosophic rhapsody) 

To hear! to sec! full different things, I ween; 

Yea verily, generically diverse. 

What’s “diverse”? 

Eu. I will explicate my meaning. 

When Ether first was mapped and parcelled out, 
And living creatures breathed and moved in her, 
She, to give sight, implanted in their heads 
The Eye, a mimic circlet of the Sun, 

And bored the funnel of the Ear, to hear with. 

Mn. Did she\ That’s why I’m not to hear or seel 
I’m very glad to get that information ! 

O, what a thing it is to talk with Poets! 

Eu. Much of such knowledge I shall give you, 

Mn. {involuntarily) OI 

Then p’raps (excuse me) you will tell me how 
Not to be lame to-morrow, after this. 

Come h«c and listen. 


Cleisthenes 
Critylla 
A Policeman 
A Scythian 
Echo 

Chorus of Thesmophoriazusae 

Mn. {courteously) Certainly I will, j 

Eu. See you that wicket ? I 

Mn. Why, by Heracles, 

Of course I do. \ 

Eu. Be still. \ 

Mn. Be still the wicket ? \ 

Eu. And most attentive. \ 

Mn. Still attentive wicket ? 

Eu. There dwells, observe, the famous Agathon, 
The Tragic Poet. 

Mn. {considering) Agathon. Don’t know him. 
Eu. He is that Agathon — 

Mn. {interrupting Dark, brawny fellow ? 

Eu. O no, quite different; don’t you know him 
really ? 

Mn. Big-whiskered fellow ? 

Eu. Don’t you know him really ? 

Mn. No. {Things again) No, I don’t; at least I 
don’t remember. 

Eu. {severely) I fear there’s much you don’t 
remember, sir. 

But step aside: I see his servant coming. 

See, he has myrtles and a pan of coals 
To pray, methinks, for favourable rhymes. 

The two retire into the bachjground. Agathon' s 
SERVANT enters from the house. 

Servant. All people be still ! 

Allow not a word from your lips to be heard. 

For the Muses arc here, and are making their odes 
In my Master’s abodes. 

Let Ether be lulled, and forgetful to blow. 

And the blue sea- waves, let them cease to flow, 

And be noiseless. 

Mn. Fudge! " 

Eu. Hush, hush, if you please. 

Se. Sleep, birds of the air, with your pinions at ease ; 
Sleep, beasts of the field, with en tranquillized feet; 
Sleep, sleep, and be still. 

Mn. Fudge, fudge, I repeat. 

Se. For the soft and the terse professor of verse. 
Our Agathon now is about to — 

Mn. {scandalized) No, no! 

Se. What’s that ? 

Mn. ’Twas the ether, forgetting to blow! 

Se. {beginning pettishly, but soon falling bacl^ into 
his former tone) 
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1 was going to say he is going to lay 
The stocks and the scaffolds for building a play. 

And neatly he hews them, and sweetly he glues 
them, 

And a proverb he takes, and an epithet makes, 

And he moulds a most waxen and delicate song, 

And he tunnels, and funnels, and— 

Mn. Does what is wrong. 

Se, What clown have we here, so close to our 
caves? 

Mn, Why, one who will take you and him, by your 
leaves. 

Both you and your terse professor of verse. 

And with blows and with knocks set you both on 
the stocks. 

And tunnel and funnel, and pummel, and worse. 

Se, Old man, you must have been a rare pert 
youngster. 

Eu, O, heed not him; but quickly call me out 
Your master Agathon; do pray make haste. 

Se. No need of prayer : he’s coming forth 
directly. 

He’s moulding odes; and in the cold hard winter 
He cannot turn, and twist, and shape his strophes 
Until they are warmed and softened in the sun. 

The SERVANT goes bac\ into the house. 
Mn. And what am I to do ? 

Eu, You’re to keep quiet. 

O Zeusl the Hour is come, and so’s the Man! 

Mn. O, what’s the matter ? what disturbs you so ? 

O, tell me what: I really want to know. 

Come, I’m your cousin ; won’t you tell your cousin ? 

Eu. There’s a great danger brewing for my life. 

Mn. O, tell your cousin what. 

Eu. This hour decides 

Whether Euripides shall live or die. 

Mn. Why, how is that ? There’s no tribunal sitting. 

No Court, no Council, will be held to-day, 

’Tis the Mid-Fast, the third Home-Festival. 

Eu. It is! it is! I wish enough it wasn’t. 

For on this day the womankind have sworn 
To hold a great assembly, to discuss 
How best to serve me out. ' 

Mn. Good gracious! Why? 

Eu. {with the mild surprise of injured innocence) 
Because, they say, I write lampoons upon them. 

Mn. Zeus and Poseidon! they may well say that. 

But tell your cousin what you mean to do. 

Eu. I want to get the poet Agathon 
To go among them. 

Mn. Tell your cousin why. 

Eu. To mingle in the Assembly, perhaps to speak 
On my behalL 

Mn. What, openly, do you mean ? 

Eu. O no, disguised : dressed up in women’s 
clothes. 

Mn. A bright idea that, and worthy you: 

For in all craftiness we take the cake. 

By a contrivance very common in ancient theatres., 
a portion of agathon’s house is here wheeled 
forward^ turning on a pivot., so as to disclose 
the interior of an apartment. The poet is dis- 
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covered^ surrounded by the most effendnate 
luxuries., and in the act of writing a tragic play. 
He has just composed^ and is now about to 
recite, a little lyrical dialogue between his 
Chorus and one of his actors. 

Eu. O, hush! 

Mn. What now? 

Here’s Agathon himself. 

Mn. Where? Which? 

liw- Why there: the man in the machine. 

Mn. O dear, what ails me ? Am 1 growing blind ? 

I sec Cyrene; but I sec no man. 

Eu. Do, pray, he silent; he’s just going to sing. 

agathon now gives a fantastic little trill. 

Mn. Is it ‘the Pathway of the Ants,” or what ? 

AGATHON now swgs his little dialogue in a soft 
womanly voice and with pretty, geminate ges- 
tures. 

Agathon. {As actor) Move ye slowly, with the holy 
Torchlight dear to Awful Shades, 

Singing sweetly, dancing fcatly. 

Yes, and neatly, freeborn maids. 

{As Chorus) Whose the song of festal praise? 

Only tell us, we are zealous 
Evermore our hymns to raise. 

{As actor) Sing of Leto, sing of Thee too. 

Archer of the golden how. 

Bright Apollo, in the hollow 
Glades where Ilian rivers flow. 

Building buildings, long ago. 

{As Chorus) Raise the music, softly swelling 
To the fame of Leto’s name. 

To the God in song excelling, 

Brightest he, of all there be. 

Giving gifts of minstrelsy. 

{As actor) Sing the maiden, quiver-laden, 

From the woodland oaks emerging. 

Haunted shades of mountain glades, 

Artemis, the ever Virgin. 

{As Chorus) Wc rejoice, heart and voice. 

Hymning, praising, gently phrasing. 

Her, the maiden quiver-laden. 

{As actor) Soft pulsation of the Asian 
Lyre, to which the dancers go. 

When the high and holy Graces 
Weave their swiftly whirling paces, 

Phrygian measure, to and fro. 

{As Chorus) Lyre Elysian, heavenly vision, 

When thy witching tones arise. 

Comes the light of joy and gladness 
Flashing from immortal eyes. 

Eyes will glisten, ears will listen. 

When our manful numbers ring. 

Mighty master, Son of Leto, 

Thine the glory, Thou the King. 

MNF..SILOCIIUS utters a cry of delight. 

Mn. Wonderful! Wonderful! 

How sweet, how soft, how ravishing the strain I 

What melting words! and as I heard them sung. 

Ye amorous Powers, there crept upon my soul 

A pleasant, dreamy, rapturous titillation. 

And now, dear youth, for I would question thee 
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And sift thee with the words of Aeschylus, 

Whence art thou, what thy country, what thy garb? 
Why all this wondrous medley ? Lyre and silks, 

A minstrel’s lute, a maiden’s netted hair, 

Girdle and wrestler’s oil! a strange conjunction. 
How comes a sword beside a lcx)king-glass ? 

What art thou, man or woman ? If a man, 

Where are his clothes ? his red Laconian shoes ? 

If woman, ’tis not like a woman’s shape. 

What art thou, speak; or if thou tell me not. 

Myself must guess thy gender from thy song. 
yig. Old man, old man, my ears receive the words 
Of your tongue’s utterance, yet I heed them not. 

I choose my dress to suit my poesy. 

A poet, sir, must needs adapt his ways 
To the high thoughts which animate his soul. 

And when he sings of women, he assumes 
A woman’s garb, and dons a woman’s habits. 

Mn, {aside to euripides) When you wTote 
Phaedra, did you take her habits? 

Ag. But when he sings of men, his whole appear- 
ance 

Conforms to man. What nature gives us not, 

The human soul aspires to imitate. 

Mn. {as before) Zounds, if I’d seen you w hen you 
wrote the Satyrs! 

Ag. Besides, a poet never should be rough, 

Or harsh, or rugged. Witness to my words 
Anacreon, Alcaeus, Ibycus, 

Who when they filtered and diluted song. 

Wore soft Ionian manners and attire. 

And Plirynichus, perhaps you have seen him, sir. 
How fair he was, and beautifully dressed; 

Therefore his plays were beautifully fair. 

For as the Worker, so the Work will be. 

Mn. Then that is why harsh Philocles writes 
harshly, 

And that is why vile Xenocles writes vilely, 

And cold Theognis writes such frigid plays, 

Ag. Yes, that is why. And I perceiving this 
Made myself womanlike. 

Mn. My gcxxlncss, how? 

Eu. O, stop that yapping: in my youthful days 
I too was such another one as he. 

Mn. Good gracious! I don’t envy you your school- 
ing. 

Eu. {sharply) Pray, let us come to business, sir. 

Mn. Say on. 

Eu. A wise man, Agathon, compacts his words. 
And many thoughts compresses into few. 

So, I in my extremity am come 
To ask a favour of you. 

Ag. Tell me what. 

Eu. The womankind at their Home-feast to-day 
Arc going to pay me out for my lampoons. 

Ag. That’s bad indeed, but how can I assist you ? 
Eu. Why, every way. If you’ll disguise yourself. 
And sit among them like a woman born. 

And plead my cause, you’ll surely get me off. 
There’s none but you to whom I dare entrust it. 

Ag. Why don’t you go yourself, and plead your 
cause? 
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Eu. I’ll tell you why. They know me well by 
sight; 

And lam grey, you see, and bearded too. 

But you’ve a baby face, a treble voire, 

A fair complexion, pretty, smcxjth, and soft. 

Ag. Euripides! 

Eu. Yes. 

Ag. Wasn’t it you who wrote 

“You value life; do you think your father 
doesn’t ?’’ 

Eu. It was: what then ? 

Ag. Expect not me to bear 

Your burdens; that were foolishness indeed. 

Each man must bear his sorrows for himself. 

And troubles, when they come, must needs be met 
By manful acts, and not by shifty tricks. 

Mn. Aye, tAielor you, your wicked ways ar^ 
shown 

By sinful acts, and not by words alone. 
iiu. But tell me really why you fear to go. 

Ag. I’hey’d serve me worse than you. \ 

Eu. How so ? 

Ag. How so ? 

I’m too much like a woman, and they’d think 
That I was come to poach on their preserves. 

Mn. Well, I must say that’s not a bad excuse. 

Eu. Then won’t you really help? 

Ag. I really won’t. 

Eu. Thrice luckless I! Euripides is done for! 

Mn. O friend! O cousin! don’t lose heart like this. 
Eu, Whatever can I do ? 

Mn. Bid go hang! 

Sec here am I ; deal with me as you please. 

Eu. {sfri^ifig while the iron is hot) 

Well, if you’ll really give yourself to me. 

First throw aside this ovcrcloak. 

Mn. ’'fis done. 

But how are you going to treat me? 

Eu. Shave you here. 

And singe you down below. 

Mn. {magnanimously) Well, do your worst; 

I’ve said you may, and I’ll go through with it. 

Eu. You’ve always, Agathon, got a razor handy; 
I^nd us one, will you ? 

Ag. Take one for yourself 

Out of the razor-case. 

Eu. Obliging youth! 

(To MNLSiLocHus) Now sit you down (mnesilo- 
CHUs seats himself in a chair) ^ and puff your 
right cheek ouu 
Mn. Oh! 

Eu. W’hat’s the matter? Shut your mouth, or else 
I’ll clap a gag in. 

Mn. Lackalackaday! 

He jumps up^ and runs away. 
Eu. Where are you fleeing ? 

Mn. To sanctuary I. 

Shall I sit quiet to be hacked like that? 

Demeter, no! 

Eu. Think how absurd you’ll look, 

With one cheek shaven, and the other not. 

Mn. {doggedly) Well, I don’t care. 
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r t O, by the Gods, come back. 
Pray don’t forsake me, 

Mn. Miserable me! 

He results his seat.^mwiTt^s goes on with the shaving. 
Eu. Sit steady; raise your chin; don’t wriggle so. 
Un. (wincing) O tchi, tchi, tchi! 

There, there, it’s over now. 
Mn. And I’m, worse luck, a Rifled Volunteer. 

Eu. Well, never mind; you’re looking beautiful. 
Glance in this mirror. 

Well then, hand it here. 

Eu. What see you there? 

Mn. {in disgust) Not me, but Clcisthcnes. 

Eu. Get up: bend forward. I’ve to singe you now. 
Mn. O me, you’ll scald me like a sucking-pig. 

Eu. Someone within there, bring me out a torch. 
Now then, stoop forward: gently; mind yourself. 
Mn. I’ll see to that. Hey! I’ve caught fire there. 
Hey! 

O, water! water! neighbours, bring your buckets. 
Fire! Fire! I tell you; I’m on fire, I am! 

Eu. There, it’s all right. 

Mn. All right, when I’m a cinder? 

Eu. Well, well, the worst is over; ’tis indeed. 

It won’t pain now. 

Mn. Faugh, here’s a smell of burning! 

Drat it. I’m roasted all about the stern. 

Eu. Nay, heed it not. I’ll have it sponged directly. 
Mn. I’d like to catch a fellow sponging me. 

Eu. 'Though you begrudge your active personal 
aid. 

Yet, Agathon, you won’t refuse to lend us 
A dress and sash: you can’t deny you’ve got them. 
Ag. Take them, and welcome. 1 begrudge them 
not. 

Mn What’s first to do ? 

Eu. Put on this yellow silk. 

Mn liy Aphrodite, but ’tis wondrous nice. 

Eu. Gird it up tighter. 

Mn. Where’s the girdle ? 

Eu. Here. 

Mn. Make it sit neatly there about the legs. 

Eu. Now for a snood and hair-net. 

Ag. Will this do? 

It’s quite a natty hairdress; it’s my nightcap. 

Eu. The very thing: i’faitli, the very thing. 

Mn. Docs it look well? 

Eu. Zeus! I should think it did! 

Now lor a mantle. 

Ag. Take one from the couch. 

Eu. A pair of woman’s shoes. 

Ag. Well, here are mine. 

Mn. Do they look well ? 

Eu. They arc loose enough, I trow. 

Ag. You see to that; I’ve lent you all you need. 
Will someone kindly wheel me in again ? 

Agathon' s apartment., with aoathon in it, is 
wheeled bac^ into the house; euripides and 
mnesilochus are left standing on the stage. 
EURIPIDES turns mnesilochus round, and 
surveys him with complacency. 

Eu. There then, the man’s a regular woman now. 
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At least to look at; and if you’ve to speak. 

Put on a feminine mincing voice. 

Mn. {in a shrill treble) I’ll try, 

Eu. And now begone, and prosper. 

Wait a bit. 

Not till you’ve sworn — 

Eu. Sworn what ? 

That if I get 

In any scrape, you’ll surely see me through. 

Eu. I .swear by Fthcr, Zeus’s dwelling-place. 

Mn. As well by vile Hippocrates’s cabin. 

Eu. Well, then, 1 swear by every blessed God. 

Mn. And please remember ’twas your wrWthat 
swore, 

Not your tongue only; please remember that. 

Ihe bacl^ground of the scene opens and a large 
building is pushed forward upon the stage, rep- 
resenting the Thesmophorium or Temple of the 
Home-givers. The Athenian ladies, who form 
the CHORUS of the Play, are seen, a few lines 
later, thronging into the orchestra, to assist in 
the solemnities of the festival, and to taf^e part 
in the .4ssemhly they are about to hold. The air 
above them is thicl{ with the smol(e. of the 
torches they are hearing in their hands, i-.uripi- 
DLs thinl^s It tune to mal;e himself scarce, mn i;s- 
iLfJCHus assumes the fussy airs and treble voice 
of an Athenian matron, tailing to an imaginary 
maid servant. 

Eu. O, get you gone: for there’s the signal hoisted 
Over the 'Temple; they arc as.scmbhng now. 

I think I’ll leave you. 

Mn. Thratta, come along. 

O 7’hraiia, Thratta, here’s a lot of women 
Coming up here! O, what a flare of torches! 

O sweet I'wain-goddcsscs, vouchsafe me now 
A pleasant day, and ckc a safe return. 

Set down the basket, 'Thratta; give me out 
The sacred cake to offer to the Twain. 

O dread Dcmetcr, high unearthly one, 

O Persephassa, grant your votaress grace 
T’o join in many festivals like this. 

Or it not so, at least c.scape this once. 

And may my daughter, by your leaves, pick up 
A wealthy husband, and a fool to bool; 

And little Bull-calf have his share of brains. 

Now, then, 1 wonder which is the best place 
To hear the speeches? 'Thratta, you may go. 

The officials now takp their places, and the As- 
sembly at once begins. 

These are not things for servant-girls to hear. 

Crieress. Worldly clamour 
Pass away 1 
Silence, Silence, 

While wc pray; 

To the Twain, the Home-bestowers, 

Holy Parent, holy Daughter, 

And to Wealth, and Heavenly Beauty, 

And to Karth the fosier-mother, 

And to Hermes and the Graces, 

That they to this important high debate 
Grant favour and success. 
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Making it useful to the Athenian State, 

And to ourselves no less. 

And O, that she who counsels best to-day 
About the Athenian nation, 

And our own commonwealth of women, may 
Succeed by acclamation. 

These things we pray, and blessings on our cause. 
Sing Paean, Paean, hoi with merry loud applause. 
Chorus, We in thy prayers combine. 

And we trust the Powers Divine 
Will on these their suppliants smile, 

Both Zeus the high and awful. 

And the golden-lyred Apollo 
From the holy Delian isle. 

And thou, our Mighty Maiden, 

Lance of gold, and eye of blue. 

Of the God-contested city. 

Help us too: 

And the many-named, the Huntress. 
Gold-fronted Leto’s daughter; 

And the dread Poseidon ruling 
Over Ocean’s stormy water ; 

Come from the deep where fishes 
Swarm, and the whirlwinds rave; 

And the Oreads of the mountain. 

And the Nereids of the wave. 

Let the Golden Harp sound o’er us 
And the Gods with favour crown 
This Parliament of Women, 

The free and noble matrons 
Of the old Athenian town. 

Cr. OyesIOyesl 

Pray ye the Olympian Gods— and Goddesses, 
And all the Pythian Gods—and Goddesses, 

And all the Delian Gods—and Goddesses, 

And all the other Gods—and Goddesses, 

Whoso is disaffected, ill-disposed 
Towards this commonwealth of womankind. 

Or with Euripides, or with the Medes 
Deals to the common hurt of womankind. 

Or aims at tyranny, or fain would brine 
The Tyrant back; or dares betray a wife 
For palming off a baby as her own ; 

Or tells her niaster tales against her mistress; 

Or does not bear a message faithfully; 

Or, being a suitor, makes a vow, and then 
Fails to perform; or, being a rich old woman. 
Hires for herself a lover with her wealth ; 

Or, being a girl, takes gifts and cheats the giver; 
Or, being a trading man or trading woman, 

Gives us short measure in our drinking-cups; 
Perish that man, himself and all his house; 

But pray the Gods—and Goddesses— to order 
To all the women always all things well. 

Ch. We also pray. 

And trust it may 
Be done as thou premisest. 

And hope that they 
Will win the day 
Whose words are best and wisest. 

But they who fiin 
Would ^eat for ggin. 
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Their solemn oaths forgetting. 

Our ancient laws 
And noble cause 
And mystic rites upsetting; 

Who plot for greed. 

Who call the Mede 
With secret invitation, 

I say that these 
The Gods displease. 

And wrong the Athenian nation. 

O ^us most high 
In earth and sky. 

All-powerful, all-commanding. 

We pray to Thee, 

Weak women we. 

But help us notwithstanding. 

O. O yesi d yes ! The Women’s Council-fioard 
Hath thus enacted (moved by Sostrata, ' 
President Timoclcia, clerk Lysilla), 

To hold a morning Parliament to-day 
When women most have leisure; to discuss 
What shall be done about Euripides, \ 

How best to serve him out; for that he’s guilt^, 

We all admit. Who will address the meeting ? 
ist. Woman, I wish to, I. 

Cr, Put on this chaplet first. 

Order! Order! Silence, ladies, if you please. 

She’s learnt the trick; she hems and haws; 

she coughs in preparation; 
I know the signs; my soul divines 

a mighty long oration. 
\st, W, ’Tis not from any feeling of ambition 
1 rise to address you, ladies, but because 
I long have seen, and inly burned to sec 
The way Euripides insults us all. 

The really quite interminable scoffs 

This market-gardener’s son pours out against us. 

I don’t believe that there’s a single fault 
He’s not accused us of; I don’t believe 
That there’s a single theatre or stage. 

But there is he. calling us double-dealers. 

False, faithless, tippling, mischief-making gossips, 

A rotten set, a misery to men. 

WeU, what’s the consequence ? 

The men come home 

Looking so sour— O, we can see them peeping 
In every closet, thinking friends are there. 

Upon my word we can’t do anything 
We used to do; he has made the men so silly 
Suppose I’m hard at work upon a chaplet, 

“Hey, she’s in love with somebody’’; suppose 
I chance to drop a pitcher on the floor. 

And straightway ’tis, “For whom was that intended ? 
I warrant now, for our Corinthian friend.” 

Is a girl ill ? Her brother shakes his head ; 

“The girl’s complexion is not to my taste.” 

Why, if you merely want to hire a baby. 

And palm it off as yours, vou’ve got no chance, 
They sit beside our very oeds, they do. 

Then there’s another thing; the rich old men 
Who used to marry us, are grown so shy 
We never catch them now; and all because 
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Euripides declares, the scandal- monger, 

“An old man weds a tyrant, not a wife.” 

You know, my sisters, how they mew us up, 

Guarding our women’s rooms with bolls and seals 
And fierce Molossian dogs. That’s all his doing. 

We might put up with that; but, O my friends, 

Our little special perquisites, the corn, 

The wine, the oil, gone, gone, all gone forever. 

They’ve got such keys, our husbands have, such 
brutes, 

Laconian-made, with triple rows of teeth. 

Then in old times we only had to buy 
A farthing ring, and pantry-doors flew open. 

But now this wretch Euripides has made them 
Wear such worm-eaten perforated seals, 

’Tis hopeless now to try it. Therefore, ladies. 

What I propose is that we slay the man, 

Either by poison or some other way; 

Somehow or other he must die the death. 

'I’hat’s all I’ll say in public: I’ll write out 
A formal motion with the clerkcss there. 

Ch. Good heavens! what force and tact combined! 

O, what a many- woven mind ! 

A better speech, upon my word, 

I don’t believe 1 ever heard. 

Her thoughts so clean dissected. 

Her words so well selected. 

Such keen discrimination. 

Such power and elevation, 

’Twas really quite a grand, superb, 

magnificent oration. 

So that if, in opposition, 

Xcnocles came forth to speak. 
Compared with her 
You’d all aver 

All his grandest, happiest eft'orts 

are immeasurably weak! 

2 nd. Woman. Ladies, I’ve only a few words to add. 

I quite agree with the honourable lady 
Who has just sat down : she has spoken well and 
ably. 

But I can tell you what I’ve borne myself. 

My husband died in Cyprus, leaving me 
Five little chicks to work and labour for. 

I’ve done my best, and bad’s the best, but still 
I’ve fed them, weaving chaplets for the Gods. 

But now this fellow writes his plays, and says 
I’here a»'e no Gods; and so, you may depend, 

My trade is fallen to half; men won’t buy chaplets. 

So then for many reasons he must die; 

I’hc man is bitterer than his mother’s potherbs. 

I leave my cause with you, my sisters; I 
Am called away on urgent private business. 

An order, just received, for twenty chaplets. 

Ch. Better and better still. 

A subtler intellect, a daintier skill. 

Wise arc her words, and few; 

Well timed and spoken too. 

A many-woven mind she too has got, I find. 

And he must clearly. 

This rascal man, be punished most severely. 

The motion for putting euripides to death hav- 
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ingy so to say, been proposed and seconded^ 
MNtsiLocffus rises to speai(in opposition, 

Mn. Mrs. Speaker and ladies, 

I’m not surprised, of course I’m not surprised, 

To find you all so angry and aggrieved 
At what Euripides has said against us. 

For I myself—or slay my babies else— 

Hate him like poison, to be sure 1 do, 

He’s most piovoking, 1 admit he is. 

But now wc’rc all alone, there’s no reporter, 

All among friends, why not be fair and candid? 
Grant that the man has really found us out. 

And told a thing or two, sure they’re all true. 

And there’s a many thousand still behind. 

For 1 mvsclf, to mention no one else, 

(>ould tell a thousand pl.iguy tricks I’ve played 
On my poor husband; I’ll just mention one. 

We’d been but three da vs married; I’m abed, 
Husband asleep beside me; when my lover 
(I’d been familiar with him Irom a child) 

Came softly scratching at the outer door. 

I hear; 1 know “t!ic little clinking sound,” 

And rise up stealthily, to creep dow’iistairs. 

“Where go you, pray?” says husband. “Whcrel’* 
s:iy 1, 

“I’ve such a dreadful pain in my insitlc 
I must go down this instant.” “Go,” says he. 

//e pounds his anise, jumper, and sage, 

To still my pains: /seiite the waicr jug, 

And wet the hinge, to still its creaking noise, 

Then open, and go out: and I and lover 
Meet by Aguieiisand his laurel-shade. 

Billing and cooing to our hearts’ content. 
(Wit/nmacity) Euripides has never found out 
that. 

Nor how a wife contrived to smuggle out 
Her frightened lover, holding up her shawl 
To the sun’s rays for husband to admire. 

Nor how w'e grant our favours to bargees 
And muleteers, if no one else w'c’ve got. 

Nor how, arising fiom a night’s debauch, 

We chew our garlic, that our husbands, coming 
Back from the walls at daybreak, may suspect 
Nothing amiss at home. 'Fhcn what’s the odds 
If he does rail at Phacdia ? Lei him rail. 

What’s that to us? Let him rail on, say I. 

Phaedra indeed! He might come nearer home. 

I knew a woman, 1 won’t mention names. 
Remained ten days in childbirth. Why, do you 
think? 

Because she couldn’t buy a baby sooner. 

Her husband runs to every medicine-man 
In dreadful agitation; while he’s out, 

They bring a little baby in a basket. 

Bunging its mouth up that it mayn’t cry out, 

And stow it safe away till he comes home. 

Then at a given sigh she feebly says, 

“My time is come: please, husband, go away.” 

He goes; they open basket; baby cries. 

O, what delight, surprise, congratulations! 

The man runs in; the nurse comes running out, 
(The same that brought the baby in the basket). 
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“A prodigy! a Lion! such a boy! 

Your form, your features: just the same expression: 
Your very image: lucky, lucky man!” 

Don’t we do this ? By Artemis, we do. 

Then wherefore rail we at F.uripides? 

We’re not one bit more sinned against than sinning. 
Ch. Wliat a monstrous, strange proceeding! 
Whence, 1 wonder, comes her breeding? 

From what country shall we seek her, 

Such a bold, audacious speaker ? 

That a woman so should wrong us, 

Here among us, here among us, 

1 could never have believed it; 

such a thing was never known. 
But what may be, no man knoweth. 

And the wise old proverb showeth. 

That perchance a poisonous sophist 

lurketh under every stone. 
O, nothing, nothing in the world 

so hateful you will find 
As shameless women, save of course 

the rest of womankind. 
ist. IV. What can possess us, sisters mine? 

I vow by old Agraulus, 
We’re all bewitched, or else have had 

some strange mischance befall us, 
To lei this shameless hussy tell 

her shameful, bold, improper 
Unpleasant tales, and we not make 

the least attempt to slop her. 
If anyone assist me, good; if not, alone we’ll try, 
We’ll strip and whip her wtU, we will, 

my serving-maids and I. 
M/i. Not strip me, gentle ladies; sure 

I heard the proclamation, 
That every freeborn woman now 

might make a free oration; 
And if I spoke unpleasant truths 

on this your invitation. 

Is that a reason why I now 

should suifer castigation ? 
jsf. JV. It is, indeed : how dare you plead 

for him who always chooses 
Such odious subjects for his plays, 

on purpose to abuse us ? 
Phaedras and Mclanippes too: 

but ne’er a drama made he 
About the good Penelope, 

or such-like virtuous lady. 
Mn. The cause I know; the cause I’ll show: 

you won’t discover any 

Penelope alive to-day, but Phaedras very many, 
isf. W. You will ? you dare ? how can we bear 

to hear such things repeated. 
Such horrid, dreadful, odious things ? 

Mn. O, I’ve not near completed 

The things I know; I’ll give the whole: 

I’m not disposed to grudge it. 
ist. W. You can’t, I vow; you’ve emptied now 

your whole disgusting budget. 
Mn. No, not one thousandth part I’ve told: 

not even how we take 
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The scraper from the bathing-room, 

and down the corn we rake. 
And push it in, and tap the bin. 

\st. W. Confound you and your slanders! 

Mn. Nor how the Apaturian meat 

we steal to give our panders, 
And then declare the cat was there. 

1st. W. You nasty telltale you! 

Mn. Nor how with deadly axe a wife 

her lord and master slew. 
Another drove her husband mad 

with poisonous drugs fallacious. 
Nor how beneath the reservoir 

the Acharnian girl — 

1st. W. Good gracious! 

Mn. Buric 4 hcir father out of sight. 

1st. W. ^ Now really this won’t do. 

Mn. Nor how when late your servant bare I 

a child as well as you. 

You took her boy, and in his stead \ 

your puling girl you gave hlpr. 

1st. W. O, by the Tu'o,‘ this jade shall rue \ 

her insolent behaviour. 
I’ll comb your fleece, you saucy minx. 

Mn. By Zeus, you had best begin it. 

1st. \V. Come on! 

Mn. Come on ! 

1st. W. You will ? you will ? 

(Flinging her upper mantle to philista) 

1 lold this, my dear, a minute. 
Mn. Stand ofl*, or else, by Artemis, 

I’ll give you such a strumming— 
Ch. For pity’s sake, be silent there: 

I see a woman coming. 
Who looks as if she’d news to tell. 

Now prithee both be quiet 
And let us hear the tale she brings, 

without this awful not. 
Enter cDusTHiiNEs, dressed as a woman 
Cleisthenes. Dear ladies, I am one with you in 
heart; 

My checks, unfledged, bear witness to my love, 

I am your patron, aye, and devotee. 

And now, for lately in the market-place 
I heard a rumour touching you and yours, 

I come to warn and put you on your guard. 

Lest this great danger take you unawares. 

Ch. What now, my child ? for we may call thee 
child, 

So soft, and smooth, and downy are thy cheeks. 

Cl. Euripides, they say, has sent a cousin, 

A bad old man, amongst you here to-day. 

Ch. O, why and wherefore, and with what design ? 
Cl. I'o be a spy, a horrid, treacherous spy, 

A spy on all your purposes and plans. 

CJi. O, how should he be here, and we not know 
it? 

Cl. Euripides has tweezered him, and singed 
him. 

And dressed him up, disguised in women’s clothes. 
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Mn, (stamping about with a lively recollection of his 
recent sufferings) 

I don’t believe it; not one word of it ; 

No man would let himself be tweezered so. 

Ye Goddesses, I don’t believe there’s one. 

Cl. Nonsense : I never should have come here eW. 

1 had it on the best authority. 

Ch. This is a most important j)iccc of news. 

We’ll take immediate steps to clear tl\is up. 

We’ll search him out: we’ll find his lurking-place. 
Zounds, if we catch him! r-r-r! ilic rascal man. 

Will you, kind gentleman, assist the search ? 

Give us fresh cause to thank you, patron mine. 

Cl. (to FIRST woman) Well, w ho are n ou ? 

Mn. (aside) Where\ er can 1 flee 

Cl. I’ll find him, trust me. 

Mn. (aside) Here’s a precious scrape! 

ist. Who?I? 

Cl. Yes, you. 

I St. IV. Cleonynius’s wife. 

Cl. Do you know her, ladies ? Is she speaking truth ? 
Ch. O yes, we know her: pass to someone else. 

Cl. Who’s this young person with the baby here ? 

I St. IV. O, she’s my nursemaid. 

Mn. (aside) Here he comes; I’m done for 

Cl. Hey! where’s she olT to ? Stop! Why, what 
the mischief! 

Ch. (aside to cleisthenes) Yes, sift her well; 
discover who she is. 

We know the others, but we don’t know her. 

Cl. Comc,comc,noshiiniing,madam, turn thisway. 
Mn, (fretfully) Don’t pull me, sir, Tm poorly. 

Cl. ^ Please to tell me 

Your husband’s name. 

Mn. My husband’s name? my husband’s? 

Why What-d’ye-call'liim from Goihocidae. 

Cl. Eh, what ? (Considers) 

There was a Whal tl’ye call him once— 
A/«. He’s Who-d’ye-call -it’s son. 

Cl. You’re trifling with me. 

Have you been here before ? 

Mn. O, bless you, yes. 

Why, every year. 

Cl. And with what tent-companion? 

Mn. With What’s-her-namc. 

Cl. This is sheer idling, woman. 

\st. W. (to cLEisTHENiis) Step back, sir, please, 
and let me question her 
Dn last year’s rites; a little further, please; 

No man must listen now. 

(To MNEsiLocHiJs) Now, Stranger, tell me 
What first we practised on that holy day. 

Mn. Bless me, what was it ? first ? why, first we 
drank. 

ir/. W. Right; what was second ? 

Mn. Second ? Drank again. 

ist. IV. Somebody’s told you this. But what was 
third ? 

Mn. Well, third, Xenylla had a drop too much. 
ist. IV. Ah, that won’t do. Here, Cleisthencs, 
approach. 

This is the man for certain. 
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Cl. Bring him up. 

MNEsiu^cnus is seized, carried before a jury of 
matrons, and pronounced a man! A general 
uproar ensues. 

\st. IV. Strip ofl his clothes! for there’s no truth in 
him. 

Mn. What! strip the mother of nine little ones? 

Cl. Loosen that belt, look sharj), you shameless 
thing. 

ist. IP. She tlocs appear a stout and sturdy one: 

Upon my \\oi\l, she has no breasts like ours. 

Mn. Because I’m barren, never had a child. 
ist. IV. Yes, flow; but then you had nine little ones! 
Cl. Stand up and show yourself. See ! he’s a man 1 
ist. ir. O, this is why you mocked anti jeered us 
so^ 

And dared defend Euripides like that! 

O, \iilaiA, villain. . . . 

Mn. Miserable me! 

I’ve put my foot in it, and no mistake. 
ist. W. What shall wc do with him? 

Cl. Surround him here. 

And watch him shrewilly that he ’scape \oii not. 

I’ll goat once and summon the police. 

Clans riihNES goes out. 

Chorus 

Light we our torches, my sisters, 

and manfully girding our robes. 
Gather them sternly about us, 

and casting our mantles aside 
On through the tents and the gangways, 

and up by tlie tiers and the rows, 
Eyeing, and probing, and trying, 

where men would be likely to hide. 

Now ’tis time, ’tis time, my sisters, 

round and round and round to go, 
Soft, with light and airy footfall, 

creeping, peeping, high and low. 
Look about in each direction, 

make a rigid, close inspection. 
Lest in any hole or corner, 

other rogues escape detection. 
Hunt with care, here and there. 

Searching, spying, poking, prying, 

up and down, and everywhere. 

For if once the evil-doer wc can sec, 

He shall soon be a prey to our vengeance to-day, 
And to all men a warning he shall be 
Of the terrible fate that is sure to await 
The guiltv sin-schemer and lawless blasphemer. 
And then he shall find that the Gods arc not 
blind 

To what passes below; 

Yea, and all men shall know 
It is best to live purely, uprightly, securely, 

It is best to do well. 

And to practise day and night 

w hat is orderly and right, 
And in \irtueand in honesty to dwell. 
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But if anyone there be who a wicked deed shall do 
In his raving, and his raging, 

and his madness, and his pride. 
Every mortal soon shall see, 

aye, and every woman too. 
What a doom shall the guilty one betide. 
For the wicked evil deed 

shall be recompensed with speed. 
The Avenger doth not tarry to begin. 

Nor dclayeth for a time, 

but He searcheth out the crime, 
And He punisheth the sinner in his sin. 

Now we’ve gone through every corner, 

every nook surveyed with care, 
And there’s not another culprit 

skulking, lurking anywhere. 

« 

Just as the chorus are concluding their search, 
MNESiLocHus snatchcs the first woman’s 
baby from her arms, and tabes refuge at the 
altar, 

\st, W. Hoy! Hoy there! Hoy! 

He’s got my child, he’s got my darling, O! 

He’s snatched my little baby from my breast. 

O, stop him, stop him! O, he’s gone. O! O! 

Mn, Aye, weep! you ne’er shall dandle him again, 
Unless you loose me. Soon shall these small limbs, 
Smit with cold edge of sacrificial knife. 

Incarnadine this altar. 

ist,W, 0 ! 0 ! 0 ! 

Help, women, help me. Sisters, help, I pray. 

Charge to the rescue, shout, and rout, and scout 
him. 

Don’t see me lose my baby, my one pet. 

Ch. Alas! Alas! 

Mercy o’ me! what do I sec ? 

What can it be ? 

What, will deeds of shameless violence 

never, never, never, end ? 
What’s the matter, what’s he up to, 

what’s he doing now, my friend ? 
Mn, Doing what I hope will crush you 

out of all your bold assurance. 
Ch, Zounds, his words are very dreadful ; 

more than dreadful, past endurance. 
1st, W, Yes, indeed, they’re very dreadful, 

and he’s got my baby too. 
Ch, Impudence rare! Look at him there. 

Doing such deeds, and I vow and declare 
Never minding or caring — 

Mn, Or likely to care. 

1st, IV, Here you arc come: here you shall stay, 
Never again shall you wander away; 

Wander away, glad to display 

All the misdeeds you have done us to-day, 

But dear you shall pay. 

Mn, There at least I’m hoping, ladies, 

I shall find your words untrue. 
Ch, What God do you think his assistance will 
lend. 

You wicked old man, to escort you away ? 


Mn, Aha, but I’ve captured your baby, my friend, 
And I shan’t let her go, for the best you can say. 

Ch, But no, by the Goddesses Twain, 

Not long shall our threats be in vain. 

Not long shall you flout at our pain. 

Unholy your deeds, and you’ll find 
That shall repay you in kind, 

And perchance you will alter your mind 
When Fate, veering round like the blast, 

In its clutches has seized you at last. 

Very fast. 

Comrades, haste, collect the brushwood: 

pile it up without delay: 
Pile it, heap it, stow it, throw it, 

burn and fire and roast and slay. 
1st, W, Come,* Mania, come; let’s run and fetch 
the fagots. 1 

(To MNEsiLocHus) Ah, wretch, you’ll be a cinder 
before night. \ 

Mn. {Busily engaged in unpacbjng the baby) \ 

With all my heart. Now I’ll undo these wrappers, 
‘^rhese Cretan long clothes; and remember, dar'^ing. 
It’s all your mother that has served you thus. 

What have we here? a flask, and not a baby! 

A flask of wine, for all its Persian slippers. 

O ever thirsty, ever tippling women, 

O ever ready with fresh schemes for drink. 

To vintners what a blessing: but to us 
And all our goods and chattels what a curse! 
ist. W, Drag in the fagots, Mania; pile them up, 
Mn, Aye, pile away; but tell me, is this baby 
Really your own ? 

ist, IV. My very flesh and blood. 

Mn, Your flesh and blood ? 

ist, IV. By Artemis it is. 

Mn. Is it a pint ? 

jst. W, O, what have you been doing? 

O, you have stripped my baby of its clothes. 

Poor tiny morsel! 

Mn. {holding up a large bottle) Tiny ? 
ist. W. Yes, indeed. 

Mn. What is its age ? Three Pitcher-feasts or four ? 
ist. W. Well, thereabouts, a little over now. 

Please give it back. 

Mn. No thank you, not exactly. 

1st. W. We’ll burn you then. 

Mn. O, burn me by all means; 

But anyhow I’ll sacrifice this victim. 

ist.iv.o\oiq\ ^ 

Make your victim, anything you like; 

But spare the child. 

Mn. A loving mother truly. 

But this dear child must needs be sacrificed. 

1st. W. My child I my child ! give me the bason. 
Mania, 

I’ll catch my darling’s blood at any rate. 

Mn. And so you shall; I’ll not deny you that. 

Puts the bottle to his lips and drains every drop, 
taking care that none shall fall into the bason 
which the first woman is holding underneath, 
1st, W. You spiteful man ! you most ungenerous 
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Mn, This skin, fair priestess, is your perquisite. 
isL W, What is my perquisite ? 

This skin, £air priestess. 
Another woman, critylla, now enters, 
Critylla, O Mica, who has robbed thee of thy 
flower. 

And snatched thy babe, thine only one, away ? 
ist, W, This villain here: but Pm so glad you’re 
come. 

You see he doesn’t run away, while I 
Call the police, with Cleisthenes, to help us. Exit, 
Mn, {soliloquizes) O me, what hope of safety still 
remains? 

What plan ? what stratagem ? My worthy cousin, 
Who first involved me in this dreadful scrape, 

“He cometh not.” Suppose I send him word. 

But how to send it ? Hah, I know a trick 
Out of his Palamede,^ I’ll send a message 
Written on oar-blades. Tush! I’ve got no oar- 
blades. 

What shall I do for oar-blades ? Why not send 
These votive slabs instead ? The very thing. 
Oar-blades are wood, and slabs arc wood. I’ll try. 

( Writes, singing as he does so.) 

Now for the trick; fingers be quick; 

Do what you can for my notable plan. 

Slab, have the grace to permit me to trace 
Grooves with my knife on your beautiful face. 
The tale of my woe it is yours for to show. 

O, o, what a furrow! I never did see 
Such a horrible ”r” as I’ve made it to be. 

Well, that must do; so fly away you, 

Hither and thither, off, off, and away. 

Do not delay for a moment, I pray. 

All the actors leave the stage; but mnesilochus 
is unable to leave, and critylla remains to 
keep watch. 

Chorus 

Now let us turn to the people, 

our own panegyric to render. 
Men never speak a good word, 

never one, for the feminine gender. 
Every one says we’re a Plague, 

the source of all evils to man. 
War, dissension, and strife. 

Come, answer me this, if you can; 
Why, if we’re really a Plague, 

you’re so anxious to have us for wives; 
And charge us not to be peeping, 

nor to stir out of doors for our lives. 
Isn’t it silly to guard 

a Plague with such scrupulous care? 
Zounds I how you rave, coming home, 

if your poor little wife isn’t there. 
Should you not rather be glad, 

and rejoice all the days of your life, 

^Palamede was put to death before Troy; and his 
brother Oeax, wishing to send the news to his father in 
Euboea, wrote it upon oar-blades which he cast into the 
sea. The “votive skbs” arc tablets with votive inscrip- 
tions. 


Rid of a Plague, you know, 

the source of dissension and strife? 
If on a visit we sport, 

and sleep when the sporting is over, 
O, how you rummage a^ut; 

what a fuss, your lost Plague to discover. 
Every one stares at your Plague 

if she happens to look on the street: 
Stares all the more if your Plague 

thinks proper to blush and retreat. 
Is it not plain then, I ask, 

that Women are really the best? 
What, can you doubt that we are ? 

I will bring it at once to the test. 
We say Women are best ; 

you men (just like you) deny it. 
Nothing on earth is so easy 

as to come to the test, and to try it. 
I’ll take the name of a Man, 

and the name of a Woman, and show it. 
Did not Charminus give way 

to Miss-Fortune? Do you not know it? 
Is not Cleophon viler 

than vile Salabaccho by far ? 
Is there a Man who can equal, 

in matters of glory and war. 
Lady Victoria, Mistress 

of Marathon, queen of the Sea ? 
Is not Prudence a Woman, 

and who is so clever as she ? 
Certainly none of your statesmen, 

who only a twelvemonth ago 
Gave up their place and their duty. 

Would women demean themselves so? 
Women don’t ride in their coaches, 

as Men have been doing of late. 
Pockets and purses distended 

with cash they have filched from the State. 
We, at the very outside, 

steal a wee little jorum of corn. 
Putting it back in the even, 

whatever we took in the morn. 

But this is a true description of you. 

Are ye not gluttonous, vulgar, perverse. 

Kidnappers, housebreakers, footpads, and 
worse ? 

And we in domestic economy too 
Are thriftier, shiftier, wiser than you. 

For the loom which our mothers 

employed with such skill. 
With its Shafts and its Thongs, 

we arc working it still. 

And the ancient umbrella by no means is done. 

We are wielding it yet, 

as our Shield from the Sun. 

But O for the Shafts, 

and the Thong of the Shield, 
Which your Fathers in fight 

were accustomed to wield. 

Where are they to-day ? 

Ye have cast them away 
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As yc raced » in hot haste, 

and disgraced, from the fray! 

Many things we have against you, 

many rules we justly blame; 

But the one we now will mention 

is the most enormous shame. 
What, my masters! ought a lady, 

who has borne a noble son. 
One who in your fleets and armies 

great heroic deeds has done. 
Ought she to remain unhonoured ? 

ought she not, I ask you, I, 

In our Stenia and our Scira^ 

still to take precedence high? 
Whoso breeds a cowardly soldier, 

or a seaman cold and tame. 
Crop her hair, and seat her lowly; 

brand her with the marks of shame; 

Set the nobler dame above her. 

Can it, all yc Powers, be right 
That Hyperbolus’s mother, 

flowing-haired, and robed in white. 
Should in public places sit by 

Lamachus’s mother’s side. 
Hoarding wealth, and lending monies, 

gathering profits far and wide? 
Sure ’twere better every debtor, 

calm, resolving not to pay. 
When she comes exacting money, 

with a mild surprise should say, 
Keeping principal and income, “You to claim 
percentage due! 

Sure a son so capital is capital enough for you.” 

The close of the Parabasis finds the position of 
MNEsiLocHus Unaltered. The dispatch of the 
tablets has, so far, produced no result. 

Mn, I’ve strained my eyes with watching; but my 
poet, 

“He cometh not.” Why not ? Belike he feels 
Ashamed of his old frigid Palamede. 

Which is the play to fetch him? O, I know; 

Which but his brand-new Helen ? I’ll be Helen, 

I’ve got the woman’s clothes, at all events. 

Cr. What are you plotting ? What is that you’re 
muttering? 

I’ll Helen you, my master, if you don’t 
Keep quiet there till the policeman comes. 

Mn. {as Helen) “These are the fair-nyfiiphcd 
waters of the Nile, 

Whose floods bedew, in place of heavenly 
showers, 

Egypt’s white plains and black-dosed citizens.” 

Cr. Sweet-shining Hecate, what a rogue it is. 

Mn. “Ah, not unknown my Spartan £therland, 

Nor yet my father Tyndareus.” 

Cr. My gracious! 

Was he your father ? Sure, Phrynondas was. 

Mn. “And I was Helen.” 

^Women’s feasts. 
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Cr. What, again a woman ? 

You’ve not been punished for your first freak yet. 
Mn. “Full many a soul, by bright Scamander’s 
stream. 

Died for my sake.” 

Cr. Would yours had died among them! 

Mn. “And now 1 linger here; but Mcnelaus, 

My dear, dear lord, ah wherefore comes he not ? 

0 sluggish crows, to spare my hapless life! 

But soft! some hope is busy at my heart, 

A laughing hope— O Zeus, deceive me not.” 

EURIPIDES enters disguised as Menelaus. 
Eu. Who is the lord of this stupendous pile ? 

Will he extend his hospitable care 
To some poor storm-tossed, shipwrecked mariners ? 
Mn. “These are the halls of Proteus.” j 
Eu. Proteus, aile they ? 

Cr. O, by the Twain, he lies like anything.\ 

1 knew old Protteas; he’s been dead these tenWears. 
Eu. “Then whither, whither have we steercq our 

bark?” 

Mn. “lb Egypt.” \ 

Eu. “O, the weary, weary way!*^ 

Cr. Pray don’t believe one single word he says. 
This is the holy temple of the Twain. 

Eu. “Know you if Proteus be at home or not ?” 

Cr. Why, don’t I tell you, he’s been dead these 
ten years! 

You can’t have quite got over your sea-sickness. 
Asking if Protteas be at home or not. 

Eu. “Woe’s me ! is Proteus dead ? and where’s he 
buried ?” 

Mn. “This is his tomb whereon I’m sitting now.” 
Cr. O, hang the rascal ; and he shall be hanged ! 
How dare he say this altar is a tomb ? 

Eu. “And wherefore sitt’st thou on this monu- 
ment. 

Veiled in thy mantle, lady ?” 

Mn. “They compel me, 

A weeping bride, to marry Proteus’ son.” 

Cr. Why do you tell the gentleman such fibs ? 
Good gentleman, he’s a bad man; he came 
Among the women here, to steal their trinkets. 

Mn. “Aye, aye, rail on: revile me as you list.” 

Eu. “Who is the old woman who reviles you, 
lady ?” 

Mn. “Thconoe, Proteus’ daughter.” 

Cr. What a story! 

Why, I’m Critylla, ofiGargettus, sir, 

A very honest woman. 

Mn. “Aye, speak on. 

But never will I wed thy brother, no, 

I won’t be false to absent Menelaus.” 

Eu. “What, lady, what ? O, raise those orbs to 
mine.” 

Mn. “O sir, I blush to raise them, with these 
cheeks.” 

Eu. “O dear, O dear, I cannot speak for trembling. 
Ye Gods, is’t possible ? Who art thou, lady ?” 

Mn. “O, who art thou ? I feel the same myself.” 
Eu. “Art thou Hellenic, or a born Egyptian ?” 
Mn. “Hellenic I: O, tell me what art thou.” 


ARISTOPHANES 



909 - 95 ^ 

Eu, “O surely, surely, thou art Helen’s self.” 

Mn, ”0, from the greens thou must be Menclaus.” 
Eu, “Yes, yes, you see that miserable man.” 

Mn, “O, long in coming to these longing arms, 

O, carry me, carry me, from this place, 

O, wrap me in thy close embrace, 

O, carry me, carry me, carry me home, 

by this font! and loving kiss, 
O, take me, take me, take me hence.” 

Cr. I say now, none of this. 

Let go there, or I’ll strike you with this link! 

Eu. “Let go my wife, the child of Tyndareus, 

Not take her home to Sparta ? O, what mean you ?” 
Cr, O, that’s it, is it ? You’re a bad one too! 

Both of one gang. That’s what your gipsying 
meant 1 

But he at any rate shall meet his due. 

Here’s the policeman, and the Scythian coming. 

Eu. Ah, this won’t do: 1 must slip olT awhile, 

Mn. And what am I to do } 

Eu. Keep quiet here, 

Be sure I’ll never fail you while I live; 

I have ten thousand tricks to save you yet. 

Mn. Well, you caught nothing by that haul, I think. 
The high o fficial, who is here inadequately called 
“a poLiciiMAN,” now enters upon the stage, 
attended by one of the Scythian archers. 
Policeman. O archer, here’s the vagabond, of 
whom Cleisthcncs told us. 

(to MNESiLOCHiTs) Why do you hang your head ? 

(to Scythian) Take him within; there tie him on 
the plank; 

Then bring him here and watch him. Let not any 
Approach too near him: sliould they try to, take 
The whip, and smite them. 

Cr. Aye, one came but now 

Spinning his yarns, and all but got him oil. 

Mn. O sir! policeman! grant me one request, 

(), by that hand I pray you, which you love 
To hold out empty, and to draw back full. 

Po. What should 1 grant you ? 

Mn. Don’t expose me thus; 

Do tell the Scythian he may strip me first; 

Don’t let a poor old man, in silks and snoods. 
Provoke the laughter of the crows that cat him. 

Po. Thus hath the Council ordered it, that so 
The passers-by may see the rogue you arc. 

Mn Alas! alas! O yellow silk, I hate ye! 

O, I’ve no hope, no hope of getting free. 

All the actors leave the stage. And the cnf)Rus com- 
mence their great ceremonial worship of dance 
and song 

Chorus. 

Now for the revels, my sisters, 

which we to the great Twain Powers 

Prayerfully, carefully raise, 

in the holy festival hours. 
And Pauson will join in our worship to-day, 

And Pauson will join in the fasting. 

And, keen for the fast, to the Twain he will pray 
For the rite to be made everlasting, I ween, 
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For the rite to be made everlasting. 

Now advance 

In the whirling, twirling dance, 

With hand linked in hand, as wc deftly trip along. 
Keeping time to the cadence 

of the swiftly-flowing song; 
And be sure as we go 
That we dart cat eful glances, 

up and down, and to and fro. 

Now *tis ours 

To entwine our choicest flowers. 

Flowers of song and adoration 

to the great Olympian Powers. 

Nor expect 

That the garland will be flecked 
With abuse of mortal men; 

such a thought is incorrect. 

For with prayer 
And with sacred loving care, 

A new and holy measure we will 1 eedfully prepare. 

To the high and holy Minstreb 
Let the dancers onward go, 

And to Artemis, the maiden 
Of the quiver and the bow; 

O, hear us, Far-cont roller, and the victory bestow. 
And WT trust our mei ry music 
Will th<* matron I Icra please, 

For she loves the pleasant C'horus 
And the dances such as these, 

— Weal ing at her girdle 
The holy nuptial keys. 

To Pan and pastoral Hermes 
And llie friendly Nymphs we pray. 

That they smile with gracious lavour 
On our lestiv’al to-day. 

With their laughter-loving glances 

beaming brightly on our Play, 
As we dance the Double chorus 
To the old familiar strain. 

As wc w'ea\ e our ancient pastime 
On oui holy day again, 

— Keeping fast and vigil 
In the Temple of the Twain. 

Turn the step, and change the measure, 

Raise a loftier music now; 

Come, the Lord of wine and pleasure, 

Fvoi, Bacchus, lead us thou! 

Yea, for Thee we adore! 

Child of Scmcle, thee 
With thy glittering ivy-wreathsj 
Thee with music and song 
Ever and ever wc praise. 

*Apollo. 
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Thee with thy wood-nymphs delightedly singing, 
EvoilEvoilEvoil 

Over the joyous hills 

the sweet strange melody ringing 
Hark! Cithaeron resounds. 

Pleased the notes to prolong; 

Hark! the bosky ravines 

And the wild slopes thunder and roar, 

Volleying back the song. 

Round thee the ivy fair 
With delicate tendril twines. 

The SCYTHIAN brings mnesilociius fastened 
to his plan1{y and sets it up on the stage. 
Scythian. Dere now bemoany to dc ouder air. 

Mn. O, I entreat you. 

Sc. Nod endread me zu. 

Mn. Slack it a little. 

Sc. Dat is vat I does. 

Mn* O mercy! mercy! O, you drive it tighter. 

Sc. Dighdcr zu wiss him 

Mn. Miserable me! 

Out on you, villain. 

Sc. Zilence, bad ole man. 

Fse fetch dc mad, an’ vatch zu comfibly. 

Mn. These arc the joys Euripides has brought me! 
EURIPIDES mahes a momentary appearance in the 
character of Perseus. 

0 Gods! O Saviour Zeus! there’s yet a hope. 

Then he won’t fail me! Out he flashed as Perseus. 

1 understand the signals, I’m to act 
The fair Andromeda in chains. Ah, well, 

Here arc the chains, worse luck, wherewith to act 
her. 

He’ll come and succour me; he’s in the wings. 

{Euripides enters singing airily.) 
Eu. Now to peep, now to creep 
Soft and slily through. 

Maidens, pretty maidens. 

Tell me what I am to do. 

Tell me how to glide 
By the Scythian Argus-eyed, 

And to steal away my bride. 

Tell me, tell me, tell me, tell me, 

tell me, tell me, tell. 

Echo, always lurking in the cavern and the dell. 
EURIPIDES retires* and mnesilochus commences a 
Euripidean monody* mostly composed of quotations 
from the Andromeda adapted to his own position. 
Mn. “A cold unpitying heart had he 
Who bound me here in misery. 

Hardly escaped from mouldy dame. 

I’m caught and done for, just the same 
Lo, the Scythian guard beside me, 

Friendless, helpless, here he tied me; 

Soon upon these limbs of mine 
Shall the greedy ravens dine. 

Seest thou ? not to me belong 
Youthful pleasures, dance and song. 

Never, nevermore shall I 

With my friends sweet law-suits try, 


But woven chains with many a link surround me. 

Till Glaucetes, that ravening whale, has found me. 
Home I nevermore shall see; 

Bridal songs are none for me. 

Nought but potent incantations; 

Sisters, raise your lamentations. 

Woe, woe, woeful me. 

Sorrow, and trouble, and misery. 

Weeping, weeping, endless weeping. 

Far from home and all I know. 

Praying him who wronged me so. 

O! O! Woe! woe! 

First with razor keen he hacks me. 

Next in yellow silk he packs me. 

Sends me then to dangerous dome. 

Where thp women prowl and roam. 

O heavy Fate! O fatal blow! 

O woeful lor! and lots of woe! 

O, how they will chide me, 

and gibe, and deride! me! 
And O that the flashing, and roaring, and dashing 
Red bolt of the thunder \ 

might smite me in sundeV— 
The Scythian who lingers beside me! 

For where is the joy of the sunshine and glow 
To one who is lying, distracted and dying. 

With throat-cutting agonies 

riving him, driving him 
Down, down to the darkness below.” 

A voice is heard from behind the scenes. It is the voice 
of ECHO. 

Echo. O welcome, daughter; but the Gods destroy 
Thy father Cepheus, who exposed thee thus. 

Mn. O, who art thou that mournest for my woes ? 
Ec. Echo, the vocal mocking-bird of song, 

I who, last year, in these same lists contended, 

A faithful friend, beside Euripides. 

And now, my child, for thou must play thy part. 
Make dolorous wails. 

Mn. And you wail afterwards ? 

Ec. I’ll see to that ; only begin at once. 

Mn. “O Night most holy, 

O’er dread Olympus, vast and far. 

In thy dark car 
Thou journeyest slowly 
Through Ether ridged with many a star.” 

Ec. “With many a star.” 

Mn. “Why on Andromeda ever must flow 
Sorrow and woe ?” 

Ec. “ Sorrow and woe ? 

Mn. “Heavy of fate.” 

Ec. Heavy of fate. 

Mn. Old woman, you’ll kill me, I know, with 
your prate. 

Ec. Know with your prate. 

Mn. Why, how tiresome you are: you are going 
too far. 

Ec. You are going too far. 

Mn. Good friend, if you kindly will leave me in 
peace. 

You’ll do me a favour, O prithee, cease. 

Ec. Cease. 
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Mn. O, go to the crows! 

Ec, O, go to the crows! 

Mn, Why can’t you be still ? 

Ec, Why can’t you be still ? 

Mn, {spitefully) Old gossip! 

Ec. {spitefully) Old gossip! 

Mn. liicl^dayl 
Ec. Lackadayl 

Mn. And alas! 

Ec. And alas! 

The SCYTHIAN suddenly awakes to the fact that his 
prisoner is taking part in a conversation. 

Sc. O, vat does zu say ? 

Ec. O, vat docs zii say ? 

Sc. I’se calls de police. 

Ec. I’se calls dc police. 

Sc. Vat nosense is dis ? 

Ec. Vat noscnse is dis ? 

Sc. Vy, vere is de voice ? 

Ec, Vy, vere is de voice ? 

Sc. {to MNEsiLOCHUs) Vos id zu ? 

Ec, Vos id zu ? 

Sc. Zu’ll catch id. 

Ec. Zu’ll catch id. 

Sc. Does zu mocksh ? 

Ec. Docs zu mocksh ? 

Mn. ’Tisn’t I, I declare: it is that woman there. 

Ec. It is that woman there. 

Sc. Vy, vere is de wretch ? 

Me mush catch, me mush catch. 
Her’s a gone, her’s a fled. 

Ec. Her’s a gone, her’s a fled. 

Sc. Zu’ll a suffer for dis. 

Ec. Zu’ll a suffer for dis. 

Sc. Vat again ? 

Ec. Vat again ? 

Sc. Zecge ole o* de mix. 

Ec. Zeege ole o’ de mix. 

Sc. Vat a babbled an’ talketing ooman. 

EURIPIDES enters in the guise of Perseus. 

Eu. “Ah me, what wild and terrible coast is this? 
Plying the pathless air with winged feet, 

Steering for Argos, bearing in my hand 
The Gorgon’s head—-” 

Sc. Vat dat zu say o* Gorgo? 

Dat zu has gots de writer Gorgo’s head ? 

Eu. “Gorgon,” I say. 

Sc. An’ me says “Gorgo” too. 

Eu. “Alas, what crag is this, and lashed upon it 
What maiden, beautiful as shapes divine, 

A lovely craft too rudely moored ?” 

Mn. “O stranger, 

Pity the sorrows of a poor young woman, 

And loose my bonds.” 

Sc. Vat, vill zu no be quiet? 

Vat, talkee, talkee, ven zu’re goin’ to die ? 

Eu. “Fair girl, I weep to see thee hanging there.” 

Sc. Disn’t von gal : dis von ole vilain man. 

Von varc bad rascal fellow. 

Eu. Scythian, peace! 

This is Andromeda, King Cepheus’ daughter. 

Sc, Von dawderl Dis ? Vare obvious man, metinks. 
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Eu. O, reach thy hand, and let me clasp my love; 

O Scythian, reach. .\h me, what passionate storms 
Toss in men’s souls; and as for mine, O lady, 

Thou art my love! 

Sc. Me nod admire zurc dasde. 

Sdill zu may tiss her, if zu wiss id, derc. 

Eu. “Hard-hearted Scythian, give me up my 
love, 

And I will take her — take her aye to wife.” 

Sc. Tiss her, me says; me nod objex to dat. 

Eu. Ah me. I’ll loose her bonds. 

Sc. Zu bedder nod. 

Eu. Ah me, I will. 

Sc. Den, me’se cut off zure head. 

Me draw de cudless, and zu die, zu dead. 

Eu. “Ah, what avails me ? Shall I make a speech ? 
His savage nature could not take it in. 

True wit and wisdom were but labour lost 
On such a rude barbarian. I must try 
Some more appropriate, fitter stratagem.” 

He goes out 

Sc. O, dc vile vox! He jocket me varc near. 

Mn. O, Perseus, Perseus, wilt tliou leave me so? 

Sc. Vat, does zu askin’ for de vip again ? 

Chorus 

Pallas we call upon. 

Chastest and purest one, 

Maiden and Virgin, our 
Revels to sec: 

Guarding our portals 
Alone ol Immortals, 

Mightily, potently. 

Keeping the key. 

Hater of Tyranny, 

Come, for we call thee, we 
Women in Chorus. 

Bring Peace again with thee, 

Jocundly, merrily. 

Long to reign o’er us. 

Sacred, unearthly ones, 

Awfullest Shades, 

Graciously, peacefully, 

Come to your glades. 

Man must not gaze on the 
Rites at your shrine. 
Torch-glimmer flashing o’er 
Features divine. 

Come, for we’re pouring 
Imploring, adoring. 

Intense veneration; 

Dawn on your worshippers. 

Givers of Home and our 
Civilization. 

EURIPIDES comes int dressed as an old music^ 
woman. 

Eu. Indies, I offer terms. If well and truly 
Your honourable sex befriend me now, 

I won’t abuse your honourable sex 
From this time forth forever. This I ofler. 
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Ch, {suspiciously) But what’s your object in 
proposing this ? 

Eu, That poor old man there, he’s my poor oW 
cousin. 

Let him go free, and nevermore will I 
Traduce your worthy sex; but if you won’t. 

I’ll meet your husbands coming from the Wars, 

And put them up to all your goings-on. 

Ch, W’e take your terms, so far as we’re concerned, 
But you yourself must manage with the Scythian. 
Eu, I’ll manage him. Now, Hop-o’-my-thumb, 
come forward, 

A dancing-girl enters. 

And mind the things I taught you on the way. 

Hold up your frock: skip lightly through the 
dance. 

The Persian air, Teredon, if you please. 

Sc. Vy, vat dis buzbuz ? revels come dis vay ? 

Eu. She’s going to practise, Scythian, that is all. 
She’s got to dance in public by-and-by. 

Sc. Yesh, practish, yesh. Hoick ! how sc bobs 
about I 

Now here, now dere: von vlea upon de planket. 

Eu. Just stop a moment; throw your mantle off; 
Come, sit you down beside the Scythian here, 

And ril unloose your slippers. That will do. 

We must be moving homeward. 

Sc. May I tiss her ? 

Eu. Once, only once. 

Sc. {hissing her) O, O, vat vare sweet tiss! 
Dat’s vare mochc sweeter dan zure Attish honics. 
Doozc let me tiss her tccon time, ole lady. 

Eu. No, Scythian, no; we really can’t allow it. 

Sc. O doozy, doozy, dear ole lady, doozy. 

Eu. Will you give silver for one kiss } 

Sc. Yesh! yesh! 

Eu. Well, p’raps on that consideration, Scythian, 
We won’t object; but give the silver first. 

Sc. Silver .? Vy, verc } I’sc got none. Take dis 
bow-cus. 

Zu, vat I call zu ? 

Eu, Artemisia. 

Sc. Yesh. Hartomixer. 

Eu. Hillo, what’s that ? She’s off. 

Sc. I’se fetch her pack ; zu, look to bad ole man. 
hop-o’-my-thumb runs out. The scvthian 
his bow-case to euripides and runs after her. 
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Eu. O tricky Hermes, you befriend me still. 
Good-bye, old Scythian; catch her if you can. 
Meanwhile I’ll free your prisoner: and do you 
{to MNEsiLocHUs) Run like a hero, when I’ve loosed 
your bonds. 

Straight to the bosom of your family. 

Mn. Trust me for that, so soon as these are off. 

Eu. There then, they are off: now run away, 
before 

The Scythian come and catch you. 

Mn. Won’t I just! 

EURIPIDES and mnesilociius leave the stage. They are 
hardly out of sight when the scythian returns. 

Sc. Ole lady, here’s — vy, vere’s ole lady fannish ? 
Vere’s dat ole man } O bah, I smells de trick. 

Ole lady, di§ vare bad o’ zu, ole lady! 

Me nod expex^ dis of zu. Bad ole lady. | 
Hartomixer! i 

Bow-cusses .f* Yesh, zu von big howcus-bowcuB. 

Vat sail I docs ? verc can ole lady was ? \ 

Hartomixer! \ 

Ch. Mean you the ancient dame who bore the 
lute? 

Sc. Y esh, docs zu saw her ? 

Ch. Yes, indeed I did. 

She went that way: there was an old man with her. 
Sc. Von ycllow-shilk ole man ? 

Ch. Exactly so. 

I think you’ll catch them if you take that road. 

Sc. Vare bad ole lady, did se vich vay run .? 
Hartomixer! 

Ch. Straight up the hill; no, no, not that direction. 
They are of course misdirecting him ; notwithstanding 
whichy he seems ///(e/y, in his flurry y to stumble 
on the right road. 

You’re going wrong: see, that’s the way she went. 
Sc. O dear, O dear, but I Tartomixer runnish. 

lie runs out the wrong way. 
Ch. Merrily, merrily, merrily on 

to your own confusion go. 

But we’ve ended our say, 

and we’re going away, 

Like good honest women, 

straight home from the Play. 
And we trust that the twain- 

Home-givers will deign 
To bless with success our performance to-day. 
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THE ECCLESIAZUSAE 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE 

pRAXAGORA A CriKR 

Two Women Three Hags 

Bleeyrus, husband of A Chul 
Praxagora AYoltfh 

A Citizen A Servant-Maid of Prax agora 

Chremes Chorus of Women 


The stage rejrresents an Athenian street^ with three 
houses in the bacl^groundy the houses of hlefyrus, 
ciiRF.MEs, and the husband of the second woman. 

The hour is ^ m. a7id the stars are still visible in 
the sl^y. A young and delicate woman ^ clad in mascu- 
line attire^ is standing in the street, hanging up a 
lighted lamp in some conspicuous place. The woman 
is PRAXAGORA, the wife of IVepyrus, who has just 
left her husband asleep within, and has come out 
wearing his garments, with his sturdy wall(i? 2 g-sticl(^ 
in her hand, and his red Laconian shoes upon her 
feet. And the lamp is to serve as a signal to other 
Athenian women who have agreed to meet her here 
before the brea\ of day. No one is yet in sight: and 
while she is expecting thctr arrival, she apostrophizes 
the lamp in mocl{; heroic style, using such language 
as in tragedy might be addressed to the sun or moon 
or to some divine or heroic personage. 

Praxagora. O glovviii^; visage of ihc earthen lamp, 

On this conspicuous eminence well hung — 

(For through thy fates arul lineage \sill we go. 

Thou, who, by \s hirhng wheel of potter moulded. 

Dost with thy nozzle do the sun’s bright duly) — 
Awake the appointed signal olThe flame! 

Thou only knowest it, and righllv thou, 
i*'or thou alone, uiihin our chambers standing, 
Watchest unblamcd the mvMencs of love. 

Thine eye, inspector of our amorous sports, 
lleholdeth all, and no one saith “Begone!” 

I'hou comest, singeing, purifying all 
The dim recesses which none else may sec; 

And when the garners, stored with corn and wine. 

By stealth we open, thou dost stand beside us. 

And though thou knowest all this, thou dost not 
peach. 

Therefore our plans will we confide to thcc, 

What at the Scira wc resolved to do. 

Ah, but there’s no one here who should be here. 

Yet doth it draw towards daybreak; and the As- 
sembly 

Full soon will meet; and ivc frail womankind 
Must take the seats Phyromachus assigned us 
(You don’t forget ?) and not attract attention. 

What can the matter be ? Perchance their beards 
Are not stitched on, as our decree commanded, 
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Perchance they found it tlifiicult to steal 
'I'heir husband’s garments. Sta\ ! I see a lamp 
Moving this way. I will retire and watch. 

Lest It should haply be some man approaching! 

She conceals het^elf: enter mkst w()man, with 
lamp. 

\st Woman. It is the hour to start. As I was coming 
I heard the herald give his second— crow. 

PR \x \r;()RA reappears, 

Pr. 1 have been waiting, watching for you all 
The whole night long; and now J’ll siinimon forth 
My neighbour here, scratching her door so gently 
As not to rouse her husband. 

Enter segond w'oman. 

2 nd Woman. Yea, 1 heard 

(F'or J w'as up and putting on my shoes) 

I’he stealthy creeping of thy finger nail. 

My husband, dear — a Salaminian he — 

Has all night long been tossing in his bed; 

Wherefore 1 could not steal his gaib till now, 

1 .C/ W. C) now ihev are coming! Here’s Cleinaretc, 
Here’s Sostrata, and here’s Philaenete. 

Enter seven women, 

Semi-Chorus. Come, hurry up: for (ilyce vowed a 
\ow 

That whosoever comes the last shall pay 
One quart of chickpeas ami nine quarts of wine. 

1 st W. And look! Melistichc, Smicylhion’s wife, 
Wearing her husband’s shoes. She, only she. 

Has come away, methinks, at case, iinflurricd. 

2 nd W. And look! Cieiisisirata, the tapster’s wife, 
In her right hand the torch. 

Pr. And now the wives 

Of Idiilodoretiis and (diacrelades. 

And many another, hurr\ ing on I see, 

All that is best and worthiest in the towm. 

S.Ch. O honey, J’d tremendous work to come. 

My husband gorged his fill of sprats at supper. 

And he’s been cough, cough, coughing all night 
long. 

Pr. Well, sit ye dow n, that I may ask you this, 
Now that ye’re all assembled: have ye done 
What at the Scira ’tw'as resolved to do? 

ist W. I have, for one. Sec, underneath my arms 
The hair is growing thicker than a copse, 

As ’twas agreed : and when my husband started 
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OfF to the markct'place, Fd oil my body 
And stand all day decocting in the sun. 

2nd W, 1 too have done it: flinging, first of all, 

The razor out of doors, that so my skin 
Might grow quite hairy, and unlike a woman. 

Fr. But have ye got the beards, which, *twas 
determined. 

Ye all should bring, assembling here to-day ? 
istW.l have, by Hecate! Look! a lovely one. 

2nd IV, And I, much lovelier than Epicrates’s. 

Pr, And what say ye ? 

1st W, They nod assent : they’ve got them. 

Pr, The other matters, I perceive, are done. 
Laconian shoes ye’ve got, and walking-sticks. 

And the men’s ovcrcloaks, as we desired you. 

ist W. O Fve a splendid club I stole away 
(See, here it is) from lamias as he slept. 

Pr, O yes, I know: “the clubs he sweltered with.” 
1st W, By Zeus the Saviour, he’s the very man 
To don the skins the All-eyed herdsman wore, 

And, no man better, tend the— public hangman. 

Pr, But now to finish what remains to do 
While yet the stars are lingering in the sky; 

For this Assembly, as you know, whereto 
We all are bound, commences with the dawn. 

1st W, And so it does: and wc’rc to seat ourselves 
Facing the prytanes, just below the speakers. 

2nd W. See what Fve brought, dear heart : I mean 
to do 

A little spinning while the Assembly fills. 

Pr, Fills ? miserable woman I 

2nd W, Y cs, why not ? 

O I can spin and listen just as well. 

Besides, my little chicks have got no clothes. 

Pr, Fancy you spinning] when you must not have 
The tiniest morsel of your person seen. 

’Twere a fine scrape, if when the Assembly’s full. 
Some woman clambering o’er the seats, and 
throwing 

Her cloak awry, should show that she’s a woman. 
No, if we sit in front and gather round us 
Our husbands’ garments, none will find us out. 
Why, when we’ve got our flowing beards on there. 
Who that beholds us will suppose wc’rc women ? 
Was not Agyrrhius erst a woman } Yet 
Now that he wears the beard of Pronomus, 

He passes for a man, a statesman too. 

O by yon dawning day, ’tis just for that. 

We women dare this daring deed to do. 

If we can seize upon the helm of state 

And trim the ship to weather through the storm; 

For neither sails nor oars avail it now. 

1st W, How can the female soul of womankind 
Address the Assembly ? 

Pr. Admirably well. 

Youths that are most effeminate, they say. 

Are always strongest in the speaking line; 

And we’ve got that by nature. 

1st W, Maybe so. 

Still inexperience is a serious matter. 

Pr, And is not that the very reason why 
We’ve met together to rehearse the scene? 
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Now do make haste and fasten on your beards. 

And all you others who have practised talking. 

1st W, Practised, indeed! can’t every woman talk? 
Pr, Come, fasten on your beard, and be a man. 

I’ll lay these chaplets down, and do the same. 

Maybe I’ll make a little speech myself. 

2nd W, O, here, sweet love, Praxagora: look, child! 
O what a merry joke this seems to me! 

Pr. Joke! where’s the joke ? 

2nd W, *Tis j ust as if we tied 

A shaggy beard to toasting cuttlefish. 

Pr. Now, Purifier carry round the — cat. 

Come in! Ariphrades, don’t chatter so. 

Come in, sit down. Who will address the meeting? 

1st W, I. 

Pr. Wear chaplet then, and luck be vpith 
you. I 

ist W, There. 

Pr. Speak away. 

I St W. What, speak before I eff ink ? 

Pr. Just listen. Drinl(\ \ 

1st W. Then what’s this chaplet^for ? 

Pr. O get away. Is this what you’d have done \ 
Amongst the men ? 

1st W. What, don’t men drink at meetings ? 

Pr. Drink, fool ? 

1st W. By Artemis, I know they do. 

And strong drink too. Look at the acts they pass. 

Do you mean to tell me that they’d pass such 
nonsense 

If they weren’t drunk ? Besides, they pour libations. 
Or what’s the meaning of those tedious prayers ‘ 
Unless they’d got some wine, Fd like to know. 
Besides, they quarrel just like drunken men. 

And when one drinks too much, and gets too noisy. 
In come the Archer- boys, and run him out. 

Pr. Begone and sit you down, for you’re no good. 
ist W. flood lack, I wish I’d never worn a beard; 
I’m parched to death with thirst, I really am. 

Pr. Would any other like to speak ? 

2nd W. Yes, I. 

Pr. Put on this chaplet and be quick. Time 
presses. 

Now lean your weight upon your walking-stick. 
And speak your words out manfully and well. 

2nd W. I could have wished some more experi- 
enced man 

Had risen to speak, while I sat still and listened. 

But now I say I’ll not permit, for one. 

That in their taverns men should make them tanks 
Of water. ’Tis not proper, by the Twain.^ 

Pr. How ! by the Twain ? Girl, have you lost 
your wits? 

2nd W. Why, what’s amiss ? I never asked for drink. 
Pr. You are a man, and yet invoked the Twain. 
All else you said was excellently right. 

2nd W. O yes, by Apollo! 

Pr. Mind then, I won’t move 

Another step in this Assembly business. 

Unless you are strict and accurate in this. 

^Dcmctcr anu Persephone. 
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7 nd W, Give me the chaplet, and Til try again. 

I’ve thought of something very good to say. 

In my opinion, O assembled women, 

Pr. O monstrous! womcriy idiot, when they’re 
men} 

2nd W. ’Twas all Epigonus: he caught my eye 
And so, methought ’twas women I harangued. 

Pr. You, too, retire and sit you down again. 

For I myself will wear the chaplet now 
Your cause to further: and I pray the gods 
That I may haply prosper our design. 

I have, my friends, an equal stake with you 
In this our country, and I grieve to note 
The sad condition of the State’s affairs. 

I sec the State employing evermore 
Unworthy ministers; if one do well 
A single day, he’ll act amiss for ten. 

You trust another: he’ll be ten times worse. 

Hard, hard it is to counsel wayward men. 

Always mistrusting those who love you best. 

And paying court to those who love you not. 

There was a time, my friends, we never came 
To these Assemblies; then we knew full well 
Agyrrhius was a rogue: we come here now, 

And he who gets the cash applauds the man. 

And he who gets it not, protests that they 
Who come for payment ought to die the death. 
ist W, By Aphrodite now, but that’s well said! 

Pr. Heavens! Aphrodite! ’Twere a pleasant jest. 

If in the Assembly you should praise me so! 
ist W. Ah, but I won’t. 

Pr. Then don’t acquire the habit. 

This League^ again, when first we talked it over. 

It seemed the only thing to save the State. 

Yet when they’d got it, they disliked it. He 
Who pushed it through was forced to cut and run. 
Ships must be launch^; the poor men all approve. 
The wealthy men and farmers disapprove. 

You used to hate Corinthians, and they you; 

They are friendly now: do you be friendly too. 
Argeius was a fool : now Jerome’s wise. 

Safety just showed her face: but Thrasybulus, 

No more called in, is quite excluded now. 
ist W, Here’s a shrewd man ! 

Pr. Ah, now you praise me rightly 

Ye are to blame for this, Athenian people. 

Ye draw your wages from the public purse. 

Yet each man seeks his private gain alone. 

So the State reels, like any Aesimus. 

Still, if ye trust me, ye shall yet be saved. 

I move that now the womankind be asked 
To rule the State. In our own homes, ye know. 

They are the managers and rule the house. 
ist W, O good, go^, good 1 speak on, speak on, 
dear man 

Pr. That they are better in their ways than we 
I’ll soon convince you. First, they dye their wools 
With boiling tinctures, in the ancient style. 

You won’t find them^ I warrant, in a hurry 
Trying new plans. And would it not have saved 

'The anti-Spartan League of 395 b.c. 


The Athenian city had she let alone 
Things that worked well, nor idly sought things 
new? 

They roast their barley, sitting, as of old: 

They on their heads bear burdens, as of old: 

They keep their Thesmophoria, as of old: 

They bake their honied cheesecakes, as of old: 

They victimize their husbands, as of old: 

They still secrete their lovers, as of old: 

They buy themselves sly dainties, as of old: 

They love their wine un watered, as of old: 

They like a woman’s pleasures, as of old: 

Then let us, gentlemen, give up to them 
The helm of State, and not concern ourselves. 

Nor pry, nor question what they mean to do; 

But let them really govern, knowing this, 

The statesman -mot hers never will neglect 
Their soldier-sons. And then a soldier’s rations. 

Who will supply as well as she who bare him ? 

For ways anti means none can excel a woman. 

And there’s no fear at all that they’ll be cheated 
When they’re in power, for they’re the cheats 
themselves. 

Much I omit. But if you pass my motion. 

You’ll lead the happiest lives that e’er you dreamed 
of. 

ist W. O, good I Praxagora. \\ ell done, sweet 
wench. 

However did you learn to speak so finely ? 

Pr. I and my husband in the general flight 
Lodged in the Pnyx, and there 1 heard the speakers. 

ist W. Ah, you were clever to some purpose, dear. 
And if you now succeed in your designs 
We’ll then and there proclaim you chieftainess. 

But what if Cephalus, ill fare, insult you. 

How will you answer him in full Assembly ? 

Pr. I’ll say he’s frenzied. 
ist W. True enough ; but all 

The world know that. 

Pr. I’ll say he’s moody-mad. 

ist W, They know that too. 

Pr. That he’s more fit to tinker 

The constitution than his pots and pans. 
ist W. If Ncoclcidcs, blear-eyed oaf, insult you? 

Pr. “Peep at a puppy’s tail, my lad,’’ quoth I. 
ist W. What if they interrupt ? 

Pr. I’ll meet them there. 

I’m quite accustomed to that sort of thing. 

1st W. O but suppose the archers hale you off. 
What will you do ? 

Pr. Stick out my elbows, so. 

They shan’t seize me, the varlcts, round my waist. 

Ayc,and we’ll help: we’ll bid the men let go. 
ist W. Then that we’ve settled, wonderfully well. 
But this we’ve not considered, how to mind 
We lift our hands, and not our feet, in voting. 

We’re more for lifting feet than lifting hands. 

Pr. A knotty point. However, wc must each 
Hold up one arm, bare from the shoulder, so. 

Now then, my dears, tuck up your tunics neatly. 
And slip your feet in those Laconian shoes. 

Just as ye’ve seen your husbands do, whene’er 
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They’re going out, mayhap to attend the 
Assembly. 

And next, so soon as everything is right 
With shoes and tunics, fasten on your beards, 

And when ye’ve got them neatly fitted on. 

Then throw your husbands’ mantles over all, 

7'hose which ye stole; and leaning on your sticks 
Off to the Meeting, piping as ye go 
Some old man’s song, and mimicking the ways 
Of country fellows. 

jst W. Good ! but let ourselves 

Get on before them: other women soon 
Will come I know from all the countryside 
Straight for the Pnyx. 

Pr. Be quick, for ’tis the rule 

That whoso comes not with the early dawn 
Must slink abashed, with never a doit, away. 

PRAXAGORA and FIRST and skcond w'oxfFN de- 
part; the rest remain and form the chorus. 
Semi’Ch. Time to be moving, gentlemen! 

’tis best we keep repeating 
This name of ours, lest we forget 

to use it at the Meeting. 

For terrible the risk would be, if any man detected 
The great and daring scheme which we 

in darkness have projected. 
Semi-Ch, On to the Meeting, worthy sirs: 

for now the magistrate avers 
That whoever shall fail to 
Arrive while the dusk of the 
Morning is grey, 

All dusty and smacking of 
Pickle and acid, that 
Man shall assuredly 
Forfeit his pay. 

Now Chari timides, 

Draces, and Smicythus, 

Hasten along : 

See that there fall from you 
Never a word or a 
Note that is wrong. 

Get we our tickets, and 
Sit we together, and 
Choose the front rows. 

Vote we whatever our 
Sisters propose. 

Our sisters\ My wits are gone gleaning! 

Our “brothers,” of course, was my meaning. 

Enter hand of twelve countrywomen. 
Semi-Ch. We’ll thrust aside this bothering throng 
which from the city crowds along. 
These men, who aforetime 
When only an obol they 
Got for their pay 
Would sit in the wreath-market, 
Chatting away. 

Ah wtII, in the days of our 
Noble Myronides 
None would have stooped 
Money to take for 
Attending the meetings, but 
Hither they trooped. 


Each with his own little 
Goatskin of wine. 

Each with three olives, two 
Onions, one loaf, in his 
Wallet, to dine. 

But now they are set 
I’hc three-obol to get. 

And whene’er the State business engages. 

They clamour, like hodmen, for wages. 

The CHCjRus leave the orchestra for a time. Enter 
BLEPYKus in his wife's dress, 

Blepyrus, What’s up Where’s my wife gone ? Why, 
bless the woman. 

It’s almost daybreak and she can’t be found. 

Here am I, taken with the gripes abed. 

Groping abwfit to find my overcloak 
And shoes i’ the dark; but hang it, they’reigone too: 
I could not find them anywhere. Meanwhile 
Easums kept knocking hard at my back-door; 

So on 1 put this kirtle of my wife’s, \ 

And shove my feet into her Persian slippers.'' 
Where’s a convenient place or shall I say • 

All are alike convenient in the dark } ' 

No man can see me here, I am sure of that. 

Fool that I was, worse luck, to take a wife 
In my old age. Ought to be thrashed, I ought! 

’Tis for no good, T warrant, that she’s out 
This lime of night. However, I can’t wait. 

Enter citizen, another husband. 
Citizen. Hey-day! who’s this? Not neighbour 
Blepyrus? 

Sure and it’s he himself. Why, tell me, man. 

What’s all that yellow ? Do )oii mean to say 
You’ve had (ymesias at his tricks again ? 

Bl. No, no; I w^anted to come out, and took 
This little yellow kirtle of my wife’s. 

Ci. But where’s your cloak ? 

Bl. I’ve not the least idea. 

I searched amongst the clothes, and ’twasn’t there. 
Ci. Did you not ask your wafe to find the thing ? 
Bl. I didn’t. No. l''or why ? She wasn’t there. 

She’s wormed herself a w-ay out of the house; 

Some re^'olution in the wind, I fear. 

Ci. O by Poseidon, but your case is just 
The same as mine. My wife has stolen away. 

And carried off my cloak. And that’s not all. 

Hang her, she’s carried off my shoes as well: 

At least 1 could not find them anywhere. 

Bl. No more canJ : I could not any w'here 
Find my Laconians: so, my case being urgent, 

I shove her slippers on, and out 1 bolt 
For fear I soil my blanket; ’iw'as a clean one. 

Ci. What can it be ? can any of her gossips 
Have asked her out to breakfast ? 

Bl. I expect so 

She’s not a bad one: I don’t thin\s\it is. 

Ci. Why, man, you are paying out a cable : I 
Must to the Assembly, when I’ve found my cloak, 
My missing cloak: the only one I’ve got. 

Bl. I too, when eased ; but now an acrid pear 
Is blocking up the passage of my food. 

Ci. As Thrasybulus told the Spartans, ch ? Exit. 
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BL By Dionysus, but it grips me tight, 

And that’s not all : whatever shall Ido? 

For how the food I am going to eat hereafter 
Will find a passage out, I can’t imagine; 

So firm and close this Aendusian chap 
Has fastened up its pathway to the door. 

Who’ll fetch a doctor, and what doctor, here ? 

Which of the pathicks knows this business best ? 
Amynon knows: but perhaps he won’t admit it. 

Fetch, fetch Antisthenes, by all means fetch him. 

He’s just the man (to judge from his complaints) 

To know the pangs from which I’m suffering now. 

Great Eileithyia, let me not remain 
Thus plugged and barricaded, nor become 
A public nightstool for the comic stage. 

ciiREMES, the other neighbour. 
Chremes. Taking your ease, good neighbour ? 

Bl. No, I’m not. 

’Tis true I have been, but I’ve finished now. 

Chr, O, and you’ve got your lady’s kirtle on ! 

BL ’Twas dark indoors : I caught it up by chance 
But whence comeyo//? 

Chr. I’m coming from the Assembly. 

BL What, is it over ? 

Chr. Aye, betimes to-day. 

And O, dear Zeus, the fun it was to see 
The way they spattered the vermilion round. 

BL Got your three-obol ? 

Chr. No, not 1, worse luck. 

I was too late: I’m carrying home, ashamed. 

This empty wallet : nothing else at all. 

BL Why, how was that ? 

Chr. There gathered such a crowd 

About the Pnyx, you never saw the like; 

Such pale-faced fellows; just like shoemakers 
We all declared ; and strange it was to see 
How pallid-packed the whole Assembly looked. 

So I and lots of us could get no pay. 

BL Shall I get any if I run ? 

Chr. Not you! 

Not had you been there when the cock was giving 
Its second crow. 

BL O weep, Antilochus, 

Rather for me, the living, than for him. 

The loved and lost—lhrce-obol. All is gone! 

Whatever was it though that brought together 
So vast a crowd so early ? 

Chr. *T was d et ermined 

To put this question to the assembled people, 

“How best to save the State.” So first and foremost 
Came Neocleides, groping up to speak. 

And all the people shouted out aloud, 

“What scandal that this blear-eyed oaf, who cannot 
Save his own eyesight for himself, should dare 
To come and teach us how to save the Stale.” 

But he cried out, and leered around, and said, 

“What’s to be done ?” 

BL “Pound garlic up with verjuice. 

Throw in some spurge of the Laconian sort. 

And rub it on your eyelids every night.” 

That’s what, hiad I been present. I’d have said. 

Chr. Next came Evacon, smart accomplished chap, 
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With nothing on, as most of us supposed, 

But he himself insisted he was clothed. 

He made a popular democratic speech. 

“Behold,” says he, “I am myself in want 
Of cash to save me; yet I know the way 
To save the citizens, and save the State. 

Let every clothier give to all that ask 

Warm woolen robes, when first the sun turns back. 

No more will pleurisy attack us then. 

Let such as own no bedclothes and no bed. 

After they’ve dined, seek out the furriers, there 
To sleep; and whoso shuts the door against them 
In wintry weather, shall be fined three blankets.” 

BL Well said indeed ; and never a man would dare 
To vote against him, had he added this: 

“That all who deal in grain shall freely give 
Three quarts to every pauper, or be hanged.” 

That good, at least, they’d gain from Nausicydes. 

Chr. Then, after him, there bounded up to speak 
A spruce and pale-faced youth, like Nicias. 

And Ac declared we ought to place the Slate 
Into the hands of (whom do you think ?) the womeni 
I’hcn the whole mob of shoemakers began 
To cheer like mad; whilst all the country folk 
Hooted and hissed. 

BL They showed their sense, by Zeus. 

Chr. But less their numbers; so the lad went on, 
Speaking all good of women, but of you 
Everything bad. 

BL What? 

Chr. First of all he called you 

An arrant rogue. 

BL And you ? 

Chr. Let be, awhile. 

Also a thief. 

BL Me only ? 

Chr. And by Zeus, 

A sycophant. 

BL Me only ? 

Chr. And by Zeus, 

All our friends here. 

BL Well, who says nay to that ? 

Chr. And then the woman is, he said, a thing 
Stuffed full of wit and moneymaking ways. 

They don’t betray their Thesmophorian secrets, 

But you and I blab all State secrets out. 

BL By Hermes, there at least he told no lie. 

Chr. And women lend each other, said the lad. 
Their dresses, trinkets, money, drinking-cups, 
Though quite alone, with never a witness there. 

And all restore the loan, and none withhold it. 

But men, he said, are always doing this. 

BL Aye to be sure : though witnesses were there. 
Chr. TAey don’t inform, or prosecute, or put 
The people down; but everything that’s right. 

And much, besides, he praised the womankind. 

BL What was determined ? 

Chr. You’re to put the State 

Into their hands. This was the one reform 
Not yet attempted. 

Bl. ’Twas decreed? 

Chr. It was. 
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Bl. So then the women now must undertake 
All manly duties? 

Ckr. So I understand. 

BL Then I shan't be a dicast, but my wife ? 

Ckr, Nor you support your household, but your wife. 
BL Nor I get grumbling up in early morn ? 

Chr, No: for the future that's your wife’s affair. 
You'll lie abed: no grumbling any more. 

BL But hark ye, 'twould be rough on us old men 
If, when the women hold the reins of State, 

They should perforce compel us to— 

Ckr, Do what ? 

BL Make love to them. 

Chr. But if we’re not prepared ? 

BL They'll dock our breakfasts. 

Chr. Therefore learn the way 

How to make love, and eat your breakfast too. 

BL Upon compulsion 1 Faugh I 
Chr, If that is for 

The public good, we needs must all obey. 

There is a legend of the olden time, 

That all our foolish plans and vain conceits 
Are overruled to work the public good. 

So be it now, high Pallas and ye g^s! 

But I must go. Farewell. 

BL And farewell, Chremes. 

Exeunt. 
Enter chorus. 

Chorus. Step strong ! March along i 

But search and scan if any man 

be somewhere following in our rear. 
Look out ! Wheel about I 
And O be sure that all's secure; 

for many are the rogues, I fear. 
Lest someone, coming up behind us, 

in this ungodly guise should find us. 
Be sure you make a clattering sound 

with both your feet against the ground. 
For dismal shame and scandal great 
Will everywhere upon us wait, 

if our disguise they penetrate. 
So wrap your garments round you tight, 

And peep about with all your might. 

Both here and there and on your right, 

Or this our plot to save the State 

will in disaster terminate. 
Move on, dear friends, move on apace, 

for now we’re very near the place 
From whence we started, when we went 

to join the men in Parliament. 
And there’s the mansion, full in view, 

where dwells our lady chieftain, who 
The wise and noble scheme invented 

to which the State has just assented. 
So now no longer must we stay, 

no longer while the time away. 
False-bearded with this bristly hair, 

Lest someone see us and declare 

our hidden secret everywhere. 
So draw ye closer, at my call. 

Beneath the shadow of the wall. 

And glancing sideways, one and all, 


Adjust and change your dresses there, 

and bear the form which erst ye bare. 
For see the noble lady fair, 

our chieftainess, approaching there. 
She's coming home with eager speed 

from yon Assembly; take ye heed. 
And loathe upon your chins to wear 

that monstrous equipage of hair; 
For 'neath its tickling mass, I know, 

they’ve all been smarting long ago. 
PRAXAGORA is Seen returning from the Assembly. 
She is still wearing her husband's garments, and 
enters the stage done. We hear no more of the 
TWO WOMEN who had been her companions 
there before. And nobody else comes on the stage 
until i^LEPYRus and chremes emerge from 
their respective houses, twenty lines below. 

Pr. So far, dear sisters, these our bold designs 
Have all gone off successfully and well. \ 

But now at once, or e'er some wight perceive us. 

Off with your woollens; cast your shoes; unloose 
The jointed clasp of thy Laconian reins: \ 

Discard your staves. Nay, but do you, my dear, \ 

Get these in order: I myself will steal 
Into the house, and ere my husband see me. 

Put back his overcloak, unnoticed, where 
I found it, and whatever else I took. 

PRAXAGORA retircs into her house {the house of 
BLEPYRus) to change her dress, whilst the cho- 
rus change theirs in the orchestra. She almost 
immediately returns, and henceforth all the wo- 
men are clothed in their proper habiliments . ' 
Ch. We have done your behest, and as touching 
the rest. 

We will do whatsoever you tell us is best. 

For truly I ween that a woman so keen. 

Resourceful and subtle we never have seen. 

Pr. Then all by my side, as the councillors tried 
Of the office I hold, be content to abide; 

For there, in the fuss and hullabaloo. 

Ye proved yourself women most manly and true. 
Enter blepyrus and chremes from their re- 
spective houses. 

BL Hallo, Praxagora, whence come you ? 

Pr. What’s that 

To you, my man? 

BL What's that to me ? That’s cool. 

Pr. Not from a lover ; that you know. 

BL Perchance 

From more than one. 

Pr. That you can lest, directly. 

BL Marry and how ? 

Pr. Smell if my hair is perfumed. 

BL Does not a woman sin unless she's perfumed ? 
Pr. I don't, at all events. 

BL What made you steal 

Away so early with my overcloak ? 

Pr. I was called out ere daybreak, to a friend 
In pangs of childbirth. 

BL Why not tell me first. 

Before you went? 
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Ft. Not haste to help her in 

Such straits, my husband ? 

BL After telling me. 

Something's wrong there. 

Fr. Nay, by the Twain, I went 

Just as I was; the wench who came besought me 
To lose no time. 

BL Is that the reason why 

You did not put your mantle on ? You threw it 
Over my bed and took my overcloak, 

And left me lying like a corpse laid out; 

Only rd never a wreath, or bottle of oil. 

Fr. The night was cold, and I’m so slight and 
fragile, 

I took your overcloak to keep me warm. 

And you I left well snuggled up in warmth 
And rugs, my husband. 

BL How came my staff to form 

One of your party, and my red Laconians ? 

Fr. I took your shoes to save your overcloak; 
Aping your walk, stumping with both my feet, 

And striking down your staff against the stones. 

BL You’ve lost eight quarts of wheat, I’d have 
you know. 

Which the Assembly would have brought me in. 

Fr. Well, never mind ; she’s got a bonny boy. 

BL Who ? the Assembly has r 
Fr. No, fool, the woman. 

But has it met? 

BL I told you yesterday 

*Twas going to meet. 

Fr. O yes, I now remember. 

BL Have you not heard then what’s decreed ? 

Pr, No, dear. 

BL Then sit you down and chew your cuttlefish. 
The State, they say, is handed over to you! 

Pr. What for ? To weave ? 

BL No, govern. 

Fr. Govern what ? 

BL All the whole work and business of the State. 
Fr. O here’s a lucky State, by Aphrodite, 

We're going to have! 

BL How so? 


Fr. For many reasons. 

For now no longer shall bold men be free 
To shame the city: no more witnessing, 

No false informing — 

BL Hang it, don’t do that. 

Don’t take away my only means of living! 

Chr. Pray, sir, be still, and let the lady speak. 

Fr. No thefts of overcloaks, no envyings now. 
None to be poor and naked any more. 

No wranglings, no distraining on your goods. 

Chr. Now, by Poseidon, wondrous news if true. 

Fr. Aye and I’ll prove it, so that you’ll su ppor t me, 
And he himself have nought to say against it. 

Ch. Now waken your intellect bright, 

Your soul philosophic, that knows 
So well for your comrades to fight. 

For all to our happiness goes 

The project your tongue will disclose, 

As with thousands of joys you propose 


The citizen life to endow. 

Now show us what things you can do! 

It is time; for the populace now 
Requires an original new 
Experiment; only do you 
Some novelty bring from your store 
Never spoken or done heretofore. 

The audience don’t like to be cheated 
With humours too often repeated. 

So come to the point, and at once; for delay 
Is a thing the spectators detest in a play. 

Fr. I’ve an excellent scheme, if you will but 
believe it; 

But I cannot be sure how our friends will receive it; 
Or what they will do, if the old I eschew, 

And propound them a system erratic and new. 

This makes me a trifle alarmed and faintdicarted. 

BL As to that, you may safely be fearless and bold : 
We adore what is new, and abhor what is old. 

This rule we retain when all else has departed. 

Fr. Then all to the speaker in silence attend. 

And don’t interrupt till I come to the end, 

And weigh and perpend, till you quite comprehend, 
The drift and intent of the scheme I present. 

The 1 ule which I dare to enact and declare, 

Is that all shall be equal, and equally share 
All wealth and enjoyments, nor longer endure 
That one should be rich, and another be poor. 

That one should have acres, far >st retching and wide. 
And another not even enough to provide 
Himself with a grave: that this at his call 
Should have hundreds of servants, and that none 
at all. 

All this I intend to correct and amend: 

Now all of all blessings shall freely partake. 

One life and one system for all men I make. 

Bl. And how will you manage it ? 

Fr. First, I’ll provide 

That the silver, and land, and whatever beside 
Each man shall possess, shall be common and free. 
One fund for the public ; then out of it we 
Will feed and maintain you, like housekeepers true, 
Dispensing, and sparing, and caring for you. 

BL With regard to the land, I can quite under- 
stand, 

But how, if a man have his money in hand, 

Not farms, which you see, and he cannot withhold. 
But talents of silver and Darics of gold ? 

Fr. All this to the stores he must bring. 

BL But suppose 

He choose to retain it, and nobody knows; 

Rank perjury doubtless; but what if it be? 

'Twas by that he acquired it at first. 

Fr. I agree. 

But now ’twill be useless; he’ll need it no more. 

BL How mean you ? 

Fr. All pressure from want will be o’er. 

Now each will have all that a man can desire, 

Cakes, barley-loaves, chestnuts, abundant attire. 
Wine, garlands and fish: then why should he wish 
The wealth he has gotten by fraud to retain? 

If you know any reason, I hope you’ll explain. 
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Bl. ’Tis those that have most of these goods, 1 
believe, 

That are always the worst and the keenest to thieve. 

Pr, I grant you, my friend, in the days that are 
past. 

In your old-fashioned system, abolished at last; 

But what he’s to gain, though his wealth he retain, 
When all things are common, I’d have you explain. 

Bl. If a youth to a girl his devotion would show. 

He surely must woo her with presents. 

Pr. O no. 

All women and men will be common and free. 

No marriage or other restraint there will be. 

Bl. But if all should aspire to the favours of one. 

To the girl that is fairest, what then will be done ? 

Pr. By the side of the beauty, so stately and grand, 
The dwarf, the deformed, and the ugly will stand; 

And before you’re entitled the beauty to woo. 

Your court you must pay to the hag and the shrew. 

Bl. For the ladies you’ve nicely provided no 
doubt; 

No woman will now be a lover without. 

But what of the men ? For the girls, I suspect, 

The handsome will choose, and the ugly reject. 

Pr. No girl will of course be permitted to mate 
Except in accord with the rules of the State. 

By the side of her lover, so handsome and tall, 

Will be stationed the squat, the ungainly and small. 
And before she’s entitled the beau to obtain. 

Her love she must grant to the awkward and plain. 

Bl, O then such a nose as Lysicrates shows 
Will vie with the fairest and best, 1 suppose. 

Pr. O yes, ’tis a nice democratic device, 

A popular system as ever was tried, 

A jape on the swells with their rings and their pride. 
“Now, fopling, away,*’ Gaffer Hobnail will say, 

“Stand aside: it is I have precedence to-day.” 

Bl. But how, may I ask, will the children be 
known ? 

And how can a father distinguish his own ? 

Pr. They will never be known : it can never be 
told; 

All youths will in common be sons of the old. 

Bl. If in vain to distinguish our children we seek, 

Pray what will become of the agM and weak ? 

At present I own, though a father be known. 

Sons throttle and choke him with hearty goodwill; 

But will they not do it more cheerily still. 

When the sonship is doubtful ? 

Pr. No, certainly not. 

For now if a boy should a parent annoy. 

The lads who are near will of course interfere; 

For they may themselves be his children, I wot. 

Bl. In much that you say there is much to admire; 
But what if Leucolophus claim me for sire. 

Or vile Epicurus? I think you’ll agree 
That a great and unbearable nuisance ’twould be. 

Clir. A nuisance much greater than this might 
befall you. 

Bl. How so? 

CAr. If the skunk Aristyllus should call you 

His father, and seize you, a kiss to imprint. 
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Bl. O hang him I Confound him I O how I would 
pound him! 

Chr. I fancy you soon would be smelling of mint. 

Pr. But this, sir, is nonsense : it never could be. 
That whelp was begotten before the Decree. 

His kiss, it is plain, you can never obtain. 

Bl. The prospect I view with disgust and alarm. 
But who will attend to the work of the farm ? 

Pr. All labour and toil to your slaves you will 
leave; 

Your business ’twill be, when the shadows of eve 
Ten feet on the face of the dial are cast. 

To scurry away to your evening repast. 

Bl. Our clothes, what of them ? 

Pr. Y ou have plenty in store, 

When these are; worn out, we will weave you some 
more. ( 

Bl. Just one other thing. If an action they briAg, 
What funds will be mine for discharging the finer 
You won’t pay it out of the stores, I opine. \ 

Pr. A fine to be paid when an action they brings 
Why bless you, our people won’t know such a thii^ 
As an action. 

Bl. No actions 1 1 feel a misgiving. 

Pray what are “our people” to do for a living ? 

Chr. You are right : there are many will rue it. 

Pr. No doubt. 

But what can one then bring an action about ? 

Bl. There are reasons in plenty ; I’ll just mention 
one. 

If a debtor won’t pay you, pray what’s to be done? 
Pr. If a debtor won’t pay 1 Nay, but tell me, my 
friend. 

How the creditor came by the money to lend ? 

All money, I thought, to the stores had been 
brought. 

I’ve got a suspicion, I say it with grief. 

Your creditor’s surely a bit of a thief. 

Chr. Now that is an answer acute and befitting. 

Bl. But what if a man should be fined for com- 
mitting 

Some common assault, when elated with wine; 

Pray what arc his means for discharging that fine ? 

I have posed you, I think. 

P^. Why, his victuals and drink 

Will be stopped by command for awhile; and I guess 
That he will not again in a hurry transgress. 

When he pays with his stomach. 

Bl. Will thieves be unknown ? 

Pr. Why, how should they steal what is partly 
their own ? 

Bl. No chance then to meet at night in the street 
Some highwayman coming our cloaks to abstract ? 
Pr. No, not if you’re sleeping at home ; nor, in 
fact. 

Though you choose to go out. That trade, why 
pursue it ? 

There’s plenty for all: but suppose him to do it. 
Don’t fight and resist him; what need of a pother? 
You can go to the stores, and they’ll give you 
another. 

BL Shall we gambling forsake? 


ARISTOPHANES 



7 / 2-757 


THE ECCLESIAZUSAE 


6j2r-JII 

Pr. Why, what could you stake ? 

Bl. But what is the style of our living to be ? 

Pr. One common to all, independent and free. 

All bars and partitions for ever undone. 

All private establishments fused into one. 

Bl. Then where, may I ask, will our dinners be 
laid? 

Pr. Each court and arcade of the law shall be made 
A banqueting-hall for the citizens. 

BL Right. 

But what will you do with the desk for the speakers? 
Pr. ni make it a stand for the cups and the 
beakers; 

And there shall the striplings be ranged to recite 
The deeds of the brave, and the joys of the fight, 

And the cowards* disgrace; till out of the place 
Each coward shall slink with a very red face, 

Not stopping to dine. 

bl O but that will be fine. 

And what of the balloting-booths ? 

Pr. They shall go 

To the head of the market-place, all in a row, 

And there by Harmodius taking my station, 

I’ll tickets dispense to the whole of the nation, 

Till each one has got his particular lot. 

And manfully bustles along to the sign 
Of the letter whereat he’s empanelled to dine. 

The man who has A shall be ushered away 
To the Royal Arcade; to the next will go B; 

And C to the Cornmarket. 
bl Merely to see} 

Pr, No, fool, but to dine. 
bl *Tis an excellent plan. 

Then he who gets never a letter, poor man. 

Gets never a dinner. 

Pr, But ’twill not be so. 

There’ll be plenty for all, and to spare. 

No stint and no grudging our system will know. 

But each will away from the revelry go. 

Elated and grand, with a torch in his hand 
And a garland of flowers in his hair. 

And then through the streets as they wander, a lot 
Of women will round them be creeping, 

“O come to my lodging,” says one, “I have got 
Such a beautiful girl in my keeping.” 

“But here is the sweetest and fairest, my boy,” 

From a window another will say, 

“But ere you’re entitled her love to cn;oy 
Your toll to myself you must pay.” 

Then a sorry companion, flat-visaged and old. 

Will shout to the youngster “Avast! 

And where areyo« so gallant and bold. 

And where areyo« hieing so fast ? 

*Tis in vain; you must yield to the laws of the State> 
And I shall be courting the fair. 

Whilst you must without in the vestibule wait. 

And strive to amuse yourself there, dear boy. 

And strive to amuse yourself there.” 

There now, what think ye of my scheme ? 

21 First-rate. 

Pr. Then now I’ll go to the market-place, and 
there, 


Taking some clear- voiced girl as crieress. 

Receive the goods as people bring them in. 

This must I do, elected chieftainess 
To rule the Slate and start the public feasts; 

That so your banquets may commence to-day. 

BL What, shall we banquet now at once ? 

Pr. You shall. 

And next I’ll make a thorough sweep of all 
The flaunting harlots. 

BL Why? 

Pr. That these free ladies 

May have the firstling manhood of our youths. 

Those servile hussies shall no longer poach 
Upon the true-love manors of the free. 

No, let them herd with slaves, and lie with slaves, 

In servile fashion, snipped and trimmed to match. 

BL Lead on, my lass. I’ll follow close behind; 

That men may point and whisper as I pass. 

There goes the husband of our chieftainess, 

Chr. And I will muster and review my goods, 

And bring them all, as ordered, to the stores. 

Exeunt praxagora, blli’ykus, andcmvMZS, 
(Here was a choral song, now lost, during which 
cHREMEs is preparing to bring out his chattels from 
the house,) 

Chr, My sweet bran-winnower, come you sweetly 
here. 

Marcli out the first of all my household goods. 
Powdered and trim, like some young basket-bearer. 
Aye, many a sack of mine you have bolted down. 
Now where’s the chair-girl ? Come along, dear pot, 
(Wow! but you’re black: scarce blacker had you 
chanced 

To boil the dye Lysicrates employs). 

And stand by her. Come hither, tiring-maid; 

And pitcher- bearer, bear your pitcher here. 

You, lair musician, take your station there, 

You whose untimely trumpet-call has oft 
Roused me, ere daybreak, to attend the Assembly. 
Who’s got the dish, go forward; take the combs 
Of honey ; set the olive branches nigh; 

Bring out the triptxls and the bottles of oil; 

The pannikins and rubbish you can leave. 

Now another door opens, the door upon which 
PRAXAGORA had stealthily scratched, 34 above, 
and the husband op tub second woman 
again comes out, as he did 327 above, 

Ci, I bring my goods to the stores 1 That were to be 
A hapless greenhorn, ill endowed with brains. 

I’ll never do it; by Poseidon, never! 

I’ll test the thing and scan its bearings first. 

I’m not the man to fling my sweat and thrift 
So idly and so brainlessly away. 

Before I’ve fathomed how the matter stands. 

—You there! what means this long array of chattels ? 
Are they brought out because you’re changing 
house. 

Or are you going to pawn them ? 

Chr, No. 

CL Then why 

All in a row ? Are they, in grand procession. 
Marching to Hiero the auctioneer ? 
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Chr, O no, I am going to bring them to the stores 
For the State’s use: so run the new-made laws. 

O', (in shrill surprise) You are going to bring themi 
Chr. Yes. 

Ci. By Zeus the Saviour, 

You’re an ill-starred onel 
Chr. How? 

Ci. How ? Plain enough. 

Chr. What, must I not, forsooth, obey the laws? 

Ci. The laws, poor wretch I What laws ? 

Chr. The new-made laws. 

Ci. The new-made laws ? O what a fool you are! 
Chr. A fool ? 

O'. Well, aren’t you ? Just the veriest dolt 

In all the town) 

Chr. Because I do what’s ordered ? 

O'. Is it a wise man’s part to do what’s ordered ? 
Chr. Of course it is. 

Ci. Of course it is a fool’s. 

Chr. Then won’t you bring yours in ? 

O'. m wait awhile, 

And watch the people what they’re going to do. 

Chr. What should they do but bring their chattels in 
For the State’s use? 

O'. I saw it and believed. 

Chr. Why, in the streets they talk— 

O'. Ay, talk they will. 

Chr. Saying they’ll bring their goods — 

Ci. Ay, say they will. 

Chr. Zounds! you doubt everything. 

O'. Ay, doubt they will. 

Chr. O, Heaven confound you. 

O'. Ay, confound they will. 

What! think you men of sense will bring their goods ? 
Not they! That’s not our custom: we're disposed 
Rather to take than give, like the dear gods. 

Look at their statues, stretching out their hands! 

We pray the powers to give us all things good; 

Still they hold forth their hands with hofiowed 
palms, 

Showing their notion is to take, not give. 

Chr. Pray now, good fellow, let me do my work. 
Hi! where’s the strap? These must be tied together. 
Ci. Y ou are really going ? 

Chr. Don’t you see I’m tying 

These tripods up this instant ? 

Ci. O what folly! 

Not to delay a little, and observe 
What other people do, and then- 
ce. And then? 

Ci. Why then put off, and then delay again. 

Chr. Why so? 

Ci. Why, if perchance an earthquake came, 

Or lightning fell, or a cat cross the street, 

They’ll soon cease bringing in, you blockhead you! 
Chr. A pleasant jest, ill should find no room 
To bring my chatteb! 

O*. To receive^ you mean. 

Twere time to bring them, two days hence. 

Chr. How mean you ? 

Ci. I know these fdlows ; voting in hot haste. 

And straight ignoring the decree they’ve passed. 


Chr. They’ll bring them, friend. 

Ci. But if they don’t, what then ? 

Chr. No fear; they’ll bring them. 

Ci. If they don’t, what then ? 

Chr. We’ll fight them. 

Ci. If they prove too strong, what then ? 

Chr. I’ll leave them. 

Ci. If they won’t be left, what then ? 

Chr. Go, hang yourself. 

O'. And if I do, what then ? 

Chr. ’Twere a good deed. 

O'. Y ou are really going to bring them ? 

Chr. Yes, that’s exactly what I’m going to do. 

I see my neighbours bringing theirs. 

O'. Oay, 

Antisthenes for instance. Heavens, he’d liefer 
Sit on the stool for thirty days and more. 1 
CAr. Be hanged! \ 

O'. Well, but Callimachus the poet. 

What, will he bring them ? \ 


Chr. 


More than Callias can. 


Ci. Well, here’s a man will throw away his \ 
substance. 

Chr. That’s a hard saying. 

Ci. Hard ? when every day 

We see abortive resolutions passed! 

That vote about the salt, you mind thaU don’t you ? 
Chr. I do. 

O'. And how we voted, don’t you mind, 
Those copper coins. 

Chr. And a bad job for me 

That coinage proved, I sold my grapes, and stuffed 
My check with coppers; then I steered away 
And went to purchase barley in the market; 

When just as I was holding out my sack. 

The herald cried, “No copper coins allowed! 
Nothing but silver must be paid or taken!” 

O'. Then that late tax, the two-and-a-half per 
cent, 

Euripides devised, weren’t we all vowing 
’Twould yield five hundred talents to the State? 
Then every man would gild Euripides. 

But when we reckoned up, and found the thing 
A Zeus’s Corinth, and no good at all. 

Then every man would tar Euripides. 

Chr. But times have altered; then the men bare 
sway, 

’Tis now the women. 

O'. Who, I’ll take good care. 

Shan’t try on me their little piddling ways. 

Chr. You’re talking nonsense. Boy, take up the 
yoke. 

Enter a crier to summon all citizens to^the ban- 
quet. 

Crier. O all ye citizens (for now ’tis thus). 

Come all, come quick, straight to your chieftaincss. 
There cast your lots; there fortune shall assign 
To every man his destined feasting- place. 

Come, for the tables now arc all prepared 
And laden heavily with all good things: 

The couches all with rugs and cushions piled! 
Hiey’re mixing wine: the perflime-sclling girls 


624 



88i^^o 


842-880 


THE ECCLESIAZUSAE 


Are ranged in order : collops on the fire : 

Hares on the spit; and in the oven, cakes; 

Chaplets are woven ; comfits parched and dried. 

The youngest girls are boiling pots of broth; 

And there amongst them, in his riding-suit, 

The gallant Smoius licks their platters clean. 

There Geron too, in dainty robe and pumps, 

His threadbare cloak and shoon discarded now. 
Struts on, guffawing with another lad. 

Come, therefore, come, and quickly: bread in hand 
The pantlcr stands; and open wide your mouths. 

Exit. 

Ci. rll go, for one. Why stand I idly here. 

When thus the city has declared her will ? 

Chr, Where Will you go? You haven’t brought your 
goods. 

Ci, To supper. 

Chr, Not if they’ve their wits about them 

Until you’ve brought your goods. 

Ci, , I’ll bring them. 

Chr, When? 

Ci, My doings won ’t delay the j ob. 

Chr. Why not ? 

Ci. Others will bring them later still than I. 

Chr. You arc going to supper ? 
a. What am I to do ? 

Good citizens must needs support the State 
As best they can. 

Chr. If they say no, what then ? 

Ci, At them, head foremost. 

Chr, If they strike, what then ? 

Cl. Summon the minxes. 

Chr, If they jeer, what then ? 

Ci. Why, then I’ll stand beside the door, and— 
Cif. Wliat? 

Ci. Seize on the viands as they bear them in. 

Chr. Come later then. Now Parmeno and Sicon 
Take up my goods and carry them along. 

Cl. I’ll help you bring them. 

Chr. Heaven forbid ! I fear 

That when I’m there, depositing the goods 
Beside the chieftainess, you’ll claim them yours. 

Exit. 

Ci. Now must I hatch some crafty shrewd device 
To keep my goods, and yet secure a part 
In all these public banquets, like the rest. 

Hah! Excellent! ’Twill work. Away! Away! 

On to the banquet-hall without delay. Exit. 

(Here again was a choral song, now lost.) 

The scenery seems to have remained unchanged through- 
out the play; and blepyrus comes out of the central 
house 1 128 below, just as he has already done at 
311 and 520 above. But the houses on either side, 
hitherto the residences of Chremes and the Second 
Woman respectively, have changed their occupants; 
and one of them has become the abode of an ancient 
HAG and a young girl. 

Hag, Why don’t the fellows come ? The hour’s 
long past: 

And here I’m standing, ready, with my skin 
Plastered with paint, wearing my yellow gown. 
Humming an amorous ditty to myself, 


Trying, by wanton sportiveness, to catch 
Some passer-by. Come, Muses, to my lips. 

With some sweet soft Ionian roundelay. 

Girl. This once then. Mother Mouldy, you’ve 
forestalled me, 

And peeped out first; thinking to steal my grapes, 

I absent; aye, and singing to attract 
A lover ; sing then, and I’ll sing against you. 

For this, even though ’tis irksome to the audience, 
Has yet a pleasant and a comic flavour. 

Hag. Here, talk to this, and vanish: but do you. 
Dear honey piper, take the pipes and play 
A strain that’s worthy you, and worthy me, 

(singing) Whoever is fain love’s bliss to attain. 

Let him hasten to me, and be blest; 

For knowledge is sure with the ripe and mature. 
And not with the novice, to rest. 

Would she be as faithful and true to the end. 

And constant and loving as I ? 

No: she would be flitting away from her friend. 
And off to another would fly. 

Would fly, would fly, would fly. 

And off to another would fly. 

Gi. (affettuosamente) O grudge not the young 
their enjoyment. 

For beauty the softest and best 
Is breathed o’er the limbs of a maiden, 

And blooms on the maidenly breast. 

You have tweezered your brows, and bedizened 
your face, 

And you look like a darling for— death to embrace. 
Hag. (con fuoco) I hope that the cords of your 
bedstead will rot, 

I hope that your tester will break. 

And O when you think that a lover you’ve got, 

I hope you will find him a snake, 

A snake, a snake, a snake, 

I hope you will find him a snakel 
Gi. (teneramente) O dear, what will become of me ? 
Where can my lover be flown ? 

Mother is out ; she has gone and deserted me. 
Mother has left me alone. 

Nurse, nurse, pity and comfort me. 

Fetch me my lover, I pray; 

So may it always be happy and well with thee, 

O, I beseech thee, obey. 

Hag (fortissimo) These, these, are the tricks of the 
harlotry 

This, the Ionian itch! 

Gi. (con spirito) No! no! you shall never prevail 
with me. 

Mine arc the charms that bewitch. 

Hag. Aye, aye, sing on : keep peeping, peering out 
Like a young cat. They’ll all come first to me. 

Gi. What, to your funeral ? A new joke, hey ? 

Hag. No, very old. 

Gi. Old jokes to an old crone. 

Hag. My age won’t trouble you. 

Gi. No ? Then what will ? 

Your artificial red and white, perchance. 

Hag. Why talk to me ? 

Gi. Why peeping? 
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Hag, I? I’m singing 

With bated breath to dear Epigenes. 

Gi, I thought old Geres was your only dear. 

Hag, You’ll soon think otherwise : he’ll come to me, 
O here he is, himself. 

Enter youth, hearing a torch, 
Gi, Not wanting aught 

"Of you. Old Plague. 

Hag, O yes, Miss Pineaway. 

Gi, His acts will show. I’ll slip away unseen. 

Exit, 

Hag, And so will I. You’ll find I’m right, my 
beauty. 

Youth, O that I now might my darling woo! 

Nor first be doomed to the foul embrace 
Of an ancient hag with a loathsome face; 
To a free-born stripling a dire disgrace! 
Hag, That you never, my boy, can do! 

*Tis not Charixena’s style to-day; 

Now the laws you must needs obey 
Under our dcmocratical sway. 

I’ll run and watch what next you are going to do. 

Yo, O might I catch, dear gods, my fair alone. 

To whom I hasten, flushed with love and wine. 

Gi, (re-appearing above) That vile old Hag, I nicely 
cozened her. 

She deems I’m safe within, and off she’s gone. 

But here’s the very lad of whom we spake. 

(Singing) This way, this way. 

Hither, my soul’s delight! 

O come to my arms, my love, my own, 

O come to my arms this night. 

Dearly I long for my love; 

My bosom is shaken and whirls. 

My heart is afire with a wild desire 
For my boy with the sunbright curls. 

Ah me, what means this strange unrest. 

This love which lacerates my breast ? 

O God of Love, I cry to thee; 

Be pitiful, be merciful. 

And send my love to me. 

Yo, (singing). Hither, O hither, my love. 

This way, this way. 

Run, run down from above. 

Open the wicket I pray : 

Else I shall swoon, I shall die! 

Dearly I long for thy charms, 

Longing and craving and yearning to lie 
In the bliss of thy snow-soft arms. 

O Cypris, why my bosom stir, 

Malung me rage and rave for her ? 

O God of Love, I cry to thee. 

Be pitiful, be merciful. 

And send my love to me. 

Enough, I trow, is said to show 

the straits I’m in, my lonely grieving. 
Too long I’ve made my serenade : 

descend, sweet heart, thy chamber leaving. 
Open, true welcome show. 

Sore pangs for thee I undergo. 

O Love, l^ight with golden light, 

presentment fair of soft embraces. 


The Muses’ bee, of Love’s sweet tree 

the flower, the nursling of the Graces, 
Open, true welcome show. 

Sore pangs for thee I undergo. 

Exit GIRL. 

Hag. (re-appearing) Hi! knocking ? seeking me} 

Yo. A likely joke. 

Hag. You banged against my door. 

Yo. Hanged if I did 

Hag. Then why that lighted torch ? What seek you 
here? 

Yo. Some Anaphlystian burgher. 

Hag. What’s his name ? 

Yo. No, not Sebinus; whomyow want belike. 

Hag. By Aphrodite, will you, nill you, sir. 

HAG tries to drag him into her hpuse. 
Yo. Ah, but we’re not now taking cases over 
Sixty years old : they’ve been adjourned till latdr; 
We’re taking now those under twenty years. \ 
Hag. Aha, but that was under, darling boy, \ 
The old regime : now you must take us first. \ 
Yo, Aye, if I will : so runs the Pactian law. \ 
Hag. Y ou didn’t, did you, dine by Paetian law. \ 
Yo. Don’t understand you: there’s the girl I want. 
Hag. Aye, but wf first: you must, you rogue, you 
must. 

Yo. O we don’t want a musty pack-cloth now. 
Hag. I know I’m loved: but O you wonder, don’t 
you. 

To see me out of doors: come, buss me, do. 

Yo. No, no, I dread your lover. 

Hag. Whom do you mean ? 

Yo. That prince of painters. 

Hag. Who is he, I wonder. 

Yo. Who paints from life the bottles for the dead. 
Away! begone! he’ll see you at the door. 

Hag. I know, I know your wishes. 

Yo. And I yours. 

Hag. I vow by Aphrodite, whose I am. 

I’ll never let you go. 

Yo. You’re mad, old lady. 

Hag. Nonsense! I’ll drag you recreant to my 
couch. 

Yo. Why buy we hooks to raise our buckets then. 
When an old hag like this, let deftly down, 

Could claw up all the buckets from our wells ? 

Hag. No scoffing, honey: come along with me. 

Yo. You’ve got no rights, unless you’ve paid the 
tax. 

One-fifth per cent on all your wealth— of years. 
Hag. O yes, you must; O yes, by Aphrodite, 
Because 1 love to cuddle lads like you. 

Yo. But I don’t love to cuddle hags like you. 

Nor will I: never! never! 

Hag. O yes, you will. 

This will compel you. 

Yo. What in the world is this} 

Hag. This is a law which bids you follow me. 

Yo. Read what it says. 

Hag. O yes, my dear, I will. 

“Be it enacted,*’ please to listen, you, 

“By us the ladies: if a youth would woo 
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A maiden, he must first his duty do 
By some old beldame; if the youth refuse, 

Then may the beldames lawful violence use 
And drag him in, in any way they choose.” 

Yo. A crusty law! a Procrustean law! 

Hag, Well, never mind; you must obey the law. 

Yo, What if some Man, a friend or fellow-burgher. 
Should come and bail me out ? 

Hag. A Man, forsooth ? 

No Man avails beyond a bushel now. 

Yo. Essoign I’ll challenge. 

Hag. Nay, no quillets now. 

Yo. I’ll sham a merchant. 

Hag. You’ll repent it then. 

Yo. And must I come ? 

Hag. You must. 

Yo. Is it a stern 

Necessity? 

Hag. Y es, quite Diomedean. 

Yo. Then strew the couch with dittany, and set 
Four well-crushed branches of the vine beneath; 
Bind on the fillets; set the oil beside; 

And at the entrance set the water-crock. 

Hag. Now, by my troth, you’ll buy me a garland 
yet. 

Yo. A waxen garland. So, by Zeus, I will. 

You’ll fall to pieces, I expect, in there. 

Enter girl. 

Gi. Where drag you him? 

Hag. I’m taking home my husband. 

Gi. Not wisely then : the lad is far too young 
To serve your turn. You’re of an age, methinks 
To be his mother rather than his wife. 

If thus ye carry out the law, erelong 
Ye’ll have an Oedipus in every house. 

Hag. You nasty spiteful girl, you made that speech 
Out of sheer envy, but I’ll pay you out. Exit. 

Yo. Now by the Saviour Zeus, my sweetest sweet, 
A rare good turn you have done me, scaring off 
That vulturous Hag; for which, at eventide. 

I’ll make you, darling, what return I can. 

Enter second hag. 

2nd H. Hallo, Miss Break-the-law, where are you 
dragging 

That gay young stripling, when the writing says 
I’m first to wed him ? 

Yo. Miserable me! 

Whence didyo« spring, you evil-destined Hag ? 
She’s worse than the other: I protest she is. 

2nd H. Come hither. 

Yo. {to the girl) O my darling, don’t stand by. 
And see this creature drag me! 

2nd H. ’Tis not I, 

*Tis the lato drags you. 

Yo. *Tis a hellish vampire. 

Clothed all about with blood, and boils, and 
blisters. 

2ndH. Come, chickling, follow me: and don’t keep 
chattering. 

Yo. O let me first, for pity’s sake, retire 
Into some draught- house. I’m in such a fright 
That I shall yelloVi^ all about me else. 


2nd H. Come, never mind; you can do that within. 
Yo. More than I wish, I fear me. Come, pray do. 

I’ll give you bail with two sufficient sureties. 

2nd H. No bail for me! 

Enter third hag, A struggle ensues, 
yd H. (to youth) Hallo, where arc you gadding 
Away with her ? 

Yo. Not “gadding”: being dragged. 

But blessings on you, whosoe’er you arc. 

Sweet sympathizer. Ah! Oh! Heracles! 

Ye Pans! ye Cory bants! Twin sons of Zeus! 

She’s W'orsc than the other! Miserable me! 

What shall 1 term this monstrous apparition ? 

A monkey smothered up in paint, or else 
A witch ascending from the Greater Number ? 
yd H. No scoffing: come this way. 

2nd //. This way, I tell you. 

yd //. I’ll never lei you go. 

2nd H. No more will 1 . 

Yo. Detested kites, ye’ll rend me limb from limb. 
2nd H. Obey the law, which bids you follow me. 
ydH. Not if a fouler, filthier, hag appears. 

Yo. Now if betwixt you two 1 am done to death. 
How shall I ever reach the girl I love ? 
yd H. That’s yoKr look-out; but this you needs 
must do. 

Yo. Which shall I tackle first, and so get free ? 

2nd //. You know; come hither. 

Yo. Make her let me go. 

yd H. No, no, come hither. 

Yo. If she'W let me go. 

2nd II. Zeus! I’ll not let you go. 

yd //» No more will I . 

Yo. Rough hands ye’d prove as ferrymen. 

2nd II. Why so? 

Yo. Ye’d tear your passengers to bits by pulling. 
2nd II. Don’t talk, come hither. 
yd H. No, this way, I tell you. 

Yo. O this is like Cannonus’s decree,^ 

To play the lover, fettered right and left. 

How can one oarsman navigate a pair ? 

2nd II. Tush, eat a pot of truflles, foolish boy. 

Yo. O me, I’m dragged along till now I’ve reached 
The very door. 

yd H. That won’t avail you aught ; 

I’ll tumble in beside you. 

Yo. Heaven forbid ! 

Better to struggle with one ill than two. 
yd H. O yes, by Hecate, will you, nill you, sir. 

Yo. Thrice hapless me, who first must play the 
man 

With this old rotten carcase, and when freed 
From her, shall find another Phryne there, 

A bottle of oil beside her grinning chaps. 

Ain’t I ill-fated ? Yea, most heavy-fated ! 

O Zeus the Saviour, what a wretch am I 
Yoked with this pair of savage-hearted beasts! 

And O should aught befall me, sailing in 
To harbour, towed by these detested drabs, 

^It set the death penalty for anyone who wronged the 
people of Athens. 
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Bury my body by the harbour’s mouth; 

And take the upper hag, who still survives, 

And tar her well, and round her ankles twain 
Pour molten lead, and plant her on my grave. 

The staring likeness of^a bottle of oil. Exeunt. 

Enter Praxagora's maid. 
Maid. O lucky People, and O happy me. 

And O my mistress, luckiest of us all, 

And ye who now are standing at our door. 

And all our neighbours, aye and all our town, 

And Tm a lucky waiting-maid, who now 
Have had my head with unguents rich and rare 
Perfumed and bathed; but far surpassing all 
Are those sweet flagons full of Thasian wine. 

Their fragrance long keeps lingering in the head. 
Whilst all the rest evaporate and fade. 

There’s nothing half so good; great gods, not half I 
Choose the most fragrant, mix it neat and raw, 
’Twill make us merry all the whole night through. 
But tell me, ladies, where my master is; 

1 mean, the husband of my honoured mistress. 

Ch. If you stay here, methinks you’ll find him soon. 
Ma. Aye, here he comes. (Enter blepyrus and the 
children.) He’s off to join the dinner. 

O master, O you lucky, lucky man! 

Bl. What I? 

Ma. Yes you, by Zeus, you luckiest man. 

What greater bliss than yours, who, out of more 
Than thrice ten thousand citizens, alone. 

Have managed, you alone, to get no dinner ? 

Ch. You tell oil a happy man, and no mistake. 

Ma. Hi! Hi! where now ? 

Bl. I’m off to join the dinner. 

Ma. And much the last of all, by Aphrodite. 

Well, well, my mistress bade me take you, sir. 

You and these little girls and bring you thither. 

Aye, and there’s store of Chian wine remaining. 

And other dainties too; so don’t delay. 

And all the audience who are well disposed. 

And every judge who looks not otherwards. 

Come on with us; we’ll freely give you all. 

Bl. Nay, no exceptions ; open wide your mouth, 
Invite them all in free and generous style, 

Boy, stripling, grandsire; yea, announce that ail 
Shall find a table all prepared and spread 
For their enjoyment, in— their own sweet homes. 
But I! I’ll hurry off to join the feast. 

And here at least I’ve got a torch all handy. 

Ch. Then why so long keep lingering here, nor take 


These little ladies down ? And as you go, 

I’ll sing a song, a Lay of Lay-the-dinner. 

But first, a slight suggestion to the judges. 

Let the wise and philosophic 

choose me for my wisdom’s sake, 
Those who joy in mirth and laughter 

choose me for the jests I make; 
Then with hardly an exception 

every vote I’m bound to win. 
Let it nothing tell against me, 

that my play must first begin; 
See that, through the afterpieces, 

back to me your memory strays; 
Keep your oaths, and well and truly 

judge between the rival plays. 
B e not like the .wanton women, / 

never mindful of the past. 
Always for the new admirer, \ 

always fondest of the last. 
Now ’tis time, ’tis time, ’tis time, \ 

Sisters dear, ’tis time for cer tai n, \ 

if we mean the thing to do. 
To the public feast to hasten. 

Therefore foot it neatly, you. 
First throw up your right leg, so. 

Then the left, and away to go, 

Cretan measure. 

, Bl. Aye, with pleasure. 

Ch. Now must the spmdleshanks, lanky and lean, 
Trip to the banquet, for soon will, I ween. 

High on the table be smoking a dish 
Brimming with game and with fowl and with fish. 
All sorts of good things. 
Plattero-filleto-mulleto-turboto- 
-Cranio-morselo-pickleo-acido- 
-Silphio-honeyo-pouredonthe-topothe- 
-Ouzelo-throstleo-cushato-culvero- 
-Cutleto-roastingo-marrowo-dippero- 
-Leveret-syrupo'gibleto- wings. 

So now ye have heard these tidings true. 

Lay hold of a plate and an omelette too. 

And scurry away at your topmost speed. 

And so you will have whereon to feed. 

Bl. They’re guzzling already, I know, I know. 

Ch. Then up with your feet and away to go. 

Off, off to the supper we’ll run. 

With a whoop for the prize, hurrah, hurrah. 

With a whoop for the prize, hurrah, hurrah. 

Whoop, whoop, tor the victory won! 
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DRAMATIS PERSONAE 


Cario, sen>ata of Ckrmylus A Good Man 


Chremylus 
Plutus, God of Wealth 
Blepsidemtjs 
Poverty 

Wife of Chremylus 


An Informer 
An Old Lady 
A Youth 
Hermes 

A Priest of Zeus 


Chorus of Needy Agriculturists 


Scene: a street in Athens with the house of 
chremylus in the background. Groping along 
in front is a blind man of sordid appearance^ 
followed by chremylus, an elderly citizen., and 
a slave, cario, wearing wreaths of bay. 

Cario. How hard it is, O Zeus and all ye Gods, 

To be the slave of a demented master ! 

For though the servant give the best advice, 

Yet if his owner otherwise decide, 

The servant needs must share the ill results. 

For a man’s body, such is fate, belongs 
Not to himself, but to whoe’er has bought it. 

So much for that. But now with Loxias, 

Who from his golden tripod clianls his high 
Oracular strains, I’ve got a bone to pick. 

A wise Physician'Secr th^ call him, yet 
He has sent my master off so moody-mad, 

That now he’s following a poor blind old man, 

Just the reverse of what he ought to do. 

For we who see should go before the blind. 

But he goes after (and constrains me loo) 

One who won’t answer even with a gr-r-r. 

I won’t keep silence, master, no I won’t. 

Unless you tell me why you’re following hirn. 

I’ll plague you, Sir; I know you won’t chastise me 
So long as I’ve this sacred chaplet on. 

Chremylus. I’ll pluck it oflF, that you may smart 
the more, 

If you keep bothering. 

Ca. Humbug ! I won’t stop 

Until you have told me who the fellow is. 

You know I ask it out of love for you. 

Chr. I’ll tell you, for of all my servants you 
I count the truest and most constant— thief. 

— Pve been a virtuous and religious man 
Yet always poor and luckless. 

Ca. So you have. 

Ckr. While Temple-breakers, orators, informers, 
And knaves grow rich and prosper . 

Ca. ^ 

Ckr. So then I went to question of the God— 

Not for myself, the quiver of my life 
Is well-nigh emptied of its arrows now— 

But for my son, my only son, to ask 


If, changing all his habits, he should turn 
A rogue, dishonest, rotten to the core. 

For such as they, methinks, succeed the best. 

Ca. And what droned Phoebus from his wreaths 
of bay? 

Chr. He told me plainly that with whomsoe’er 
I first forgathered as 1 left the shrine, 

Of him I never should leave go again, 

But win him back, in friendship, to my home. 

Ca. With whom then did you first forgather ? 

Chr. Him. 

Ca. And can’t you see the meaning of the God, 
You ignoramus, who so plainly tells you 
Your son should follow the prevailing fashion? 

Chr. Why think you that ? 

Ca. He means that even the blind 

Can see ’tis better for our present life 
To be a rascal, rotten to t he core. 

Chr. ’Tis not that way the oracle inclines, 

It cannot be. Tis something more than that. 

Now if this fellow told us who he is. 

And why and wherefore he has come here now, 
We’d soon discover what the God intended. 

Ca. {to wealth) Hallo, you sirrah, tell me who 


youarc, 

Or take the consequence! Out with it, quickl 
Wealth. Go and be hanged I 
Ca. O master, did you hear 

The name he gave? 

Chr. ’Twas menat for you, not me. 

You ask in such a rude and vulgar way. 

{To wealth) Friend, if you love an honest gentle- 
man. 


Tell we your name. 

Get out, you vagabond I 
Ca. O! OI Accept the omen, and the man. 

Chr. O, by Demeter, you shall smart for this. 
Answer this instant or you die the death. 

We. Men, men, depart and leave me. . , . „ 
Wouldn’t you like it ? 

Ca. O master, what I say is far the best: 

I’ll make him die a miserable death. 

I’ll set him on some precipice, and leave hina, 

So then he’ll topple down and break his neck. 

Chr. Up with himi 
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We. O pray don’t. 

Chr. Do you mean to answer ? 

We. And if Ido, I’m absolutely sure 
You’ll treat me ill: you’ll never let me go. 

Chr. I vow we will, at least if you desire it. 

We. Then first unhand me. 

Chr. There, we both unhand you. 

We. Then listen, both: for I, it seems, must needs 
Reveal the secret I proposed to keep. 

Know then. I’m Wealth! 


Chr. You most abominable 

Of all mankind, you. Wealth, and keep it snug! 

Ca. You, Wealth, in such a miserable plight 1 

Chr. O King Apollo! O ye Gods and daemons! 

O Zeus! what mean you ? are you really he ? 

We. I am. 

Chr. Himself? 

We. His own self’s self. 

Chr. Whence come you 

So grimed with dirt ? 

We. From Patrocles’s house, 

.A man who never washed in all his life. 

Chr. And this, your sad affliction, how came this? 

We. *Twas Zeus that caused it, jealous of mankind. 
For, when a little chap, I used to brag 
I’d visit none except the wise and good 
And orderly; he therefore made me blind. 

That I might ne’er distinguish which was which. 

So jealous is he always of the good ! 

Chr. And yet ’tis only from the just and good 
His worship comes. 

We. I grant you that. 

Chr. Then tell me. 

If you could see again as once you could. 

Would you avoid the wicked ? 

We. Yes, I would. 


Chr. And visit all the good ? 

We. Yes; more by token 

I have not seen the good for many a day. 

Chr. No more have I, although I’ve got my eyes. 
We. Come, let me go; you know my story now. 
Chr. And therefore, truly, hold we on the more. 
We. I told you so: you vowed you’d let me go. 

I knew you wouldn’t. 

Chr. O be guided, pray. 

And don’t desert me. Search where’er you will 
You’ll never find a better man than I. 

Ca. No more there is, by Zeus-— except myself. 
We. They all say that; but when in sober earnest 
They find they’ve got me, and are wealthy men. 
They place no limit on their evil ways. 

Chr. Too true! And yet not every one is bad. 

We. Yes, every single one. 

Ca. (aside) You’ll smart for that. 

Chr. Nay, nay, but hear what benefits you’ll get 
If you’re presuaded to abide with us. 

For well I trust, — I trust, with God to aid. 

That I shall rid you of this eye-disease. 

And make you see. 

We. For mercy’s sake, forbear. 

I do not wish to see again. 

Chr. £h?what? 


Ca. O why, the man’s a born unfortunate! 

We. Let Zeus but hear their follies, and I know 
He’ll pay me out. 

Chr. And doesn’t he do that now; 

Letting you wander stumbling through the world ? 
We. Eh, but I’m horribly afraid of Zeus! 

Chr. Aye, say you so, you cowardliest God alive? 
What! do you think the imperial power of Zeus 
And all his thunderbolts were worth one farthing. 
Could you but see, for ever so short a time ? 

We. Ah, don’t say that, you wretches! 

Chr. Don’t be frightened! 

I’ll prove that you’re far stronger, mightier far 
Than Zeus. 

We. You’ll prove that / am ? 

Chr. Easily. 

Come, what makes Zeus the Ruler of the Gods ? 

Ca. His silver. He’s the wealthiest of them. 

Chr. 

W'ho gives him all his riches ? 

Ca. Our friend here. 

Chr. And for whose sake do mortals sacrifice 
To Zeus ? 

Ca. For his\ and pray straight out for wealth. 
Chr. ’Tis all his doing: and ’tis he can quickly 
Undo it if he will. 

We. How mean you that ? 

Chr. I mean that nevermore will mortal man 
Bring ox, or cake, or any sacrifice. 

If such thy will. 

We. How so ? 

Chr. How can he buy 

A gift to offer, if thy power deny 
The needful silver? Single-handed, thou. 

If Zeus prove troublesome, canst crush his power. 
We. Men sacrifice to Zeus for me} 

Chr. They do. 

And whatsoever in the world is bright. 

And fair, and graceful, all is done for thee. 

For every mortal thing subserves to Wealth. 

Ca. Hence for a little filthy lucre I’m 
A slave, forsooth, because I’ve got no wealth. 

Chr. And those Corinthian huzzies, so they say. 

If he who sues them for their love is poor. 

Turn up their noses at the man; but grant 
A wealthy suitor more than he desires. 

Ca. So too the boy-lovcs; just to get some money. 
And not at all because they love their lovers. 

Chr. Those arc the baser, not the nobler sort. 

These never ask for money. 

Ca. No ? what then ? 

Chr. O one a hunter, one a pack of hounds. 

Ca. Ah, they’re ashamed, 1 warrant, of their vice. 
And seek to crust it over with a name. 

Chr. And every art existing in the world, 

And every craft, was for thy sake invented. 

For thee one sits and cobbles all the day. 

One works in bronze, another works in wood. 

One fuses gold— the gold derived from thee— 

Ca. One plies the footpad’s, one the burglar’s 
trade, 

Chr. One is a fuller, one a sheepskin-washer. 
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One is a tanner, one an onion-seller, 

Through thee the nabbed adulterer gets off 
plucked. 

IVe. O, and all this I never knew before! 

Chr, Aye, ’tis on him the Great King plumes 
himself; 

And our Assemblies all are held for him; 

Dost thou not man our triremes ? Answer that. 

Does he not feed the foreign troop at Corinth ? 
Won’t Pamphilus be brought to grief for him ? 

Ca. Won’t Pamphilus and the needle-seller too? 
Does not Agyrrhius flout us all for him ? 

Chr. Docs not Philepsius tell his talcs for thee? 

Dost thou not make the Egyptians our allies.? 

And Lais love the uncouth Philonides ? 

Ca. Timotheus’ tower — 

Chr. Pray Heaven it fall and crush you! 

Aye, everything that’s done is done for thee. 

Thou art alone, thyself alone, the source 
Of all our fortunes, good and bad alike. 

’Tis so in war; wherever /le alights, 

That side is safe the victory lo win. 

We. Can I, unaided, do such feats as these? 

Chr. O yes, by Zeus, and many more than these. 

So that none ever has enough of thee. 

Of all things else a man may have too much, 

Of love, 

Ca. Of loaves, 

Chr. Of literature, 

Ca. Of sweets, 

Chr. Of honour, 

Ca. Cheesecakes, 

Chr. Manliness, 

Ca. Dried figs, 

Chr. Ambition, 

Ca. Barley-meal, 

Chr. Command, 

Ca. Pea soup. 

Chr. But no man ever has enough of thee. 

For give a man a sum of thirteen talents. 

And all the more he hungers for sixteen; 

Give him sixteen, and he must needs have forty 
Or life’s not worth his living, so he says. 

We. Ye seem to me to speak extremely well. 

Yet on one point I’m fearful. 

Chr. What is that ? 

We. This mighty power which ye ascribe to me, 

I can’t imagine how I’m going to wield it. 

Chr. O this it is that all the people say, 

“Wealth is the cowardliest thing.’* 

We. It is not true. 

That is some burglar’s slander; breaking into 
A wealthy house, he found that everything 
Was under lock and key, and so got nothing: 
Wherefore he called my forethought, cowardliness. 

Chr. Well, never mind; assist us in the work 
And play the man; and very soon I’ll make you 
Of keener sight than ever Lynceus was. 

We. Why, how can you, a mortal man, do that ? 
Chr. Good hope have I from that which Phoebus 
told me, 

Sliaking the Pythian laurel as he spoke, 
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We. Is Phoebus privy to your plan ? 

He is. 

IFe. Take heed! 

Chr. Don’t fret yourself, my worthy friend. 

I am the man: I’ll work the matter through, 

Though I should die for it. 

G*- And so will I. 

Chr. And many other bold allies will come, 

Good virtuous men without a grain of — barley. 

Wc. Bless me! a set of rather poor allies. 

Chr. Not when you’ve made them wealthy men 
once more. 

Hi, Cario, run your fastest, and 
Ca. Do what ? 

Chr. Summon my farm -companions from the 
fields 

(You’ll find them there, poor fellows, hard at 
work). 

And fetch them hither; so that each and all 
May have, with me, an equal share in Wealth. 

Ca. Here goes! I’m off. Come out there, somebody, 
And carry in my little piece of meat. Ex// cario. 
Chr. I’ll sec to that: you, run away directly. 

But thou, dear Wealth, the mightiest Power of all. 
Come underneath my roof. Here stands the house, 
Which thou art going evermore to fill 
With wealth and plenty, by fair means or foul. 

We. And yet it irks me, I protest it does, 

To enter in beneath a stranger’s roof, 

I never got the slightest good from that. 

Was it a miser’s house; the miser straight 
Would dig a hole and pop me underground ; 

And if some worthy neighbour came to beg 
A little silver for his urgent needs. 

Would vow he’d never seen me in his life. 

Or was it some young madcap’s: in a jiffey 
Squandered and lost amongst his drabs and dice 
I’m bundled, naked, out of house and home. 

Chr. You never chanced upon a moderate man. 

But now you have; for such a man am I. 

For much I joy in saving, no man more. 

And much in spending when ’tis right to spend. 

So go we in ; I long to introduce 
My wife and only .son whom most I love— 

After yourself of course. 

We. That I believe. 

Chr. Why should one say what is not true to you ? 

Exeunt. 

Enter cario with the chorus of needy agri- 
culturists. 

Ca. O ye who many a day have chewed 

a root of thyme with master, 
My labour-loving village-friends, 

be pleased to step out faster; 
Be staunch and strong, and stride along, 

let nothing now delay you. 
Your fortunes lie upon the die, 

come save them auick, I pray you. 
Chorus. Now don’t you sec we’re bustling, we, 

as fast as we can go, sir ? 
We’re not so young as once we were, 

and Age is somewhat slow, sir. 
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You*d think it fiin to see us run, 

and that before you've told us 
The reason why your master seems 

so anxious to behold us. 
Ca, Why, Tve been telling long ago; 

’tis you are not attendingl 
He bade me call and fetch you all 

that you, forever ending 
This chill ungenial life of yours, 

might lead a life luxurious. 
Ch. Explain to me how that can be; 

i’ faith Tm rather curious. 
Ca. Hc*s got a man, an ancient man, 

of sorriest form and feature. 
Bald, toothless, squalid, wrinkled, bent, 

a very loathsome creature. 
I really should not be surprised 

to hear the wretch is circumcised. 
Ch. O Messenger of golden news, 

you thrill my heart with pleasure. 
I do believe the man has come 

with quite a heap of treasure! 
Ca. O aye, he*s got a heap, I guess, 

a heap of woes and wretchedness. 
Ch, You think, I see, you think you're free 

to gull me with impunity. 
No, no; my stick Fve got and quick 

rll get my opportunity. 
Ca, What, think you Fm the sort of man 

such things as that to do, sirs? 
Am I the man a tale to tell 

wherein there’s nothing true, sirs? 
Ch, How absolute the knave has grown! 

your shins, my boy, are bawling 
**Ahl Ah!” with all their might and main, 

for gyves and fetters calling. 
Ca, You’ve drawn your lot ; the grave you’ve got 
to judge in; why delay now? 
Old Charon gives the ticket there; 

why don’t you pass away now? 
Ch, Go hang yourself, you peevish elf, 

you born buffoon and scoffer. 
You love to tantalize and tease, 

nor condescend to offer 

A word of explanation why 

we’re summoned here so hurriedly. 
I had to shirk some urgent work, 

and here so quickly hasted. 
That many a tempting root of thyme 

I passed, and left untasted. 
Ca, FU hide it not: *tis Wealth we’ve got; 

the God of wealth we’ve captured. 
You’ll all be rich and wealthy now. 

Ha, don’t you look enraptured ? 
Ch, He says we’ll all be wealthy now ; 

upon my word this passes, sirs. 
Ca. O yes, you’ll all be Midases, 

if only you’ve the asses’ ears. 
Ch. O Fm so happy, Fm so glad, 

1 needs must dance for jollity. 
If what you say is really true, 

and not your own frivolity. 


Ca. And I before your ranks will go, 

“Thretcanek)! Threttanelo!” 
And I, the Cyclops, heel and toe, 

will dance the sailor’s hornpipe,— sol 
Come up, come up, my little ones all, 

come raise your multitudinous squall. 
Come bleating loudly the tuneful notes 
Of sheep and of ranldy-odorous goats. 

Come follow along on your loves intent; 

come goats, ’tis time to your meal ye went. 
Ch. And you we’ll seek where’er you go, 

“Threttanelo! Threttanelo!” 
And you, the Cyclops, will we find 

in dirty, drunken sleep reclined. 
Your well-stuffed wallet beside you too, 

^i(h many a potherb bathed in dew. 
And then from out of the fire we’ll take 
A sharply-pointed and burning stake. 

And whirling it round till our shoulders ache, 

its fiame in your hissing eyeball sla^. 
Ca. And now Fll change to Circe’s part, 

who mixed her drugs with baleful ai^t; 
Who late in Corinth, as Fve learned, \ 

Philonides’s comrades turned 
To loathsome swine in a loathsome sty. 

And fed them all on kneaded dung 

which, kneading, she amongst them flung. 
And turn you all into swine will I. 

And then ye’ll grunt in your bestial glee 
Wee! wee! wee! 

“Follow your mother, pigs,” quoth she. 

Ch. We’ll catch you, Circe dear, we will; 

who mix your drugs with baleful skill; 
Who with enchantments strange and vile 

ensnare our comrades and defile; 
We’ll hang you up as you erst were hung 
By bold Odysseus, lady fair; 

and then as if a goat you were 
We’ll rub your nose in the kneaded dung. 

Like Aristyllus you’ll gape with glee 
Wee! wee! wee! 

“Follow your mother, pigs,” quoth he. 

Ca. But now, old mates, break off, break off; 

no longer may we jest and scoff; 
No longer play the fool to-day. 

And ye must sail on another tack. 

Whilst I, behind my master’s back, 

Rummage for meat and bread to eat. 

And then, whilst yet the food I chew, 

Fll join thc^work we are going to do. 
Exit cARio to get his bread and meat; enter 

CHREMYLUS. 

Ckr, To bid you “welcome,” fellow-burghers, now 
Is old and musty; so I— “clasp” you all. 

Ye who have come in this stout-hearted way. 

This strenuous way, this unrelaxing way. 

Stand by me now, and prove yourselves to-day 
In very truth the Saviours of the God. 

Ch, Fear not : I’ll bear me like the God of War. 
What, shall we push and hustle in the Assembly 
To gain our three poor obols, and to-day 
Let Wealth himself be wrested from our grasp? 
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Ckr, And here, 1 see, comes Blepsidemus too. 

Look! by his speed and bearing you can tell 
He has heard a rumour of what’s happening here. 

Enter blepsidemus. 

Blepsidemus, What can it mean ? Old Chremylus 
grown wealthy I 

Then whence and how ? I don’t believe that story. 
And yet by Heracles *twas bruited wide 
Amongst the loungers in the barbers* shops 
That Chremylus had all at once grown rich. 

And if he has, ’tis passing wonderful 
That he should call his neighbours in to share. 

That’s not our country’s fashion, anyhow. 

Chr, I’ll tell him everything. O Blepsidemus, 

We’re better off to-day then yesterday. 

You are my friend, and you shall share in all. 

Bl, What, are you really wealthy, as men say ? 

Chr, Well, if God will, I shall be presently. 

But there’s some risk, some risk, about it yet. 

Bl. What sort of risk ? 

Chr. Such as— 

Bl. Pray, pray go on. 

Chr, If we succeed, we’re prosperous all our lives: 
But if we fail, we perish utterly. 

Bl, I like not this ; there’s something wrong behind, 
Some evil venture. To become, off-hand. 

So over- wealthy, and to fear such risks. 

Smacks of a man who has done some rotten thing. 
Chr. Rotten I what mean you ? 

Bl. If you’ve stolen aught, 

Or gold or silver, from the God out there. 

And now perchance repent you of your sin— 

Chr. Apollo shield us I no, I’ve not done that. 

Bl, O don’t tell me. I see it plainly now. 

Chr, Pray don’t suspect me of such crimes. 

Bl. Alas! 

There’s nothing sound or honest in the world, 

The love of money overcomes us all. 

Chr, Now by Demcter, friend, you have lost your 
wits. 

Bl. O how unlike the man he used to be! 

Chr, Poor chap, you’re moody-mad : I vow you are. 
Bl. His very eye’s grown shifty : he can’t look you 
Straight in the face: I warrant he’s turned rogue. 
Chr. I understand. You think I’ve stolen some- 
thing. 

And want a share. 

Bl. I want a share ? in what ? 

Chr. But ’tis not so: the thing’s quite otherwise. 

Bl. Not stol’n, but robbed outright ? 

Chr. The man’s possessed, 

Bl. Have you embezzled someone else’s cash P 
Chr. I haven’t: no. 

Bl. O Heracles, where now 

Can a man turn! you won’t confess the truth. 

Chr. You bring your charge before you have heard 
the facts. 

Bl. Now prithee let me hush the matter up 
For a mere trifle, ere it all leaks out. 

A few small coins will stop the speakers’ mouths. 

Chr. You’d like, I warrant, in your friendly way, 
To spend three mkias, and to charge me twelve. 


Bl. I see an old man pleading for his life 
With olive-branch in hand, and at his side 
His weeping wife and children, shrewdly like 
The suppliant Heracleids of Pamphilus. 

Ckr. Nay, luckless idiot, ’tis the good alone 
And right- and sober-minded that I’m going 
At once to make so wealthy. 

Heaven and earth! 
What, have you stol’n so largely ? 

Chr. O confound it, 

You’ll be my death. 

Bl. You’ll be your own, I fancy. 

Chr. Not so, you reprobate; ’tis Wealth I’ve got. 

BL You, Wealth! What sort of wealth ? 

Chr. The God himself. 

BL Where ? where ? 

Chr. Within. 

BL Where? 

Chr. In my house. 

BL In yours P 

Chr. Yes. 

BL Y ou be hanged ! Wealth in your house ? 

Chr. I swear it. 

BL Is this the truth ? 

Chr. It is. 

BL By Hestia ? 

Chr. Aye; by Poseidon. 

BL Him that rules the sea ? 

Chr. If there’s another, by that other too. 

BL Then don’t you send him round for friends to 
share? 

Chr. Not yet; things haven’t reached that stage, 

BL What stage? 

The stage of sharing ? 

Chr. Aye, wc’vc first to— 

BL What? 

Chr. Restore the sight— 

Bl. Restore the sight of whom ? 

Chr. The sight of Wealth, by any means we can. 

BL What, is he really blind ? 

Chr. He really is. 

BL O that is why he never came to me. 

Chr. But now he’ll come, if such the will of Heaven, 
BL Had we not better call a doctor in ? 

Chr. Is there a doctor now in all the town ? 

There are no fees, and therefore there’s no skill. 

BL Let’s think awhile. 

Chr. There’s none. 

BL No more there is. 

Chr. Why then, ’tis best to do what I intended, 

To let him lie inside Asclepius* temple 
A whole night long. 

BL That’s far the best, I swear it. 

So don’t be dawdling: quick; get something done. 
Chr. I’m going. 

BL Make you haste. 

Chr, I’m doing that. 

En/er POVERTY, a wild-loohjng woman. 
Poverty. You pair of luckless manikins who dare 
A rash, unholy, lawless deed to do— 

Where! What I Why flee ye? Tarry? 

Bl. HeraclesI 
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Po. ril make you die a miserable death. 

For ye have dared a deed intolerable 
Which no one else has ever dared to do, 

Or God or man I Now therefore ye must die. 

Chr, But who are you that look so pale and wan ? 
BL Belike some Fury from a tragic play. 

She has a wild and tragic sort of look. 

Chr. No, for she bears no torch. 

BL The worse for her. 

Po, What do you take me for ? 

Chr, Some pot-house girl 

Or omelette-seller: else you would not bawl 
At us so loudly ere you’re harmed at all. 

Po, Not harmed ! Why, is it not a shameful thing 
That you should seek to drive me from the land ? 
Chr, At all events you’ve got the Dcadman’s Pit. 
But tell us quickly who and what you arc. 

Po, One who is going to pay you out to-day 
Because ye seek to banish me from hence. 

Bl, Is it the barmaid from the neighbouring tap 
Who always cheats me with her swindling pint- 
pots? 

Po, It’s Poverty, your mate for many a year! 

BL O King Apollo and ye Gods, I’m off. 

Chr, Hi! What arc you at ? Stop, slop, you coward 
you, 

Stop, can’t you? 

BL Anything but that. 

Chr, Pray stop. 

What! shall one woman scare away two men ? 

BL But this is Poverty herself, you rogue. 

The most destructive pest in all the world. 

Chr, Stay, I implore you, stay. 

BL Not I, by Zeus. 

Chr, Why, this, I tell you, were the cowardliest deed 
That ere was heard of, did we leave the God 
Deserted here, and flee away ourselves 
Too scared to strike one blow in his defence. 

BL O, on what arms, what force, can we rely ? 

Is there a shield, a corslet, anywhere 
Which this vile creature has not put in pawn ? 

Chr, Courage! the God will, single-handed, rear 
A trophy o’er this atrophied assailant. 

Po, What I dare you mutter, you two outcasts you. 
Caught in the act, doing such dreadful deeds ? 

Chr, O, you accursed jade, why come you here 
Abusing us? We never did you wrong. 

Po, No wrong, forsooth! O by the heavenly^ 
Powers 

No wrong to me, your trying to restore 
Wealth’s sight again ? 

Chr, How can it in j ure you. 

If we are trying to confer a blessing 
On all mankind ? 

Po, Blessing ! what blessing ? 

Chr, What? 

Expelling from Hellas, first of all. 

Po, Expelling me from Hellas ! Could you do 
A greater injury to mankind than that ? 

Chr, A greater ? Yes; by not expelling you. 

Po, Now that’s a question I am quite prepared 
To argue out at once; and if I prove 
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That I’m the source of every good to men, 

And that by me ye live: but if I fail. 

Then do thereafter whatsoe’er ye list. 

Chr, You dare to offer this, you vixen you? 

Po, And you, accept it: easily enough 
Methinks I’ll show you altogether wrong 
Making the good men rich, as you propose. 

BL O clubs and pillories ! To the rescue ! Help! 

Po. Don’t shout and storm before you have heard 
the facts. 

BL Who can help shouting, when he hears such 
wild 

Extravagant notions ? 

Po, Any man of sense. 

Chr. And what’s the penalty you’ll bear, in case 
You lose the day f . ; 

Po. Whate’er you please. ( 

Chr. *Tiswell.\ 

Po. But, if ye are worsted, ye must bear the same. 
BL {to CHREMYLus) Think you that twenty \ 
deaths are fine enough ? \ 

Chr. Enough for her\ but two will do for us. 

Po. Well then, be quick about it; for, indeed. 

How can my statements be with truth gainsaid ? 

Ch, Find something, I pray, philosophic to say, 

whereby you may vanquish and rout her. 
No thought of retreat; but her arguments meet 

with arguments stronger and stouter. 
Chr. All people with me, I am sure, will agree, 

for to all men alike it is clear. 
That the honest and true should enjoy, as their due, 
a successful and happy career. 
Whilst the lot of the godless and wicked should fall 
in exactly the opposite sphere. 
’Twas to compass this end that myself and my friend 
have been thinking as hard as we can. 
And have hit on a nice beneficial device, 

a truly magnificent plan. 
For if Wealth should attain to his eyesight again, 

nor amongst us so aimlessly roam. 
To the dwellings I know of the good he would go, 

nor ever depart from their home. 
The unjust and profane with disgust and disdain 

he is certain thereafter to shun, 
HU all shall be honest and wealthy at last, 

to virtue and opulence won. 
Is there any design more effective than mine 

a blessing on men to confer ? 
BL No, nothing, that’s flat ; I will answer for that ; 

so don’t be inquiring of her. 
Chr. For our life of to-day were a man to survey 

and consider its chances aright. 
He might fancy, I ween, it were madness or e’en 

the sport of some mischievous sprite. 
So often the best of the world is possessed 

by the most undeserving of men. 
Who have gotten their pile of money by vile 

injustice; so often again 

The righteous are seen to be famished and lean, 

yea, with thee as their comrade to dwell. 
Now if Wealth were to-night to recover his sight, 

and her from amongst us expel, 


ARISTOPHANES 


634 



50*5-534 THE PLUTUS 

Can you tell me, I pray, a more excellent way 

of bestowing a boon on mankind ? 

Po, O men on the least provocation prepared 

to be crazy and out of your mind, 

Men bearded and old, yet companions enrolled 

in the Order of zanies and fools, 

0 what is the gain that the world would obtain 

were it governed by you and your rules? 

Why, if Wealth should allot himself equally out 

(assume that his sight yc restore). 

Then none would to science his talents devote 

or practise a craft any more. 

Yet if science and art from the world should depart, 
pray whom would ye get for the future 
To build you a ship, or your leather to snip, 

or to make you a wheel or a suture ? 

Do ye think that a man will be likely to tan, 

or a smithy or laundry to keep. 

Or to break up the soil with his ploughshare, and 
toil 

the fruits of Demeter to reap. 

If regardless of these he can dwell at his ease, 

a life without labour enjoying? 

Chr. Absurd! why the troubles and tasks you 
describe 

we of course shall our servants employ in. 

Po, Your servants! But how will ye get any now? 

I pray you the secret to tell. 

Chr. With the silver we’ve got wc can purchase a 
lot. 

Po. But who is the man that will sell ? 

Chr. Some merchant from Thessaly coming, belike, 
where most of the kidnappers dwell. 

Who still, for the sake of the gain he will make, 

with the slaves that we want will provide us. 

Po. But first let me say, if we walk in the way 

wherein ye arc seeking to guide us. 

There’ll be never a kidnapper left in the world. 

No merchant of course (can yc doubt it ?) 

His life would expose to such perils as those 

had he plenty of money without it. 

No, no; I’m afraid you must handle the spade 

and follow the plough-tail in person. 

Your life will have double the toil and the trouble 
it used to. 

Chr. Thyself be thy curse on ! 

Po. No more on a bed will you pillow your head, 
for there won’t be a bed in the land. 

Nor carpets; for whom will you find at the loom, 

when he’s plenty of money in hand ? 

Rich perfumes no more will ye sprinkle and pour 

as home ye are bringing the bride. 

Or apparel the fair in habiliments rare 

so cunningly fashioned and dyed. 

Yet of little avail is your wealth if it fail 

such enjoyments as these to procure you. 

Ye fools, it is I who alone a supply 

of the goods which ye covet ensure you. 

1 sit like a Mistress, by Poverty’s lash 

constraining the needy mechanic; 

When I raise it, to earn his living he’ll turn, 

and work in a terrible panic. 
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Chr. Why, what haveyow got to bestow but a lot 
of burns from the bathing-room station 
And a hollow-cheeked rabble of destitute hags, 

and brats on the verge of starvation ? 
And the lice, if you please, and the gnats and the 
fleas 

whom I can’t even count for their numbers. 
Who around you all night will buzz and will bite, 

and arouse you betimes from your slumbers. 
“Up! up!” they will shrill, “’tis to hunger, but still 
up! up! to your pain and privation.” 
For a robe but a rag, for a bed but a bag 

of rushes which harbour a nation 
Of bugs whose envenomed and tireless attacks 

would the soundest of sleepers awaken. 
And then for a carpet a sodden old mat, 

which is falling to bits, must be taken. 
And a jolly hard stone for a pillow you’ll own; 

and, for girdle-cakes barley and whealen. 
Must leaves dry and lean of the radish or e’en 

sour stalks of the mallow be eaten. 
And the head of a barrel, stove in, for a chair; 

and, instead of a trough, for your kneading 
A stave of a vat you must borrow, and that 

all broken. So great and exceeding 
Are the blessings which Poverty brings in her train 
on the children of men to bestow ! 
Po. The life you define with such skill is not mine: 

’tis the life of a beggar, I trow. 
Chr. Well, Poverty, Beggary, truly the twain 

to be sisters wc always declare. 
Po. Aye you! who to gocxl Thrasy bulus forsooth 

Dionysius the Tyrant compare! 
But the life I allot to my people is not. 

nor shall be, so full of distresses. 
’Tis a beggar alone who has nought of his own, 

nor even an obol ptjssesscs. 
My poor man, ’tis true, has to scrape and to screw 

and his work he must never be slack in; 
’’Fhere’ll be no superfluity found in his cot; 

but then there will nothing be lacking. 
Chr. Damatcr! a life of the Blessed you give: 

forever to toil and to slave 
At Poverty’s call, and to leave after all 

not even enough for a grave, 
Po. You are all for your jeers and your comedy- 
sneers, 

and you can’t be in earnest a minute 
Nor observe that alike in their bodily frame 

and the spirit residing within it. 
My people are better than Wealth’s; for by him^ 

men bloated and gross arc presented. 
Fat rogues with big bellies and dropsical legs, 

whose toes by the gout are tormented; 
But mine arc the lean and the wasplike and keen, 

who strike at their foemcn and sting them. 
Chr. Ah, yes; 10 a wasplike condition, no doubt, 

by the pinch of starvation you bring them. 
Po. I can show you besides that Decorum abides 
with those whom I visit; that mine 
Are the modest and orderly folk, and that Wealth’s 
are “with insolence flushed and with wine.” 
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Chr, *Tis an orderly lob, then, to thieve and to rob 
and to break into houses by night. 
Bl. Such modesty too 1 In whatever they do 

they are careful to keep out of sight. 
Po. Behold in the cities the Orator tribe; 

when poor in their early career 
How faithful and just to the popular trust, 

how true to the State they appear. 
When wealth at the City’s expense they have 
gained, 

they are worsened at once by the pelf. 
Intriguing the popular cause to defeat, 

attacking the People itself. 
Chr, That is perfectly true though ’tis spoken by 
you, 

you spiteful malevolent witch! 
But still you shall squall for contending that all 

had better be poor than be rich. 
So don’t be elate; for a terrible fate 

shall your steps overtake before long. 

. Po^ Why, I haven’t yet heard the ghost of a word 
to prove my contention is wrong. 
You splutter and try to flutter and fly: 

but of argument never a letter. 
CAr. Pray why do all people abhor you and 
shun? 

Po, Because I’m for making them better. 

So children, we see, from their parents will flee 

who would teach them the way they should go. 
So hardly we learn what is right to discern; 

so few what is best for them know. 
Chr, Then Zeus, I suppose, is mistaken, nor knows 
what most for his comfort and bliss is, 
Since money and pelf he acquires for himself. 

Bl, And her to the earth he dismisses, 

Po, O dullards and blind 1 full of styles is your 
mind; 

there are tumours titanic within it. 
Zeus wealthy! Not he: he’s as poor as can be: 

and this I can prove in a minute. 
If Zeus be so wealthy, how came it of yore 

that out of his riches abounding 
He could find but a wreath of wild olive for those 
who should win at the games he was founding, 
By all the Hellenes in each fourth year 

on Olympia’s plains to be holden? 
If Zeus were as wealthy and rich as you say, 

the wreath should at least have been golden. 
Chr, It is plain, I should think, ’tis from love of the 
chink 

that the conduct you mention arises; 
The God is unwilling to lavish a doit 

of the money he loves upon prizes. 
The rubbish may go to the victors below; 

the gold he retains in his coflers. 
Po, How dare you produce such a libel on Zeus, 

you couple of ignorant scoffers? 
'Twere better. I’m sure, to be honest and poor, 

than rich and so stingy and screwing. 
Chr, Zeus crown you, I pray, with the wild olive 
spray, 

and send you away to your ruin! 


Po. To think that you dare to persist and declare 
that Poverty aoes not present you 
With all that is noblest and best in your lives! 

Chr, Will Hecate’s j udgement content you ? 

If you question her which are the better, the rich 

or the poor, she will say, I opine, 
“Each month do the wealthy a supper provide, 

to be used in my service divine. 
But the poor lie in wait for a snatch at the plate, 

or e’er it is placed on my shrine.’’ 
So away, nor retort with a g-r-r, you degraded 
Importunate scold I 

Persuade me you may, but I won’t be persuaded. 

Po. O Argos, behold I 

Chr. Nay Pauson, your messmate, to aid you invite. 

Po. O woe upon woe! 

Chr. Be off to fhfe ravens; get out of my sight. ^ 

Po, O where shall I go ? 

Chr. Go ? Go to the pillory; don’t be so slack. 

Nor longer delay. 

Po. Ah me, but ye’ll speedily send for me backj| 
Who scout me to-day! 

Ekjt. 

Chr. When we send for you, come; not before. So 
farewell! 

With Wealth as my comrade ’tis better to dwell. 

Get you gone, and bemoan your misfortunes alone. 
Bl, 1 too have a mind for an opulent life 
Of revel and mirth with my children and wife. 
Untroubled by Poverty’s panics. 

And then as I’m passing, all shiny and bright. 

From my bath to my supper, what joy and delight 
My fingers to snap in dizain at the sight 

Of herself and her frowsy mechanics. 

Chr. That cursed witch, thank Heaven, has gone 
and left us. 

But you and I will take the God at once 
To spend the night inside Asclepius’ Temple. 

Bl, And don’t delay one instant, lest there come 
Some other hindrance to the work in hand. 

Chr, Hi ! boy there, Cario, fetch me out the 
blankets. 

And bring the God himself, with due observance. 
And whatsoever is prepared within. 

After 626 they all quit the stage. A whole night is 
supposed to pass^ and next day cario suddenly 
runs in with joyful news. He addresses the cho- 
rus in the orchestra. 

Ca. Here’s joy, here’s happiness, old friends, for 
you 

Who, at the feast of Theseus, many a time 
Have ladled up small sops of barley-broth! 

Here’s joy for you and all good folk besides. 

Ch. How now, you best of all your fellow-knaves? 
You seem to come a messenger of good. 

Ca, With happiest fortune has my master sped, 

Or rather Wealth himself; no longer blind, 

“He hath relumed the brightness of his eyes, 

So kind a Healer hath Asclepius proved.” 

Ch, {singing) Joy for the news you bring. 

Joy! Joy! with shouts I sing. 
Ca, Aye, will you, nill you, it is joy indeed. 


636 



€3^692 

Ch. (singing) Sing we with all our might Asclepius 
first and best, 

To men a glorious light, Sire in his offspring blest. 

Enter WIFE of chremylus. 
Wife, What means this shouting ? Has good news 
arrived ? 

For Fve been sitting till I’m tired within 
Waiting for him, and longing for good news. 

Ca, Bring wine, bring wine, my mistress; quaff 
yourself 

The flowing bowl; (you like it passing well). 

I bring you here all blessings in a lump. 

Wi, Where? 

Ca, That you’ll learn from what I am going to say. 
Wi, Be pleased to tell me with what speed you can. 
Ca, Listen. I’ll tell you all this striking business 
Up from the foot on to the very head. 

Wi, Not on my head, I pray you. 

Ca, Not the blessings 

We have all got ? 

Wi, Not all that striking business. 

Ca, Soon as we reached the Temple of the God 
Bringing the man, most miserable then. 

But who so happy, who so prosperous now ? 
Without delay we took him to the sea 
And bathed him there. 

Wi, O what a happy man, 

The poor old fellow bathed in the cold sea! 

Ca, Then to the precincts of the God we went. 
There on the altar honey-cakes and bakemeats 
Were offered, food for the Hephacstian flame. 
There laid we Wealth as custom bids; and we 
Each for himself stitched up a pallet near. 

Wi, Were there no others waiting to be healed ? 
Ca, Ncocleides was, for one; the purblind man. 
Who in his thefts out-shoots the keenest-eyed. 

And many others, sick with every form 
Of ailment. Soon the Temple servitor 
Put out the lights, and bade us fall asleep, 

Nor stir, nor speak, whatever noise we heard. 

So down we lay in orderly repose. 

And I could catch no slumber, not one wink. 
Struck by a nice tureen of broth which stood 
A little distance from an old wife’s head, 

Whereto I marvellously longed to creep. 

Then, glancing upwards, I behold the priest 
Whipping the cheese-cakes and the figs from off 
The holy table; thence he coasted round 
To every altar, spying what was left. 

And everything he found he consecrated 
Into a sort of sack; so I, concluding 
This was the right and proper thing to do, 

Arose at once to tackle that tureen. 

Wi, Unhappy man! Did you not fear the God ? 
Ca, Indeed I did, lest he should cut in first, 
Garlands and all, and capture my tureen. 

For so the priest forewarned me he might do. 

Then the old lady when my steps she heard 
Reached out a stealthy hand ; I gave a hiss, 

And mouthed it gently like a sacred snake. 

Back flies her hand ; she draws her coverlets 
More ti^tly rgund her, and, beneath them, lies 
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In deadly terror like a frightened cat. 

Then of the broth I gobbled down a lot 
Till I could cat no more, and then I stopped. 

Wi, Did not the God approach you ? 

Ca, Not till later. 

And then I did a thing will make you laugh. 

For as he neared me, by some dire mishap 
My wind exploded like a thunder-clap. 

Wi. I guess the God was awfully disgusted. 

Ca. No, but laso blushed a rosy red 
And Panacea turned away her head 
Holding her nose: my wind’s not frankincense. 

Wi. But he himself ? 

Ca. Observed it not, nor cared. 

Wi. O why, you’re making out the God a clown I 
Ca. No, no; an ordure- taster. 

Wi. Oh! you wretch. 

Ca. So then, alarmed, T miifllccl up my head, 
Whilst he went round, with calm and quiet tread, 

To every patient, scanning each disease. 

Then by his side a servant placed a stone 
Pestle and mortar; and a medicine chest. 

Wi. A Slone one? 

Ca. Hang it, not the medicine chest. 

Wi. How saw you this, you villain, when your head, 
You said just now, was miiflled ? 

Ca. Through my cloak. 

Full many a peep-hole has that cloak, 1 trow. 

Well, first he set himself to mix a plaster 
For Neoclcides, throwing in three cloves 
Of Tenian garlic; and with these he mingled 
Verjuice and squills; and brayed them up together 
Then drcnchea the mass with Sphettian vinegar. 
And turning up the eyelids of the man 
Plastered their inner sides, to make the smart 
More painful. Up he springs with yells and roars 
In act to flee; then laughed the God, and said, 

“Nay, sit thou there, bcplastered; I’ll restrain thee. 
Thou reckless swearer, from the Assembly now.’’ 

Wi. O what a clever, patriotic God ! 

Ca. Then, after this, he sat him down by Wealth, 
And first he felt the patient’s head, and next 
Taking a linen napkin, clean and while. 

Wiped both his lids, and all around them, dry. 

Then Panacea with a scarlet cloth 
Covered his face and head; then the God clucked, 
And out there issued from the holy shrine 
Two great enormous serpents. 
iyt\ O good heavens! 

Ca. And underneath the scarlet cloth they crept 
And licked his eyelids, as it seemed to me; 

And, mistress dear, before you could have drunk 
Of wine ten goblets. Wealth arose and saw. 

O then for joy I clapped my hands together 
And woke my master, and, hey presto! both 
The God and serpents vanished in the shrine. 

And those who lay by Wealth, imagine how 
They blessed and greeted him, nor closed their eyes 
The whole night long till daylight did appear. 

And I could never praise the God enough 
For both his deeds, enabling Wealth to see. 

And making Ncocleides still more blind. 
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Wi, O Lord and King, what mighty power is 
thine! 

But prithee where is Wealth ? 

Ca. He’s coming here, 

With such a crowd collected at his heels. 

For all the honest fellows, who before 
Had scanty means of living, flocking round, 
Welcomed the God and clasped his hand for joy. 

— Though others, wealthy rascals, who had gained 
Tlieir pile of money by unrighteous means. 

Wore scowling faces, knitted up in frowns, — 

But those went following on, begarlanded. 

With smiles and blessings; and the old men’s shoes 
Rang out in rhythmic progress as they marched. 
Now therefore all, arise with one accord, 

And skip, and bound, and dance the choral dance. 
For nevermore, returning home, ye’ll hear 
Those fatal words: “No barley in the bin!” 

Wi, By Hecate, for this good news you bring 
I’ve half a mind to crown you with a wreath 
Of barley loaves. 

Ca, Well, don’t be loitering now. 

The men, by this, are nearly at your gales. 

IVi. Then I will in, and fetch the welcoming-gifts 
Wherewith to greet these newly-purchased — eyes. 

Exi/ WIFE. 

Ca. And I will out, and meet them as they come. 
Exu cARio. Enter wealth, alone; to him later 
CHREMYLUS, with a crowd at his heels. 

We, And first I make obeisance to yon sun; 

Then to august Athene’s famous plain. 

And all this hospitable land of Cecrops. 

Shame on my past career! I blush to think 
With whom I long consorted, unawares, 

Whilst those who my companionship deserved 
I shunned, not knowing. O unhappy me! 

In neither this nor that 1 acted rightly. 

But now, reversing all my former ways, 

I’ll show mankind ’twas through no wish of mine 
I used to give myself to rogues and knaves. 

Chr. Hang you, be off! the nuisance these friends 
are. 

Emerging suddenly when fortune smiles. 

Tcha! How they nudge your ribs, and punch your 
shins. 

Displaying each some token of goodwill. 

What man addressed me not ? What aged group 
Failed to enwreathe me in the market-place ? 

Enter wife. 

Wi. Dearest of men, O welcome you and you. 
Come now. I’ll take these welcoming-gifts and pour 
them 

O’eryow, as custom bids. 

We. Excuse me, no. 

When first I’m entering with my sight restored 
Into a house, ’twere meeter far that I 
Confer a largess rather than receive. 

Wi. Then won’t you take the welcoming-gifts I 
bring ? 

We. Aye, by the hearth within, as custom bids. 

So too we ’scape the vulgar tricks of farce. 

It is not meet, with such a Bard as ours, 
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To fling a shower of figs and comfits out 
Amongst the audience, just to make them laugh. 

Wi. Well said indeed : for Dexinicus there 
Is rising up, to scramble for the figs. 

They all enter the house: henerforth cario and 
CHREMYLUS come out by turns; they are never 
on the stage together. Some interval elapses be- 
fore cARio’s first entrance. 

Ca. How pleasant ’tis to lead a prosperous life. 

And that, expending nothing of one’s own. 

Into this house a heap of golden joys 

Has hurled itself though nothing wrong we’ve done. 

Truly a sweet and pleasant thing is wealth. 

With good white barley is our garner filled 
And all our casks with red and fragrant wine. 

And every v^sseJ in the house is crammed 
With gold and silver, wonderful to see. 

The tank o’erflows with oil; the oil-flasks teem 
With precious unguents; and the loft with figs\ 

And every cruet, pitcher, pannikin, \ 

Is turned to bronze; the mouldy trencherlets \ 

That held the fish are all of silver now. \ 

Our lantern, all at once, is ivory-framed. \ 

And we the servants, play at odd-or-even 
With golden staters; and to cleanse us, use 
Not stones, but garlic-leaves, so nice we are. 

And master now, with garlands round his brow. 

Is offering up hog, goat, and ram within. 

But me the smoke drove out. I could not bear 
To stay within; it bit my eyelids so. 

Enter a prosperous and welUdressed citizen with 
an attendant carrying a tattered gaberdine and 
a disreputable pair of shoes. 

Good Man. Now then, young fellow, come along 
with me 

To find the God. 

Ca. Eh ? Who comes here, I wonder. 

G. M. A man once wretched, but so happy now. 
Ca. One of the honest sort, I dare aver. 

G. M. Aye, aye. 

Ca. What want you now ? 

G. M. I am come to thank 

The God: great blessings hath he wrought for me. 
For I, inheriting a fair estate. 

Used it to help my comrades in their need. 
Esteeming that the wisest thing to do. 

Ca. I guess your money soon began to fail. 

G. M. Aye, that it did! 

Ca. And then you came to grief. 

G. M. Aye, that I did! And I supposed that they 
Whom I had succoured in their need, would now 
Be glad to help me when in need myself. 

But all slipped off as though they saw me not. 

Ca. And jeered you. I’ll be bound. 

G. M. Aye, that they did ! 

The drought in all my vessels proved my ruin. 

Ca. But not so now. 

G. M. Therefore with right good cause 

I come with thankfulness to praise the God. 

Ca. But what’s the meaning, by the Powers, of 
that, 

’That ancient gaberdine your boy is bearing ? 
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G. M. This too I bring, an ofiFering to the God. 

C«. That’s not the robe you were initiate in ? 

G. M. No, but I shivered thirteen years therein. 

Ca, Those shoes? 

G. M. Have weathered many a storm with me. 

Ca. And them you bring as votive offerings ? 

G.Af. Yes. 

Ca. What charming presents to the God you 
bring! 

Enter informer with w'itness. 
Informer. O me unlucky! O my hard, hard fate! 

O thrice unlucky, four times, five times, yea 
Twelve times, ten thousand times! O woe is me, 

So strong the spirit of ill-luck that swamps me. 

Ca. Apollo shield us and ye gracious Gods, 

What dreadful misery has this poor wretch suffered? 
In. What misery quoth’a ? Shameful, scandalous 
wrong. 

Why, all my goods are spirited away 
Through this same God, who shall be blind again 
If any justice can be found in Hellas. 

G. M. Methinks I’ve got a glimmering of the truth. 
This is some wretched fellow, come to grief; 

Belike he is metal of the baser sort. 

Ca. Then well done he to come to wrack and ruin. 
In. Where, where is he who promised he would 
make 

All of us wealthy in a trice, if only 
He could regain his sight ? Some of us truly 
He has brought to ruin rather than to wealth. 

Ca. Whom has he brought to ruin ? 

In. Me, this chap. 

Ca. One of the rogues and housebreakers per- 
chance ? 

In. O aye, by Zeus, and you’re quite rotten too. 
’Tis you have got my goods, I do believe. 

Ca. How bold, Damater, has the Informing rogue 
Come blustering in! ’Tis plain he’s hunger-mad. 

In. You, sirrah, come to the market-place at once. 
There to be broken on the wheel, and forced 
To tell your misdemeanours. 

Ca. Y ou be hanged ! 

G. M. O, if the God would extirpate the whole 
Informer-brood, right well would he deserve, 

0 Saviour Zeus, of all the Hellenic race! 

In. You jeer me too ? Alack, you shared the spoil. 
Or whence that brand new cloak ? I’ll take my oath 

1 saw you yesterday in a gaberdine. 

G. M. I fear you not. I wear an antidote, 

A ring Eudemus sold me for a drachma. 

Ca. ’Tis not inscribed “For an Informer’s bite.” 
In. Is not this insolence ? Ye jest and jeer. 

And have not told me what you are doing here. 

’Tis for no good you two are here. I’m thinking. 

Ca. Not loryourgoodt you may be sure of that. 
In. For off my g^s ye are going to dine, I trow. 
Ca. O that in very truth ye’d burst asunder. 

You and your witness, crammed with nothingness. 
In. Dare ye deny it ? In your house they are 
cooking 

A jolly lot of jfesh and fish, you miscreants. 

The INFORMER gwes five double sniffs. 


Ca. Smell you aught, lackpurse ? 

G. M . Maybe ’tis the cold, 

Look what a wretched gaberdine he’s wearing. 

In. O Zeus and Gods, can such affronts be borne 
From rogues like these? O me, how vexed I am 
That I, a virtuous patriot, get such treatment. 

Ca. What you a virtuous patriot ? 

In. No man more so. 

Ca. Come then. I’ll ask you — Answer me. 

In. Well. 

Ca. Are you 

A farmer ? 

In. Do you take me for a fool ? 

Ca. A merchant ? 

In. Aye, I feign so, on occasion. 

Ca. Have you learned any trade ? 

In. No, none by Zeus. 

Ca. Then how and whence do you earn your 
livelihood ? 

In. All public matters and all private too 
Are in my charge. 

Ca. How so? 

In. ’Tis I who will. 

Ca. You virtuous, housebreaker ? When all men 
hate you 

Meddling with matters which concern you not. 

In. What, think you, booby, it concerns me not 
To aid the State with all my might and main ? 

Ca. To aid the State! Docs that mean mischief- 
making? 

In. It means upholding the established laws 
And punishing the rogues who break the same. 

Ca. I thought the State appointed Justices 
For this one task. 

In. And who’s to prosecute ? 

Ca. Whoever will. 

In. I am that man who will. 

Therefore, at last, the State depends on me. 

Ca. ’Fore Zeus, a worthless leader it has got. 
Come, will you this, to lead a quiet life 
And peaceful ? 

In. That’s a sheep’s life you’re describing. 

Living with nothing in the world to do. 

Ca. Then you won’t change? 

In. Not if you gave me all 

Battus’s silphium, aye and Wealth to boot. 

Ca. Put off your cloak! 

G. M. Fellow, to you he’s speaking. 

Ca. And then your shoes. 

G. M. All this to you he’s speaking. 

In. I dare you all. Come on and tackle me 
Whoever will. 

Ca. I am that man who will. 

Exit WITNESS. 

In. O me, they are stripping me in operi day. 

Ca. You choose to live by mischief-making, do 
you? 

In. What are you at ? I call you, friend, to witness. 
Ca. Methinks the witness that you brought has 
cut it. 

In. O me 1 1 am trapped alone. 

Ca. Aye, now you are roaring. 
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In, OmeloQcemore. 

Ca, (to GOOD man) Hand me your gaberdine, 
I’ll wrap this rogue of an Informer in it. 

G. M, Nay, that long since is dedicate to Wealth. 
Ca. Where can it then more aptly be suspended 
Than on a rogue and housebreaker like this ? 

Wealth we will decorate with nobler robes. 

G. M, How shall we manage with my cast-otf 
shoes? 

Ca, Those on his forehead, as upon the stock 
Of a wild olive, will I nail at once. 

In. I’ll stay no longer; for, alone, I am weaker, 

I know, than you; but give me once a comrade, 

A willing and ere tne day is spent 
I’ll bring this lusty God of yours to justice. 

For that, being only one, he is overthrowing 

Our great democracy; nor seeks to gain 

The Council’s sanction, or the Assembly’s cither. 

Exit INFORMER. 

G. M, Aye run you off, accoutred as you arc 
In all my panoply, and take the station 
I held erewhilc beside the bath-room fire. 

The Coryphaeus of the starvelings there. 

Ca. Nay, but the keeper of the baths will drag him 
Out by the ears; for he’ll at once perceive 
The man is metal of the baser sort. 

But go we in that you may pray the God. 

The GOOD MAN and cario enter the house. Enter 
OLD LADY with attendant^ carrying cakes and 
sweetmeats on a tray. 

Old Lady. Pray, have we really reached, you dear 
old men. 

The very dwelling where this new God dwells ? 

Or have we altogether missed the way ? 

Ch. No, you have really reached his very door, 
You dear young girl; for girl-like is your speech. 

O. L. O, then. I’ll summon one of those within. 

Enter chremylus. 
Chr. Nay, for, unsummoned, I have just come out. 
So tell me freely what has brought you here. 

O. L. O, sad, my dear, and anguished is my lot. 

For ever since this God began to see 
My life’s been not worth living; all through him. 
Chr. What, were you too a she-informer then 
Amongst the women ? 

O. L. No indeed, not I. 

Ckr. Or, not elected, sat you judging— wine? 

O. L. You jest; but I, poor soul, am misery-stung. 
Ckr. What kind of misery stings you ? tell me 
quick. 

O. L. Then listen. I’d a lad that loved me well, 
Poor, but so handsome, and so fair to see, 

Quite virtuous too; whate’er I wished, he did 
In such a nice and gentlemanly way; 

And what he wanted, I in turn supplied. 

Chr. What were the things he asked you to supply? 
O. L. Not many: so prodigious the respect 
In which he held me. ’Twould be twenty drachmas 
To buy a cloak and, maybe, eight for shoes; 

Then for his sisters he would want a gown. 

And just one mantle for his mother’s use. 

And twice twelve' bushels of good wheat perchance. 


Chr. Not many truly were the gifts he asked I 
’Tis plain he held vou in immense respect. 

O. L. And these he wanted not for greed, he swore, 
But for love’s sake, that when my robe he wore. 

He might, by that, remember me the more. 

Chr. A man prodigiously in love indeed 1 
O. L. Aye, but the scamp’s quite other-minded 
now. 

He’s altogether changed from what he was. 

So when I sent him this delicious cake, 

And all these bon-bons here upon the tray. 

Adding a whispered message that I hoped 
To come at even — 

Chr. Tell me what he did ? 

O.L. He sent them back, and sent this cream-cake 
too. 

Upon condition^fhat I come no more; [ 

And said withal, “Long since, in war’s alarms I 
Were the Milesians lusty men-at-arms.” \ 

Chr. O, then the lad’s not vicious; now he’s riih 
He cares for broth no longer, though before, \ 
When he was poor, he snapped up anything. \ 

O.L. O, by the Twain, and every day before, \ 

He used to come, a suppliant, to my door. » 
Chr. What, for your funeral ? 

O.L. No, he was but fain 

My voice to hear. 

Chr. Y our bounty to obtain. 

O.L. When in the dumps, he’d smother me with 
love. 

Calling me “little duck” and “little dove.” 

Chr, And then begged something for a pair of 
shoes. 

O.L. And if perchance, when riding in my coach 
At the Great Mysteries, some gallant threw 
A glance my way, he’d beat me black and blue, 

So very jealous had the young man grown. 

Chr. Aye, aye, he liked to eat his cake alone. 

O.L. He vowed my hands were passing fair and 
white. 

Chr. With twenty drachmas in them— well he 
might. 

O.L. And much he praised the fragrance of my 
skin. 

Chr. No doubt, no doubt. If Thasian you poured 
in. 

O.L. And then he swore my glance was soft and 
sweet. 

Chr. He was no fool : he knew the way to eat 
The goodly substance of a fond old dame. 

O.L. O then, my dear, the God is much to blame. 
He said he’d right the injured, every one. 

Chr. What shall he do ? speak, and the thing is done. 
O.L. He should, by Zeus, this graceless youth 
compel 

To recompense the love that loved him well; 

Or no good fortune on the lad should light. 

Chr. Did he not then repay you every night ? 

O.L. He’d never leave me all my life, he said. 

Chr. And rightly too; but now he counts you dead. 
O.L. My dear, with love’s fierce pangs I’ve pined 
away. 
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Chr. Nay rather, grown quite rotten, I should say. 

OX. O, you could draw me through a ring, I 
know. 

Chr, A ring ? A hoop that round a sieve could go. 

O.L. O, here comes he of whom Tve been com- 
plaining 

All this long while; this is that very lad I 
Bound to some revel surely. 

Ckr, So it seems. 

At least, he has got the chaplets and the torch. 

Enter youth. 

Youth. Friends, I salute you. 

O.L. Eh? 

Yo. Mine ancient flame, 

How very suddenly you’ve got grey hair. 

O.L. O me, the insults I am forced to bear. 

Chr. Tis years since last he saw you, I dare say. 

O.L. What years, you wretch ? He saw me yester- 
day! 

Chr. Why then, his case is different from the rest; 
When in his cups, methinks, he sees the best. 

O.L. No, this is just his naughty, saucy way. 

Yo. O Gods of eld I Poseidon of the Main I 
What countless wrinkles does her face contain! 
0.L.0!0! 

Keep your torch oflF me, do. 

Chr. In that she’s right. 

For if one spark upon her skin should light, 

’Twould set her blazing, like a shrivelled wreath. 

Yo. Come, shall we play together ? 

O.L. Where ? for shame ! 

Yo, Here with some nuts. 

O.L. And what’s your little game? 

Yo. How many teeth you’ve got. 

Chr. How many teeth? 

I’ll make a guess at that. She’s three, no, four. 

Yo. Pay up; you’ve lost : one grinder, and no 
more. 

O.L. Wretch, arc you crazy that you make your 
friend 

A washing-pot before so many men ? 

Yo. Were you well washed, ’twould do you good 
belike. 

Chr. No, no, she’s got up for the market now. 

But if her white-lead paint were washed away. 

Too plain you’d see the tatters of her face. 

O.L. So old and saucy! Are you crazy too ? 

Yo. What, is he trying to corrupt you, love. 

Toying and fondling you when I’m not looking ? 

O.L. By Aphrodite, no, you villain you! 

Chr. No, no, by Hecate, I’m not so daft. 

But come, my boy, I really can’t allow you 
To hate the girl. 

Yo. Hate her ? I love her dearly. 

Chr. Yet she complains of— 

Yo. What? 

Chr. Your flouts and jeers. 

Sending her word, **Long since, in war’s alarms 
Were the Milesians lusty men-at-arms.” 

Yo. Well, I won’t fight you for her sake. 

Chr, How mean you ? 

Yo. Fdr I respect your age, since be you sure 
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It is not everybody I’d permit 

To take my girl. You, take her and begone. 

Chr. I know, I know your drift; no longer now 
You’d keep her company. 

O.L. Who’ll permit that} 

Yo. I won’t have anything to do with one 
Who has been the sport of thirteen thousand— suns. 
Chr. But, howsoever, as you drank the wine. 

You should, in justice, also drink the dregs. 

Yo. Pheugh! they’re such very old and fusty 
dregs! 

Chr. Won’t a dreg-strainer remedy all that ? 

Yo. Well, go yc in. I want to dedicate 
The wreaths I am wearing to this gracious God. 

O.L. Aye then, I want to tell him something too. 
Yo. Aye then. I’ll not go in. 

Chr. Come, don’t be frightened. 

Why, she won’t ravish you. 

Yo. Ym glad to hear it. 

I’ve had enough of her in days gone by. 

O.L. Come, go you on; I’ll follow close behind. 

Chr. O Zeus and King, the ancient woman sticks 
Tight as a limpet to her poor young man. 

They all enter the house^ and the door is shut. 
HERMES enters, l^nocl^s, and hides himsdf. car- 
10 opens, and sees no one: coming out he bears 
a pot containing tripe, and dirty water. 

Ca. Who’s knocking at the door ? Hallo, what’s 
this! 

’Twas nobody it seems. The door shall smart. 
Making that row for nothing. 

Hermes. Hoi, you sir. 

Stop, Cario! don’t go in. 

Ca. Hallo, you fellow. 

Was that you banging at the door so loudly ? 

He. No, I was going to when you flung it open. 
But run you in and call your master out. 

And then his wife, and then his little ones. 

And then the serving-men, and then the dog. 

And then yourself, and then the sow. 

Ca. {severely) Now tell me 

What all this means. 

He. It means that Zeus is going 

To mix you up, you rascal, in one dish, 

And hurl you all into the Deadmaii’s Pit! 

Ca. Now for this herald must the tongue be cut. 
But what’s the reason that he is going to do us 
Such a bad turn? 

He. Because ye have done the basest 

And worst of deeds. Since Wealth began to sec. 

No laurel, meal-cake, victim, frankincense. 

Has any man on any altar laid 
Or aught beside. 

Ca. Or ever will ; for scant 

Your care for us in the evil days gone by. 

He. And for the other Gods I’m less concerned. 
But I myself am smashed and ruined. 

Ca, Good. 

He. For until now the tavern-wives would bring 
From early dawn figs, honey, tipsy-cake. 

Titbits for Hermes, such as Hermes loved; 

But now 1 idly cross my legs and starve. 
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Ca. And rightly too who, though such gifts you 
got. 

Would wrong the givers. 

He. O, my hapless lot ! 

O me, the Fourth-day cake in days gone by! 

Ca. You want the absent ; nought avails your 
cry. 

He. O me, the gammon which was erst my fare! 
Ca. Here play your game on bladders, in the air. 
He. O me, the inwards which I ate so hot ! 

Ca. In your own inwards now a pain you’ve got. 
He. O me, the tankard, brimmed with half and 
half! 

Ca. Begone your quickest, taking this to quaff. 

He. Will you not help a fellow-knave to live ? 

Ca. If anything you want is mine to give. 

He. O, could you get me but one toothsome loaf. 
Or from the sacrifice you make within 
One slice of lusty meat ? 

Ca. No exports here. 

He^ O, whenso’cr your master’s goods you stole, 
*Twas I that caused you to escape detection. 

Ca. Upon condition, ruffian, that you shared 
The spoils. A toothsome cake would go to you. 

He. And then you ate it every bit yourself. 

Ca. But you, remember, never shared the kicks 
Were I perchance detected at my tricks. 

He. Well, don’t bear malice, if you’ve Phyle got. 
But take me in to share your happy lot. 

Ca. What, leave the Gods, and settle here below ? 
He. For things look better here than there, I 
trow. 

Ca. Think you Desertion is a name so grand ? 

He. Where most I prosper, there’s my father-land. 
Ca. How could wc use you if we took you in ? 

He. Install me here, the Turn-god by the door. 

Ca. The Turn-god ? Turns and twists we want no 
more. 

He. The God of Commerce? 

Ca. Wealth we’ve got, nor need 

A petty-huckstering Hermes now to feed. 

He, The God of Craft? 

Ca. Craft ? ouite the other way. 

Not craft, but Honesty, we need to-day. 

He. The God of guidance? 

Ca. Wealth can see, my boy! 

A guide no more ’tis needful to employ. 

He. The God of games ? Aha, I’ve caught you 
there. 

For Wealth is always highly sympathetic 
With literary games, and games athletic. - 
Ca. How lucky ’tis to have a lot of names! 

He has gained a living by that “God of games.” 

Not without cause our Justices contrive 
Their names to enter in more lists than one. 

He. Then on these terms I enter ? 


Ca. Aye, come in. 

And take these guts, and wash them at the well. 

And so, at once, be Hermes Ministrant. 

Exeura cario and hermes. 
Enter the priest of zeus soter, to find chrem- 

YLUS. 

Priest. O tell me, where may Chremylus be found ? 
Chr. [entering What cheer, my worthy fellow ? 

Pr. What but ill? 

For ever since this Wealth began to see, 

I’m downright famished, I’ve got nought to eat. 

And that, although I’m Zeus the Saviour’s priest. 
Chr. O, by the Powers, and what’s the cause of 
that? 

Pr. No man will slay a victim now. 

Chr. , ^ . Why not f 

Pr. Because they all are wealthy; yet before,! 
When men had nothing, one, a merchant savea 
From voyage-perils, one, escaped from law. 

Would come and sacrifice; or else at home 
Perform his vows, and summon me, the priest. 

But not a soul comes now, or body either, 

Except a lot of chaps to do their needs. \ 

Chr. Then don’t you take your wonted toll of that ? 
Pr. So I’ve myself a mind to cut the service 
Of Zeus the Saviour now, and settle here. 

Chr. Courage! God willing, all will yet be well. 

For Zeus the Saviour is himself within. 

Coming unasked. 

Pr. O, excellent good news! 

Chr. So we’ll at once install— -but bide awhile — 
Wealth in the place where he was erst installed. 
Guarding the Treasury in Athene’s Temple. 

Hi! bring me lighted candles. Take them, you. 

And march before the God. 

Pr. With all my heart. 

Chr. Call Wealth out, somebody. 

Enter old lady from the house* 
O.L. And I? 

Chr. O, you. 

Here, balance me these installation pots 
Upon your head, and march along in state. 

You’ve got your festive robes at il events. 

O.L. But what I came for ? 

Chr. Everything is right. 

The lad you love shall visit you to-night. 

O.L. O, if you pledge your honour that my boy 
Will come to-night. I’ll bear the pots with joy. 

Chr. These pots are not like other pots at all. 

In other pots the mother is atop. 

But here the mother’s underneath the pot. 

Ch. ’Tis the end of the Play, and we too must de- 
lay 

our departure no longer, but hasten away. 
And follow along at the rear of the throng, 

rejoicing and singing our festival song. 


642 



GLOSSARY 


A, Achamians; K, Knights; C. aouds; W, Wasps; P, Peace; B, Birds; F, 
Frogs; L, Lysistrata; T, Thesmophoriazusae; E, Ecclesiazusae ; PL Plutus. 


Accstor, an alien poet; also called Sacas, W, 1221 
Achaia, a name of Dcmeter, A. 710 
Acharnac, a deme of Athens, A. 180 
Achclous, a river of Epirus, L. ^81 
Acheron, the river of sorrow, in the lower regions, 
E.471 

Adeimantus, an Athenian general, F. 1513 
Adoiiia, a yearly feast in honour of Adonis, P. 420 
Adonis, a youth beloved by Aphrodite, L. 389 
Aegina, an island opposite the Pciraeus, 653, fP. 
122, F. 363 

Aegyptus, a legendary King of Egypt, E. 1206 
Aeolus, a play by Euripides, F, 864 
Aeschinades, P. 1 154 

Aeschines, a needy blusterer and braggart, W, 325, 
459, 1220, 1243, B. 823 
Aeschylus, C. 1366, L. 188, T. 134 
Aesimus, a cripple, E. 208 
Aesop, W. 566, 1259 
Aesop’s fables, P. 129, P. 471, 651 
Aetna, a city in Sicily, B. 926 
Aetolia, a region in western Greece, K. 79 
Agamemnon, P. 509 

Agamemnon, by Aeschylus, quoted, F, 1285, 1289 
Agathon, a tragic poet, born about 447 u.c., F. 83 
Agoracritus, “market-place judge,*’ K. 1335 
Agraulus, daughter of Cecrops, king of Athens, T. 

Agyieus, a title of Apollo, IV. 875 
Agyrrhius, a demagogue, and in his youth effemi- 
nate, had become great in the state by first pro- 
posing, a fee of one obol for attending the Assem- 
bly; then, after Hcracleides had raised it to two, 
by fixing it at three, E. 102, 176, 184, PL 176 
Alcaeus of Lesbos, an erotic poet, T. i6i 
Alcibiades, F. 1423 

Alcmena, bore Heracles to Zeus, P. 558 
Alcxicacus, Averter of 111 , an epithet of Hermes 
(also of other gods), P. 422 
Alope, bore Hippothoon to Poseidon, P. 559 
Amazons, L. 679 

Ameipsias, a comic poet, rival of Aristophanes, F. 14 
Ammon, Zeus, had an oracle in Libya, P. 619, 
716 

Amphitheus, A. 46 
Amyclae, a town near Sparta, L. 1299 
Amynias, Aeschines’ cowardly brother, C. 31, 694, 
W. 74, 1266 

Amynon, a depraved politician, E. 365 
Anacreon of Teos, an erotic poet, T. 161 
Anagyrus, an Attic deme, L. 67 
Anaphlystus, an Attic deme, E. 979 
Androcies, a rogue, IF. 1 187 


Andromeda, a play by Euripides, F. 53 
Antigone, by Euripides, quoted, F. 1182, 1187, 
1391 

Antimachus, an effcminale, A. 1150, C. 1022 
Antiphon, a needy glut ion, W. 1270 
Antisihcnes, a depraved physician, E. 366, 806 
Apaluna, a clan festival, A. i^6, T. 558 
Apollo, physician, P. 584 

Arcadia, a mountainous region in the Pelopon- 
nesus, K. 798 

Archedemus, F. 417; the blear-eyed, F. 588 
Archegetis— Artemis or Athene, L. 644 
Archclaus, by Euripides, quoted F. 1206 
Archenomus, F. 1 507 

Archeptolemiis, a conservative Athenian politician, 

K. 327, 794 

Archilochus quoted, A. 1228 
Argeius, politician, E. 201 

Arginusae, scene of Athenian naval victory over the 
Spartans, F. 33, 191 
Argives, i.e,, Greeks, F. 475 
Argos, K. 465 

Arignotus, son of Automenes, a harper, K. 1278, W. 
1278 

Ariphrades, son of Automenes, an evil man K. 1281, 
IF. 1280, E. 128 

Aristcides, son of Lysimachus “the Just,’’ a states 
man opposed to Thcmislocles, fought at Mara- 
thon, ostracized 483 b.c., but returned and took 
a great part in the political developments of 
Athens; died about 463, K. 1325 
Aristogeiton, the slayer of the tyrant Hipparchus, 

L. 633 

Aristyllus, a homosexual, E. 647, PL 314 
Artemisia, a queen allied to Xerxes, L. 675 
Artemisium, scene of a Greek naval victory over 
the Persians, L. 1251 
Artemon, an effeminate, A. 85 
Asclepius, god of healing, W. 123, PL 640 
Ascondas, an athlete, W. 1383 
Aspasia, mistress of Pericles, A. 527 
Athamas, king of Orchomenus in Boeotia, married 
Nephelc, and was father of Phrixus and Helle; he 
was stricken with madness, and fled into Thes- 
saly, C. 257 

Athmone, a deme of Athens, P. 190 
Automenes, father of Arignotus and Ariphrades, W. 
1275 

Babylon, P. 552 
Bacchus, shrine of, L, 2 

Bakis, a Boeotian seer of Helicon; there was a collec- 
tion current of his oracles, K. 123, 1003, P. 1071 
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Battus, king of Cyrene, PL 925 
BcUcrophon, F. 1051; represented as lame in the 
play of Euripides, A, 427, P. 148 
Bereschethus, a goblin, K, 635 
Boeotians, P. 466 

Brasidas, a great Spartan leader in the Peloponne- 
sian War, killed at Amphipolis 422 b.c., W, 475, 
P. 640 

Brauron, an Attic deme, scene of a famous festival, 

P.874 ^ ^ 

Brauronia, a feast of Artemis, L. 645 
Bupalus, a sculptor, had caricatured Hipponax, 
who lampooned him and threatened to strike 
him, L. 361 

Byzantium, the earlier city on the site of Constan- 
tinople, C, 249, W. 236 

Cadmus, founder of Thebes, P- 1225 
Caccias, the N,E, wind, K. 437 
Callias, son of Hipponicus, a spendthrift, B. 283, E. 
810 

Callimachus, a poor poet, B. 809 
Camarina, a town in Sicily, A. 605 
Cannonus, a lawgiver, £. 1089 
Cantharus, a harbour of the Peiraeus, P. 145 
Carcinus, a comic poet, father of three dwarfish 
sons, C, 1261 f W. 1508, P. 781, 866 
Cardopion, a scandalous fellow, 1 178 
Caria, a country in southwestern Asia Minor, K. 

Carthage, K, 174, 1303 

Carystian (Eubocan) allies in Athens, L. 1058, 1182 
Caystrian (Lydian) plains, A. 68 
Cebrione, a giant, B. 553 
Cecrops, king of Attica, C. 301, fV. 438 
Celeus, son of Triptolcmus, A, 49 
Centaurs, C. 349 
Cephale, an Attic deme, B. 476 
Cephalus, a potter and demagogue, E. 248 
Cephisodemus, an advocate, A» 705 
Cephisophon, a slave of Euripides; he was credited 
with helping the dramatist in his tragedies, F, 939 
Cerameicus, the potter’s quarter at Athens, where 
public funerals took place, K. 772, B. 395, F. 127, 
1093 

Cerberus, the dog of Hades, P. 313, F. 1 1 1 
Chaereas, IV, 687 

Chaerephon, a pupil of Socrates, C. 104, etc., IV, 
1408, B. 1296, 1564 
Chaeretades, E, 51 

Chaeris, a wretched Theban piper, A. 16, P. 950 

Chalcis, Chalcidice in Thrace, K. 238 

Chaonia, in Epirus, 613, K, 78 

Chaos, B. 691 

Charinades, P. 1 154 

Chari tes, the Graces, B. 781 

Charixene, a poetess, E, 943 

Charminius, a general, an Athenian officer, T, 804 

Charon, ferryman of the Styx, F. 184 

Chersonesus, the peninsula of Gallipoli, K, 262 

Chios, a proverb relating to, P. 171 

Chloc— Dcmetcr, L. 835 


Choae, the Pitcher feast. A, 961 
Chytri, the Pitcher feast, F, 218 
Cicynna, an Attic deme, C, 134 
Cillicon, a traitor, P. 363 
Cimolian earth, fuller’s earth, F. 712 
Cimon, an Athenian statesman, L. 1 144 
Cinesias, a dithyrambic poet, constantly ridiculed 
for his thinness, musical perversities, and profane 
and dissolute conduct, B. 1372, F. 133, 364, 1437, 

E, 330 

Cithaeron, mt., T, 996 
Cleaenetus, father of Cleon, K, 574 
Cleidemides, F. 791 
Cleigenes, F. 709 
Cleinarete, E, 41 

Cleinias, father oLAlcibiades, A, 716 
Cleisthenes, “son of Sibyrtius,’’ a coward and eifem- 
inate, A, 118, K. 1374, C, 355, W, 1187, B.^831, 

F. 48, 422, L, 1092, T, 235 
Cleocritus, an ungainly man, B. 873, F. 1437 
Cleomenes, king of Sparta, L, 274 

Cleon, son of Cleaenetus, a tanner, demagogue and 
popular leader after the death of Pericles in ^29 
B.C., He opposed peace. In 424 took part in t'he 
surrender of the Spartans at Sphacteria, which he 
laid to his own credit. Killed by Brasidas at 
Amphipolis, 422, A. 6, 300, 378, 502, 659, K.137, 
976, C. 549, 586, 591, 'W, 35, 62, 197, 241, 596, 
841, 895, 1220, 1224, 1237, 1285, P. 47, 648, F. 
569 

Cleon ymus, the butt of Athens for his bulk and his 
appetite, who cast away his shield at Delium, A, 
88, 844, K, 958, 1293, 1372, C, 353, 450, 674, W. 
20, 592, 822, P. 446, 672, 1295, B. 289, 1475, T, 
605 

Cleophon, a demagogue, F. 677, 1532 
Cobalus, K. 635 

Cocy tus, the River of Wailing, in the lower regions, 
F.471 

Coesyra, a name in the great Alcmaeonid family, 
A, 614, C, 48, 800 

Colaenis, a name of Artemis, B. 872 
Colias, a title of Aphrodite, or of her attendant love- 
deities, C, 52, L, 2 

Colonus, an eminence in the Agora, B. 998 
Conisalus, a local Attic Priapus, L, 982 
Connas, a drunken flute-player, K, 534, W, 675 
Copaic eels, from Lake Copais (A, 880) in Boeotia, 
P, 1005 

Corinth, K, 603, B. 968" 

Corinthians and the League, E, 199 

Corybants, priests of Cybele, L, 558 

Cothocidae, an Attic deme, T, 622 

Cranaae— Athens, B, 123 

Cranaan town— Athens, L, 481 

Crates, a comic poet, flourished about 430 b.c. K, 


Cratinus, a dandy, A, 849, 1173; a comic poet, 319- 


422 B.C., K, 400, 326, P. 700, F. 337 


Cretan monodies, F. 849 


Crioa, a deme of Athens, B. 643 


Cronos, father of Zeus, C, 929, B. 469, 386 
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Cteslas, an informer, A. 839 
Cybclc—Rhca, mother of the gods, B. 876 
Cycloborus, a hill- torrent in Attica, K. 137 
Cyclops, P/, 290 

Cycnus, a robber slain by Heracles, F. 963 
Cyllene, a port in Elis, ^.1081 
Cynalopex, nickname of Philostratus, a pander, L. 
957 

Cynna, a courtesan, K, 765, W. 1032, P. 755 
Cyprus, L. 833 
Cyrene, a courtesan, F, 1328 
Cythera, an island south of Greece, where Aphro- 
dite had a temple, L. 833 

Cyziccnedye, yellow: suggested by the alleged cow- 
ardice of the people of Cyzicus, P. 1 176 

Darius, king of Persia, B, 484 
Dads, the Persian general defeated at Marathon, P. 
289 

Deigma, the Exchange at the Peiraeus, K, 979 
Delphi, seat of an oracle, B, 618, 716 
Demostratus, an Athenian who proposed the Sicil- 
ian expedition, L. 391 
Dexinicus, PL 800 
Dexitheus, a good harpist, ^.14 
Diasia, a feast in honour of Zeus Meilichius, C, 408, 
864 

Dictynna, a name of Artemis, W. 368 
Diocles, an Athenian who in some ancient battle 
had fought for Megara and given his life for a 
youth; a festival was held at his tomb, A. 774 
Diomea, feast of Heracles, F. 651 
Dionysia, a feast held every year in honour of Dion- 
ysus, god of wine; the Greater in the town, the 
Lesser in the country. A, 195, P. 530 
Dionysius, tyrant of Syracuse, PL 550 
Diopeithes, a crazy oracle-monger, K. 1085, W. 380, 
B. 988 

Dipolia, a feast held yearly at Athens in honour of 
Zeus Polieus, also called Buphonia, from the sac- 
rifice of a bull,P, 420 

Ditrephes, having made his fortune by the manu- 
facture of wicker flasks, was elected phylarchus, 
then hipparchus^ and seems to have perished at 
Mycalessus, B. 798, 1442 
Dodona, in Epirus, seat of oracle of Zeus, F. 716 
Dracyllus, A, 612 

Ecbatana, the old capital of the Medes, A. 64, W, 
”43 

Echinus, a town on the Melian Gulf, L. 1 169 
Egypt* ”30* E. 12^3 
Eileithyia, goddess of childbirth, L. 742, F. 369 
Electra, a play by Aeschylus, C. 534 
Elymnium, a place near Oreus, P. 1 126 
Empusa, a bogey, F. 293 
Ephudion, an athlete, W, 1383 
Epicrates, a demagogue who took part with Thrasy- 
bulus in the overthrow of the Thirty. He after- 
ttrards was ambassador to the king of Persia, and 
accept6d bribes from him, £.71 
Epicurus, unknown, £. 645 
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Epidaurus, a city on the south side of the Saronic 
gulf, F. 364 

Epigonus, an effeminate, £. 167 
Erasinides, one of the generals executed after the 
battle of Arginusac, 406 b.c., F. i 196 
Erebos, the underworld, B, 691 
Erechtheus, a legendary king of Athens, K, 1022 
Ergasion, W. 1201 

Erinys — Fury, avenger of blood, PL 423 

Eros, winged, B. 574, 700 

Eryxis, son of Philoxcnus, F. 934 

Euaeon, a pauper, E. 408 

Euathlus, a scoundrelly orator, A. 71 1, W, 592 

Euboea, an island off Bocotia, C. 21 1, 715 

Eubule, “good counsellor,” T, 808 

Eucharides, W, 680 

Eucrates, no doubt the brother of Nicias, put to 
death under the Thirty, L. 103 
Eucrates, an oakum-seller, K. 129, 253 
Eudamus or Eudemus, a vendor of amulets, 
PL 884 

Euphemius, a politician, W. 599 
Euphorides, a carrier of charcoal, A. 612 
Eufwlis, an early comic poet born about 446 B.c., 
died probably in 41 1, C. 553 
Euripides, the tragic poet, son of an herb-seller, 480- 
406 B.C., A, 394, 452, K. 18, C. 1371, 1376, IV, 61, 
1414, P. 148, F. 67, 80, L. 283, 368 
Euripides, a politician, E, 825 
Eurotas, the river of Sparta, L. 1308 
Eurycles, a ventriloquist, W, 1019 
Euthymenes, archon, A. 6 j 
Execcstides, a Carian slave, who managed to get en- 
rolled as an Athenian citizen, £.11, 762, 1527 

Ganymede, cup-bearer of Zeus, P, 726 
Gargettus, an Attic deme, T. 898 
Gela, a town in Sicily, A. 606 
Genetyllis, a title of Aphrodite, or of her attendant 
love-deities, L, 2, T. 130, C. 52 
Geres, a dandy, E. 932 
Geron, a dandy, E. 848 

Geryones, a triple-bodied monster, giant, A. 1082 
Geusistrate, E. 48 
Glaucetes, a glutton, T. 1035 
Glycc, a slave name, F. 1 343, E. 430 
Gorgias of Leontini, a rhetorician and sophist, E. 
1701 

Gorgon, a serpent-haired monster, P. 810 
Gryttus, a homosexual, K, 877 

Hades, cap of, A, 390 
Halimus, a village near Peiraeus, B. 496 
Harmodius, lover of Aristogeiton; they are the tra- 
ditional liberators of Athens from the tyrants, A, 
980, 1093, K. 786, IV, 1225,; statue of, E. 682 
Hebrus, river in Thrace, B, 774 
Hecate, a dread goddess identified with the Moon, 
Artemis, and Persephone, F. 1362 
Hecatea, shrines of Hecate erected at doors and 
cross-ways, F. 366 
Hegelochus, an actor, F. 303 
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Helen^ a play by Euripides, L, 155, T, 850 
Hcliaca, the supreme court of Athens, K, 897 
Heracleids, children of Heracles, P. 385 
Heracles, B, 1574, L. 927 
Heracles, baths of, C. 1051 
Hermes, Winged, B, 572 
Hiero, an auctioneer, E. 757 
Hieronymus, a wild and hairy man, A. 389, C, 349, 
E, 201 

Hippias, the Tyrant, K. 448, W, 502, L. 617, 1153 
Hippocrates and his sons, a dirty crew, C. 1001 
Hippocrates, an Athenian general, nephew of Per- 
icles, slain at Delium, T. 273 
Hippodamus, father of Archeptolemus, K. 327 
Hippolytus, by Euripides, alluded to, P. 1043 
Hipponax, a writer of satires, F. 661 
Hipponicus, son of Callias, /i. 283 
Homer, P. 1089, 1096, P. 575, 910 C. 1056 
Hymen, god of marriage, P. 1334 
Hyper bolus, a demagogue who succeeded Cleon, of 
servile origin, ostracized, finally killed by the oli- 
garchs at Samos, 41 1 b.c., A. 846, K. 1304, 1363, 
C. 551, 876, W, 1007, P. 680, 921, 1319, P. 570, 
T. 840 

Hysipyk, by Euripides, quoted, P. 121 1, 1327 

lacchus, a personage in the Eleusinian mysteries, P. 
316 

lapetus, one of the Titans, proverbial for antiquity, 
C. 998 

laso, daughter of Asclcpius, PL 701 
Ibycus of Rhegium, an erotic poet, T. 161 
Ida, a mountain in Crete, P. 1355 
Ino, daughter of Cadmus, wife of Athamas, A, 434, 
W, 1414 

Ion of Chios, a tragic poet, P. 835 
lophon, son of Sophocles, P. 73 
Iphigeniain quoted, P. 1232 
Iris, winged, B. 575 
Ismenichus, A, 861 

Lacedaemon, B. 1012 

Laches, an Athenian commander in the Peloponnes- 
ian War, accused by Cleon of peculation; slain at 
Mantinea, W, 240, 836, 895 
Laconians, Spartans, P. 212, 282, 478, 622 
Lacrateidcs, an Athenian leader, possibly one of the 
accusers of Pericles, A. 220 
Lais, a courtesan, PL 178 
Laispodias, an Athenian general, B. 1569 
Lamachus, son of Xenophanes, colleague of Alci- 
biades and Nicias in the Sicilian expedition 
415 B.C., a brave and honorable soldier. He 
was killed in the siege, A. 270, 567, 963, P. 473, 
T. 841 

Lamia, a goblin, IF. 1035, 1 177, P. 758 
Lamias, keeper of the public prison, E. 77 
Lampon, a soothsayer, one of the leaders of the col- 
ony sent to Thurii, B. 521, 998 
Lasus of Hermione, a lyric poet, contemporary with 
Simonides, IF. 1410 

Leipsydhum, a fortress where the Alcmaeonidae 


fortified themselves after the death of Hippar- 
chus; probably on Mt, Parnes, L. 665 
Lenaea, a feast, at which the comedies were exhibi- 
ted, A. 504 

Leogoras, an epicure, C. 109, IF. 1269 
Leonidas, king of Sparta, who fell at Thermopylae, 
L, 1254 

Lcutrophides, a slim poet, B. 1406 
Lepreus, in Elis, B. 149 
Leucolophus, unknown, F. 1512, £. 645 
Libya, B. 710 

Limnac, a port of Athens near the Acropolis, F. 217 
Loxias, a name of Apollo, K. 1072, PL 8 
Lycabctius, a rocky hill which overshadows Athens, 
F. 1056 

Lycis, an Alheilian comic poet, F. 14 
Lycon, husband of Rhodia, L. 270 
Lycurgta, by Aeschylus, the tetralogy containing the 
Edonians, the Bassarides, the Young Men, and 
Lycurgus (satyric drama), T. 135 
Lycus, patron hero of the Athenian dicasteries, W. 
389,819 

Lynceus, a keen-sighted hero, P/. 210 
Lysicles, a sheep-seller, K. 132, 765 
Lysicrales, an ugly snub-nosed man, F. 630, 736 
Lysicrates, a corrupt Athenian officer, P. 992, B. 513 
Lysistratus, a vicious man, K. 1267, IF. 787 

Magnes, an early comedian, K. 520 
Mammacuthus, “blockhead,** F. 990 
Manes, a slave-name, P. 1 146, B. 523 
Mania, a slave-name, F. 1346 
Marathon, scene of the famous victory, 490 b.c., 
A. 697, /w. 781, 1334, T. 806 
Marathon, songs from, F. 1296 
Marilades, A. 609 

Marpsias, a contentious orator. A, 701 
Medea, by Euripides, quoted, F. 1382 
Megabazus, B. 484 

Mcgacles, a name in one of the great Athenian fam- 
ilies, the Alcmaeonidae, C. 46, 815 
Megaenetus, F. 965 

Megara, a town near Athens, A, 519, 533, 738, IF. 

57, P.246, 481,500, 609 
Megarian Walls, L. 1 169 

Melanion, the hero who won the race with Atalan- 
ta, L. 785 

Melanippe, seduced by Aeolus, T, 547 
Melanthius, a tragic poet, P. 804, 1009, B. 151 
Meleager, a play by Euripides, F. 864, 1238, 1402 
Meletus, a tragic poet, F. 1302 
Melian famine, B. 186 
Melian Gulf, L. 1169 
Melistiche, F. 46 
Melite, an Attic deme, F. 501 
Melitides, a stupid man, F. 991 
Memnon, son of Eos, slain by Achilles, C, 622, F. 
963 

Menelaus, husband of Helen, B. 509, L. 155 
Messene (Messenia), a district in the southwestern 
Peloponnesus, whence Sparta recruited its helots, 
L. 1142 
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Meton, an astronomer and man of science, B. 992 
Micon, a painter, L, 679 

Midas, the wealthy king of Phrygia, who had the 
ears of an ass,P/. 287 
Milesian rugs, F. 543; Miletus 
Milesian wool, L, 729; see Miletus 
Miletus, a great Greek city on the western coast of 
Asia Minor, K, 361, 932, L. 108 
Miltiades, the victor of Marathon, son of Cimon, 
and tyrant of the Chersonesus, K, 1325 
Mitylene, in Lesbos, K. 834 
Molon, a tragic actor of large stature, F. 55 
Morsimus, a poor tragic poet, AT. 401, F. 803, F. 151 
Morychus, an epicure. A, 887, W, 506, 1142, P. 

1008 

Moschus, a bad harpist, ^.13 
Mothon, a crude dance, K» 635 
Muses, B. 782 
Myrmex, F. 1506 

Myrmidons, by Aeschylus, quoted, F. 992, 1265 
Myronides, about 457 b.c., led out an army of old 
men and boys, and defeated the Corinthians near 
Megara; and in 456 defeated the Boeotians at 
Oenophyta, L. 802, E. 304 
Myrsine, wife of Hippias, K. 449 
Mysteria, secret ceremonies held in honour of var- 
ious deities, in which there was initiation of var- 
ious degrees, P. 420 


Nausicydes, a grain profiteer, E. 426 
Neocleides, an orator, informer, and thief, E, 254, 
398, P/. 665 

Nicarchus, an informer, -< 4 . 908 
Nicias, son of Niceratus, a distinguished general, of 
the aristocratic party, and an opponent of Cleon; 
he perished in the Sicilian expedition, 413 b.c., 
K. 358,^363, 640 ^ . . 

Nicias, probably a grandson of the tamous general, 
E 428 

Nicomachus, a corrupt public official, F. 1506 
Nicostratus, a personage fond of sacrifices and for- 
eigners, W^. 81 

Nike, winged victory, B. 574 

Niobe, a play by Aeschylus, F. 912, 1392 

Odeum, a court in Athens, W, 1009 
Odomantes, a Thracian tribe. A, 156 
Odysseus, W, 181, 1351 

Oeagrus, an actor, 579 , , . ^ , 

Oeneus, king of Calydon, deposed and cast out by 
his nephews; name of a play by Euripides, A. 418 
Oeonichus, a worthless man, K. 1 287 
Olympia, in Elis, scene of the great games, (y. 1302, 
L. 1131 

Olympus, a legendary flute- player, K. o 
Olympus, home of the gods, B. 781 
Opuntius, an informer, B. 152 
Orestea, a trilogy by Aeschylus, F. 1 123 
Orestes, a footpad, A. 1167, B. 712, 1491 
Oreus, a town in northern Euboea, P. 1047, 1125 
Orneae, in Argolis, B. 399 

Orpheus, U character oUegend, and a reputed poet, 
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had his name attached later to certain secret so- 
cieties, F. 1032 
Orthian nome, ^ 4 . 16 

Palamcde, a master of craft and inventor, F. 1451 
Palamede, a play by Euripides, T. 848 
Pamphilus, a dishonest demagogue, a painter, PL 

Pan, and panic, L. 998 

Panaccia, daughter of Asclcpius, PL 702 

Panaelius, K. 243 

Panathenaea, the great feast held every four years 
at Athens in honour of Athene, C. 386, 988, 

P. 418, F. 1090 

Pandcletus, an informer, G. 924 
Pandion, one of the ten eponymous heroes, whose 
statues were in the Agora at Athens, P. x 183 
Panoptes — Argus, guardian of lo, E. 80 
Pan’s grotto in the Acropolis, L. 2, 721, 912 
Paphlagon, a servile name describing the slave’s 
country, K. i, etc. 

Paphos, in Cyprus, where Aphrodite had a temple, 
L.833 

Paralia, a district of Attica, L. 58 
Parnassus, the mountain above Delphi, F. 1057 
Panics, a hill near Athens, A, 348, C. 323 
Paros, an island in the Cyclades, 1 189 
Pasias, C. 21 

Patrocleides, a politician of unpleasant habits. Af- 
ter the battle of Aegospotami, he brought in a bill 
to enfranchise the disfranchised citizens, B. 790 
Patrocles, a sordid person, PL 84 
Patroclus, the friend of Achilles, F. 1041 
Pauson, a painter of animals and scurrilous carica- 
tures, vicious and poor, A. 8^4, T. 949, PL 602 
Pegasus, the winged horse, P. 76, 1 35, 154 
Peiraeus, the harbour of Athens, K. 815, P. i 45 » ^^5 
Pcisander, a blustering coward, who took a large part 
in the revolution of the Four Hundred, P. 395 » 
B. i555»L. 490 

Peisias, son of, B. 766 i- d q 

Pelargicon, prehistoric wall of the Acropolis, B. 832 
Peleus, a play by Euripides, F. 863 
Peleus, father of Achilles, C. 1063 
Pellene, a courtesan, B. 1421 , L. 996 
Pelops, ancestor of Agamemnon and Menclaus, F. 
1232 

Penelope, T. 547 
Pergasae, an Attic dome, K. 321 
Pericleidac, the clan of Pericles, L. 1138 
Pericles, the great Athenian statesman, died 429 B. 

c., A. 530. K. 283. C. 213, 859, P. 606 
Persae, a play by Aeschylus, F. 1026 
Persians, B. 484 

Phaeax, a politician, K. 1377 . , _ , ^ ^ 

Phaedra, wife of Theseus, fell m love with her step- 
son Hippolytus, F. 1042, T. 547 
Phalcs, an imaginary name. A. 263 
Phanus, a hanger-on of Cleon s K. 1256, W, 1220 
Pharsalus, a town in Thessaly, PF. 1271 
Phayllus, a famous Olympian victor, A. 215, fV. 
1206 
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Pheidias, date of birth unknown, died just before 
432 b.Cm the famous sculptor, maker of the stat- 
ues of Athene in the Parthenon and Zeus at Elis, 
P.605,616 

Phcrccratcs, a comic poet, L. 158 
Phersephatta — Persephone, daughter of Demeter, P. 
671 

Philablus, a district of Megara, A. 802 
Philaenete, E, 42 
Philemon, a Phrygian, B. 763 
Philepsius, a composer of tales, PL 177 
Philip, son or disciple of Gorgias, 421, B. 1701 

Philocles, a bitter tragic poet, W. 462, T. 168 
Philocrates, a bird-seller, B. 14 
Philocrates, by Aeschylus, quoted, F. 1383 
Philoctctcs, a famous archer in the Trojan war, bit- 
ten by a snake and left in Lemnos; name of a play 
by Euripides, exhibited 431 b.c.. A, 424 
Philodoretus, E. 51 

Philonides of Melite, a bulky and clumsy block- 
head, but rich, PL 178, 303 
Philostratus, a pander, K. 1069 
Philoxenus, father of Eryxis, F. 934 
Phoenix, accused by his father’s wife of attempt- 
ing her honour, was blinded by his hither; name 
of a play by Euripides, A, 421 
Phormio, a naval officer who distinguished himself 
in the Peloponnesian War, K, 562, P. 346, L. 804 
Phormisius, a politician, F. 965, B. 97 
PkrixuSy by Euripides, quoted, F. 1225 
Phrygians^ a play by Aeschylus, alluded to, F. 912 
Phrynichus, an Athenian comic poet, rival of Aris- 
tophanes, W. 220, 269, 1490, F. 13; a politician 
who helped to establish the Four Hundr^, F. 689; 
an early tragedian, predecessor of Aeschylus, B. 
750, F. 910, T. 164 
Phrynondas, a rogue, T. 861 
Phyle, a hill-fort in Attica which Thrasybulus made 
his headquarters. A, 1023, PL 1146 
Phyromachus, a prude, E. 22 
Pindar, the poet, B. 939; quoted, K, 1329 
Pittalus, probably a doctor, A. 1032, 1221, W. 1432 
Plataean franchise, F. 694 
Pluto, F, 163 
Pluto, for Plutus, PL 726 

Pnyx, the place where the Athenian assembly held 
session, K, 749, T, 658 

Polias, “guardian of cities,” a title of Athene, B. 828 
Polybus, a personage in the story of Oedipus, F. 
1192 

PolyddeSt by Euripides, quoted, F. 1477 
Polymnestus, a worthless man, also the name of a 
musician, K, 1287 

Pontus, a district in northeastern Asia Minor, W» 
700 

Porphyrion, a giant, B. 553 

Poseidon, B. 1565; as synonym for an intrigue, L, 

139 

Potidaia, on the peninsula of Pallene, revolted from 
Athens in 432 b.c., retaken 429, K , 438 
Pramnian wine (from Icaria, west of Samos), K. 106 
Prasiae, a town in Laconia, P. 242 


Prepis, a dissolute man. A, 843 
Priam, B. 512 
Prinides, A, 612 

Procne, slew her son Itys, and was changed into a 
nightingale, B. 665 

Prodicus of Ceos, a ramous sophist, C. 361, B. 692 
Prometheus, B. 1494 
Pronomus, a flute-player, E. 102 
Propylaea, the entrance to the Athenian Acropolis, 
K. 1326 

Proteus, a mythical king of Egypt, T. 883 
Proxenides, a blusterer, W. 325 
Prytaneum, the town hall of Athens, K. 167, F. 764 
Pylac — Thermopylae, scene of Greek games, L. 1 131 
Pylus, a fort S. W. of Messenia taken by Demosthe- 
nes in 425 B.c.^and held for Athens, K, 55,76, 
355, 703, 846, 1058, 1167, C. 185, P. 219, 664 L. 
104, 1163 

Pyrilampes, W. 98 
Pyrrhandrus, “yellow man,” K. 901 
Pythangelus, F. 87 

Pytho— Delphi, K, 1272, B. 188, L. 1131 
Red Sea, B. 145 

Sabazius, the Phrygian Bacchus, W, 9, B. 873, L. 388 
Sacas, an alien poet, B. 31 
Salabaccho, a courtesan, K, 765, T. 805 
Salaminia, Athenian dispatch-boat B. 147 
Salamis, scene of the naval victory over Xerxes in 
480 B.C., K. 785 

Samos, an island off the west coast of Asia Minor, W, 
282, L. 313 

Samothrace, an island in the northern Aegean Sea, 
headquarters of the secret rites of the Cabiri, P. 
277 

Sardanapalus, king of Assyria, B. 1021 
Sardian dye (from Sardis), P. 1 174 
Sardis, capital of Lydia, 1139 

Sardo— Sardinia, W, 700 
Sarpedon, son of Zeus, slain by Patroclus, C. 622 
Scamander, a river near Troy, F. 923 
Scataebates, title of Zeus, comically formed after 
Cataebates, “Zeus who descends in thunder,” P. 
42 

Scione, on the peninsula of Pallene, W, 210 
Scira, the Parasol festival, T. 833, E, 18 
Scitalus, a goblin, K. 634 
Scythian wilderness, A. 704 
Sebinus, an amorous Athenian, F. 427 
Sellus, father of Aeschines, W. 325 
Semele, bore Dionysus to Zeus, B. 559 
Semnae, the Erinyes or Furies, X. 1312, 7 . 224 
Seriphus, a small island of the Cyclades, A, 542 
Seven against Thebes, a play by Aeschylus, F. 1021 
Sibylla, title of several prophetic women in differ- 
ent countries, P. 1095, 1 1 16 
Sicily, P. 250 

Sicyon, a gulf town west of Corinth, B. 968 

Simaetha, a courtesan. A, 524 

Simois, a river of Troy, 7 . x 10 

Simon, a dishonest politician, K. 242, C. 351 
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Simonides of Ceos, a lyric poet, 556-467 b.c., K, 
406, C. 1356, W, 1410 
Sisyphus, craftiest of mankind, A, 

Sitalces, Icing of the Odrysians in Thrace, allied with 
Athens, A, 134 

Smicythes (or Smicthion), an effeminate, K, 969, E, 

46 

Smoius, a disreputable man, E, 846 
Socrates, the philosopher, C. 104, etc., B, 1558, 
F. 1491 

Solon, the great lawgiver of Athens, born about 
638 B.C., died about 558, C. 1 187 
Sophocles, the tragic poet, born b.c. 495, died about 
406, P. 531, 695, F. 100 
Sostrate, F. 41 

Spintharus, a Phrygian who tried to get on the regi- 
ster of Athenian citizens, B. 762 
Sporgilus, a barber, F. 300 

Stenia, a feast, celebrated on the 9th of Pyanepsia 
just before the Thesmophoria, T. 833 
Stheneboea^ a play by Euripides; Stheneboca fell in 
love with Bellerophon, F. 1043 
Stilbides, a diviner, P. 1032 
Straton, an effeminate, A» 122, K. 1374, B. 942 
Strymodorous, A, 274 
Styx, a river in the lower regions, F. 470 
Sunium, a cape of Attica, C. 401 
Sybaris, a luxurious city in southern Italy, W* 1435 
Syra, a slave name, P. 1 146 

Taenarum, a promontory of Laconia, where stood 
a temple of Poseidon, ^ 4 . 510, F. 187 
Tartarus, the underworld, F. 693 
Tartesian lampreys, from Tartessus in Spain, F. 

Ta'^getus, a mountain range between Sparta and 
Messenia, L. 117, 1296 

Teleas, a flatterer, F. 168, 1025; a glutton, P. 1008 
Telephus, a play by Euripides, acted 438 b.c. Tcle- 
phus was son of Heracles and Auge, exposed as an 
infant, and brought up by a herdsman in pover- 
ty; he helped in the taking of Troy, A. 415, 432, 
555, C. 922, F. 855, 1400 
Teredon, a musician, T. 1 175 
Tereus, husband of Procne, F. 15, 201, L, 562 
Tcucer, a noted archer in the Trojan War, F. 1041 
Thales of Miletus, one of the Seven Wise Men, C 
180, F. 1009 

Theageiics, of Acharnac, who never left home with- 


out consulting the shrine of Hecate at his house- 
door, L. 64 

Thcagcncs, a needy braggart, F. 822, 1127 
Thcmislocles, the victor of Salamis, an Athenian 
statesman, AT. 84, 813, 883 
Theognis, a dull frigid poet, nicknamed Snow, A, 
II, 140, W, 1 18?, r. 170 

Theorus, a politician, A, 134, C, 400, W, 42, 599, 
1220 

Thcramenes, the Trimmer, a prominent statesman 
and general, became notorious for his changes of 
opinion, and in particular, for his treachery to 
his fellow generals after the battle of Arginusae, 
406 b.c.,F. 541, 967 

Thcscum, the temple of Theseus, a sanctuary, K, 
1312 

Theseus, legendary king of Attica, F. 142 
Thetis, mother of Achilles, C. 1067 
Thorycion, F. 362, 382 

Thouphanes, a secretary under Cleon, K. 1 103 
Thrace, a country northeast of Greece, P. 283 
Thrasybulus, son of Lycus, who delivered Athens 
from the Thirty Tyiants, 404-3 b.c., killed at 
Aspendus 390, E. 203, 356, PL 550 
Thratta, a slave name, P. 1 1 38 
Thucydides, son of Mclesias, leader of the aristo- 
cratic party in opposition to Pericles, ostracized 

444 703. If- 947 

Thyestes, brother of Atreus, son of Pelops; name ol 
a play by Euripides, / 4 . 433 
Timon, the misanthrope, F. 1549, L, 808 
Timotheus, son of Conon, a distinguished officer, 
PL 180 

Titans, F. 469 

Tithonus, husband of Aurora, made immortal, A. 
688 

Tlepolemus, C. 1266 

Triballus, a rude personage from Thrace, F. 1572 
Tricorythus, a town of the Tetrapolis, L. 1032 
Triptolemus, a legendary pioneer of civilization, A. 
48 

Trophonius, a hero, who had an oracle in Lebadeia, 
in Boeotia, C. 508 

Tyndaridae, descendents of Tyndareus, king of 
Sparta, L. 1301 

Xanthias, a slave name, 44. 243 

Xenocles, a poor tragic poet, F. 86, T. 189, 441 

Xenophantes, father of Hieronymus, C 349 
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